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THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY PRESS

8 ARLINGTON STREET

: July 19, 1946
BOSTON 16

Dear Wally:

This is just a quick one to0 say the novel arrived f

and in the fifteen minutes that Dudley had with the manu—”
!
script he came up with the feeling that this is your biggest

book Yet At that ‘point Weeks grabbed it and took it off
to-the North Shore with him for the week end. ', ;

1fat doesn't serialize we'll get the novel baék

: : A :
to you very very fast. Anyhow there ought to b? good excerbts

for the magazine. Thanks for coming to the rescﬁe. Love .
to Mary. Bt
. kSincerely yours,
\ILM
. Jeannette Cloudv!.
Mr. Wallace Stegner

Greensboro Bend
Vermont -




OFFICE OF THE - 4 -— 8 ARLINGTON STREET

EDITOR b BOSTON 16, MASS.

The Atlantic Monthly July 23, 1916

Dear Wally:
Here are all but the first three chapters of your

LANDSCAPE WITH FIGURES. Dudley says and 1 agree that the narra-

tive is the best of your work to date. The characters are
clearly seen and steadily projected and by transferring our
attention from ring to ring:you give us the scope and configura-
tion of the village life perhaps more successfully than if you
had confineg the action to a single household. This three-ring

i

device has é”disadvantage for a serial, but the tone and charac-
%

3o

terization are-so true that 1 am holding your candidate as one
of the two finalists until tomorrow morning when our decision
must be reached. ii

Thanks for answering,our SOS and for your patience

this past week. I hope the breather has done you good.

Affectionately as ever,

Mr. Wallace Stegner
Greensboro Bend, Vermont




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY .
2 PARK STREET : BOSTON 7
TELEPHONE: CAPITOL 1050

%

August 6 » 1946.

Mr. Wallace Stegner
Greensboro Bend
Vermont

Dear Wally:

Susie and I have just been reading out loud the
three chapters we swiped from the Atlantic. God it's good!
If this isn't your best book, I'1ll eat it, even though

paper is back to its pre-war bulk.

I'11 pass along the request of Bateau Ivre to John
Brown, who handles our booke in Paris. If they want to put
some éash down for an option on this specific book, o0.k., but
I don't see any.senme«dn tying ourselses down now to give
first rights to any particular French publisher just for the
atking. Of course, they would naturally get first crack
since they published "The Big Rock Candy Mountain®, presuming
that they did a good job on its John should be able to find
out about thate Since we have these rights by contract, 1
think it would be simpler for us to handle them. I doudbt
whether Bernice would esare one way or the other.

Yours,

IP

A *
Brooks ;




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
2 PARK STREET BOSTON 7

August 7, 1946

Mr. Wallace Stegner
Greensboro Bend
Vermont

Dear Wally:

'

Thanks for your postcard
and the good news about the other
eleven chapters.

At this writing, Breadloaf
still looks pretty far away for the
Thompsons.

Sincerely,

Los =l

Lovell Thompson




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
9 PARK STREET BOSTON 7

August 7, 1946

Mr. Wallace'étagner
Greensboro Bend
Vermont

Dear Wally:

I think those three first chapters
which I wired you about make ewfully promising
reading. I found myself in the midst of an
argument the other day about to say, "Before
you talk that way you ought to read Wally
Stegner's LANDSCAPE WITH FIGURES." If in
three chapters you can make of this book &
necessary prop for intelligent comversation,
what won't you do with the complete manuseript.
I would love to see more as you can spare it,
and it is going to be hard for me to weit for
the moment when we can really go to work on
it.

Sincerely,

Lovell

Lovell Thompson

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
2 PARK STREET BOSTON 7

Lugust 20' 1946.

Mr, Wallace Stegner
Breadloaf Conference
Middlebury College
Middlebury, Vermont

Dear Wally:

Many thanks for the blurdb. Sorry
about the undignified haste, but the point is
this. We are shooting at January publicat ion,
which means listing the book in the Fall
bulletin, The manuscript, however, won't be
thrown to the printers before you get heree
and you can tinker with it as you will, My
guess is that you may want to tune up the
engine a little but that the thing as a whole
is structurally sound and seaworthy.

I like your new title "Country Dance"

As an 0ld ulcer-man you will under-
stand that I'm not doing much tooting around
and have had to give up the idea of visiting
Breadloaf. Unlike you in your formative years,
I have no inclination whatever to play through

a tennis tournament while feeding on nothing
but ice cream.

Yours,
{
\
Paul Brooks




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
2 PARK STREET - BOSTON 7
TELEPHONE: CAPITOL 1050

October 16, 1946

Mr. Wallace Stegner
669 Mirada
Stanford University
California

Dear Wally:

WALLS OF WESTWICK is now with Collier's. They looked
over our list and asked to see it. We told them they wouldn't
want it because it was a good book and they said they had
changed their policy with their new editor and sometimes took
good books. Kay Jackson couldn't find any way to break it up
for Harpers, but she liked it a lot. After Collier's, Esquire
is in line, or have asked at least. January publication is
still planned, but not if you or we can get good prices for
parts of the manuscript by waiting. I'll report on Collier's
when we hear.

MR.  ,ROBERTS is holding on fine.

i

Sincerely,

Aozt

Lovell Thompson




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
B 2 PARK STREET - BOSTON 7
TELEPHONE: CAPITOL 1050

November 13, 1946

Mr. Wallace Stegner

669 Mirada

Stanford University

Palo Alto,California

Dear Wallys.A

- ks 75T am wrifing you'ﬁhis letter hecause I am somewhat
worried, both for your sake and for Houghton Mifflin Company's,
that we may get into trouble over THE WALLS OF WESTWICK, -

— My wife and I happened to spend a week-end with
Gramp and Gaynor Hewltt ln Greensboro and while I was there

I talked to Kay Jackson about your book. She had read it

and I had not. / I gathered from what she said that you have
taken a good deal of the book straight from life in Greens-
boro, that the town, 1tself, 1s very easily identifiable,
that the names of the characters-are names that exist in the .
town, although in no case 1s any character like a person of
«Fhs some name-'in the town, : e ¥t

It seems to me that there could easily be trouble
from anyone who was able to 1dentify herself, even remotely,
with Helen Gllley, or 4he-Bmewns who ran the Inn, with Flo,
Mr. Weld's secretary, with Mr., Weld himself, with Will Richie
and Emma Richle, withJemes-Mount, and with Me—Pgtt, I am
not suggesting that anything you say about any, except pos-
sibly the two girls, 1s llbelous, for they would have to prove
damage and the extent of the damage, but all the rest would
- come in under mental anguish, which is a fairly difficult
thing to combat, { e R :

I have talked about this to Paul Brooks and he has:
suggested that we can move Greensboro a little farther away
from 1tself by changing the name of Hardwick, the Lamoile
River and Stannard Mountain. It would still leave it in Ver-
mont, however, and 1t doesn't seem to me that that would help
the situation materially, {75 : it

3
i
}
4
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'ON MIFFLIN COMPANY Mr. Wallace Stegner — 2 November 13, 1946
The Riverside Press

What I would like to know 1s how much .of the whole
story 1s founded on fact, or is connected by hearsay with
any of the people in Greensboro. If I knew that, I could geb
a legal opinion, whilch, of course, doesn't necessarlly settle
the thing, or I ceuld possibly-recommend.changes to you, which
you might feel inclined to make, : :

I wonder if you have any objection to my gettlng ;
hold of Arthur Perry, glving him the book to read and asking .
him all about it. I take 1% that Arthur Perry is not very
far removed from Peter Dow, but what you Say about him in the
book 1s not likely to cause him any mental angulsh or other
_suffering, unless having your ears buri 4s suffering. I can
well understand that you will be reluctant 'to make any changes
in this, for you r obably gave thls very fact a good deal of
consideration before putting the manuscript in our handse
Nevertheless, I want to bring it up now while we still can,
rather than get you and ourselves 1nto real. trouble latere

T don't know whether you have seen John Marquand's
B. F.'S DAUGHTER, but he has a Foreword which reads as follows:

"One purpose of this novel 1s to deplict certaln
phases of American 1ife during the last few yearse
To create an 11lusion of reality the names of a

few nationally known characters have been men- -
£foned although none of these personages actually
appears 1ln any scene. The ‘active characters’ and

the scenes are, &s they always must be, a sub-
limation of the writer's own experiences If they -
are artistically successful, they must paturally
also appeal to facets of the reader's own experi-
ence. The persons deplcted in these pages, how=
ever, are known to the author only in his creative
mind. who exists here 1s intended to e
represent even remotely, elther accurately or in o
caricature, any actual person elther 1iving or:f
dead. If any character bears the name of a real
person, this is a purely unintended coincidence, = .
and one almost impossible to avoid considering =
the number of persons in the United States all
of which are identifiled by names J®; iidt md ARt

Z

: . I don't think that that gets the author out of it

1f people can show that actually the representatlon is so ,
closely related in fact %o & given person that a large number

of other people fmmediately think that 1t is 'that person. As

a matter of fact I don't suppose you could say what Marquand .

" has said and wouldn't want to. I think, however, that we =
should put something of this sort in your book regardless of
what we doe. I bellieve you have already heard from Kay Jackson,
for she and I talked about 1t last week after I had read the =




N MIFFLIN COMPANY Mr. Wallace Stegner — b B November 13, 1946
Cphe Riversibe Press

: Now that I have read THE WALLS OF WESTWICK I
think it is a remarkably discerning and understanding
study of 1life in.a back country town which is Just that
in itself but which has had outside influence imposed
on it. More than that — or possibly I should say less than
that — it was to me breathlessly interesting. I, therefore,
don't really want to change 1t at all, but I do think we
ought to 1f 1t can be done without doing actual damage %o
the story. Perhaps the description of the park on Mr. Weld's
place and other things not essentlal %o the plot and its dev-
elopment could be altered. . The things to change may occur
to you or, if you don't mind my talking with Arthur Perry
about 1t, he might have some ideas for your consideratione.

Will you give this a lot of thought and wilte me -
about 12 I1'1l do nothing until I hear from you.

Faithfully yours,

Henry A, Ladghlln
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COPY
CHOATE, HALL & STEWART

November 25, 1946

Henry Laughlin, Esquire
Houghton M1fflin Company
2 park Street iy
Boston, Massachusetts

Dear Henrys

I left the Stegner manuscript with you this morning on
my way downtown. I do not think 1t will prove at all difficult,
Let me first state briefly the legal situstion and then comment
on what I found might possibly be defamatory if identification
could be proved, _

. ....Briefly stated, s ststement 1s.dsfamatory "if it tends
8o to harm the reputation of another as to lower him in the estima-

tion of the communitz or to deter third persons from essociating
or dealing with him." The encient definition 1s enything which
would expose enother to hatred, ridicule, or contempt. I know
these are broad and not very useful, but they will serve our pur-

pose, for we are after what might be defamatory.

of course & person must be able to show that the allegedly
defamatory statement points to him, I copy Section 564 from the
Restatement on the applicability of defematory statements to the
pleintiff. The rule is that he must "correctly, or mistakenly
but reasonably, understend it as intended to refer" to him, The
application of this rule to & novel 1s stated as follows:

"aA 1ibel may be published of an actual person by &
story or essay, novel, play or moving picture which is
intended to deal only with fictitious characters if the
characters or plot bear such a resemblance to actusl
persons or events as to meske 1t reasonable for 1its
readers or sudlence to understand that a particuler
character is intended to portray such person, Mere siml-
larity of name alone is not enough; nor is 1t enough that




Henry Laughlin, Esquire -2 November 25, 1946

the readors of a novel or the audience of a play or a
moving plcture recognize one of the characters as re-
sembling an actual person unless they also reasonably
believe thet the character is intended to portrey such
persons If the work 1a reasonably undarstood as portray-
ing an asctual person, 1t is not only immsterial that thu
author or playwright did not so intend, but it 1is equeally
immaterinl thet he had no reesson to expect that it would
be so understood, as 1s the case when he has no reason to
know of the exiséanaa of the asctual person, The fact that
the author or producer states thet his work is exclusively
one of fiction and in no sense applicable to living persons
is immaterial, except as to punitive damages, 1f readers
actually and reasconably understand otherwise, Such a

- statement, however, is a factor to be considered by the jury
in determining whether readars did so understesnd 1t, or, if
80, whether the understending was ressonable,"

I have picked out the stetements which I think might pos-
sibly incur liabliji; Aif anyone could ‘either correctly, or mis=
takenly but reasongbly, show thet the character referrsd to him.

To begin with, I auggest that there bs no chance of rscog-
nizing Grsensboro in Westwick by means ~f the desoription of the -
locality. Westwick must be slmply a typical Vermont or New
Hampshire town, ' :

Sophus Weld, pages 501 and 154 ff,;

I find nothing really defametury, but I take it he
18 a perason who might make trouble and so I think sny pogsis-
ble meens of identificetion should be shenged, Soma I seg
already have besn, but take page 185 where Weldhaven 1is
spellsd out in ceder sticks, 1If that 1s the fact this
should be changed. Of courze the name ought not to La ak
all similar, If the locale 1s made unrecognizable so thatl
Westwick cannot be located at Gre-nsboro, I think‘wa-waggi
be safe, ' :

Helen Gilley.

Nothing defamatory, I think her mother's preyer
about golng to school quite sll right, But Wally willl went




Henry Laughlin, Esquire 'November 25, 1946

to make the name gquite unlike the name of the original,
if any.

George Gilley.

_ Query. His psychopathic paralysis might well be
defamatory.
Ritchle, pages 67 ff,

NOos

£

‘Emma Ritchle,pages 11B-9,

Yes, I think this is clearly defamatory.

. So mlso areswill Bradford, pages 5-7;
Jemes Mount, pages 5-7, 122, and 1953
Vvina Mount, pages 7, 122, 169j
Branch Willard, pages 67 ff, end 190, for
he is charged with & crime;
Marthe Mount, dittoj
Arlene Knight, page 126, possibly defamatorys
tho Shurtleffs, pages 159 end 165, defamatory;
Beatty, pege 188, defamatory;
Leile Pruett, page 190, defamatory; snd certainly
Flo Barnes, pages 90, i56, 202, and 229, eand
genersally. «

: T do not mean to suggest that any of these characters of
whom defamatory statements are msde should be changed, unless they
are recognizable elther correctly, or mistakenly but reasonably,
to refer to & living person, If that is the case, every trace of
fdentification must be removeds, If not, let it mll stend,

, Finally, let me emphasize that Wally's intentions are not
the test. It is auite immateriel that he had no reason to expect
that any living person was hit, If there is going to be talk,
~ as there has been and probably will be more, he must teke pains




Henry Laughlin, Esquire Novembter 25, 1946

that no one is hit, so far as he can, And e statement that no one
is intended to be referred to, though helpful, is not 2 sure pre-

ventative, Ever since John Merquand's suilt, the Sesturday Evening
Post has rung

"The names of characters used in all Post fiection and semi-
flotion articles are fictitious. Any resemblance to a
living person 1is & coilncidence,”

This may not be what Wally wants to say., I suggest that he write

his own statement and thet it be run in the front of the book, on
the back of the frontispiece, or wherever convenient,

Yours sincerely

Charles P. Curtils, Jr{‘.




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
9 PAREK STREET *+ BOSTON 7
TELEPHONE: CAPITOL 1050

November 29, 1946

Mr, Wallace Stegner
669 Mirada
Stanford Universlty
California

Dear Wallles AN

Paul Brooks and I nad lunch with Emlly and Arthur
Perry today and discussed THE WALLS OF WESTWICK at great lengthe.
T had hoped that as & result of the luncheon, which followed a
letter I had had from Charlie Curtis covering the legal aspect
of the situation, that 1t might be posd ble for us to recommend
so few changes that we could hold the book on our 1list for pub-
14cation 1n however, this afternoon asked the
Advertlsing THE WALLS OF WESTWICK Trom our
Publishers' Weekly announcement about which you wired mee.

Whet I am writing you 1s a summary of the concluslions
to which we came and where I recommend anything specific I do it
only with the thought that 1% may be helpful to you, but always ;
with the hops “tudt you mayﬂwyaﬁmaglf, see a better way of sccomplish-
ing the same ende ,

The most important thing to sl 1 of us seems to be that
the Helen Gllley of your b : he Martha Bates 1ln
actual 1life that there are » P ght reasonably
"understand that a par ortray such &
person". The praying episode ¥ the location
of her house 8130, tmuwmﬁeﬂwm
trilington, 2 fact that her father 1s a para ytic or pssudo- aralytlc,

act that she h,ﬁxln_tgﬂggﬂﬁt'taken ugF%3ggggﬂpggplgﬂggg&ggﬂgagépe
dropped them, which 1s the Ghing that FIOo acouses her of, the
T that sne paught school, that there was an incident in her life
‘% described and that the selectmen were responsible fo§
left town. In other words, W as happened 1s tha
a groat scts, which over the years had gone into your
mind, came oub again with but little changee




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY Mr, Wallace Stegner
The Biverside Press . -2- November 29, 1946

I dread suggesting to you making such a thorough-
golng revision ghat 1t would take care of all offlus, for Helen 1s
an extraordinaty moving character and it is this understanding
of her which makes her seem so very real and yet I feel for your
own peace of mind and because of the effect that the book 1ln 1ts
present form might have on Martha Bates that you willl want to change
her very materially. I want to do all that I can to urge you not to
become discouraged over this and not to feel as you suggested in
your letter that "if thers was a definite village girl involved then the
situation looks fairly hopeless, We do not feel that 1t looks hopeless
and we agree with you that turning Flo into a man would take the guts
out of the whole thing. s

: Our thought is that by changing the whole fgéﬁg&f, which> 7 = |
we hate like the Devil to do but feel it is necessary, something can - =
be accomplished, We would put 1t in New Hampshire, the University
could be the University of New Hampshire at Durham, all the geography
would have to be changed either by using New Hampshire names or in-
ventions of your own. You would drop the praying episode, which 1s a
pity; very definitely change the location of Helen's houss, and also
the 0ld man who has been sitting around for years having the women of
the household wait on him. We think also that Helen willl have to be
something other than a school teacher and that she cannot take up# 1th
summer people and drop them, Arthur has suggested that she might be a
personh placing city children in New Hampshire farms in the summer and .
helping with their recreation. That's just an idea. You might think -
of any number of things that might work out in your mind better.

This, however, is the main problem. I give 1t to you first in the
hope that you will feel a desire to face it and work it out. If you
have thet desire, J.am confident:ths rest of it will be easy.

Emily feels that your description of Emmi® Richle 1s
photographic and is wonderful because of that, but we belleve 1t
should be changed, particularly the part about her beling llke a
skeleton on wires. : - : 3 -

As for Sophus Weld,gCharlie Curtis has a suggestion
or two to meke, but I think they will present little difficulty to
youe : - : : j

/I think it was Kay's suggestlon that Gilley be changed
simply because i1t is near Willey and that there 1s a Helen Willey
although in no way to be ldentiflied with any of the characters. o
Changing the name Gilley will be easier I imagine to you than changing
the name of Helen anyhow. B : :




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY Mr, Wallace Stegner
The Biberside Press -Jew Novem‘ber 29, 1946

That seems to me to be all that I bave to offer and
I am very sorry indeed tobe offering this. You are theJjudge as
to what shall be done. I wish I could help you, but I can't think
of any way to do 1t. Will you take & shot at 1t? I shall be very
anxious to hear what your feelings are about all this., I wish we
could go ahead with the book exactly as i1t is, This 4s a case where
I feel that no change which we are recommending will improve the
book and so the least change you can make and still serve our purpose
is what I would 1llke to see. Most of all I don't vt you to get o 4
discouraged with THE WALLS OF WESTWICK. I think it is a book in which
you and we both will take great pride and I am hoping that once you
get into 1t again 1t will not seem too difficult.

I am enclosing a copy of Charlie Curtis' letter. I call
particular attention to the paragraph in which he 'says " I do not
mean to suggest that any of these characters of whom defamatory

statements are made should be changed, unless they are recognizagble
elther correctly, or mistakenly but reasonably, to refer to a living

person®, bt : ?

— Will you write me, Wallle, a nd let me hear £

because I shall be more worried than you think until I hear from you. |
I am returning your proofs by alr mail,

Faithfully yours,

HAL/F .

EBnclosure . ) Y B (07 Zaéd.% .

Gl ol
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HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
2 PARK STREET * BOSTON 7
TELEPHONE: CAPITOL 1050

December 10, 1946

Mr, Wallace Stegner
669 Mirada
Stanford University
California

Dear Wally:

- I have just read again your reply to my "considerable
body blow", about which I wired you from Rye last week.

I agree wlth you that once you get people looking at
a book trylng to draw analogles from 1t there is no end to what
they will find. Isn't the best thing for you to do to make what
changes you feel you can reasonably make, and take a risk on the
rest of 1t? 1It's a risk that we are perfectly willing to take-
with you. ] 3

I have heard, but I don't know it-to be a fact, that
everybody in Asheville had thelr kniwes out for Tom Wolfe and’
that he did not dare go back for some years, Eventually, however,
he did go back and instead of there belng a great deal of trouble
everyonc was“cxclbted v dwsatii about him, I don't think that Scribner's
ever had any legal trouble over it. There 1s one book that there was
trouble over and they collected a lot of money from the publishers of
FEBRTARY HILL, j

I don't believe that you have written anything libelous
that real momey could be collected for about anyone with the exception
of Flo, and she actually never existeds There certalnly was nothing
libelous in your book about Helen Gilley — or, if people want to
attach & name to her, Martha Bates. There was the maklng of some
sort of a lesblan affair, but you bring it only as far as the recog-
nition by Helen of what was in Flo's mind, at which time she was so;
outraged that she turned Flo 1n to the Board of Selectmen. Surely,
there 1s nothing libelous in that, 3 :

Why don't you take the book and go over 1t, making the
changes that you feel inclined to make yourself and send the proofs
back to me? I wlll see that the corrections are made promptly in ,
the text and we will attempt to get the book out at an early date 1in
1947. I really thing that's the best thing we can do. It Will not
take care of the situation in Greensboro, but you .will never be able-
to take care of that now no matter what you do, unless you abandon
the book completely, and I think that nothing would excuse that. It's
too good a book to postpone indefinitely and you ought not to throw
away a year's work,




¥ HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY Mr. Wallace Stegner
The iberside Press -2 December 10, 1946

I wish now that I had kept out of the whole thing,.
If I had, we would all have been a lot better off. Thls 1s one
of those extraordinarily unusual situations where hindsight is

better than foresight.

If we do what T have recommended, I will take it on
myself to break the news as tactfully as I can — and I don't
suppose 1t wlll seem too tactful — to Kay, and Emily, and Arthur.

Faithfully yours,
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HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
2 PARE STREET - BOSTON 7
TELEPHONE: CAPITOL 1050

January 21, 1947

Mr. Wallace Stegner
660Mirada

stanford University
Palo Alto, California

Dear Wally:

I have bben away or I would have answered your letter
sooner.

I am delighted that the revised proofs are here. They
_arrived yesterday. I think the idea of the end-paper map 1s a
ten-strike. I should have loved to have thought of 1t myself.

I have definitely concluded not to read your changes
but I have arranged to have someone else read them to make sure
that with the alterations that have been made there is no place
in the book where it is now inconsistent because of them.

T have written to Emily and Arthur Perry and also to
Kay Jackson, telling them that you have made extensive changes
and that I hope the main difficulties have been taken care of.
Tt seemed to me better to let them know how things were proceed-
ing and not to be too definite about it. I hope this will meet
with your approval.

By the way, I told a young friend of mine, Jean Rand,
who has gone out to live in Palo Alto’ to be sure and look you
up. 1 don't know her husband, but I think she is a very at-
tractive girle He is in some sort of laboratory work at Stanford.
I am hoping some time in the ‘spring to get out to the West coast
my self and am counting on seeing you and Mary when I do.

My best to you.
| Faithfully yours,




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
2 PARK STREET, BOSTON

February 26, 1947

Mr. Wallsce Stegrer
669 Mirada Avenue
Stanford University
California

Dear Wally:

We have you down for August. I want plenty of time in
advance of publication to build the book up. I want bound copies
in the buyers' hands long before publication, and I want to publish
at a good time of year. Everything seemed to point to a postponement —
under the circumstances August looks like the next good moment.

Sincerely,

o4

Lovell Thompson




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
9 PARK STREET BOSTON 7

March 27, 1947

Mr. Wallace Stegner
669 Marads Avenue
Stanford University
California

Dear Mr. Stegners:

I am enclosing the proof for the
front jacket flap and the back jacket
for SECOND GROWTH. Will you please
. .approve them and send them back to me
as soon as possible. Thankyou.

Sincerely,

o Stotley Tek

" Lois Shelley Good
Production Department

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
2 PARK STREET BOSTON 7
o March 26, 1947

i,

Mr. Wallace Stegner
669 Mirada Avenue
Stamford University
Palo Alto, Calif,

Deer Mr. Stegner:

| 2
I am enclosing a photostat of the finished
drawing for the endpaper of SECOND GROWTH. The artist
hes suggested that he spot in a few little stylized
figures, but I feel that it would confuse the map and
serve to distract the reader.

I would be awfully glad to know what you
think about the map generelly and if you would like
us to make any changes,

Sincerely,

&;;\3\Lajl£xx*JL14
(Mrs. Darcy Coyle)
Art Editor

Enc, -

CC:CAC
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LITEQAQY COQDOQATION Ol: AMEQICA

AGENCY

Q5 NOT‘tI‘I La Cienega Bou'eva'r'cl
I_os‘ Angele; 4.6 Ca“Fornia
CRestview 5-7404

June 9,
WILLIAM HERNDON

CABLE ADDRESS:
PRESIDENT - L

9
4
7

LiTcoa

Mr. Wallace Stegner

c/o Houghton Mifflin Co.
2 Park Street

Bostonn 7, Mass.

Dear Wallace Stegner:

I very recently had the pleasure of reading a brief outline of your new
book, SECOND GROWTH. Although the outline itself was lacking in detail,
it struck me immediately as a motion picture possibility. In view of

this feeling on my part, I should 1like very much to inform you that we
would be most interested in reading the entire work; and, should the
property measure up to our expectations, filmwise, subsequently attempting
to dispose of it to one or another of the motion picture companies. Our
fee is, of course, the usual ten percent of the selling price.

I1f% however, you are already reprssénted by amother literary agent, I would .
suggest that you disregard our query. We in no mammer desire to infringe . -
upon the province of another. In writing this letter I am, of course,
entirely unaware of your present connections, 4f any.

This office is devoted solely to writers and their material, and we are
specialists in that field. We do not even handle directors or producers
unless they have become such through their success as professional writers.
You may be assured that whatever you may see fit to entrust to this-office
will be handled with both efficiency and integrity.

We would, should the occasion arise, be extremely interested in knowing

whether or not you would be in a position to consider motion pic ture writing
assignments -- the adaptation and writing of scenarios for the screen. T
In many cases, when a literary property is s0ld as a motion picture, we are -i; :
able to place the writer at a lucrative salary on some sort of ecntractual LT
guarantee. Al

Thanking you in advance for any consideratlon you may give this letter, and
in the hope that I shall hear fram you in the near future, I am

Sincerely yours,
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2 PARK STREET BOSTON 7

Mr. ®allace Stegner
669 Mirada 2 .
Stanford University, California

Dear Wally:

Here are the publication figures on
SECOND GROWTH. The sales to publication
were 7,600 copies, and under your stsndard
royalty that means the book hed earned
$2,621.30 on publication day against an
advence of $5,000, I am sure.that the
reading-public is not going to agree with

one or two quite hateful and silly reviews

T have seen.

\\A.
Wiith all best wishes to you and zma%‘

Dorothy Hillyer




|-“ “ K 7046 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD, HOLLYWOOD, 28, CALIFORNIA

Jean C. Herrick, Vice-President, West Coast

September 9, 1947
Mr. Wallace Stegner
669 Mirada
Stanford University
Stanford, Calif.

Dear Wally:

As yet I have no definite information to report to you

on the possibilities of "Second Growth", However, I do
expect to have some discussion with Director John Ford

about it within a week or ten days. He is a fine, able

and sensitive picture maker. Stories that he has done have
included "Grapes of Wrath","Stage Coach", "The Informer",
"The Long Voyage™" and others that rate as screen classies.
Further, John was born and reared in Maine and should have, I
"think, some genuine understanding of a New England village.

It is my opinion that there may be opportunity for more serious
types UI" pictures within the next few months, World conditions
make it essential that many pictures be made for less than one
million dollars. This is much more possible when pictures are
- produced primarily for an American market.

In fact I am rather intrigued at the possibility of setting up

a small office here in Hollywood which would specialize in

; good writers who want assurances that their stories will' be

| faithfully reproduced on the screen if done at all, In such an
office I would see that the producers were carefully screened
before a deal was made., By such a method I think a good many fine
stories,which never get a hearing under the present set up, could
be sold. Do you think there would be enough writers,like yourself,
who would be interested? : ;
I will write you fully as to John Ford's reaction after my ok
interview with him,

Bes?“xgi:fds,
F., C\He

. B e R
R R O e oy

Affiliated ownership: THE MINNEAPOLIS STAR AND TRIBUNE. DES MOINES REGISTER AND TRIBUNE.




l-ﬂ ﬂ K 7046 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD, HOLLYWOOD, 28, CALIFORNIA

Jean C. Herrick, Vice-President, West Coast

October 3, 1947

Mr, Wallace Stegner
669 Mirada

Stanford University
Stanford, California

Dear Wally:

As yet, nothing startling has happened in the
sale of "Second Growth", but I do not feel this
is discouraging., It is a type of story that
can only be sold to the right man at the right
place. ‘

Also, the Motion Picture Industry for the past

two months has been in it's most disturbed condition
in many years. This condition is beginning to
subside, and I believe by the time I return from

my vacation, three weeks hence, some type of
nonmzlcy will prevail.

Best regards,




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY

2 PARK STREET BOSTON 02107
TELEPHONE: 423-5725

September 3, 1968

Mr. Wallace Stegner
13456 Three Forks Road
Los Altos, California

Dear Mr, Stegner:

I believe Craig Wylie has told you that we have been negotiating
our contract with Popular Library for a paperback edition of
SECOND GROWTH. We're still dickering about adding a small
figure for British paperback rights. Aas of now, however, the
contract calls for an advance of $1000,, half of which is
payable on signing and half on publication against royalties

of 6% of the list price to 150,000 copies sold and 8% after
that. There may be a few hundred dollars added to the advance
for the British paperback territory. In the meantime,

Popular Library has forwarded me the enclosed biographical form
for you to fill out., 1I'd be most grateful if you would do

so and return the material to Mrs. Levine at Popular Library.

Do let me know if any questions arise.

Yo Ob\C/uu(zuz%‘/\——-

Marcia Legru
Reprint Rights




CABLE ADDRESS AR The Riversive Press
HOUGHTON BOSTON g = =1 N Cambridge 38, Massachusctts

HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY

2 PARK STREET - BOSTON 7
September 26, 1968

Mr. Wallace Stegner
Greensboro,
Vermont

Dear Mr. Stegner:

I've been holding your letter of September 1O0th, pending
word from POPULAR LIBRARY, concerning their offer for British
paperback rights on the book. They came up with an additional .
$100 advance and I feel that that is too low to seriously
consider at this point. My proposal is to step up our cam-
paign to sell British hardcover rights, with the hope of obtain-
ing greater income for them. If POPULAR LIBRARY took the /
paperback rights, it would make the possibility of a British
hardcover sale, which might mean more remuneration, rather
slim. If, in the final analysis, we're not able to lease the
latter, and if you are eager enough to have British distribu-
tion, to put up with the small POPULAR LIBRARY advance, of
whicﬂ your share would be $50, we could always go back and
negotiate that paperback arrangement again. In the meantime,
I'm giving a copy of this letter to Anne Courtemanche, who 3
sells foreign rights here, with the understanding that she will
see what she can do here as regards British rights.

]

It's a pleasure to get a letter from Greensboro, since it
is close to my home town of Barre, as a matter of fact, . T
can't resist telling you that my mother, who works at the
Vermont Historical Society, raved about your speech to them
at the annual meeting last year!?

Yours,
NNaC Lo e
Marcia Legru

ML:1lc
cc to Anne Courtemanche




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY

2 PARK STREET BOSTON 02107
TELEPHONE: 423-5725

November 6, 1968

Mr. Wallace Stegner
13456 Three Forks Road
Los Altos, California

Dear Wally:

In case you don't already have the news, you'll be interested
to hear that we have made another sale of paperback rights of
SECOND GROWTH. The publisher is Popular Library. Terms are
an advance of $1000, with a royalty of 6% 1ist to 150,000, then 8%.

It was nice seeing you for a moment when you were in Boston.
I hope that the various tests that Mary has been going through
have turned out to be negative - if that is the proper term.

T 1

~Ishepewthat Susie and I can see you buth before too Tong.

Yours,

T

Paul® Brooks




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
2 PARK STREET BOSTON 02107

December 31, 1968

Mr, Wallace Stegner
Greensboro
Vermont

Dear Mr. Stegner:

I has taken me much too long to advise you

that last month Heinemann declined SECOND GROWTH,
but Marcia Legru, who is responsible for domestic
reprint rights, is fast on my heels with a sale
to Popular Library which will include both

U.S. and British rights. ©She is writing to

you separately,

It was a pleasure to meet you last October,
and I look forward to reading American West,

| as always, and hopefully with an excerpt from
' a Houghton Mifflin book one of these days!

Very happy New Year,

9_0..(1..:: -Q_g_

Anne Courtemanche




HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY

2 PARK STREET BOSTON 02107
TELEPHONE: 423-5725

January 3, 1969

Mr. Wallace Stegner
13456 Three Forks Road
Los Altos, California

Dear Mr.' Stegner:

— As Anne Courtemanche mentioned to you, we have given
Popular Library British paperback rights to SECOND GROWTH.
This means that they have increased their advance by $100,
making a total guarantee of $1100, half of which is payable
to you when the money comes in.

I wish I had more Stegner backlist novels to selll, The

short stories are a bit more of a problem with paperback
houses.

Yours,

Marcia Legru




