
2215 Devonshire Drive 
Cleveland Heights 6» Ohio 
13 October 1948

Dear Mr. Stegners

This le t te r  may he unnecessary hut it  seemed to 
roe desirab le  that i t  should be w ritten  and, in any 
case, i t  can do no harm.

In looking through the biographies in the cur
rent co llec tion  of 0. Henry P rize  s to r ie s^ (in  which, 
by  the way) 1 lik ed  y o u rs ), I  find to my horror that 
you have published a book e n t it le d MOn a Darkling  
B la in 11# I t  occurred to me that in reading the other 
sto rie s  ( i f  you have not already done s o ),  you w i l l -  
discover that I  have used the t i t le  "As on a Dark- 
lin g  P la in " fo r  an imaginary book of verse published  
by one of roy characters. "When you make th is d is 
covery you may think ^that it  was done with the 

-intention of r id ic u lin g  you. The fact is  that at the 
time I  wrote the story I had read several of your 
things and could have id en t ifie d  the t i t le s  o f  
severa l others but that one I had never heard o f at 
a i l .  J se lected  the t i t l e  because so many books are 
nowadays la b e lle d  with lin es  of verse and that seemed 
to me a like ly , one. How lik e ly  I have ju st learned I 
I f  th is odd circumstance stfould earn you some kid
ding from your fr ien d s , I  should not be p a rt ic u la r ly  
d istressed , but I  should be ao rry 'to  learn  that i t  
caused you any re a l embarrassment.

V Sincerely yours,
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3 LE ADDRESS  
ABITE, NEW YORK TELEPHONES

MURRAY HILL 3-5890-1-2-3-4

BRANDT & BRANDT
I O I P A R K  A  V  E N U E  

NEW YORK

Deoember 14, 1949

a irm ail

Mr. W allace Stegner 
Box 860K 
Route 2
Los A lto s , C a lifo rn ia

Dear W ally*

7 ' The Heath o f f ic e  w rites  me that Hammond now wants
to  take up ON A DARKLING PLAIN at the same terms as fo r  
BIG ROCK CANDY MOUNTAIN. They had hoped to  publish BIG ROCK 
CANDY MOUNTAIN th is  yea r, but manufacturing d if f ic u lt ie s  made 
iti-imposrsibi’e . I  know from my experience on other books that 
th ere  is  a p ile -u p  a t the p rin ters  in  England. ON A DARKLING 
PLAIN then would come out presumably in  the Spring o f 19Si.

Is  th is  a l l  r igh t w ith  you?

Yours,

BBsSH
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Daoaciber 14, ¿949 Boac 860K» Rout« 2
lös Altos« California 
Beoember 19« 1949

Mr. W&ll&oe StegBsr 
Bcz $60i
rou Miss Bornim» Bauragarten.
L o s l iW ^  A J ^ w a ^ ls  

101 Park A'vsöub 
Bow toxic« New York

rndoo* '. ' :j| ' ^  M '

X ahxinksa, l i t t l o  a t  ü »  «o t io n  o f  ON A DARKLINO PLAIH in  an 
to  suppe®« fcaving «k sa itb ed  1 b e tte r  tak » ths
?. Xi,oonsoquisioos.io fh o  th in g whioh; I  dom»t l i i »  la  * £  oours«5' ths p os tp on ii» 
C i r f  ^ »  ^ O  ROCg CAHBT, II00H3AXH« * Doos th iS  proposid^ineaif th a t Cffl A 
i t  P3LA33I TOuld be published in  tb e spring lo f l9 5 l Lieihd d B  BIO

„thjafffiPs MQUjBYAlH a ftan ^ ifaa tt iO rd o e s  I t  noan th ä t tiE  -BIG RQfly :
w ill bo publishad this coning spring and- OH A 

PLAXH tho yoar fbllowingT I  hopo tho lattor. Bitter way# x suppose 
i t  is  a ll, right with B».t X*U leavo it  up to you*

Thanks for ovoryihing. tou re,

SB t SH'

ü »4

tours»

BSallaoo Stegnor



BRANDT & BRANDT
101 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 
Telephone MUrray Hill 3-5890

December 22, 1949

a irm ail

Mr. W allace Stegner 
Box 860K, Route 2 
Los A lto s ,C a lifo rn ia

Dea W allys

I*m sorry I  was not c le a re r  t
in  my le t t e r .  THE BIG ROCK CANDY MOUNTAIN 
w il l  be published in  1950, and i f  Hammond 
oan get i t  out ea rly  enough they w il l  
probably fo llo w  along w ith  ON A DARKLING 
PLAIN in  the F a ll o f 1950, but i f  not i t  
w i l l  be out by the Spring o f 1951. *  w i l l
t e l l  Batienoe to  go ahead because I  th ink 

S i t  is  ju s t as w e ll to  have the English 
pub lication  schedule complete*

Yours*

BBsSH



BRANDT & BRANDT
101 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK 17 
Telephone M Urray Hill 3-5890

March 6. 1950

Mr. W allace Stegner 
Box 86QK 
Beute 2
Los A lto s , C a lifo rn ia

Dear W allys

I * to ju s t heard from  London 
that since Cape has announced a.book by 
Phoebe Fenwick Gaye ca lled  ON A DARKLING 
PL&.IN Hammond w i l l  have to  change the 
t i t l e  o f your book t o  CLASH BY NIGHT. Is  
th is  a l l  r ig h tt







f'f m  . J  y*-

•Kfk a % *t ■ ‘f  ' T *$r *•%* **/ I . &*;■>,(“

August 18, 1952
g :.t"i

Miss Be mice Baumgarten 
BRANDT & BRANDT 
101 Bark Avenue 
New York *17, New York

M'.f/iàt Ti % 4jc3

Dear Bernice* if

I  guess JÇ really, do want Hammond & Hammond 
to jurik uN A DARKLING PLAIN, and not bring i t  
oùt. I f  you w ill put .the propeo* machinery in 
motion j so that Heath can convey dites to Hammond 
& Hamaondj I  w ill appreciate it*  ; I  believe i t  
w ill be wti jright withUr^ Guttmanri i f  the E 
pounds are deducted ‘.from, royalties due or to 
become due o n  "other books,

• ■ tti-. i  a ■ I ■ Y'i.5* S? t* * s X i SSsfWSa.s * tb. • i'.i’, .¥

îl'f,■ .......... «... , -««Waÿ I t '  K«2? * ■The 7ià là  xïo dan ger o f  tu rn ing in to
a novel* As à d f  ̂ fa c ti danger
is  p a ra ly s is  a£ the moment«

4 ^  * p  '
*  ^  ?ii v * 1

t  ® ..̂ BÊaskî ■

■ i«

go tfcroagh.

VSxnk
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