
FISHING THE SOFT HACKLED FLY 

OUTLINE

BIG RIVERS Yellowstone. Missouri. Bighorn.

MEDIUM RIVERS Madison. Gallatin. Firehole. Lamar. Big Hole. Jefferson.

SMALL RIVERS Spring Creeks. DePuy. Nelson. Armstrong. Rock Creek 
Ruby.

OR BIG WATER—THREE CASTS OR MORE FROM ONE SIDE TO THE 
OTHER. MEDIUM WATER—TW O CASTS FROM ONE SIDE TO THE 
OTHER. LITTLE WATER—AN EASY SINGLE CAST FROM ONE SIDE 
OF THE WATER TO THE OTHER.

FISHING SOFT HACKLED FLIES FROM GUIDE BOATS

FISHING SOFT HACKLED FLIES FOR LARGER SPAWNING FISH IN 
THE FALL. SPECIAL SOFT HACKLED PATTERNS FOR STEELHEAD 
AND MIGRATING SALMON.

SPECIAL LEADERS FOR FISHING SOFT HACKLED FLIES. TODAYS 
NEW LEADERS ARE TOO SOFT AND AND TOO SMALL IN 
DIAMETER (ALTHOUGH VERY STRONG) WHICH TEND TO 
TANGLE THE LEADERS DURING CASTING AND FISHING, 
PARTICUALRLY WHEN THE ANGLER IS USING A DROPPER OR 
TWO. WE HAVE NEW FORMULAS FOR TYING SPECIAL, STIFFER 
LEADERS FOR FISHING SOFT HACKLED FLIES MADE FROM 
MAXIMA LEADER MATERIAL WHICH HELPS LAY OUT THE LEADER 
AND THE FLIES AND KEEPS DROPPERS STICKING OUT AT RIGHT 
ANGLES, WHICH MAKES THEM MORE EASILY SEEN AND HENCE 
MORE EFFECTIVE. THE BOOKS AND ARTICLES ON SOFT 
HACKLED FLIES AND DROPPERS HAVE HELPED TO INCREASE THE 
USE OF DROPPERS IN AMERICAN FLY FISHING. MOST AMERICAN 
ANGLERS AND PARTICULARLY THOSE ON THE BIG HORN ARE 
DOING IT WRONG AND WITH DEADLY CONSEQUENCES. 
SOMEHOW, SOMEONE THERE STARTED TYING A DROPPER ON THE 
BACK BEND OF THE HOOK WHICH WAS TIED TO THE END OF 
THE LEADER. THE ‘DROPPER’ FLY FOLLOWS THE FIRST FLY IN 
FRONT OF IT AND IF THE FISH MAKES A DASH FOR THE FRONT 
FLY AND MISSES IT FOR SOME REASON, HE IS SNAGGED ON THE



DROPPER TRAILING BEHIND IT.
THE PREFERRED ROD DESIGN FOR FISHING SOFT HACKLED 

FLIES. LIGHT RODS, PREFFERABLY THREE AND FOUR WEIGHTS 
THE PREFERENCE IS FOR A ROD LIKE THE WINSTON IM6 WITH 
THE BEND OR CURVE IN THE ROD NEARLY EQUAL ALL THE WAY 
THROUGH THE LENGTH OF IT. THIS KIND OF ROD IS THE MOST 
SENSITIVE AND HELPS THE ANGLER STEER THE SOFT HACKLED 
FLIES THROUGH THE RUNS AND RIFFLES. A DISCUSSION OF 
LINES, TOO, FLOATING, NON-FLOATING, ETC.

THE BOOK WILL INCLUDE AN AMPLE SECTION ON LINE 
HANDLING AND CONTROL WHICH IS BROUGHT ABOUT BY 
MENDING THE LINE IN THE A H E WOOD MANNER. (HE WROTE A 
BOOK IN ENGLAND ON FISHING FOR SALMON.) THE PROBLEMS 
OF FISHING THE SOFT HACKLED FLY ARE IDENTICAL TO WOOD’S 
PROBLEMS OF FISHING HIS LOW WATER SALMON FLIES, (SMALL, 
SPARSELY DRESSED FLIES) WHICH WOOD WANTED TO RIDE 
DOWN THE CURRENT "AS A LEAF”. WE WANT SOFT HACKLES TO 
RIDE DOWN IN THE SAME WAY WITHOUT STRUGGLE AND GOING 
WHERE THE CURRENT TAKES THEM.

IT IS EASIER TO FISH SOFT HACKLE ON LIGHT TACKLE 
THAN IT IS TO FISH THE WEIGHTED NYMPH ON HEAVY TACKLE 
A CONVERSATION HERE ABOUT THE TW O METHODS ONE 
GREAT ADVANTAGE OF THE SOFT HACKLED FLY IS THAT THE 
ANGLER CAN STAY FAR BEHIND THE DEEP RUNS AND FISH FROM 
ANKLE DEEP WATER WHERE THE THE WEIGHTED NYMPH 
ANGLER MUST WADE DEEPER AND DEPEND ON HEAVY SINKING 
LINES AND SINKERS TO GET HIS NYMPH DOWN TO FISH WHICH 
ARE LURKING IN THE DEPTHS. WGET FAR CLOSER TO



DROPPER TRAILING BEHIND IT.
THE PREFERRED ROD DESIGN FOR FISHING SOFT HACKLED 

FLIES. LIGHT RODS, PREFFERABLY THREE AND FOUR WEIGHTS 
THE PREFERENCE IS FOR A ROD LIKE THE WINSTON IM6 WITH '' 
THE BEND OR CURVE IN THE ROD NEARLY EQUAL ALL THE WAY 
THROUGH THE LENGTH OF IT. THIS KIND OF ROD IS THE MOST 
SENSITIVE AND HELPS THE ANGLER STEER THE SOFT HACKLED 
FLIES THROUGH THE RUNS AND RIFFLES. A DISCUSSION OF 
LINES, TOO, FLOATING, NON-FLOATING, ETC.

THE BOOK WILL INCLUDE AN AMPLE SECTION ON LINE 
HANDLING AND CONTROL WHICH IS BROUGHT ABOUT BY 
MENDING THE LINE IN THE A H  E WOOD MANNER. (HE WROTE A 
BOOK IN ENGLAND ON FISHING FOR SALMON.) THE PROBLEMS 
OF FISHING THE SOFT F1ACKLED FLY ARE IDENTICAL TO WOOD’S 
PROBLEMS OF FISHING HIS LOW WATER SALMON FLIES, (SMALL 
SPARSELY DRESSED FLIES) WHICH WOOD WANTED TO RIDE 
DOWN THE CURRENT “AS A LEAF”. WE WANT SOFT HACKLES TO 
RIDE DOWN IN THE SAME WAY WITHOUT STRUGGLE AND GOING 
WHERE THE CURRENT TAKES THEM. THERE WILL BE QUITE A 
FEW SIMPLE DRAWINGS IN THIS SECTION OF VARYING CURRENTS 
AND THEIR EFFECT ON FLY PROCEDURE, AND WAY TO MEND 
AND ROLL THE LINE IN ITS PROGRESS TO THE END OF THE CAST.

IT IS EASIER TO FISH SOFT PiACKLE ON LIGHT TACKLE 
THAN IT IS TO FISH THE WEIGHTED NYMPH ON HEAVY TACKLE 
A CONVERSATION HERE ABOUT THE TWO METHODS. ONE 
GREAT ADVANTAGE OF THE SOFT HACKLED FLY IS THAT THE 
ANGLER CAN STAY FAR BEHIND THE DEEP RUNS AND FISH FROM 
ANKLE DEEP WATER WHERE TH E THE WEIGHTED NYMPH 
ANGLER MUST WADE DEEPER AND DEPEND ON HEAVY SINKING 
LINES AND SINKERS TO GET HIS NYMPH DOWN TO FISH WHICH 
ARE LURKING IN THE DEPTHS.



FISHING THE SOFT HACKLED FLY 

OUTLINE

BIG RIVERS Yellowstone. Missouri. Bighorn.

MEDIUM RIVERS Madison. Gallatin. Firehole. Lamar. Big Hole. Jefferson.

SMALL RIVERS Spring Creeks. DePuy. Nelson. Armstrong. Rock Creek 
Ruby.

OR BIG WATER—THREE CASTS OR MORE FROM ONE SIDE TO THE 
OTHER. MEDIUM WATER—TWO CASTS FROM ONE SIDE TO THE 
OTHER. LITTLE WATER—AN EASY SINGLE CAST FROM ONE SIDE 
OF THE WATER TO THE OTHER.

FISHING SOFT HACKLED FLIES FROM GUIDE BOATS

FISHING SOFT HACKLED FLIES FOR LARGER SPAWNING FISH IN 
THE FALL. SPECIAL SOFT HACKLED PATTERNS FOR STEELHEAD 
AND MIGRATING SALMON.

SPECIAL LEADERS FOR FISHING SOFT HACKLED FLIES TODAYS 
NEW LEADERS ARE TOO SOFT AND AND TOO SMALL IN 
DIAMETER (ALTHOUGH VERY STRONG) WHICH TEND TO 
TANGLE THE LEADERS DURING CASTING AND FISHING. 
PARTICUALRLY WHEN THE ANGLER IS USING A DROPPER OR 
TWO. WE HAVE NEW FORMULAS FOR TYING SPECIAL, STIFFER 
LEADERS FOR FISHING SOFT HACKLED FLIES MADE FROM 
MAXIMA LEADER MATERIAL WHICH HELPS LAY OUT THE LEADER 
AND THE FLIES AND KEEPS DROPPERS STICKING OUT AT RIGHT 
ANGLES, WHICH MAKES THEM MORE EASILY SEEN AND HENCE 
MORE EFFECTIVE. THE BOOKS AND ARTICLES ON SOFT 
HACKLED FLIES AND DROPPERS HAVE HELPED TO INCREASE THE 
USE OF DROPPERS IN AMERICAN FLY FISHING. MOST AMERICAN 
ANGLERS AND PARTICULARLY THOSE ON THE BIG HORN ARE 
DOING IT WRONG AND W ITH DEADLY CONSEQUENCES. 
SOMEHOW, SOMEONE THERE STARTED TYING A DROPPER ON THE 
BACK BEND OF THE HOOK WHICH WAS TIED TO THE END OF 
THE LEADER. THE ‘DROPPER’ FLY FOLLOWS THE FIRST FLY IN 
FRONT OF IT AND IF THE FISH MAKES A DASH FOR THE FRONT 
FLY AND MISSES IT FOR SOME REASON, HE IS SNAGGED ON THE



THROUGH THE LENGTH OF IT. THIS KIND OF ROD IS THE MOST 
SENSITIVE AND HELPS THE ANGLER STEER THE SOFT HACKLED 
FLIES THROUGH THE RUNS AND RIFFLES. A DISCUSSION OF 
LINES, TOO, FLOATING, NON-FLOATING, ETC.

THE BOOK WILL INCLUDE AN AMPLE SECTION ON LINE 
HANDLING AND CONTROL WHICH IS BROUGHT ABOUT BY 
MENDING THE LINE IN THE A H  E WOOD MANNER. (HE WROTE A 
BOOK IN ENGLAND ON FISHING FOR SALMON.) THE PROBLEMS 
OF FISHING THE SOFT HACKLED FLY ARE IDENTICAL TO WOOD’S 
PROBLEMS OF FISHING HIS LOW WATER SALMON FLIES, (SMALL, 
SPARSELY DRESSED FLIES) WHICH WOOD WANTED TO RIDE 
DOWN THE CURRENT “AS A LEAF”. WE WANT SOFT HACKLES TO 
RIDE DOWN IN THE SAME WAY WITHOUT STRUGGLE AND GOING 
WHERE THE CURRENT TAKES THEM. THERE WILL BE QUITE A 
FEW SIMPLE DRAWINGS IN THIS SECTION OF VARYING CURRENTS 
AND THEIR EFFECT ON FLY PROCEDURE, AND WAY TO MEND 
AND ROLL THE LINE IN ITS PROGRESS TO TH E END OF THE CAST

IT IS EASIER TO FISH SOFT HACKLES ON LIGHT TACKLE 
THAN IT IS TO FISH THE WEIGHTED NYMPH ON HEAVY TACKLE 
A CONVERSATION HEREABOUT THE TWO METHODS. ONE 
GREAT ADVANTAGE OF THE SOFT HACKLED FLY IS THAT THE 
ANGLER CAN STAY FAR BEHIND THE DEEP RUNS AND FISH FROM 
ANKLE DEEP WATER WHERE THE THE WEIGFTTED NYMPH 
ANGLER MUST WADE DEEPER AND DEPEND ON HEAVY SINKING 
LINES AND SINKERS TO GET HIS NYMPH DOWN TO FISH WHICH 
ARE LURKING IN THE DEPTHS.

IN TH E STRUCTURE OF A TROUT STREAM, I PLAN SIMPLE 
DRAWINGS AND CAPTIONS OR WRITE UPS ON HOW TO FISH THEM 
WITH SOFT HACKLE FLIES. HERE ARE SOME OF THESE. THE 
LONG CURVE (INSIDE) WHICH IS USUALLY THE MOST 
PRODUCTIVE AND EASIEST TO FISH OF ALL THE DIFFERENT 
KINDS OF FISHING WATERS FOR SOFT HACKLED FLIES.

THE STRAIGHT WHICH IS USUALLY ON A SMALL RIVER AND 
WHERE THE CAST FISHES THE RIVER FROM ONE SIDE TO THE 
OTHER, WITH STEPS DO WNSTSREAM BETWEEN CASTS.

THE SHARP RIGHT OR LEFT F1AND ANGLE.
THE “S” CURVE, FISHED FROM ONE SIDE ON THE TOP PART 

OF THE CURVE, THEN CROSSED AND FISHED FROM THE OTHER 
SIDE IF POSSIBLE.

THE “V” IN THE CURRENT CAUSED BY A BOULDER AND HOW 
TO COVER IT FROM BOTH SIDES. THIS IS A GOOD PLACE FOR FISH 
TO GATHER BECAUSE FLIES AND FOOD ARE SUCKED IN BEHIND 
THE BOULDER, YET IT’S TRICKY TO FISH BOTH SIDES WITHOUT



JOCKEYING AROUND TOO MUCH.
DELIBERATE DRAG AND HOW TO ATTAIN IT 

FLIES LIKE THE MOTHER’S DAY CADDIS
WHEN FISHING

THE CONFLUENCE POOL CREATED BY THE EMPTYING OF A 
SMALLER CREEK INTO A LARGER RIVER, AND THE EFFECT OF THE 
POOL BEING CREATED THERE.

THE LEISENRING LIFT (FROM HIS EARLIER BOOK THE ART OF 
TYING THE WET FLY) AND THE BOOK IS RECOMMENDED TO THE 
READER.

THE BOOK COULD INCLUDE COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE 
PHOTOS OF RIVER SCENES, WITH CAPTIONS ON WHAT PARTS 
(BOULDERS, POCKETS, CURRENTS, DEEP WATER, SHALLOW 
WATER, WHERE TO PUT THE SOFT HACKLE. IN THE BEGINNING 
OF THE BOOK THERE COULD BE BLACK AND WHITE SQUARES 
WHICH ARE NUMBERED FROM ONE THROUGH 12 AND WHICH 
CORRESPOND TO THE PLACES WHERE TROUT ARE GENERALLY 
FOUND, RELAYED TO THE READER THROUGH THE CAPTION

THERE WILL BE QUITE AN EXPANSIVE SECTION ON KNOTS 
WHICH ARE IMPORTANT IN MAKING UP THE SOFT HACKLED FLY 
LEADER AND TYING ON THE MAIN FLY AND DROPPER AND 
DROPPERS. (THIS WAS NOT COVERED MUCH IN THE EARLIER 
BOOKS.)

I’M THINKING OF AN EXPANDED SECTION ON FISHING SOFT 
HACKLED FLIES UPSTREAM. I NEVER TOUCHED ON THIS IN ANY 
OF THE OTHER BOOKS, BUT IT IS A POPULAR AND GROWING 
METHOD OF FISHING THESE FLIES. AND I HAVE DONE IT QUITE 
OFTEN WITHOUT EVER THINKING TO WRITE ABOUT IT. BUT IT 
NEEDS TO BE COVERED IN A BOOK LIKE THIS. THE CHAPTER 
COULD BE NAMED SIMPLY, FISHING SOFT HACKLED FLIES 
UPSTREAM FISHING, OR UPSTREAM FISHING. IN THINKING 
ABOUT FISHING THE FLIES UPSTREAM, I REMEMBERED DOING SO 
MYSELF WHEN IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO GET INTO THE RIVER 
ABOVE THE AREA I WANTED TO FISH DUE TO HIGH, ERODED 
BANKS AND DEEP WATER ABOVE THE AREA (BIG RIVER DETAIL) 
WHERE I SAW MANY FISH RISING. THE ONLY OPEN AVENUE WAS 
TO WALK DOWNSTREAM ON THE BANK AND ENTER THE 
SHALLOWER WATER THERE, AND THEN TO FISH UPSTREAM 
WHERE THE TROUT WERE RISING. THE METHOD COULD 
INCLUDE THE USE OF AN INDICATOR, OR THE METHOD I LIKE TO 
USE OF WATCHING FOR ANY ERATICISIM IN THE BEHAVIOR OF 
THE LINE, WHICH INDICATES A FISH TAKING OR STOPPING THE 
DOWNWARD AND NATURAL PATH OF THE FLY, LEADER AND 
LINE.



THE BOOK COULD ALSO INCLUDE SOME NEW SOFT 
HACKLED FLIES WHICH I HAVE INVENTED OR COME ACROSS 
SINCE SOFT HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS.



FISH IN G  T H E  SO FT-H A CK LED  FLY

by SYLVESTER NEMES (Chapter name could be M EN D IN G )

It seems strange that some of the drawings, information and explanation of fishing soft 

hackled flies should come pardy from another fly fishing book...not on trout, but on salmon. 

The book, of course, is GREASED LINE FISHING FOR SALMON by Jock Scott, which was 

compiled from the fishing papers of A. H. E. Wood, who fished the Cairnton water on the Dee 

in Scotland from 1906 to 1941, during which time he caught 1226 salmon. I visited the water 

and the fisherman’s lodge in 1996 and wrote a chapter in my last book, SIX MONTHS IN 

SCOTLAND, about a J. D. Dallas, who fished the river with Mr. Wood for many years of his 

tenure. I know of no better way to show the reader how to fish soft-hackled flies than the 

drawings included here, which are partially based on those in this still, pertinent book.

Rivers are not like man made canals. They twist and turn and vary in depth from a few 

inches to several feet. Their gradients can be mild or severe which determine the speed of the 

current. River bottoms can vary from sand and gravel to silt and rocks and boulders which 

stick out of the water at quite high heights. We fish soft-hackled flies basically standing in 

shallow water and fishing the deeper parts of the water where most of the trout and the insect 

foods of that river are to be found. We want the trout to believe that our soft-hackled fly is one 

of those natural insects; not only by the way it looks, but also by the way it acts.

Unfortunately there is a vital connection between the fly and the angler which is the rod,
line and reel.



MENDING

Greased line fishing is defined in the book, “Greased Line Fishing For Salmon”, by “Jock 
Scott, as a method of angling which presents the fly in an entirely natural manner, and which 
ensures that the fish, having taken the fly, is soundly hooked. The basic idea in fishing the soft 
hackled fly is to use the floating line to carry the fly or flies, if you’re using a dropper, as close to 
the surface of the water as possible and to control the path of the fly or flies downstream without 
pull on the line or drag on the fly. Nymphs or emerging duns, which soft hackled flies are 
undoubtedly taken for, are not powerful swimmers, and are not often able to swim or move 
diagonally across strong currents. And much for the same reason that trout will not take a 
dragging dry fly on the surface because they cannot remember seeing natural insects doing that, 
they will also not take a dragging fly under it.

A. H. E. Wood was the name of the British salmon angler who invented greased line 
fishing, with the necessary mending of the line either upstream or down. He was supposed to 
have said, he liked the fly to float down like a dead leaf,” and to me that is a good way to 
describe the way I fish the soft hackled fly, and I do anything I can to fish my soft hackled flies 
“like a dead leaf,” or as if nothing was connected to the soft hackle.

Let’s look first at the equipment which might help you, the angler do this. The longer 
rod is better for fishing the soft hackled fly because it reaches out further into the cast and helps 
turn over (or mend) the line whenever the line may be dragging in the current. Drag can also be 
described by volume and speed of water. More volume and speed creates more drag (pressure 
against that portion of the fly line which is receiving the pressure from the extra volume and 
speed.) If a stream or a section of it flowed with equal pressure across its entire width, you 
wouldn’t have to worry about drag. One would need an absolutely smooth stream bottom to 
have no drag, but only canals flow so evenly. The better floating, tapered line offers the least 
resistance to mending which is the actual lifting and setting down of the dragging portion of the 
line. And of course, the lighter sized, tapered lines can be mended easier than the heavier ones, 
which makes me believe the 9 foot for three or four weight are perhaps the ideal rod and line 
packages for all around fishing of the soft hackled fly. I have preferred the Winston IM 6 rods 
for all of my more recent fishing of the soft hackled fly. The Rio Ultra floating lines also offer 
little friction in lifting and turning over the line when a mend must be made.

After many years of fishing the soft hackled fly, I have developed a style of fishing them 
which has become second nature to me. After making the cast, I point the rod at the fly line and 
follow it in its downward course with the rod tip, holding a large loop of the line in my left 
hand.. The rod is actually angled slightly downward and the mend is made either upstream or 
down. When the center or middle portion of the line begins to curve and to move downstream
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M EN D IN G

|  Greased line fishing is defined in the book, “Greased Line Fishing For Salmon”, by “Jock 
Scott,” as a method of angling which presents the fly in an entirely natural manner, and which 
ensures that the fish, having taken the fly, is soundly hooked. The basic idea in fishing the soft 
hackled fly is to use the floating line to carry the fly or flies, if you’re using a dropper, as close to 
the surface of the water as possible and to control the path of the fly or flies downstream without 
pull on the line or drag on the fly. Nymphs or emerging duns, which soft hackled flies are 
undoubtedly taken for, are not powerful swimmers, and are not often able to swim or move 
diagonally across strong currents. And much for the same reason that trout will not take a
dragging dry fly on the surface because they cannot remember seeing natural insects doing that, 
they will also not take a dragging fly under it.

A. H. E. Wood was the name of the British salmon angler who invented greased line 
fishing, with the necessary mending of the line either upstream or down. He was supposed to 
have said, he “liked the fly to float down like a dead leaf,” and to me that is a good way to 
describe the way I fish the soft hackled fly, and I do anything I can to fish my soft hackled flies 
like a dead leaf,” or as if nothing was connected to the soft hackle.

Let’s look first at the equipment which might help you, the angler do this. The longer 
rod is better for fishing the soft hackled fly because it reaches out further into the cast and helps 
turn over (or mend) the line whenever the line may be dragging in the current. Drag can also be 
described by volume and speed of water. More volume and speed creates more drag (pressure 
against that portion of the fly line which is receiving the pressure from the extra volume and 
speed.) If a stream or a section of it flowed with equal pressure across its entire width, you 
wouldn’t have to worry about drag. One would need an absolutely smooth stream bottom to 
have no drag, but only canals flow so evenly. The better floating, tapered line offers the least 
resistance to mending which is the actual lifting and setting down of the dragging portion of the 
line. And of course, the lighter sized, tapered lines can be mended easier than the heavier ones, 
which makes me believe the 9 foot for three or four weight are perhaps the ideal rod and line 
packages for all around fishing of the soft hackled fly. I have preferred the Winston IM 6 rods 
for all of my more recent fishing of the soft hackled fly. The Rio Ultra floating lines also offer 
little friction in lifting and turning over the line when a mend must be made.

After many years of fishing the soft hackled fly, I have developed a style of fishing them 
which has become second nature to me. After making the cast, I point the rod at the fly line and 
follow it in its downward course with the rod tip, holding a large loop of the line in my left 
hand.. The rod is actually angled slightly downward and the mend is made either upstream or 
down. When the center or middle portion of the line begins to curve and to move downstream



faster than the leader and the fly, it means there is more current and pressure in that portion of 
the river than at the leader and the fly. When this happens (and this kind of drag is far more 
prevalent than the other kind) the fly begins to ‘skate’ across the current in an unnatural fashion. 
This kind of drag can be alleviated quickly by lifting the dragging or curved or bent portion of 
the floating line and rolling it over back upstream, which removes pressure and causes the fly and 
leader to resume its more natural course.

The mend is difficult to explain, but it is performed rather stiffly. You roll the line over 
(in this case) upstream. The motion is in two parts. The first part lifts the line off the water and 
the second rolls it over. You don’t need much to make the fly effective. And try to keep the 
whole rod length in a parralell plane or even a downward one with the rod tip lower than the 
butt. In the average cast length of say forty or fifty feet you will not need more than two of 
these upstream mends in a single cast.

The downstream mend is performed in a similar way, except the dragging portion of the 
line is picked up and rolled over downstream instead of up. In either the upstream mend or the 
downstream one, you should try not to move the fly when mending is performed. So start out 
slowly mending only short pieces of line upsstream or down(when the is performed towardl 
recommend learning and practicing the upstream mend because. oNearly all the mends will be 
made upstream however and they occur That way you the angler can quicklyMost of theBecause 
the mending of the line either upstream or down can come at anytime, I keep in close touch by 
following the line down with the rod tip. and am ready to lift it quickly and turn it over 
whenever drag occurs. (The diagrams included here help to explain.) pointed in the stream 
Perhaps the most important ve become second naturenecessaryseem to lift off the water for 
mending with little frictionhave not yet tried the new Winston and most modern floating lines,
but being . A good double taper floating line floating line (see the chapter on leaders and 
making your own)



MENDING

 ̂ Greased line fishing is defined in the book, “Greased Line Fishing For Salmon”, by “Jock 
Scott,” as a method of angling which presents the fly in an entirely natural manner, and which 
ensures that the fish, having taken the fly, is soundly hooked. The basic idea in fishing the soft 
hackled fly is to use the floating line to carry the fly or flies, if you’re using a dropper, as close to 
the surface of the water as possible and to control the path of the fly or flies downstream without 
pull on the line or drag on the fly. Nymphs or emerging duns, which soft hackled flies are 
undoubtedly taken for, are not powerful swimmers, and are not often able to swimor move 
diagonally across strong currents. And much for the same reason that trout will not take a 
dragging dry fly on the surface because they cannot remember seeing natural insects doing that,
they will also not take a dragging fly under it.
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After many years of fishing the soft hackled fly, 1 have developed a style of fishing diem 
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THE OLD MAN AND THE RAINBOW

He was an old man and he was fishing between the two rocks on the river 
where he had fished for many years. It was early spring on a famous river in 
Montana, where the highway followed the river, bend by bend, mountain peak by 
mountain peak. Every passing truck or car could see him plainly, wading stiffly 
and casting repeatedly between the two rocks. ‘Look at that old man trying to fish 
out there,’ the drivers would say, ‘He doesn’t look too steady,’ and turn their heads 
back to the winding road.

It was true, his wading now was not what it once was. His movements 
were slow, deliberate and tottegy. When he took a step or two, he stretched his 
arms out clumsily to increase his balance. He had to settle for a moment after each 
step before he began casting again. He just didn't have the sense of recovery he 
had after fishing for more than 50 years. The bottom of a trout stream is never 
paved like a road and there’s the constant and inconstant push of the current. He 
knew quite sadly he could not wade like he used to. ‘I’ll just have to be more 
cautious and move more slowly,’ he told himself. He even tried a wading staff, 
and found himself relying on it too much. After a while, he likened it to a crutch 
and stopped taking it with him to the river.

But there was nothing wrong with his timing. The back false casts were 
short, the rod flexing through its whole length, and the line uncurling sharply in a 
straight line in front of him. He fished in the beginning and for many years with 
bamboo rods and soft, silk lines and stiff leaders made from a Spanish worm. He 
could never give up the sweet, bending rod, but gratefully, one rod company was 
still making a rod which, at least, felt like bamboo. Silk lines were no more, but 
he could still remember having to stop fishing, pull most of the line off the reel 
and stretch it across the bank to dry.



disturbances, the skies, the sun, the ice, the clouds, the rain, the thunder, the 
lightening, the snow and all of the sounds they made were in his piscatorial mind. 
Why did the old man want to repeat these things over and over again? Wasn’t 
there a satiation point? Enough’s enough, isn’t there? He had friends who fished 
practically untill the day they died. They were inflicted, too. Would the old man 
ever have enough or would he, too, fish during his last day on earth?

Sure there were other things he couldn’t do anymore. Important things.
He was sad he lost them, but if he had to pick the things he could continue to do 
for as long as he wanted, if there were a choice, that is, he knew he would keep 
the fishing and let go of all the rest.

The old man was in the middle of the two rocks moving slowly upstream 
in the knee deep water. He worked the water from side to side; then took a step 
upstream into the new water. There wasnt much choice of fly at this time of the 
year. In Montana at this time of the year, only the midge was on the water. It was 
the only Only the midge was on the water. The old man looked them up the first 
year available At this time of year he fished with his own midge pattern It was 
still early in the year when the only surface food for the trout were the midges He 
worked the water from side to side, five or six casts at every level, and another 
tottering step upstream. Some midges were on the water At this place on the river, 
the two rocks were like goal posts to the old man. He could fish it quickly and be 
gone somewhere else on the river, or he could fish the same two rocks for hours. 
People who drove the road regularly remembered him, perhaps saying, ‘There’s 
the old man again. I wonder if he ever catches a trout in that water?’

. . 2do it over againmind. cataloged how aknow where to put his fly. He 
had worked out so many possible solutions to fly fishing problemsseen He also 
knew what to look for in the water, on the water and he had seen so many trout 
had taken Now, because it was slower and more deliberateeven though they were 
. He preferred soft, bending rods, always did even when he was younger. The 
older anglers were like that because they grew up fishing bamboo When he was 
younger, he never worrried about wading verateHis casting now was not what it 
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His eyesight was still pretty good and his reflexes were still sharp. And 
because he had fished for so long, he could see the slightest movement of a fly or a 
fish and know what he had to do to hook it Was that a caddis, dun, spinner, or 
midge? A brown or rainbow? He had felt thousands of plucks at the fly, seen 
the sucks and circles of rising trout and remembered the skies, the sun, the 
clouds, and felt the cold and the rains of a hundred storms. Why did the old man 
want to repeat these things over and over again? Wasn’t there a satiation point?
Enough’s enough, isn’t there? He had friends who fished practically until the day 
they died. They were inflicted, too. Would the old man ever have enough or 
would he, too, fish during his last day on earth?

Sure there were other things he couldn’t do anymore. Important things.
He was sad he lost them, but if he had to pick the things he could continue to do 
for as long as he wanted, if there were a choice, that is; he knew he would keep 
the fishing and let go of all the rest.

The old man was in the middle of the two rocks moving slowly upstream 
in the knee deep water. He worked the water from side to side; then took a step 
upstream into the new water. There wasnt much choice of fly at this time of the &
year. Only the midge was on the water. Chironomidae, the professional workers - 
called the order of the black, gnatlike insects; so small you couldn’t possibly A

imitate just one of them on a hook. Luckily, they mated in clumps of six, eight or
ten, while the current just took them willy-nilly down the river. One of the old 
man’s fishing friends called them sex barges. The trout knew about the sex barges q 
too and with their sharper vision would pick out the bigger ones to use their 
energy on. Orl̂ C<

Midge fishing was not like the classic summer dry fly fishing, with its 
large choice of fly imitations. There were no or very few books on the subject of 
Chironomidae. The old man had stumbled on to an effective and taking fly quite 
by accident with a small peacock and partridge fly. It was one of the old patterns 
which had come down from the north of England. There were many trout 
streams in Yorkshire which resembled the There never fishing of the floating dry





fly. There was not the large choice of patterns to useimitations the trout 
That didn’t matter but It was the onlyOnly the midge was on the water. The old 
man looked than up the first year available At this time of year he fished with his 
own midge pattern It was still early in the year when the only surface food for the 
trout were the midges He worked the water from side to side, five or six casts at 
every level, and another tottering step upstream. Some midges were on the 
waterAt this place on the river, the two rocks were like goal posts to the old man. 
He could fish it quickly and be gone somewhere else on the river, or he could fish 
the same two rocks for hours. People who drove the road regularly remembered 
him, perhaps saying, ‘There’s the old man again. I wonder if he ever catches a 
trout in that water?’

. . 3do it over againmind. cataloged how aknow where to put his fly. He 
had worked out so many possible solutions to fly fishing problemsseen He also 
knew what to look for in the water, on the water and he had seen so many trout 
had taken Now, because it was slower and more deliberateeven though they were 
. He preferred soft, bending rods, always did even when he was younger. The 
older anglers were like that because they grew up fishing bamboo When he was 
younger, he never worrried about wading verateHis casting now was not what it 
once was, but stiff although the rod was soft
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THE OLD MAN AND THE RAINBOW

He was an old man and he was fishing between the two rocks on the river 
where he had fished for many years. It was a famous river in Montana, but it was 
early spring. The highway followed the river, bend by bend, mountain peak by 
mountain peak. Every passing truck or car could see him plainly, casting stiffly 
and repeatedly between the two rocks. ‘Look at that old man.’ the drivers would 
say, ‘what’s he doing there/ and turn their heads back to the winding road.

It was true, his casting now was not what it once was. His movements were 
slow, deliberate and tottery. That’s what it was, he told himself, tottery. He had 
looked for the word for some time and when he found it, he thought it was the 
perfect word to describe the way he fly fished now after more than 50 years. He 
just didn’t have the sense of recovery he had when he was younger, because it’s 
easy to run into a problem when you’re wading a trout stream, a good Montana 
trout stream. The bottom’s never paved like a road and there’s the constant and 
inconstant push of the current. He knew he could not wade like he used to. ‘I’ll 
just have to be more cautious, and move more slowly,’ he told himself. He even 
tried a wading staff, one of those collapsible ones, and found himself relying on it 
too much. After a while, he likened it to a crutch, and stopped taking it with him / 
totheriver. _ ^ ~ v v

But there was nothing wrong with his timing and his casting. His eyesight 
was still pretty good and his reflexes were still sharp. And because he had fished 
for so long, he could see the slightest movement of a fly or a fish and recognize 
the situation of the fly and the water. Was that a caddis, dun or spinner? A 
brown or rainbow? What makes the fly line move upstream against the current? 
The thousands of plucks at the fly, the thousands of circles, sucks and surface
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THE OLD MAN AND THE RAINBOW

He was an old man and he was fishing between the two rocks on the river 
where he had fished for many years. It was early spring on a famous river in 
Montana, where the highway followed the river, bend by bend, mountain peak by 
mountain peak. Every passing truck or car could see him plainly, wading stiffly 
and casting repeatedly between the two rocks. ‘Look at that old man trying to fish 
out there,’ the drivers would say, ‘what’s he doing out in the river this time of the 
year,’ and turn their heads back to the winding road.

It was true, his wading now was not what it once was. His movements 
were slow, deliberate and tottery. When he took a step or two, he stretched his 
arms out clumsily to increase his balance. He had to settle for a moment after each 
step before he began casting again. He just didn’t have the sense of recovery he 
had after fishing for more than 50 years. The bottom of a trout stream is never 
paved like a road and there’s the constant and inconstant push of the current. He 
knew quite sadly he could not wade like he used to. ‘I’ll just have to be more 
cautious and move more slowly, he told himself. He even tried a wading staff, 
and found himself relying on it too much. After a while, he likened it to a crutch 
and stopped taking it with him to the river.

But there was nothing wrong with his timing. The back false casts were 
short, the rod flexing through its whole length, and the line uncurling in a 
straight line in front of him. He fished in the beginning and for many years with 
bamboo rods and soft, silk lines and stiff leaders made from a Spanish worm. He 
could never give up the sweet, bending rod. His eyesight was still pretty good and 
his reflexes were still sharp. And because he had fished for so long, he could see 
the slightest movement of a fly or a fish and recognize the situation of the fly and 
the water. Was that a caddis, dun or spinner? A brown or rainbow? What makes



the fly line move upstream against the current? The thousands of plucks at the 
fly, the thousands of circles, sucks and surface
disturbances, the skies, the sun, the ice, the clouds, the rain, the thunder, the 
lightening, the snow and all of the sounds they made were in his piscatorial mind. 
Why did the old man want to repeat these things over and over again? Wasn't 
there a satiation point? Enough's enough, isn’t there? He had friends who fished 
practically untill the day they died. They were inflicted, too. Would the old man 
ever have enough or would he, too, fish during his last day on earth?

Sure there were other things he couldn't do anymore. Important things.
He was sad he lost them, but if he had to pick the things he could continue to do 
for as long as he wanted, if there were a choice, that is, he knew he would keep 
the fishing and let go of all the rest.

The old man was in the middle of the two rocks moving slowly upstream 
in the knee deep water. He worked the water from side to side; then took a step 
upstream into the new water. There wasnt much choice of fly at this time of the 
year. In Montana at this time of the year, only the midge was on the water. It was 
the only Only the midge was on the water. The old man looked them up the first 
year available At this time of year he fished with his own midge pattern It was 
still early in the year when the only surface food for the trout were the midges He 
worked the water from side to side, five or six casts at every level, and another 
tottering step upstream. Some midges were on the water At this place on the river, 
the two rocks were like goal posts to the old man. He could fish it quickly and be 
gone somewhere else on the river, or he could fish the same two rocks for hours. 
People who drove the road regularly remembered him, perhaps saying, ‘There's 
the old man again. I wonder if he ever catches a trout in that water?'

. . 2do it over again mind, cataloged how aknow where to put his fly. He 
had worked out so many possible solutions to fly fishing problemsseen He also 
knew what to look for in the water, on the water and he had seen so many trout 
had taken Now, because it was slower and more deliberateeven though they were 
. He preferred soft, bending rods, always did even when he was younger. The
2



older anglers were like that because they grew up fishing bamboo When he was 
younger, he never worrried about wading verateHis casting now was not what it 
once was, but stiff although the rod was soft
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