260 : THE FISHING GAZETTE.

[JunE 8, 1882,

CORRESPONDENCE.

We do not holdourselves responsible for opinions expressedby our Correspondents.
7 p B ?

THE THREE ASSOCIATIONS FISHERY SOCIETY.

Sir,—The proprietors of the River Wey Navigation, from whom we
have rented four and a quarter miles of the river, kindly gave me notice of their
intention to draw down the water between the Weybridge and Newhaw Lccks,
on the night of May 30th. :

I had several important engagements for Tuesday evening and ‘W ednesday,
and was therefore unable to go down. I was naturally very anxious for the safety

_of the fish, especially as I knew the number of rascals who would appear on the
scene with all sorts of appliances for their destruction. They have defied me to
interfere with them on previous occasions, and I should have been pleased to
witness their discomfiture in this instance.

The notice was so short that there was no time for consultation. Thompson,
the T.A.P.S. river keeper, in whom I have great confidence, was just the man
to manage the job. I wrote him to take it in hand, and to report to me the
result I have just received that report, and, as it will no doubt be interesting
to many of our readers to learn that we have fish in that water, and that they have
been properly protected at a time when they would otherwise have been at the
mercy of the Weybridge out-of-season, and out-at-elbow piscatorials, I
will ask you to publish it. : ¢

1 should like to add that T wrote to the president of the T.A.P.S, informing
him of the liberty I had taken in asking Thompson to leave his ordinary duties.,
Mr. Spreckley, replied he was pleased that Thompson should have assisted us.
—Iam, &c., : P. GEEN.

[copy.] .
' Eastworth, Chertsey; June 1.

S1r,—1 beg to report to you that I have watched the river Wey, which has
been emptied, and, to the best of my knowledge, not a fish has been taken
out.

Mr. Bungard, the chief inspector of police, sent me-a man; he met me at
Newhaw at 10 p.m., and remained with me till six in the morning. I found by
the foreman of the river that they would not fill-in till about eleven or twelve
o’clock that night ; so, knowing that the river mustn't be left, I engaged
another man {one I could trust) to assist me during the day. I engaged him
from six in the morning till twelve at night for §s. He is an ex-policeman. e
relieved me while I went home to refresh, and then we both stuck to it till the
water came in againand the river safe. :

It was well that you took the precaution to have the river watched, for as
soon as it got wind it was going to be drawn the idlers were about with sacks
and baskets and landing nets to get the fish out. They couldn’t make it out
seeing me and the policeman there ; they said they always were able to do it
and ought to now. I told them the water was rented and they wouldn’t be
allowed to do so again. But, however, they went away again grumbling, and
then again all day up to the time of the water coming down I was troubled
with the street arabs after the fish, and some of them led us a fine dance, for as
soon as our backs were turned for another part there would be a lot more come.
‘We had to keep on the move all the time.

The water was lowered down to about 6 inches, so low, indeed, that the fins
of the fish were above the water, and a splendid lot of fish they were too. I
saw a few thousands of them, roach, chub, dace, and jack, and a few terich, Of
course the biggest of them got in the deep by the flour mill bed, and there
were a few bushels of them there I know by the agitation of the water. Iam
told that the last time the water. was drawn off these fellows took away sacks
full of fish and sold them, but I can answer for it, this time they didn’t take
one. I suppose you will want it watched now you have taken it over,

Mr. Bungard asked me to tell you that he charges gs. for his man for the
night ; he is so busy or would have written to you. My expenses afe 2s. and
5. for the man, which will make 12s. in all. What am I to do, amI to charge
it to our commiftee or to you? Al

Hoping, sir, that what I have done will meet with your approval—I am, &c.,

e : ALFRED THOMPSON,

HOOKS; AND CHARACTERISTICS OF ABRAMIS BRAMA.
"' S1r,—Iask your permission to allow me to thank Mr. J. H. Keene for being so
good as to appreciate the metits of my inyention so highly as to have the temerity,
to appropriate whateverhonourmay be due to theresults of a lang experience as his
own ; notwithstanding that several years have transpired sincé—after having
already proved that existing ideas were erromeous,' by imparting ‘a! proper
inflection to various hooks—I brought out practically; and not theoretically, an

adduce as the eliminations of his own inventive genius. = = ‘ :
This hook was described and represented in diagrams some years agoin the
FISHING GAZETTE, long after it had been practically and thoroughly tested—
as I would not for a moment foist on' the public a theoretical and untried
instrument ; moreover, the form was that which you yourself were convinced,
at the time of publication, a hook should assume. The firm which produced
the implement for me made more than one pattern of the hook, the best only
being retained. A rejected pattern proved incontestibly that both Mr. Keene’s
and Mr. Pennell’s ideas in relation to the shank were incorrect.- The latter
gentleman advocates the thickening of the main bend in order to secure rigidity.
In my first hooks this plan was adopted; but the consequent attenuation of the
end of the shank resulted in such 'a flexibility of the whole hook that in small
trout flies the advantages of a good inflection of barb piece were annihilated ;
so as to make the hooks, under pressure on a bony or cartaliginous jaw,
assume an ordinary Limerick or other allied form. As the result of a series of
experiments on bodies of varying hardness, on the jaws of trout uncaught and of
those which had already been brought to shore, I proved conclusively that the
thickness of the wire from the end of the shank to the root of the barb piece
should be, for all practical purposes, the same throughout its whole extentin a
hook of even an approximately correct bend. A very trifling thinning of the
end, however, I allowed at the head of the shank, more as a matter of con-
venience in relation to the tying of gut and fly-making than for any other cause.
And now, turning to the minor bend at the base of the tarb piece, I have only
to remark that in a theoretically perfect and rigid hook there would be no
strain whatever at this point, as Mr. Keene alleges; there would be no curve,
but a pure, mathematical angle. On striking a fish a kind of jar would take
Elace; but no strain that is a result of lateral leverage ; yet, as the materials of
ooks cannot be obtained possessing perfect rigidity, the inventor has to modify
his machine in accordance with the properties of the things which he has

at hand.  On this account we find there is always a certain amount of
leverage or strain, at the minor bend under the influence of pressure;
even after we have imparted to a hook an inflection of barb-piece
and point, so as to make the line of impact and line of force identical.
So much is this the case, that I have had good sport with a set of hooks at
which the line of impact or inflection, when produced, struck the shank ata
point one third of the way down its length ; whilst the mere fact of such a feat
simply shows how ridiculous old ideas relating to inflection and impact have
always been, The hooks last named were some which had been manufactured
with” the lines of impact and force identical, but which in some strange way
became much more inflected in the process of tempering. In practical working
we discover that the minor bend cannot efficiently be replaced. by the typical
angle of Euclid ; as neither glass nor wire retain their perfect strength when
doubled, even in a heated state, too suddenly on themselves; besides this, the
exact degree of heat for such a delicate operation is difficult to attain.

Here, then, it is found that a bend must be substituted for the angle, yet an
exceedingly slight curve, which differs little from an absolute angle ; is all that is
needed to obviate entirely the brittleness which otherwise would be produced by
bending. The cases of fracture, to which Mr. Keene alludes, at the root of the
barb piece, usually occur owing to three defects: Ist, too great eflection; 2nd,
substitution of an angle for a minute curve; and 3rd, improper tempering or
bad material. :

The patterrs of hooks which I have already mentioned as becoming toomuch
inflected during the process of tempering, were also a good, but in the case of
my agents, a rare instance of bad metal; the maker, however, told me that

“ manufacturers are wholly at the mercy of the firms -that supply the wire, the

quality of which cannot be thoroughly ascertained until after the hooks are
made. From the foregoing reasons it may be seen that any thickening of the
minor bend is wholly unnecessary ; and like -the ‘corresponding enlargement of
the great bend in the Pennell hook, only causes the fly to float or sink inan im-
proper position in the water. The fragile nature of the wire at the root of the
barb and point, is due to other causes, being mainly the fault of bad workman -
ship. T wish Mr. Keene joy in the employment of his bayonet points, and
deflected, or ratherreflected, barbs. I cansimply record that, in the first case, I
had far rather have been without the hooks than with them, had not some good
flies been dressed thereon ; whilst, in the case of the barbs, I have always found
the form insufferable ; have only been too glad to replace them in their proper
position ; and, in case they broke off in the latter operation, to employ new flies ; as
experience has amply proved that a hook without a barb is a worthless machine
when barbed steel is to be had. For though small fish may occasionally be
caught fairly with a simple pointed hook, when they can be transferred to land
at once, without playing, or sometimes when the line can be kept uniformly
tight, still no sane man could believe a barbless hook to be in any way
favourably comparable with an orthodox pattein; besides this, one of the great
objects in the hook, which T invented years ago, and which I was the first to
prove, both theoretically and practically, to be the form that hooks “should
actually assumé—not merely asa subsequent shiadowing forth, when others
dared not grapple with the difficulty—is the assumption of a shape in which the
barb-piece and barb are least obtrusive, whilst more effective in obtaining and
retaining their hold on the fish. ot ;

Mr. Keene is again wreng in relation to Penncll’s hook, which is not built on
the Limerick principle—a principle that the latter gentleman says he abomi-
nates—but is merely a Kendal sneck-bend, somewhat thickened at the main
curve, a trifle more’inflected, yet without the lateral deflection.

T await the results of Mr. Keene’s researches, which have yet to be developed,
and thank your contributor for his magnanimous forecast -of what " his ‘opinions
will be, which lead kim to adopt my views, and consequently patterns, almost
in their entirety—even to the discarding of less inflected hooks, such as the
¢ Crystal ”” and Pennell varieties ; and for so kindly appropriating them as his
own—a thing which indeed I might have expected, as my hook was a free gift to
anglers, and any one might therefore think every thing connected with it, his
own special property. I must remind you, Mr, Editor, that I have  another
hook, built on exactly the same principle as the first, but slightly' modified in
one respect, which I also intend to give to the brotherhood ; and which, like-
wise, has had some years of practical work, though only intended for fine fishing
for brook trout. To this, in a former article, I once made a passing allusion ;
and one of your printers was so gobd as to add the word ¢ patent,”” which I
know was not in my manuscript ‘when I'sent it.'i As this implement is 7ot
patent, Mr. Keené may perhaps inform us that-—although, like its compeers,

it has for long been in private circulation amongst my own angling friends—he
| shadowed forth the design in day$ gone by. -Very well, I wish you luck with
' your designs, Mr. Contributor ; but theéy both are my inventicns.

Turning now to another subject, I:have to report the eapture of a lake bream

| in the Yere, a little above Ripon. i The' fish was shot by a rifle, and subse-
| quently handed to me, as curator, for' exhibition and preservation. Bream are
implement with the requisite qualities, which Mr. Keene is now so kind as to |

very rare in this section of the Yore ; and as there is such a close resemblancé

between the lake and white varietiés, I give the detailed characteristics of the

fish in my possession :— .

Abramis Brama.

Body, extreme length, 24 inches; length to fork of tail, 20} inches; depth,
81 inches; width, 23 inches; girth, 17} inches; weight, 53 1b.

Head, length to rear of opercular valve, § inches ; depth at nape of neck, 3}
inches ; girth at nape of neck, 9} inches,

Scales of lateral line reaching a width of 1 to'§ of an incli, -

Nostrils, each with double apertures, ‘and transverse groove in front, just

* ‘above the lip. ; . i ’

Head small ; opercular arch rounded with air-tight branchial valve.

Branchie, three pairs, and arches provided internally with semi-cartilaginous
flexible processes or branchial fringes. :

Mouth small, toothless ; lower lip shorter, above which a groove runs to an

. inch behind the buccal orifice; lower lip curved upwards as a tubercle in-
ternally.

Colour, generally a rather dark or silver grey, with a slight tinge of yellow. Body
whiter below the lateral line than above. Upper aspect of head olive green ;
the whole of which was somewhat yellower than the rest of the body. Bright
yellow spot on left pre-operculum, Irids yellow.

Form, as far as posterior extremity of anal fin, oval ; vertically depressed.

Lateral line of g7 scales, 12 above and 8 below. Couch gives much fewer in
his plates both of lake and white bream.

Pectoral fin, 17 rays ; lower border crescentic ; second and third rays longest,
not reaching to the ventrals.

Dorsal fin, 11 rays ; last ray double and of same length as first, which is rather
less than half the length of second. 'Anterior root much behind that of
;rcntral, and only very slightly in advance of vent ; second and third rays

ongest. y
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states of the water, for what exact reason cannot be decidedly
stated ; but it has,no doubt, something to do with visibility,
naturality, and experience, all combined. A bright orange-red
hackle and a black palmer have been found very killing in a heavy
rolling freshet.  Now both of these colours are the two hues
most distinctly visible in such a water ; but not only this,
there are, during such a flood, a great number of caterpillars red
and black, beetles red, brown and black, but especially black,
yet many red or sometimes brown, for either of which the reddish
hackle and palmer may, in the discoloured water, be easily mis
taken; the fish feeding boldly when the iiver is heavy and being
equally ready for a cow-dung fly, a beetle, ora caterpillar.

Thus experience declares these two colours are good, and many
anglers will almost swear by the red and black palmers, seldom
fishing except in this state of water, and doing little at any other
time with other flies. For deep pools or lakes, a bright yellow
or orange fly has been muchrecommended; and itisindeep pools,
under bushes or nettle-clad banks, that the red palmer is often
very killing, the hairy caterpillar, red or red and black, dropping
naturally in such places into the water. The greendrake, of
a greenishyellow colour, is often killing in lakes and deep waters
elsewhere. It is anatural fly of large size andeasily distinguished
colour, hence of great visibility.

The stone fly may likewise be used in lakes with success, and
also in heavy, rough streams in strong rivers ; it also is of large
size, and visible in water| where smaller insects are overlooked.
The sand or sedge fly, a large reddish brown or yellow insect,
is easily discernible, and so has been found a killer in deep waters
generally. The ruddy variety of the whirling dunisa fly of
moderate size, bright colour, and clear delineation, and is one of
the very best killers in all waters, and in part owes its great killing
power to its being easily mistaken for two of the best flies on the
angler’s list, namely, the yellow and blue duns. For low water
small pale and iron-blue duns or hackles on minute hooks, and
the small grey mottled mallard beetle, are the most natural and
deadly baits. In cold windy weather the blue dun, whirling
dun, and March brown, or flies closely resembling the latter, are
most efficacious. In warm windy weather the cow-dung, "alder and
oak flies, bluebottle, and hawthorn fly are found upon the water.
In the evening, small light duns, brought into life by the heat of
the day, such as the pale evening dun, are plentiful in summer.
During a sudden shower the spinners are peculiarly fatal, whilst
at twilight anything in the shape of a fly is greedily devoured. It
has generally been owned by anglers of all shades—Naturalists,
Formalists, Colourists, &c.—witha certain feeling of haziness and
hesitation, that even if trout do mistake the artificial lure for an
insect, or whatever their ideas may be on the subject, one thing
at least is certain : it is, at any rate, undoubted that salmon donot
make any mistake when they endeavour to swallow the gaudy,

glittering, many-coloured lure specially contrived for their peculiar-

advantage ; for few have been audacious enough to presume that
the structure is meant for the copy of any insect. The long-bodied,
sparsely-winged and hackled salmon lures have not inaptly been
compared to the huge and attenuated dragon fly ; some of the
bushy lures may have almost as close a resemblance to humming
birds. Dragon flies, assuredly, have an aquatic origin; but with
how many humming birds can a young salmon have met ? Dis-
believing the bird theory, others have no less presumptuously
declared that the bait resembles nothing in heaven above, nor
in the earth beneath, nor in the water under the carth ; this being,
no doubt, the reason of the salmon’s adoration. Yet stop ; rush
not so headlong to a rash conclusion; but before so bluntly
denouncing the structure as lifelike, but still resembling nothing
living, wait till your knowledge is a little more complete.
Tet it be admifted that your experience of earth and air
is not utterly despicable, but pause awhile. The master
of the art will not yield you any admission further. You know
the depths of ocean, do you? You have followed the young
salmon to ocean’s murky depths, and are well aware of all the

glittering, many-coloured denizens of the deep ? Tush, it is not -

so! Away with you | What know you of the sea’s dark mysteriés,
or of the sparkling lights of its dim remote sub-aerial halls ? You
are beside yourself if you say, Nothing in the sea!” Walk into
the museum of the Naturalist, and a few of those many-hued and
dimly-sparkling candles of ocean’s inmost rocks and caverns may
be seen. An animal, the very size of your gaudy silver and gold,
purple, blue, and green, your many-tinted salmon lure, with moving,
glittering, many-coloured scales and hairs planted all over its
lovely lustrous form, may there be seen ; the namesake of the
Queen of Loveand Beauty, the lovely Aphrodité. Hereis your gaudy
salmon lure, such as the Britannia and Undine, clad in regal purple,
the long -lost reminiscences of which are briefly re-awakened in
fresh water to gladden the triumphant angler’s heart. But are not
other iridescent forms found in the watery deeps? Rich-hued
actimae, medusoids, and polyzoids of every size and shape and
countless colours. Such myriads, indeed, thatit were -a feat

impossible for’even an aged salmon to remember each after an
absence in fresh water ? So numberless that anything of many
colours, actively moving, and of bulk like that of ocean prototypes,
has such magnetic influence that the huge fish is drawn towards
it, and bristling jaws enclose a rare, and, for them, too fell
deception.

Thoughts on the general theory of flies naturally lead to the
attentive study of the numberless varieties of insects on which
trout feed most voraciously. It isas well to review the natural
history of these creatures alone, and not mingle the two phases
of the case together. These subjects at last involve the fly-fisher
in the abstruse and practical system of manceuvring elsewhere
discussed, including the most important operations in the whole
art; perfection or consummate deftness in which stamps the owner
as a master of the pastime.  Before the old angler I need hardly
demur in placing at such length, and disposing as my own thoughts
dictatz, so many pithy points. The goal I have sought to reach
is, on one hand, truth; goodcraftsmanshipontheother;and it is for
the old practitioner to judge if I have conned the art aright. Upon
the young fly-fisher I must urge that, though the subject may
appear tedious at the first glance, it is worthy of much considera-
tion ; and is, as laid forth by me, whether rightly or wrongly, the
the result of long years of pleasant labour by the river side in
many countries ; moreover, it is by toil proficiency is attained.
We cannotall be born masters, though we mayinherita love for the
art. Therefore, follow up unceasingly all the best maxims by the
banks of the stream j and perhaps, in time, you may croak more
loudly than THE RAVEN,

BLANK DAYS.

By J. P. WHEELDON.

I MET a very good friend of mine the other day, whilst mooning

meditatively through St. Paul’s Church Yard ; and being an
ardent gossip, he instantly buttonholed me. If I could have
shirked him decently, I would assuredly have done so; for, apart
from the fact, that he thinks no sooner is one “Scotch cold”
swallowed, than it is an immediate signal for filling the tumblers
afresh, and emptying them again as speedily as possible, but he is
an inveterate and painful stammerer. Therefore with a frame of iron
and a stomach capable of sustaining any number of liquid assaults
of any known quantity, quality,and stren gth, he can very soon settle
me; while his longing for gossip, and particularly fishy gossip,
is as unbounded as his hospitality and his capacity for swallowing
whiskey.

“My-de-de-did-dear fuf-fuf-fuf-friend,” he at last sputtered out—
« How are you-an-an-an-an cuk-cuk-cuk-come and have-a-a-
whiskey.” In vaindid I assure him—which, by the bye, was an
utterly unnecessary untruth—that I had just had one. ‘“All the
more reason,” he instantly blurted out,  why you sh-sh-sh-should
have another.” I pleadedliver next, and his immediate reply was
that, “ Whiskey, so long-long as you take e-c-e-nuff of it, is the
fuf-fuf-finest med’cine for liver in the whole bl-bloo-blooming
world, my boy.” After that I hauled down my fighting flag and
surrendered ; and the very first question that my chum put to me,
after nodding over the edge of the tumbler and moving it slowly
across his up-er lip, and just under his nose in a very mysterious
manner—motions which may either be a sign of FFreemasonry or
Tenianism, and I’'m sure I don’t care which—was this, ¢ Why,”
said he, “‘how is it that in every blessed article you write, old
fuf-fuf-fellow, you're always catching fish and nev-nev-never have
any bl-bl-blanks.”

Blanks! Good heavens above, why I've perfectly revelled in
blanks in my time, and I doubt not that every fisherman that
has ever handled a rod has had his full share ‘into the bargain,
if he were only honest enough to admitit. The marvellous fisher-
man—that man who is always doing something to rouse the bile
or enthusiasm, as the case may be, of his many friends—is the
man who has ample time, money, and oportunity at hand. That
is the stuff of which your “crack’’ is made, as a rule ; and I fear me
sometimes, that the item * money,” plays no inconsiderable part
in the size and multiplicity of hisbags. This gentleman probably
goes out day after day, week after week, and his blanks are kept
carefully in” the background., The captures only—and in some
cases they are the result of commercial speculation—come to the
surface, and the world lifting up its hand says, ‘“ What a wonder he
must be.” I know sundry men whose names hardly ever come
to the front, and I know others whose names literally coruscate

-as bright particular stars in the piscatorial firmament. I should

much like to have a shy at one or other of the stars, nominating
a hole-and-corner man as my representative, and somehow
fancy that in an all-round game I should have a bit in hand.
Fancy! it isn’t fancy, I am certain of it. 5
Can I, say you, call to mind a blank or two, as a refreshing:
difference to papers which may frequently tell a reverse tale? 1
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Ventral fin, grays, reaching vent ; second ray longest.

Anal fin, 27 rays; anterior border arcuate; third and fourth rays longest.
Yarrell mentions this fin as containing 27 rays, but Couch limits the number
to 24 or 25. >

Caudal_fin, 19 rays (by 10), with five successively smaller, imperfectly deve-
loped supplementary rays supporting each border, making 29 rays in all.
Couch gives 17 as the number. .

Colour of fins generally dusky to a bluish grey, the pectorals being much the
lightestiin hue; the dorsal and caudal rather dark, and the ana) the darkest of |
the number, witha decidedly deep bluish or smoky grey shade.—I am, &c.,

: | R. BALDERSTON. .
Curator and Librarian of the Ripon Naturalists’ Club
and Scientific Association, ;
| We remeraber Mr. Balderston’s hook, and like the shape very much, but
consider the point should have the side twist, in spite of Mr. B.’s theoretical
objections. Does Mr. B. know what kind of bream it is which so abounds in
Semmier water near Hawes ? This lake runs into the Yore.—ED.]

FELL BECK FISHING. :
S1r,—Will you kindly tell me, in your next issue, the best place in West-
morcland for fell beck fishing and the best place to stop at >—I am, &c.,
: - FISHERMAN.
Perhaps our correspondent who wrote about the Fell Becks will answer this,

although ¢¢Fisheman’’ might gather from that article a good idea or two as
to where to go.—ED.] i

HATIR AND GUT CASTS, FLY LINES, &c.

Sir,—Believing that your columns 2re ever open for the furtherance and
advancement of angling in all its branches, I will lay a comparison before you,
which I hope will convince you of the superiority of hair and silk fly line to
prepared silk braided. In the first place, we will take hair and gut casts. I will
bear all crivicism from my brother anglers, if I am wrong, when I say that hair
lashes or casts ure far superior (providing you'can obtain strong hair) to the finest
gut. The great secret of success in fly-fishing for trout and grayling, and even
dace, in fine waters. It always was, and always will be, an acknowledged fact that
you may take a dish of fish with hair, when you might throw and cast in vain
with gut, in the Derbyshire and other extreme fine waters, with the same flies,
and why ?—because of its lightness and buoyancy. But here is an obstacle—
where is this strong hair to be obtained ?* This is the only difficulty. We
occasionally do come across this very rare article, and then we have more appli-
cations for it than we can supply. I mustsay he must be a skilful angler (an
adept) to use hair ; plenty of space to kill his “fish, ‘no bushes, stakes, piles, or
stones. . . ‘ e S et

I have quoted the above comparison for the simple fact of explaining the
reason I give that hair and silk plaited and tapered fly-lines are superior to
prepared silk braided lines, or any other yet introduced. Of late years we have
been able to obtain very fine gut, but to use this to advantage we must have
a good plaited hair trace, collar or point, or a well-made hair and silk plaited
line for buoyancy and lightness on the water, to depend on using the dropper
flies to advantage. Those who use prepared silk,or other lines than those mixed
with hair, can only depend in a great measure on the point fly, or stretcher, I
thoroughly agree with the writer who signs himself ¢ Raven,” in your number
of May 20; I thank him very much. I must say a more able and accomplished
letter on this subject (I should say a greater authority) I do not wish to quote ;
goond, sound practical” experience. You see, ke adds, the great requisition is
lightness; and advocates hair and silk, and states that some anglers have a
difficulty in casting the fine hairand silk line. In this instance I would advise
them' to use not qui‘e so fine a tapered line, it will still lie light on the water,
and as they progress in the manipulation- or casting the fly, the finer the line
they will devise. I see again in the same number, May 20, an article ¢ Gut and
Hair,” signed ¢¢ Creel,’’ a full substantiation of my words—lightness, &c. ; and
adds, justly, freedom from entangling itself, for its becoming straight in the act
of throwing, durability, &c. - : g !

The great and main object is, when casting a long line on the surface that it
should fall and lie light, and not drag through the water.—I am, &c.,

TROUT.

[Having fished the Derbyshire streams for fifteen years, we may claim some
little knowledge of them, and will back our drawn gut collar against any hair
ever grown, and our plaited waterproofed silk against any silk hair ever plaited
or twisted ; we cannot say more than this.—ED.]

HOW THE CASTS WERE MEASURED AT THE “F, G.”
TOURNAMENT.

SIR,—I have noticed query No. 3, by M. B, in last Saturday’s FisH-
ING (GAZETTE, and have seen Mr. J. P. Wheeldon to-day about it.

‘We think your correspondent M. B. has mixed up two different things,
for the length of cast from a fly-rod should be from point or top of rod to fly ;
and in ¢ casting from the reel”’ the length of line should be measured from the
reel.—We are, &c., A. G. JARDINE.

May 30, 1882. J. P. WHEELDON.

FISH SLIME.
¢¢ Marke Antony *’ sends us the following for publication :—
In reply to your note, I did some years ago make an examinination of some

_ “fish slime,” but at the present moment I am unable to find my laboratory

memorandum, where I recorded the results.

I remember, however, that I found a viscous or glutinous adhesive substance,
composed principally of carbonate of lime, and in some cases (especially in salt-
water fish), an additional element of chloride of sodium.

About this time I met the late Mr. Frank Buckland, and he told me that in
nearly every case, especially in that of the eel (azguilla)—this slime was a true
skin, which greatly protected it from cold, and its removal caused the most
acute pain,

You are at liberty to incorporate this in any communication you may feel dis-
posed to make, and in the event of disopinion I will exhaust the subject in an
article for you.—I am, &c., SV AL

Chemical Laboratory, 1, Carlyle Square, Chelsea, S.W., :

29th May, 1882. :

: i WORMS WANTED.

S1R,—1I shall be glad if any of your readers could tell me where I could buy
some worms, such as brandling and smalll red-worms, in quantities.—I am, &c.,

354, Moseley Place, Birmingham, W. J. EVANs,

FISHING AT SANDOWN.

Str,—Can you or any of your readers kindly tell me if there is any good sea-
fishing at Sandown, Isle of Wight ; and, if’so, what tackle one should take.—I
am, &c., ‘W R.SWEST,

May 31. . e : . L

SHREWSBURY SEVERN ANGLING SOCIETY.

A SPECIAL meeting of members of this society was held on' Tuesday

week at the Club-house, 59, Mardol, Shrewsbury. The chair'was .
taken by Alderman Groves, and amongst others present were—James.
"Watson, Esq. (Berwick), the Rev. ‘K. Myers, ‘Councillor J. Groves,

Messrs. Hawley Edwards, C. Matthews, F, Jackson, H. S8mith, W.

A. Smith, R. Ellis, sen., J. Woodfin, Milner, R. O. Jones, Wycherley,

Morris, Geo. Groves, Fred H, Morgan, hon. sec., &c. .

The Chairman said as this meeting had been called in the interests
of the public at large, and not for a particular class; he had readily
consented to take the chair. He warmly supported the steps that had
been taken by the society to preserve the sport in the river within the
limits of the borough, in the interest of the holders of' rod andline
licenses. It was a well-known fact that gentlemen would ' come to
Shrewsbury during the season if anything like sport could be secured
for them. It was a matter for regret to see so many of the fry of
salmon hawked about, which had manifestly been caught by net.

Mr: Hawley Edwards said, as they knew, he presented the memo-
rial from this society to the Board of Conservators at their last meeting,
and he thought they would all be satisfied at the manner in which it
had been received. The Board were quite willing to co-operate with
any steps the Corporation might wish to take within the immediate
vicinity of the borough; that being so, they had advanced one step
in the right direction. There were two courses open to the Associa-
tion: one was by getting the Corporation to take the matter up and
support an Act of Parliament vesting in them the entire control of
the river within the borough. If that were done there was no doubt
that the Board of Conservators would support the Corporation of
Shrewsbury in their application. The only difficulty with' which that
course might be met was that Parliament might say, ¢ You are asking -
us to deprive persons within the borough of the right of fishing with *
nets.” His answer to that would be, in the first place, that no person
had a right to fish in the river without the consent of the riparian:
owners, if they chose to exercise their rights, Therefore, assum-
ing that the riparian owners in the borough would be willing to:
support the Corporation if an Act conferred upon them the entire
control of the river within the borough, that difficulty would be got-
rid of. The other matter was a question of expense, upon which he
was not in a position to give much informa tion; because he ‘did not
know what an Act of Parliament would cost. The preliminary steps
might be taken by the Corporation, and they might then ask that
some guarantee should be given to them in that direction. There
was another course open to the association, and one which, he took it,
would oust the Board of Conservators entirely so far as trout and
coarse fishing was concerned, and that followed from a decision .
which had recently been given in one of the superior Courts as to the
rights of the riparian owners as to fishing in a stream. If the
riparian owners would agree to lease the fishing, the whole question
of an Act of Parliament might be got rid of, and the owners could
lease the right of fishing to the Corporation' or any other body. At
present, the granting of a license by the Board of Conservators did
not, give the holder of such license a legal right to fish unless with the
consent of the riparian owners. v

These observations led to much conversation as to_ what would be
the best plan to pursue, in the course of which Mr. Watson thought
it would be well to conciliate the riparian owners before they went for
an Act of Parliament.

Rev. E. Myers thought that the practice of allowing ducks on the
river was the cause of the destruction of thousands of young fish and
myriads of spawn. )

The Chairman replied : I'm afraid you could not stop that if the
owners claimed the right of navigation. ;

Mr. Hawley Edwards stated that even now holders of licenses for
netting salmon could be prevented fishing by owners of land adjoin-
ing the stream on either side ; ‘and that owners on either side had a
legal claim to the centre of the stream, with a right to pass over it
just the same as in the case of a highway.

After further conversation, the following resolution was agreed
to:—¢ That the following gentlemen form a committee, namely,
Messrs. Watson, Groves, Morris, Wycherley, Edwards, Myers,
Ellis, and the secretary, for the purpose of ascertaining from the
riparian owners within the borough their willingness or otherwise to
grant to the Corporation of Shrewsbury. or a body of trustees, the
night of fishing for a term of years so far as their respective lands
extend, keeping in view their existing rights ; and also, if necessary,
to draw up a memorial to the Corporation if they entertain the
matter.” ; :

The following letter, addressed to the secretary of the society, was
read from Mr, Willis-Bund :—

¢ Dear Sir,—I am much obliged to yourselves and the Shrewsbury
anglers for the kind appreciation of what the board did at their last
meeting. I am sure that the board will always be only too happy to
co-operate with the anglers in preserving the fish and promoting true
sport. I wrote to the Mayor of Shrewsbury to say that we must apply
to Parliament to give us power to make regulations as to coarse fish,
our present power extending over salmon only ; and the town clerk
replies that the matter shall be attended to. Meanwhile, I trust your

Society will do their best to promote action by the town counciz,in
the matter.,—Yours faithfully, ]y WILLIS-BUND.
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Thames (Hampton).

Water clear, weather stormy, and Thursday gale of w'nd. Barbel com-

~ mencing to feed. T. Wheeler, fishing with different gentlemen, averaged six

barbel and a few dozen roach and dace per day. Best brit for barbel, worms ;

they do not seem to take clay ball at all kindly. Bank fishermen have done

fairly with the roach, paste fishing. Below the weir (Moulsey) Davis and J.

Smith have had average catches of barbel, and some large roach, 1} to 2 1b.
each, with cheese paste. —E. Swan.

Thames (Monkey Island Hotel).

Gudgeon are feeding well, getting twenty and twenty-five dozen a day and a
few good perch. The barbel are feeding very badly ; what one do get are very
small. Ous with Mr. J. Knechth to-day, (Wednesday), got a few small barbel,

* one jack, 8 1b., one 2 Ib., anl lost a very fine fish in the weeds. We want a
little rain now, and we should get some good all round fishing.— R. PLUMMER,

Thames (Shepperton).

Mr, M. H. Blarney, whose piscatorial exploits in this portion of the Thames
have become proverbial, has this week been again distinguishing himself,
On Monday and Tuesday lass, attended by Herbert Kerr, he caughs some-
thing like 120 Ib. weizhe of barbel and bream, the result being achieved from
two causes—first in having the swim well baited and then by first-rate skill
and perseverance —in both of these Mr. Blarney possess undoubted pre-emi-
rence.—H.

Thames (Staines).

There was a time when Staines was the most popular fishing ground in the
“Lower Thames, and from the recent returns of angling in that locality it would
appear its former prestige is being again developed. During the last week Mr.
Cuniie Banfield, of the Swan Hotel, has had two days’ fishing ; on the first day
he got seventeen good fish, the largest 4 1b. 3 oz ; and the second day nine nice
fish, the largest 4 1b., with a supplement of one perch and four dozen of roach;
anoher day amongst the barbel, when he got ten fish weighing 4o lb., the
largest G 1b. 3 0z ; and another day amoongst the lively gudgeon, who give him
some excellent sport as a reminder of former glorious days, with one rod he
took thirty-six dozen of gudgeon and eight perch. Mr, Banfie'd was attended
by John Keene senior, whose address is at the hostelry, of which Mr. Banfield
has become the piscatorial proprietor.— H.

Thames (Twickenham).

Wind, N.W.; river in good condition, and the strong winds have passed
over which caused us an amount of trouble on Thursday, it being almost im-
possible to fixa punt. I have had twenty-one pun‘s ous during the week and
every night as the takes are brought in they improve borh in size and quantity.
Spong, one day with Co'. Adcock. of Putney, took 11 doz. good fish ; oneday
with Mr. Wigeans, of Hounslow, 6 doz. and'two barbel; one day with Mr,
Walker, Old Kent Road, 7 doz. in four hours. Our Joe, with Mr. Dawson,
8 doz and 2z barbel, one day; and with Mr, Walker 6 doz. and 2 barbel, one
day. - Captain Wil-on, 5 doz. of good fish. Dick Moffat and Farmer have both
had good takes., My customers will find it a great advantage by wiring or
writing in advance, as the punt is ready fixed when they arrive, the swim well
baited and the rods ready to b= used at once.

N.B.—Pert. Hammerton and George Coxen are not in my enploy now.—
AUFRED PERRIN, Two Sawyers.

Trent (Newark).

The water has been in fairish condition most of the week, but the weathor
has been against successful and cr>mfortable angling, heavy winls and frequent
showers having been the order of the day. Some fairish catches of roach have
been had during the latter part of last week, malt and creed wheat having been
the most successful lure. Mr. T. Lee caught on one day with malt 66 roach,
averaging IT oz. each, and on the next day 45, showing an average of over £ 1b,
cach fish. Mr, T. Chatterton had also a good bag of roach with malt, and
several other catches of those fish have also come under my notice. One of our
local anglers had a splendid roach, taken with wasp grub, weighing 1 1lb. 9} oz.
Isaw a bream taken on Tue:day with worm that weighed nearly 5lb., a
splendidly-shaped fish. A few barbel have also come under my notice, but a
good catch of those fish T have not seen as yet. Chub are still taking the wasp

mub ; one bag I saw contained a nice fish. We have had some frequent and

eavy showers most of this week, but the water has not altered much as yet ;
but probably we shall have a few inches extra water, but it is still in capital
condition for general angling.—1HE TRENT OITER.

I_’.}Sl.—A few odd pike have also been taken, but nothing of any great
wdights,

Tweed and Teviot.

Salmon angling in the river und its tributaries is at present destitute of the
excitement which gives it its charm, the capiures being few and far between,
This state of affairs is owing chiefly, if not exclusively, to the foul and low state
of the streams, and unless a flood “speedily takes place the end of the present
season will prove a complete blank. Oa the Sprouston water on Monday, Mr.
Charles Kerss captured one salmon, and on Tuesday he was again successful in
sccuring a grilse to his rod. The few fish that are being caught are for the
most part light weights. Trout fishing in the evening may now be regarded
88 being over for the season, and day fishing will prove very uneveniful until a
flood occurs.  The reports from the netting stations in the tidal parts of the
titer continue to be very discouraging., These fishings have now less than a
moath to run, and the improvement which should take place in the takes of
salmon and grilse at this season has not yet been experienced. The scarcity Qf
the latier fish has been the remarkable ~feature of the season, just as their
‘abundance was the principal characteristic last year. This circumstance does
not augur well for the prosperity of the fishings during the ensuing year,
 because it is feared that the existing scarcity of grilse will have the effect of
using a dearth of szlmon next year. In contrast with the state of matters on
the Tweed, some extraor dinary catches of salmon have been obtained on the
Tyne, it being reported that fishers on that river have had a golden harvest of
 late, a number of old veterans having no recollection of salmon having been so
';lentiful in their experience.—MAX WHEEL.

Wharfe (Yorkshire).

There has been several flushes of peat-colbured water during the we:k but
¢ the fish have risen very badly at fly, and although a great number of bottom
§ fishers have been out with both maggot and wasp grub their takes have been
§ far rom satisfactory, I heard that a perch was taken in a mill dam near
i Rawdon weighing 3} 1b., but did not see it myself; if the 1eport is correct it is
8 bevy weight for this districk, "Weather cold,stormy, and inciined lor rain,—
i Francis M. WALBRAN,

Wye and Derwent.

The past week has bzen a very bad one for angling. Very few fish have
been killed with either top or bottom, owing to continual flushes coming down'
the river, and the wind being so very boisterous at times. Last Tuesday night’
we had a very great deal of heavy rain fall all over Derbyshire, which caused
both rivers to have nice little flushes on them. To~day (Thursday) a very fair'
quartity of both trout and grayling have been killed, chiefly off the Darley
Dale Club waters, with wasp grabs and gentles. Last Saturday I went down
to Whatstandwell to wait on one of the London leading gunmakers for a day's’
bottom fishing amongst coarse fish, on strictly preserved water, where there is’
any quantity of fish. 'We fished for something like seven hours, and only got
three bites the whole of the time, and killed two fish—one roach and one gray-
litg. We had any quantity of baits, viz. wasp grubs, gentles, and worms;
besides, the places had been ground baited the night before, so it was quite
evident that the fish were decidedly off the feed. I don’t know that I ever
knew such a thing to occur before in my whole experience. The river was in
good condition till about six o'clock in the evening, when a nasty porter-’
coloured water came down the Derwent from the heavy rain which haff fallen
in the woodlands. No doubt the fish weie waiting for this water coming down
before they began to feed. Kels have been running well lately. There has’
been several killed by anglers bottom fishing with wasp grubs —one of 3 1b. 6 0.,
and a number of smaller ones. Both the Wye an1 Derwent ought to be in
first-class condition for fly-fishing by Monday, if no more rain falls. Bumbles
and Lttle red, ribbed with gold twist, and black gnat, are killers for either
rivers, —GEORGE JAMES EATON. !

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

H. BraTLEY, Queen’s Park.—In our article on roach fishing you will find some
places near Norwich mentioned that will just suit you, and for bream you
shoull try the Yare at Cantly and Reedham (good inns at both places) ;
or elsz go to Ormesby Broad, nine miles from Yarmouth by rail and a
wa k of a mile cr so.

CORRESPONDENCE.

[ 15 e donothold ourselvesresponsidle foropinions expressed by our C. urre:pondenh.. 1

REPLY TO R. B. MARSTON, ESQ., EDITOR OF THE"
“FISHING GAZEITE.”

StR,—The edi‘or of the FISHING GAZETTE, desirous of cutting the Gordian

knot, has practically accepted a challenge such as ‘¢ Herne the Hunter .
dcfiantly threw at him, thouyh he tak :s no notice of that challenge, and evidently’
claims the honour of the initative. It happens that I am the person named zs’
the individual challenged, so that it is n w incumbent upon me to reply., In
the first place, [ must state that about nineteen mnths ago I invited Mr.,
Marston to fish with me for a week in the rivers over which [ was once con-’
servator ; that twice at least this year I have expressed the wish by letter to this
gentleman that he would or could fish with me, in ord:r that I might show him
what could be done with the tackle he considers good for nothing. Of none of
these le‘ters and invitations has Mr. Marston taken any no ice. In the next
‘place. the editor of the FISHING GAzETTE was challénged by ¢ Herne the
Hunter"’ to mertal combat, and the editor took no notice of the challenge,
and refused to publish it in his columns, though [ am aware it was sent to him
as a registered letter, as have my letters for the last eight months or more.
These refusals I take as definite; and, on this account, if I now accept any
engagement of the kind, I consider that, as all my overtures have been ignored,
it is my place to stipulate conditions, and that, if no agresment be effected,
Mr. Mars.on's previous refusal throws the onus of failure on himself.

In the first place, then, we have to picture Walton and Cott:n having a.
fisking match, Gracious shades of old anglers! In the next, we must consider
the work Mr. Marston has set before him : all is pleasant 1f he be beaten by me ;
be is, so he says beaten by a “master of the art,”” and can account for defeat,
in this manaer, whilst adding, in relation to hair and silk lines, &c., hair and
gut, ‘‘of course, such a match is no test of their real value.”” This being the
case, I for my part have nothing to gain, but all to lose, if defeated; for there
is no doubt, in that case, the matter would be considered se:t'ed. Thisis the case
as taken from a plain, ordinary point of view; but, from my own, I may tell,
Mr. Marston that I will not fish him on even terms; that, if I have to fish, the.
the work I set down is much more formidable. I will engage in nothing less
than a week’s flood fishing, and a similar term for dead low water in streams of
different descriptions ; that, in this case, for every two fish Le shall catch in flood,
I must take three, and for every two at dead low water, I must get four,
giving on both descriptions of water a proportion of four to seven; but,
considering that perhaps. Mr. Marston may be superior to his brother
fishermen, I would make it a condition that during the fourteen days® fishing I
must get three for every two trout caught by him (6—4), all fish to count, and
the average weight of each of my fish must exceed that of his also; the flood-.
fishing to be next Easter, and ths low-water fishing in the following July, as
for such asunequal contest I would have to make some preparation in several
respects. Bus how even in the time named a verdict on rods, lines, gut, hair,
hooks, striking, and personal craftsmanship is to be made, I am at a loss to
understand, for every one of these is a debateable point. I omit long casting
—it is worthless. The geaeral conditions I have named ; there will be plenty
of time for the snecial. r'inally, I must advance one preliminary condition—
That, as Mr. Marston has ignored my previous challenges, he is now bound to
refute the general puints which bear on this matter, and which I shall forward
to him in printed torm. In this statement no difference in personal craitsman-
ship can affect the question so long as it is granted that the tackle advocated
by both paitisans can beused. 1f Mr. Marston cannot overthrow the facts
which I shall put into his hands, and which can be tested by anyone, I am cer-
tainly no longer bound to engage in what in that case would be a useless and.
empty contest ; but if Mr. Marston can disprove the trath of my position, then
Isuppose it will remain for me to beat him, if I can, by the aid of superior
craftismanship alone on the battle-field.—I am, &c ,

RoBERT R. BALDERSTON.

[On receipt of the above letier we wrote to Mr. Balderston apologising for
not having 1nserted the letter of his which follows this (in a footnote to that
letter we have given the reason for its non appearance beforeﬁ. We also
agreed to give him the honour of beimy the first to challenge, as thatis a point
we care nothing about. We declined absolutely to mect him on any other’
than a perfectly equal footing as regards the fish to be caught by:
each angler. Finally we said all we could to get him to arrange




2

-

[Aucust 26, 1852

412. THE FISHING GAZETTE,

-

a trial on the river now; and not put it off to next year. We print
his reply, received within a few minutes of going to press, and will only say
that if we can possibly arrange it we will accept his own conditions, so that
there may be no reason for putting off the match. Any fly fishing reader of
Mr. Balderston’s letter must agree with us that the chance of fishing in his
company and seeing a display of the skill he mentions will be worth giving
almost anything for. Ifwe can arrange to get away from town a fortnight
earlier than we intended we will have much pleasure in fishing a private match
with Mr. Balderston. Perhaps a personal acquaintance may convince Mr, B,
we do not intentionally act “unfairly.””—ED. ]
Armorial Cottage,
Skell Bank,
Ripon, Aug. 24, 1882, .

R. B. Marston, Esq.

DEgAR S1r,—In reply to your questions, I must answer to the following effect:

(1) That I have not time for arranging a match in my present vacation, and
that as there is no trout fishing at Christmas, I could not meet you before
Easter, as stated in my last reply.

(2) That I cannot agree to any restrictions as to size, which do not admit
the capture of trout, 6 inches long, the first size admitted assizeable in my
own notes.

(3) That as in most burns the majority of the fish fall below the measure-
ment you name, and that as in many of these the trout are more wary than
fish of the southern and larger streams —thirty times the size; and since in this
case it is as great a feat to hook a trout 1} oz. as one’ of your 3 Ib. trout, you
desire to handicap the finest hair tackle to the extent of about 80 to go per.
cent. in thé case of the usual class of mountain streams.

(4) That as the question relative to the merits of hair concerned all streams
in which the fish did not exceed 131b., and averaged less than 11b., I could
not allow that the ordinary mountain burn should be excluded altogether from
the test—a day or two would be needed in such waters.

(5) That the contest be limited to open hard fished waters, where the fish
are wary, and not very numerous, or at least reach only to such preserved
streams as owing to the low subscription are practically open to all comers ;
for heavy baskets in well protected waters are no tests of tackle ; waters which
elicit a display oflittle that emanates from a master of the art.

(6) That you name the 2oth September to October 1st as a time when we
could meet, but I must state that if we were to meet now, I could not do so
after September gth, and in this case the engagement would have to take the
form of a private expedition and not a public contest, for which, as I have
already shown, I cannot make arrangements before next Easter.

(7) That the fishing shall always be in each other’s presence.

(8) That under the foregoing conditions I can meet you privately at once,
and, according to the terms of the previous statement, at the time mentioned
therein.—I am, &c., ROBERT BALDERSTON.

P.S.—(9) That the total result of the whole fishing of both opponents,
with cne kind of tackle be compared with that taken by the other, and that
this shall decide the issue if both use hair and gut. :

SILK AND HAIR LINES, HAIR CASTS, &c.
(See foot-note before reading this letter.) :
S1r,—I am afraid the lure which I threw to ‘“ The Logger-headed Chub’’ has
proved to that fish a decidedly fell deception; for he certainly has quite mis-
understood, either desigriedly or owing to some other mental caprice, my
meaning. I must, however, make a passing comment relating to the insinua-
tion, that the defence which I have advanced to protect anglers from error or

imposture relating to piscatory facts, is ¢‘diabolical” in nature. ¢ The’

Logger-headed Chub’’ appears to view Herne as simply an incarnation of the
foul fiend ; but I would advise that sceptical fish—for whom A.R.I.E.L. should
throw a palatable frog or toad—to read the legend of my hunterself, that he
may become aware of the causes which formerly, as now, conduce to my as-
sumption of the antlered helm. Ho! ho! ho! ~Willyou throw a line to catch
a fish with Herne ? Take a shot at my antlered brow and listen to the rattle
of the rebounding bullets. Ha! ha! ha! Ho! ho! ho!

But to the letter. My fishy opponent evidently desires to make the readers
of the FISHING GAZETTE believe that I took up a position, which I never for
a moment attempted to maintain. I wrote very favourably in relation to the
finest drawn gut, insomuch that I said this substance is at times nearly, if not
quite, as good as hair; and that remark had a general and not a special signifi-
cation. Throughout the world the bulk of trout average far less than 11b. ;
I was not simply alludiug to seven southern waters, I was writing of ninety-
nine out of a hundred ; the facts I stated are true, hair casts are, when the sun
is bright and the water low, incomparably superior to the finest drawn gut,
provided they have sufficient strength for the fish that have to be caught, and
are not too greasy. When I have fished for trout in the Kennett, Thames,
Lakes and other waters where the fish are large, or when the wind has had too
much pressure on the rod, I have constantly employed the finest drawn gut ;
not because of its being nearly as good for hooking the fish, but merely in
order to avail myself of a stronger material. In waters where few fish are
caught above 1} 1b., and of such does the bulk of the streams throughout the
world consist, I frequently, though by no means generally, use the finest drawn
gut casts that are to be obtained for money, provided the fish are not shy whilst
the water is fairly full and the sky overcast; but with conditions the reverse,
hair is the ¢ dernier ressort,” is absolutely essential for my demands. You,
Mr. Editor, and Mr. Francis both visited the Dove last year ; and owing, some
authorities say, to improper flies, others to improper tackle, your joint takes
were not as large as they might have been, as were those of other anglers,
You, Mr. Editor, frankly and like a true follower of Cotton, acknowledged
the fact, but Mr. Francis is merciless on gut casts ; it would be no use advising
him to employ hair, in fact its adoption on his part would be downright folly ;
but here again I must give Mr. Francis his due, for like an honest man he
owns to his fault in this respect, as a true fly-fisher of great experience, who
also is an advocate of the hair and silk line.

¢ The Logger-headed Chub ”” is not satisfied with two examples of what may
be done with hair tackle, though I could write a volume full of actual facts for
his benefit. I did not wish to encroach too much on your space, Mr. Editor ;
but I must say that it would be a profitable enterprise on the part of Messrs.
Sampson Low, Marston, Searle and Rivington, were they to publish ¢ The
Logbook and Diary of Herne the Hunter’’ verbatim, for the perusal of such
sceptical individuals as my opponent of fishy personality. It is needless to add
that though I do not advocate hair for {rout above 13} Ib., it is unnecessary for
me fo fill your columns with facts frem my diaries when some northern fly-
fishers have had skill sufficient to fish for salmon with hair casts. Where are
your southern anglers with their gut and 31b. or 4 lb. trout, for a description
of whom I refer the readers of THE FISHING GAZETTE to a late number cf the

Sportsman 2 There is no doubt that for large trout hair would surpass ght,
had the angler skill sufficient for landing his fish.

The only other remarks of your correspondent, Mr. Editor, which are aimed
at me, have to do with assertions relating to the possibility of catching an
abundance of large trout with drawn gut. Now, it happens that I never
breathed a doubt as to such a feat being impossible ; my remarks were only
comparative. I merely demonstrated that, where hair is sufficiently strong for

department of fly-fishing, such as dry fly casting. The facts brought forward
were general as applied to a master of the art, and not to the advocate of a
single style, who has not even proved his case, except in relation to s'rength,
a point that had already been granted. I certainly would not advise an angler,
who, in playing his fish, breaks five drawn gut casts in two days, to use hair.
If such a wielder of a flail be ‘“second to none,” I had rather be styled a pre.
tender than be designated such a king of the art, whilst adding—
: ¢ Who that pretender is, and who that king ;
God bless us all is quite another thing.”’

And now, sir, in relation to your own editorial remark. I would most
sincerely like to tackle some of your big trout in your company with drawn
gut, and even if I were limited to hair—though I then should have to use
somewhat stouter material than I now do for fish of the size named—I fear
you would have to lower your laurels to the son of the most redoubtable fly-
fisher in the world. T will not lower mine to any man’s 7pse dizit, I will only
lower my antlers to rebut, until such time as my assailant shall prove by the
water's side who is, in a piscatory way, of the line royal. Can you bring to
the earth my royals ? But you mention hair and gut, and in relation to this
matter T must remark that your allusion to the tackle I use is, in my opinion,
exceedingly unfair. As you have never seen my rods and tackle, as you have
only had sent to you a dozen casts of gut and hair to show the kinds of
flies I employed, the mode of attaching droppers, and the way in which
I was in the habit of making up casts of different material, colour, and
thickness; and as these casts weie sent to you at your special request
about two years and four months ago, when it was not the fly-fishing season,
when Iwas amongst the mountains, where exquisitely fine tackle was not
required, when I reduce my owa gut by means of a gut drawer if necessary, and
when one might naturally be expected to be sparingly supplied with the fmest
casts both of hair and gut, which generally are worn out during a busy season.
I think you should not have so strongly expressed your opinion in relation to the
thickness of the material which I use, which, had it been in the case mentioned
only one half thicker than your own, would even then have killed more fish than
gut. I can simply say there was only one fine hair cast in the number, and that

much more dearly, whilst at the same time I have just obtained from a friend a
sample of Cummin’s finest-of-all fine drawn gut, and compared it with my own
obtained from Hutchinson’s, and I find that some of the latter is much thinner,
and what is more, rounder than the former. Thinner drawn gut is not prac-
ticable, for mine is so fine that it will not stand more than one, or at the most,
twa days’ of good fishing. Besides this, I have compared the hair I use for very
untoward conditions of water, and I find that the thickest hairs of the tail are
just of the same thickness as the foregoing gut, whilst the rest are much finer,
and consequently less heavy both in specific gravity and bulk.

Lastly, there is the insinuation as to selfishness; can I believa my eyes ? Mr.
Editor, what! Ts it you, my friend, who are writing ? It tu, Brate! One
feels goaded to down with the antlered helm and gore the offender, but this
time the assassin blow glances away and leaves him scatheless, who has yet fo
meet the man that can claim a better right, as heir to his father’s matchless
cunning.

Will you meet, my wizard might,
‘Will you prove to all who's right,
By mountain beck and bustling burn,
Yourself, fair sir, or Hunter Herne ?
Ha! ha! ha! ho!ho! ho!
Yours, &c., HERNE THE HUNTER.

[This letter had, on account of its length, from want of space, been held over
so long that we thought it had appeared. ¢ Herne the Hunter’’ must surely
see that we did not insinuate selfishness on his part. Mr. Francis Francis
averaged over eight brace a day, and no fish under 11 inches, on the Wye, a fort-
night later than we fished the Dove. In fact, we stated thatwe were just too late
for the best of the trouting, and too soon for the best of the grayling fishing, and
we are convinced we should have done much less than we did if we had used
hair. ~¢Herne the Hunter” mustacknowledge that we have never put the
question of whether gut or hair is best on the footing he suggests. We do not
say that one angler using hair may not kill ten times as many fish as one using
gut, but that if the more expert angler also used the fine drawn gut we recom«
mend he would kill a still larger proportion of fish. However, in a few days’ time
we hope to meet him for a friendly match, gut against hair.—ED. ]

HAIR AND GUT AND STRIKING FROM THE WINCH.

Sir,—I see you are holding a controversy anent the relative merits ot hair
v. gut, the length of a cast, and also in striking from the reel. Now, I reckon
to know a little about most of those questions, and I am certainly with you in
your opinions. Hair, perhaps, might have been better than gut in those days
of yore when gut was only made thick or thinenough to kill the heaviest
salmon that ever leapt the weirs; but lately gut has been introduced to the
[public that is much finer than hair. I have some fine drawn gut, 18 inches in
length, and nearly as fine as the human hair, and much finer than the finest
hdir in my possession. Hairis hollow and elastic. When a few fish have been
landed the hair becomes stretched to its utmost tension, and the next heavy fish
you hook breaks the hair. On reference to my note-book, I find that when I
used hair I could not do any better than T do now in using the very fine
drawn gut under precisely similar circumstances—I allude to roach fishing.
About a fortnight ago I killed in two days ninety-two roach, many of them very
good ones, and I landed the whole of them with one of these “very fine gut
tackles and one hook, without a single breakage. Careful practice tells me
that gut is the best, if you get it very fine drawn. I have tiied my light, single-
handed dace rod (fly), and I find that on the grass I can and have thrown
2§ yards, measured from reel to fly, and we have a fly fisherman here who can
b:at me easily.
Have you ever seen a Nottingham centre pin reel, with a strong double action
rafchet check in it? Now it is the correct tip to strike a fish from these
reels without holding the line tight to the rod. One of our best fly-fishers
found this dodge out by accident about two years ago. He found that the
check in the reel was plemty strong enough to “hook a chub in fly-fishing with

double-handed rod and 43-inch _reel, as described. He says he very rarely
misses a chub with that plan, I have with mine struck at a chub, and the

its worl, it will catch more fish. No allusion was made by me to any special *

if you could fish with it on a Derbyshire stream, you would have loved the Dove -
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beg to inform my brother anglers desirous of joining a society that the accom-

modation is everything that can be desired for an angling society. The pro- -

. prietor, Mr. T. Hughes (who is a great loverof the sport, as the decorations
. on the walls of the Albion and also those of the Foxley Tavern can verify) will
 give the society his support in the shape of some valuable prizes. I shall
attend on Wednesday and Sunday evening to take the name of any gentlemen
. who might wish to join, and also to give information as to the rules and regu-
lations of the society.—PIX1E.
4 ROYAL PISCATORIALS.
. This society has removed from the Albion, Rodney Road, Walworth, to
he Foxley Tavern, Elliott Road, Brixton, where all communications for this
society are to be sent.—PIXIE,
rAug. 31,
ST ETOHNIST ;
If Walton got takes of fishlike we are having lately, T am thinking he would
- have written a very different work to what he did, as one tray is enough to hold
the fish now on meeting nights. On Sunday last, out of a number of members,
* the fullowing had fish :—Messrs. C. Fudge, Bray, Reynolds, Hebben, Stevens,
“and Rushton, the lot being a very small one of roach, dace, and jack, from the Lea.
Members will please take notice that at the last committee meeting it was
- resolved that the club dinner shall take place on the last Sunday in September,
also that Mr. Thorling’s prize and Mr. Rushton’s prize will be fished for on
. Sunday, August 27; notice of the same to be seen in the club room. Our
show of fish on Sunday last was very good, Mr. Reynolds winning Mr,
Rushton’s prize with a very fine show of roach from Rickmansworth, several
 going over 1 1b. each ; Mr. Fudge winning Mr. Thorling’s prize with roach
and jack from the Lea; Mr. Hebben had some fine roach from the Lea, one
fish going 11b. 3 0z." Mr. Bray, perch from the Lea ; Mr. Hunt, roach and

- bream from Pulborough, all small fish, I beg to remind secretaries that our

‘West Central No. 2 district visit will take place on Wednesday, September 20,
when we shall be glad to see as many of our fiiends as can make it convenient
to attend. —F.T. .
.. Auvg. 29,

4 SURREY PISCATORIALS.
On the 23rd several prizes were given for competition -among the honorary
“members of this society. As none of 1those gentlemen showed up at the head-

uarters in the evening, it is supposed they have all got blown away in the gale .

that prevailed duricg the day. Messrs, Beckett and Boalch were out with
0. Brown, of Richmond, and managed to get about 71b. of nice dace, ‘which,
. considering how the wind blew, was not bad. Speaking of the wind, these
. gentlemen assured me that the wind blew a large Windsor chair clean out of the

punt and Mr. B. nearly after it.—At the meeting held on the 3oth ult. it was .

decided that for tho next competition members be allowed to fish where and

how they like. Mr. Boalch gavein his report of the meeting he attended at

Cannon Street Station, which caused a great deal of comment, The size of

the fish spoken of at the meeting was considered by e member as a deteriora-

to the “Eye and York "’ time, and endeavowing to preserve trout and jack at
the expense of all other fish by extending the fence months for trout and jack
and allowing the other fish to be tzken at such a small size.— PIXIE.

" Aug. 30.

: THE LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY.

Most of our members were out again this week, and worked hard to produce
as good a show of fish as the last, and in which they were almost as successful.
Mr. G. Letch had some first-class bream, Mr. Hurwood had dace and perch,
Mr. Welch had a pretty show of voach, dace, and gudgeon; H. Moore also
had roach, dace, and gudgeon; Mr. Petrie roach, dace, and perch ; Mr, Raine
‘ene nice jack. Mr. Scott was out on Wednesday, 30th inst., and brought
home some very nice roach, and one jack. Several other members weighed
in, which made a good show of fish in the club again this week.—H.
MooreE, sec.

P.S.—A most laughable coincidence occurred on Sunday last while out
fishing with two club members, Mr, Welch and Mr Gibbs, and a member of
the Marylebone Angling Club. Mr. Gibbs, intently watching his float, did
not perceive a bullock behind him watching his tackle, who politely walked up

» 'to his box and took his rod case off the top and ran away with it, eating it as
he went along. Calling Mr. Gibbs' attention to it, he bolted after him, and
alter a long chase managed to get it. About an hour after, a gentleman fishing
lower down tock out bis bag to have some food, which he laid down by his
side, and which all of a sudden he lost, Mr, Bullock taking it and going on
the feed himself. Later on in the afternoon another gentleman also had his
rod case taken by the bullock, who completely gnawed it to pieces.

August 31. —_—

THE STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY.

On the 26th inst. Mr. E. Machin had a jack from Pulborough, weighing 6
Ib.; a large fish, but in very poor condition, also a few roach. Mr. C. F.
Robinson, bream and roach from Amberley ; Mr. W. Robinson, roach ; Mr. S.
Wilkinson fishing at Broxbourne last week, had a very good day's sport, 13 perch
and 3 roach, on an average 6 oz. each, falling to his rod. The annual
excursion of members and friends, by road to Dagenham Lake, will take place
on September 10th ; to leave the Middleton Arms, Mansfield Street, Kingsland
‘Road, 6 o’clock sharp. Eight prizes will be competed for. The distribution
to the winners taking place on Wednesday, September 20th.—T. GRETTON.

TRAFALGAR ANGLING SOCIETY.

The members of the above society had a nice show of fish on Sunday. Mr.
Wilsor, bream from the Mole, the largest 31b. Mr. Humphries, roach from
Amberley, one weighing 1 1b. 4 0z. J. Gaze, roach and dace, and one jack of
§1b. from Pulboro’. Messrs. Lord, Dewem, Goldstine and Richardson, roach
and bream from the Wey.—J. Gazg, sec.

August 28,

UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD.,

Our trays were not quite so full on Sunday last, the 27th, as on the previous
Sunday. but still there was a very decent show. The following members
weighed in fish : —W, Tyler, roach and bream ; G. Belton, roach and bream
from Pulborough ; F. Watts, bieam, J. Eller, roach and bream from the
Medway ; J. Currans, bream from the Wey.—W. BELTON.

' UNITED LONDON ANGLERS,'
The monthly meefing of the Central Committee will take place on Monday

¢, evening next, September 4, at 9 o'clock, Mr. S. Morgan presiding. Angling

“societies enrolled are invited to send two delegates to the meetings in future.
* Secretaries will greatly oblige by sending particulars of any alteration as to

_ v change of club-house, ‘secretary, or nights of meeting, to enable me to get out

correct new lists.—R. GHURNEY, sec,
August 31,

WALTONIANS. ]

Mr. Waltham, roach, 3 Ib. 1} 0z. ; Mr. Crabb, roach, 14} oz.; M. ‘Watson,
roach, 11b. 131 0z, ; Mr, Malcom, roach, 1 1b, 11 0z.; Mr. Rushbrook, roach,
14 oz. ; Mr. Good, jun., roach, 2 1b. 12} oz.; Mr. Phillips, roach, 6 1b. 12} oz,
—A. J. MARRIOTT,

August 27. —
WALWORTH WALTONIANS.

At a meeting held at the society’s head-quarters on the 25th of August, Mr.
Russell in the chair, it was decided that the pegged-down competition for the
Ioth of September shall take place at Paddock Wood, Messrs. Cain and
Bedford were appointed to go down and mark out swims. Gentlemen desirous
of going will please communicate with Mr. Boalch, who has made special
arrangements with the railway company for that occasion. On the 30th, Mr.
Green and gentlemen belonging to the Larkhall exhibited some nice perch and
jack, the largest perch turned the scale 11b. 12} 0z.; Mr, Green's largest fish
weighed 1 1b. 51 0z.; they came from Tring. ~Conditions for Paddock Wood
competition, tight line fishing cnly, all fish to weigh, according to club rules,—
PixIE, -

Aug. 30.

TROUT FLIES DICTATED BY RELIGION AND MUSIC.
THE construction of trout flies has long been a subjec: of argumen*
and discussion between fly-fishermen, one side reasoning, with a good
show of being right, that an exact imitation of nature was the most
likely to take trout (of course with the same amount of skill in using
them), the other side claiming that any monstrous combination of fur
and feather, the like of which never was seen in the water or out of 1t
was the most killing, There are few rules without an exception, and
both sides make a good showing when arguing from an experience
with single fish, and not on a general average. There is no account-
ing for what an individual trout may do, any more than there is what
an individual woman may do. Trout sometimes take the fly under
very strange and incomprehensible circumstances. :

But I am wandering from the idea I had in view when I commenced
writing, which was that with the exception of a few standard makes,
like, for instance, the May-fly, Coachman, etc., the style and colouring
of flies as made and sold, is governed, not by what the trout like, but
by national music, and national religion, the last being the most
powerful, governing the former, In this country we have no national
music nor national religion, Neither, as a rule, have we native fly-
makers. They are either Scotch or Irish, The fish, waters and
climate are not materially different in the two countries in which they
learn the art of fly making, but the men and their habits of thought
are as different as possible. They leave the impression of their
thoughts on their work.

The Scotchman has the most depressing of all religions ; has very
little expectation, or hope of his final salvation. If he sings- at
all at his work, which is doubtful, he chooses the saddest of all
songs— :

“gWhen Jamie had been gone a twelvemonth and a day,

My Fether brak his arm and our cow was stole away,
My Mither taken sick and Jamie on the sea,
And old Robin Gray he came courting me—

My Fether argued, sair, my Mither dinna speak,

But she looked in my face ’til I thought my heart would break,
She gie him my hand, my heart was on the sea,

And old Robin Gray he came a gudeman to me.”

Who with such sad thoughts and sad music could make a bright
gay fly (unless working from a model) that would skip over the
rippling waters like a thing of life,

The Irish fly maker, on the contrary, takes no thought of the
morrow. His religion sits lightly upon "him and is not depressing.
If he sins, he confesses the same, and is forgiven. He has then no
responsibility of the past or fear of the future. He goes to his work.
with cheerfulness, combines the bright colours with an imagination
not weighted by the doubt of his ¢‘ election.” In every bright feather
he sees a possible trout he expects to take nextSunday after an early
mass. He sometimes takes a little whisky with a slight aroma of
peat smoke in it. If he sings, it is—

“ I've a wife to wed, and shure I am willing to take her,

But there she lies in the bed and the devil himself can’t wake her,
Don’t say nay, charming Jndy Flanigan,
Don’t say nay, you love Barney Brannigan.”

In the two songs, if you know the music, you can see the two
schools of fly making. Try the former, they are proper, conventional,
each adapted to the various months of the year, and with them you
will take a few small trout. When your arm aches with fruitiess
casting, if you are beside some deep pool where there should be large
trout and you would have a great joy the memory of which would last
you even to the time when you can fish no more, sit down, light your
pipe, smoke it most out, then look over your book until you find a
perfect nightmare of colours combined on one hook made by the man
who cracked with his buckthorn stick at the bulge in the tent, and
when told that that was his father’s head, said he “couldn’t help it,
the chance was too good to be lost,”” Put it on, drop it lightly on the
water and you will not wait long to have a ‘* Donnybrook Fair’’ all to
yourself.—L.S.—7n the American © Forest and Stream.”

GREGORY’S SPINNING Bairs, ‘“ The Gregory,” the “Flexible Cleopatra,” the
‘¢ Oxford,” and the “ Colorado,” pronounced by all Anglers and the Press the best baits
invented for salmon, trout, pike, and perch. To be obtained from all respectable fishing-tackle
thops in the world, and wholesale from Messrs. S. Allcock and Co., Standard Works,
Redditch, Flattering  testimonials speaking of the efficiency of the baits have been
ceceived from the Right Hon, John Bright, M.P.; Mr. William Bailey, Nottingham ; the
Rev. E. C. Holt, Tedding on ; Sir William Calder, Kingston-on-Thames, &c. Gregory’s
registered Archimedean spinning tackle for pike and trout, now ready, is pronounced by
the press the best ever invented. For use with dead bait, The tackle is coimplete in every
respect, and can be adjusted to suit bait of any size, Has been tried with remarkable
success.—See that the name ¢‘ Gregoiy ” is impressed on the Archimedean fins, as infecior
imitations are offered for sale, and ];)eop_le are thereby disappointed and deceived
Address, James Gregory, Vysesstreet, Birmingham.~[Apvz.]
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THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION.

AT the large and influential meeting held at Norwich to support
the above undertaking, Mr. E. Birkbeck, M.P., made a most in-
teresting speech, from which we shall next week quote certain
passages, giving much information about the prospects of the
Exhibition, which are most encouraging. We must thank Mr.
Soman for sending us an early copy of his ¢ Argus ’ Report.

"CORRESPONDENCE.

[ 15 donot hold ourselves vesponsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. ]

[Pressure on our space prevents our inserting several letters this week.—ED. ]

AMONGST THE CHALLENGES.

S1R,—Amongst the challenges published in your last week’s paper, T see
that I am made the subject of fwo, one of them being by ¢¢ A Constant Sub-
scriber,”” to perform my long-pending promise by writing those articles on fly-
fishing.spinning for trout; and the other from no less an angler than ¢ Herne
the Hunter,”” to chuck ¢*a palatable frog or toad " to ¢ The Logger-headed
Chub.”” Whether -

¢t Tach gives each a double charm,
Like pearls upon an Ethiop's arm,”’

I don't know. And where is thete a palatable toad ?, and who ‘¢ The Logget-
headed Chub’’ may be? are esoteric questions, into which I am not careful
too curiously to inquire.

Touching my promise—it has not been forgotten. And if it hasnot yet been
performed, that is not because the merits of fly-fishing-spinning have not
vet been sufficiently tested. For long before the capture of those trout to which
‘¢ A Constant Subscriber’’ so flatteringly refers, the test was quite complete.

‘What I bave been waiting for these *“ many months’’ ic ¢“more light,”’ greater °

experience, not of the merits of so high an art, but in the practice of all its
arcana,

That ““invocation”’ is very, very fetching. Natheless, I must not let it call
up my contribution, like .

S e tlie moon
Rising unto some sorcerer’s {une
An hour too soon.’

One part of the preliminary experience I had set myself has just ended; but
another has now to begin. Ere your next issue is out I shall, I hope, be off
for my annual holiday to one of the very best trout and salmon rivers in
England or Wales, Agmd by the time ‘¢ A Constant Sub:criber” reads these
lines, haply my first holiday trout or troutlet may have found its trust betrayed.
But when sweet September will have given place to ¢ chill October,’’ and our
trouting rods and tackle are all stowed away till next spiing, I shall have
returned to Town; and before the freshness of the recollections of the past
season of the angle has faded away into dimness, I will jot down my views of
the new art, and hand them to you for the benefit of ¢“ A Constant Subscriber *’
and any others of your readers who may take an interest in the matter.

In thoee articles, I may have a word to say on the issues of Hair z. Gut. and
Hair » Silk, and Hair ». Silk and Hair, and Silk and Hair ». Silk, which are
exciting so much sensation. And, in the meantime, you need not doubt that I
shall not fail to watch most eagerly for the bulletin announcing the first
encounter between the Editor and the Professor. And whoever in that contest
may be the victor, I pray to Mars the other will ¢‘live to fight another day,”’
and not be ““in battle slain’’ outright.

One of your correspondents asks whether it is unusual for a trout to take a frog.
The following anecdote was told me this summer by a gentleman, a millowner
on the Gade. It shows that a frog at least is not always unpalatable even to a
trout. My informant was walking with a friend by the waterside, when they
observed a fair-sized trout feeding. They caught a small frog and tossed it to
him. He had it in an instant. They then threw ten more, one after another,
to him. He snapped them all up or ever they could swim a stroke. A twelfth
he let go a yard or so before he made a dash at it, evidently ¢ This way and
that dividing the swift mind’’ as to whether "twas good-enough. And No. 13,
not an unlucky number that time— went untouched away. It was cleaily a
case of quantum suff. But he might have made up a baker’s dozen whilst he
was about it. 'What dn you think ? That the wise trout moderates and enjoys ?
* Or that they ought to have tickled his jaded palate more toothso mely still with
a tempting toadling P—1I am, &c., AR SN

GROUND BAITING.
(Continued from page 402.) .

S1R,—Mr. Greville Fennell relates the following incident in his ¢¢ Book of the
Roach’’ :—¢ Old Corbett, a Peninsular veteran, used to bring heavy baskets
of roach from the Lea, and finding him upon one occasion at Ware, in Hert-
fordshire, we watched him closely from a respectful distance. He was seated
upon a cane box, made by himself, to hold his tackle in the one-haif, and his
fish were dropped through a &lit in the other,without his having to quit his seat.
This box he moved from swim to swim, *Why,” we enquired, ‘do you shift

ourswim? You have just taken a good -sized roach at the last, and yet you
eaveit.” ‘Yes, your honour, I have five pitches here within thirty yards, and
I always make it a rule to move to another swim after takinga fish.” As this
was somewhat new to us we asked tbe reason. ¢ Why yousee, your honour, I
have ground-baited each of these five swims, and I have found by experience
that the noise and bustle madein landing a fish at one place drives the lot off,
and they go to the others, where, if I throw a little fresh graund bait in, I get
them about me again,” Upon this the veteran cast in a piece of ground bait
not bigger than ahazel nut, and shortiy landed another plumper. There was
something, we thought, edd about the ground bait, and we theiefore picked up
a small piece he let fall and asked him bluntly what it was composed of. He
frankly told us it was nothing but oatmeal—that pollard would do—browned
" over the fire in a frying-pan, and then mixed into a paste with treacle or

molasses. He had learned this from his Colonel (Williamson), a very expert

and successful roach fisher, and he found it the most attractive ground bait he
had ever used.” .

This Colonel Williamson wrote ¢ The Complete Anglers’ Vade Mecum,”
1808, and was the Captain T. Williamson.. .

In ground fishing in gently flowing waters the aim should be to distribute
and disperse the bait as much’and as soon as possible, that all may geta
taste, but few a surfleit, which latter they easily do by prodigal and senseless
baiting

Mr. W. Baily, of Nottingham, whom I believe to rank amongst the first of
observant anglers, and whose writings will one day be more appreciated than
even now, speaking in one of those paragraphs which he favoured the Press
with during the angling season, says: ¢“The latter fish (roach) have begun to
take white wheat, and I understand lower down the river this bait has taken
roach much better than anything else, with stewed crushed malt for ground
bait. This sinks more quickly than grains, and keeps the fish allin one spot,
but only a small quantity must be thrown in at a time. In fact, when roach atre
fairly on at malt, théy are so fond of it that if a lot is thrown in they gorge
themselves in a few minutes, so that the safest plan is to give them only a small
quantity at a time, and that only when the fish begin to slacken biting.””

The ground bait generally used in the Suffolk and Norfolk rivers is brewers’
grains thrown broadcast in the stream, which seems particularly attractive for
bream. But, when Mr. Greville Fennell went down to Cantly on the Yare,:
with his fisherman, Harry Crystall, and cheekily announced in the Z7eld, to the
Norfolk anglers, that he was coming down to show them that they might add at
least six weeks or two months to their roach season ; an that they ieft off when
they ought to begin, He adopted the Thames style, by both mooring the boat
athwartthe stream, and using adhesive ground bait, such as is described by Mr,
‘Francis Francis. Crowe, the landlord of the inn, told them that they were
welcome to a boat, but that they would be throwing their time away; they
might, perhaps, catch two or three roach, but the probability was that they

didn't get a bite. Instead of this being the case, they got upwards of 84 Ib, .

of good roach, greatly to Crowe's astonishment, who had known the Norfolk
waters from boyhood, and never in his life saw such a thing for the time of year,
The fact is, no cne had tried.

That fish may be gorged and surfeited even naturally, we have proof in
regard to trout, in the May-fly season, as D. Foster, in his ‘“Scientific Angler,"
truthfully remarks, after feeding on the ephemera. ¢ By the time the season of
the drake terminates, the fish have so regaled themselves upon this lusty ephe-
meral, that for a week or so they find it incumbent upon them to retire to the
deep still water, to doze off the effect of the excess, after which they again
resort to their accustemed posts, which are not forsaken until the spawning
season again comes round, except when forced to retreat in the face of what in
Highland phraseology is called a heavy “spate.”’—1I am, &e., CREEL.

“DON'T BE LET IN BY ADVERTISEMENTS.”

Str,—Your correspondent, “N. Devon,’’ ia your issue of Aug. 12, writing
under the heading of *“ Some queries about hens,’” &c., advises gents who are
about to go on a fishing trip, ¢ Not to be let in by advertisements.”” \With this
I quite axree, and only wish all those seeking fishing quarters would first cons
sult the rivers report columns of the FISHING GAzrTTR, and read for them~
selves the various reports, which are mostly signed in full, and would com-
municate with the writer before venturing upon their trip, or even writing you
(Mr. Editor), who, I am sure, would give the requi-ite information, beside
giving the names of correspondents, who, from practical experience upon the
waters selected would only be too willing to do the same, which would save.
many extra miles of travel, and, of course, unnecessary expense. I have had
during the past and present seasons numbers of gentleman here from London,
Wiltshire, Berkshire, Gloucester, and various other coun‘ies, who have written
me through reading the FisHING GAZETTE, and, who have returned, heartily
{)leased with the splendid sport they have all had. One gentleman has just left
here, after a three weeks’ sojourn, for I.ondon, having had to return rather
earlier than amicipated, much to his displeasure; his average takes being
about a score of trout per diem. One or two salmon peel a week, and during
the time one fine salmon. This is but one case in point. Your corréspondent
a'so states: “*I know a gent who has lately come into Devon for fishing, and
he has taken his hi use with a distance of nineteen miles to go by train, and
had he first applied at the right quarters, eight would have been the farthest
distance, without a change of trains.”” With this, my words are verified,
and I consider all those who so willingly give this information, and saving of
expense, entitled to some small remuneration for such, as a good puntsman
mostly gets for placing a customer on a good swim; even a dish oftrout would
be acceptable, which might be easily picked out from the day's sport. The
smallest are as sweet as the large, to those who willingly and often foolishly
part with their knowledge so cheap. I am not speaking on my own account,
there are many needy but good anglers here, who have been in the habit of
giving the best of advice to visitors, who secem to take it for granted, that as
strangers, the advice and whereabouts should be freely given ; so with thanks
for your kindness they depart.

Excuse me for trespassing so far upon your valuble space, but should those
through THE FISHING GAZETTE, or any other medium, read this, it may re.
mind them that there is such an institution as the Anglers’ Benevolent So-
ciety, who would thankfully receive any donation, however small, with this
note attached. On account of the successful day or days or weeks fishing from
such and such a part from advice freely given when in Devon, York, Berks,
&c.—FRANK GOSDEN, Exeter.

[If anglers would take the trouble, even to merely consult the ordnance map,
they would see in a moment how far their lodgings will be from the river. The
further fiom a railway-station the better the fishing, is our view of the matter.
We insert no misleading advertisements, as far as we know.—ED. ]

LARGE BREAM.

Sir,—My bream of 7 1b., the capture of which was recorded in your journal,
is well preserved by Cooper, and can now be seen at Hatfield's, the Star and
Garter, St. Martin’s Lane, where it will remain for a short time.—I am,
&c., ‘THos PoOLF.

" August 29,

5 THE WHARFE AT POOL.

SIR,—Would you or any of your numerous readers kindly give me any in-
formation respecting fishing in the Wharle at Pool, as I am about having a day
or two there P

‘What kind of baits, tackle, &c. ; and if there is any fly fishing to be had there,
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle

. for Notice, Books for Review, &c., must be addressed to the Editor

« of THE FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C,
and should reach the office not later than Tuesday morning.
ontributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to
return rejected MSS., unless accompanied with a stamped

' addressed envelope.

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only
and give their real names and addresses, not necessarily as
‘'signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith
' Unless this rule be adhered to no notice will be taken of such
communications.

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be
obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls,
and of the following, amongst other Fishing Tackle Dealers in
London and the Provinces :—

(5 Messrs, Alfred and Son, Moorgate-street.
Messrs Price and Co., 8, Seymour-street, Euston-square, N.W
Messrs, Williams and Co., Great Queen-street.
Messrs, Gee and Co., St. Andrew’s-street, St, Martin’s-lane,
Messis. Geeand Co., Gray’s Inn-lane (near Holborn end).
Messrs, Little and Co., Fetter-lane, E.C.
Messrs, C. Kewell and Sons, 197, St. John-street-road, E.C.
Messrs. Kewell and Co., 14, Conduit-street, Regent-street, W.
Mr, JV Richards, 97, Church-street, Paddington,
Mr. W, Leader, 30, Upper Marylebone-street, Portland-place, W
M:, — Clark, 35, Wells-street, Camberwell. ;
Mr. Geo. Read, 91, Goldsmith’s-row, Hackney-road, E.
Mr, A, Bulmer, 62, Wandsworth-road.
Mr, F. Oliver, 188, Great College-street, Camden Town.,
Mr, ]I—) E. Gold, 284, Waterloo-road.
Mr, D. W. Willoughby, 21, Lombard-market, Battersea, 8. W.
Mrs. Fe Y. Brocas, 4, Mill-street, Conduit-street, Hanover-square, W
Messrs. Gillett and Co., 40, Fetter-lane, London.
Mr, Alfred Young, “ The Golden Perch,” 1748, Oxford-street, W,
Mr. T. Barnett, 26, Church Street, Lisson Grove, N.W.
Mr. J. Smith, 7, Tottenham Court Road, London.
Mr, Edwin Stevens, Newsagent, 220, Kentish Town Road,

or

Mr, B. R. Bambridge, 74 and 7, High Street, Eton, Bucks,
Mr, Cowan! 33, South Frederick-street, Edinburgh,
H. Whitty, 15, Basnett-street, Liverpool.
C.J. Greene, 54, London-street, Norwich.

. R. Ramsbottom, 81, Market-street, Manchester.

. James Gregory, Vyse-street, Birmingham.
Mr. Wm, Bailey, Jun., 1, Sabina-street, Nottingham.
Messrs, Nutting and Co., 70, Edgbaston-street, Birmingham;
Messrs. W. C,and J. Penny, Booksellers, Froome.
Mr, E. Perks. Evesham-street, Redditch.
Mr. J. Walsh, Bookseller, s, Harpur-street, Bedford,
Messrs. H. and C. Treacher, Booksellers, Brighton.
Messrs. Gaynor and Son, 10, Royal-terrace, Richmond, Surrey,
Messrs. O’Handlen and Co., 48, Victoria and Temple-street, Bristol,
Mr. Wilkes, Gunmaker, Leeds. ;
Messrs. Cayless and Sons. Midland Tent ‘Works, Loughborough,
Miss G. Wells, 1, Sussex-street, Nottingham.
Mr. Wm, Atkinson, Fishing Tackle Maker, Lancaster and Kendal,
Mr. John Wells, 4, London-road, Nottingham.
Messrs, Mitchell and Co., 50, Market-street, Manchester.
Mr. } Croisdale, 56, Briggate, Leeds.

Mr. John Keeling, the Golden Salmon, 7, Digbeth, Birmingham,
Mr, John Heywood, Manchester.

Mr. whn Cocks, Baker Street, Weybridge, Surrey.

Mr. Wm, Reid, Noichgate, Darlington.

Mr. R. Pearsall, 11, Great Western Arcade, Birmingham.
Mr. G. T. Gibbons, 10, Bridge Street, Salisbury.

Mr. Thos. Heppleston, Manchester,

Mr., l Perry, Minster Parade, Reading.

Mr, S. Dale, 7, St, John Street, Nottingham,

Mr, H. Booth, 88, Prospect Street, Hull.

A, W. Warner, 121, Broad Street, Birmingham,

Newsvendors can obtain the journal through their London Agents

. ° The *“ FISHING GAZETTE”
all the above firms.

! ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION.

' The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United
Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, 1os. 6d.

- To any part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual
Subscript on, including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence.

3 ADVERTISEMENTS. ;

All communications respecting advertisements must be addressed
0 the Manager of THE FISHING GAZETTE, No. 12, Fetter Lane,
London, E.C. ;
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money

Orders must be made payable to Messrs. SAMPSON Low, MARSTON

AND Co., the Proprietors,

SPINNER (Registered) is sold by

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER g, 1882.

R. BALDERSTON ». R. B. MARSTON.
GUT . HAIR.

HE readers of the GazeTTE having taken considerable interest
| inthe fly-fishing match which was announced to take place
B between Mr. R. B. Marston and Mr. Robert Balderston (who also
fealls himself the “ Raven ” and ““ Ilerne the Hunter,” &c.), we
(will now give them a short account of the affair, the absolute
‘truth of which we guarantee.

.Mr. Marston reached Ripon on the evening of the 31st August,

and immediately calledupon Mr. Balderston, whom he found to be
a man of about his own age. After along and pléasant chat it
wasarranged at Mr. Balderston's suggestion, that on the following
day (Friday) the two anglers should have, not a regu'ar match, but
a sort of ramble together on the Laver, a small trout stream which
flows into the Yore at Ripon, after joining another small stream
called the Skell. However, the ‘“ramble” soon changed itself
into a competition, Mr. Marston using Bullmer's ‘““ gossamer ”
drawn gut as * cast,” Mr. Balderston using fine hair, and having
omitted to bring his net, had to land his fish without. Mr.
Marston laboured under the disadvantage of feeling so unwell the
first part of the day as to be hardly able to hold the rod,
a new one, which he had. never used before. At Mr.
Balderston’s suggestion, he took one pool or stream, and Mr.
Marston the one above it, then Mr. B. took the nextabove
Mr. M., and Mr. M. the one above that again, and so on.
Mr. Marston used a short, stiff ten-foot rod, Mr, Balderston a longer
and much more whippy rod. The water was in capital order for
the fly, having nearly cleared off after the fresh. Both anglers
used, of course, nothing but the artificial fly. The fish were not
well on the rise, and both anglers had to work hard for what they
got. g J :
The result of this day’s fishing was that Mr. Balderston got
twelve trout, Mr. Marston got eleven, but threw back three at the
commencement of the fishing, not supposing that they would
prove only too fair a sample of the small fish in this stream. Mr.
Balderston weighed the two lots, and Mr. Marston’s eight weighed
more than Mr. Balderston's twelve, so most anglers would say
Mr. M. had won.

On the Saturday, both anglers fished on the Yore below Ripon,
but the water was high and coloured, and the result was almost
nzl, Mr. Marston getting a fair roach and dace, and Mr. Balder-
ston a dace ; both used fly. ; :

On Monday, at Mr. Balderston’s suggestion, the Laver at
Laverton was agreed on as the scene of operations, ‘considerably
against Mr.- Marston’s wishes, as the fish to be got were such
small things. The fishing was in the same style as the first day,
one rod taking one stream and the other the one above, in rota-
tion. Mr. B. began with hair. At lunch time, on compars
ing baskets, Mr. Marston had eighteen trout, and Mr. Balderston
only ten or eleven; Mr, M.’s fish were also a better average
size. The day was very bright and hot for the most part. In fish-
ing back after lunch, Mr. M. got four more to Mr. B.’s one. On
reaching Laverton Mr. B. seemed to have had enough of it, but
after a little refreshment both anglers started off down stream,
Mr. M. going ahead, and finding another angler fishing the
stream he had intended to fish, walked a mile or more down
stream to get to the end of the dead water. In the streams below
the mill, Mr. M. got three more fish, one a trout of half-a-pound.
During this day’s fishing, Mr. M. having broken his landing net,
landed most of his fish without it, the small size of the fish making
it an easy matter to do so. It should also be mentioned that after
lunch. Mr. B. had changed from hair to gut. A trap had been
ordered at Laverton to be ready between six and seven, and Mr. M,
left off fishing about six and walked back; on the way he met
Mr. B., who said he was feeling cold, and intended to walk to
Ripon. Mr. M. tried to dissaade him, but withoutavail ; in fact,
Mr. B. seemed in a very sad mood. He said he had caught two
or three more. Mr. M. saw nothing more of Mr. B. until next
morning, when Mr. B. called at the hotel with the following
extraordinary epistle for Mr, M.

R. B. Marston, Esq.

DEAR SiR,—I enclose my ticket for Hackfall, which you can use
yourself. I shall not be able to accompany you to-day, as the skin is
off my feet and I have some business to do. I have not yet got an
answer about the Cover stream, but if this be satisfactory, I can meet
you on Wednesday or Thursday on that river ; l_)ut aftf:r the fiasco of
yesterday, and the fish which could not begr inspection, but_needed
apology, I must insist on the conditions T la_.ld dovs{n, 'and which you
have so transgressed, that the fish be sizeable at six inches, and that
we fish alternately in each other’s presence, as I cannot waste my
time leaving my own fishing, as I have had up to the‘present to do,
running after you to see what you were about. Wishing you .honest
sport to-day. ; 2

I remain, dear sir,
Yours truly,
ROBERT BALDERSTON.

In answer to this letter, Mr. Marston at once replied as
follows :— ;

SIR,—Your letter proves you to be no gentleman, and I will have
nothing more to do with you, I can imagine nothing meaner than
your base insinuations. Ireturn your permit to fish at Hackfall, having
no desire to be under any obligation whatever to such a mean-spirited
man. I will, as I said before, have nothing more to do with you.

R, B. MARSTON,
To Robert Balderston, Esq. :
P.S.—You are at liberty to publish this letter if you like.




444 : THE FISHING GAZETTE.

[SepT. 16, 1882

adversary stretched on the grass at your feet,after ten minutes’ fight
ona drawn gut cast ? :

That at all events is my idea, ‘and if there be a big fish about I
enjoy attempting its capture a great deal more than any amount of
‘“ chance ” whipping over the stickles. I fear, however, I am en
croaching on your space, and must cut short these remarks which
have extended much further than I originally intended themto do,
as this subject, being a favourite hobby of mine, I am in the habit,
when fairly mounted, of riding it either too fast or too far. ,

R. A,

R. B. MARSTON 9. R. BALDERSTON.

MR. MARSTON could notimagine what Mr. Balderston meant

by referring to Mi. Marston's fish as ““ needing apology
and not bearing inspection,” inasmuch as Mr. Marston never
apologised for them, and allowed Mr. Balderston to inspect them
whenever heliked. It now appears from a letter which Mr. B. has
written to the ¢“Trent Otter,” and which the “Trent Otter” sent on
to Mr. Marston, that Mr. B. accounts for his being beaten by saying
that Mr. Marston ““ took trout with him and then pretended he had
caught them!” Mr. B. says when he examined Mr. M.'s fish at
lunch time some of them were dry, while his were moist even
at night. When Mr. B. so carefully examined ' Mr. M.’s trout he
said never a word of this, and he knew that fish in an open wicker-
work creel, such as Mr. Marston used will get dry in an hour or
two on a hot, dry day, whereas his own fish were carried in a water-
proof, almost air-tight, leather case. Indeed, Mr. B. had himself

previously pointed out the fact -that the fish would get dry in a

wicker creel and keep moist in an air-tight one. Every trout
fisher knows this. Mr. B. also tells the *'T'rent Otter ” that on the
first day Mr. Marston threw a stone into the water, pretending
that it was a fish he was returning as undersized. He says he saw
Mr. M. do this. Now, can any of our readers imagine this
eminent scientific man, this curator of the Ripon fossils, this
ex-curator of the fell-beck fishes, this son of the most eminent
fly fisher of the day.* Can anyone imagine this great man con-
descending to go on fishing with Mr. Marston for three days after
having seen Mr. M. throw a stone in the water after telling Mr. B. it
was a fish? DMr. M. only regrets he did not insist on his first sugges-
tion being carried out, viz., that there should be witnesses to the
fishing, but Mr. B. objected to this, and it would appear now that
he did so with the deliberate intention of saying Mr. Marston
cheated, in case he (Mr. B.) got beaten. Why did not Mr. B,
accuse Mr. M. on the spot, at once, as any man or gentleman
would have done? Heknew better than to do that.

SIR THOMAS BARRETT LENNARD'S ANNUAL SALE.
'J"HE annual sale of the Belhus hunters takes place on Thursday
next. This event may not inaptly be compared to the
annual recurrence of some of our celebrated races. Just as the
Doncaster St. Leger brings us to the close of the racing year,
so does the Belhus sale announce the advent of the hunting
season. This will be the eighth year that Sir Thomas has got
together as fine a lot of hunters as one can wish to see. The
catalogue comprises forty first-class horses, and amongst them
are some remarkably fine specimens of the perfect hunter. I
don’t propose to go through the list, but rather to call the atten-
tion of your readers to this grand opportunity for procuring a
spléndid mount for the approaching hunting season. Here are
to be found all sorts and descriptions of equine beauty, from the
ladies’ perfect hack, to the grand weight-carrying hunter. The
sale is announced for one o’clock, the luncheon at 12, and I may
remark that the well known hospitality of Sir Thomas Barrett
Lennard is always done full justice to on these occasions by the
large and fashionable company which is invariably attracted to the
scene. |
For the information of those who propose attending the sale,
I may state, that Belhus is four miles from Rainham and five
miles from Grays Stations on the London, Tilbury, and Southend
Railway ; and seven miles from Romford, on the Great Eastern
Railway. The train leaving Fenchurch-street Station at ,10.50
will stop at Rainham on the day of the sale. A special train will
start from St. Pancras Station at 10.30, and will return from
Rainham Station at 7.0.—R. J. M.

GEORGE JAMES EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether the may begenuine or not. Patrcnised by some
of the best fishermen of the day. All flics.dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices :

Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Fli 5 D .
o8 to:—[Ar)VT.]p . ppe! es, 2s. per Dozen. Orders punctually

* We wondered this remarkable fly-fisher had never been heard of
except through his son. It appears he carried on the business of an
iIronmonger at Hawes, until recently, it was doubtless in this business
that Mr. B. junior, acquired his immense stock of ¢ brass.”’—ED.

ANGLING FOR SEA-TROUT ON THE EAST AND SOUTH
: COARSTS.

In all probability good sport might occasionally be enjoyed by angling
for sea-trout near and in the estuaries of rivers between Yarmouth
and the Isle of Wight, While spinning with one of Hearder's
plano-convex minnows, a nice fish of this kind was taken, the other
day, off the east point of Ramsgate Harbour. Several large bass
bave lately been killed there with artificial bait, both early in the
morning and late in the evening when no boats were moving, and in
the daytime when the sea has been moderately rough. The bass is
a shy fish. Fishermen who have taken sea-trout with rod and line
within the limits pointed out, should "give us the benefit of their ex-
perience. A good book on sea-fishing with rod and line is still a
desideratum. Such a work, with an appendix containing information
as to the best places and times for fishing round ths coast, supplied
by those who have had practical experience, would meet a want that
is increasing every year. The sea is large enough for us all.

The following remarks of the late Mr. Buckland, on sea-trout, in
the capital report made by himself and Mr. Walpole, in 1879, Oz
the Sea Iisheries of England and TWales, are worth attending to :—

‘I do not propose to enter in this appendix into the natural history
of the salmon. A curious fact, however, which has not yet
been sufficiently recognised, must not be omitted in this report, viz ,
the occasional presence of sea-trout along the coast of England near
rivers whichdonot containspawning grounds for migratory salmonid:c.
This part of England may be said to begin at Yarmouth and to extend
all the way round as far as the Southampton Water and the estuary
of the Itchen. The principal places where these fish are found are
Yarmouth, the estuary of the Yare at Gorlestone, the mouth of the
Thames, and the estuaries of the Canterbury, Stour, the Rother, the
Ouse, and the Arun, all situated between the South Foreland and the
Isle of Wight.

““On June 14th, 1879, Mrs. French, of Yarmouth, showed me six or
seven very handsome silvery fish, the largest weighing about four
pounds. They had been caught in a seine net to the south of Gole-
stone Pier, and I was informed by Dr. Norman that considerable
quantities of these fish had been caught in 1879; and when at
Yarmouth, in the middle of August, I found they were still abundant.
These fish were bull-trout, and in my official report on the fisheries
of Norfolk.* T stated that I thought these Yarmouth bull-trout were
visitors from the Coquet, the Tyne, and Berwick-on-Tweed, in fact,
a bull-trout was on one occasion caught at Yarmouth with a Berwick
mark upon his tail. These bull-trout, without doubt, come to feed
upon the shrimps of both kinds, that are so plentiful along the Norfolk
coast. In August 1879, a fish over 13 Ibs. was caught seven miles
north of Yarmouth,

‘They are netted in seines close to the shore. T am strongly of
opinion these fish would take a spinning bait. [ advise anglers to
make a trial of this idea, for if it succeeds it will form quitc a new
acddition to the resources of rod fishermen from I.ondon, Norwich,
Yarmouth, Lowestoft. and the neighbourhood., Almost every year
for many years past I have received migratory trout caught in white-
bait nets in the estuary of the Thames and Medway. I had hoped
that these were some of the fish 1 had bred artificially, but I am
afraid it is not so.

‘* Every year considerable numbers of sea-trout are caught in the
fixed nets at Pegwell Bay. It s difficult to get hold of thém, as they
are immediately sold in Ramsgate and Margate. Some of these may
have been hatched in the Canterbury Stour.  Small sea-trout are also
taken in the kettle nets near Romney Marshes.”

Mr. Buckland also speaks of migratory trout being caught between
Dynchurch and Dungeness, in the estuaries of the four Sussex
rivers before mentioned, in Rye Bay and in the Ouse below Lewes. He
thinks it possible that the bouge, ‘‘budge,” or sea-trout, of the
Southampton Water, may be the same class of fish.—O. L.,

NORFOLK BROADS (WROXHAM.)

THINKING that many of your readers, and probably some who contem-
plate a week or fortnight's fishing in Norfolk, would like to hear a
correct account of the personal experience of a fisherman, who is a
lover of the gentle art, and one also who wishes to state truthfully his
experience upon any water he may have fished. To commence, I
should advise any fishermen starting with a desire to fish the Broads,
to do away with the notion tHat he is to have the enormous takes
reported in some ofthe books recently published, descriptive of fishing
in Suffolk and Norfolk, or he will be doomed to as much disappoint-
ment as I have been, I arrived at Wroxham Statién at 12 a.m., on
the 28th August, and securei a bed at the King's Head. I imme-
diately inquired for a fisherman, and secured the services of one of the
two in the village. He was quietly smoking his pipe at the bar of the
house. I inquired of him if he had any well scoured worms, gentles,
and ground bait ready, and to my surprise he had no bait of any kind
ready. Worms he had to dig for among some rubbish in the yard of
the house, and anyone can imagine the success likely "to be
gained by such a bait. I am not quite sure if he had
any live bait to dispose of, although it is reported that baits at 1s.
per score are easily procurable at any of the fishing stations.
Here, I may remark, this was the invariable rule at Wroxham, to the
disappointment of many anglers, who, like myself, thought it would
pay the local fishermen to provide the necessaries in the shape of
bait that visitors require, than loafing at a public bar, smoking and
drinking, waiting for something to turn up, but too lazy to provide
the bait, &c., for that unlucky turn up on his arrival. I and a young

* H. oi C, Paper. No. 428, Sess., 1875,
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supper at the Sun Hotel, Kingston, the- tripe and its usual accompaniment,
rump steaks, being well served up and thoroughly enjoyed. There were no
pretensions to set toasts; Mr. W. H. Brougham being first called upon to
make some remarks, referred to the visit of royalty to a day’s fishing at
Twickenham, in the atmosphere of the Richmond Piscatorial Society, and after
noticing several topics connected with the Thames, informed those present that
Mr, F. C. Clench, and Mr. A. J. Little, having offered to the T. A. P. S. their
services as honorary river keepers, were now in possession of the necessary
warrants to act in that capacity. Mr. I\, C. Clench, who acted as chairman of
the evening, in his usual energetic spirit, announced the result of the compe-
tition, the first prize was awarded to Mr. John Bend, for 35 1b. 12 oz. of barbel,
perch, and dace ; the second prize to Mr. Terrill, with 13 1b. 9 0z. of roach and
dace ; the other prizes were won in the following order : Mr. Houghton, Mr.
Dickenson, Mr, Wilscn, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Griffiths. Mr. Alfred Nuthall,
in responding to the Richmend Piscatorial Society, offered to give a prize for
specimen fish on'y, and strongly deprecated the system of gross weight
competitions, which was warmly applauded. Mr. F. C. Clench replied to the
toast of the chairman, and Messrs. H. Dickenson and W. Abbott to that of the
vice-chairman ~ Mr. J. H. Gaunt performed his secretarial duties with his
accustomed courtesy. Messrs: W, Abbott, Crew, and others sang some
excellent songs, and the evening was one of a very pleasent character.—B.

STANLEY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY,

Owing to various causes I am unable to send you any good account of our
members” doings this week, Mr. D. M. ITumby hashad roach and dace ; Mr.
W. R. ITumby, roach; Mr. C. Scull, roach ; and Mr. ‘Wheatstone, roach, and
a nice tench of 2 1b. 14 0z, The last-named gentleman was very unfortunate
at Ringwood last weclk, his punt having no well, and beingiwithout a keep net,
he hung a hamper over the side of his punt for want of anything better, and the
lid having by some means become unfastened, all the fish got out, among them
being, he tells me, some 2 1b. r.ach. Yesterday evening we held our quarteily
general meeting. There wasa grod attendance, and the balauce sheet, which
was of a highly satisfactory character, being read out by the' secretary, was
received with general approval.—G.

STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY.

The usual fortnightly meeting of the above society took place on Wednesday
the 2oth inst. The successful competitors at the recent open competition at
Dagenham ILake receiving their prizes at the hands of Mr. Thos. Harris, the
president, who addressed each recipient in suitable terms, some excellent singing
bringing a pleasant termination to the evening’s proceedings. Although trying
very hard small takes of fish rewarded the efforts of the members on the 24th
instant, only Mr. W. Robinson weighing in a bream of 2 1b, On’October 1
four prizes are given for the four heaviest weights of roach taken on that date,
Open to members only. Mt. C. F. Robinson will give a prize value 10s. 6d.
for the heaviest gross weight of any kind of fish taken up to and including
October 29. A few friends are invited to compete for this prize.—T. GRETTON,

THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, COVENT GARDEN.

The following are the fixtures for the above society :—Monday, October 2nd,
roach competition, Thames only ; 16th, pike competition, Thames only; 23rd,
annual supper, Ashley's Hotel ; November 6, perch competition, Thames only ;
20th, pike competition, any public waters ; December 4th, chub competition,
any public waters.  For further particulars, see the list of prizes and circular.—
JaMES LANDER, lon, sec.

WALTONIANS.

On the 24th a great many of our members were out. Mr. Waltham weighed
in 12 1b. roach from Pangbourne—two days’ fishing; Messrs, Starr and Good,
jun,, had each a little over 6 1b. from the same place; Mr. Skeats had
4 1b. 103 oz. chub and dace ; Messrs. R. Dodge, Rushbrook, Watson, Bowring,
Greenfield, and Togwell, also weighed in fish.—A. J, MARRIOTT.

‘

ANGLING ON ILOCHLEVEN IN 1882.

THE season has been one of disappointment to the angler. It has
also given rise to some foreboding for the future, inasmuch as it
seems to show that the fishings are now undergoing one of those
periodical declines to which they are subject, and which are so diffi-
cult to account for. The ebb and flow of the trout supply—as well as
the variations in the same months of each year—are shown in the
following tabular statement. We may mention that the number of
trout caught in 1877 was 4,852, after which the results were as
follow :—
1878518705 1880, 1881 = 887
April % : 300 SBT3 TS0 T 0 s AN T 020
May . S, 2 B G BN A T g2 n 62
June R 550038 A NTed B8 2Kk BE 638 ST O1g)
July o G OIBEE 707 T 206 8855010 036
A U S EEE S 2 o0 o2 32 2 s 03T ARy

Total trout .. 12,525 20,384 19,363 16,398 8,96é
Lb. weight .. 8,238 15,503 18,384 17,124 8,888

It will be seen from the above statement that compared with the
previous year the number of trout caught during the past season have
fallen off by about one-half. The competitions have been unprece-
dentedly numerous this year, numbering no fewer than fifty-seven,
though the total number of competitors are less than in 1881, The
general average to each rod in the competition was 2 Ib, 9% oz. The
first kill for the season was achieved by Mr, Thomson, Cowdenbeath,
on 19th January. The heaviest basket landed from any boat was got
on 6th May by Messrs. Ridley, Northumberland—thirty-five trout,
301b. 8 oz.  The heaviest single trout was caught by Mr. J. B. Mills
at the competition of the Dundee Club on 21st August, the weight
being 3 1b. 14 0z. The heaviest basket at a competition was got by
Mr. P. D. Malloch, Perth, winning the Patron’s Prize in the Kinross-
shire Club on 1st September—twenty trout, weighing 19 1b, 14 oz,

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

"C. W. (Union Street, Worcester).—We think the fish you send is a samlet,
and that you are mistaken about its being in spawn, but it is impossible to
judge from the dried up remains of the head and tail, If you send us a good
specimen we will endeavour to decide for you.—ED,

CORRESPONDENCE.

[ #5edonot hold ourselves responsible 2 for opinions expressed by our Correspondents.]

DE MULTIS REBUS. :

SIR,—I fear Mr. Marston’s experience with the ‘“angler’s curse?? is only
too common. He has described most exactly what I have seen over and over
again. But, to complicate matters still more, there is more than one ¢ curse.’”
The little black beast desciibed by Mr. Marston isnot so common, as far as my
experience goes, as a tiny fly, smaller, if anything, of similar shape, and with a
dirty body of mottled brown hue. I never yetheard of anyone making abag when
these tiny flies are on, but I don’t think the artificial is entirely useless. During
a furious rise of these midges, T once killed, on a strange water, in the middle
of a hot August day, three trout weighing 1 1b. 5 0z, 11b. 6o0z., 2 Ib, 4 0z.—
all in less than half an hour. Quite recen'ly I bagged a brace of good grayling,
over I 1b, each, and lost others (through the smallness of the hook, I fancy)
within a few yards of each other, One of these I dissected there and then,
and found him full of the “brown curse’’ and a few larvee of the olive
dun; no other flies were discernible, ‘When all is said and done, I fear we
shall always be at a discount when such microscopical insects are the chief
altraction to rising fish. Only a fortnight ago I was standing on a bridge
with Mr. Francis Francis, dipping up and examining the myriads of
flies which were circling round the eddies about the old wooden piles.
Besides duns and spinners of various sorts, delicate in the extreme, but still re-
cognisable, we found insects which it would be hopeless to try and imitate, and
which it would  puzzle an entomologist to name. Sti 1, grayling will go for
these tit-bi's sometimes, worse luck—even to the extent of gorging themselves
on the green aphis, so I was told by two friends in Derbyshire last year,” There
is one point connected with this which I think is sometimes lost sight of. When
any fly (no matter what) comes down very thick and a rising- fish has half a
dozen natural flies to choose from every time he comes up, it stands to reason
he is very unlikely to pick ont deliberately the one which has the curly blue
tail; and every angler knows that an unusually heavy rise of May flies, March
browns, or olive duns is generally productive of more bad temper than sport.
The fact that the “ curse’” comes out in such numbers is in itself very much
against the angler. Under these circumstances, I find that a fly which floats well,
slightly larger, and perhaps adorned with a bit of tinsel, or nicely ribbed with gold
wire, will often arrest the attention of the fish, and induce him to rise when
the closest copy of the natural fly would be unnoticed. Again, something totally
different, which doesnotchallenge comparison with the natural fly, may frequently
be used with advantage. For this purpose a very small ¢ Wickham ’’ on a co
hcok, used dry, will be found very useful, and for grayling it is out and out the
best fancy fly I know of in the early part of the season. Though my imitation
of the ““curse’” is by no means infallible, it is certainly very useful at times,
and has rewarded me with several go.d fish this year. I find I have none left,
but a specimen or two shall be forwarded to Mr. Marston in a few days if I
can find time (and I should add, patience) to tie them. To tie a dozen of these
flies is quite a liberal education in fly-making. The best of us is very ignorant
about flies, and the man who professes a complete knowledge and undertakes
to answer off hand any query about the theory and practice of fly-fishing is
generally not worth talking to, while those who profess least will often be found
the most thoughtful and well informed, It is to be hoped, therefore, that
anglers who can throw any light, however scanty, on the ¢ midging "’ proclivi-
ties of trout and grayling will be good enough to record their experience. It
may lead to something interesting. At present, all I have ever discussed the
guestion with are unanimous on one point, namely that sport is always in-

ifferent (as it deserves to be) when ‘¢ curses ’* fill the air.

The recent ¢ Gut ». Hair*” episode—in spite of the unhappy termination of
the ¢ friendly contest ’—has not been without interest to the readers of the
FIsHING GAZETTE. It has elicited much valuable information from anglers of
differing opinions, but it has not settled the question of most suitable tackle,
and I don’t see how any sensible person could ever have expected it to do so.
In fishing, quite as much as in other things, the truth of fof komines quot
sententie is constantly seen, and when I entered into dispute with ¢“Herne the
Hunter,”” T was most careful to state that no amount of discussion would make
us agree upon the point at issue.” We wereat cross purposes (though the then
confident and jubilant Hunter would not see it), he advocating one thing as
best under all circumstances without any reservation, while I ventured to hint
that on some waters where the fish run to 3 and 4 lb., hair was absolutely
useless, and fine drawn gut answered admirably.  ““Chub Chavender’s”
remarks on September 23rd bear me out entirely. In fact, I
(the ¢ Logger-headed Chub” of the late controversy) can en=
dorse from long experience every word - that my brother chub
says about the Itchen. I repudiate with scorn the bare idea that a half pound
trout from one of the northern streams is more knowing about gut and hair, and
more difficult to deceive than one of the Hampshire ¢ Sockdollagers.””  For
wiliness and cunning give me an old three-pound Test fish, one who for seasons
has risen day after day in the same place, knowing to a fraction of an inch where
each natural fly will come down, skirting the bank, into his very jaws. Throw
ever so deftly your most delicate fly on hair, and you can’t rise him ; send him
the same invitation on drawn gut, and he dies the death. What more can any
reasonable angler want in the way of arguments ?

Recent correspondence reminds me how thin is the disguise afforded by an
alias. No one could mistake the authorship of that long and wearisome repe-
tition about ¢ Monstrosityists” and ¢ Harelugists’’ (sic), and the equally
uninteresting and utterly unintelligible maundering on the subject of hooks,
Hooks and flies are my pet hobby, and I eagerly devour all the information I
can get from my brother anglers. But in these papers I learnt nothing
practical.

That style was all one with the bombastic Balderdash of the avowed cham.
pion of hair ». gut. There are other writers, valued contributors to the FISH.«
ING GAZETTE, quite unknown to me except by names whom I have spotted in
spite of the znom de plume. I amresolved, therefore no longer to adopt an
alias myself.
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supper at the Sun Hotel, Kingston, the tripe and its usual accompaniment,
rump steaks, being well served up and thoroughly enjoyed. There were no
pretensions to sct toasts; Mr. W, H. Brougham being first called upon to
make some remarks, referred to the visit of royalty to a day's fishing at
‘Twickenham, in the atmosphere of the Richmond Piscatorial Society, and after
noticing several topics connected with the Thames, informed those present that
Mr, I. C. Clench, and Mr. A. J. Little, having offered to the T. A. P, S. their
services as honorary river keepers, were now in possession of the necessary
warrants to act in 1hat capacity. Mr. F. C. Clench, who acted as chairman of
the evening, in bis usual energetic spirit, announced the result of the compe-
tition, the first prize was awarded to Mr. John Bend, for 35 1b. 12 0z. of barbel,
perch, and dace; the second prize to Mr. Terrill, with 13 1b. 9 0z. of roach and
dace ; the other prizes were won in the following order : Mr. Houghton, Mr.
Dickenson, Mr, Wilscn, Mr. Smith, and Mr. Griffiths. Mr. Alfred Nuthall,
in responding to the Richinend Piscatorial Society, offered to give a prize for
specimenfish on'y, and strongly deprecated the system of gross weight
competitions, which was warmly applauded. Mr. F. C. Clench replied to the
toast of the chairman, and Messrs. H. Dickenson and W. Abbott to that of the
vice-chairman ~ Mr. J. H. Gaunt performed his secretarial duties with his
accustomed courtesy. Messrs: W, Abbott, Crew, and others sang some
excellent songs, and the evening was one of a very pleasent character.—B.

STANLEY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY.

Owing to various causes I am unable to send you any good account of our
members’ doings this week. Mr. D. M. ITumby hashad roach and dace ; Mr.
W. R. [Tumby, roach; Mr. C. Scull, roach ; and Mr. Wheatstone, roach, and
a nice tench of 2 1b. 14 oz, The last-named gentleman was very unfortunate
at Ringwood last weck, his punt having no well, and beingjwithout a keep net,
he hung a hamper over the side of his punt for want of anything better, and the
lid having by some means become unfastened, all the fish got out, among them
being, he tells me, some 2 1b. r.ach. Yesterday evening we held our quarte:ly
general meeting.  There wasa grod attendance, and the balance sheet, which
was of a highly satisfactory character, being read out by the secretary, was
received with general approval.—G.

STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY.

The usual fortnightly meeting of the above society took place on Wednesday
the zoth inst. The successful competitors at the recent open competition at
Dagenham Lake receiving their prizes at the hands of Mr, Thos. Harris, the
president, who addressed each recipient in suitable terms, some excellent singing
bringing a pleasant termination to the evening’s proceedings. Although trying
very hard small takes of fish rewarded the efforts of the members on the 24th
instant, only Mr. W. Robinson weighing in a bream of 2 1b. On’October 1
four prizes are given for the four heaviest weights of roach taken on that date.
Open to members only. Mr. C. F. Robinson will give a prize value 10s. 6d.
for the heaviest gross weight of any kind of fish taken up to and including
October 29. A few friends are invited to compete for this prize.—T. GRETTON,

THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, COVENT GARDEN.

The following are the fixtures for the above society :—Monday, October 2nd,
roach competition, Thames only ; 16th, pike competition, Thames only; 23rd,
annual supper, Ashley’s Hotel ; November 6, perch competition, Thames only ;
20th, pike competition, any public waters ; December 4th, chub competition,
any public waters, For further particulars, see the list of prizes and circular.—
JaMES LANDER, hon. sec.

WALTONTANS.

On the 24th a great many of our members were out. Mr, Waltham weighed
in 12 1b. roach from Pangbourne—two days’ fishing; Messrs. Starr and Good,
jun., had each a little over 6 lb. from the same place; Mr. Skeats had
4 1b. 103 o0z. chub and dace ; Messrs. R. Dodge, Rushbrook, Watson, Bowring,
Greenficld, and Togwell, also weighed in fish.—A. J, MARRIOTT.

ANGLING ON LOCHLEVEN IN 1882,

THE season has been one of disappointment to the angler, It has
also given rise to some foreboding for the future, inasmuch as it
seems to show that the fishings are now undergoing one of those
periodical declines to which they are subject, and which are so diffi-
cult to account for. The ebb and flow of the trout supply—as well as
the variations in the same months of each year—are shown in the
following tabular statement. We may mention that the number of
trout caught in 1877 was 4,852, after which the results were as
follow :—
1878 81870 1880, 180T 1887,
April o R 300 813, 7568 ST 06 ARRT 020
May .« .. 4,283 5,248 8,141 3,554 ‘3,062
June - s 003 T e G2 63 82 01
July 2 o 6188 A o7 T, 206882 01 g 936
August = S o O 8o g 322 s s 03 T AT

‘Totalitrout ="y 2 505 20,381 819,263 106,308 8,96é
Lb. weight .. 8,238 15,503 18,384 17,124 8,888

It will be seen from the above statement that compared with the
previous year the number of trout caught during the past season have
fallen off by about one-half. The competitions have been unprece-
dentedly numerous this year, numbering no fewer than fifty-seven,
though the total number of competitors are less than in 1881, The
general average to each rod in the competition was 2 1b. g} 0oz, The
first kill for the season was achieved by Mr. Thomson, Cowdenbeath,
on 1gth January. The heaviest basket landed from any boat was got
on 6th May by Messrs. Ridley, Northumberland—thirty-five trout,
301b. 8 0z. The heaviest single trout was caught by Mr, J. B, Mills
at the competition of the Dundee Club on 21Ist August, the weight
being 3 lb. 14 0z, The heaviest basket at a competition was got by
Mr. P. D. Malloch, Perth, winning the Patron’s Prize in the Kinross-
shire Club on 1st September—twenty trout, weighing 19 1b. 14 0z,

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

"C. W. (Union Street, Worcester).—We think the fish you send is a samlet,
and that you are mistaken about its being in spawn, but it is impossible to
judge irom the dried up remains of the head and tail. If you send us a good
specimen we will endeavour to decide for you.—ED.

CORRESPONDENCE.

[ #5°edonot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents.]

DE MULTIS REBUS.

SIR,—TI fear Mr. Marston’s experience with the ¢ angler's curse ”’ is only
too common. e has described most exactly what I have seen over and over
again. But, to complicate matters s*ill more, there is more than one ¢ curse.’’
The little black beast described by Mr. Marston is-not so common, as far as my
experience goes, as a tiny fly, smaller, if anything, of similar shape, and with a
dirty body of mottled brown hue. I never yet heard of anyone making abag when
these tiny flies are on, but I don’t think the artificial is entirely useless. During
a furious rise of these midges, T once killed, on a strange water, in the middle
ofa hot August day, three trout weighing 1 Ib. § 0z., 1 1b. 6 oz., 2 1b, 4 0z.—
all in less than half an hour. Quite recen'ly I bagged a brace of good grayling,
over 1 1b, each, and lost others (through the smallness of the hook, I fancy)
within a few yards of each other. One of these I dissected there and then,
and found him full of the ‘“brown curse’ and a few larve of the olive
dun; no other flies were discernible. When all is said and done, I fear we
shall always be at a discount when such microscopical insects are the chief
altraction to rising fish. Only a fortnight ago I was standing on a bridge
with Mr. Francis Francis, dipping up and examining the myriads of
flies which were circling round ~the eddies about the old wooden piles.
Besides duns and spinners of various sorts, delicate in the extreme, but still re-
cognisable, we found insects which it would be hopeless to try and imitate, and
which it would puzzle an entomologist to name. Sti 1, grayling will go for
these (it-bi's sometimes, worse luck—even to the extent of gorging themselves
on the green aphis, so I was told by two friends in Derbyshiie last year.” There
is one point connected with this which I think is sometimes lost sight of. When
any fly (no matter what) comes down very thick and a rising- fish has half a
dozen natural flies to choose from every time he comes up, it stands to reason
he is very unlikely to pick out deliberately the one which has the curly blue
tail; and every angler knows that an unusually heavy rise of May flies, March
browns, or olive duns is generally productive "of more bad temper than sport.
The fact that the ¢ curse’” comes out in such numbers is in itself very much
against the angler. Under these circumstances, I find that a fly which floats well,
slightly larger, and perhaps adorned with a bit of tinsel, or nicely ribbed with gold
wire, will often arrest the attention of the fish, and induce him to rise when
the closest copy of the natural fly would be unnoticed. Again, something totally
different, which doesnotchallenge comparison with the natural fly, may frequently
be used with advantage. For this purpose a very small ¢ Wickham *’ on a 0o
hcok, used dry, will be found very useful, and for grayling it is out and out the
best fancy fly I know of in the early part of the season. Though my imitation
of the ¢“curse’” is by no means infallible, it is certainly very useful at times,
and has rewarded me with several gosd fish this year. T find I have none left,
but a specimen or two shall be forwarded to Mr. Marston in a few days if I
can find time (and I should add, patience) to tie them. To tie a dozen of these
flies is quite a liberal education in fly-making, The best of us is very ignorant
about flies, and the man who professes a complete knowledge and undertakes
to answer off hand any query about the theory and practice of fly-fishing is
generally not worth talking to, while those who profess least will often be found
the most thoughtful and well informed. It is to be hoped, therefore, that
anglers who can throw any light, however scanty, on the “ midging*’ proclivi-
ties of trout and grayling will be good enough to record their experience. It
may lead to something interesting. At present, all I have ever discussed the
question with are unanimous on one point, namely that sport is always in-
different (as it deserves to be) when ¢ curses *’ fill the air.

The recent ¢“ Gut v, Hair”” episode—in spite of the unhappy termination of
the ¢ friendly contest ”’—has not been without interest to the readers of the
FisHING GAZETTE. It has elicited much valuable information from anglers of
differing opinions, but it has not settled the question of most suitable tackle,
and I don’t see how any sensible person could ever have expected it to do so.
In fishing, quite as much as in other things, the truth of to¢ komines quot
sententie is constantly seen, and when I entered into dispute with “Herne the
Hunter,”” I was most careful to state that no amount of discussion would make
us agree upon the point at issue,” We wereat cross purposes (though the then
confident and jubilant Hunter would not see it), he advocating one thing as
best under all circumstances without any reservation, while I ventured to hin
that on some waters where the fish run'to 3 and 4 lb., hair was absolutely
useless, and fine drawn gut answered admirably. ¢ Chub Chavender’s”
remarks on September 23rd bear me out entirely. In fact, I
(the ¢ Logger-headed Chub’ of the late controversy) can en-
dorse from long experience every word ' that my brother chub
says about the Itchen. I repudiate with scorn the bare idea that a half pound
trout from one of the northern streams is more knowing about gut and hair, and
more difficult to deceive than one of the Hampshire ¢ Sockdollagers.”” " For
wiliness and cunning give me an old three-pound Test fish, one who for seasons
has risen day after day in the same place, knowing to a fraction of an inch where
each natural fly will come down, skirting the bank, into his very jaws. Throw
ever so deftly your most delicate fly on hair, and you can’t rise him ; send him
the same invitation on drawn gut, and he dies the death. "What more can any
reasonable angler want in the way of arguments ?

Recent correspondence reminds me how thin is the disguise afforded by an
alias. No one could mistake the authorship of that long and wearisome répe-
tition about ¢ Monstrosityists” and ¢ Harelugists’’ (sic), and the equally
uninteresting and utterly unintelligible maundering on the subject of hooks,
Hooks and flies are my pet hobby, and I eagerly devour all the information I
can get from my brother anglers. But in these papers I learnt nothing

ractical.

: That style was all one with the bombastic Balderdash of the avowed cham.
pion of hair ». gut. There are other writers, valued contributors to the FIsHa
ING GAZETTE, quite unknown to me except by names whom I have spotted in
spite of the zom de plume. I amresolved, therefore no longer to adopt an
alias myself.
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What does ‘¢ Sprint”’ mean when he talks of a trout's ¢ deadweight of two
or three pounds or more as he slowly makes tracks for a bed of weeds?’’ If
this is his notion of an Itchen or Test fish he is vastly mistaken. One good
day between Alresford and Bishopstoke, or between Stockbridge and Romsey
is quite enough to dispel the allusion about the gameness of a chalk stream
trout once and for ever. When ¢ Spriat?’ talks of persons *“who know trout
fishing only under these circumstances,” is he himself fully aware what the
circumstances are which make the killing of a big fish, weight for weight, so
much more difficult in a southern chalk stream than it is in the northern rapid
moorland waters? I am speaking from experience. I have killed large fish
on fine tackle in rapid Scotch streams and in *‘sluggish waters,”” as ¢ Sprint "’
calls them ; and I have no hesitation in saying that a fish from 2 to 3 lb. is
infinitely harder to basket on a weedy, chalk stream than he is in the clear rapid
streams of the North. I feel confident that any one, who is fairly qualified to
judge of both kinds of fishing, will bear me out in this. & I ethinke e Chub
Chavender,”” with his ¢ wretched tiout, diminutive from lack of food, continued
through countless generations,”” is much nearer the mark as a description suit-
able to the denizens of many a northern stream. This may not apply literally
to the waters ¢ Sprint’' frequents, but surely the lives of the trout must be
wretched, indeed, if the 150 members of an angling association, inclading ¢‘as
many crack fly fishermen as any other association ’* are only restrained from a
murder of the six-inch innocents by a formulated rule of the club. Wretched,
indeed, must be the prospect to a troutling doomed to die so young, with 150
anglers all thirsting for his blood so soon as he shall pass the six-inch limit.—
Iam, &c., HisS RHE

[We fully expec'ed ¢ Sprint’s ** libel on our southern trout would bring for-
ward some champion. If ¢ Sprint’’ had seen the way a 2 1b. trout we got
recently near London fought for fully five minutes, leaping half-a-dozen times
out of the water, he would not think them sluggish! H. S. H. and Sprint *’
are two good anglers, and we sincercly trust they will agree to differ amicably.
There is much to be said in favour of north country fishing, even if the fish do
run small, and we must admit that we enjoy catching a 10 or 12 1b. basket of,
say Eden trout, averaging three to the pound, with a sprinkling of bigger fish
up to 2 1b. perhaps; we enjoy a'day’s fishing of this kind in a rapid river in a
lovely country, better than a take of larger fish in the quiet Hampshire streams.
But such maters as these are questions of individual taste, and ought never to
send our correspondence thermometer up to blood-heat.””—ED ]

P.S.— Since writing the above, Mr, Hall'smidge flies have come to hand. They
are superbly made, and we intend to get a stock made from these patterns, and
on Mr. Hail’s capital eyed hooks. Although the midges we used were as small
as these they were not so neatlymade. We may say that we did try other flies
of all kinds and sizes, up to the largered caterpillar. We will send Sprint
some of these midges of Mr. Hall's as soon as we can get any made. The
hooks are made by Messts. Hutchinson, of Kendal-—ED ]

- SILKWORM VERSUS HORSE.

SiR,—Probably there are many of your readers like your correspondent of
last week, ¢ Chub Chavender,’”’ who ¢ can’t understand why so fierce a battle
should be waged over the comparative virtues of hair and gut!”’

I have often thought when I have been reading with the greatest interest the
articles and letters which have appeated in the GAZETTE upon the subject that
it must have been very uninteresting to a large majoity of the fraternity. It is
well, however, to remember that * the brotherhood " embraces many distinct
branches, and that each branch engages in the angling business in its own
ﬁarticular line. Modes of weighing in, baiting swims, paste for roach, &c.,

ave only a very general interest for us northerners, who have to confine our
attention almost exclusively to trout and grayling. ~But those subjects very
preperly have their turn, and so our brethren, the bait fishers, must rot be-
grudge us the space if we run out the lines a bit (and really we have done it of
Iate as though the lines were all on Notlingham reels, they have come off so
freely). To us the subject can bardly be termed a a second rate one. It’s one
of the first importance. Why, I know some natives upon the streams in this
district whose professional credit hangs by a good hair. They have always
used hair, done great feats with hair, always will use hair as long as they can
wield the wand at all.

One of them bought a horse for his tail, and kept him well to grow hair.
Poor fellow! When he was no more, deeply regretted, might, with a lot more
consistency, have been inscribed over his grave than where we sometimes see
it. :
Previcus to this matter being exalted into the columns of the GAZETTE, some
of those old hands could not speak of the relative virtues of hair and gut with
anything like patience. ¢ Gut was not to be mentioned in the same day as
hair for fly fishing.” Now, however, the subject is actually seriously
discussed in the small coteries of anglers that draw together for their evening
pipe. Could you, 'sir, only have your ear to the telephone of a wire connecting
you with one of those council chambers, you would be able to give your readers
some lively comments and sage criticisms. ¢ Ah, well! gut is all right for
fiddlestrings, but it’s about nought for fly fishing ; it's as heavy as a tar band and
makes such a splash.”” And soon go these philosophical remarks to the end
of the programme, and then it’s repeated next time the assembly meets, which,
of course, vanquishes all the arguments in favour of gut, which after all are only
as the smoke from their pipes. '

1 cannot be considered a member of these parliaments, -but I do now and
again enjoy a seat in the chimney corner, though I am. afraid that there’s a
suspicion that I am not a *‘ true blue”” on this hair question ; they are doubt-
ful that I've been perverted, for only the other day when I went out with the
president for a throw and was putting on my cast, he spied gut. ‘What, are
you bound to fish with gut ?'"” said he. I kept from blushing as well as I could,
While T stammered out, *That I was going to giveit a try; there has been so
much said about it lately.” ¢ Ugh,” and he passed on to wet Lis own cast.
We soon had the river between us, and I got a couple before he had one, but
he was not long before he cantered past me, and at the day’s end he had
almost four to my one. He had glorious satisfaction; he’d given the young
’un another lesson, ¢ What had you on?”’ said he when we were walking
slowly homeward. ¢ Oh! I'd brown watchett and red palmer and musk
and the dun, what did you find them take "’ ¢ Well, I could get’em with
nowt at first but the light blue, and then when the watter cam’ out they wadn’t
look at it, but took needle like shot.”” ¢ Well,” I said, ‘I saw the needle on
by scores, but I never thought they would take on in such a big water, and so I
never put one on.”’ “Onlyin the quiet corners,” he said, and he knew well enough
he had touched me in one. But I’ve wandered. I meant to say that I have
come to the conclusion that on this burning question my good friends in the
dales have too much prejudice and too little knowledge. ‘When they think of

gut their idea is that it is the sort of stuff that they use with lobworms in a

big water. Bulmer's ¢ Gossamer ”’ drawn gut is an excellency of very recent
times, and it has not reached the dales yet, except when a stranger makes an
excursion to their stream. He does not do so well, for he is not acquainted
with the stream and does not know the best flies, but his non-success is gut,
of course, when the native comes across him. There many things to consider
in this question. Your correspondent ¢ Sprint’’ wrote well, pretty nearly all
that could be said for hair—a very sensible letter I thought, but other matters,
such as length of your cast, number and distance of your flies upon it, weight
of your casting and reel line, all require consideration and adjustment if gut is
to be got well out, lightly, straight, and without tangle—the latter too often
caused by the end fly rebounding upon the line when the cast is made. One
point I like gus in preference to hair is one upon which I find myseif in disagree-
ment with ¢ Sprint,” it can be cast straight. Hair too often—even good hair—
will keep, hour after hour, a nasty curl in the end length, whereas gut when
softened always goes out in a straight line. T won’t repeat the arguments
already put with so much force both by yourself and correspondents. No doubt

 this correspondence will have induced ‘many anglers to try both gut and hair

for themselves, in circumstances where they can be tested with something like
accuracy. We shall probably have lots of *‘ experience meetings’’ after this
thorough ventilation of the subject.—I am, &c. INGLEBOROUGH.
September 25.
[If any hair-fisher who bas not seen really fine drawn gut will write to us we
shall be most happy to send him a sample gratis —ED. ]

THE FOOD OF SALMON IN FRESH WATER.

SIR,—A few facts relative to the food of salmon may prove interesting to
¢ Salmo Salar”’ as well as to many of your numerous readers ; and as you justly
observe, Mr. Editor, ¢ The proof of the pudding is in the eating,’” I hope my
remarks will have the same effect. For many years past I have had largely to
do with salmon from all parts of the United Kingdom, as well as Norway and
Sweden, but during the past ten years have had principally to do with the rivers
Exe and Dart, to which rivers I intend to confiné myself on the above subject,
and to the year 1874, being the season I devoted considerable time in searching
for the parasites, both inwardly and outwardly of the salmonidz, from these
tivers, upon which I may send you a résumé, with your kind perm ission, shortly.
The year 1874 yielded a very good supply from both of these rivers, the Exe
more especially. During this season I opened 490 fish, namely 290 from the

Exe, and 150 from the Dart ; also 50 peel from_the latter river. The majority
of these fish are taken almost in the salt water, but the Exe fish have a chance of
reaching a few miles up into the fresh water previous to being netted, conse-
quently have had time to satiate their appetites with a fresh water meal. Itis
not very frequent to find any substance whatever in the stomachs excepting
mucus; but I have taken from those fish just from sea, such fish as pilchards,
sand eels, shrimps, prawns, and the remains of other crustacz; and upon several
occasions the half-digested portions of grey mullet, and once only about six
inches of the tail end of a redband fish. From those taken in fresh water I have
taken quantities of minnows and small eels, and on one occasion an eel over
one foot in length. Stones are by no means an unfrequent find, but I believe
them to be taken accidentally, because when most frequently found is, during
the very heavy freshets, when the land soil is washed down in abundance. I have
known several salmon taken with a large shrimp (not-a prawn), in the upper
waters, and I verily believe that the artificial fly is taken in a great measure for

the shrimp, with which they meet in considerable quantities in the Exe, within _

a mile or so of the city. Of sea trout we do not get an abundance; but what
few I have examined were either full of shrimps (pink ones) or britt (whitebait).
Mr. E. Parfitt in his ¢ Fauna of Devon’ says the sea trout frequent the south
coast, and three specimens were captured in the salmon pool below Exeter, April
28th, 1864. The largest measured 19} inches long ; girth, 1t3; weight, 31b g oz.
Some time since T communicated the contents of numerous seafish stomachs to
the late F. Buckland, of which I could inform you.—I am, &c.,
. FrANK GOSDEN, Exeter.

[Is Mr, Gosden certain about the minnows ? Are they found so near thesea ?

—EDb.]

MARKET DEEPING ANGLING, &c.

Str,—In my report to you of 23rd iost. I think I used the word ¢ Central”’
Association. If I did, will you please correct to United London Angling, &ec.,
as I find by my card of membership that is the present title to which I intended
to refer.—I am, &c., THOS. POOLE,

FISHING AT MARKET DEEPING.

S1r,—TI should be much obliged it you or any of your readers can inform me
of any jack or perch fishing in the neighbourhood of Market Deeping, Lincoln-
shire, ard, if so, how I can obtain permission.—1I am, &c., G

[The *“ Angler's Diary *’ says there is good coarse fishing free in the Welland
at Market Deeping.—ED.]

FISHING AT MARKET DEEPING.
THE RIVER WELLAND—INFORMATION FOR ANGLERS.
For information of London anglers, &c., by kind permission of S. B. Sharpe,-
Esq., honorary secretary, tickets for fishing can now be obtained of Mr. Charles

“Thorold, the Ship Inn, St. James Deeping. The tickets are.Is. for the day ;

2s. 6d. for three days, or ss. for the season. A very able and descriptive account
oi this fishery recently appeared in Bell's Life. The Ship (only a beerhouse), a
clean, comfortable house ; the host and hostess are obliging. It is within 1§
minutes’ walk of St. James Deeping Station, G.N.R., and can be reached
before 8 a.m. by the 5.15 newspaper train from King's Cross (change at Peter-
borough). Breakfast can be had there, the ticket obtained, and the river reache_d
by nine. There is a train up at 5.45, due at King’s Cross at 8, Splendid
travelling ; so that eight hours can now be had by the river side. It holds among
other fish splendid roach (very few bream). This is a place the Central Asso-
ciation of London Anglers would do wellto'get concession granted to—St. James
Deeping. Beds can be had at the Ship, but it would be well to write first ;
their charges are very moderate.—I am, &c., THOMAS POOLE.

Covent (yarden Market, W.C.,

22nd Sept., 1882.
[Anglers ought to be much obliged to Mr. Poole for this information.—ED.].

.

TROUT FISHING IN DEVONSHIRE. =
S1®,—The readers of the Fishing Gazette must think that the Exe is a most
wonderful river, from the account given by R. A, in your last week's issue. I

-

SEPT.

do not mean t

. seems strange

the front. Y
this is most e
not advertise
caught a fish
that there is
say that probj
10 1b) might
caught with 1
by a young g
not one of thd
fishing up str
the best dish
do anything 1
childhood, a
16 feet poles,)
you to belie
Tiverton som
Exe than thog
years. R. A
too fast and ¢

‘I;We must
referred not t
trout from th
front wanting
holds fish of
heaviest fish,
somuch. T
minnow, and
know holds ¢
anything likg

S1r,—Mo

" prised at the

one of his re
eight in num
the same ti
local papers.
catch, if he h
patent to evq
flies, &c. R
how does he
28th March
April 1st?
hardest catc
been whippi
R. A. condg
no success.
thodox fishe
of in one day|

SIR.—Th(
containing fi
pond,’” whic
Roding, is s
number of h{
kind—chiefl
as Isaw a d(
are busy ma
accumulatin
to be found
present the
the first Ay
Edward VI,
Dudiey, Ea
It is well wo
wise.—I am

€< ’1‘
rertains

. '50 popu

nomenc

"Cass




Per, 7, 1682

rmission; or if he!

r, have my address,
stance I can.

undreds of private

gh fishing may be

roach.

uiry, I give names

of fish to be found.
W IRG IR,

he has taken. ' We

eon and eely
zon and eels
con, and eels
gudgeon

bn, ecls, and perch

angler, by assiduously
he weight of fish I do
s the pleasure is con-
e best basket ¢ Tiver-
rather kill a couple of
troutlings.
ze of trout in the Exe
ler ones being the rule,
b, that the trout, while
1 to do.
ish, in size and their
sh, and one of those
5 into the IExe, imme-
congregated in large

t too bright. Tven at

counted thirty-seven
bring months the larger
roaches they push up
n who in their rambles
ed what I state, even
fore two facts before
hntly rising and taking
perhaps, in the dark)
y few anglers wasted
s I before observed, I
y killed good Dbaskets
where big fish are to

ason had barely com~
d not then, that many
the bigger fish, and
ady to be given as to
the flies on the water,
They are dressed on
er with no superfluous
bo often been pestered
flaunting dubbing, the
The flies I have used
oether with crane fiies
hem I have repeatedly
broken flies in them.
all this, although it
d as Tiverton itself,
Em to remember it.
10se of the other types,
nd I should be glad if
ZETTE, Ior your in.
and a spinner ; they
for post, I must post
they are intended.—

RASST AUSTI&.
hree fields below the

y anything about the
the fish run larger as

THE FISHING GAZETTE,

ya-get lower down. The flies sent us by Mr. Austin are nicely made enough and
on very capital hooks, but we have seen flies quite equal to them, made for us by
Mudford of Tiverton and Miss Arnold. In the spring the ordinary run of flies used
local anglers is rather larger than we ever use; but we could mention some
lverton ang'ers who use smaller flies than those Mr. A. sends, when the
water-is low and bright. Tt would all the same be unfair to say that, as a 7ule,
one can get such flies as thesc in Devonshire, unless specially ordered, or that
Devon anglers use such flies. 'We cannot help agreeing with Mr. Austin that a
basket of seventy-one trout, each fish weighing almost exactly one quarter-pound
our- times eighteen is seventy-two) is even more wonderful as a single day’s
take from the Exe, than one of eight fish, each over a pound. We do not
dispute either statement, being only too glad to hear such testimonials to a
wourite river.—ID. ] :

THE ANGLER'S CURSE.

Sir,—This association (Liverpool Angling Association) has .recently
acquired the 1right of fishing in a reservoir mnear Ruabon, North
Wales, which is well stocked with fine trout averaging % 1b. each.
Myself and two members were fishing it with the fly on Monday,
September 25th, but although the fish were rising all over the pool and almost

. under our fect not a single one coul : we stir. I changed my flies time after
~ time, but all to no purpose. I caught scveral flics that were about, but none of

these would move a fish, although I cast, and the others too, over scores of
#yises.”” In one case where a ‘‘ pounder’ was feeding right under my nose, I
saw him come up and delibera‘ely eye my artificial, and then quietly tun tail

* and disappear, although the very next moment he was at it again rising at some-

thing on the water, but what not one of us could make out. We only managed
toland a 11b, 2 oz. fish all day, though there were hundreds of them plunging
all about. This expeiience so exactly corresponds with your remarks under the
heading of the ¢‘ Angler’s Curse,”” that T thought I would send this account to
ou for publication if you thought it worth the space.—Yours, &c.,
Liverpool. : R. WooLFALL.

THE ¢“ ANGLER’S CURSE” ON HAMPSHIRE RIVERS, &c.

Sik,—Concerning the ‘“angler’s curse,”’ I had intended to write you precisely
what I'see your correspondent H.S. H.remarks at p.473 of the FISHING GAZETTE.
The “cuss” that we have been cussed with on the Anton and Tert this past
month or two has been a minute brown speck, any imitation of which is hopeless.

_ You speak of having midge flies made on the smallest eyed hooks, but if I

mistake not 1here are none made below the No. 1 size, none so small as the o
and oo of other makes. T do not care myself for eyed hooks for the very small
flies, but I think for May flics—sedges, the coachman, large palmers, &c.—
they are invaluable. 1Tt is such a convenience to be able to vary the thickness of
gut to suit different times and rivers.  With regard to the gut and hair contro-
versy, it has always occurred to me that different people have very varied ideas
as to what fine gut is. 'We continually read of large fish and even salmon (see
the Zield a week or two since) being taken on ¢ the finest trout cast.” Even
Mr. Colquhoun, in the ¢ Moor and the Loch,”” uses the expression, but in these
cases I always fancy that the writers mean gut that on Hampshire rivers we
should call very coarse. It is rather amusing, by the bye, to see ‘“Herne the
Hunter,”” that astounding son of a still more wonderful father, comparing the
wariness of his six-inch trout with that of Hampshire three and four pounders !
Your Test correspondent, September 23, speaks of the whole of the past season
as having been bad. On the Anton, however, the fishing for the first two
months was remarkably good ; there was often even more fly than we wanted,
and many good bags were made, but for the last three months there has been
an almost total absence of fly, and no evening fishing at all. I have not taken
a single fish this year with a large evening fly, though the river is full of fish.
I send you herewith two or three of the flies which I have used lately, and
should be glad to know whether the midge flies you mention in yeur note,
P- 474, are smallerthan these; also whether thefine drawn gut which you speakof
is finer than the gut of these flies. The fly in the middle is what Mr. Cox, of
Winchester, who made them, calls the ¢little cuss.”’—B.M.

[The flies B. M. sends are larger than those Mr. Hall sent on his eyed hooks
and we should hardly call them midge flies. The spider, for instance, is the size
usually fished by experts on the Wharfe. 'We are much obliged to B, M. for
the sample of the ¢“little cuss.”” It is a first rate pattern, The gut we refer to
as the finest drawn gut is certainly finer than that B. M. sends, but then B. M.’s
is not drawn gut ; we never saw finer whole gut, and would give 16s, or more
for 100 lengths of it for minnow-fishing and fly in a big spring water. We will
send B. M. Mr, Hall’s flies to look at. The eyed hooks are made in 0 and oo
by Messrs. Hutchinson. 'We are having some made now.—ED. ]

HAIR 2. GUT.—IN FAVOUR OF HAIR.

Sir—Sarcasms ’aint argument Mr. H. S. H., nor is it quite fair of you
to quote a portion only of a certain sentence of mine, when the remainder in a
degree alters the meaning of the part you give. Nor are the members of our
association only ‘‘restrained from a murder of six-inch innocents by a formu-
lated rule of a club.”” Their sense of what is right would doubtless prompt
them to return such undersized trout though the rule were absent. Argue
fairly and we will not quarrel ; but it is scarcely ¢ good enough”’ for you to write
as you do at the close of your letter last week. 'What would you say were I to
suggest that members of your club were only prevented from stealing silver tea
spoons because there is a law prohibiting the legality of such a proceeding ? Yet,
in a measure, this is similar to what you have done.  This though has nothing
to do with the matter at issue This is whether gut or hair is best for trout fish-

" ing with fly under certain conditions. I would never be such a fool as to

assert that single hair is as a rule strong enough to kill these wonderful
“sockdollagers’ of the Test we hear so much talk about. Nor, sofarasI am
aware did Mr. Balderston ever make such a statement, The multiplicity of
correspondents, as it were, put words into our mouths. I have a letter from
Mr. Balderston, which says his hair is quite strong enough to kill fish of three-
quarters of a pound weight. Tair I use is quite strong enough to kill a trout
three pounds weight, under favourable conditions. But I would not use hair
where there was much likelihood of hooking fish of such dimensions. One
correspondent writes I talk of fishing for sea trout with hair, and condemns such
a practice.  'Who, in the name of goodness ever suggested such a thing? I
said T had killed sea trout up to a certain weight with hair, and so I have. But
I never said I was fishing for them at the time. Trout were what I was after
then. This is about a fair sample of the logic one has used against us. Not a
word has been said against my arguments in favour of hair. ¢ Ingleborough ”
writes as though I said gut could not be cast straight. I never said anything of
the kind, for I can throw gut as straight as I can hair, The same writer alludes

to hair curling. 'We have all heard of ¢¢ curled hair,”” but all hair is not curled,
neither does all hair curl. Any that does this must be discarded, such stuff
should never be used. AsT have previously written, where trout do not average
more than from 8 oz. to'12 oz. each, I am prepared to prove that hair will be
more successful in their capture than the finest drawn gut. I am surprised to
find amid all this correspondence that no one has offered a single argument
against those I advanced a fortnight ago ; norhas there been a word forthcom-
ing as to the soft, pulpy condition drawn gut gets into after being used for a few
hours. T would be one of the very first to use fine drawn gut could it be pro-
cured to sail as well as hair, stand fishing and retain its stiffness as well, and be
as free from entanglement when attached to a merry trout. My apologies are
due to the “ Southern Trout * if I libelled him, and I bend knees with all the
abjectness required and in accordance with the penalty imposed for the commit-
ment of so dire an offence. Trout are all brothers though they be from the
Test or the Tweed—would that all anglers were the same—and I would as soon
libel one'of my own spotted fellows from the Kent as I would those fromany other
stream. And every one should know that I would not do the former.” But
really so much has been written respecting the obese proportions and gigantic
dimensions of these south country trout, and a like amount about the half starved
lilliputians of our northern streams, that I need be excused for the unintentional
libel. From what I have read and from my own limited experience, I not uns
naturally come to the conclusion that trout in rapid streams are more powerful
than those in sluggish ones, Nor am I yet convinced of the contrary, for it is
but reasonable to suppose that fish living in water so rapid as to make them re-
quire an amount of muscular exertion to procure food, are more likely to possess
greater strength than fish which reside in spots where there is no current to stem,
and where a dolce fur niente sort of life enables them to wax fat and toothsome.
I can quite appreciate the difficulty of keeping a big trout out of a bed of weeds,
but ifhe is a big ’un, and he will go, he will go, despite the strongest drawn gut.
The other night I hada 5§ 1b. grilse on thin gut and a No. 4 hook, Kendal
measurement—but not as this is erroneously given both by Francis Francis
and Foster. This fish washooked at dusk right amongst weeds and I landed
him safely—but it was as much by good luck as good management, The smallest
hooks of the Kendal make are 00, and the higher the number the larger the
size. Imagine the effect of doing what one writer tells us, to dress a midge
fly on No. 14 hook, Kendal size! Such a hookis used for aq ordinary
sized salmon fly. T shall be delighted to have from you, Mr. Editor, specimens
of the midges you allude to in your note, and if we have any flies for our rivers
in Westmoreland which you would like to possess, I will be most happy to return
the compliment. Only please do not let your correspondents put a wrong con-
struction upon what one writes. I am perfectly willing to- be responsible for
what T write and say, but not for what is often said one says and writes.

I am, &c., SPRINT.

[It is a great pity the hook makers cannot agree to have one uniform list of
sizes of hooks instead ot the present horrible confusion. ¢ Sprint’’ considers
that his arguments in favour of hair have never been answered, ~Surely enough
has been said in favour ofgut! But, perhaps, next spring, on the Eden or Kent we
can thrash this matter out ; at any rate, there will be no fear that one of us will
be rushing about to see if the other is cheating or has taken fish with him to
pretend they are fairly caught |—ED.]

\ HATR ». GUT FOR BOTTOM TFISHING.

SIR,—Some lengthy articles have appeared at différent times in the columns
of the INISHING GAZETTE, and among the number, a series on ¢ The Theory
of Flies.”  These articles and letters were signed by R. Balderston,
¢ The Raven,” &c., and as a sort of a finale to them a challenge
was issued, signed by ¢ Herne the Hunter.”” Now, I read all these articles
with a good deal of interest, and somehow or other I could not help thinking
that R. Balderston, ¢“The Raven,” ¢ Herne the Hunter,”” &c., were one
and the same person. ¢ Verily,” said I to myself, after reading the challenge
of ¢ Herne the Hunter,”” and using the words ‘of one of old: ¢The hands are
the hands of Esau, but the voice is the voice of Jacob.” .It appears now from

.recent correspondence that I was right in my conjecture as to the authorship of

the articles in question, :

At the outset, I am not going to say that hair is useless for the purposes of
sport. IfIlived in the neighbourhood ofa water that only contained roach and
fish of a similar size, where a half-pounder is a good one, and a pounder met
with only very rarely, and after careful trial I found that hair was the best for
that place, I should certainly use it. But I have had very considerable ex-
perience with both hair and gut; and I found that, generally speaking, hair
turned out a delusion and a snare. 'What may be the merits of hair in fishing a
burn or beck, or a small mountain stream (I mean fly-fishing for trout, where
the fish run about half a dozen or so to the pound), I cannot say; for I have
had no experience in that kind of thing. But I will just look atthe question
from a plain common sense point of view as a bottom-fisher, and look at the
merits and demerits of gut and hair as it would have to be used on the Trent by
an ordinary bottom-fisher, "When I used to make my bottem tackles for roach
out of hair, and use them in paste fishing, I cannot find on reference to my note
book that I was more successful then than I am now with gut, using them under
the same conditions of water, wind, and weather. Indeed, I believe that gut
has the decided advantage, both asregards weight and number of roach taken.
In the first place I used to find that the hair tackle had a tendency to break
close to the shank of the hook, just at the termination of the silk whipping,
sometimes before I had it in use five minutes;

In the next place, hair is porous, and is liable to stretch. A pound roach is
hooked and landed, the hair tackle is stretched to its utmost tension by the
process, and the very next fish you hook, if a tidy sized one—and you play your
fish ever so carefully—results in the breakage of the hair and the loss of the
fish, T have found it so, and I rather pride myself on my ability to play a fish
with a delicate hand. Sometimes it is necessary to fish for roach with a big
pelican quill float that will carry a dozen fair sized split shots, for the water
may be fourteen feet deep and a moderate stream. You are, we will suppose,
fishing from a boat, and your float travels down the stream moderately fast., If
you had a light float, with only three or four shots on the tackle, your bait
would not reach the bottom until it had got to the extreme end of the swim,
even if that same swim was thirty yards long. A heavy float and tackle is
necessary under those circumstances in getting your bait to the bottom as
quickly as possible. 'Where would a hair tackle be under those conditions ?
Why smashed at the very first stroke. You have a lot of line out, your bait is
fourteen fect deep, a smart stroke is necessary to fix the hook in the jaw of a
fish, and well, in short, hair would not stand it at all ; indeed, I have known it
necessary to fish for roach with ordinary chub gut under those circumstances, as
fine drawn gut would not stand the wear and tear of that work for an hour.
Again, you perhaps are fishing for roach with a hair tackle using for bait tail
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THE FISHING GAZETTE,

get lower down. The flies sent us by Mr. Austin are nicely made enough and

on very capital hooks, but we have seen flies quite equal to them, made for us by
Mudford of Tiverton and Miss Arnold. In the spring the ordinary run of flies used
local anglers is rather larger than we ever use; but we could mention some
lverton ang'ers who use smaller flies than those Mr. A. sends, when the
water-is low and bright. Tt would all the same be unfair to say that, as a rule,
one can get such flies as these in Devonshire, unless specially ordered, or that
Devon anglers use such flies. 'We cannot help agreeing with Mr. Austin that a
basket of seventy-one trout, each fish weighing almost exactly one quarter-pound
four times eighteen is seventy-two) is even more wonderful as a single day’s
take from the Exe, than one of eight fish, each over a pound. We do not
dispute either statement, being only too glad to hear such testimonials to a
* pwvourite river.—ID. ] :

THE ANGLER'SECURSE.

Sir,—This association (Liverpool Angling Association) has -recently
acquired the right of fishing in a reservoir near Ruabon, North
Wales, which is well stocked with fine trout averaging 2 Ib. each.
Myself and two members were fishing it with the fly on Monday,
September 25th, but although the fish were rising all over the pool and almost
uncer our feet not a single one coul « we stir., I changed my flies time after
time, but all to no purpose. I caught scveral flies that were about, but none of
these weuld move a fish, although I cast, and the others too, over scores of
qises.””  In one case where a *‘ pounder’ was feeding right under my nose, I
saw him come up and delibera‘ely eye my artificial, and then quietly turn tail

* and disappear, although the very next moment he was at it again rising at some-
. thing on the water, but what not one of us could make out. We only managed
_toland a 11b. 2 0z. fish all day, though there were hundreds of them plunging
all about. This expeiience so exactly corresponds with your remarks under the
heading of the ‘“ Angler’s Curse,” that I thought I would send this account to
you for publication if you thought it worth the space.—Yours, &c.,
Liverpool. R. WooLFALL.

THE ¢ ANGLER’S CURSE” ON HAMPSHIRE RIVERS, &c.

Sir,—Concerning the ‘‘angler’s curse,”’ I had intended to write you precisely
what Isee your correspondent H.S. H.remarks at p.473 of the FISHING GAZETTE.
The “cuss’ that we have been cussed with on the Anton and Te-t this past
month or two has been a minute brown speck, any imitation of which is hopeless.
You speak of having midge flies made on the smallest eyed hooks, but if I

" mistake not 1here are none made below the No. 1 size, none so small " as the o
and oo of other makes. I do not care myself for eyed hooks for the very small
flies, but I think for May flies—sedges, the coachman, large palmers, &c.—
they are invaluable. Tt is such a convenience to be able to vary the thickness of
gut to suit different times and rivers.  'With regard to the gut and hair contro-
versy, it has always occurred to me that different people have very varied ideas
as to what fine gut is. 'We continually read of large fish and even salmon (see
the Field a week or two since) being taken on ¢ the finest trout cast.” Even
Mr. Colquhoun, in the ¢“Moor and the Loch,” uses the expression, but in these
cases I always fancy that the writers mean gut that on Hampshire rivers we
should call very coarse. It is rather amusing, by the bye, to see ‘‘Herne the
Hunter,”” that astounding son of a still more wondeiful father, comparing the
wariness of his six-inch trout with that of Hampshire three and four pounders !
Your Test correspondent, September 23, speaks of the whole of the past season
as having been bad. On the Anton, however, the fishing for the first two
months was remarkably good ; there was often even more fly than we wanted,
and many good bags were made, but for the last three months there has been
an almost total absence of fly, and no evening fishing at all. I have not taken
a single fish this year with a large evening fly, though the river is full of fish.
I send you herewith two or three of the flies which Ihave used lately, and
should be glad to know whether the midge flies you mention in yeur note,
P. 474, are smallerthan these; also whether thefine drawn gut which you speakof
is finer than the gut of these flies. The fly in the middle is what Mr. Cox, of
‘Winchester, who made them, calls the ¢little cuss.”’—B.M.

[The flies B. M, sends are larger than those Mr. Hall sent on his eyed hooks
and we should hardly call them midge flies. The spider, for instance, is the size
usually fished by experts on the Wharfe. 'We are much obliged to B, M. for
the sample of the ““little cuss.”” It is a first rate pattern, The gut we refer to
as the finest drawn gut is certainly finer than that B. M. sends, but then B, M.’s
is not drawn gut ; we never saw finer whole gut, and would give 16s, or more
for 100 lengths of it for minnow-fishing and fly in a big spring water. We will
send B, M. Mr, Hall’s flies to look at. The eyed hooks are made in o and 0o
by Messrs. Hutchinson. 'We are having some made now.—ED.]

HAIR 2. GUT.—IN FAVOUR OF HAIR.

Sir—Sarcasms ’aint argument Mr. H. S. H., nor is it quite fair of you

to quote a portion only of a certain sentence of mine, when the remainder in a

* degree alters the meaning of the part you give. Nor are the members of our
¢ association only ¢‘restrained from a murder of six-inch innocents by a formu-
*  lated rule of a"club.”” Their sense of what is right would doubtless prompt
. them to return such undersized trout though the rule were absent. Argue
fairly and we will not quarrel ; but it is scarcely ¢ good enough” for you to write

as you do at the close of your letter last week. 'What would you say were I to
suggest that members of your club were only prevented from stealing silver tea
spoons because there is a law prohibiting the legality of such a proceeding ? Yet,

in a measure, this is similar to what you have done.  This though has nothing

to do with the matter atissue This is whether gut or hair is best for trout fish-

" ing with fly under certain conditions. I would never be such a fool as to
assert that single hair is as a rule strong enough to kill these wonderful
“sockdollagers™ of the Test we hear so much talk about. Nor, sofarasI am
aware did Mr. Balderston ever make such a statement, The multiplicity of
correspondents, as it were, put words into our mouths. I have a letter from
Mr. Balderston, which says his hair is quite strong enough to kill fish of three-
quarters of a pound weight. Tlair I use is quite strong enough to kill a trout
three pounds weight, under favourable conditions. But I would not use hair
where there was much likelihood of hooking fish of such dimensions. One
correspondent writes I talk of fishing for sea trout with hair, and Condemps such

a practice. 'Who, in the name of goodness ever suggested such a thing? I
said T had killed sea trout up to a certain weight with hair, and so I have. But

I never said I was fishing for them at the time. Trout were what I was after
then. This is about a fair sample of the logic one has used against us. Not a
word has been said against my arguments in favour of hair. ¢¢ Ingleborough ”
writes as though I said gut could not be cast straight. I never said anything of

the kind, for I can throw gut as straight as I can hair, The same writer alludes

to hair curling. "We have all heard of ¢ curled hair,” but all hair is not curled,
neither does all hair curl.  Any that does this must be discarded, such stuff
should never be used. AsT have previously written, where trout do not average
more than from 8 oz. to 12 oz. each, I am prepared to prove that hair will be
more successful in their capture than the finest drawn gut. I am surprised to
find amid all this correspondence that no one has offered a single argument
against those I advanced a fortnight ago ; norhas there been a word forthcom-
ing as to the soft, pulpy condition drawn gut gets into after being used for a few
hours. I would be one of the very first to use fine drawn gut could it be pro-
cured to sail as well as hair, stand fishing and retain its stiffness as well, and be
as free from entanglement when attached to a merry trout. My apologies are
due to the ‘ Southern Trout ** if I libelled him, and I bend knees with all the
abjectness required and in accordance with the penalty imposed for the commit-
ment of so dire an offence. Trout are all brothers though they be from the
Test or the Tweed—would that all anglers were the same—and I would as soon
libel one'of my own spotted fellows from the Kent ag I would those fromany other
stream. And every one should know that I would not do the former.” But
really so much has been written respecting the obese proportions and gigantic
dimensinns of these south country trout, and a like amount about the half starved
lilliputians of our northern streams, that I need be excused for the unintentional
libel. From what I have read and from my own limited experience, I not uns
naturally come to the conclusion that trout in rapid streams are more powerful
than those in sluggish ones, Nor am I yet convinced of the contrary, for it is
but reasonable to suppose that fish living in water so rapid as to make them re-
quire an amount of muscular exertion to procure food, are more likely to possess
greater strength than fish which reside in spots where there is no current to stem,
and where a dolce far niente sort of life enables them to wax fat and toothsome.
I can quite appreciate the difficulty of keeping a big trout out of a bed of weeds,
but ifhe is a big 'un, and he will go, he will go, despite the strongest drawn gut.
The other night I had a g} 1b. grilse on thin gut and a No. 4 hook, Kendal
measurement—but not as this is erroneously given both by Francis Francis
and Foster. This fish was hooked at dusk right amongst weeds and I landed
him safely—but it was as much by good luck as good management. The smallest
hooks of the Kendal make are 00, and the higher the number the larger the
size. Imagine the effect of doing what one writer tells us, to dress a midge
fly on No. 14 hook, Kendal size! Such a hookis.used for ay ordinary
sized salmon fly. T shall be delighted to have from you, Mr. Editor, specimen’s
of the midges you allude to in your note, and if we have any flies for our rivers
in Westmoreland which you would like to possess, I will be most happy to return
the compliment. Only please do notlet your correspondents put a wrong con«
struction upon what one writes. I am perfectly willing to- be responsible for
what I write and say, but not for what is often said one says and writes.

I am, &c., SPRINT.

[It is a great pity the hook makers cannot agree o have one uniform list of
sizes of hooks instead ot the present lorrible confusion. ¢ Sprint’’ considers
that his arguments in favour of hair have never been answered, Surely enough
has been said in favour of gut! But, perhaps, next spring, on the Eden or Kent we
can thrash this matter out ; at any rate, there will be no fear that one of us will
be rushing about to see if the other is cheating or has taken fish with him to
pretend they are fairly caught !—Eb. ] .

\ HAIR 2. GUT FOR BOTTOM FISHING.

S1ir,—Some lengthy articles have appeared at different times in the columns
of the I'ISHING GAZETTE, and among the number, a series on ¢ The Theory
of Flies.”  These articles and letters were signed by R. Balderston,
¢ The Raven,” &c., and as a sort of a finale to them a challenge
was issued, signed by ¢ Herne the Hunter.”” Now, I read all these articles
with a good deal of interest, and somehow or other I could not help thinking
that R. Balderston, ¢ The Raven,” ¢ Herne the Hunter,” &c., were one
and the same person. ¢ Verily,” said I to myself, after reading the challenge
of ¢ Herne the Hunter,’’ and using the words of one of old: ¢ The hands are
the hands of Esau, but the voice is the voice of Jacob.” .It appears now from

-recent correspondence that I was right in my conjecture as to the authorship of

the articles in question. -

At the outset, I am not going to say that hair is useless for the purposes of
sport. IfIlived in the neighbourhood ofa water that only contained roach and
fish of a similar size, where a half- pounder is a good one, and a pounder met
with only very rarely, and after careful trial I found that hair was the best for
that place, I should certainly use it. But I have had very considerable ex-
perience with both hair and gut; and I found that, generally speaking, hair
turned out a delusion and a snare. 'What may be the merits of hair in fishing a
burn or beck, or a small mountain stream (I mean fly-fishing for trout, where
the fish run about half a dozen or so to the pound), I cannot say; for I have
had no experience in that kind of thing. But I will just look at'the question
from a plain common sense point of view as a bottom-fisher, and look at the
merits and demerits of gut and hair as it would have to be used on the Trent by
an ordinary bottom-fisher. 'When I used to make my bottem tackles for roach
out of hair, and use them in paste fishing, I cannot find on reference to my note
book that I was more successful then than I am now with gut, using them under
the same conditions of water, wind, and weather. Indeed, I believe that gub
has the decided advantage, both asregards weight and number of roach taken.
In the first place I used to find that the hair tackle had a tendency to break
close to the shank of the hook, just at the termination of the silk whipping,
sometimes before I had it in use five minutes;

In the next place, hair is porous, and is liable to stretch. A pound roach is
hooked and landed, the hair tackle is stretched to its utmost tension by the
process, and the very next fish you hook, if a tidy sized one—and you play your
fish ever so carefully—results in the breakage of the hair and the loss of the
fish. T have iound it so, and I rather pride myself on my ability to play a fish
with a delicate hand. Sometimes it is necessary to fish for roach with a big
pelican quill float that will carry a dozen fair sized split shots, for the water
may be fourteen feet deep and a moderate stream. You are, we will suppose,
fishing from a boat, and your float travels down the stream moderately fast. If
you had a light float, with only three or four shots on the tackle, your bait
would not reach the bottom until it had got to the extreme end of the swim,
even if that same swim was thirty yards long. A heavy float and tackle is
necessary under those circumstances in getting your bait to the bottom as
quickly as possible. 'Where would a hair tackle be under those conditions ?
Why smashed at the very first stroke. You have a lot of line out, your bait is
fourteen feet deep, a smart stroke is necessary to fix the hook in the jaw of a
fish, and well, in short, hair would not stand it at all ; indeed, I have known it
necessary to fish for roach with ordinary chub gut under those circumstances, as
fine drawn gut would not stand the wear and tear of that work for an hour.
Again, you perhaps are fishing for roach with a hair tackle using for bait tail
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end of maiden lobworms; and one of those big bream or barbel (for which
certain parts of the Trent are so famous) wou'd insist on taking your bait, and
with it, of course, your hook and some of the hair ta_ckle, for the chances are
against you killing and landing your fish under those circumstances ; or, again,
you are fishing with gentles or a wasp-grub for roach, and a vigorous chub that
had strayed into the swim, attracted by the ground bait, would close
his haid leathery jaws on the bait, and the result would be a broken tackle, for
nine out of ten hair tackles would not stand the strain, especially if they had
been a day inuse. Extra fine gut is now made to such perfection that I find
no difficul'y in killing a three-pound chub with it, when I get hold of one. Hair
is a great deal thicker than this fine gut; and this gut does not magnify in the
water assome anglers say it does, especially if it is stained a light blue colour.
Some of the old fashioned school of anglers still persist in using hair for their
bottom tackles for roach fishing, and will not be persuaded to use a gut tackle,
- be it ever so fine. They have a lively recollection of the gut of their younger
days, which was very coarse and very unequal ; and so they refuse to keep pace
with civilization in its onward strides ; indeed, one old angler (who has now gone
over to the majority) told me that in his younger days gut was so coarse and bad
that he preferred to make his barbel and chub tackles out of copper and brass
wire. We know that there are certain of these old school anglers about at
the present day. They refuse to listen to the voice of reason, let her talk to
them ever so kindly ; and I am sadly afraid that some young anglers are follow-
ing in the footsteps of their eldersin this respect. The angler of fifiy years ago
is not like the angler of to day ; then every bit of his tackle from the rod down
to the hook was of an unnecessary weight and strength. Now, the angler tries
how lightly he really can fish ; thenan angler, more observant than his brethren,
would, perhaps, discard the coarse gut and wire in roach fishing, and use the
hair despite its disadvantages ; and as time passed on, and improvements came
out in gut and hooks, he still stuck to his time-honoured hair, even if he saw
anglers using gut doing better than he was with hair. The fine drawn gut of
the present day (I mean the very best) is as near perfection as can be, and only
half the thickness of hair, with thiee times its strength. It is much pleasanter
to use than hair, for no matter what fish in the ordinary bottom fishers’ list you
may happen to hook, you stand a good chance of landing him, if you exercise
only ordinary care. Taking all things into consideration, after careful practice
and observation, I am forced (o the conclusion that gut is superior to hair in
Trent bottom fishing. Idon’t want to set myself up as the vest bottom fisher
out, nor yet as “‘the son of the best bottom figher in the world.”” I only fish
for a little amusement during my spare time, bting very fond of the study offish
life. I would not recommend anything to anglers that I should not think of
using myself; and for ordinary bottom-fishing on the Trent gut is far away
before hair ; my notebook proves the fact. But I am afraid I am encroaching
on too much space. and drawing this letter out to a tiresomelength. Just one
word about the match between Mr. Marston anid Mr. Balderston. I hayve known
Mr. Marston now for some years, and I know him to be incapable of doing the
mean tricks that Mr. Balderston would insinuate. I am sorry Mr. Balderston
wrote that letter to Mr., Marston after his defeat; it would have been more
manly had he acknowledged he had met his superior, or sent an apology after
his mind had calmed down, if supposing he wrote the letter in question during

aperiod of mental blindness.—I am, &c.,

THE TRENT OTTER.

THE MANCHESTER AND DISTRICTS AMALGAMATED
ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION.

Str,—Enclosed please find copy of a resolution passed at the last quarterly
delegate meeting of the Manchester and Districts Amalgamated Anglers’ Asso-
ciation, heldon Saturday, July 22, 1882, and issued about a week ago to the
various clubs. Now, sir, the motion by Mr. Ridgway was made in consequence
of a member of the Salford Club having caught a trout in January last and
weighed it in for a prize, as the rules of that club allow fish to be weighed in all
the year round. Idon’t know what your London societies would say to aruling
of this sort, but it certainly does seem funny fora large association like ours
to say that if one district likes to allow its members to weigh fish in during
close time, it may do so, forgetful of the fact that the law prohibits catching
them. I hear our district secretary is going to retire from office after November
next, for, as he says, he is not going tointerfere with the dealers selling fish
during close time while the clubs, encourage catching them. Hoping you will
express your opinion on this matter, I am &c , :

Trour.
The following is the resolution as moved and seconded and passed : — .
**The notice of motion given by Mr. W. R. Ridgway at the last meeting,
viz., ¢ hat no club belonging to the association shall be allowed to weigh in
salmon, trout, or grayling during the close season,” having been fully discussed,
it was proposed by Mr. Cribb, and seconded by Mr. Smith, that each district
make their own bye-laws as regards the weighing in of fish canght by their
members.”’ :
[In our opinion no club or associatin of clubs ought in any way to counte-

nance the takingand ¢¢ weighing-in’’ of fish of any kind when out of season.—
ED. ]

SALMON FISHING.

S1r,—First let me thank your correspondent, ¢¢ Silver Grey,'’ for his exceed-
ingly courteous and kindly criticism of my late lucubrations anent salmon, and
secondly permit me to ask him whether he has not made a small *“boggle »’ ?
I have not got a copy ot my salmon paper by me, but surely I never put it
upon record that ¢‘ the easier a winch goes the better,”” and there stop. Was
there not some such addenda as, ““so long as there is sufficient tension, or
resistant power, to the sudden rush of a fish as to obviate overlapping.” If
not, why then I plead guilty at once to a *“big boggle,” only adding, as an ex-
tenuating circumstance, that I certainly meant there should be.

I fancy Isaid somewhere in the course of that paper that I did not intend,
so far as my gossip went, to purloin any one’s ideas and then foist them upon
the FISHING GAZETTE readers as my own. I notice that not a few writers
upon piscatorial topics do this kind of thing very freely, thus easily earning a
spurious reputation among the many, while the few good judges shrug their
shoulders, and, like that immortal parrot, say not much perhaps, but think a
good deal. Now, practically my personal experience of salmon counts for little in
comparison with other branches of the art. More's the shame and pity, but then
when people will not write and say, ¢ J. P., old fellow, come and catch a fish,’’
how, in the name of fate, can I help it ? Some day—ah, some day—I mean
to have a salmon river all to myself, and then I'll only ask ¢ Silver Grey *’ to
come and try his hand. I shall get a rise out of exclusive proprietors then, if
I don’t out of the fish, always supposing there are any. But, as it won't come

to pass just yet, I must ask ¢ Silver Grey ’’ not to pack up the portmanteau
immediately.

Thus. therefore, Tleft off at the precise point where I felt myself competent
to give advice of my own origination. But as to striking? Come now,
¢ When you see the boil and feel the pluck,” says Francis Francis, ‘‘what
then? Why, when you do so you are all right, and may raise your rod smartly
and with a fair tug over your shoulder.”” In this I entirely agree, and, although
I have heard good salmon fishers say over their grog o’ nights, ¢ You should
never strike,’” I have nevertheless seen them at work the next morning and
watched them administer a palpable tug at the instant a salmon turned down

_ with the fly, Then haveI said, ¢ Hallo, skipper, how about striking now ?”’

and the answer, in the case of certainly my chief opponent, was, ‘“Oh, that

was not striking, man alive ; that was simply a draw to drive the hook home.”’

So far as I can see, it was a distinction without a difference. The effect was

the same nevertheless, and in a general way, I fancyif anglers would content

themselves with a backward draw, instead of an upward and diabolical jerk,

there would be fewer fish lost.—I am, &c., J. P. WHEELDON.
October 2.

CAPIURE OF A LARGE SALMON WITII ROD AND LINE
ON LOCH LOMOND.
SIR,—The following letter may interest your readers :—
Messrs. F. T, Williams and Co, Oct. 1, 1882,

I think it right that [ should inform you of my success in catching the
largest salmon ever taken out of Loch Lomond with the rod on Thursday last.
He was 3 feet 73 inches in length, and weighed 31 1b. 2 0z. and I was 2 hours
and 7 minutes killing him.

I used your 16 feet grez=n hzart rod, large reel and line, and one of the salmon
casts you sent me in August last. The fly, a sea trout fly, I obtained here.

The boatman's name is John Mac Pherson, and it is rather curious that he
waslglso boatman when the next largest fish in the loch was killed. It was
22 lb.

‘When the salmon was safely in the boat, the rod had a very bad set, bus
next day it was all right, and yesterday I fished with it all day, and it is not a
whit the worse of the severe test it underwent on Thursday.

Only a really good rod and tackle would have stood the heavy strain of such
a fish. In one of his runs he left me only about ten yards of the hundred on
my reel, and it was only the good management of the boatman who rowed
rapidly, after the fish, that saved a break. For the first half-hour he was very
violent, and it taxed all my skill and patience to keep command.—Yours, &c.,
H. MAXWELL.

(We beg to point out that such a practical testimonial as this may go some
way to prove that those makers who charge an enormous price for their goods
are not the only ones (as some anglersimagine) that can make good rods and
tackle.—Yours, &c., F.T. WiLLiams & Co.

10, Great Queen Street.

[Itis quite true that while there isno greater mistake an angler can make
than to buy cheap tackle merely because it is cheap (i.e., appears cheap), it is
equally true that rods equally good in every respect can be had at one place for
just half the money charged at another place.—ED. ]

CATCHING A WATER-RAT.—THE ALEXANDRA FLY, &c.

Sir,—It may possibly interest your readers to hear of two curious captures I
have recently made when angling.

The first was that of a water-rat with the Alexandra. I noticed him swim-
ming down the run I was fishing, which was too heavy for me tosee just where
my fly was, but did not think he was near the fly till I felt him hooked. A fter
a little play Ilanded him, and found him hooked in the outside of the upper
lip, and the body of the fly bearing marks of his teeth. It may have been an
accident only, but I incline to the belief he- had snapped at it’; whether from
curiosity, spite, or appetite I cannot decide. The second was that of a jack of
a pound cr so, which took the bare hook, a ¢ Francis snap, just as it was
nearing the surface.

He was fairly hooked inside the mouth, and had, no doubt, taken it inten-
tionally. The hooks were not bright, and the hour was dusk of a dark day, so
there was no glitter taaccount for it, and he must have taken it simply because
it moved.

With regard to Dr. Brunton’s theory that trout take the Alexandra as a fly,
they certainly do sometimes seize it at the first fall, with wings expanded, when
I think it is taken without reflection as a brilliant fly ; but when worked against
stream I cannot see for what. it can be taken except for a small fish. In fact,
I have noticed roach fiy in the sunshine whose green backs and silvery bellies
have irresistibly reminded me of the appearance of the Alexandra when com-
pressed by the stream.

The way in which trout take it and sometimes follow it for yards, is exac ly
as they do with a spun minnow.—I am, &c,

EWAEE S50

Bur:lem, September 28.

[We have only once caught a water-raton a fly line. He swam across the
cast, got hooked, and the instant he got to land went two or three feet into
some old woodwork at a weir with the line and flies. We bhave no desire to
catch another. Jack will frequently take a big fly such as Alexandra, palmer,
coachman, &c. Dr. Brunton often gets them with the Alexandra, so does Mr.
Jardine.—ED ]

A BIG PIKE.

S1rR,—As an item of fishing news, I beg to inform you that this week my son
took a pike out of a private water in Kent, measuring 3 ft. 8 in. in length. It
has now gone to be preserved, and I shall be pleased to show it to you or any
brother anglers when finished —I am, &c., ‘W. HOLLINGSWORTH,

Sept. 29, 1882.

* [What was the weight P—ED.]

3 THE CATCH OF YARMOUTH HERRINGS.

Sir,—I drove down to the fish wharf this morning, which was indeed a
sight, the pavement being covered with baskets of beautiful fish just landed,
and the clerk at the wharf kindly informed me that the sale to last night was
over 1200 lasts more than in 1881, or 174 millions at 13,200 fish to the last;
the catch up to this time being over 4600 lasts.

They have begun in earnest to alter the aquarium at last, There are many
visitors remaining, the weather being still so lovely. I often think those who
can should stay for this month, the most charming of all.—Iam, &c.,
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Oer, 7

S1r,—They
refuse from dug
came across a
waiting for a ri
qpposite the I¥
gravel, T thi
not improve fig
insert this in y{
I am, &c.,

Brixton.

? S1r,—Will
near here as pfg
and the meeti
mysclf.—I am
Victoria, S.

SIR,—Wha
length 18} ing|
I caught on
little over a p
in proper seas
Fish are ris}
taken, princiy
of the day.—
« [The weigh
river it come
&c.), producs
four pounds.
nearly so thic

The mem
last at Maso
permanently
of the societ
Alfred (cura
which gave t|
was warmly
congratulati
expressed byl
read his papd
clever and 4
humorous ai
practical infd
fine tackle,
one afternoo
same punt,
quantities of
but also barb
cnemies of
of men, and
swims beca
if the artful
possessed b
circumvent
Jardine criti
address, no
which was
barbelling W
eddies, whe
‘with a very
and relating
considered
and narrate
taken as ma
not to trust
judgment ay
bers to mov
detain ther
thoroughly
as experieng
would not ¢
add to thei
had voluntal
Hall Tavers
Alfred had
“The vote o
suitable res
_ lowing his j
visitors me
them Mr.
Piscatorial
other assoc
the abolitio|
seemed to
chairman,
kindly repl
the chairm{
first song.
sant meeti
were Mess:
Callaghan,
Ghurney,
{(hon. sec.)
on Friday 1
Thames.”’
perch of 2
and Yarmo




Fen. 16, 1884.] SOPPLEMEN [ TO THE

FISHING GAZETTE. 1

A WET DAY’S PIKE-FISHING WITH MR. JARDINE.
By R. B. MARSTON.

"T°HE opening months of this year have been fatal ones for pike ;

I andI certainly shall always look upon Saturday, the oth,
and Tuesday, the 12th of February, as red-letter days in my an-
gling reminiscences. On the gth I fished with Mr. Jardine and a
yourg friend, who, under my tuition, has gone ‘angling mad ’—
at least, so his mother tells me. On the r2th, I fished with Mr.
T. R. Sachs—but I shall refer to this second expedition pre-
sently. .

In consequence of a letter from Mr. Jardine, asking if I would
join him in an ¢ experiment,” I found myself with my pupil Jack
on the platform of the Great Meridian Railway on Friday evening.
Mr. Jardine soon joined us, and after a journey of nearly a hundred
miles we were glad to make a substantial tea at the comfortable
Linkwater Arms, in Danesbury. The ¢experiment” was to
consist of fishing some water—a fine stretch of river—entirely
new to both of us. We knew it contained pike, and that certain
monsters had been caught in nets in the same water higher up,
and others had smashed the tackle of local anglers in a very con-
temptuous fashion. 'We had scarcely finished our meal when in
came a gentleman, an artist friend of Mr. Jardine, to invite us to
his house to supper, and a very pleasant evening we spent with
him looking over his pictures, chatting about the historically-in-
teresting district we were in, and 1its angling capabilities. It was
late before we got back to our quartets, and Jack and I wisely
went off to bed, leaving Mr. J. to sit up and ‘‘just have a pipe
and ‘night-cap’” with our host. It must have been a pretty
long “ night-cap,” for when I had been asleep three hours I
heard Mr. J. come up to bed, slamming the doors as though they
had insulted him. :

About nine o’clock next morning, after a six miles’ drive through
what in summer must be most lovely scenery, we arrived at our
starting point for fishing. Mr. Brown, the gentleman who had
given the necessary permission, met us at his house and insisted
on our partaking of some refreshment. Theriver winding through
the valley just below looked very ¢ fishful,” and it was not long
before we commenced our experiment. The water was perfectly
clear, and what I have christened Mr. Jardine’s * Patent
Nostrum,”’—:.e., a single gut ¢ pater”—with his snap hooks, was
the most likely tackle. I rigged Jack out with one, and
he had not been fishing five minutes before I heard him
cry out that he had a fish. I ran with the gaff, and
Jack was soon admiring one of his namesakes, of about
four pounds, kicking about at his feet. In the hurry of pack-
ing 1 had omitted to bring a gaff, and we had to trouble Mr. J.
for his whenever we got a fish. When I got back to Mr. J,,
who was fishing a broad, deep hole, he had just ““felt”’ a fish ; it
was evidently one of his big ones, from the steady, slow, and
heavy manner in which it worked about. Suddenly it dashed off,
the extremely fine line spun out, and snapped, perhaps 15 yards
from the hooks. Our artist friend and myself were apparently
much more grieved over the mishap than Mr. J., who attributed
it to having trodden on the line and partly severed it. Our genial
artist friend has a peculiar method of pike-fishing. When out
sketching and in want of a pike to paint from, he puts a dace on
a spinning flight, and with 30 or 40 yards of line coiled on his
hand and no rod, he generally gets what he wants, and has be-
come 8o expert that he can pitch his bait within a few feet of any
point he aims at up to 30 yards. He then pulls it through the
water hand over hand. A gaff completed his outfit. I rigged up
a big dacs to cast from the reel, and went a field or two higher
up to fish a fine and deep pool at the head of the island from
which my friends were fishing. In attempting to cast the heavy
bait over an alder tree I managed to catch the top bough in such
a way that the bait and flight swung round it too many times to
count, and there was nothing for it but a steady pull. I was using
a fine, undressed, plaited-silk Nottingham line, and was surprised
at the amount of pull the line and salmon gut stood. The bough
bent like a bow, then something gave, and I felt the lead come
thud against my chest with such force that I was very glad it had
. not struck me in the face. The gut had snapped close to the
hooks—probably where ‘it chafed on the bough. Finding the
water here too wooded for spinning, I went back to look for my
friends, and put on snap tackle. I found Mr. J. had just caught
a very handsome fish of 15 lb., and thrown back several small
fish. It had been drizzling for some time, and now a perfect
deluge of rain came down, mixed with hail, and this lasted the
whole of the day. The wind rose and drove the hail like shot
into our faces. We fished on down for half a mile withous getting
anything but small fish, and then we came to a mill, the water
below which turned out to be by far the best for fish. At the
mill we divided company, Mr. J. going down the left bank and
Jack and I the right. Just below the mill-tail I got a 5 lb. fish,

which required the gaff, as there was a fence at the water’s edge
Mr. J. very kindly threw it across, but not quite far enough, and
while Jack was fishing it out I attempted to lift the fish out, whenthe
hold gave way, and I saw him swim a few yards out and rest. I put -
another bait before him, and he had it instantly, and was soon
gaffed. Then Mr. J. got a fish, and the gaffhad to go over again.
Then I got one which fought like a fifteen-pounder, and the
gaff was called for and ¢ dodged ” as it whizzed past us on to the
grass. I weighed the fish, afterwards at the mill, and was dis-
appointed to find it only went 11 Ib.—a more plucky pike I never
had hold of. Jack then had a good bit of fun with a fish which
had his home under the bank, and which took the bait three
times, releasing it just as it was time to use the gaff. But it
would occupy too much space to recount all our adventures. In
spite of the drenching rain, we enjoyed our sport immensely.
Mr. J. got another good fish, of 12 1b. He found the left bank
a network of water ““ grips” which he had to jump or go round,
and armed with a perfect chevaun-de-frise in the shape of osiers
cut off just above the ground. We fished on down for a mile,
and then made tracks for the farmhouse. In addition to for-
getting the gaff, I had forgotten my mackintosh leggings, and the
hiatus between a short waterproof ¢ gossamer ” cape and knee
boots proved a most unpleasant one. The rain found its way
down my legs into the boots, and I looked forward to six hours
or more of sitting in enough water to drown a litter of kittens in,
Jack was in no better plight. Judge, then, of our delight on
reaching our friend’s house, to find he had got complete changes
of dry clothes warming at the fire for us ! and hot grog steaming
on the hob. ““The unexpected always happens’’ as Lord Beacons-
field used to say, and certainly this welcome change from dripping
garments to dry ones was most unexpected ; but this was only
part of the unexpected. ~Mr. Brown insisted on our remaining
to take tea with him—a regular farmer’s tea it was too ;—many
a “dinner” have I eaten that would have looked small beside
it. T think if Mr. Brown had had his way, we should be sitting
in his cosy dining-room now ;for, tea disposed of, weall settled
down to cigars and whisky—when I say all, I must except Jack
and our host’s very charming daughter. Jack, like a wise boy,
does not yet smoke or drink whisky, and I need hardly say Miss
Brown did not assist us farther than by liberally dispensing those
luxuries to tired-out anglers. But the example of Her Majesty
is one we Britons always feel proud in following ; and I see from
the Queen’s New Book that, when present at a Highland
christening, Her Majesty says, *‘I thought it most appropriate,
touching, and impressive. I gave my present (a silver mug) to the
father, kissed the little baby, and then we-all drank to its health
and that of its mother in whisky, which was handed round with
cakes.” Shure now, if yer Majesty would only go to Ould Oireland
occashionally, and take a drap o’ the crater at an Irish christening,
it would do more to bring back Irish loyalty than all the
bayonets and buckshots together !

Seeing a piano in the room, I ventured to ask Miss Brown if she
would not favour us with a little music,—fully expecting—no not
fully expecting, for Miss B. caught a 3 lb. grayling last summer,
—that the piano would require tuning. ¢ If it will give any plea-
sure, I will do so,” very unaffectedly said, naturally elicited our -
thanks, and, while our smoke went up, and our whisky went
d——n, we listened to some of Beethoven’s choicest pieces
most admirably rendered. Then our artist friend, who had ‘run
for shelter” long before we did, asked for a song, and a duet
from Miss Brown and Mr. Jardine terminated cur most pleasant
vigit to Mr. Brown. May we all tumble upon such a hospitable
reception after a long wet day’s fishing !

We were loth to leave; but time and the last train wait for
no man, so with many hearty thanks to our host and his accom-
plished daughter, we packed up our traps and returned to.
Danesbury. Our catch was not a very great one ; but considering
the day, and that we fished a new water, and had to find out the
feeding places, we were perfectly satisfied with about 70 Ib. of
fish, the four best going 91b., 111b., 12 Ib., and 151b. ¢ Honours
equally divided,” Mr. Jardine was kind enough to put it, though
he got the two best fish. Jack will long remember our ¢ wet
day with Mr. Jardine,” and so shall I.

A FINE DAY’S PIKE-FISHING WITH MR. SACHS.

HE heavy rains of Saturday and Sunday made me feel sure,
when I got a letter from Mr. T. R. Sachs, asking me to join

him in a trip to a ‘“ big *’ pike water, that it would be useless, and
I telegraphed to ask him to put it off. But this only had the
effect of bringing Mr. S. round in post haste to say the water he
had in view ‘“ never got thick ”’—well, * hardly ever’’—even after
weeks of rain. He had got the * permit ” especially to take me,
and go I must. This was on Monday, at two o’clock, in London.
I had left my rods and tackle at home ; but his assurance that the
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the appearance of the water, for it could not possibly be in a better condition
than at present time, Ang’ers are now bestirring themselves and several have
been out and have been rewarded with good baskets. Roach, perch, and pike
have been well on the feed.  Capt. James, of Geldeston, in four days fishing
for pike between Dumburgh and the Lochs, succeeded in landing 22 fish,
weighing from 3 to 4 1bs.  Mark Mils has also had several fish, one turning
scale at 6% Ibs,  Mc. Alfred Daiby, of yacht Fyona, on Friday last some good
pike.  DMr. A. Algar, one of 4 ibs., ard 27 roach weighing one stone.  This
was a sp'endid catch, some of them scaling 1 1b. and upwards. Mr, W. Oldham,
cn Friday, had a good basket of roach, several nice fish amongst them. Itis
worthy of note tha~ from Chiis'mas to present time, the number of pike caught
which have come to my krowledge rearly appioach 100, letting alone those
that I have not heard anything of. Wind in south-west; prospects for next
week are A1.—A WAVENEY ANGLER.

Wharfe (Yorkshire),

The old adage, ¢‘February fill dyke,”” most certainly did not apply to that
month in the present year ; but March, apparently, is going to make up for the
deficiency, a3 we have had two or three days of very stormy weather this week,
and at the time of writing (Wednesday night) the nver is very high. Nothing
has been done in the way of trout fishing so far, but I hope before long to be
able to chronicle some good takes both on the Otley Club water and elsewhere.
Possibly towards the end of this weelk anglers may meetwith better success,as
the weather appears more settled, and the atmosphere is considerably warmer.
—Fpaxcis M. WALBRAN.

Wye and Derwent. :

On Monday last there was a very great quantity of snow fell all over Derby-
shire, then again on Tuesday we had a thorough wet day, which caused both the
Wye and Derwent to have flushes on them of about 3 feet high, which quite
put a stop to angling till to.day (Thursday), when there has been a fair quantity
of fishermen out on the Derwent trying their skill, with worms for bait ; but
I am sorry to say yery poor sport has been had, owing to the ¢ snow broth”
being in the warer. Fish scarcely ever feed well on the Derbyshire rivers
whi e there is ““ snow-broth '’ in the water ; either at top or botton, the
Derwent ought to be all right for the worm by Monday. There will be no fly«
fishing on either river for the next week. Weather very mild —GrorGE
James EAToN,

Yare (Norwich).

The past week, as far as I can ascertain, has not been a good ore for the jack
fisherman ; this stream Las been extremely low and very clear, which some » hat
accounts for the failure of those who have tried their luck. I was out with a
party of friends last Saturday at one of our most likely spots, vet all we suc-
ceeded in accomplishing was landing 3 small juck, 2 of which were promptly
returned to their natuval elen:ent with the hope that they may afford sport when
they are further nourished. The water was so clear that we could see the jack
lying about, and on several occasions cast our tempting lure in the midst of two
or three who eyed it for a moment, and then sailed disdainfully away to a
quiet retreat among the weeds (having, as I fully believe, been watching us and
our efforts.) In private water s.me good sport has been »gain experienced, one
party, on Tuesday last, landing, orrather getting into the boat, 13 handsome fish,
several weighing 10 1b. to 12 1b. The deep waters are the most likely spots,
while the water is so clear, although the fish are very forward, and are drawing
up the dykes and shallows. A few days more and we hereabouts shall finish
for this season.—ROBERT MoLr.

Yore (Hawes)-

Several fair baskets were made yesterday (Tuesday). I hear of a fish of 1} 1b.
being Janded. I got six, about 1} Ib., and a neighbour ten, weighing about
1}1b. the lot, Weare covered with snow, consequently any freshet wi'l be both
yure and simple. The lirtle white worm, well scoured, is the best bait at
present. My GAzrTTE miscarried Jast week, but the wrapper landed all right,
so I do not know if anything more has been said on the salmon in trout
streams question,— Jos. CORRY.

NOTICES OF FLIES, &o.

Fries ror THE TEME.
Mr. T. B. Hobpces, of 13, Raven Street, Ludlow, writes :—

“ Sir,—I send you a sample of my flies, hoping you will like
them. I was by the river Teme to-day (Tuesday, IFebruary 26),
and was rather surprised to see the March brown on quite strong.
~ While I was by the water I saw three trout, about {lb. each,

_killed with the ¢claret body.” The fish came on about one o’clock.
Iinclose a few natural March browns.”’

This is certainly a very extraordinary spring; the newspapers
are full of accounts of how this, that, and the other has put in
an appearance long before it was due; and here we have the
March brown, which is often more an April than a March fly, out
weeks before its time. So much the better, for the trout will
get into condition all the sooner. Some of these natural
samples have the eggs attached still, and all are rather darker
than Ronald’s coloured imitation, in his delightful ¢ Fly-fisher’s
Entomology.”” The samples of artificial flies which Mr. Hodges
sends are nicely-tied old frierds, such as blue and yellow duns,
red tag, coch-y-bondhu, coachman, &c. We should feel every
confidence in getting a dish of fish with a cast made up from
them, only we should ask Mr. II. to put them on gossamer drawn
gut, and on black and not steel-blue hooks. Of course, early in
in the season, with high water, fine gut is not so necessary as later
on; but even then it will kill two to one as against coarse gut, and
the best fish, too.

SpECIAL NOTIGE.

We shall be extremely obliged to any of our readers who will
send us by post, in strong cardboard boxes, specimens of any
flies they may meet with at the river side. With the exception of
an occasional stray blue-bottle, which settles itself in the sun
outside our office window, we do not get many chances of seeing
the natural insects in the neighbourhood of Fleet Street.

Gur Casts AND GuT TRACES.

Mr. Bullmer, of 62, Wandsworth Road, London, is the maker
of the Gossamer gut casting lines we have now used for many
seasons in troutefishing with the utmost satisfaction. It is the
greatest pleasure to us, after recommending a thing, to find anglers
writing to endorse our opinion of it. Many have done so in the
case of these beautifully-fine lines, including Mr. H. S. Hall, one
of the best trout anglers and amateur fly-dressers living. A few
years ago it would have been quite impossible for the sum of 8d.
to obtain three yards of most carefully-tied, delicate, spider-web-
like gut, stained any colour desired, and we always consider Mr:
Bullmer has conferred a boon upon fly-fishers by this speciality
of his. - Tt is true we have heard complaints about them, com-
plaints which we consider the best compliments they could have
—viz., that they are ‘“too fine!”” To meet the requirements of
these critics, Mr. B. has brought out recently a ‘“tapered Gos-
samer,” which we can strongly recommend, as a tapered line,
whether winch line or casting line, always stretches out over the
water better—casts better, in fact. He also sells “fine” and
“extra fine” lines. As these latter will easily kill a 2 lb. trout,
and with a little delicate handling a much heavier fish, we rarely
use anything else. If the angler using one of these collars strikes
from the winch as we have so often recommended, there is no fear
of breakage in the strike. This cannot be done with a check-
winch unless the check is extremely light. Mr. Slater (of
Newark’s) combination winch, with silent check, which can be
regulated to any ‘“pull,” answers admirably ; and Mr. Reuben
Heaton, of Rirmingham, showed us the other day the pattern of
a winch he has patented, which we like exceedingly, and shall
describe shortly.

Mr. Bullmer sends us some samples of single and twisted gut
traces, which we like very much indeed—just the things for Mr.
Jardine’s *‘ patent nostrum,” or for salmon-fishing, What we like
about Mr. B.’s things is that they always show a very careful atten-
tion to details. Good gut is often spoiled by clumsy knots and
whipping ; but thisis not the case with Mr. B.’s work. It is more
than probable we shall get some remonstrances from certain
tackle-makers because we have seen fit to speak of Mr. Bullmer’s
goods as we find them. We frequently gets hints after we have
noticed a thing that it is “unfair” to “ puff” so-and-so. Those
who write in this way forget two things—first, that the interests
of our readers are our chief concern ; and secondly, that we are
always perfectly ready to notice anything really good which they
ike to send. Let them compare anything we speak well of in
price and quality with what they supply, and then send theirs to
us, and if we find them as good nothing will prevent our saying
so. We should have thought it unnecessary to make these
remarks, but for the fact that our experience of some fishing.
tackle makers has proved how extremely jealous they are.  We
say ‘“some,” because there are many who are not so shorts
sighted as to see no merit in anything but their own goods. Another
thing we would venture to point out, and we name no names—
that is, that anglers who go into a shop to buy goods confer a
favour by doing so. Some tackle-makers seem to be under the
delusion that to serve a customer is an act of condescension on
their part, and that a ¢ take-it-or-leave-it-and-go-to-the-devil”’
kind of manneris business! The anglers who stand this kind of
thing are very poor creatures, in our opinion., Unfortunately,
there are too many of them. We have seen anglers come intoa
shop and ask for something or other. * What's for you ? ” in a snap-
your-nose-off tone. The request is repeated ; something at hap-
hazard is banged down in front of the offender, who, after vainly
trying to get what he wants, suggests thers must be a mistake;
then after some perfectly gratuitous—but none the less snappish
—advice from a party, who probably never caught a fish in his’
life, the discomfited angler departs with something he never
intended to buy, and may never use. But he also departs with
something else, and that is disgust; and if he does not select a
more courteous tackle-makernext time—well he deservesincivility.
On the other hand, it is quite a pleasure to go into some shops.
Anglers hate servility quite as much as they appreciate civility ;
and, fortunately, very many of our English, Scotch, and Irish
fishing-tackle firms understand this so well as to make not only
customers but friends. We naturally come into centact with a
great number of anglers, and often think if ‘so-and-so’’ could
hear how he is spoken of, how encouraged he would be ; or if
so-and-so could hear what is said of him, how much good it
might do him!
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FLOATING FLIES ON EYED-HOOKS.

SIr,— Some time ago (in August, 1882), in response to a request in the
Field, T described the method I employ in tying small flies on eyed-hooks.
A few months later, I was requested to reprint these hints in the FisHiNG
GAzrrTE, and they appeared on November 25th. Inprevious numbers of the
Field reference had been made to the great value of eyed~hooks for fine and
delicate fishing in windy weather, but it was remarked by the writer (Mr.
Francis) that they did not make quite so neat a fly, and that there wasa
tendency for the eye to get choked up with feather, silk, or varnish. The
method T use obviates all this, as my description of November 25th, 1882,
clearly shows. The wings sit well up, 1he body tapers naturally, the hackle is
wound on last, as it should be undoubtedly for a floating fly, the tying off is
done behind the wing, and the eye is left clean and _clear.

I have had no reason to alter my opinion since I wrote the letters I am
referring to, and I am ready to endorse every word I then wrote, while my
own conviction has been strengthened again and again by the unqualified ap-
prova! of alarge number of the most celebrated anglers and amateur fly-tiers.

I do not wish for a moment to disparage the wonderfully neat and pretty
flies sold by some of the best makers, but it must be a matter of common
experience that by many tiers a tiny dun, which is neat and efflective when
tied to gut in the o'd way, becomes a somewhat clumsy, ugly thing, with a
large, unwieldy head, when tied on an eyed-hook of the same size.

- Until it is recognised that some such method as that advocated by me must
be »dopted for small duns on eyed-hooks, we shall continue to have the eyes
closed up with feather and shellac varnish, and our cocky little olives and iron
blues will be tied with wings sloping back over the body in a manner at once
unnatural and unsuitable for a floating fly.

During the correspondence on flies, amateur and professional, which was
ocarried on in the F1SHING GAZETTE two or three months ago, I had several
letters addressed to me by strangers in different places, asking for a loan of a
few flies. One of these was a man of twenty years' experience as a practical
fly-fisher and fly-maker, and he was so much pleased with my patterns and
suggestions that he resolved to abandon his own long-established habits and
system and take to mine, which he recognised as ruperior to all his former
notions. He immediately began to .practise, avowing his intention of tying
flies solely on eyed hooks, and carrying out my instructions to the letter unless
otherwise requested. He has had a good many patterns from me during the
last two months, and has copied them, and sent his attempts for my criticism
and suggestions, and the result is that he now turns out a floating fly which
it would be very difficult to beat. I have sent samp'es of his handiwork to a
few of my own intimate friends, and he has had some very large orders already.
Altogether he has tied about 150 dozen choice flies in the last three or four
weeks, and now that the season is getting on, as I never make any secrets in
angling matters, T think there may be some anglers who will be glad to hear
of him, and give his flies a trial. If so, let them write without delay to Mr.
George Holland, 4, Cook Street, Failsworth, near Manchester, and inclose
stamps for a sample half-dozen. His terms are -2s. a dozen for hackle flies,
2s. 6d. for winged flies, and §s. a dozen for flies with semi detached bodies,
most delicately made of indiarubber or horsehair. ‘With regard to this last
class of flies, I may say that I have tied and used them most successfully for
several years, having been put up to them in the first instance by Mr. A'dam
when his beautiful book came out six or seven years ago.

There is absolutely no advantage whatever in the derached body, exceptin so
far as it is semi-transparent and life-like, and it is only for a few delicate
ephemerals that I ever adopt this style of tying, and these are invaluable, and
have brought true sport again and again when all else failed. But they rmust ve
* true to nature or they are worthless, and I mention this because since I drew
attention to these flies in the F1smING GAZETTE some time ago, several tiers
bave been trying their hands upon them, and in some cases they are advertising
and selling (or rather attemPting to sell, for the sale is not likely to be large)
as ¢ detached bodied duns”’ flies of the rudest manufacture, which bear very
slight resemblance to the natural insects they are intended to imitate. .

I don’t think this fault will be found with Mr. Holland's flies ; some of the
latest seem to be most skilfully made, and, in my opinion, they far surpass any
of this class that have ever been offered for sale. It must be remembered that
the flies are all made with folded and divided wings, as described in my letter
of Nov. 25th, 1882, though anyone who stipulates for a neat undivided plume
in each wing can possibly get it for the asking. At the same time, I repeat
what I have written again and again, that the fly which kills best is that which
fishes best, and which is not spoilt and knocked out of shape by halfsan=hour’s
soaking. If a fly floats as weil, looks as well, and kills as well after a couple
of days’ use as it does when it is put on new, it has merits which will be recogs
nised by all anglers of any experience. I have frequently proved that flies of
mine have these merits, and I have reason to believe that Mr. Holland’s will
possess them in an equal degree.

In conclusion, I have only to suggest that anglers should not expect to get
their flies by next post ; indeed, they should give plenty of time, as one pair of
hands cannct keep pace with orders coming in fast, especially as Mr. Ho!land
has to give some attention to another trade besides fly-making. Just now he is
as busy as he can be ; but, as he has a good selection of all the best Hampshire
patterns to work from, another season he will have turned the winter months
to account, and will have in stock all the standard spring flies in readiness when
the orders begin to come in.—I am, &c, HGS? HATY

P. S.—1I have had five dozen flies tied to my patterns, and they are first-"

ra‘e. When I wrote the above notice of Mr. Holland’s flies some weeks ago,
I had no idea that any one else was in the field. Mrs. Cox, of Winchester,
has, with her usual enterprise, recognised that by supplying flies tied on the
principles advocated by me she will meet a very general want, and she has just
forwarded me some patterns which, in common fairness, I feel bound to notice
withcut delay. Mrs. Cox’s people are new to this sty'e, but they will not be
long before they pick it up and master it. ~ Henceforth Mr. Holland and Mrs.
Cox wi l be formidable rivals ; but there is room for both, and I wish them both
the success they deseive.

Tuesday, March 18. :

[Our fly-fishing readers will remember how we have frequenily said, when
noticing specimens of Mr. H. S. Hall's own amateur work ir: fly-making, that we
wished he was a professional, and sold such flies. We were, therefore, glad to find
that the correspondence about flies which appeared in this paper brought Mr.
Hall in contact wi'h a professional fly-maker, who was willing to admit that the
ama eur could beat professional in this case, and who has wisely taken lessons
from the amateur. Mr. Hall sent us a few samples of Holland’s work recently,
and we immediately ordered several dozens on eyed-hooks. Mr. H. will certainly
have to give up his ‘ other business,”” #.e., if he makes up his mind not to send
outya single fly which he would not care to send to Mr. Hall ; in fact, he should
remember the time, trouble, and pains Mr. Hall has been to in teaching him,

and that, to a certain extent, every fly he sells may be said to be ¢ Hall"
marked, and he (Mr. Holland) must keep up to this high standard. We must
thank Mr. Hall for the great benefits he has so liberally given to fly-fishers.
In the present number he has given, at our suggestion. an excellent description
of some leading chalk stream flies, and how to dress them.—ED.]

OIS G U2 ANDSTHE R QIUDSR VRS 2%

Sir,—I see, in last week’s issue of your valuable paper, Captain Etheridge
appears to doubt the fact of the old river, or fleet, being netted or poached. I
have fished the stretch of water for years, and have repeatedly seen an old punt
chained to a tree, up a ditch running from the railway line into the Thames.
I have often thought it belonged to someone who did a little fishing on the
quiet at night ; for, although I kept my punt near the spot for nearly three
years, I never saw anyone using the old one, but often saw signs of its having
been used.

I was fishing close to this particular ditch, some montbs since. It was just
getting dusk, when three men came towards me, carrying a large basket ; they
did not appear to see me until close, when they turnei away and walked down
stream. Soon I heard sounds of night lines being thrown in. I kept watch
and saw I was not mistaken ; the men were poachers, and their business just
then was laying night lines.

When I arrived in London I at once wrote to the secretary of the Windsor
and Eton Angling Association, te ling him what I had seen, and he wrote me
in answer to the effect that ¢¢ this society were about to make a special attempt
to catch the poackers who infested the Old Flect. The keeper Gray went in
fear of them, they having threatened him several times."’

This stretch of water should be one of the best in the Thames, for an angler's
greatest curse, a steam launch, is never seen there.—I am, &c., T. Hoouwk.

NOT THE ¢“ONLY EEL POUT.”

Sir,—In your issue of March 8 I notice a letter fiom one of your cor
respondents (Mr. H. G. Merlin), who states the only ‘“Eel Pout” or ¢ Bur-
bot ’? in the late International Fisheries Exhibition was exhibited by Mr. How-
lett, of Newmarket. If Mr. Merlin will refer to No. 862, page 174, in the
Catalogue, he will find there was another specimen of this class of fish
exhibited by me, and that it was a quarter of a pound heavier than that of Mr.
Howlett's, but unfortunately was put in a corner and not seen to advantage.—
Iam, &c., W. Foor.

‘Waterside North, Lincoln, March 13.

FISHING NEAR PARIS.

Sir,—I wrote to you some time since a letter requesting your favour with
regard to fishing within a short dis'ance of Paris, and any information you:
could supply me with through medium of Gazgrre, which I am in the habit of
having sent me.

Three numbers of the paper have appeared since the communication referred
to, and I have not found the slightess no‘ice bearing on it As the letter has
not been returned, 1 conclude it has reached you, and the tieatment appears
somewhat discourteous ; but from what I have heard of you fron some of
your personal acquaintances, I do not believe you would willingly be
discourteous. My letter may have appeared frivolous, but I wish to
obtain information, if possible, from some who have fished near here. The
¢ Anglers’ Diary ”’ gives something—but T wished for more, and thought the
GAzZETTE was the carrect medium for me to apply to —I am, &c., H. A.

Grand Hotel de Tours, Rue Jacob, Quartier Latin, Paris.

March 1o0.

[We can assure Mr. Arnold that we not only received his request, but are
endeavouring to obtain information for him. The delay in the appearance of
the ¢ Anglers’ Diary * for 1884, in which we thought there might be further
information, caused us to keep the query back. However, it appears there is
nothing new about France in this edition to he'p our correspondent. If any
of our readers know anything of the fishing within ten or twenty miles of Paris
we trust they will kindly inform us. P.S.—We are since informed by a cor-
respondent we had applied to in Paris that the most likely person to give in-
formation is M. Carbonnier, 20, Quai du Louvre. M. C. s a fish breeder, &c.,
and is likely t2 know many anglers.—Ep.]

BLOATERS.

SIR,—Wiil you or any readers of the FisHina GAZeTTE be kind enough to
inform me whether Yarmouth bloaters are white herrings before they are cured ?
If not, what kind of fish are they ?

Some are called ¢ ham-cured,’” and some ¢ half-cured.”” Could you inform
me how they are cared. If not, can you inform me where I may get the infors
mation from ?—I am, &c., BLOATER.

Duffield, near Derby. :

[The bloater is a cured herring. Will see if we can find some recipes.—ED. ]

THE NATIONAL FISH CULTURE ASSOCIATION. :

S1r,—Those who are interested in fish culture will be glad to read the notice
which appeared in your paper on the 16th ult. with respect to the arrangement
between the Council of the Health Exhibition and the National Fish Culture
Association being intended for the proper management of the Fisheries
Aquarium during the forthcoming exhibition, and for the contemplated experi~
ments on the important subject of fish culture ~ As this can be a temporary
arrangement only, terminating at the expiration of the exhibition itself, it would
be beneficial if the aquarjum could eventually remain permanen ly attached to
the Buckland Museum. This might be, as the writer before stated in your paper,
considerably enlarged, and thus, with the c»-operation of the National Fish
Culture Association, made what it should be—an excel.lent school of ins'ruc-
tion for the improvement and development of our extensive and valuable inland
and sea fisheries, and become an institution worthy of a nation whose fishing
industries probably give employment to more peop'e and return a larger income
than any of a similar description in the world. The late Fishery Exbibition
displayed on a larger scale what the Buckland Museum should become, consist-
ently with the lesser area that must necessarily be allotted to it. Allthe latest
inventions and applian:es connected with fishing gear, and the improvement
and protection of fisheries, should be exhibited in such a museum with all t.he
best and most approved methods of fish culture that can conveniently be carried
on there. Observations made and noted might be kept of the best and most
economical methods of feeding and rearing all kinds of fish suitable for and
capable of artificial cultivation. The general opinion being that most of the
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE FISHING GAZETTE, 1

NOTICES OF ELIES, &c.

NOTES ON FLIES FOR CHALK STREAMS.

LasT spring, when I endeavoured to give a description of fishing
in chalk streams, I was told that I had made a grave omission in
not giving full hints and details about the favourite flies. For
my own part, I think such items would have been out of place in
the articles referred to; but, as I have frequently been urged
during the last few months to describe the most useful flies and
the way to dress them, I venture to offer the following notes, not
intending them to be in any way exhaustive, but sufficient, I hope,
to guide one who is strange to Hampshire, and to enable him to
equip himself with such flies as most Southern anglers consider
necessary. With regard to a general modus operands of fly-making
I have little to say here. I still abide by my opinions expressed
in a letter on fly-tying in the GAZETTE of November 25th, 1882 ;
and, although the method there described was intended for flies
of the ephemeral class, I often tie the sedge, cinnamon, and other
flat-winged flies in this manner. Iknow thatsome anglers will dis-
sent from this, saying that the Phryganidee have their wings sloping
on the back, and that we cannot improve on nature. But the fact
is, the best flies are those which float best, and my experience
leads me to think that a sedge tied with wings set up is more
buoyant and fishes better than one dressed more closely in imita-
tion of the natural insect. I cannot believe that a trout takes
notice of the slope of a fly’s wings; and the sedge, bushy with
hackle and upright wings, floating dry over a rising fish, is far
more likely to be successful than the most natural-looking speci-
men, which declines to float except in a sodden and half-sub-
merged state. Moreover, the Phryganidee on the water are not
quiescent like the duns—they flutter and caper about a good
deal; and this is another reason why, in my opinion, the flat-
winged artificial is not always a better killer because it is true to
nature, the outstanding hackle and wings being perhaps the best
representation we can give of that fluttering motion.

The best of all flies for a chalk stream is the olive dum.
Perhaps I should say ‘“ the olives,” as a class subject to consider-~
able variation in size and colour, which may be used, to some
extent, every day of the season. When I first knew Hampshire,
the olive dun was a silk-bodied fly, with or without gold rib or
gold tag, but recently quill bodies have come into favour and
supplanted the silk. There are so many good patterns, that I
think it will be well to give a few in full, with numbers; and, for
convenience of reference, I give details in a tabulated form. I
refer to eyed-hooks in all cases.

I.—OriveE Dun.

Hook, o and oo.

(1) Body: olive silk. I know nothing better than Mr. Aldam’s
‘““gosling green, but it wants most delicate handling,
and great care should be taken not to have too much
wax on the tying silk, or it will darken the floss and
spoil the fly. A ribbing of fine gold wire is an im-
provement.

Wings : dark starling.
Legs and whisks: hackle stained olive—not too
yellow, but a dull-brown olive.

(2) Body: quill dyed olive, with or without gold tag. Wings
and hackle as before. This pattern admits of several
shades, and is, perhaps, the best all-round pattern that
can possibly be used in Hampshire, from one end of the
season to the other. It is always worth a trial. Itis
sold in thousands, and slays its thousands every year.

(3) The same pattern as the last, with light brown fibres of
hare’s fur tied in for legs. Very good in April, and an
excellent floater.

(4) Body: leveret’s fur dyed olive, ribbed with gold wire.
Hackle and wings as before. This is known as the
“rough spring olive.” A useful variety.

(5) Tue INDIARUBBER Bobiep OrLive Dun.—I put this last,
because it is afly which hitherto has not been accessible
to all ; indeed, I am not sure that it has been made for
sale at all before this season, and I have only seen it
in use among a few of my friends who got their patterns
either from me, or Mr. Marryat, of Winchester celebrity.
These detached bodied duns were described by me in
the GazeTTE of March 3rd, 1883, and I there stated
that the notion of indiarubber was suggested by a
friend. Mr. Marryat was, I believe, the first touse
rubber in this way, while I was the first to make trial of
the flies, and prove their value. ~We had both used
horsehair bodies with success at different times, while
Mr. Aldam’s delicate horsehair patterns did execution
years before I evertied a fly.  But for the early April

olive, T prefer the rubber detached bodied pattern to
any other. I shall never forget April 17th, 1882, on the
Winnal Club water, when, after trying theusual faveurites
in vain over several rising fish, I put onthe new pattern
and hooked nine fish very quickly on a short length of
water. The fly is made lighter or .darker according to
the colour of the rubber; and wings and hackle must be
chosen to match the body. The hackle should be of a
brownish olive to harmonise with the body, which, when
held up to the light, has a translucent appearance, as like
to the body of a natural dun as it is possible to obtain.
It is only in the early spring that I ever do much with this
fly, and then I useiton a No. o hook. It is extremely
difficult to tie it small and delicate enough for summer
use, but I have killed with it in August on a ooo, the
smallest size made. For late summer and autumn I
generally adopt horsehair bodies, as the hair can be
dyed different shades, and can be used of a pale watery
hue which cannet be got in indiarubber. I am never
without a few of these detached bodied duns, and they
have again and again procured me sport when all else
failed ; but it must be distinctly understood that they are
only killing because of their close resemblance in
colour and transparency to the natural insect. Some,
people seem to think that it is the detached projecting
body which makes the fly attractive, and so they tic
detached bodies of quill and silk, which are, of course,
dull and opaque, and very inferior to hair or rubber.

. In fact, I consider it is labour wasted to tie detached
bodies except of translucent material ; and if silk or quill
be used, it is far better to use it on the hook in the ordi-
nary way. I make one exception in favour of some
Indian yellows Mrs. Cox had made by Mr. Aldam’s in-
structions. No othersilk detached bodies I have ever
geen are worth a rush.

II.—HaRE's Ear.

Hook, o or oo.

(1) Body : hare’s fur ribbed with gold, and fibres picked out for
legs, winged with dark starling. This flyis a great
favourite on the Test. I prefer a smoother-bodied fly,

as—

(2) Body: yellow silk, slightly waxed. Hare’s fur tied in at
shoulder forlegs. Wingsas before.

III.—TuE RED QuUILL, GrEy QuiLn, AND GINGER QUILL,

Hook, o or 00, usually the smaller size.

These flies are always useful, and they only differ in the colour
of the hackle and whisks, though there is room for variety, if it
be desirable, in the choice of quill. The red onehas—

Body : undyed quill.

Legs and whisks: red hackle.

Wings : darkish starling. The grey and ginger are generally
dressed with lighter wings.

IV.—THE “LiTTLE MARRYAT.”

This fly is well known at Winchester, and its name explains its
origin. It is chiefly useful dressed small from May to Septem-
ber ; but I remember fishing on the Itchen one bright day in April
when a pattern on aNo. o accounted for seven brace of troutta
Mr. Marryat’s rod, while I was trying other flies without success.
This is the dressing': _ '

" - Body: very pale bulf_f opossum fur spun on light yellow silk.
Wings : medium starling. .
Legi and whigks : the pgalest feather from a buff Cochin China

cockerel.

V.—THE IRON BLUE.

This fly comes out thick on some parts of the Test ; it is less
common on the Itchen, and in some places it is rarely seen at all.
When it does come out the fish generally refuse everything else. It
varies a good deal in colour, but I believe the best general dressing
to be: : : e

Body : quill, either peacock or condor (if it can be got), dyed
a dark blue with a violet shade. Some prefer mauve silk
with mole’s fur. g

Legs and whisks : dark honey dun, the natural fly having

llow tips to its dusky blue legs. :
yeWings.p:.from the greqst.ofa water hen, or from the tail feather
of the greater titmouse.

VI.—TuE RED-SPINNER. 3

On a warm, sunny April day this fly is usefulin the late afterncon
and early evening.  The best pattern I know is as follows :

Body : quill dyed in Judson’s light brown. : :

Wings : two hackle points chosen from bright, shiny cock’s

feather with golden tips.-
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Legs and whisks : a red hackle (not very bright), with a black
central rib. The natural fly has a thick shoulder and thorax
which is unmistakably black. Hook o and oo. : :

There is another spinner often useful. We call it the white-
wniled spinner. I am not sure whether it is a distinct fly from
that last named or not. Iam inclined to think it is the olive dun
when it first changes its coat. Its prevailing colour is a subdued
darkish olive with a black thorax. The legs of a neutral tint cor-
responding to the shade of the body, while the whisks are white,
and there is a white spot at the extreme tip of the body.

A suitable quill may be found by taking one of the lower fibres
from the long tail feather of a peacock. Wind it on so as to show
two turns of white on the tailend of the hook.

VII.—Tur BADGER QUILL.

This, I believe, represents the white-tailed spinner ; but as itis
the only fly dressed buzz,I give it a separate notice.

- Body : greenish olive quill with a couple of white turns at the_
tail.

Legs and wings ; abadger hackle—that is to say, a hackle with
rusty grey centre and bright, shining yellowish grey points. The
feathers are not easy to get. -It does well also with a quill body
dyed in Judson’slight red.

Hook, o and oo.

VIII.——THE Wickuam’'s FANCY.

This fly is now so well known that it hardly needs description.
I consider it the best of all fancy flies, and it should be kept in
several sizes from oo to 1 or 2.
uncertain the Wickham is useful ; if a stubborn old trout has re-
' fused all your delicate duns and spinners, try a Wickham ; and in
rough, wet weather, when dry fly fishing is hopeless, the attractive
Wickham is sometimes capable of digging up a few trout from the
weedy depths when they can be tempted by nothing else. It should
be made as follows :
Body : gold tinsel ribbed from tail to head with red cock’s
hackle.
Wings : dark starling. Landrail makes a nice variety.
- 180 f} 180G,

(To be continued.)

THE ‘PREMIER” SPINNER.

MRr. JaMES OGDEN, of 28, Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham, sends
us samples of his new ¢ Premier Spinner,” made in several sizes
—the largest for pike and salmon, the others for trout and
perch. The name of the artificial spinning bait is “ Legion,”
and when we say that we - think this new one.will take its place
among the limited few which are really good for anything, we
make a rather bold statement. It is a good heavy bait, and spins
from the tail by a new arrangement. Mr. Ogden says :—“ I am
daily receiving most favourable reports of its success; I certainly
never saw its equal to spin. I have tried it several times, and
have now every confidence in saying that I never used a spinner
with better results. 1 find it impossible for the fish to strike it
without getting hooked.” It is a bait we can confidently recom-
mend, and would only suggest to Mr. Ogden that, in addition
to the silver and gold-coloured bodies, he should have one with
an olive-brown back and milk-white belly—like a minnow or fry,
in fact.

A NEw ‘“ STRIKE FroM THE WINCH >’ REEL.

Mr. Reuben Heaton, wholesale maker of reels of all kinds at
101 to 165, Hospital Street, Birmingham, is an old reader of the
FisHinG GAzETTE, and seeing that we had often lamented the
want of a silent check winch which could be regulated to any
degree of pull, he set about to make one, and called on us the
other day with a sample of it. It is just the very thing we asked
for for fly fishing for trout, as you can.easily so * set” the
action as to get as much or as little silent check as you want.
We have made silent checks of our own at various times, and
seen others ; but this one (patented) is by far the best, because

most simple of all—no springs to get out of order, and no double '

case needed—nothing to be seen, in fact, but a Alittle_ metal nut
~and two screws. The action is direct, scientific, simple, and
will last as long as the winch, and longer. : ‘

A clergyman writes to us to-day, saying, ““Kindly 1nf¢zrm me
how you ‘strike from the winch,” using Gossamer gut ?.’ We
have once or twice described this, butit 1s so simple we will do it
again. .

“Use a winch which has-a very gentle check on it. This check
must only be sufficient to prevent the line unwinding when you,
in casting 15 yards or so of line, propel it forward or recover
from the water; but if the line catches in anything, or you strike
a fish, the winch must allow the line to run off a little. Of course

Whenever the fly is scanty or |

you do not hold the line in any way, and it should be passed out
of the winch, 70f between the rod and the first winch bar, but
between the first winch bar and the second or lowest one. This
may seem a little matter, but it simply reduces the friction on the
line 50 per cent. A few years ago if anyone had told us that
not to hold the line, but strike from the winch, was the best plan

of the two . every way, we should have thought he knew nothing
about it.

Guist AND Co.’s NEw Hookx HOLDER.

Messrs. Guise and Co., of Redditch, have brought out an im-
proved paper hook-holder, which needs only to be seen to be at
once appreciated both by the trade and by anglers. It isso
simple that the only wonder is it has never been adopted before.
The nuisance of hooks catching in each other, in the gut coils,
&c., is entirely obviated by this little paper triangular-shaped bag,
with envelope flap and slit. The ordinary plan is to fold a bit of
paper round the hooks ; but this very soon comes off, as every
angler knows who has rushed in to a shop to get a half dozen roach
or perch hooks when on his way to catcha train. The No. 12 have
got mixed up with other sizes, and the time required to disen-
tangle them has caused the loss of many an hour’s fishing. But
with Mr. Guise’s *‘ Registered ”” holder a hundred lots of hooks
might be shaken up in a bag for a week without possibility of en-
tanglement. We could hardly have imagined that a square inch
of paper could be made so useful.

BrowN's PHANTOM MINNOW.

In his charming work, “ By Lake and River,” Mr. Francis
Francis says:—“1I looked up my old acquaintance, Mr. Brown,
the inventor of the phantom minnow, which is the best artificial
bait ever yet invented.”” This is high praise from such an
authority. We must confess our own experience has not been so
satisfactory quite, probably because, preferring a bait with the
weight in it and not requiring lead on the trace, we have not used
it so often as the Devon, the Derby, and one or two others. For
loch fishing the phantom certainly is the best artificial spinning
bait for salmon and trout, and we know many anglers who con-
sider it far and away the best for any water. Mr. Brown’s patterns
are beautifully made and mounted; they can be had at most of
our best tackle houses.

SALMON FLIES FOR THE DEE.

Mr. Wm. Brown, of 36, George Street, Aberdeen, sends us
some samples of his celebrated salmon flies. He says:—“ Of
course, I shall be only too glad if you will take any notice of my
flies, of which I inclose a few of the sizes in actual use on
our river. They are dressed upon long shank hooks, now very
common here, but first introduced by old William Brown, my .
predecessor here. I need scarcely bother you with a dressing
description. Your correspondent here has ‘given most of them
in the GAZETTE, and is, I believe, to give more. If you should
go to the Tay, notwithstanding the prejudice of the local anglers,
you might give the salmon there an offer of them.” We live in
hopes of fulfilling Mr. B.s suggestion beforc long. The flies
sent are the tartan, Gordon, grey heron, killer, Ackroyd, Gardencr,
white eagle, and yellow eagle. They are all extremely well made,
‘ business-like” flies. ~The ‘“eagles” especially are great
favourites, “You are surely not going to put that lovely fly in
the water, it is too nice—how beautiful it will look in my bonnet,”
is the exclamation of the editorial better half on seeing the white
eagle; and truly it is a gorgeous fly, and looks exactly like a little
salmon-parr as you draw it with a gentle intermittent movement
through the water. No salmon would dream such a fairy-like
thing contained such a sting!  Our Aberdeen correspondent, in
his most valuable and interesting notes, has referred fully to
these and other Dee flies, and we hope will continue  his
descriptions. .

McNEE’s P1kE ScALe Fries,

Mr. J. McNee, of Bohally, Pitlochry, N.B., sends us a few of
his flies on eyed hooks. We have so often referred to them as

-being most deadly killers, that we need not say more than that

they are an improvement on any we have yet had from Mr.
McNee, and he says he finds he can fasten the wings much more
firmly on the eyed-hooks. Our favourite pattern, a little hare’s
ear dun, he has christened the “ Marston,” probably because we
always order it when sending for any of his flies. We have
found it kill well in all kinds of water, and at all times of the
season. It closely resembles many of the duns which are always
found on the water at some time of the year.

Mr. J. Palmer, of Littleworth, Redditch, writes: I inclose
three of my flies, such as I advertise in your paper, and hope you
may consider them worth a notice. I have already many customers
for them.” We certainly never before saw flies so well made as
these, at the price—viz., 8d. per dozen. The gut is fine and the
hooks of good quality. They appear to be Ronald’s patterns.
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dinner on Tuesday last. There were also present Captam Burstall,
of the Conservancy, Mr: Senior, of the er’d Mr J

and other fnends
* * * *. R

Dmners —The Portsmouth Waltonian Angling Society’s annual :

dinner will take place on Thursday, April 3rd. * The president of
the West Central Association has been invited, and has promtsed
to attend.

The Waltonian Angling Society’s dinner comes off on Wed-
nesday, April 2nd, when many prominent anglers have promlsed
to be present.

The Oxford Preservation Society’s dinner came off on Thursday
under the presidency of A. Wheeler, Esq.,” Deputy-Mayor. I

have only sufficient space this week to say that the dinncr was a |
success, and that the representatives from kindred societies made |

some capital speeches which appeared to be highly appreciated.

Messrs. Geen and Spreckley were present as representatives of
the Thames Angling Preservation Society, and Mr. Butler from |

the Reading.

The Gresham dinner came off on Tuesday.” I am not ax fait

of what transpired, buta dear old Irish friend of mine said, ¢ And

wodgt

sure, my boy, our dinner was only a supper.” o
* * * * & e

A smoking concert, in aid of the Thames Angling Preservation

Society, has been determined on by a late member of that body,
Mr. Blamey, who is sure to work it in such a manner as to bring
“in a substantial sum. The concert will be held at one of our
‘largest halls, so as to afford an opportunity for the anglers of
London to show that they can not only appreciate the work being
done by the society, but also their desire to support such- a
zealous worker as Mr. Blamey.  That the concert will be a first-

class one cannot be doubted, and when it becomes known that °
Mrs. Blamey will not only lend the charm of her presence in aid -

of her husband’s scheme, but that she will also sing, I feel sure

we shall all be desirous of taking a note of the date on whlch :

this pleasmg event is to come off. s
% % % *

The Rlchmond Piscatorial Society’s smoking concert,’ on

Wednesday last, was, if possible, more fully attended than usual,
andj‘ my dear friend, A. J. Little,” who presided, was certainly in
his very best form. The evening was a most enjoyable one, and I
regret that I have not space for the names of those who dis-
tinguished themselves. A pleasing feature of the occasion was

the appearance after his severe illness of their ex- chalrman, Mr.
0, € C]ench
* * * * *

Our Editor.—I fear Mr. R. B. Marstons ﬁshxng trlp to! the
North will not prove co- pleasant: and ‘successful as “we'could
wish. The winds here are
us to quite enjoy the fireside ; but to fully understand how
cold and marrow-freezing a north-east. wind -can  be,:: you
must have fished = some of the reaches ' of -/ the "Tayin
the month of March. Although not probable, it is" possible

that our Editor will re-appear amongst us laden with spoil ; but I

should have more faith in this sort of home commg had he senta
sample fish to

ICU

NOTICES OF FLlES,‘ " &c .
NOTES ON FLIES FOR. CHALK. STREAMS
(Continued). N b
IX.—FricaTs FANcy. & & -

Tais fly hails from Winchester, and it is very useful towards the
end of April, when the olives are beginning to get lighter in shade,
and all through the summer months a small . Flight:” may’be
resorted to with confidence when delicate duns are'about. * '

Body : pale yellow, or pnmrose, floss silk nbbed thh ﬁne ﬁat
gold tinsel. s

Wings : light starling. !

Legs and whisks : pale buff, or for a change, honey dun

‘With this list of flies an ang]er may consider’ hlmself well

equipped. for the first two months of the season,. and there are-

many days in every month ofthe summer and autumn when: these
same flies tied emaller would be found sufficient to ensure the best
of sport. I don’t much believe in dividing artificial flies accord-
ing to months, and a good comprehensive assortment of spring
patterns will, with slight modifications, always be of general .use
at all times and in all weathers. till, there are some very favour-
ite flies which do not appear before May, and a$ these sometimes
entirely monopolise the attention of every feeding fish, they must
be added to thelist. Iledve out the green and grey drake, as
they are not found on every water, and almost “every angler has
his own special pattern; but, in my opinion, May ﬁles are fre-

Wheeldon, ‘

sufficiently piercing to cause

quently tied too large, and I believe whatever pattern be adopted
the best sport will be obtained by small flies.

X.—THE Brack GNAT.

Until last season I never had much faith in this fly. And
yet Ihad encouragement enough inits use on a strange river a
few years ago. It was a broiling hot August day; at mid-day I
had killed nothing when the black gnat madeits appearance and
set all the trout feediog madly. In twenty minutes I stalked
three fish and bagged them all, 11b. 5 oz., 1 lb. 6 0z., and 21 Ib.
Since then I have occasionally-had sport here and there with the
black gnat, but last year I devised a new pattern which was most
successful. The natural flv has a long, thin, shiny black body,
not a bit like the fluffy little lump usually seen in the imitation.
Then the wings are long and lie folded guite flat (not sloped like
those of a sedge oralder), and projecting overthe tail end of the
body, showing a shiny, metallic, gauzy film, in strong contrast to
the black body, and which cannot te imitated by feather. This
is how I.make my pattern. On a oo hook I first put a longish
body of black ostrich her], which has first been stripped. Then
I cut a’stripof pike scale the proper length and shape to repre-

| sent'the two folded wings and tieit flat on the top of the hook,

taking care to show the projecting bit above mentioned. Then over
and in front of the wing 1 take two or three turns of a small black
starling’s feather and the fly is finished. It does not float very well,
but in fine, still weather it is very effective; and the pike scale,
tied as I have described, will stand a great deal of whipping. I
may here mention that, although I have used pike scales a good
deal, I have not been favourably impressed with them for dry-fly
ﬁshmg, partly because the flies so soon whip to pieces, and also
because they don’t sit up and float like the ordinary dun well tied
with feather wings. The first day I tried this pattern I got seven
fish with it. Then, a week afterwards, I was fishing the Kennet,

at Hungerford, and one morning I hooked eight or nine brace,
again and again rising and hooking a trout with the first cast of
my black gnat. On several other days I did well with it, and in
future I shall always considerit a good standard fly for summer use,

XI —THE SEDGE.

The last two or three seasons this fly has not preserved 1ts
areputatxon as a standard pattern for late fishing ou a summer’s
evening. It has been a mystery to many who used to look upon
it as a never-failing resource. A few years ago it killed splendidly
at Winchester ; and I remember seeing a man come to the Old
Barge Stream, at eight o’clock one evening in August, and kiil
five brace of good trout with his favourite sedge. He rarely used
anything else in the evening ; and I, myself, at that time fished it
‘with more confidence than any other fly. But I have done very
little with it lately, and my stock of sedges has not wanted
replenishing for a long time. When the trout and grayling
return to their old tastes again, this is the way to satisfy them.

(1) THE SILVER SEDGE, which I believe is no sedge at all, but

an imitation of the small grass moth which ﬂutters
about in the meadows by the river side.
... Body: white floss silk, ribbed with silver;
all over with buff or lxght red hackle.
‘Wings: landrail. Hook, oo to 1.
(z) THE RED SEDGE (or, Sedge oroper) —Hook as before.
Body : red fur from hare’s face, or fox’s ear, or from
the reddest part of an opossum skin. Rib it with gold
thread, wind on a red hackle from tail to head, and wing
it with a ruddy wing feather from a landrail’s wing.

"(3) THE Bi¢ SepGeE.—This is the local name, but I prefer to

call it the cinnamon. It is a fat, toothsome morsel,

nearly an inch long, and answers capltally on a moon-

light night, when it'is warm, still, and free from mist.

.1 have killed many heavy fish with it, especially in Sep-

;.- tember, during the hatvest moon. The dressing I prefer

..is the same as that given for the red sedge, on a No. 2

hook, and winged with the reddest part of a cock land-

. 5 .rail's wing, or, better still, with one of. the under covert

.. i.feathers of ;the peahen, which are - very faintly mottled

with a darker shade of brown. Though true to nature,

I think it is a mistake to .dress the body thick, for the
fly is apt to be heavy and lumpy, and so float badly.

XII.—THE ALDER

Is very useful in June, and on some rivers will kill in the May-fly
season better than the drake itself. * It is in great favour with the
Fairford anglers, and the natural fly is very plentiful on the

hackled

\Colne

.. Body: bronze- coloured peacock herl.

" Hackle : black or a dull coloured feather, with black centre
and ruddy tips. .
" Wings: from the tail feather of a hen pheasant.

‘There is anothet very good variety known as the button or red-
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winged alder, which should be dressed as before, only that the

wing should come from the red tail feath T
Hbook, No. 2. eather of a partridge

XIII.—THE BrRowN QUILL.

Very useful in August and September. . . Beatiine ol
_ Body: some light quill dyed in Judson’s light brown. I make
it with fibres of a condor’s feather—not easily obtainable by all—
and it answers very well. Others have ‘ produced very -good
1m1tat’10rxs by taking ordinary peacock quill and bleaching it, but
I don’t quite know how the process of bleaching is managed.

Legs and whisks : ginger. P : i

Wings : medium starling.

Hook, oo.

i

X1V.—Tue IxDI1aN YELLOW,

I have never done anything with this fly, but I have seen it out
strongly on the Ttchen, and the fish feeding ravenously when I
had no good pattern to offer. Mr. Aldam’s pattern is the only
one, but the wing he recommends is very soft, and makes a poor fly
for floating. It is a pity some other blue feather cannot be
found suitable for this fly and the next,

Body : a delicate brown silk ribbed with bright yellow.

Legs and whisks; a rich buff. -

Wings: from the under wing feathers of a young grouse.

Hook, oo.

This fly has a very prominent reddish-brown head. Mr. Aldam
uses a couple of turns of a darkrich orange, which, when wet, is
the exact shade of the natural fly.

XV.—THE BLUE-WINGED OLIVE.

This fly is larger than most of the dunsof the sufnm‘ei“m'onthm
and generally makes its appearancesjust at dusk, when it some-
times comes out in myriads.

At Winchester in September I have seen the river covered with '

it, and rising fish only a few yards apart as faras one could see.
Some of the heaviest fish I have ever killed in Hampshire have

been takenwith this fly, and yet I have never been satisfied with
any of the imitations I have yet devised. The body is of delicate .

greenish olive, legs a pale watery olive, and the wings distinctly
blue, like those of the Indian yellow. I have made. the body of

silk, wool, dyed fur, ribbed with gold, and with quill of different

sorts. [ hope some day to hit off the right shade in dyeing fibres

of the condor’s wing feather, and also to discover what will make |
Possibly the blue feather from a merlin hawk’s |
wing might do, or perhaps the coot’s wing might solve the mystery. '
It must not be a soft feather which sucks up water and gets sodden

the best wing.

directly, for the natural fly sits up and rides cockily on the water,
and no half-drowned imitation can ever do much execution. I am
convinced we have not got the right pattern yet.
tied on a No.o.

XVI1.—THE LiTTLE SKY BLUE. ‘
Either this is the same as Mr. Aldam’s Eden fly, or it is a very

near relation.
ber ;in fact, all free-rising fish takeit wellin the warm autuinn morne
ings from ten to mid-day.

Body : pale straw colour, of silk, quill, or fur. Ihave killed well
with all three, but silk I like least, as it changes colour afteritis
wet much more than other materials.

Legs and whisks : light honey dun.

Wings : a pale delicate blue, bestimitated with a jay’s wing

feather.
Hook, oo-or ooo.

XVIL—Tsue Rep Taa.

A fancyfly, more for grayling than for trout, and useful in late
autumn and winter.

expectedly whenit is being used for grayling in September. I
got some captal trout with it at the close of last season.

Body : peacock herl, short and fat, with a tiny tag of red wool |
At the shoulder a few turns of 'a dark, rich, red hackle. '

- at the tail.
Hook, oo.

XVIII.—TuE INTERMEDIATE.

I use this name to denote a class of delicate flies which I use :

with considerable success in summer fishing. Everyone must
havenoticed how the different duns seem to run by different gra-
dations from one kind into another, so that sometimesa fly picked

off the water cannot definitely be named according to any of the.

standards of classification, and yet it bears a considerable resem-
blance to several flies we are accustomed to call by name. I have
found it very useful to tie various horsehair detached bodies of
pale and delicate tints, and then match these with wings and
hackle; choosing different shades of honey dun, light buff, or
olive for legs, and varying the colour of the wings so as to suit the
rest of the fly. I take immense pains over these patterns,and by

It should be :

Itisasplendid grayling fly in August and S8eptem-

But occasionally it attracts trout quite un- :

constantly studying the changes in the natural insects I am
enabled to produce delicate and life-like artificials which frequently
bring a good fish to my basket after he has steadily refused to be
tempted by other flies. ;. v ..

1. This: Jist.is,:I think, comprehensive enough. Some will think
it-needlessly long, and others will miss some favourite pattern of
their own special fancy. But, in giving my opinion on the sub-
ject of flies, I have described those which myown book contains,
and-a supply.of which I always like to keep up to working order.
If they are dressed of suitable size, and are used with fine gut, they
will sufficeto give sport if sport is to be had; and anyone who
fails. with such a list as this will, I am convinced, find fly fishing
generally an unprofitable pursuit. H. 8. HALL.

\

“'INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION.
MINUTES .OF PROCEEDINGS AT THE FINAL MEETING OF THE GENERAL
COMMITTEE, HELD MARCH 22, 1884.

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, K.G., in the chair.

- Present—The Earl of Ducie, Lord Abinger, C.B., Sir A. Blyth. K.C.M.G.,
Sir:P: Cunliffe Owen, K.C.M G., C.B, C.I.E., E. Birkbeck, Esq., M.P.,
R. K. Causton, Esq., M. P., R. W. Duff, Esq., M.P., E. Lonsdale Beckwith,
Esq., T. Crumplin, Esq., E. Edwards, Esq., H. Ffennell, Esq., Professor H. W.
Flower, F.R.S., E. W, H. Holdsworth, Esq., A. Jardine, Esq., H. Lee, Esq ,
F.L.S., Captain St. Vincent Nepean, R.N., Major Flodd Page, Commander
J. F.. Prowse, R.N.; T. R. Sachs, Esq., Lieut.-Colonel Stuart Wortley, J .
Last Sayer, Esq., A. L. Roliitt. Esq., LL.D., F.L.S., H, Toozes, Esq., J. Tre-
maine, Esq., C, Cecil Trevor, C.B., F. Wiseman, Esq , W. Fell Woods, Esq.
" The Secretary read the winutes of the last meeting of the General Committee
of 8th of August, 1883, which were confirmed.

. Mr. Edward Birkbeck, M.P., next read the report of the Executive Committee.
He then said: Your Royal Highness and gentlemen, I must apologise foi
the length of the report just read, but the Executive Committee were particu.
larly anxious to give as much information as possible respecting their proceed-
ings since the last meeting of the General Committee, and it is only the prelude
to the exhaustive and interesting official report written by Mr. Spencer Walpole,
which will be issued in due course, together with the audited accounts and
various statistics of general interest usually presented in connection with Inter-
national Exhibitions. ‘I wish to point out that our policy has been a most liberal
orce,and we have endeavoured tomake the Exhibitionnot only a financial success,
but also- a lasting benefit to those who are specially interested and engaged
in the. fishing: industries of this country. It has undoubtedly been of
great importance, and given a direct encouragement to the fishing interest, and
has brought the fishery questions of the world before the public
in a manner never before contemplated. We have done our best to place
before and make known to fishermen, rmack owners, and others engaged in
the fisheries, all the best modes of fishing carried on in the world, and we have
given them every means of »cquiring as much knowledge on these subjects as
possib’e, and it only rests now for them to utilise the knowledge they have
acquired for their own benefit, and also for the community at large, by
increasing the supply of fish. The Legislature must now follow up these results
by taking the necessary steps to obtain a reduction in the prohibitive railway
rates, and enable both catcher and consumer to receive the benefits to which
they are entitled. I trust I may be allowed in conclusion to take this oppora
tunity of referring to an international matter that I have personally taken an
active interest in for several years, and which has come to a happy conclusion
this week, viz , that the International Convention relative to the North Sea
fisheries has been duly ratified at Brusse's, and comes into force on the 15th of
May, and I trust it will have the effect of putting an end to the depredations
that have unhappi'y taken place from time totime. The warmest thanks of all
who are engaged in the North Sea fisheries are due to a member of the General
Committee (Mr. Cecil Trevor, of the Board of Trade), for the able and admir-
able manner in which he represented our interests on behalf of Her Majesty’s
Government. - I shall be only too glad to give any further information that may
be desired. (Applause.)

Lord Abinger : With His Royal Highness's permission I rise to move that
the report be received and confirmed. It is so satisfactory inits nature that ic
is no at all necessary for me to enlarge upon it, and I am now satisfied that
both the public and the Cammittee, and your Royal Highness must be per-
fectly satisfied with the conduct and resul s of this Exhibition.

Sir Arthur B yth : I have great pleasure in seconding the motion that the
report just read be adopted and confirmed.

The resolution was put and carried unanimously.

His Royal Highness : You have all listened, I am sure, with great interest
to the report that has been read to you by the chairman of the Executive Com-
mittee. From what we have heard, I think it is patent to a'l that the late
Tisheries Exhibiticn has in every point of view been a success. It has been a
financial success, and it has ,been also a success as regards the enormous
quantity of people who have visited it—not only our own countrymen and those
irom our colonies, but from every part of the globe. It is unnecessary for me
on an occasion of this kind to enumerate the objects of this Exhibition, but I
maictain that its two salient objects, namely, the scientific and practical ones,
have fully justified its existence—its scientific object by exhibits being shown
of every possible kind of modern appliance that could be invented, thus showing
the great improvements that have been made in the fishing industry of the
world ; the practical, because it not only shows to our own countrymen, but to
those of all the world, what a valuable means of subsistence fish is, many of
whom, I believe, had no idea how valuable it was, whilst the existence of a
variety of fish was made known which had not even been heard of by the
great majority. - Well, gentlemen, you have all heard that there is a surplus
amounting to £15,243, and the question naturally is how to employ that sum.
In the address that I read to you at the closing of the Exhibiion
I held :out. some hopz that this might be applied in a useful
and practical - manner, and I would, therefore, now suggest to
to the General Committe that one of the best objects to perpetuate this
successful Exhibition would be to appropriate, say, about £10,000, to alleviate
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THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE PRIVILEGE TICKETS.
Str,—With reference to the threatened withdrawal of the privilege tickets, I
¢ bog leave to suggest that if the railway companies would instruct their ticket
examiners to inspect the cards at the same time as the railway ticket, on
entering a train, the abuse of them would be avoided, and this would probably
be a great saving of time to the booking c'erks and to the public. The most
sincere thanks of al' anglers are d e to the companies who have gran‘ed these
concessi ns; but it is questionable whether they would now be gainers by the
discontinuance of them as many of us would have to curtail our fishing tours.
1 tnow fir my cwn part that I should not go out one half of the number of
times in the spring and winter thas I now do.—I am, &c,

155 1 Wi

THR® PROFESSIONAL ANGLING COMPETITION.

818,—May I asc why your correspondent, ¢ I. C.U.”, shou'd begrudge the
‘professional fishermen a day’s sport amongst themse'ves for one day during the
year ? I see nothing in it to be turned into ridicule. It was Uwho got it up,
and not Mr. A. J. Little, who did not know a word about it til' the day before
the contest came off. What harm istherein it? It is nov like professional
fishermen sitting in their pun‘s all day long trying to get trout or other valuable
fith, for sale or otherwise, which practice I ful'y condemn ; but
in this case they got about 20 1b. of dace between the
whole 6 of them. I am sure that those gentlemen who have written against
professionals fishing by themselves never meant to debar them from a friendly
and innocent contest like the one ““I. C. U.” is pleased to remark upon. With
respect to the feast, who could could better be at the head of the table than that
well-known and respected angler of Twickenham, Mr. A. J. Little, wko, when
he was asked if he would preside and give the prizes away, said ‘‘ Yes’’ at once,
without having to go and consult his friends to see if he might do it or not ? [f
he has done anything inconsis ent in that, he #nd orher gen lemen who preside
at meetings for the welfare of those below them in station are always incon -
sisten*. I am afraid ¢ I. C. U.”” hasnever been asked to take the chair on an
occasion like t is (out of pure respect), so that he cannot speak in a practical
point of view of consistency —I am, &c., W. WaLkEer.

Two Sawyers Ing, Twickcuham,

[We mus+ admit that we do nokthink ¢ T. €\ U."” was quite justified in com-
puring prefessicnals fishing for Thames trout at every chance with a single
day’s angling match such as this was., At the same time there was risk of this
affair becoming a precedent for similar matches, especially as it was in a left.

* handed cort of way officially recognised.—ED. ]

T1HE PATENT LEVER SALMON WINCH.

Str,—¢ In striking a fish off the reel with double hooks, breaking the ho'd,
as it is termed, is almost an impossibility—a common occurrence when the
lineis held. We often hear it argued that double hooks are a mistake—of one
woiking the other out, &c., &c.; but those who know their value never use
single. 8almon ree's are not yet perfect, but nearly so ; the day is not far distant
when we shall see a great improvement in them.”” These remarks from me will
be found in the FisainG Gazerte, 22nd December last. They were addressed
to anglers with iimited experience, but perhaps I should have been a lit le
more explanatory. '['weed anglers—some of our best fishermen, tao—declare by
excep ional y large dcuble hooks ; atany rate, they should always be used from
the smallest +ize up t) one in h and six eighths in length ; the immense advant-
age is indeed ¢n'y known to those who.constantly fish with them. In strizing
sa'mon in a rapid s‘ream, how of.en does the single ¢ut break when the line is
held, and if 1his does not happen, how often are fish lost because in all proba-
b lity the flesh has been torn ¢ Neither of these mishaps occur when the brake
in the wi ch is made sufficiently str ng to admit of the strike being effected
properly without holdinz ihe Jine; then, it will be found that ‘ breaking the
hold is almos- an impossibility.” : :

1t is estonishing the number of salmon that are gaffed by anglers who adopt
this me hod, without 1the hoots having been shifted at al'.  The subject has
been freely discussed during my late visit to the Tay, Dee, Don, and Earn.
Upon one oceasion I was “ confidently informed ” by an angler of some years’
experience that my views were alsogether wrong. However, he accompanied me,
aud after banking three very heavy fish, he entirely altered his opinion; the
double hooks an inch and a haif in length were found upon each occasion to be
firm and s‘raightly inserted, without the flesh having been in the least torn,
although the fish were p'ayed in rapids. There are three exceptions, when the
line must be held :

1. In flipping up stream.

2. In fishing across a slow current.

3. When very large hooks are necessary on treble gut.

The new winch, the subject of this communication, is made by Messrs. Far-
low and Co. The angler can regula‘e the strength of it with ut taking it to
pieces, which is a special advantage. It can be made in a moment to run
easier than any ordinary reel, or even stiffer than is necessary by merely {urning
a small external screw which causes a steel spring to press upon an internal
g]ate, so that the action is checked. This spring does its work upon a centre

earing, and not upon the cpposite end to which the screw is attached.

The external screw is extremely well arranged. It can be turned with a
shilling or any other coin, or it can be made for experienced anglers,. like my
own, to be managed with the fingers. I prefer those that are silent, without
{he usual check, because in winding in the line you do not rouse the fish,
which is a very important consideration, especially at the head of a rapid;
and because when the steel spring islet out to stiffen thereel, it keeps all the
plates firm, whereas in ordinary reels they invariably work a trifle looss; and
also because they will last much longer than any other that is manufactured,
and when required for hitting fish in the ordinary manner, just one turn
with the screw willsuffice.—I am, &c.,

Geo. M. KEeLSoN. -

| The wiuch is indeed a most excellent one—the workmanship perfect. Tne
same result in a different but equally simple way is aitained in the excellent
winch recentlp patonted by Mr. Reuben Heaton of Birmingham ]

RUST-PROOF HOOKS.

Str,— In your issue of the 5th inst., W. Guise and Son, of this town, havea
letter referring to my rust-proof hooks. To further ventilate the subject. allow
me to give yoa the facts and truth of the matter. I have been a practical hook
hardener and finisher over twenty years, and have finished all'sorts of hooks for
the leading manufacturers of the town and district, and hold the highest testi-
monials for workmanship.

When working for Messrs. Harrison and Co., in 1874, I first introduced the

Brown enamelled hooks, of which fact I have abundant proof; but did not offer
them to the public until trading on my own account a few years ago, and in
your paper of August 26th, 1882, you were kind enough to speak very highly
of my invention. ;

. As to the words, ¢ Brown Enamel'ed Hooks,”’ that is the brand I sold
under, and is part and parcel of my trade mark, which is du'y registered under
the Trade Marks Acts, and the label, ¢ Rus:-Proof Hooks,’’ duly registered at
Stationers’ Ha'l,

Having sold my business fo Messrs. Allcock and Co., with all rights of
regis ration, &c., I must leave it in their hands to do as they please concerning
any infringements of their rights, and leave the public to judge whether there
are any pirates or dishonest traders referred to in this and the former letter on
the subject.—I am, &e.,

Redditch. CHaAs. Courrt.

WORK ON NETS—PERFORATED BULLETS.

S1r,—Allow me through your paper to thank ‘¢ H., A. H.”” and ¢ Creel ”
for their kind information with regard to the latter. It is not a question of
expense, but I use my spare time net making, and wish to improve myself -
generally, .

Two more questions and T hope to trouble you no more. Where can I pro-
cure small perforated bullets by the hundred ? and how can T pierce solid ones
for use?— I am &c., . J. ArrrEp KELLEY.

1, Linden Vale, Exeter.

A “GREAT AND PENETRATING SOUND.” :
. S1R,—We beg to inform you that we are going.to hold some experiments,
under the auspices of the Elder Brethren of the Trinity House at Tiinity Wharf,
Blackwall, with our New Pa‘ent Continuous Blast Fog Horn, and we sha'l be
pleased if you may consider the subject of sufficient impottance, at the present
time, to send a reporter to hear the performance.—1 am, &c.,
I ; A. Burns GLEN, sec.
Holmes® Marine Life Protection Association, Limited,
8, Great Winchester Street, London, E.C.

[There are some noises to which we have no objection—for instance, ¢ that

described by Coleridge’s Ancient Mariner as :

¢ A noise like of a hidden brook
In the leafy month of June;”’

but a Putent Centinuous Blast Fog Horn ! Great Scot |- 'What have we done
to deserve this 7—Eb ]

ST. NEOT’S FISHERY.

Sir,—I am sorry to be unable to comply with the suggestion thrown out by
your correspondenr, ¢‘ I. C, U.,” viz., to make certain inquiries in reference to
the late St. Neot’s Fishery prosecution. For the following very good reason :
That on three occasions myself, twice while fishing from the towing path, and
once in a boat, without any gun, and not within the shadow of a notice board,
I have been ordered to desist by a person representing himself as a keeper and
a'so by others ; but, as I had frequently been informed by the inhabitants that
this fishery had always heen an open and pub'ic one, I have declined to desist,
It is true, [ have never been summoned, but have apparently run risks. These
warnings have always seemed to me as savowing of tyranny. Let ushope that
some arrangement may be come to which, while securing private rights (if such
exist), may keep this noble river open for the healthful, yet harmless, recreation
of the London angler. Or, on the other hand, if any angler persistently mis«
behaves himself, he should be shunned by all those who are good and true;
and, if a club man, his name should be struck off the rolls of the London An-
gling Society.—I am, &c., T. HuGeETT.

FLOATING FLIES ON EYED HOOXKS.

Stz,— Fly fishermen ought to be very greatful to Mr. Hall for the valuable
information contained in hisletter in last week’s GrAZETTE, al¢o for many other
mo t interesting letters that have appeared at different times. I am sorry to say
his eyed hooks are not so popular as they ought to be, the general complaint
being that they are so difficult to thread, and that when through the eye it is a
bother to fasten the gat. I admit the former is difficult and vexatious with
the general run of bought flies, for the simple reason the eye is usually plastered
up with varnish, which I think is quite unnecessary. The hackle, which
ought to be put on last of all, if properly fastened off, requires no varnish. I
have not used it for years, and 1 can’t recollect a fly ever coming to pieces,
unless the hackle bas been mauled by a trout’s teeth. As to the fastening on
an eyed hook, it is a much easier and faster operation than linking on a fly tied
on_ gut. The great advantage eyed hooks possess over ordinary ones is
that they object tobe flicked off ; it requires some skill and no little patience
to accomplish the feat. I shou'd very much like to know on what principle fly<
tiers charge more for flies tied on eyed hooks than they do for those with gut ?
To my mind, it ought tobe *t’other way on.” I was always under the im-
pression that by far the most expensive part of a fly was the gut; it now ap-
pears that the gut is of little or no value, and that the difference lies in the cost
of hooks. As the difference is very slight, it more than compensates for the
price of gut. Flies ought to be tied quicker on eyed hooks, as there isno gut
in the first instance to bind -on, and there is no possibility of the wings or
hackle slipping over the head, just as the fly is finished, and before it gets its
dab of varnish. The only reason that I can assign is, that tackle makers do
not care to encourage the eyed hooks, for the reason that if universally used there
would not be half the demand for flies, one tied on an .eyed hook lasting out
quite 1three on gu*, What we now want isa book or case, or both combined,
sui‘ed to carry them ; it must not be the old style of flannel and parchment,
but something in the form of a cask into which you can stick the flies and re-
lease them without the aid of a pair of scissors. Last week I sawin Winchester
the very latest contrivance. I think it belonged to some gentleman near Man-
chester, and was sent to one of the local tiers to be filled up with eyed flies. If
this should meet his eye, I hope it will not be too late to caution him that the
first time he opens it, when there is any wind, he will lose his entire stock of
flies. The case was nothing more or less than a tin paint box folding in half,
with a dozen partitions on each side, into which the flies were supposed to be
dropped ; when opened there was nothing to hold them, congequently the first

uff of wind would empty the'case. I hope some of our knowing ones will be
able to devise something that will meet our requirements. There is no reason
why the book or case should not combine receptacles for flies on_gut as well as
on eyed hooks.—I am, &c., HAMPSHIRE,

March 25.
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f0 meanly as is insinuated by Mr. Crumplen, and further, has to our certain

Inowledge done everything 1hat was pos-ib'e to aid London anglers for many
yeals past.—Ikp ]

THE LONDON AND SOUTH-WESTERN RAILWAY AND THE
BRIV EEGETICIREERS

£1R —Kirdly permit me ‘o make it known to the anglers of London through
your co'umns thaz 1he London and §£outh-W estern Railway Company have
been conpelled. Ly the frcquent abuses of 1he anglers’ cheap “ickets, to wi h-
¢raw Lem vn'il the opening of 1he seascn—viz., the 16th June next. The
company beirg e uctant to deprive the pocrer anglers of this boon altogether,
have kindly ¢ neented to the re-issue of. the tick:ts on the above date on'the
urderstanding that for the future one association—viz., ihe West Central
Association of London and Provincial Ang'ing Socie'ies will be held solely
respersible for 1he pioper ob ervance of the regulations under which such
tickets are iscued by the company.

We aie of opinion that with one ticket, and one responsible commi tee to
conirol its issue, we shall, while giving every ang’er the opportunity of enjoying
this privilege, be able to prevent i s abuse. :

We desire to ask anglers generally to co-operate with us by reporting any
case of abuse which may come under their rotice, and by being careful them-
selves in observing the regulations printed at the back ‘of the tickets. It is
only by 1he means of one ticket and one central control that any of these con-
cessions can Jong be re ained, and, therefore, our warmest thanks are due to
the London and South-Western Railway for giving us this chance to regain
their confidence, and at 1he same time enabling us to prove to other coms
panics that abuses can be sw pped by this means. - g

In conclusion I venture to anticipate that my committee will consider that
any socie'y having aheady paid an enrolment fee to either «f the other asso-
ciatiens, in erder that i+ mighet enjoy this privilege, should be evrollei with
our asscciation withcut further payment.—1 am, &c,

II. J. TmspaTTs, hon. scc.,
West Central Assoc’ation of London and Provincial Angling Socie ies.
The Portman Aims, Great Quebcc Stieet, W.

DEATH OF MR. S. MORGAN.

Str —Tt is my painful duty to inform you of the death of mycs'een:cd friend
and co'league, Mr. S. Morgan, chairman of thke United London Anclers’
Cen1al Committee for twelve years, and vice president of the Ang ers’
Bencvolent Sociery, and the Anglers’ t ue friend. He expiied at 1.30 p m.

* on Wednesday, April 231d, at his residence, 2, Marion Square Priichard's
Row, Iackncy Road.—1I am, &c., R. GHURNEY.

P S.—Tollowing up my sad commuiica i n of to day, T have 1o add that the
lale S. Morgan was 42 years of age. ‘'I'he funcial w'll take place at Abney
Purk Cemetcry on Tues“ay next, April 29 h, a* 2 o'c'ock. He leaves a widow
and three young children totally unprovided for.

RUNNING STREAM?.

S1e,—We, men aud boys, have been in the habit of fishing in a stream that
runs from near High Wyccmbe through the Rye, and thence through the
mead ¢r maish to Sardwater : here it is bounded on the one side by private
lands, avd the other side by the high road. May I ask, can anybody claim a
purchased right, and so prevent the public from fishing from the road side ?

We humble ¢ piscators’ are shut out of all other fishing by Wycombe

Angling Association. And now Alr. Vernon (Mayor) has given notice that

be will prosecute any peison so fishing without his leave. We shall be most

obliged to youif you can give usihe ““law or libery over streams.”’—I am,

&c., GEorGE HARTON.
Loudwater, Bucks.

[+ tbe owner of a property has only one side of a stream, he can on'y claim
the right to fish from his side to the middle of the s'ream ; if he has both sides
the stieam, of ccurse it is his property, unless itis tidal water. We advise
Mr. Harten to get up a depurarion to the Mayor ; that gentleman is a dis-
penser of justice, and should be glad to assis; his poorer townspeople.—ED.]

DIRSTICSASTTA TS SAR BICTES

Str,—There must be many amateur trout-fly tiers besides myself who hope
that Mr. Hall will not allow his very able pen to become dry. His letters of
25th November, 1882, and 22nd March, 1884, on floating-flies with eyed hooks,
and his recent notes on eighteen standard flies in your issues of the 22nd and
20th ult, leave us somewhat in that condition of feeling intended to be induced
by Mr. Weller’s love letter. 3

Whilst wishing to limit my present appeal {o Mr. Hall's generosity to asking
the favour of two or thiec supplementary items of explanation of his modus
operands, I venture to throw out, for your joint consideration, whether, in the
march of modern piscatorial science, the time has not arrived for a dissertation
on flyetying which shull summarise the results of recent improvements in the
noble art. 'We have text-books, but they are old. We want a new disserta-
tion, written clearly and fully as to detail, treating the subject under vaiious
heads, such as the following .—(1) Fly-tying generally; (2) the different modes
of tying as applicable to the various classes of flies and their use as floating or
sunk flies; (3) materials for tying their kinds, representative values, properties
and use ; (4) dyes, their kinds and use, &c., &c. I veoture to think, Sir, that
such a dissertation appearing in your columns, roughly illustrated, would be
of lasting value to very many readers.

It would also form a weekly nucleus of discussion and information for tiers,
and afford {o many an opportunity which they camnot get at the waterside,
Moreover, in our case the ‘“art is to conceal art,”” and as co-operat.ve artists
we desire to attain not @ way, but the dest way in our work.

Having liberated my soul on that matter, may Ibe allowed to ask Mr. Hall—

1. How he settles the wings? Ilow are they to be held, and how are the
vice and hook to be placed ? ;

The difficulty arises from his direction to pass the silk with the ¢right hand
round the butt ends of the wings.”” I~ not the vice in the way? TIs there any
other and better way than using the middle finger of the left hand as a ¢ stop *’
on the silk ?

2. Is any one form of fly vice better than another for the eyed-hooks P

3. What. is the best knot by which to attach the gut to the eye ?

Permit me in conclusion, to remark that in picking up, just as Mr. Hall did,
the way ¢ to tiea fly ’’ almost entirely by myself (I have seen only one fly tied,
and that by an amateur), I have never understood the reticence of certain

professionals, who act as if to any great extent the art cou'd be a trade secret,
The trade profits of fly- tying, T submit, will ever depend on no trade secret, but
on the proficiency of the trade tyer on the one hand, and on the other hand on
the inability to tie of the majority of fishermen through want of time, desire,
patience, or materizls.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

Mhide, Duin_April aA3..b.a H. GRIBBLE.

A DESERVING CASE,

Sir,— There are doubtless many anglers and oarsmen who still remember
the comfortable Anchor Hotel at Shepperton, and it3 generous and ever-willing
and obliging land ady, Miss Eliza Steer. They will hear with regret that she
has become sadly afflicted since her bankruptcy, which was brought about by her
implicit reliance upon the bona fides of many of her cu-tomers who used the house.
She is now a candidate for the 2oth annual pension from the Royal Hoepital
for Trcurables, West Hill, Putney Heath, at the ensuing election on the 3oth
prox , and is 64 years or age. I earnes‘ly hope this timely appeal will prove of

service to this excellent creature.—1I am, &c ,

CREEL.

TROUT FISHING IN THE DEE AT CORWEN.

Str —As I have to thank you through your columns for a most enjoyable
holiday, perhaps a few particulars may be of interest to some of your readers
who, like myself, are anxious to find a place where an enjoyable fishing holiday
may be spent. I have only one answer, Come to Corwen. The scenery is
simply grand, and the fishing is, I should say, considering the small charge
that is made for preserved water, the best that can be got. I came down here
thinking I might see a little trout fishing and perhaps have a cast or two and
try to get my hand in, as I was quitea novice. The first :hing I d.d on arriving
here was to make inquiries if there was a good man in the town who would go
out wi h me; and from whom I might glean some information. I was most
fortunate in obtaining the services of Mr. Wood, of London-road, who, I may
say, is one of the most experienced salmon and trout fishers on the Dee, and a
man who is most happy to give every information as to the fishing. A hint
here may not be oat of place to any who may intend coming : Bring your rod
and line with you, bu for casts and flies take my advice and go to Mr. Wood.
We have been fishing now since Good Friday, Sundays excluded, and up till
to day (Tussday) have succeeded in taking 42 brace of trout. Now this (con~
sidering we have started out each morning with the disheartening intelligence
thar there is a bitter east wind and very litle water) isnot so bad; and I am
told that if 1here was only a fresh, that is, a little rain to swell the river a trifle,
our tukes would be double. The fish do not run large ; but yesterday, out
of 21, we had about fen that would average a little over a quarter of a pound.
Now as to accommodation, Mr. Hughes, at the Eagles Hotel, provides every
comfort, and very reasonably ; he is also treasurer to the Corwen, Cynwyd, &c.
trous preserve; tickets may be procured here. There is plenty of good fishing ~
in the neighbourhood to be had free, bul the Dee, I amsure, at 4s. per week,
will repay any lover of the rod for his outlay. Trusting this may find a place in

your valuable paper as a little information to any who may waat to havea
week’s quiet trout fishing,—I am, &c.,

Eagles Hotel, Corwen, N. Wales. W M. HILL

THAMES PROFESSIONAT. FISHERMEN FISHING.

Sir,—I am sorry I did not send a report ; but really I wasnot worth a stamp
Thursday, but will always endeavour to be punctual as I know it to be as much
my benetit as yours. Now, by your pleasure, I want -a word with you about
this trout fishing business. I have had no engagments for over a week. If
people won't come and fish for them at all, I don't think they ought to find
fault with a fellow for catching 1hem, so much as I have tried to charm them
to come. What follows you make a line or two of for next week’s editun, I
had three engagments past week, but they didn’t turn up. I went round the
fleet Saturday week to look out for a fish, and saw 2 rise. Sunday morning
was disappointed. Them that engaged me didn’t turn up. Yesterday (Sat.)
I went over the weir again, I had my tackle with me. Saw 2 more fine ones
not far from the others. Believe me, I didn’t fish, but thought I'd wait and
see if Saturday’s post bronght any engagment. This morning I says to my
wife, *I must have one of them fish to-day.”” I went tothe punt in the ditch
where it was left ; began to wip for some bleak ; see ano‘her fish move. The
above mentioned are about  up from this one. Safrs I must have you—about
41b, When I got mid stream I see him again to the left of me. My bait was
at the right in the act of slewing it across stream. Another 8 lb. grabed it, as
handsome a fish as ever was seen.  He took nearly all my line. I had to move
ancher for him. When he got to the rise on the swift shallows he came up-
stream again to the left of me. Ancher line under my foot, I dropped to stay—
got him nearly to the punt. He took off again to the right on the shallows.
Six or eight times I had to weigh ancher. Ones I lost feel of him altogether,
the punt went so ; droped ancher, wound up sharp, and had him close to the
punt, tearing up-stream ; then I just caught sight of him, for I never saw him
once on the top. Off down-stream again he goes into them boughs where the
stream washes so hard ; raised ancher again here, where T thought he must do
me. Anyhow he made a gooa fight for it, backwords and forwards across the
stream, never once showing himself to the end of the fleet. It banged all
that ever I met with in a fish till I got him,—I am, &c.,

C. LUMSDEN, fisherman,

1, Percy Cottage, Datchet.

THE STRIKE FROM THE WINCH REEL.

Str,—In answer to your correspondent, ¢ N. E. L,” Yarmouth, I can put
the patent to all kinds of winches except the common wood reels that have a
screw nut on end of spindle.  'Wood and ebonite centre winches I apply the
patent to. Al orders must come through fishing tackle house, as I am strictly
wholesale. ‘Lhe cost would not be much.—I am, &c.,

Birmingham, April 24. Rzrunen HEATON.

NATIONAL FISH CULTURE ASSOCIATION.

Str,—1I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter in reply to my circular
letter of the 3rd inst., inviting contributions fowards the loan collection now
being established by this association at the Aquarium, So_uth Kensington, I
am requested by my council to thank you for your promptitude in replying, and
for your kind promise of co-operation and support. Will you please inform me,
in course of post, what day this week it will be convenient for you to allow

our loan to be removed to the Exhitition, when a van, with properly qualified
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BALLINAHINCH, CO. CALWAY.

PRESUMING,the visitor makes Roundstone his headquarters, -

being the centre for sport and sea and trout-fishing (free),
. there is a large chain of lakes many miles in extent, on which
. white and brown trout fishing can be had gratis within less than
¢ an hour’s walk of the hotel. The principal loughs, Bolara and
. Wheelin, contain excellent fish. - They are situated ‘on, the west

- side of Enisbeg Hill, where a most magnificent view of the

¢ surrounding country for miles in‘extent can be had, and on very
| clear days the Brandon Hills of Kerry can be seen. Round-
. stone is situated on the celebrated Bertraghboy . Bay, .which is_
|l remarkable for excellent mackerel and pollock-fishing, and within_
. adistance of five miles of the Skira 'Rocks, which is noted for
being the haunts for different species of seals, which afford"
capital sport. The celebrated salmon fishery of Ballinahinch 138
§ within a distance of three miles. Visitors staying at.the' Round-
stone Hotel can fish on the waters. . The “tariff is as follows :—
1os. per day, or /2 1os. per week.  Mr. . Blackadder,
the head-keeper at Ballinahinch, will supply every in-
f formation. South of Roundstone very , good ~fishing can
be procured at the Doohiella Salmon: and White Trout
Fishery, and the tariff is 5s. per day. . Wm. Young, Esq., Brackey:
. Park, is the lessee of this fishery. Mr. Kelly, of the hotel, will
. afford information. The angler can retain ‘all fish caught at all
£ the fisheries. Summer fish (peal) go up ‘in vast numbers during
the months of May and June, so that the angler can enjoy grand
sport until the end of the season (31st October). About'the -end
of June white trout run in all the Connemara fisheries. * The
¢ Gowla Fishery (Mr. Blackadder head. keeper) is remarkable as’
. being, perhaps, the best white trout fishery in the United.Kingdom,x
 asingle rod not unfrequently taking four dozen in one:day-;térms*
same as Ballinahinch. , i ‘
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] THE NEW LIST OF.CLUBS IN THE "WEST "
. CENTRAL TASSOCIATION. o0 v o
1 M R, H. J.TIBBATTS, of 46, Bishopsgate Street Without, E.C.,
- the hon. sec. of the Association, has'just issued-the new list'
i of the clubs enrolled .with the Association. Mr. T. has spared:
| no pains to make it as perfect as possible, and it must have been:
L no easy task, for we know

L tion of this kind.

ENLARGEMENT OF-THE “ FISHING GAZETTE.”

Wy

July 5 next the GazerTE will ‘be ‘considerably enlarged,’

¢ and printed from entirely new type. - This_will necessitate the’|

i binding up of the numbers for 1884 'in-'two" Half-yearly volumes.
E There will be no increase in the price of the paper. o
.~ Any of our readers who will send us the names and ‘addresses

of anglers who do not take the GAZETTE, in order that we ‘may
t send them a copy of the July 5 number, will materially assist us.

05 e ooe tp eyt eee ek
Pnde o 2og e b vld

well how difficult it is to get informa- |

have much pleasurein ‘informing “our readers that ‘on-

‘| It would also bé a great help if our friends who may have”

influence with, advertisers will get them to try the Gazerre.
Increased receipts 'will' enable us fo- still further improve the
paper. : .

-

SALMON FISHING IN THE TRENT.

A CORRESPONDENT at Tamworth wrote last week as follows :

‘“ Please say in your ‘ Answers to Correspondents’ if salmon
take a fly on the Trent at Shardlow, and what is the best mode
of fishing for them there.” We felt pretty certain that the
Trent salmon were not taken with the fly, but to make sure
wrote  to'an old subscriber in Nottingham, who very kindly re-
plies as below. If we are not mistaken, the salmon in the Test
at one time would not take the fly, but were educated to it by
persistent fly-fishing : — : ok
¢“DEAR Sig," e ; d .
¢“I just received yours on the point of leaving business. In answer,
I'may say that no salmon have ever been known to have been taken in the
Trent with a fly., I tried only on my last outing, and have known several other
expert hands who kill a lot in Scotland and Norway, but the experiment on
s the Trent has met with no success. - The best baits are the lob or dew worm,
and the artificial spinner, which latter is specially made by Mcr, Jobn Theaker,
fishing tackle maker, Canal Street, Nottingham. ~Theaker knows the require -
;ments of the Trent to a nicety. g .
¢ There are no day tickets, but those for the season can be obtained now for
Bhardlow for £1 1s., including Shardlow and Wiston, from that sum up to fiva

'| guineas ; but the best salmon fishing is at Shardlow, £1, 1s,, which can be

obtained through Mr. Theaker, or through' Mr. Thos, Wood, the lessee,

- ¢‘There were two: gentlemen fishing this Jast week, from the top end of

Yorkshire, who brought a stock of flies, but found them no good in the Irent.
“ You will be pleased to hear that I have been successful in killing a fine fish

of 23% Ib. with a single gut and worm, and my friend kil'ed one 16 lb., in the

neighbourhnod of Willington.—I am, &c., Sk, 8. Sirrs.”

i ] £k

THE “ MARSTON” FLY-ROD.

‘ N TE are asked to add fo names of firms who are keeping in
~ stock the “Marston” rod, Mr. James Ogden, 28,
Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham ; Mr. S. Bigg, 27, Russell Street, *

Covent 'Garden, London; Mr, W. Bleakley, 93, Newport Street,
_Bolton.” : - : ; :

%./NOTICES OF FLIES, &-
o &ec. '

'BY an oversight the name of Mr. James Ogden,‘ 238, Winchcomb
Street, Cheltenham, was omitted from the list of firms keeping

we wawki - J OGDEN'S, MAY-FLIES;,

‘the “ Marston ” rod. He writes to ask us to put it in.
~ The biggest trout of the year are undoubtedly caught during
.the | May-fly season, either with the natural fly—which is
_rank poaching—or with the delicate imitations made of feather
‘and steel. ; ; :

Mr. James Ogden, of 28, Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham, has
sent us eight or nine different dressings of the May-fly. He says
he could send many other dressings, but these are the best
killers. . ‘They are all really beautifully made.

No. r is a grey drake, with smooth straw-coloured body,
ribbed with gold twist, crimson silk, and run over with a ginger

chackles ot s :

-# No. 2:1s a grey’ drake, with. yellow,wool . hody, and brown

wworsted:tag. v, ii. 000 & WA s T Bt i A e
. . No. 3 is a grey drake, with ‘gold twist and crimson silk, body
(wound over alternately), and over these is fastened a bit of fine
.transparent quill. This has a very good effect: .

No. 4 is agrey drake, with a lively black-red hackle wound

y:

i |. over a:juicy-looking, dirty-yellow body. This is a most excellent:

pattern, i ; Vi e 0 :
;- No. 5..is ;a real grey drake, with ~very pretty plain mallard,
wings,- straw body, with silver twist, and a hackle with light
points and dark butt, not unlike badger hair.

Nos. 6 and 7 are very pretty green drakes, with red or. ryusty
* ginger hackles over light yellow cork or wool or quill bodies.
We haveevery confidence—from experience in previous years—

~|-in recommending Mr. Ogden’s May-flies. . Good workmanship

and material can be relied on.  They will ‘be" the death of many.
a lusty Hampshire and Gloucestershire tront before many days
arepaston. ., : e 1
+ He has;also a little green-bodied dun, plain and ribbed, which,
‘we can recommend to all who-may-have the fortune to try con-
clusions with trout in a quiet stream, where the duns come slowly:,

down on the surface, and the trout know. what’s what..,

OGDEN’S REGISTERED PREMIER SPINNER.

¢ This bait is constructed upon an entirely new and improved princigle—the
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the collar both projecting into the bladder, and it is extremely difficult,
if not impossible, for any animal to escape, although I have observed
a long worm do so at the expense of a part of his body; yet, as a
rule, it is a case of ‘‘ all who enter here, lose hope.”

To show how closely the edge fits, it was found that a daphnia,
which had inserted its antennz into the slit, was held fast a whole
day, and on other occasions long narrow larvee, both dead and alive,
were seen wedged between the valve and the collar with their bodies
half in and half out the vesicle. .

When a fish is caught, the head is usually pushed as far into the
bladder as possible till the snout touches the hinder wall.

The two black eyes of the fish then show out conspicuously through
the wall of the bladder.

So far as is known, there is no digestive process in Utricularia,
neither is there any sensibility to irritation, Mr. Darwin was unable
to detect either, his opinion being that whatever nutriment the plant
obtained from its prey was by absorption of the decaying matter,
and it would appear that the longer of the two pairs of projections
compos'ing the quadrifid processes by which the [vesicles are lined,
which project obliquely inwards and towards the end of the bladder,
acts, together with the spring valves at the mouth of the bladder, in
utilising each fresh struggle of the captive for the purpose of pushing
it further inwards. If any of my readers wish for specimens of this
interesting plant, I shall be enabled in & few days to forward them at
a very nominal cost,

Ofits destructive powers all I can say is, that out of 150 newly-
hatched perch placed in a glass vessel, only one or two were alive two
days subsequently, and I hope in a' few days to be in a position to
speak of its powers in nafura.

I must also tender my hearty thanks to Professor Moseley for his
unselfish kindness and courtesy in furnishing me with notes, and all
necessary information, at a time when his hands are full with this
term’s work, and anyone who knows rightly of the duties of an Ox-
ford professor will agree with me, the position is an arduous one.
Such men as Professor Moseley are few and far between, for, like
fishermen, I find that amongst scientific men there is an amount of
jealousy which ought not to exist, and I therefore regard the action
of Mr. Moseley in this matter with such feelings of gratitude as are
not easily obliterated. G. E. SIMMS, jun,

37, Broad Street, Oxford.

[We should feel obliged if our correspondent would send us a bit of
the plant, with fish in its traps, Hisdiscovery is as important as it
is deeply interesting.—EDn.]

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

SpIDER, Bakewell. —The fly you send is the common female ¢ Stone fly,”
called the May fly in some parts of Yorkshire, though it appears earlier
than the green and grey drake known so generally as the May fly.—ED.
J. H., 28, Larkhall Rise, Clapham, 8.W., asks where he can get good-
sized carp, tench, and perch for stocking a pond, and the price. We
cannot tell him. Fish got in this way have been poached from someone
else’s pond in nine cases out of ten.—ED,

'CORRESPONDENCE.

[ Wedonot hold ourselvesresponsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents.)

MR. R. D. BLACKMORE AND GREAT LOACHES.

Sir,—Reading Chapter VIIL. of that highly interesting work, ¢ Lorna
Doone,” the other evening, I must say I was perfectly dumbfounded on read-
ing the following :—*‘ In sooth, there were very fine loachers here, having more
lie and harbourage than in the rough Lynn stream, though not quite so large
as in the Lowman, where I have even taken them to the weight of } 1b.”” I
have caught as many loaches as here and there one, buf this beats all I ever
set eyes upon. :

w.

Is it possible the small fish of the genus cobitis could ever reach such a.

size ? Have you ever heard of or seen such a specimen? Is this a different
kind of loach from the ordinary stone loach ? for there can be no question from
the graphic description given it is the stone loach to which he refers, and none
other.

Oh, very well ; but why should they reach }1b. iu the Lowman, and certainly
not 3 oz., and, as a rule, not more than 2 oz. in any other stream ? But even
in the Lynn stream they were not quite so large as in the Lowman ; then by
this plenty there would rieachy, 5, 6, and 7 oz. I was just as surprised as_if
you had told me you had seen a gudgeon 1lb. An explanation would be
eppreciated by : MARK ANTONY.

[We confess we have never seen a loach of § 1b. weight or } Ib. either, for that
matter. ¢ M. A.’” should remember that it is a boy who relates about the
catching of these loaches, and boys magnify fish-weight even more than grown
anglers do.—ED.]

THE WEST CENTRAL A3SOCIATION.

Sir,—A letter addressed by me 1o Mr. Geen, has been read tothe West
Central Association, and has apparently given rise to statements in the last
““L.B.” jottings, which I must ask you to correct. I wish to state that I
am not a delegate to that association, consequently have no right whatever
to attend its meetings. Bt

'I have never asked, or thought of asking, for a special invitation from that
association, and have no intention of accepting it now that it has been given,
a‘though I fully appreciate their kicdiy feeling. =

My.aim and hope. in conjunction with others, has long been to see one good
represeniative angling association which should rise above the level of medio-
crity. and be such as all classes of angiers could thoronghly supporf. Recent
movements show the folly of anticipating the establishment of such an institu«
tién, or of hoping now for anything better than what we have, except in name,
and with one president instead of two.—IL am &c., T, CRUMPLEN.

‘May. 26, 1834.

EYED-HOOKS AND KNOTTING THE GUT.

S1r,—I have been waiting to see if anyone else would give the true reason
for correctly knotting the gut to the eyed hooks; but as Mr. Hall has passed it
over in his letter of May 17th, perhaps I may be allowed to say a word on the
subject, and as Mr. Hall and I were closely associated in the first working
out of these excellent hooks, I think I may do so on fair grounds.

Eyed-hooks are not novelties, though they may be so to most trout anglers,
and are undoubtedly so in the small sizes used for river trout fishing.

‘When we were first studying the question and looking round for someone to
undertake to make them, I first of all obtained from Messrs. Kelly and Son, of
Dublin, patterns of Irish-made eyed-hooks, but they were all of large sizes,
suitable for small salmon flies, or-at smallest for sea trout flies, about No. 6 or
of the present make ; the eyes were all formed.straight with the shank, some
placed horizontally, and some vertically to the bend of the hook.

We were at that time both in frequent correspondence with Mr. Aldam on
angling matters, and, on mentioning our ideas to him, he very kindly offered
to get some made for us by a professional hookmaker, and went to very
considerable trouble to do so, for which he has our sincere thanks. Who the
maker was I do not know, but the hooks did not turn out satisfactorily, and
we abandoned their use; and, eventually, I wrote to Messrs. P. Hutchinson
and Son, of Kendal, with whom I had “previously dealt in such matters, and
persuaded them to meet our views, and make us'a few gross of various sizes.
How well they have done it those who regularly use these hooks know, and I
hope that the notoriety they have now acquired will bring the firm their reward
in a commercial sense for their trouble and courtesy to us.

But it was only after considerable perseverance and correspondence that the
hooks were got to be as correct as they are now made; and as the largest share
of this subsequent correspondence was conducted by Mr. Hal', and the altera-
tion in the bend (from the ¢ Sneck Bend,” or the flat ¢* Limerick,” to the
present combination of the ¢ Limerick’ bend with ‘¢ Sneck”’ side-twist,
which Mr. Hall called the ‘¢ Snecky Limerick ”’) was his idea, the hooks have
properly been christened with his name, and he has probably ordered for him-
self, and friends to whom they were introduced, as many gross as I have used
single hooks.

But Tam travelling away from the object of my letter in explanation of
preliminaries.

When the hooks were designed we had in view a special knot for fastening
on the gut, and as the main object of the attachment was to obtain a clean
pull on the point of the hook for hooking the fish, and without any side drag
or tendency to scratch without entering, we found that to be successful the eye
of the hook must be turned upwards in the same proportion as occurs when
two pieces of whipcord are looped together and pulled tight,

The pull must be straight on the line of the shank to enable the point to
enter properly, and the reason for the shape of the turned up eye and the knot
tied underneath the eye (as already twice given in diagram by Mr. Hall) is to
obtain this straight pull, which anybody can test for themselves by trying a
properly- knoted fly on any soft substance like a piece of indiarubber. Other
knots of somewhat simpler kind have been mentioned, but where the gut goes
only once through the eye the pull does not come quite in the right place, and
there is more chafing between the gut and the steel eye.

The two prime advantages of the knot given by Mr, Hall (which is an old E

salmon-fly kuot) are that (a) it ensures a direct pull on the point of the hook,
and (5) the knot acts as a padding between the gut and the steel eye, which
prevents the chafing of the soft, wet gut at the head of the fly just where the
cracking action of casting is most destructive, and this is the reason why eyed-
hook flies stand the ¢‘drying action ”” of casting so long in comparison with
hooks tied on gut in the ordinary way. Those who use eyed-hooks know how
very much longer a fly will last on one strand of gut, and how easily a favourite
fly can be retied upon a dozen strands seriatim, and kill fish as well as ever
after a whole season’s fishing—or longer, to my knowledge.

Anglers may use their wits to design all sorts of knots to save themselves
trouble at the waterside ; but they will never beat the knot which the eyed-
hook was designed to suit, and which is the best. The complaint against this
knot is that it is troublesome to enter the gut twice through the eye in small
hooks. I admit that this is the one objection to the system, but it can be got
over by a little practice, and by remembering to cut the end of the gut with a
knife or scissors in a glanting direction so as to obtain a point to it, for the
same reason that a lady points a thread for threading her needle. A gut end
bitten off forms a flat brush end, which is difficult to put through a small eye
once, to say nothing of the second time ; but if the gut is laid on the thumbe=
nail and cut through at as great a slant as possible with a sharp knife, it gives
a good point to thread the eyed-hook a second time, and which I find a great
agsistance.

Mszjor Turle’s knot, given a short time ago, is a puzzle to me, though it
might be easy if seen in practice ; but I maintain that if anglers wish to use the
best knot, and to have thelr flies stand ¢‘ drying ”” longest, they should stick to
the knot as already published in Mr. Hall’s diagram. The knot given by Mr,
James in your paper of May 17th is a good knot in itself, and when used on a
salmon fly headed with a soft gut loop it ¢‘jamsup ’’ tight and becomes secure ;
but he will find it unsafe with a rigid eye of steel, and it does not obviate the
other objection of chafing the single gut where it passes through the eye.
This is the objection to any knot which passes only once through the eye.
The doubly entered gut and knot underneath the eye are safer and last longer
than any other,—I am, &c., GEORGE BANKART.

Leicester. :

|1t is curious how often practice and theory vary, or appear to do so, for
since using Major Turle’s very simple method of fastening the gut to the hook
we have missed, or fancied we missed, a smaller proportion of rises than with
the ‘“double entry ’’ knot. Major Turle never uses anything else himself, and
yet he probably has killed more heavy trout than anyone else who ever used
the eyed-hooks. A 2z-pounder isto him a ‘‘linle beggar,”” fish from 31b. to
8 1b. being more in his line, as we can testify from experience when fishing
with him. But Mr. Bankart’s arguments in favour of the double entry of the
gut are very sound, and as our readers have descriptions of both plans they
can please themselves.—ED, ]

THE HERTFORD FISHERY.

StR,—T should not think of troublini you again on this matter were it not
that the ‘“lessee ’* ' -linctly challenges me for ¢ proof’’ of any one fishing
in the said waters with-ut a ticket. From the nature of the case I could not
offer “proof”” unless { knew the names of all the parties whom [ saw fishing,
and also were acquainted with the list of ticket-holders. The only kind of
proof I have to offer is the testimony of one or two of the worm-fishers them«
selves who distinctly {o/d me that they took no tickets., Ifthey did take tickets
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other lures were reduced to the same comparative standard.
Thus, Mr. Editor, at your own particular request, I have eliminated
all fractions from my results, giving only one decimal, so that the
work may be understood as having a certain substantial basis.

And now, on returning to the subject of the tables themselves,
I must state my rcasons for the division into four groups which
there appear. Group I. consists of flies which have, at least,
been used more than ten times ; or, if not, have caught one-twelfth
of the number of fish taken by the standard fly.

Group I1. consists of good flies,all above the standard, which,
however, except in the case of the red ant, do not conform to the
requirements for entry in the preceding division. The red ant is
a case of exceedingly high merit, but one which it is believed
would have been much lower had the record in an old part ofthe
diary been not defective on two occasions, giving in these isolated
instances only the successful fly of the cast, whilst omitting the
red ant and other flies that had not caught fish. All the flies in
this division are wholly exceptional cases, asbeing used on only a
limited number of very propitious occasions, and each, with the
omission of the single instance named, though not used on ten
ldays, had been brought into requisition five times or more, at
east,

_ The third group consists of flies employed mcre than once, but
not on ten occasions, which do not attain the standard ; or of those

‘which, if exceeding that amount, have not been employed five times

‘30 as to qualify them for the second group.
The last division is formed of flies used only once, and theun-
mmonly high figures of some of these is owing to the fish having
all been caught by one fly. The column of months simply indicates
the periods in which my diary shows that I have personally been
most successful with flies opposite which the name of any month is
974 1f more than one month is named, that whichis first isthe
in‘which the greatest number of fish were taken, by the fly

one occasion, The abbreviation ‘“gen,” implies deadly
s o:opinion‘on theresults’of practical |

8- [ The tables dre for the readers of the FISHING GAZETTE|
gua with the tables of their own memories, so as to ascer-"
‘having tried conclusions with trout, these conclusions are

My
thesame asmyown, : ' o4 el
B * - ROBERT BALDERSTON,

- NORTH DEVON NOTES. ;
ONE of the most provoking things that can happen to a tradesman

_is to have people continually coming into his shop and taking him

‘away from his work to ask questions, and, fer a stranger, it is almost
(when merely to gain information and not to benefit the tradesmen)
an impudent thing to do. I remember being toid by a fishing-tackle
maker in Devon, it is the more provoking, because, he says, they ask
all the information they can with the hope of getting their fishing for
‘pothing ; and the fact was crowned when he told me, after getting all
_information that was possible, the Cockneys have the impudence to
produce their tackle, &c., and ask to be shown which fly, &c., would
.do, as they had had a new outfit before leaving town and did not
_know which to use, and then coolly add, if I want anything I shall
/ know where to call; he added, ninety-nine times out of one hundred
" they never come back. Iwas told also that one gentleman had done all
. this;and theinformertold the gentleman hehad fishing to let,and he had
 the impudence to go and fish the water without thinking of thanking
him, much less paying for the ticket. After this, I do not wonder
_ when gentlemen go into a strange town that all information is with-
. held, but when I go into a town I make it my business when entering
a tackle shop first to buy and then ask for correct information and I can
getit. So some of my readers will now know how it is they are treated
coolly when seeking a day’s fishing, especially in Devon. Ihave fished
the rapid streams of Devon many a season, and am therefore able to
give my experience of the northern part, where for many years I have
gettled, The capital of North Devon is Barnstaple, the putting-up
place for the district ; trains run conveniently through the district and
close to the rivers, where at any time a decent day’s fishing can be had.
The salmon rivers are the Taw and a branch stream called the Mole,
with the Torridge at Torrington ten miles away by rail.- There are
many trout streams come-at-able, viz., the Bray, nine miles; the
Ockman, running into the Torridge ; the Higher Mole, the Higher
Taw, the Yeo, and many streams which are free by asking for. All
,are fished by the fly, and, although the minnow, for trout only, is for-
bidden, yet many a basket is filled by means of it. Salmon and peal
fishing is only practised by meansof the minnow; and witha greenheart
rod of 10 feet, an assortment of minnows all bright, a salmon
fisherman is rigged, but in his pocket mustbea 10s. 6d. licence, or the

- water bailiffs may require his name and address, with the penalty of
"él, or seven days in service of her Majesty, with low diet. I
ave long detested the minnow-fishing, because it is dreadfully
‘provoking being out for many hours without sport, and after toiling
n up stream fishing (which is the most successful in rapid streams)
“tofind a brother-Zebedee in the water scraping his minnow one side
"to the other, and, although a fly-fisher, I have generally, taking the
* average, had more and larger fish to show. Often, when meeting
with such a one, on comparing fish, I have had the most fish,
Ithough I use but three or four flies from February to September ;
ver blue, varying in size for high or low water; cow-hair varied in

colour, light and darker, with the never-failing blue upright, which
Devenshire is noted for, especially as the ginger-blue hackle from the
old-fashioned game bird is still to be had here and there. My rod is
an 8 feet greenheart, a medium size waterproof line with 1} yards of
gut casting line—in all my experience I never wanted a longer rod,
except for peal or salmon, which I do not care much forsdheriverss
of North Devon are generally very low after May until September,
when a noted pack of otter hounds me:t in easy distances and rare
good sport is always had, and a thorough knowledge of the streams/
is obtainable. Many a gentleman comes down to Devon and,
running with the hounds, has made the acquaintance of Mr. Connop,
who has generally, with his liberal heart, given a day or two's peal
fishing on: the Mole—he being owner of the best portion of that
river. A day is well spent upon any of the streams which North
Devon is noted for, away in the river Bray running between miles of
wood with hills on both sides which shelters the wild stags of Exmoor,
many an hour have I gazed at the deer in their unfettered state feed-
ing by the heath or lying between the ferns with only the water's
trickling noise to be heard. Here on these waters fished Cutcliffe
who wrote his book on ¢ Rapid Stream Fishing,” the best book of the
kind ever written, and containing the most reliable information ; and,
although some years have passed since then, the fishing in the
streams has not improved. Twenty years ago ten or twelve dozen
fish was the average number fora day’s sport, fish running from 3 oz.
to 6 oz. (the fish in Devon do not run large, but on another stream,
which I leave for another day, fish from 4o0z. to 100z. may be had).
The neighbourhood in which the Bray is situated has been noted for
the breed of  fishing colour” fowls, although now very scarce. 1
now must leave off and promise my readers a continuation atan early
date, when I have wet my line, and will give my experience day by
day, stream by stream. I will not terminate my remarks without
adding that should any one require any of the feathers—‘ reds ”’ and
black reds—which Devon is noted for, through the editor, I could get
any quantities of hackles, but I fear the blues are all bought by the
tackle shops. RusTY GAME.

[We can quite endorse ‘¢ Rusty Game's” remarks on the imperti-
nence of some town anglers, who seem to think the country tackle-
“maker only exists to furnish information to them gratis. Our own
| practice invariably is to give a fair order for flies, which generally
‘prove_the best to’use, and then ask for what information we may
‘want,—ED.] . ..

CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS.

By L. B.

THE monthly meeting of the United London Anglers’ Central Com-
mittee took place at the Bald-faced Stag, Worship Square, Finsbury,
on Monday evening last, Mr. S. Morgan presiding. There was a
very good muster of delegates and Lea bailiffs, including Messrs.
Philips, High, Bagley and our friend Mr. George Oram, who, though
not quite his old self yet, is nevertheless making rapid strides towards
complete recovery. From the West Central Association were Messrs.
Beckett, Field and Bonvoisin,

After the reading and confirming of the minutes of the previous
evening, the secretary, Mr. R. Ghurney, explained that in accord-
ance with the circular he held in his hand, the most important item of
business down for discussioa that evening were the recommendations
of the'joint committee of the three associations in the matters of coarse-
fish breeding and the renting waters. The speaker said these were
matters of such importance, and upon which it was desirable there’
should be, if possible, unanimity of opinion, that having in view the
fact that there had not been sufficient time given the members of
angling societies to discuss these questions, he would strongly re-
commend that the discussion should stand over till the next monthly
meeting night in March, every society on the East Central Committee’s
books meanwhile to receive a circular containing particulars of joint
committee’s recommendations. This very excellent and practica
resolution was unanimously adopted. A somewhat desultory but, so
far as I could follow it, very interesting conversation then took place,
in which Messrs. DBecket, Field, Murphy, Manning, Philips
Ghurney, Bonvoisin and others, as members of the joint committees,
gave several important explanations of the aims and gnticipated
results of the printed recommendations, all of which gave great
satisfaction and cleared away a number of misapprehensions. The
sum of £6 (42 each) was then voted as a reward to the three police
constables who recently captured a huge net in the neighbourhood of
Clapton, well known by the significant name of the ¢ Clapton Mon-
ster,” convictions being obtained against the persons using it, and
the magistrate making an order for the destruction of the ¢‘sweet
little thing,” vide recent number of the FISHING GAZETTE, After-
wards attention was called by bailiff Phillips to_the destruction of
small fish in one of the Lea ditches by a barge discharging what I
understood to be ““blue billy.” Mr. P. explained that the dead fish,
as witness the sampie he had brought up, consisted entirely of roach,
dace, bleak and a minnow or two, but not a single ¢ tidler.” Ahme |
the same old tale, ’tis the good that die, the good-for-nothing that
live and thrive. Never mind, Phil, let’s hope for better things when
the amended Rivers Pollution Bill is passed, and, if anglers as a body,
can be of any use in getting it pushed on they should certainly not
hang fire.

As far as sewage is concerned, recent exgeriments seem to clearly
prove that its purification can be made fairly remunerative, and the
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TABLE OF

¥ Light grey mallard
wing;  body,
bright  green
peacock’s harl;
legs, orange or
blood-red hackle
2' March brown
3 Grey mallard wing;
* body, peacock’s
harl; legs, fur-
nace hackle
4 Quill blue dun
5 Water-cricket
6 Double red and
furnacepalmers.
7 Ronald’s whirling
: dunste o v
8 Broughton point ..
9 Orange-red hackle.
: Pennell’s form .
10 Black palmer ..
11 Grouse hackle
12 Wings, double,
partridge and
grey ; legs,
black “ transpa-
~ rent hackle ..
13 Light grey mallard
wing ;  body,
ostrich  harl ;
legs, black
hackle .,
14 Francis G5 Ge
15 Orange blue dun .,
16 Bluedun .. .,
17 Dark mackerel .,
18 Hawthorn fly
19 Cowdung .
20 Little pale
dunisaes
2t Cochybonddu
22 Landrail hackle .
23 Orangefly .. .
24 Black gnat ..
25 Iron blue dun
26 Dotterelfly ..
27 Red palmer
28 Fern fly;
silk body
29 July dun
30 StonelflyERiE
31 Fern fly ; ribted
with gold twist.
32 Blue bottle ..
33 Oak fly e
34 Yellow dun ..
35 Jenny spinner
36 Black ant
37 Peacock fly ..
38 Brown palmer ..
39 Snipe, light hackle
40 Mallard wing,
orange |body,
red hackle :

" blue

yellov;/

41 Sand fly

42 Gravel bed

43 Red ant

A48 (YovernoraEE e

45 Hofland’s red spin-
ner a60 00

46 Red spinner

47 Pale evening dun .
48 Yellow Sally ..
49 Iron blue hackle..
Lol lovertlyae s
51 Wings, light star-

ling; tail, two

mottled whisks,

52 Marlow buzz, rib-
bed with tinsel,
with long thin
body =L,

53 February red

54 Greendrake .. ..

55 Large grey mallard

56 Greenwell’s glory .

57 Cinnamon ., ..

58 A kind of blue du

59 Barm fly 5

60 Pennell’s greén ..

6r Grousefly ., ..

62 Partridge hackle.

Seduc-
Lty

GROUP I

Times
used.

Numbers
caught,

GROUP II.

6
9
37
5

6
5

18

39
118

14

43
Ly

GROUP III.

PR OANNLWITW N

4
9

»

10

THE 'COMPARATIVE DEADLINESS OF
ARTIFICIAL TROUT TFLIES. :

Months in which most
were caught on one
occasion, &c.,

General 3
April; also later

October ; gen.
July
September and March, &c.

September

June and after, to September
June

From middle March to Aug.
General
September and April

September

August, March, &c.
October and September
From April

April ; gen.

September from July
July

May, &c,

Octoher

May ; gen.

March, &c.

End May; gen.
April ; gen.

End May and after
September
Septemberand gen.

September
uly
April to June, July in Norway

Sept. from June and May
June to September

End of April

May and after

July and August

August and September
September from June
August

August, &c.

End May

Tind of April

End of April and after
Middle of Aug. to end Sept.
October, November and Feb.

June
From end June

July

Sept. and end May and Aug.

End July
August

September

September

March

June, Wales
September and April
September

October

hmmhwwmxwxwunuw‘ww.“w
o

63 Legs, {ransparent
fiery - biown ;
wings, light
red ; body,light
greysilk .. ..

64 Wasp fly

65 Grey palmer

66 Bracken clock

67 Turkey brown

68 Pennell’s brown ..

69 Grey dun

Seduc-
tivity.

used.

Times Numbers
caught.

Months in which mof
were caught on on
occasion,

September
Tnd of May
September
September
May
September
September

TP iUt~

70:Dark drones Ui

71 Light mallard
wing, red wor-
sted body, and
red hackle

72 Needle brown

74 August dun

73 Alder fly

75 Dark
hackle ey

76 A kind of large red
SpINTNErE s

47 Dotterel: blue
hackle =m0

78 Wrentail .

79 Starling fly ..

80 Sky blues

81 Lig ht
hackle ===,

82 Golden dun midge.

83 Little chap .. ..

84 Shamrock willow

Februry to March

May

August and July

August

ae April

starling 5 :
ugus

September, early

July, August :
Tind August to September}
August 4

o May, &c.
starling

September

flys o o June to July
85 Great whirling blue
dun e 4 3
: GROUP 1V.
86 Black silver horns . 1 X
87 Peacock fly with
pale brown-
marbled wings.
88 Caperer 56 o
89 Black gnat hackle.
9o Ginger wing and
hacklef s s
91 Pennell’s yellow .. 74
92 Gold-eyed gauze
wings s ERsEeeT 67
93 Small gaudy mixed
winged fly .. 57
94 Woodcock hackle . 24
95 Coachman .. .. 10
96 Grey winged fly .. o
97 Wings, starling;
orange body ..
98 A hare’sear dun .,
99 A grizzled furnace
haockle i o
Standard of unity in this scale .. 5 5 i 8o
Fell off the hook iy B . IS e 191
Average of seductivity (the test number) .. 5o 78
Times used oo b
Numbers caught on the flies

End June to September

September

June
August
February

September
April

July

September
September
September

o
o

. S ie
4962 = 5153 total.§
In answer to your request, Mr. Editor, I enclose a second s
of tables of flies, supplementary to the first. The results in th
former list were averages taken from gross totals, irrespective of
conditions. The numbers now given are the results of the redug
tion to one uniform standard of the proceeds of each ““fly-cast’s
fishing. Every cast, when in use, has been supposed to catchaf
many fish as there were flies on the collar, so that a bad day
sport is, as far as practical results are concerned, in every resped
equivalent to a day yielding an abundance of fish. This is onlf
fair, for whilst on a day of great deeds trout will take almost an
fly presented, we find that the bad occasions are most probablf
the better periods for testing the qualities of flies. . The columng
however, which are given in these second tables, are only the res
sults of the system of averaging just named, which system repres
sented each fly as doing its duty if catching one fish.  Th§
representative number of any fly when found to be above onej
denoted good work ; whilst figures less than unity pointed to ind
feriority. The labour in this part of the work was indeed simply]
immense, for as there were 4962 fish caught by a similar numbeg
of flies, so there was at first a number of vulgar fractions corred
sponding to the total of the figures in the second column. Thes
in the case of each fly had to be reduced to decimals, then added
up, and finally divided by the number of occasions on which the
lure, the subject of attention, had been used ; the result being ong
(unity) if the fly had just done the work required. After the 998
flies had thus been treated, the quantity to two places of decimals
representing the best fly of the number, and the one which had}
caught by far the most fish; was taken as the standard of percents
age merit. This fly, my own favourite pattern of the grey mallard
had been found to have a personal value of 124, which quantity
was thea considered to be equivalent to 100; -after which all
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four p.m. we again found ourselves in the train bound for London,
in the company of several gentlemen who take great interest in
sewage matters, amongst whom may be mentioned Captain
Bedford Pim, late member for Greenwich ; Mr. J. W. Denton,
vice-chairman of the Richmond Union, member of the Thames
Valley Sewerage Board, and the proposer of the resolution at the
meeting of that board on the 8th inst., by which the suggestion
of the Local Government Board, that the Thames Valley Sewerage
Board should hold a conference with the West Kent Main
Sewerage Board was, unfortunately, it seems to us, declined ; and
Mr. Alderman Gould, of Kingston-on-Thames. We had a very
busy time of it on the return journey, as our fellow-travellers hold
most decided opinions on the sewage question, in which we do
not coincide. But we earnestly trust that all will aid us in un-
ceasingly urging the necessity which exists, of providing means
for preventing the pollution of our beautiful rivers and streams, so
that at no distant date they may again contain millions of fish,
to incrcase the food supply of the country and to afford healthy
and cnjoyable recreation to all lovers of the gentle art.

AUTUMNAL GRAYLING FISHING.
By Francis M. WALBRAN.

THINK that I am pretty near the mark in saying that every
devotee of either rod or gun has some particular branch of his
respective sport that he likes the best ; at least I know that it is so
with regard to myself, for although an enthusiast on any matter
connected with angling, yet I know no phase of that sport to
which I look forward with greater eagerness, or enjoy the fulfil-
ment of so much, as a real good day’s grayling fishing in the fall
of the year.

A better comparison was never made between the relative
merits of the trout and the grayling than the one made by Mr.
Francis in his ‘““Book on Angling ” wherein he styles the former
the gentleman of the streams and the latter the lady; in fact, as
regards the amount of sport they yield respectively, I consider
there is very little to choose between them, and the same remark
applies to their edible qualities. Of course, a grayling hooked
during the summer months makes only a very poor show of
resistance, no more does a trout if caught in winter; but a half
pound grayling at the end of a fine gut or hair cast in September
or October is a different matter altogether, as many of my readers,
no doubt, know well from actual experience.

Having resided for the best part of my life on the banks of the
river Yore, which is a better stream for grayling than for trout
fishing, I bave had ample opportunities for observing and study-
ing the habifs of this beautiful fish, and it is with a view of making
known to my brother anglers the result of those observations that
I am engaged in writing the present article. The list of flies
that I shall give is collected from many sources, some of the
patterns having been given to me by the best grayling fishers on
the Yore and Wharfe. To the experienced of my readers, I do
net expect to impart much information, as no doubt most of the
patterns will be familiar to them, although a few of them,
perhaps, may not. I trust, however, that the tyro in this branch
of the gentle art may be able to pick up a few hints that will be
of service to him, and should this be the case, I shall feel amply
satisfied.

Large grayling are not really in good condition or fit to be
taken before the end of August, and in my opinion on a good
grayling stream no fish over } Ib. in weight should be allowed to
be caught before that time. Fish under that size, or shott gray-
ling, as they are called, are in condition much earlier. I will
start, therefore, with September, and consider the flies most suit-
able for that month. ;

No. 1.—THE LiecaT OLIvE BroA.—Wings, inside of dotteril’s
wing or the smaller quill of a seagull ; body, pale white French
silk ; legs and tail, pale blue hackle. Remarks: This flyis given
by Jacksonin his practical book on fly-fishing, and sometimes,
towards evening, I have found it answer well. He also re-
commends the same wing with yellow legs and body, but the
pattern given above is the one that I generally employ.

No. 2.—Darkx Orive BroA.—Wings, inside of water-hen’s
wing; body, lead-coloured silk ; legs, dark olive hackle ; tail,
three small rabbit’s whiskers. Remarks : This is a grand fly,
if dressed small; I am indebted to Mr. Jackson for this pattern
also, and I rarely fish on cold days in September or October
without giving it a trial.

No. 3—THE WHIRLING BLUE Dux.—Body, squiriel’s red
brown fur, mixed with yellow mohair, tied with yellow silk thread
well waxed ; tail, one or two whisks of pale ginger hackle ; wings,
featherfromastarling’s wing, notverylight ; legs, pale gingerhackle.
Remarks: This is a fly that is not held in very great estimation
on the Yorkshire streams, excepting perhaps the Rye, but in the

Worcester district and also on the Dove it is a very noteéd fly. The
paitern given above is Ronalds, who varies it somewhat from that
ziven by Mr. Francis, * Ephemera,” H. Wade, and others. The best
imitations of this fly that I have ever seen were some that the late
David Foster sent me last autumn and no doubt his sons can still
supply the same pattern ; for my own part I prefer No. 2, as being
a better killer, at all events in Yorkshire.

No. 4—Tue ArrLE GrreN Dun.—Wings, ecither dark star-
ling, or taken from inside of waterhen’s wing ; body, apple green
silk ; legs, dark olive or black hackle. Remarks: I obtained the
pattern for this fly from Hensburgh, the water-keeper at Bake-
well, and have since then killed well with it on the Yore and
Wharfe ; it is best to be provided with both dark and light
shades of wing. I received a letter from a gentleman quite
recentlystating that he had found it an excellent killer. Ihad given
him one or two as a sample.

No. 5.—TuE NeepLE BrowN.—Body, a fine shred from the
yellowish quill of a thrush’s wing; legs, a grizzled blue dun
cock’s hackle ; wings (under ones) starling’s feather used spar-
ingly, and above that two fine slips of hen blackbird’s wing.
Remarks: This fly is quite as great a pest to the fly-fisher as
the black midge ; the pattern given above is Mr. Francis's, and
dressed very carefully and finely this makes the best imitation of
the natural fly that I have seen. Mr. Francis remarks that Jackson
alludes to it under the name of the little brown, I do not think so
myself, as No. 57 in Jackson’s book, which he styles the little
willow fly, would give a better imitation. Mr. Ford, in his
excellent manual on fly-fishing, evidently shares my opinion, as,
under the heading of ‘“ Needle Brown,” he gives, among other
synonyms, ¢ Willow fly,” but the angler must not confound it with
the next pattern that I give. DMr. Wade mentions it in * Halcyon”
as the “ Spanish Needle,” but his pattern represents the insect
known on the Wharfe as the “ Musk Fly,” and a rare Kkiller
it is.

No. 6.—THR LArGE WirLow Frv.—Body, moles’-fur, spun
sparingly on yellow silk; to be hackled with a grizzled hackle of
copperish hue, Remarks : This is a standard grayling fly,
in fact, I have fished on days when no other fly would do. It
is easy to recognise it as it flutters across the stream in the
sunshine of a warm September day, and the sight of them usually
heralds good sport, if the angler has a good sample tied on fine
gut on hair.

No. 7—Tue HoneypuN BumBLE.—Body, orange floss silk
ribbed with bronze peacock’s harl, hackled with a honeydun hackle.
Remarks : Although a purely fancy pattern, I do not
know any fly that can compete with this as a killer of
grayling. I believe that I am correct in saying that Mr
Eaton of Matlock Bath was the inventor of it; and most
decidedly no one can make them like him. I have
killed some hundreds of fine grayling with this fly, and consider
it as great a sine qua non on the cast of a grayling fisher as the
traditional red hackle is in trouting ; in fact, more so, as the
latter is a fly that I seldom use.

No. 8.—Tue RED Taa.—A bright red cock’s hackle, wound
upon a body of green peacock’s harl, with a scrap of scarlet {loss
silk at the tail. Remarks: Another excellent fancy fly. I
am indebted to a Worcester gentleman for this pattern and can
strongly recommend it on dull autumn days, when there is no

partcular fly upon the stir. It should be fished at the tails of &
streams sunk a little below the surface of the water. I have &

found it taken almost invariably by good fish.
No. 9.—THuE BLut BortLE.— Wings, jay’s quill feather ; body,

blue tin foil, ribbed with purple silk; legs, datk olive hackle, §

Rematks : As this fly gets weak as the cold weather advances,
they fall upon the water, and are eagerly taken by Dboth grayling
and dace.

No. 10.—TuE House Frv.—Body, light brown silk, ribbed
with drab ostrich harl ; wings, lark’s quill feather: legs,
grizzled hackle. Remarks: This is Jackson’s pattern. I have
tried iton several occasions, but am inclined to give the pre-
ference to the blue bottle.

o be Continued.

ANNIVERSARY OF THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY.

1'1‘ has always been customary to celebrate the anniversary of |

the establishment of this important society by what is termed §
an annual supper in which tripe is considered the chief dish, |
This interesting event—for it is like the return of a birthday—took 2

place on Monday evening last in the spacious club room at Ash-
ley’'s Hotel, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden ; and under the
presidency of the esteemed father of the club, Mr. I'. (. Pearce,
who was supported in the vice-chair by Mr. C. P. Wheatstone,
and Mr. Thomas Huggett. Amongst those prescnt were : Messts.
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Iam quite in accord with B that it is incumbent to maintain
a stock of ihe finny tribe for the largely-increasing number of
anglers, whose constant visits must decimate its numbers to a
terrible extent.” But would it not be well occasionally to trace
effects to causes—to ignore the patrot-cry that fair angling can
never injure a fishery, and denounce fearlessly and outspokenly,
which but few writers as yet have done, the “terrible exteni” of
decimation occasioned by the demoralising and pot-hunting
system of gross weights ? CONSISTENT.

COMING EVENTS CAST THEIR SHOWERS
BEFORE.
Past is the Winter numbing ;
The Spring-time fast is coming ;
Soon in each nook,
My babbling brook,
By thee will bees* be humming,

Half-hid in flowers—now growing—
Then blooming—whilst, on-flowing,
Thy charming stream,

Thro’ changing gleam
And shifting gloom, keeps showing.

How—glancing in the glory
Of Sol’s rays, raining o’er thee—
Bright brook, thoul't shine!
His light divine—
Half-veiled—will, con amzore,
Thy trouts bring on their rising
At March-browns appetising ;
T’ll hook a lot—
If LZuck I've got—
The deadly lure disguising.

Last Monday—by the Powers |
That seventh of March of ours—
There fell that day
(As Pat would say)

Our first of April-showers.

I said “ You'll make, old fellow,
The primrose yet more yellow,
And violet, sir,
Peep purplier,
You are so soft and mellow |
¢ And if snowdrop and crocus
Within my muse’s focus
* Come not, you know
Those blossoms blow
Ne'er where you seek to soak us.

¢ Nurselings of Art—not Nature’s
Free-born, wild-floral creatures
That to yon skies
Our thoughts bid rise—
The angler’s moral teachers.

““Good day! sweet Angling-weather ;
But when, with fur and feather,
Me on the feat
You chance to meet,
We’ll chat again together.” S oto :
ASTRIT S B

1

" March 12th 18371

teasts
f

* Umble-bees, as Uriah Heep Wéuld say. .

" Mgs. F. Y. Brocas, Artificial Fly Dresser, 4, Mill-street, Conduit-street, Hanover-
square, London, W.' -Aistock of best flies always on hand, ‘Flies made tp pattern. Lessors
in fly making given.—[Apvr.] 4 SRR = i

j : I

- CORRESPONDENCE.

[ Wedonot hold ourselvesresponsible foropinions expressed byour Correspondents.]

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.
A LovER OF THE SPORT.—You had better get Stewart’s ¢ Practical Angler?’ ;

it can be had of Mr. W, J. Cummins, fishing-tackle maker, of Bi hop’s
Auckland, for 2s. 8d. in stamps.

J. C., Little Tower Street.—The only place we know of that would suit you is
Winchester. The trout run large, are very numerous, and a skilled hand
will always make a fair basket. You cannot get good trout-fishing by
paying for it nearer than Winchester.

H.T.H.—In the GAZETTE for 1879 and 1880 we published some recipes for var-
nishing rods.

THEOR YSROFSARTIFICIA L EETES

S1r,—Verily I am overwhelmed with all the opprobrious epithets and inuen-
dos that have fallen on my head for having set forth an opinion on the use of
artificial flies which does not fall in with that of Mr., G. F. Horsley. His
letter, written in answer to mine (after second thoughts, I suppose, as ‘‘it
would have been a waste of time, and unprofitable to explain his knowledge

(?) and experience to one who seems fast wedded to Pennell’s theory of three |
flies,”” which is untrue, as; though I use only four flies, they are not Pennell’s)—

his letter, I say, deals with a subject on which there are dozens of widely differ-
ent opinions, and having found some one who does not hold the same theory as
himself, he forthwith proceeds to pour forth his invectives against him with
totally unnecessary warmth. However, I will try to answer some of his wrath-
ful arguments (?) in as mild a tone as my ruffled spirit will allow. I suppose
that Mr. Horsley is a well-known and widely celebrated angler, or else he would
hardly have the “cheek’’ to call Mr, Pennell’s theoryon flies ““theoretical stuff,’’

as Mr, Pennell asserts in his ¢ Practical Angler,”’ that he has tested his ¢ three-
fly system’’ (here called ¢ theoretical stuff’’) in nearly every river and lake of
Great Britain and Ireland, and by their use has always secured a larger and
heavier basket than any other anglers that accompanied him. I presume,
therefore, that his opinion on flies is worth something, and not merely ¢ theo-

retical stuff,”” as Mr, G. F. Horsley is pleased to call it. He next cites an in-
stance of which I dcn’t see the point at all, as it is a well-known fact that
when trout are rising at any particular fly on the water, they will usually rise far
better at an artificial one of an entirely different species. Mr. Horsley next
remarks that the ¢ °three-fly system’ is only adapted to cockney sportsmen ; *’

here, I think, Mr. Horsley’s ¢ cheek’’ reaches a climax, in coolly calling such
great authorities as Mr. Pennell and Mr. Stewart cockney sportsmen, for hold-

ing opinions opposite to bis own. The latter gentleman, who advocates the

use of six flies only, is under Mr. Horsley’s ban, I suppose, and his opinion on
this subject merely ¢ theoretical stuff’’! In stating that the *colour ofa fly does
not die out before it has earned its just reward,” I think Mr. Horsley must
have been wandering in his mind. As a matter of fact the colour dies out of
a fly almost immediately, or very soon after it is put into the water (by that

time, I suppose, it has earned its just reward), and this is one of the greatargu-

ments against the ‘“ many-fly ”’ system.

In conclusion, let me state that it is now three seasons ago since I becams an
adherent to the three-fly, or rather four-fly system (for I uce four only); and far
trom ¢ keeping the result a profound secret,’’ as I am gratuitously advised to
do by Mr. Horsley, I am now convinced that it is as sound a theory as the
other one, since I have nearly always equalled and often times exceeded the
takes made by my brother anglers. ~ Of course I don’t deny that the opposite
theory is & good one, also, but mine saves time and trouble, and fly-fishing
thereby loses none of its charm for me ; but I hold that Mr. Horsley ought at
least to allow others to have opinions as well as himself, and not write an angry
letter against the theories of people which may be just as good as his own.—I
am, &c., BLUE Dunw.

April 3rd,

FEEDING OF SPAWNING FISH.

Sir,—I don’t quite agree with your correspondent, Mr, William Bailey,
when he says fish never bite, only when they are in condition. For instance,
roach will take the fly off the weeds, they are at the same moment depositing
their spawn on; and chub will take the locust on the very gravel they are
spawning on, and barbel will take the cod bait when the spawn is running
from them, and dace will take fly when rough as a file; and,all the world
knows, old kelts will take anything from a spoon to a knife or fork.

Nottingham. FisH AND SPORTSMAN’S FRIEND.

AN EXTRAORDINARY INCIDENT.

SIR,—A rather curious incident occurred to an acquainiance of mine while
fishing in some private water near here. He was fishing for trout with the
worm, and had, as he supposed, hooked a fish, but what was his astonishment
in pulling out the line to find, instead, a half-digested frog attached by the leg
to the hook. Evidently the fish had taken the frog some time before, and, in
swallowing the worm, the hook instead of fastening in his throat, caught the
frog’s leg.—Yours truly, A. \VELLESSLEY WARNER,

Midland Counties’ Angling Repository,

121, Broad Street, Birmingham, April 2, 1881.

(We have read scores of curious fish stories, but we think this beats all.
—ED.)

A NEW REMEDY FOR PARALYSIS.

S1ir,—1I see by your paper (which I take weekly) that Mr. Thos. Newton has
had an attack of paralysis. As I do not know him, I veature to write to you
about what I know from personal experience is a sure cure for the same.

I feel that when any ene is aware of that which may be the means of saving
valuable lives it is his duty to make it known.

I send you a book about this treatment (it is adopted in most of the French
hospitals), which only requires to be tried to make a convert of any sufferer
from almost any form of malady, for you will see that it promotes equalisa-
tion of circulation and breaks up congestions., And what is disease but con-
gestion ?
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sweet intercourse I have had with nature in her midsummer
night’s beauty ; none but sportsmen can enjoy these things as
they ought to be enjoyed, and I am weak enough to say that
fishing on a summer’s evening with the moth for chub is a sport
for me, at least, of the highest order.

But hold, I am makiag a most sweeping digression, and must
pull up, forI was going to look at a few names the chub is known
by and take his part generally. Izaac Walton called him
 Cheven,” ““ Chevin,” and “ Chevender,” and by some of these
names he is still known in certain districts ; and Father Izaac
also says, “ Oh, it is a great loggerheaded chub ;” and some
modern writers, in speaking of him, call him ¢ loggerhead ;*’ but
one modern writer had actually the cheek to call him ¢ chuckle-
headed.” The Scotch call him  Skelly;” the Welsh ¢ Penci; ”’
and the Swedes ¢ Kubb,” which latter means “ alump of wood.”
Now, if we look at these names, we can see that most of them
are alluding to the head of the chub (which is, by the way, called
in some districts ““ the large-headed dace”), but why he should be
called big-headed, &c., &c., I really cannot imagine, for I have
had asplendid specimenof 21 1b. weight, and laid him broadside on
the grass, and really his head does not look at all out of proportion
to this body ; shoulders, broad and vast ; belly, deep and rounding
off ; back, a trifle hollow, and ending in a fairly broad spread of
tail ; but no, look at him from that standpoint, and his head is
not out of proportion. If you stare him in the face, perhaps he
does look a little full-faced, and he has rather a large mouth, but
he really does not deserve the names of “ loggerhead,” ¢ chuckle-
head,” &c., &c., that are so often applied to him. Why anglers
who angle for pleasure delight to sit on the chub and call him
names, I cannot imagine. These people ought to be the last in
the world to call him, for there is not another coarse fish that is
such a pleasure to capture, nor that can be taken by such a
variety of ways, and then for a few minutes he fights well, so they
need not grumble on that score. True, he is not worth salt
when you come to cook him; for he is woolly watery, and
disagreeable, and has such a plentitude of small bones that to eat
him would almost be to risk being choked ; but I have nothing
to with cooking him, my business is to catch him, and I maintain
that he is a handsome fish ; and, as a sporting fish in all weather,
he has not his equal among the so-called coarse fish.

Since writing the previous article about weight of a chub, I have
have had authentic information about a chub that I should
suppose to be the biggest one ever taken out of the Trent with
rod and line. It appears that a Newark angler, named Frank
Sims, was some years ago fishing for chub below Newark at what
is called the foot of the lawn at Wenthorp, when he was lucky
enough to take and safely land a monster that weighed eight
pounds. I Dbelicved this fish suffered the indignity of being
cither baked, boiled or stewed, when it ought to have been made
beautiful for ever, and not only it, but Frank himself, ought to have
been pat in a glass case. These facts are well known among
certain anglersat Newark.  Any one doubting the statement that
would take the trouble to write to David Slater, fishing-tackle
maker, would have the statement verified. It would be a glorious
chub. Should notI like to handle such an one. Why, I should

think my mission on earth was fulfilled, and Ishould have nothing
else worth living for.
(T'0 be continued.)

THEORY = OF = ARTIFICTAT, ELIES:
AM glad that my theory on artificial flies has called forth such
a courteous argument from the other side of the question as
that of Mr. Walbran’s, and I hope I may be allowed to say a few
words in reference to it.

In the first place, though it may rob fly-fishing of some of its

charm, but very little, I think, it certainly saves an immense
amount of time and trouble if the angler only uses about four
varieties of flies for his pursuit. It is often very difficult to tell
what flies are out on the water, especially in the days of early
spring, when one seldom sees any at all. Mr. Walbran remarks
in his article, *“To my mind, the chief enjoyment of this kind of
fishing (fly-fishing) is to match your flies with those upon the
water, and then, by casting them lightly as thistledown, deceive
the fish with an imitation of the very fly that they are feeding
upon.” All this sounds very well in theory, but I think Mr.
Walbran must admit that artificial flies are very imperfect imita-
tions of natural ones, and that trout can hardly be supposed to
take all the various imitations of the same fly, dressed in so many
different ways, for the original one. As I said in my former
letter, I do not see the good of having so many flies only differing
from each other in minor respects, some having a little more
colour than others, as the colour fades in the water, and they
thereby lose their distinction; though Mr. Walbran cites an
incident showing the trout’s nicety of distinction very clearly.
The following is an incident showing the contrary :—One
day last summer, I was fly-fishing on the Derbyshire Wye
in Rowsley Meadows, in company with a friend from Liver-
pool. During the day we each of us used different flies,
myself having blue and yellow dun on my cast, and my friend
employing a red palmer and black gnat to lure the trout, and had
had indifferent success, only catching two brace each. In the
evening my friend changed one of his flies and employed a white
moth in exchange for the black gnat; I used the same I had
during the day. - When we left off we had each taken four more
brace, after an hour’s fishing, during which time the fish scarcely
rose at all, and those that did, came very short. I could see that
they were rising at some little fly, of a kind unknown to me, but
I determined to try whether the fish would not rise at my blue
and yellow duns as well as at the fly on the water. It is no take
to boast of, but I think it shows pretty well that trout may be
caught by any neatly-dressed fly, provided it is a standard one.

Of course, there is no harm in an angler using fiies for every
hour in the day, if it so pieases him, but this practice is attended
with great trouble. It is a great nuisance to have to untie your
flies three or four times a day, and to put fresh ones on; this of
itself is a good reason for using the same. There is no doubt,
on the other hand, that many veteran anglers prefer a good
variety, and maintain that trout can better be enticed by changing
their lure several times a day; but these gentlemen credit the
trout with a nicety of distinction which it is very doubtful they
possess; though on some streams, of course, they are far shyer
and better educated than on others, and require their taste to be
tickled with a neat ‘imitation,” before they can triumphantly be
lifted out of their native element by that most useful invention,
the landing-net, and from thence be transferred to the angler’s
basket, thereafter to be eaten with great relish- where a hard day’s
work to effect their capture has been undertaken by the piscator.
Although opening the stomach of the first fish you catch is doubt-
less a good idea for the disciples of the many varieties system, I
think few anglers would do so; it would be a dirty job, and the
flies inside the trout would not be very easily recognised, being
greatly disfigured. However, I have never tried that way, and so
do not speak from experience. In conclusion, let me again
state, that I think trout can never distinguish between so many
flies as Mr. Walbran would have anglers use; that there is no
difference between many of them, though dressed slightly dif-
ferent in the water, as the colour dies out; that using only four
varieties saves much time and trouble in changing flies; and that
fish may be caught by any standard-fly provided it be neatly tied
and well made. Brue Dun,
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is'considered how strongly and densely these various parties have
concentrated their forces around, in order to carry it by assault.
The reason being there is no other assailable position which will
repay them for their trouble, even with colourable pretexts.

Here there is an appearance of true argument, a something
apparently unaccountable ; a specious mode of settling the diffi-
culty is found, and plausible reasons are adduced. But what is
this vantage ground against which the employers of nondescript
flies so boisterously advance ? The answer to this question is
worthy of a somewhat lengthy expansion, as having to deal with
practical experience by the waterside, and as settling the vexed
question. Entomologists in their fusty libraries, or in museums,
may declare there is no resemblance between their dried specimens
and the artificial copy. The degree of likeness, however, need
not be such that were a specimen from the angler’s flybook placed
in the hands of an entomologist, this learned individual should at
once be able to name the species; the answer, which it is
absolutely necessary that he should give, being, ¢ This combination
of feathers, silk and steel, possesses the general conformation of
the genus ; whilst the size is that of one, two, or more of the
species included therein, to one of which the colour and markings
very closely correspond.” It may at once be exclaimed that * It
. is exact imitation, which the nafiralists advocate ; how then can
the copy be exact, if the specimen may be mistaken for several
species of the same genus that do not differ widely in colour
markings ?” This is hardly a logical way of putting facts and
deductions. Place a specimen of the real insect in the entomo-
logist’s hands, then give him the angler's mimic fly, and ask him
if there is any general resemblance in the latter to the species first
given. 'He will, unless demented, answer at once—* Yes, this is
the result of the handicraft of a very ingenious workman ; there is
indeed, a very striking likeness, the resemblance being not only
generic,but even specific.” The same questions are made to the fish;
the natural fly, a dun, floats with all its proportions fully displayed
down the stream ; a trout observes it, appreciates all its exquisite
beauty and flavour, and swallows it forthwith. A few moments
after, the angler, who has noticed the same insect on the water,
places a feathery imitation before the very trout which, haviag
only just beheld and swallowed the real insect, observes the
mimic; and thinking that a thing having the same delicate
colour and figure must be endowed with flavour as rich, tries to
gulp down the second floating organism, and before finding its
mistake, has become conscious of pricking steel, and an unyielding
tether. But this is not always the case ; the real is taken and the
unreal rejected. To thisthe nondescript anglers add that, finding
their imitation resembling the fly actually on the water was refused,
they have repeatedly put on the cast another fly, of totally different
make, such as red and black hackles, or, in other words, the cow-
dung, sand-fly, black gnat, house-fly, rudely represented ; and that
this new fly has been immediately taken. This is the great fact on
which the rival fishers base their propositions, and starting from,
which they endeavour to overthrow, by crude and absurd theories
the deductions of the true angler, the offspring of years of un-
wearying angling and working out of problems to an end, and not
the growth of new ideas while the old are still unripe. The non-
descript anglers urge that if fish refuse the copy of a fly actually
on the water, and take eagerly that of one which is not there, they
are actually caught by nondescript flies ; and therefore exact imi-
tation, or, in fact, any imitation at all, is quite unnecessary.

A CorrectioN.—The following words (accidentally omitted)
should be added at the end of the first paragraph of Section VI.,

in our issue of April 15, in order to render the sentence complete :—
“It cannot be denied that the imposture is good.” i

(To be continued.)

THE COARSE FISH PROPAGATION SCHEME AND THE
EXPERIMENTS OF MR. CARRINGTON.

THE announcements which appeared in the Freld, the City
: Press, and the FIsHING GAZETTE, to the effect that the
above scheme had been taken in hand by Mr. Carrington, of
fthe Westmimster Aquarium, have been soméwhat misleading, as
we know from conversation with many prominent anglers,
;and we think it our duty to put the matter right as far as it is in our
power to do so. We paid a visit to the Aquarium the other
afternoon and had a very pleasant interview with Mr. Carrington,
,and we have his authority to state that he never for a moment
entertained the idea that any experiments he might undertake in
the hatchingand breeding of coarse fish, should be considered as
the first steps in the direction of re-stocking our rivers. He
agrees entirely with us that this re-stocking must be .done on a
large scale, in the open, andin the neighbourhood of the rivers
to be replenished, and he also agrees with us that this can be
done most easily, cheaply, and successfully. He took us over

his domain, commencing with his beautiful collection of dried *
specimens of crabs, lobsters, live cray-fish, &c., then to the

tanks containing freshwater fish—dace, roach, trout, tench,
jack, &c.—which form a most interesting collection to any angler,
The trout look wonderfully healthy, they are Thames fish, prob-
ably some of those introduced at Maidenhead or Cookham. Then
we saw the Duke of Edinburgh’s pike, which has spawned and
looks in a very emaciated condition. This patriarch prefers one
of his relations as a meal and a two or three pound jack soon dis
appears down his fish-way, when introduced to his notice. Mr

C. informed us that when this pike was presented to the Aquarium

the hooks of the gorge tackle on which it was captured were em
bedded in its throat, and are there now unlessthey have been diges

ted; a post morlem examination will be held on the fish when he °
dies,to determine this point. We next examined the trough in
which the perch spawn was placed (this spawn, we are informed, 3

was not from Walton, but from a private water). The experi
ment has beea quite successful so far, and thousands of fry have
been hatched out and are now about a quarter of aninch in'length

—most beautiful and lively. little fellows they are. We should *
advise Mr. Carrington to turn them into the Serpentine or some
other water before they die, as they certainly will do if kept in

the troughs. He might keep a small quantity, just to see how -

long he can keep them. Only a small portion of the ova has

hatched out, the journey to London having doubtless killed much °
of it. Our readers will see that this is a most interesting experi-

ment, and although it manifestly will never do to take fertilised
ova from ariver in which it has been safely deposited and in
which it has every chance of coming to life naturally, carry it to
London to get a small percentage of fry from it to carry back to
the river! Mr. Carrington’s experiment proves to be true what

we stated many months ago, viz., that the simplest way to stock
a pond with perch, would be to transfer some perch-spawn ¢
from some other water to it and protect it. But we must take
care not to take the spawn from a public water. The A.B.C, §
of our coarse-fish scheme is this:—We obtain parent fish and .
place them in special ponds, &c., in the open, providing every &
facility for deposit of spawn. We protect the spawn and eventually *
the fry from their natural enemies, and then we distribute the

fry wherever it may be wanted. Details of the method to be
followed, will be given at a meeting at the Society of Arts
which is tobe held next month. We are glad to say the three

great angling associations have, through Mr. Geen, applied for :

the room and fixed a day, which will be made known shortly.

A QUICK DRYING VARNISH.

R. BETTENDORY writing to the German Fishing Gazelte, 4
recommends the use of a varnish for use in fly-making and §
hook-tying, made by dissolving gutta-percha in chloroform at

ordinary temperature. If a black colour is  wanted, a little
asphalte can be added. He says this varnish dries quickly, is
not brittle, and resists the corrosive action of the worm fluids.

TESTIMONIAL TO MR. GREVILLE FENNELL.

[The following is a copy of a circular which has been sent to us for
publication. We gladly give it prominence, and trust that our readers
will exhibit their appreciation of the great services of Mr. Greville
Fennell, by heartily supporting this testimonial.—ED.]

THERE are few men living whose life has been more devoted to the

interests of anglers and the ventilation and introduction of angling |

subjects than Mr, g Greville Fennell, or, as he is most extensively
known, ¢ Greville F.”

Mcr. Fennell is now in his 75th year, and at the early age of 18 he
commenced writing on subjects relating to angling, His special aim
at the time was that of making youthful anglers, not only by directing
their tastes to a healthy and quiet pursuit, and diverting their minds
from many less innocent and expensive habits which might prejudi-
cially colour their future life, but by practically carrying out the idea
in presenting the young folks with fishing-rods and all the necessary
tackle.

In the literary world Mr. Fennell has been long known as an accom-
plished writer on the practical character of fish and fishing, not only
in his various publications or writings in magazines, but-as a valued
and able contributor to the Zze/d. His works ‘¢ The Rail and the

Rod,” which have developed nearly all the angling resources of Eng- -

land, and the various railways which afford facilities for getting to
each, have had an extensive sale, and been welcomed and appreciated
by thousands of anglers. :

His public acts of benevolence have been manifested on several
occasions, for, as a talented artist, he hasliberally presented his paint-
ings of scenic excellence to various objects connected with ang}mg
interests, and latterly the Anglers’ Benevolent Society has realise
large sums of money by his gifts. :

_ As during the_entire period of more than half a century of public
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THE FISHING GAZETTE.

MR. JAMES GREGORY, or VYSE STREET, BIRMINGHAM, is
one of the neatest and best makers of artificial baits in this country,
and therefore, in the world ; and he is always devising something
new. ITis last is what he calls the ¢ Wheeldon Salmon and Trout
Bait.”
¢ Archimedean ” principle.

It isa beautifully-made metal bait, made to spin on the
We should prefer a darker colour
for the back than gold, as we have frequently found these very
brilliant spinning baits not half so deadly as more ‘ quietly ”
A dark brown or blue back, and white belly, is
the nearest approach to the colour of the natural bait, and it is
jmpossible to improve on tha/.  For beauty of finish Mr.

coloured ones.

Gregory’s baits are unsurpassed.

DEATH OF MR. HARRY WIX.

UR Lea fishing friends will be very sorry to hear of the death

of the veteran roach-fisher of the Lea. Henry Wix was born
in the year 1804, and was the son of the Rev. Samuel Wix, who was
the Rector of Inworth, Essex, and Vicar of St. Bartholomew-the-
Less, London. DMr. Wix served his apprenticeship with the
Messrs. Rivingtons, of St. Paul’s Churchyard ; and afterwards com-
menced business on his own account as a bookseller and publisher,
in New Bridge Street, Blackfriars, where he published several
valuable works. ITetook an active part in the establishment of the
Bookscllers’ Provident Institution, and acted for twelve years as
onc of its directors. Ilealso advocated the shortening of the hours
devoted to business ; and formed one of a deputation to wait upon
the leading booksellers and publishers, with the view ofinducing
them to close their establishments at an earlier hour, so that the
young men employed might have greater opportunities for self-
improvement.

premises of the London, Chatham, and Dover Railway, he retired

Iis house being required for the extension of the
from business altogether. Being a member of the Stationers’
Company, he has latterly for some ycars been upon the Court of the
He died at his residence, Clay-hill House, Waltham-
stow, on March 27, 1881.—Publishers’ Circular.

Company.

NOVEL USE OF THESRELERHONE,
I Electricité states that M. Dohrn has introduced the telephone in
connection with his scientific explorations of the bed of the Bay
of Naples. By its use the diver and the boatmen overhead are
able to communicate with cach other quickly and intelligibly, a

hint which might be taken advantage of by British divers.

SPRING-FED PooLs.—I was walking with a friend a few years since in some
meadows to the north of London, when seeing some small permanent pools of
water (fed from springs, most likely), the question was asked as to whether fish
would be found therein? Not long after we took a small meshed Dait-net,
and, to our great surprise, out came scveral small carp, bright in the scale, and
in good condition. This was repeated at another pool, with the same result.
My friend returned most of the fish to the water, but took home a couple or so
and placed them in an improvised aquarium.  We tried some water where we
had olten secen water efts (male) and newts (female). No carp were here,
although several of the former creatures were brought to bank. Now, are these
litule carp indigenous (so to spea) to these spring-pools, or were they dropped
there by herons or other water-birds? No such fish are to be found in the
New River, but it is just possible that the ¢‘ancestors’ of these carp might
have been placed in the pools in Queen Elizabeth’s time, when a great portion
of the north of L.ondon was covered more or less with woods, and where the
great ¢ Virgin Queen’’ hawked and hunted.

THE HERO OF THE ‘ GREAT JACK’’ oF NEWBURY.—Mr, Thomas Newton,
a cheery angler, and otherwise very popular with all classes in Newbury, has
unfortunately had a paralytic stroke. Mr. Newton caught the big pike that
weighed close upon 26 Ib., baiting with a live roach of 2 1b.weight. This
bait, singular to note, was uninjured—the rush of sharky driving the roach up
the gut or gimp. An attendant got into the water to help out the big fish.
The capture was made in Sandleford Priory ILake, belonging to Mr. W.
Chatteris, and an extra-parochial district in the borough of Newbury.—
SEQIESE

A Fisu ¢ Stick.”’—Pcople in the West of England seldom sit down to
breakfast or tea without a bit of fish. They procure a holly ¢ fork,’’ or limb
with the forks left upon it, on which they hang small dabs, or joey whiting, or
other cheap fish, over which they throw some salt, and cook a fish as it is
wanted. If any readers of the IF1suiNG GAZETTE should go to the west—say
to Dartmouth or Slapton Saids, let them try the clotted cream, and if possible
the Dittisham plum-jam. Neither will be scon forgotten.—F. H.

CORRESPONDENCE.

[ Wedenot hold ourselves responsible foropinions expressed by our Covrespondents.)

THEORY OF ARTIFICIAL FLIES.

S1R,—When I read “ Blue Dun’s”’ first communication on this matter, I felt
a great inclination to reply to him, yet I thought it would be unprofitable, and
a waste of time explaining one’s knowledge and experience to one who seems
to be fast wedded to Pennell’s theory of ¢ three flies” for all practical
purposes.

I and others who have for thirty or forty years toiled with the rod, and studied
the natural history of the many flies trout are partial to, whether land or water
bred, their particular seasons, their colour, shape and make up, and the times
they are in greatest request—whether morning, noon, or evening—don’t care a
fig for Pennell’s or ¢ Blue Dun’s”’ theoretical stuff. If we chose to select
three or even four flies of general merit to fish with exclusively through the
season, we could easily do so; but would they satisfy us? I rather think not.
‘We will suppose I have been fishing almost every day since the opening of
the season, and it is now say May, and I suddenly resolve to adopt Pennell’s
theory of three flies, and select them accordingly ; the trout are not stirring,
but I cast away, of course. Presently a warm drizzling rain sets in, and I know,
from study and practical observation, that itjis about the time for a certain
little fly to be on, or must make its appearance at any hour, and I keep a sharp
look out. The fish are beginning to ¢ tumble up,” but not at my three
¢ chosen ones,”” and I stop and scan the water carefully, for the fly I am looking
for is a minute little object, with pale blue upright wings and dumpy pea-green
body. Yet there heis to a certainty—the little green cwler fly. My heart
gives a thump, for I know what is in store forme. ¢ Luckily’’ I have the fly
dressed (if Ihad not I could have planted myself in a sheltered corner and
dressed 1t in a few minutes, and this accomplishment has often rewarded me
with a creel full of fish, which the ¢ theory flies”” would not have brought me),
on a No. oo hook, pale pea-green silk, and smallest feather fiom the sea
swallow’s wing dressed hacklewise, and I never think it a ¢ great trouble” to
change a fly, especially when it’s an uncertainty for a certainty ; for lock you,
sir, trouty is now dancing and ¢‘coming home ”’ fast and furious. This is one
instance out of many which occur through the season, and to my thinking
the only effect which ““Blue Dun’s’’ argument can have will be a pernicious
one for all young aspirants to the art, for, if persevered in, it can only end in
disappointment and disgust. The system of the ¢ three-fly theory’’ is only
adapted to the cockney sportsman, who can’t be ¢ troubled ”’ with changing
his fly to something, he is too lazy to learn what. Gutting a trout to find oat
what he’s had for breakfast, would be too ¢ dirty a job’’ for him; whereas,
were I to meet with a man engaged in such an operation, I should pal in with
him at once, as a man aiter my own heart. See him poising on the point of his
penknife the ¢ greatly disfigured ’’ atom from amongst the ‘¢ dirty job’’ lot in
the trout’s stomach. Disfigured it may be, and crushed and minus legs and
wings; but he knows what it means, his mind is made up, and if he has not
its representative ready made, he’s got the materials at hand, and the “ colour
won’t die out *’ before it has earned its justreward. Of course, that man don’t
angle in kid gloves—such people are better at home with their mother and
sisters, if only to save them from catching cold.

In conclusion, I would advise ‘¢ Blue Dun ’’ to carry out his theory to the end
of the season, and keep the result a profound secret, otherwise I think he will
find ifhe sums up that he might with propriety transpose his nom de plume, and
write himself ¢ Dun Blue.”—I am, &c., Jo i HORSLEY.

Southport, March 15.

SIR,—‘Blue Dun,” in his reply to my formerletter onthe above subject, charac-
terises my argument as ““a courteous one,’”’ and I am very glad to think that
he feels that my remarks were made in no unfriendly spirit, but that I wrote
what I did simply from a wish to represent that vast body of anglers who
believe in the other side of the question, who follow nature as their pattern, and
who are guided entirely by the seasons, and the flies that are upon the stream.
There was once a time, many years ago, when I held the same opinions as he
does, but I was not long in discovering my error, and every season that now
passes serves to convince me more and more that the only reliable way of taking
fish with the artificial fly is to match the flies that you are using with the living
ones upon the water, and not only that, but your imitations must be as perfect
in size and colour as it is possible to make them.

It is an old saying, but none the less true, that ¢“ifa thing is worth doing
at all it is worth doing well,”’ consequently I argue that, ifit is necessiry to
imitate a fly at all, that fly must be a more deadly agent if dressed exact to
nature; in fact those two essential points, viz., colour and size, form the very
keynote of the art of fly-fishing, for, however ncatly dressed a fly may be, un-
less it be the exact shape and the exact size of the fly upon the water, it will be
found next to uscless. Ask any noted professional fly-dresser, say Mr, Eaton,
of Starkholmes ; Mr. Ogden, of Cheltenham, Mr. D. Foster, of Ashbourne,
or Mr. Cummins, of Bishop Auckland, whether I am correct in this assertion
or not, and I will guarantee that their answers will be ¢ yes’’ in each case. I
name these four because I know them all to be thoroughly practical fishermen,
and therefore competent judges. Our worthy Editor’s opinion I am already
acquainted with, and therefore do not include his name.

*Blue Dun ”’ goes on to say that, although my argument sounds well in
theory, I must admit that artificial flies are only imperfect imitations of the real
insect. To this Ireply that I am not content with theory, but base my remarks
on actual practice, and have found, during an experience extending over filtcen
years, in which I have devoted the whole of my spare time to fishing, mainly
with artificial fly and almost exclusively for trout and grayling, that, by ad-
hering closely to nature and using imitations of the very flies that the fish are
feeding upon, you kill about three fish to every one that you take fishing hap-
hazard. I do not mean to say for a mowent that a man cannot kill fish by
following out ¢ Blue Dun’s’” theory, but I do most emphatically say that the
other plan answers the best; so that, although he and his friend killed a good
dish on the day that he names, he does not know whether he might not have
doubled his takeif he had only taken the pains to discover what the small fly
was that the fish really were feeding upon.

Now as regards ‘¢ trouble.”” I consider that such a word should be unknown
to the ‘‘born fisherman,” and when I tell ¢ Blue Dun’’ that frequently, during
the suinii, waonths I riseat 4 o’clock a.m., in order to catch the 5 o’clock
train, travel thirty miles, and then walk another seven before I reach my water,
wade all day against a strong current, and return home the same nigh:,
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he will be able to understand that ¢ trouble’’ never enters my mind.
where a day’s fly-fishing is concerned.

With regard to examining the contents of a fish’s stomach, it is not nearly
so dirty an operation as ¢ Blue Dun’’ scems to think, but often proves ex-
ceedingly interesting ; a basin of water, or failing_that the hollow in a rock
filled from the river, and a small pair of scissors, is all that isneeded. You cut
your fish open, turn the contents of its stomach into the water, and when thus
diluted it is easy to distinguish the varicus flies, larva, or beetles that have
been recently swallowed. I have sometimes taken from a trout’s stomach a
solid mass of flies larger than a wood pigeon’s egg.

Sometimes, as ¢ Blue Dun ”’ remarks, you cannot discern any flies upon the
surface of the water. When this is the case, youmust use your own judgment,
and most likely you will discover that it is some water-bred fly that the fish
are taking, such as the water cricket, the sand fly, or the spider fly.

I will just mention another proof which I consider a most conclusive one.
We will suppose that you are starting for a day’s fly-fishing, say in April or
May, then put on your cast a March brown, a blue dun, and a red spinner, you
will find that the fish will show the preference to the first-named flies, which
are in the habit of frequenting the streams in the daytime, but as the afternoon
wanes and evening advances you will see the browns and duns gradually dis-
appear, atd in their stead comes the beautiful transformation of the blue dun
and the red spinner. Now you will find that the flies that have yielded you
good sport in the daytime are almost wholly neglected, and the imitation of
the new comer will be prime favourite. Now I would ask ¢ Blue Dun ” why
this should be, if the fish cannot distinguish the difference. Let him just try
this simple experiment during the coming season, and I think that he will find
my words correct, not only as regards this fly, but also with the yellow dun,
and its imago, the brown spinner, the ironu-blue dun, and its imago, the Jenny
spinner. In a case of this kind I immediately take off the other flies, mount
three different shades of the respective spinners (in order to hit the right colour),
and usually great has been my reward.

And lastly, as the Editor so truly remarks in his footnote to my former
letter, what would become of those pleasant chats around the cosy fire, when
drawn together by that mystic bond of union so cbaracteristic of true anglers,
you compare notes with your neighbour, and pulling out your fly books you
show each other the different patterns of flies, all of which have some tale of
their own to tell? A man once remarked to me on one of these occasions,
«T should think that you would not take a sovereign for that book.” I
would not take ten,”” T replied—not so much for its intrinsic value, but on
account of the memories treasured up in it.

In conclusion, I can only say that *Blue Dun’’ has as much right to possess
a theory of his own as I have—and he may be, for anything that I ktow to the
contrary, both an older and a more experienced angler than myself—still, I must
acknowledge that I hold totally opposite views to his, that they are based on
experience derived from facts only and that facts are stubborn things.—I
am, &c., FrANcCIS M. WALBRAN.

«THE FISHERMAN'S MAGAZINE.”

S1r,—In answer to your correspondent, ¢Blue Dun,” I beg to inform him
that a magazine called * The Fisherman’s Magazine and Review” was pnb-
lished monthly in 1864-5, at 1s. 6d. each, by Messts. Chapman and Hall,
London, and was edited by Cholmondeley Pennell; but was discontinued
after reaching the second volume. It is to be regretted, as it contained a deal
of valuable information for the angler, as well as pleasant day chit-chat; be-
sides; the plates were executed in gold and silver.  The first twelve numbers I
shall be happy to show any angling friend calling at the Iree Library.—I am,

~ &c., CHARLES LINGS.

Leicester, March 28.

TROUT-FISHING NEAR GODALMING.

S1r,—I should be much obliged for information whether there is any good
trout fishing near Godalming or Guildford, and if the water is free or available
by subscription for the day. If not there, where could I go for a day’s fishing
on Easter Monday within™ forty miles of London that would not be greatly
crowded ?—I am, &c., P ATV

[We should advise Winchester ; but Easter Monday is a bad day for getting
quiet fishing anywhere.—ED.]

THE THAMES MUST BE FREE!

S1R,—Last summer an angler, while fishing from a punt in the upper Thames,
near the residence of a well-known baronet, was interfered with, il not rudely
insulted, by stones being thrown into the water close to where he was peacelully
trying his Iures. I forget whether these stones were actually thrown by a lady
who is now in Africa, but at all events, a sort of complaint was written to the
Field that anglers would fish in the said part of the river; but the editor of the
journal in question most unhesitatingly declared that the angler had a perfect
right to fish at the spot indicated, or anywhere else in the Thames. Bravo, Mr.
Francis! Stick to your text! .

Another person—or, at least, another landowner—has, it seems, set up an
exclusive 1ight of fishing in a certain part of the river. It was therefore high
time that these pretentious claims should be settled once and for all; and it was
with this object that Mr. Francis Trancis, Mr. Brougham, and, others sought
an interview with the Finance Committee of the Corporation at the Guildhall.
1 believe few anglers need be uneasy as to the ultimate issue of the steps being
taken to search the ancient charters of the City of London.

The River Thames forms the great heritage of all anglers. The village lad,
who hardly dares even to look over the parish bridge at the spotted *fly-
catchers """ at home, will most likely, in time, add another unit to the Great
City. He will then fear no_magnate, nor magistrate either, so long as he does
his duty well and truly. But he will most likely take to angling—in the
Thames especially. That the ¢ Thames must be Free » there is no manner of
question. These are days of liberal concessions to the noble army of anglers—
not of attempted repression. It would, indeed, be a pretty business if every
landowner on either side of the Thames set up an assertion of “ private rights”’
of fishing where his land was bounded by our river, to the detriment of every-
body else. No. Such a claim will never be set up by His Grace the Dulke of

Westminster for his beautiful Clieveden property; nor by the young Squire
Grenfell for his Taplow estate ; nor by the head of the ancient Roman Catholic
family of Scott-Murray, at Marlow ; nor by the equally historic family of the
Catholic Blounts, of Mapledurham ; nor by the wealthy Crawshays, of Caversham
Park ; nor by Mr, Palmer, of Holme Park, Sonning—among many other

higher and lower resident landowners on either side of our beloved Thames,
from its very source to the tideway at Teddington.

The Corporation of the City of London is all-powerful in protecting the
people’s ancient rights.  The Corporation wrested that splendid heritage—
Epping Forest—from the rapacity of the Essex ¢“land grabbers,”” and gave
back to the people what really was their own, for ever! The Corporation of the
City of London in its municipal capacity will in like manner protect and defend
the rights of the people, especially of all its many thousands of anglers in fishing
everywhereand anywhere in the Thames, for ever, without asking any man’s leave.
And no matter what these alleged ¢ private rights’ may be, they cannot and
must not, by any figment of a bold or reckless conveyancing attorney, be allowed
to over-ride the ancient public rights. As the mist of the valley disappears
before the morning sun, so, I make bold to predict, will these ¢ private rights”
the dissipated once and for all.—I am, &c., AN OLD ANGLER.

WHO MAKES SILVER CUPS FOR CLUB PRIZES ?

S1R,—Could you oblige me by letting me know where I could get a silver

cup to give as a prize to our No. 5 Angling Lodge Society ?—I am, &c.,
Neptune Hotel, Blackburn. JouN HARGREAVES.
[Perhaps some club secretary will kindly answer thiz.—ED]

FISHING AT TUNBRIDGE WELLS.

S1R,—Can any reader ot the FISHING GAzETTE kindly inform me whether
there is any fishing to be had at or near the above town ; not particular as to
sort, but should prefer pike.—I am, &c., THAMES SPINNERAL.

FISHING AT LANCASTER.

S1r,—Can any of your readers kindly give me any particulars of fishing in
the rivers in the vicinity of Lancaster >—I am, &c., VORTEX.

FLY-FISHING FOR ROACH.

SIR,—1I have great pleasure in giving your correspondent, ‘ Caxton,”” a few
hints in natural fly-fishing for roach. The common house-fly is best, or yellow
cowdung fly, if the house-fly cannot be got. The best time is June and July,
in which months roach swarm in mid-water. A small shot on the line is best,
so that the fly sinks an inch or two below the surface under trees or bushes, in
about three or four feet of water. I have taken roach with the house-fly on the
bottom when they would not take any other bait. The roach has a very quiet
way of taking a fly; he does not dash at it like a dace, and he has not the
caution of the chub, I have taken rudd with the same bait in still water, and
in rivers on the surface and on the bottom.—I am, &c., Cas.

FOSTER FUND.

I beg to acknowledge with thanks reccipt of the following subscriptions
towards the above fund :—Penge, 10s. ; Hampstead, 16s. 3d.; United Brothers,
7s.; Hammersmith United, 17s.; Mrs. 8. Williams (fishing tackle manufac-
turer), 10s.; Thos. Spreckley, Esq., 5s.; Stepney, 6s.; Cobden, 3s. 6d.; the
Duke of Norfolk A.S. tos. 6d. Sécretaries are respectfully requested to send
in their lists at once to Mr. Ghurney or myself.—T. HooL¥, hon. sec.

THE MUNDELLA ACT.

S1r,—There are many more anglers of the same opinion as ‘“Shut Out,”
who think the Mundella Act an annoying farce ; but if anything is said against
the Act you are told the angling clubs were the cause ofit. Iam a Thames
angler, and belong to an angling club held in a well-known town ten miles from
London, on the banks of the Thames. ~T'hat club had a match on March 13th.
The fish that were weighed-in consisted cf barbel, bream, dace, jack, perch,
and chub. Al these fish were as full of spawn as they could hold. = There
happened to be a large meeting that night, and all the members present were of
the opinion that we ought to have back the old fence months—from 1st March
to 1st June for all freshwater fish except trout and jack fish; for trout from Ist
April to 1st September, and commence jack-fishing 1st September, and fish for
them right through the winter to the 1st March. I consider the Mundella Act
a complete robbery to our rivers, because anglers are allowed to take the fish
about a fortnight before spawning time, and deprived of angling whenno harm
could be done. It wantsa combination of anglers to submit their views to the
Home Secretary, for him to bring the matter before Her Majesty in Council, to
bhave it altered.” Let us hope something will be donc before another season.—
I am yours, &c., 18110 (6

CLLIB RERGHIS:

ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY.

The next Central return visit will take place on Tuesday, April 5, at the
Anchor and Hope, William the Fourth, Canal Bridge, Old Kent Road.—A.
SHAKEL, sec.

March 28.

CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY,

Our retarn visit (Eastern District) took place on Tuesday evening, 22nd ult.,
our large room being well fi'led with company, Mr. Fowler, of the Sir Hugh
Myddleton, in the chair, faced by Mr. Barr, of the Little Indcpgndent, Mr.
Duadmarsh pianist. We had some excellent harmony by the following gentle-
men :—Messrs. Fowler, Barr, Parkins, Langdon, Bonvoisin (r_ecnanon), Latch,
Wells, Muddiman, Jeunings, Head, Small, Plumstead, jun., Shearman,
Scarrott, Hyde, Dear, Boyle, G. Oram, and Sparrow. At the roll-call the
following clubs were represented .__Amicable Brothers, Alliance, Amicable
Waltonians, Hoxton Brothers, Reform, Convivial, North-Eastern, Alexandra,
West Central, Norton Folgate, Hearts of Oak, Eustonian, Little Independent,
Sir Hugh Myddleton, and City of London. Also the following clubs not on
the Eastern District list :—Anchor and Hope, Bostonian, Bridgewater Broqmrs,
Cadogan, Clerkenwell Piscatorial, Duke of Norfolk, Knights of Knightsbridge,
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James Haslett in one day pioneered his customers to the capture
of 147 1b., and this year, although the report was unnecessarily
contradicted, he caught - 751b. There will, therefore,
be no difficulty as to bream. Although I have
not included jack in my selection, I fully believe for some places
their propagation would be desirable, and many owners of private
waters where they have been almost fished out would be glad to
replenish their stock. The demand for these fish in ‘those places
would, I apprehend, be great. Therefore, whilst only mention-
ing those which I think best for the lower Thames, I am satisfied
Mr. Marston will be making his scheme generally complete by
including all the species of coarse fish. If a meeting is called for
the purpose of carrying out his suggestion, I shall make a point to
attend, unless some important official duties keep me in another
direction. ' In the largely-increasing number of anglers, we want
our stocks of fish keeping up ; and, 3s a necessary supplement to
this, we shall require what I think is coming—a general law of
the sizes of fish in their minimum measurements. The clubs and
owners of water will have the option of making their own stan-
dard above tlose sizes, as, for instance, in jack, where some clubs
will not recognise them of less weight than 3 lb., and proprietors
of privatewaters prohibit their capture,or, rather, retention, under
4 1b.—live baiting or the decad gorge in the latter places not being
permitted. Mr. Marston is rendering cffeclive assistance to
anglers by his various movements, and I am sure he will be en-
couraged and supported in carrying them out; and, referring Lo his
latest, as Messrs. Francis Francis, Frank Buckland, and Stephen
Ponder were the pioneers of fish-culture in England in respect to
salmon and trout, he will become, as I have said before, the pio~
neer of coarse fish propagation, the latter being the most desirable
for the benefit of all-round anglers, whose number is legion. B.

AUTUMNAL GRAYLING FISHING.
By Francis WALBRAN. :

(Continued.)

JESUMING the list of flies that are most suitable for this

class of fishing, we next come to:

No. 11.—SmALL OL1vE Broa.—Wings, starling’s quill feather,
stained in onion dye ; body, yellow silk; cobbler’s wax ; legs, olive
stained hackle ; tail, two strands of the same. Remarks: This fly
should be dressed small, and is a certain killer of grayling when
they are on the feed during September, October, or November.

No. 12.—THE BrowN OwrL.—Body, brown fur from a hare’s
face, ribbed with fine yellow silk; wings, the pale brown quill
feather from a brown owl’s wing ; legs, a red hackle stained in cop-
peraswater. Remarks: This is a very favourite fly with some of the
localfishermen onthe Wharfe, both in early springand late autumn ;
one gentleman of my acquaintance uses it all the season, and
speaks very highly of its killing properties, but I- cannot say that
I ever met with much success when I used it ; however, being a
noted fly in this district, I include it in my list.

No. 13.—THE LitTLE Brack.—Body, orange silk, with a mor-
sel of magpie's harl to form the head; wings, taken {from the
dark part of a starling’s quill feather ; legs, a furness hackle.
Remarks: An excellent fly for grayling during the time that
the ant flies are upon the water. 1 once killed thirteen good gray-
ling with this fly alone on a dull day in September, whan fishing
on the Yore, near Ripon, and have ever since had a very high
opinion of it.

No. 14.—TuE BLue Mmcr. — Wings, feather from water-
hen’s neck; body, lead coloured silk; legs, grizzled hackle.
Remarks: This is a fly recommended by Jackson to be used on
mild days in autumn and early winter, especially when likely for
rain ; on such days I can vouch for its killing properties, as I have
sometimes had very good sport with it both on the Yore and
‘Wharfe ; it must, however, be dressed very small and neatly.

No. 15.—Tne Pare Brur Broa.—Body, mole’s fur spun
sparingly on straw - coloured silk ; wings, the fine pale
blue feather from a sea swallow. Remarks: Jackson does
not mention this fly at all, neither does he the whirling
blue dun. I am rather surprised at this, as they are both
on the water at the same time, and are equally well taken
by grayling; Ronald calls it the little pale blue dun, his pattern
being very similar to the one given aboye.

No. 16.—THE GREY Goost Dun.—Body, lead-coloured silk ;
legs, dark dun goose hackle ; wings, starling’s quill. Remarks:
This pattern is one given by Mr. Tord, in the work
of his alluded to previously; I have not yet tested it myself ; al-
though I hope to do so shortly. Since the first portion of this
article appeared I have received a letter from Mr. Ford, in which
he tells me that this fly is a good grayling killer, and I can easily
believe it, judging from its.appearance. Mr. F. recommends the
angler to vary the shades of body and wing.

No. 17.—THE Epex FrLv.—Wings from the oulside wing
covert of the sea swallow; legs a honey dun hackle; body, pale
buff, or light straw-coloured silk,waxed with transparent wax ; tail,
two or three fibres from a buff hackle of a Cochin China hen;
Remarks: This pattern is given by Mr. Aldam in his incom-
parable work on artificial flies. I had some made up on the
strength of his recommendation, and found them kill both trout
and grayling very well on the Yore and Wharfe. The best
months to use it is from the end of June until the end of
October. 2

No. 18.—DaArk Grry Minct.— Wings, dark grey, feather of
partridge ; body, brown or olive silk; legs, grey partridge or
grizzled hackle. Remarks: Jackson gives this pattern, but, 'for
my own use, I prefer a simple partridge hackle, made ecither
with yellow or orange silk or body.

Since the issue of the first portion of this article, I have received
numerous letters from brother anglers, who have kindly sent me
both patterns and samples of grayling flies, but T am especially
indebted to A.R.I.LE.L., whose charming piscatory stanzas are
always so welcome to the readers of this journal, for a really
splendid collection of flies. The patterns had been given to him
by a friend in Derbyshire, who is a very great expert among both
trout and grayling, and the flies that were sent to me wore tied
from these patterns by Mrs. 1. Y. Brocas, 4, Mill Strect, Ilanover
Square, London. This is the first specimen of this lady’s handi-
work that I have seen, and I certainly never saw a more beautiful
sample of small flies—the duns in particular arc most artistically
tied, the wings standing up in a very natural manner. I cannot
classify this collection or give their proper names, as I do not
know them, but no doubt Mrs. Brocas will be able to supply the
patterns to any angler wishing to give them a trial. I may mention,
however, that one set of {lies comprised five patterns, that are
a cross between the orange bumble and the cochybondhu, all
varying in the colour of their bodies and hackles. They appear to
me very likely flies to induce Mr. Salmo Thymallus to show up on
days when there is a0 particular fly upon the water, and I hope
during next week to give them a careful trial.

To some anglers who believe in only a limited selection of flies,
the foregoing may seem to be a rather extensive list; but I use
the greater part of them myself, and can answer for their practical
utility in this, my favourite branch of the gentle art. I will now,
however, leave the subject of flies, and, after giving a few hints to
beginners, will conclude my paper with a glance at the other
methods of taking grayling during the winter months.

Your casts should be made of either single hair or the very
finest drawn gut; for although, when in the humour, a grayling
rises more boldly than a trout, if your tackle be coarse or your
fly be a bad imitation, he will refuse it at once. One of the
finest qualities that a would-be proficient at grayling fishing must
possess is a quick eye and a ready hand, as manya time all that
the angler sees is a white gleam under the surface of the water
—when you see that strike at once with a gentle turn of the wrist,
and nine cases out of ten you find yourself fast in a fish. When
hooked never attempt to hold him as you would do a trout, but
let him run out as much line as he likes. I very seldom lose a
grayling when once I have hooked him, and I attribute it
entirely to this cause, as their mouths are so tender that the
least drag is suflicient to tear the hook from its hold ; the landing
net should always be used. When grayling will rise to the fly,
which is generally the case if the weather is at all likely, I should
not wish to use other means for their capture, but there times
when they turn sulky, and refuse flies both on the surface and
below the surface of the water, but at such times the angler will
find that they will take either a small red worm or a maggot
readily. ‘The tackle must consist of about three yards of the
finest drawn gut, a No. 2 hook, a single split shot, placed about
twelve inches above the bait, and a very small unobtrusive quill
float. Fish the edges of the streams, eddies behind stones, and
at the tail end of the pools, your bait being about six inches
from the bottom. As soon as ever your float gives the slightest
indication of a bite, strike at once with a gentle upward stroke,
and play the fish gently as in fly-fishing. When using maggots
for bait, it is a good plan to carry a little well-soaked pearl barley
with you to throw in as feed {rom time to time, as it draws the
fish together, and does not neccssitate the waste of maggots,
which are articles of value during the winter months.

Another way to fish for grayling during the winter is by using -

the “ grasshopper,” which is an artificial bait, only resembling
the insect, from which it derives it name, in colour. It consists
of a No. 5 hook wrapped round with thin sheet lead until the size
of a small gooseberry, only longer in shape ; over this crimson and
green wool is wrapped in alternate rings, and the affairis com-
plete. What the fish take it to be is a marvel to me; suffice to
say that they do takeit, and generally the largest grayling. The
method of fishing it is to aftach it to a fine gut cast about three
yards in length ; put two or three maggots into the hook, and
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cast the bait into any swirly hold or deep stream likely to be
tenanted by grayling, allow it to touch the bottom, and then
draw it up a few inches gently, sink and draw again and so on
until the whole of the water is thoroughly searched, As soon as
ever you feel the tug of a fish strike instantly,* Curjous to relatg,
this method of killing grayling is confined almost entirely to the
streams of the Worcester district ; in fact, on some waters in
that county it is prohibited on account of itg slaughtering pro-
perties. But although, out of curiosity, I have tried it in Yorkshire,
yet I cannot say that I met with great success, and several other
anglers of my acquaintance haye tried it with similar results. The
same gentleman who so kindly sent me the red tag and several
other Worcester patterns of grayling'flies, also sent me two or three
specimens of ¢ grasshopper,” varying in both size and colour, giv-
ing me the fullest instructiong for their use, but, according to my
experience, they do not answer on the grayling streams of this
county. Possibly the fish are more highly educated, and consider
these monstrosities an insult to their good taste, One can enter
into Mr. Ronald’s theory of palmers representing caterpillar, but
I am certain that no living creature yet existed that in the
slightest degree resembled these combinations of wool and
lead. Ishould alsoadd that the gentleman referred to recommends
a long bamboo roaching rod for this class of fishing,

This, T belicve, exhausts all the recognised means of taking
grayling during the autumn and winter months ; but there is stjll
another way in which they are taken at times and concerning
which T have been more puzzled and entered into more arguments
than any other subject connected with trout and grayling fishing.
I allude to taking them when spinning the minnow for trout ; how
many times I have been derided for even naming such a thing,
and how many times I have put the scoffers to rout by proving
it to them practically I should be sorry to have to recount, but 1
believe that I can assert without fear of contradiction, that I have
killed as many, if not more, grayling with minnow than any other
man in Yorkshire, on one occasjon taking four fine fish in suc-
cession.  A.R,I.E.L. has enlightened ;my mind more than any
other author on the subject, his explanation being that grayling
will, and do, take the minnow when presented to them under cer-
tain conditions; and consequently, as very few men fish the
minnow in exactly the same way, the diversity of opinion arises,
I have generally found them take the minnow under the following
circumstances, and should feel much pleased if A.R_I1.E.L. would
kindly inform us if his own experience is identical :—

1st. When the water is perfectly low and clear.

znd. When wading up-stream, and employing the very finest of
tackle and smallest of minnows,

3rd. When using the natural minnoyw only.

4th. When spinning very slowly, or when the bait is just veering
round with the stream.

I may add that I have met with a single exception to the 3rd
condition, viz., one day when a friend of mine took three fish with
a small Devon minnow much to his astonishment, as he previously
had been sceptical on the subject,

In conclusion, I hope that the above remarks may elicit some
further information from such experienced grayling” fishermen as
Mr. Eaton, Mr. Bullock, of Derby, Messrs, Foster, Bros.,
A.R.LE.L’s friend “X,” or many others whom I could mention,
and who have, no doubt, various reasons to adduce.

Of course I wish my readers to clearly understand that I do
not for one minute recommend the minnow as a bait for grayling,
but simply mention the fact that they do take it at times’; and
should, if possible, like to solve the question why some anglers
catch them frequently when fishing in this manner for trout, and
other men, possessing perhaps more skill and greater experience,
have never once accomplished the feat.

* [This description of using the grasshopper is not quite correct. A small
white quill float is placed two or three feet from the bait ; you then let the bhait
sink slowly to the bottom and mark the depth of each dip by the float; if at
your next dip the white float does not g0 so far under water, strike, for the

grayling rises and meets the descending bait, and the great secret is to know,

from the stoppage of the float for a second, when he has done so, then you strike
gently.—Ep. ]

A FEW NOTES FROM WESTMORELAND.

OUR fishing season is now over here, at least so far as trout

salmon, and that genus is concerned. No doubt plenty of
sport could yet be had amongst the coarse fish, roach, pike, and
perch in the various streams and pieces of water where they
abound. But, as a rule, our Westmoreland fisherman turns up his
nose at such fish. It is not very long ago that one man fishing
in the Preston and Kendal Canal, close to the latter place took in
about two hours some 435 1b. weight, 2 pike averaging about 2 1b.
weight each. This canal would be a splendid place for fish were
it not 1un off so often. Lately certain lengths have been drained
yearly, or even ofterer, to allow repairs to the banks where they

may have given way. At times a good many anglers from the
Lancashire colliery districts visit the canal near Kendal. Gene-
rally they bring plenty of provender with them, a lantern, and
camp out in the open all night, coming, say on the Saturday after-
noon, and returning home on Monday. Tickets are now required
for fishing in the canal, but the cost of them is but nominal. In
the Kent we have in places plenty of roach, and sadly too many
pike, Windermere swarms almost with pike and perch; but
the fishermen do not care about going out for them in the autumn
and milder winter months. Indeed such fish in the north here
are not valued nearly so highly as they deserve to be, Most of
the tarns and lakes likewise contain perch, and many of them
pike. Winfell tarn, about four miles from Kendal has an abun-
dance of jack and rudd, and roach. Skelsmergh tarn is full of
roach. I once saw a small carp taken out of this latter sheet of
water, the only specimen I ever saw in Westmoreland. There has
been very good salmon-fishing in this district during the season,
both nets and rods taking more than usual, The largest fish caught
with the nets was 32 Ib., the best on record for this river ; with the
rod one of 16 Ib., altogether, I should say, the rods had about 6o
salmon for their share in that river, The nets would probably
take a ton of fish, morts and salmon, from the Kent itself. Then
more were of course caught on the sands. The Leven and Dud-
don have not yielded so well as has been known in other years.
A few salmon were caught in Windermere. Throughout the whole
district of the Kent, Bela, Leven and Duddon Board, trout fish-
ing was, during the past season, not quite up to the average. In
the spring char were very plentiful in Windermere, and towards
summer capital takes were had by fishing with the plumb line.
One of the county police caught a ‘man grappling near Brigsteer
last week, The unfortunate poacher threw dut a sea trout which
almost hit the constable on the head. Doubtless he will be pro-
secuted. Nothing further has been made of the fish poisoning
which occurred between Burneside and Kendal nearly twomonths
ago. The fish disease is very bad amongst the salmon, salmon-
trout, and morts in the lower portions of the Kent just now, in-
deed, it has been so for two months or more. The other day,
though the water iwas swollen and discoloured, I saw about eight
salmon and a large number of trout badly affected with saproiegnia
Jerax in about a mile of water, Most of the trout lay at the
bottom of the river dead. It appears to me that this mysterious
disease is likely to be more destructive to the fish here than it was
about three years ago.—SpriNT, |

THE GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY.

’]"HE rules and regulations of this very flourishing society have

just reached us, and very good they are. A very capital
feature in connection with this club is the reading of papers on
angling subjects by members, Mr. T. Crumplen, the energetic
hon. scc., recently read a valuable paper on the *‘ Decrease of
Fish in the Thames and its Causes,” which we hope to have the
pleasure of publishing. On Thursday last, Captain Alfred read a
paper on ‘Jack Fishing ;” on the 24th, Mr. Wheeldon will dis-
course on the ““Science of Angling.” Mr. Jardine is down for
what must prove a very interesting paper on ¢ Up-stream Fly-
fishing v. Down-stream Fly-fishing”: and Mr. Geo. Austin for
one on ‘“Izaak Walton and Sir Thomas Gresham,” Dr. Brunton,
Mr. S. C. Harding, and other members are also on the list. They
deserve the encouragement of all anglers, and we trust other
London clubs will follow suit; we notice with pleasure thac the
Liscatorial Society does not mean to be behind the age in this
respect, and last Monday night Mr. W. B. Adlington read a paper
at that society on ““ Jack Fishing,” which was very greatly ap-
preciated by the members. The Piscatorials should get Mr.
Adlington to read a paper on fishing for trout with the ‘“Alexan-
dra” fly. Few anglers have had more experience or killed more
fish with this deadly fly-minnow. We are sometimes asked to
“keep dark” on this Aléxandra business, but the sole aim and
object of our paper is to throw light on all angling matters, and
to give a fair field to all.

WEST CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON AND
: PROVINCIAL ANGLING CLUBS.

SPECIAL, and important meeting will be held on Friday,
A the 18th inst, when it is requested every sociely enrolled,
will send delegates. Chair taken at o p.m.
. S : T. Hoorg, Hon. Sec.

' LOB WORMS.—In consequence of the difficulty experienced by London
anglers in procuring lob-worms, Mr. Gillett, fishing” tackle maker, of No. 40,
Fetter Lane, has arranged to keep a constant supply; also of other worms
and gentles, &c.—ADpvyT,




110

{

THE FISHING GAZETTE.,

[MarcH 5, 1881,

sufficiently rough to require considerable exertion to overcome
them; and in nine cases out of ten, when I returned to my
lodgings after spending the day in the open air, instead
" of being in a mood to concoct verse, I was in a state of incipient
somnolence. And so matters went on for a while, until I found
that something more than mountain air and the vicinity of poets
was required to make a rhymester of me. Could I even have
composed anything to equal the following, a result of Words-
worth, I should have been satisfied :
¢ My brother Jack was nine in May,
And I was eight on New Year’s Day;
So in Kate Wilson’s shop
Papa (He’s my papa and Jack’s)
Bought me last week a doll of wax
And brother Jack a top.”

Any rhythm I ever had in me had departed, so the next best
thing, and the one nearest akin to poetry, I took to —fishing. I
had angled a bit on several prior occasions, and was, amongst
those who knew me, considered rather an adept at throwing a fly.
I had a rod with me and flies and landing-net and pannier and
other paraphernalia an angler always possesses. There was
plenty of fishing in Windermere and in the tarns at the top of the
mountains and in other lakes, Grasmere, Rydal, &c. I followed
my sport for several days witha commendableamountof success. In
returning home one afternoon I met with an old man, who, after
examining my troutand inquiring where I had fished, recommended
me to try Low Water as being a capital place for big fish. Indeed,
he said it held larger trout than any other lake or tarn in the Lake
district. On making inquiry of the fellow as to the spot’s where-
abouts, I found it was onthe other side of the lake, near Coniston,
and close to the Old Man. “What old man?” said I. “Oh,
£ mountain. It's a great big hill right over there,” pointing in
a direction rather to the south-west of where we were standing.
He moreover said there was a ““girt troot”* in Low Water that
nobody could catch. This settled me ; and after having tea, had
me rowed across the lake, and walked on to Coniston the same
evening, in order that I might make my ascent to Low Water,
which, by the way, lies unusually high, early next morning. I
stayed all night at the Black Bull, Coniston, and of course made
inquiry as to my destination and its trout. The information con-
veyed by the man the same day appeared quite true, and I was
promised a capture of such fish as had not hitherto fallen to my
lot, besides a chance of hooking ‘‘the monster of the water.”
Natives to whom I talked gave some alarming tales of its size
One said it was as big as ‘““that clock-case,” pointing to a huge
old-fashioned clock, which could not be less than six feet in
height and of proportionate width. Another said it was as “lang
as yon table,” and the object to which he drew attention extended
nearly the full length of the kitchen before the roaring fire at
which we sat. The landlady put in her word, and said she had
heard her husband talk of this fish often enough, and it was so
big that it always broke away with any tackle by which it was
hooked. Indced, a clerk at the copper mines had once put on
his rod a strong pike line, and baiting with a trout about % Ib.
weight, had hooked the monster ; which after playing some time
took right across the tarn, running off all his line, and pulling the
angler into the water up to his middle. The tackle still refused
to break, the fish continued to rush the rod
was reluctantly parted with, and the big trout went on
his way. Two days after the rod and line were found at the
further end of the tarn, and, strangely enough, the hooks were
still intact, but the bait was gone. After treating the company
to a gallon of ale, and making arrangements to be called and have
breakfast early, I went to bed. To sleep—to dream that the big

and as

*Anglais, big trout.

trout was hooked the very first throw, and that, on landing him, I
found him to be nothing but a minnow—a big one, though, which
weighed just 1f 1b. ! Considering all things, I did not rest so
very uncomfortably. after all; and by four o’clock was down and
making a furious attack upon some bacon collops and eggs. The
inner man fortified, and a sufficiency of provisions to last during
the day being obtained and handed over to the care of the village
shoemaker, who was to be my guide, we set off past the Old Haw
in high spirits. It would take me an hour to tell you of all the
beauties we saw in our mountain walk, and the tales and legends
of the neighbourhood with which my guide enlivened what could
never have been a tedious journey. Every hill and hollow seemed
to have some marvellous story attached to it. TFairies played in
one, and the the ghost of a murderer haunted the other. Atlength
the tarn isin sight. We looked down upon it from the summit
of a rock, which appeared impossible of descent.
guide soon found a rough road, by which we got down to the
water’s edge; and when there we rested and refreshed.
In about half an hour I had got up my rod and
commenced fishing. I tried all places, likely and unlikely,
but without seeing a fish, and was about giving up in disgust
when there was a great splash at my top fly. The fish, however,
failed to hook himself, but did not fail to put the village shoe-
maker into a state of great excitement; be it said, I had risen the
“girt troot.” The fish I did rise was one of about three-fourths
of a pound in weight. Well, I fished that tarn for five mortal
hours without so much as seeing another fish, naturally I became
tired and disgusted, for the day was dull and there was that
beautiful ripple upon the water, so much loved by the angler.
The hopes of getting the big fish led me on; but now the sun
had sunken behind the hills, and it was time to be ‘“ homeward
bound.” I had just taken down my rod and was having a farewell
look upon the waters of Low Water, when a shepherd hove in
sight. The appearance of a human being in such an
out-of-the-way place is quite sufficient for the shepherd
to make towards him, in order to learn “how
the world wags,” and how affairs progress down in the
valley—such was the case in this instance. Inquiring as to our
success, I, in return, asked him about the “ girt troot.” * Aye,”
said he, “there was a ¢ girt troot’ here, but I fund it deead close
to 't bank, last back end. I gat it out wi’ mi stick; it was aboon
thirty pund weight, an’ was covered all oor wi’ girt lang yares like
a Scotty bullock.”* “You may depend upon it,” said my friend,
«T was at Coniston, and away from it as soon as possible.” At
the Black Bull, I was laughed at for my wild-goose chase, and,

However, my

from what I afterwards heard of Low Water and its trout, came to

the conclusion that the tale of the monster was one of the legends
of the vale. ‘“Change here for Kendal, Windermere, and the
Lakes,” cried the guard and echoed the porters; and alighting,
and wishing my ancient friend a hearty good-bye, I left him to
continue his journey alone.

THEORY OF ARTIFICIAL FLIES.

O doubt it would not do for us all to think alike; and on
hardly any subject does there exist greater diversity of
opinion than upon that of artificial flies. Iam therefore troubling
you with this letter, in order that I may say that I do not quite .
agree with “Blue Dun” in theviews which he has expressed in 4§
a recent issue of this paper on the above subject, and also to
state my reasons for doing so. I always cndeavour, when com-
mencing a day’s fly-fishing, to ascertain as soon as I possibly can,

* Anglais. Yes, there was a large trout, but I found it dead qlose to the
bank, last autumn. I got it out with my stick; it was more than thirty pounds
weight and was covered all over with long hairs, like those on a Highland bullock
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firstly, what natural flies are upon the water, and, secondly, to
which of them the fish appear to be giving the preference. To
save time, I may in the first instance mount a cast of flies that I
think are likely to be on the water, but soon change them ifI find
that T have not hit upon the correct one. I amquite of the same opi-
nionas the editor—viz., that you can hardly havetoo greatavariety of
flies in your book, especially different sizes and shades of the
various duns and their respective spinners; and any angler of
many years’ experience will tell you that these must be true to
nature, or else they will be of very little avail. It is quite true
that in some cases you may get quite a different dressing of a fly
from various makers ; but  Blue Dun”’ should bear in mind that
some flies, although called by the same name, vary according to
locality. As, for instance, in talking about the March brown, it
is always advisable to ascertain whether the fly known in York-
shire as the ““little early brown” is meant, or the larger fly known
as the “dun drake,” both being sometimes called the ¢ March
brown.”” Asregards the ¢ blue dun,” however, I have never seen
it vary very much in the dressing, excepting, of course, darker or
lighter shades of wings and legs, in order to match the flies on
the water, which vary as the weather becomes colder or warmer ;
but that fly dressed with *“ white hackles’ on an entirely *‘ brown
body”” would certainly be a novelty to me, and would not be cal-
cnlated to enhance my good opinion of the maker thereof. It is
rather a troublesome fly to make properly, especially in the ribbing
of the body, so that some fly-dressers—viz., those who go in for
cheapness—are apt to “scamp” this part of the business; but
that trout (even during the early spring months, when they are
supposed to be less critical than they are later on in the season)
can fully appreciate the correct dressing of this fly, I think the
following incident will amply suffice to prove :—Three years ago
this coming April, I was fly-fishing on the Yore, in company with
a local sportsman ; the fish were rising freely at the blue dun,
and by dinner-time I had basketed a dozen good trout, almost all
on this flv, whilst my companion, although a first-rate fisherman,
had only four. On examining his cast I found that his blue
duns were not ribbed with yellow silk like mine were, but the
bodies were thickly dubbed with fur from a hare’s ear, through
which the silk hardly showed at all. I then felt certain that this
was the cause of his want of success, and on putting two flies of
my pattern on his cast, he soon commenced to take fish ; and when
we finished at night he was not far behind me in point of
numbers.

Any one who has been fortunate enough to peruse Mr.
Aldam’s splendid work on artificial flies cannot fail to have been
struck with the remarkable story which he relates in his foot-note
explanatory of the ““ Taily Tail.” In it he states that one day, when
fishing on the Derbyshire Derwent, he and a friend had remarkable
success with this little fly, which is the female of the black gnat.
They had previously tried the male fly and several others that
were on the water, and had almost exhausted their stock of
patience, as well as the contents of their fly-books, when Mr.
Aldam caught a trout, which he cut open, to see what the fish
really were taking. He found a mass of these flies in its stomach,
and immediately put two upon his cast, The result was instanta-
neous, and, after basketing several fish that he had thrown over
previously with no visible effect, he came out of the water and
rigged up a cast of them for his friend. The result was that they
both of them killed a splendid dish of fish, whilst other five
members of the club only killed two or three amongthem. I could
‘recount endless incidents to the same effect that have come under
my own personal notice and that of my friends, In fact, as each
season passes, I become more firmly convinced of the necessity
of having a full working supply of imitations of all the principa
insects that from time totime appear on the water during each

month of the season. Some anglers go to the length of dressing
theit own flies by the river-side, but I cannot say that I agree with
that practice; for, in the first place, it involves carrying about
with you a large quantity of materials, which, even on the calmest
of days, are not very easy to manipulate on the banks of a stream
and, in the second place, very probably by the time that you have
got your imitation completed the rise is just completed also;
whereas a fly is taken from your book in a moment, that is, if you
keep it in proper order. I consider that on such well-fished
rivers as the Wye and Derwent in Derbyshire, or the Yore and
Wharfe in Yorkshire, it would be simply ridiculous to attempt to
kill a good dish of fish by adhering to Mr. Pennel’s theory. It
might possibly answer on some preserved waters, seldom disturbed,
but even then I should be sceptical on the point. Besides, I con-
sider that it takes away half the pleasure of fly-fishing to limit
yourself to three or four patterns; for, to my mind, the chief
enjoyment of this kind of fishing is to match your flies with those
upon the water, and then, by casting them lightly as thistle-down,
deceive the fish with an imitation of the very fly that they are
feeding upon. It is an endless study, and one in the pursuit of
which even the most veteran angler learns something fresh almost
every day. I could enlarge upon it ad nfinitum, but have already
written more than I had at first intended, and with an apology to
you for occupying so much of your valuable space.
Francis M, WALBRAN.

[We agree entirely with Mr, Walbran, and have, months ago,
said—as he says—that Pennel’s system robs fly-fishing of halfits
charm. Why, what would become of the ever-to-be-remembered
chats with a brother angler over the fly to use, or which has been
taking, if we could not pull out our fly-book with its fair array of
favourite flies and compare them with our friends’ ? Every fly
has a history of its own, and that little bit of rusty metal, faded
feather and frayed gut, instantly brings to one’s mind some
charming English landscape, in which it played a part. No, we
advise our fly-fishing readers not to stint the variety in their fly-
books ; and to open the first trout, or grayling they catch, and then
put on the nearest fly they have to the specimens the fish has been
feeding on.—ED. ]

SHETLAND AS AN ANGLING RESORT.—VI.

AS to the angler’s outfit for Shetland that will, of course, depend

much on individual taste. We ourselves generally take two
stout , stiff rods, the one about thirteen feet in length, the other
about ten, and we think anglers generally will find these quite
sufficient. We once tried a seventeen feet rod, but whether it was
that we cast too far out and past the ordinary lies of the fish, or
that we did not cast so often, and therefore covered less water,
we had far less success than when using a shorter weapon. As
to hollow butts they are usually too weak to bear the rough usage
they get in Shetland, as it is often necessary to fish dead in the
teeth of the wind (and it knows how to blow in these northern
regions). We have a lively recollection of one day in Coelister,
eight years ago, when we took the leeward side of the loch, whilst
a friend took the other. We had to fish with a light nine-foot
rod against a fresh breeze, and after about two hours or so of
fishing, first the hollow butt of the rod gave way, and then our
reel, which we had tied to the lower end of the remainder, went
to pieces. In this condition we persevered, and at the end of
the day our basket held nine fish of twenty-four pounds weight ;
our companion had seven which, being larger, weighed almost
exactly the same. We also lost several fish after the breakdown
of our tackle. Therefore, we say, don’t bringa hollow-butted rod
to Shetland if you have another likely to serve the same purposes;
if you do get it broken, you won’t get it mended in Shetland.
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THEORY OF ARTIFICIAL FLIES.

INK 1 may safely say that there are few things on which so
many different opinions have been expressed as about which,

gng the numberless flies used to allure the trout, are the most
pt ng. Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell’s theory is well known to

most anglers, but I donot think it has met with much approval at
their hands. Ifhis theory were adopted, it would certainly make
fly-fishing much simpler, both to veteransand amateurs ; but I am
afraid the poor fly-dressers would rise up en masse in protest
against it, as their means of getting a livelihood in the world would
be thereby hopelessly put an end to. He advocates, as most
fishermen are aware, the use of three flies only—¢ green,”
*“ brown,” and “yellow ”—and tries to prove, in his exceedingly
interesting book on angling in general, that these said three
typical flies are the only ones really necessary to the wants of an
angler, and that all other flies are merely different forms of them.
He himself has tested their efliciency against other flies on the
chief lochs and streams of England, Scotland and Ireland, and in
all cases he has never failed to equal, and often to exceed, the
takes made by the most experienced local fishermen. This is a
strong argument in their favour; but it must be remembered that
the originator of this theory is a skilful angler, and where he did
not fail to secure good takes with his three flies, others less skilled
would probably do so. It seems, also, too great a revolution to
cut down to three typical flies the numberless mites of the insect
creation, and though doubtless it would be far better that fewer
flies should be used by anglers in gencral than now are used, it
seems a pity that the number should be restricted to three only.

In common with an increasing majority nowadays, I am
in favour of the wuse of a few flies only, though with
more diversity of colour than Mr. Pennell’s, I think that
a great lesson may be drawn from the following fact. In the
course of a day's fishing the angler generally meets with one or
more “ brothers of the craft,” all trying to allure the ¢ monarch of
the hook ” with different flies oneach of their casts. We will
presume they are all pretty well skilled in the art. If the troutare
rising, and willing to be caught, they will bear testimony to the
fact by the contents of their baskets, but if the fish are sulky or
lazy, then their baskets are considerably lighter than their hearts.
Itis the samein angling competitions, held in Scotland usually,
when two first-class anglers, each employing different flies, engage
in contests, and the usual result is, at the end of the time appointed,
that their takes are very little different from one another. This
shows, I think, that no hard-and-fast rule can be laid down about
the number of flies that ought to be used, and which have prece-
dence over others. There is also another fact that shows, I think,
the uselessness of having, like many anglers, such a multitude of
flies in their fly-books, differing very little from each other in
appearance, and looking no different from one another in the
water, and that is, that when a fly is in the stream its appearance is
quite changed to what it is when dry ; its colour fades, the bright-
ness dies out, and altogether it looks a very uninviting morsel for a
fish to be temped into swallowing. For this reason, therefore, it
would seem rather foolish for an angler to have so many flies, to
distinguish which from which is a work of art, not so much for
himself when looking at them dry, but for the fish, who see them
presenting a draggled appearance in the water.

I agree partly with Mr. Pennell when he says that three flies are
all that are necessary, but I do not think'that his three typical flies
are the best he might have chosen. A little more diversity of
colour would improve them, and he might have added those with
wings instead of hackles, although he tries to prove that wings are
an incumbrance to ¢ imitations,” and should therefore be
avoided.

Again, there is another instance which goes far to prove that
trout may be taken by any flies almost, so long as they are neatly
made and well dressed. If you send for a sample of any fly, say
the ““blue dun,” to four differcnt tackle-makers in the metropolis
or elsewhere, you have sent you four samples of flies professing to
be “blue duns,” but which differ from one another in many
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respects, one being dressed with white hackles, another with blue
ones, onc having yellow silk zound the body, another dressed with
a brown body altogether. Tt is the same also with other flies ;
those bearing the san ¢ names are often very differently dressed.
~ In conclusion, let me say that I think these instances prove
that there are a great many flies used by anglers which are totally
unnecessary, and that if about four of the best known were sub-
stituted for the dozens which fill many anglers’ fly-books, it
would be a great change for the better.
Brue Dun.
[Our experience, extending over 20 years, is that it is far better
to err on the side of having too many varieties than too few. We
have frequently found that after killing well with the stundards, an
unusually hot day has brought out swarms of some nondescript
little insect, which the trout are feeding on voraciously, and unless
amongst the stock in your book you can find something resembling
it, you stand but a poor chance.—ED. ]

SHETLAND AS AN ANGLING RESORT.—IV

HERE are many other lochs connected with the Brouster:
how many we really don’t know, for ever as you finish fish-
ing one water another shows itself; but so far as our experience
and that of our friends goes, there is no sport with sea-trout to be
had in them, though, as there is no obstacle to their passage these
fish are sure to enter them, and, perhaps, a worm-fisher might
find them at home. Of these lochs the only ones whose names
we have been able to learn are Flatpund and Spinner; for though
we got a list of names from a friend some eight years ago, We
have not be able to identify them. As, however, it may give the
reader a better idea of the capabilities of this region we give this
Jist as it was given to us, marking the lochs we can identify and
mean to describe with an asterisk. Walls lochs—* Voe or
# Bardister, * Song, Huster, Melby, Norby, Collister, Bousta,
Danish Waters, Upper Burgo and Lower Burgo, Mill of
Shenestwatt, ¥*Flatpund, *Greenland, Brabister, &c. These are
not, however, all situated on the Brouster only, as several lie close
to the village of Walls and others, viz., Song, Huxter, Melby,
Norby and Collister lie on the extreme west of the island. Of
the two specially mentioned Flatpund Loch is not situated on the
Brouster proper (which, by the bye, enters Voxterbee not, as might
be expected, at its upper end, but about the¢ middle of the western
side), but on a small tributary which joins/the main stream a few
yards above where it enters that loch. This loch lies close to the
new road lately referred to, and is well stocked with good loch
trout : it may be reached either by following up Foratwatt Burn
or by following the new road which leaves the main highway at
the foot of Voe Loch, the former course being as short, and better
walking. We are thus particular, because we mean to give direc-
tions for the more northern chains of lochs by taking Flatpund
as a central or starting point.

Spinner is a large deep-looking loch, and also contains good
common trout. Many of the smaller lochs have no doubt never
been fished within the memory of the present generation of trout,
and should therefore, if sea-trout are not to be had, which may of
course happen, afford ample sport even to the tyro; indeed we
found that as good a way to fill a basket as any was to simply
trail our flies along the surface with the rod held over our
shoulder, the fish almost invariably hooking themselves; but this,
of course is scarcely worthy of the name of angling.

We may conclude this paper by mentioning that there is at
Walls a chain of lochs, viz., Voe or Bardister, Greenland and
Brabister, which, of course, contain trout, some of them good ones,
and at times sea-trout. Of the latter we have scldom taken many,

e

three being the most we ever took in one day; but we arc told

that in July, when, of course, therc are few stranger-anglers about, =
there is sometimes a good run of finnocks (not ginnocks as it was §
printed in our notice of the Wiesdale district), that is to say small 2
sea-trout of about 10 inches to 16 inches long into them. Therc is§
also a brace of lochs connected with the sea by a small burn named

Foratwatt, which winds round the back of the post-office, and in

" these there are very good loch trout. The burn itself thougha §

mere ditch often contains small sea-trout after very heavy rainss &
we have caught them in it over 2 1b., so, if the weather be such s
to make one unwilling to be far from shelter, a little sport may be ®
had, so to speak, at one’s own door.

Having thus exhausted the roll of lochs near Walls, we shal ,'
before speaking of those farther afield, give a table of distances &
and directions.

Wiesdale Bridge to Toomlin Burn .

Bixeter or Twalt Burn . 0

5 miles.

IRl
Hulma Lees Loch

RSP

_{; ~7

(Grassawater ,,
Culyerin . :
Marly Loch (Vavels)
Clenswaters . s
Clouster Loch .
Hyla Waters
Murister .

Bridge of Walls

Brouster Loch (upper end) 2

st

—'wm\]c\mm#—

e B

” i
These are reached by proceeding from Walls in an castcrl
direction along the main road ; the following are to be got at by
proceeding in a northerly direction up the burn of Foratwalto

the new road :—

Walls to Foratwatt Lochs about . 1 mile, Nu
S Rlatpund S e e NG
Flatpund Loch to Voxterbee Lochias 4 s e
S pInnen s Ry N.NW. &
Of course all these distances are only approximate, there bein
no milestones on the moor, nor, for the matter of that, on the

roads either. b

There is a professional guide at Walls, ITalcro by name;and,
though we have never ourselves employed him, we belicve |
stranger might do worse than entrust himself to his guidance at
first, though attendants are usually an unmitigated nuisance 0
any one fond of his own way. :

Before proceeding to discuss the angling capabilities of |-':e
waters more remote from Walls, it may be as well to mentiof
what accommodation is to be had there. As this is the favouri j}
resort for anglers on the Mainland, there is at times a crush,b
and unless lodgings be secured beforchand the tourist angler 1
be literally left out in the cold, unless he takes the precaution o
sécuring lodgings beforehand. If he does not do so, he runs (b
risk of having to “chum’ with a stranger, who may, of cou ‘,-
prove very objectionable company. Accommodation can be had
at (a) the post-office, with Mrs. Nicholson; (%) with Mrs. Wallg
next door; (¢ at Twatts, the grocer of the village; () at Mg
Smith’s, Greenland ; and also, we believe, at Georgeson’s, (hg
public-houge.  The writer has stayed at the first two, and can ¢
commend them both. The usual charges are from four to fivé
shillings a day, and this is about the usual price throughout Shef
land. As it may interest some of our readers, we may menl'

” bR

that on one occasion a party, ‘‘quorum pars magna fuimus
camped out at the head of Brouster Loch, and, being mud
favoured with good weather at first, enjoyed it; but a sud
change of weather convinced all that during good fishing wealhe

ey 1

iShetland is no
e

hat of experig
en often un
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MORE AMALGAMATION OF ANGLING SQOIETIES.

ALL those who are interested in angling societies will fead

with pleasure the report of the meeting of the Kidder-
minster United Brothers’ Society, which we publish this week.
It clearly proves the truth of Mr. Geen’s often-urged statement
that the only way to save the railway privileges is to show the

companies that they will be in a position to issue one tickes /o one
responsible body.

THE FISHERIES CONFERENCE AT THE SOCIETY OF
ARTS.

ON June 18 (Wednesday next) we hope to see a good muster

of gentlemen interested in the important matters which
are to be discussed. We published the circular calling the meet-
ing last weck—it gives full particulars of the objects. The time
of day chosen is twelve o’clock (noon)—quite sufficient, in our
opinion, to account for a thin meeting ; but we know several
well-known anglers who intend to be present.

THE AMERICAN FISH CULTURAL ASSOCIATION.

AT the recent annual meeting of the above association the
following gentlemen were elected to be corresponding
members of the Association :

Prof. T. H. Huxley, H. M. Inspector of Fisheries for Great
Britain ; Edward Birkbeck, Esq., M.P., Chairman National Fish
Culture Association of Great Britain ; Sir James Gibson Maitland,
Bart., Stirling, Scotland ; R. B. Marston, Esq., Editor of the
Fisuing Gazerre, London ; Dr. Francis Day SHEEST S ate Ins
spector QGeheral of Fisheries for India ; Thomas Brady, Esq.,
Dublin Castle, Inspector of Fisheries for Ireland; Archibald

Young, Esq, Edinburgh, H. M, Inspector of Salmon
Fisheries for Scotland.

TO CORRESPONDENTS AND SECRETARIES OF
CLUBS. :

IN consequence of the great pressure on our space we are
bliged to omit a good deal of matter this week. We have
oyer twelve columns of correspondence alone in type now ; but
what we wish to point out is that it is often impossible to insert
communications received after Thursday morning. We have to
keep so many columns open for the River Reports on Friday.
Of clubs which meet on Monday and Tuesday we often do not

"get the report until Thursday evening or Friday morning. The'

increase in size of the paper on July 5 will enable us to give one
third more matter each week, but we must have the reports early
to insure their insertion. het

THE BENIGHTED . ANGLER.

AN angler belated on Whit-Monday night
Had of trout a full basket—no pretfier sight ;
The fruits of a ramble, so pleasantly spent

1n Darenth’s fair valley—the Eden of Kent.

With rod long and supple, and thin tapered line,
And Gossamer collar, exceedingly fine,

" Despite the clear water, with small yellow dun,
The fish were inveigled to make their last run.

It was about midnight, and by fhe last train :
He reached his own station, and turned the home lane ;
Beneath the soft starlight, and Luna’s bright smile,
He hailed not the cabman, but walked the last mile.

- With creel o’er his shoulder, and rod under arm,
He hied down West Croydon regardless of harm ;
His boots were of rubber, and noiseless the tread—
No doubt he was weary, and ready for bed.

‘When rounding a corner, a blue-coat he saw,

" Who, with his dark lantern and armed by the law,
Was walking the pavement and flashing his light .
To see if the doorlocks were fastened aright,

The rod for a rifle policeman mistook, ;
Called ¢ Stop 17 to our angler, ¢ Let me have a look !
‘What's that in your basket —may be dynamite! "
He turned on his bull’s-eye, but found all was right.

With trout in the larder, and good loving wife;
‘Well may a king envy the fisherman’s life Ny
At nightfall, returning from waterside roam,
. He needs no policeman to guide him safe home.
Manor Fishery, Caistor. THOMAS FORD.
[Mr. Ford says: I could not resist putting your ‘Whit-Monday adventure
to verse, and herewith enclose result.”—ED,] ; :

THE DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE).—GRILSE FLIES,

FIRST ARTICLE,

WITH pleasure we always hail the advent of the grilse season. In
matters piscatorial, than its commencement nothing delights us
more, Salmon-fishing is good, but grilse-fishing is superior, If
skilful handling and exciting uncertainty on the one hand, and
celerity of movement—darting and leaping—on the other hand, can
be viewed retrospectively with highest delight, then to no kind of
angling than angling for grilse can we assign a higher position.

In describing patterns specially suitable for the river Dee, our
object has been, and will be, to have those descriptions appearing
simuitaneous with the time, when for practical purposes they can be
utilised by the angler on these rivers,  We will likewise aim at con-
joining, under the title of ¢ grilse flies,” a selection of those patterns
which alike for salmon, grilse, and sea trout we have found most
suitable during the summer months, Moreover, we will endeavour to
render description intelligible by minute and full detail; to state
separately the suitability of each pattern for salmon, grilse, and sea
trout; and quote from memory’s record of experience what shade of
cloud, hour of day, and colour of water certain flies were found to
answer best.

Though we do not wish to appear otherwise than liberal in our
opinion, we may take upon us to mention that we give a decided
preference to brazed double irons, and are to state along with each
description the sizes of irons (Limericks) ordinarily used. -Generally
speaking, the flies used for summer fishing in the Dee, though bright
in appearance, are not gaudy. As a rule, they possess a smart,
finished look. . Spare bodies, unless for heavy water fishing, are
acknowledged best. Strip wings, or wings of slight build, stand
high in popular estimation, Itis well known to Dee anglers that
grilse often take the purely sea trout patterns, salmon seldom, and
likewise that grilse rise freely to the salmon patterns in a heavy or
discoloured water, and sea trout rarely. The regular grilse patterns,
sized to the state of the water, may be used for general angling the
season throughout, from May till October, unless, indeed, the river is
exceedingly heavy. In the conviction that multiplicity only tends to
bewilder, and a judiciously arranged selection to insure success, our
description will merely extend' to the more killing of such classes as
by experience we have proved to cover the various shades and fish-

_able condition of river.

One of our best known, though best killing, grilse flies comes under
notice first. : beseon
No, 1.—THE PITFOUR,

A very good killer—grilse or salmon ; suits best a fairly large water
of brownish shade, occasioned by the west winds causing extra outflow
from the lochs, or afew days’ rain on the hills and moors giving the
water a peaty tinge. In appearance, especially in the water, this
fly has a close resemblance to the Jock Scott, For summer fishing,
under conditions such as described, it can be used with greater
advantage from morning till about five or six in the evening than
later on. Brazed irons—Nes: 5, 6, 7, to.suit the size of the water.

. Description as follows :—

Tag : Silver twist, and one turn yellow floss.
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Tail: Small topping, and Indian crow.
Butt: Black herl. = i qo s g efod
«~-Body : Black silk floss, neatly and sparely laid on., s .«
2= Ribbed : Silver tinsel, VEry narrow, 7 turns. ice ot 1
Wings : Double jungle, supporting a couple of toppings,
" Bides : 'A sprig of Indian' crow (short), from out each side of body,
ha'f-way between head and bu't, il 920
."Hackle : Spare, greenish-blue hackle,'simply round shoulder, and
extending in Jength almost £o taga SE oy e s
... Black head. ., :

2 b Hlig

1 Yite

&

Sl - No. 2.—THE DExr SUN-FLy.
-~ Principally a grilse pattern. iisi i ' i
When the. day is scorchingly bright, and fish on the take at all, a
proper-sized specimen of this pattern is almost certain to ensure a
capture in any fishable size of water., Range of irons, s, 6, 7, and 8.
Description of fly w1 51 o5y 1 £ YT O O vy
Tag: Silver thread, and bright yellow floss.! % £.71.2
. Tail: Small topping, and two short sprigs Indian CIrow.
* "Butt: Black herl,” " , Sei s gl e
Body : Black silk floss, thinly laid on. , :
Tinsel : Silver; very narrow; 5 turns in spiral form, =g
Wings: Two or, three Indian crow feathers to size of iron, and a
couple of toppings. .. [N 5 G Vi
+ Feelers : Blue macaw on either side of WD A st
i'Hackle : Spare black hackle from turn of tinsel nearest to tag ;
greenish-blue hackle sparely round shoulder, = -« ndu - saicrny 2o
' Black head: 18 e iy dvodiig gabestang naidsf-oh
No. 3.—THE BLUE CHARM, ; tee
Is ds good a grilse fly as can be used from Banchory ‘toBallater ;
indeed, as’its name implies, it isa perfect charmer., During the day
nothing proves more effective in a moderately-sized water, or a fairly
heavy water not too much discoloured, . When this fly takes well in
-the day time a small Jock Scott may be relied on in the evening. Nos
6 and 7 are very suitable sizes.. With no purely grilse fly we know of
is the angler so little dependent on shade. - Itis made up thus ; 4
ai Tag : Silver thread, { + e weadl 1 alise A gatkaag;
“ Tail : Small topping. @ Iy oy b BT R CIINTS
Butt: Black herl, + -+« o.fmni ol e M mmnd qugema
Body : Black silk floss, '~ i bt U L R A T T
.. Ribbed natrow silver’tinsel, 5 turns. FLagt Sl e T
over centre of mallard on either side, topping over alloiaa e
.. Bright blue hackle half-way downbody, \ o
.- Black head. 12

yar g

NoO. 4.—THE CLARET Jock.

: Suits a dull day, a clear water, and under these cdn'diti'ons can also -
Salmon, grilse, andsea trout '

be used in the evening with success,
alike rise to it freely. « In 'this respect 7it is ‘rather an exception,
Bizes; 5, 6,77 and 8.t0"i's an b 5d¥ s EOY be pmees] e
“* Described as follows :— " 1 anlve bl wat & i

Tag: Bilver thread and orange floss, Luhenlh

- .Butt-: Bronze ‘herl,
"+ Body :. Rich claret floss, o :
ui Tinsel : Narrow silver tinsel, 5 turns, | . T
wwHackle : Claret, to match body, all the way from turn, of tinsel,
nearest to. butt, b see : I REY bl e Vi
#»'Wings: Bustard and Mallard mixed:;
' Bhoulder : Spare jay hackl
' Cheeks :' Jungle ‘on either,
“Black head. i g S MRl nd oL
Nos. 1, 2, and 4 are our own patterns; 3, that of a’ well-known
Deeside keeper, ' ‘ : s G SR ;

- Tail: A small topping”and Indian me;(s‘hort).”. -»] 2

i

rid wenn
VA el

, i v YIY. it
topping over’ all,+ ;.
e round about, =7
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© WiLrun Drsrruoron or FISH'}'NEARVPOI;:TEF'I(ACT.—A(; the ' West
Riding Court, Pontefract, on Saturday,
Armytage, Mr. E. E, Leatham, and Mr.

William Aldam, of Frickley Hall, on the 1st
Police-constable_\OxIey, stationed at South Kirby,
defendants were seen on unday morning, i
* stream poisoning the water, and on seeing the policeman they both ran away.

it was shown that tké two

On the officer reaching the stream four’ dead” fish were found, and thé water |

was discoloured for some distance with a kind of slimy. white. " The'defendants

were followed by the policeman for nearly two miles,” and nevér lost sight of. |

Mr. Lodge, of Wakefield, appeared tq prosecute on behalf of Mr, Aldam, and
. s'ated that fish had been destroyed extensively for two . years past.’ The

magistrates fined each the full penalty, £5, or two montbs, and ordered to pay |

value of the fish, 2s. 6d.— Yorkshire Post. TEay o b e b
THE ALLEGED TRourT DIsEASE IN THRE SHEFFIELD, WaTeR CoM ANY'S

LArarst Danm.—Alarming reports were “industriously ' circulated at the lattér ‘
, respecting the death from disease of fungoid growth of trout |

in Hadfield Dam, Sheffield, The real facts' of the case are these., 8 everal
dead trout were found in the Hadfield Dam,' Crookes, ‘The trout appear to
-have died from a disease well known to fishermen, but which is in no way con-
nected with the water., Tt is a well-known fact. that Hadfield' Dam’ contains
upwards of 21,000,000 ga

every day, and the utmo:

disease is stated to be

disci

public to learn that the company’s exjgineer has noticed of
gradual improvement ‘in the Sheffieid water,” Good as it always has been, the
samples recentiy sent to him have been remarkably satisfactory, which is to
be attributed, no dotbt, to the care taken over the watershed in excluding all
impure sources of supply.

___ THE FISHING GAZETTH , i’

Wings: Strips of mallard ; very harrow strip distinétly' m'arkgqlteal ;

before  Mr. Theo. Peel, Captain |
R. Moxon, William Rose and i
» Charles Bramley, two miners from ‘Wombwell, near Barnsley, were charged |
with destroying four trout fish in a stream at South Elmsall, belonging to Mr., |
June. " 'From the evidence of |

the 1st June, 'at thé edge of the !

| Is two pieces of twist twisted together;
| very large flies; it can be purchased on reels in either silvet or gold.

N.. THE DESCRIPTION ' OF SALMON FLIES.
: et ' By Mr..GEo. M. KELSON.

i

MAJOR TRAHERNE'S PATTERNS - (C‘o;ztz‘;zued).
R T R =

No. 3.—GITANA.

THE readers of the Fisuing GAZETTE are kindly given to understand
that the terms which I adopt for the manufacture of salmon flies are
not generally known ; 'the correspondent is evidently one of the
gentlemen who is unacquainted with this ‘‘alphabet” in fly-tying,
which is, or should be, the first lesson for amateurs to learn,

| to where this, that, or the other feather is p

Until the standard colours are established, a good deal must
necessatily beleft to the discretion of dressers, however intimate these -
terms may be; but eventually the size of e materials only will be
left to their judgment.

‘Like tbe rest of the world, we are liable to forget that which we
chiefly. desire to recall, and we are all forced to remember some-
times 'that which we would wish to forget. B

Suppose we were to wander into
see ‘‘association ’ at work with a
rélate with accurac i

never forget ; perhaps ““‘impression ” is the secret of memory, but we
should remember that ¢ association ” is the leaning-post upon which
the memory rests. For instance, if the intellect be weak or defective,

| two facts must naturally be associated in order that one may be the

more readily remembered.

. | But, whether fishermen, fly-makers, or inventors, nothing should
be allowed to be fixed on our mind to the exclusion of other
teaching. T e B ;

With regard to the precise meéaning of expressions commonly used
in describing flies, would it not-be a work of supererogation’ if I were
to extemporise upon eve ler, 1e i
begin?  The columns of this journal are always open to corre-
spondents, and, as hitherto, I shall be pleased to reply to the best of

at may be addressed to the Editor.

! Tippet would indicate strands of the golden pheasant neck feather,
but if the whole feather was wanted it should be stated Tippet
feather in the description, ;

* The whole feather is tied on of the following, when written :—
Indian crow, Chatterer, Jungle, Toucan, Impeyan pheasant, King-
fisher, Starling, Enamelled Thrush, Azure Pitta, and perhaps a
few others, unless otherwise, ordered. The latter pretty. little bird
from Borneo, as a youngster, is valueless ; but invaluable after a cer-
tain age for fancy filigree work on the body of large flies, and it is
a great’ favourite for hackling grilse flies. ;

Until informed, T question if beginners could tell us what part of
the bird hackles come from. There used to be an instrument for
dressing flax to make the old-fashioned lines with, called a hackle,
I don’t know how it would play in the water, but if we wanted to
drive the fish from some small and impregnable pool, it would cer-
tainly be a splendid adjunct to the fisherman’s kit, :

To fulfil my promise, the wing of Bluebell (see FISHING GAZETTE,
31st ultimo) was described ¢¢ Red Macaw,” which means strands of
the right and left side of a leading tail feather. The hackles © blue
Macaw,” from those found at the extremity of the rump over the g
these vary in size, and their ¢ is lighter than all other macaws’
feathers, except the ““powdered blue” from the red species, The
throat « yellow Macaw,” is one of the flank feathers off the body at.
the side. The little breast feathers being reserved for smaller.
flies. ;

There is a deal of
also in th

b

of this useful bir
hackles, :
With regard to ““silver lace,” which signification is probably
primitive, perhaps *silver rope” or “ cord " would have been a more
appropriate appellation ; bu to clothe these tinsels afresh in the
current langtage of our time would be to create an inconceiva ble
confusion, I confidently hope the following information may dispel,
any future difficulty in this respect :—
Twist

Is almost ‘univ'ersally used for tags, whether silver or gold ; it is

| white floss silk closely covered with the finest tinsel, is round, and as
) thin as dressmaker’s thread, : >

LACE
three pieces are used for

; e TINSEL ,
Is cut into narrow flat widths from a thin sheet of the material, and
may be known as a parallel shaving of thin plate ; silver, gold, and
almost any other colours are sold, The modern tinsel, which is the
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~ MORE PRIZES FOR THE TOURNAMENT. "'
\ [R. MARRIOTT, of the True Waltonians, kiridly\'prorhisés |
to 'give as prizes Macaulay’s. ‘“ History of: England,” :
2 vols, and: John Stuart. Mill’s ¢ Principles.. of Political
Economy.” [l inais e Lé Aty

] t vients - Hsnoialtey
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i ! ! i g frat e g N0
THE DEE (ABERDEENSHIRE).;GR(LSE‘»FLIESYI" i
et Giiis o e——sdttodte Y atonndontd
{11150 SECOND  ARTIOLE )y iusles s i
. i E e i R EFE D iy 16 BIOY sl £
WE hold that, unless for fishing in very heavy water, the, irons, on ;
which salmon and grilse are dressed, can scarcely be too slender, if |
sufficiently strong.  In any swift-flowing river, such as the Dee, the !
advantage to the angler in possessing flies of this description cannot
fail to be apparent.. For one thing, they glide smoothly through the |
water, ard are, therefore, more natural .and:tempting in appearance !
than flies of more expensive and cumbrous : get-up: . Ever :since ‘the |
long slender. irons—specially made for Cosmo Gordon, Esq;,.the in- !
ventor. of the ¢ Gordon’’—were brought intoiuse, they:‘have:been
steadily growing in the estimation of Dee anglers, ....In fact; at the !
present day our regular experts scarcely ever resort.to the useiof irons |
of a stronger make.: In this respect, we imagine that the Dee has a .
monopoly, as it has not come to our knowledge that such irons-—5or |
6 inches in length—are used for plain and fancy salmon flies, on:any
other ‘‘free-rising” river. In a swollen water, when it becomes neces- .
sary to sink the fly well, they are found less suitable than in ordinary
circumstances, - Still, on many of the upper reaches of the Dee they
are constantly used, no matter what the condition of the river may :
gle. So much for irons. Now for a word or two regarding hackles,
Cs ; : | ok 01 I
 The flies of a nuimber of professional dressers are faulty, inasmuch
as they are either insufficiently firm, possess too .round heads, .or:too

much hackle. = Professional anglers, on the other hand, in‘regard to |

these points, run up their flies with rigid care. .= They :do .not-aspire
to woirk the silk so finely or lay on the tinsel so-neatly asithe tackle
maker, but in general greater attention is paid by them'to points of
higher moment. .Flies with nicely tapered heads :cut the .water
easily, and spare, well-mixed hackles do not create.a ‘¢ furr.”’.: Their
superiority, therefore, is obvious. . While the hachles of Dee:salmon
flies frequently extend further than the whole length of the: iron, and
than it are seldom ever shorter, those used: for grilse flies rarely: go
beyond the barb, :These notes may be useful to those who intend to
dress our patterns. . Ik | e ERE
Description may now follow :— { U j it
Noisl=Trp Maoic, ¥t 0 f e
Regarded principally as a grilse lure, is a first-rate clear: water . fly,
and used more generally in dull than bright weather.: It is, however,
a good, fair all-round killer, and is described as follows;— , ..
Tag: Gold twist, , Sl
Tail : A small topping. T P it e ey e Y
Body : Black, blue, and claret silk floss, in equal proporlions—the
b'ue of the chatterer shade. vl eehn
Gold flat worm, five {urns, dld
Hackle : Black cock; slight, and extending
part of the body only, i it -
Throat : Teal, sparely. ' : e dy G
Wings: Mixed bustard and teal in same proportion,
Sides: Blue chatterer, : _ Srud b
Golden pheasant topping to wing.
Black head.

{080«

{

14037

Bt HS RN RE

tﬁrgu:gh‘,‘{'th.e‘ black

b2dd Yai N

137 fope

Double Limericks, sizes Nos, 6 and 7. SN NS
: No. 6.—BrAck Tow;, Sleraane L
Almost exclusively for, grilse, is another:fly very suitable; for: fishing
with in clear water, and. particularly in. sharp, clean-bottomed
reaches, when the suu is high. It is equally as deadly as the Dee
sun fly, and can be used with greater effect in very.streamy water,
On the whole, it gives a good account. = Description gs under i+ .’

Tag : Silver twist and bright yellow floss. g

Tail : A small topping. : S

Butt : Black herl. . - ! O

Body : Black silk floss, ! e

Narrow gold tinsel, four turns.

Hackle : Claret dyed, three-quarters down body, spatingl'y; .

Throat : Pale blue cock hackle. SR o

Wings: Two Indian crow feathers; two toppings; and a narrow
strip of darkish, well-marked teal on either side, . B

Horns: Blue macaw.

Black head. ! it e s Bliroste
Double Limericks, sizes Nos. 7 and 87 =« i

No, 7.—THE OLIVER. %l 53 o6 idn, :
An excellent salmon and grilse paftern; fishés bést in'a ’fairisl‘l-
sized water on a clear day. Some ho!d it equal to, if not superior, to
any of the Dee summer patterns, while others dispute the. claim.
Though vouching for its killing qualities, we refrain from comparing
its merits with others. We describe it thus :— gl

E Mealiroundishoulder s L Sl e b
‘“ Wings':! Mixed ; peacock, ' pheasant, bustard, teal, summer duck,
and yellow swan; topping overall, = » « ° ~ L]
viuHead :3Black herl,-siid i GUstoted s L

e 4 bounDouble Limericks - Sizes No. 4, 5, and 6. »

. The *‘ Oliver,” especially in the body, must be dressed neatly and
sparely. | ey ; Bt e VRN e
il W il ot NO' 8'.._—THE JEANNIE ARG S
Isia popular salmon fly;in theearly summer.:.Hitherto, it has been
used most generally -about, Aboyne, Ballater, and.Braemar. Itis
nothing more nor less than an inexpensive substitute for a Jock Scott.
We have not, yet used it for gri se, but reckon it would take fairly
well. ' Tt'may’be regarded as a good general fly, the size to be used
being regulated by the state of the water. Oar description is i—
soTach Gold twistl e e b oty Drl
i1 Tail :“Small topping, Gl aiad i3 el

#:Body: Black'and.orangeisilk floss, two-thirds black, one-third
orange, the orange nearest to: tag. i Gl
aoGold flat worm. fug =i G i
Hackle : Black only at shoulder.
Wings : Double strips of very.dark mallard—z.e., four pieces, two
on each side, the one ahove the other., .
With or without a topping over wing,

' Cheeks'; 'Jungle fowl,” :
witBlacklhead, *& #itstd dus et iy S

ik ,iii=Double Limericks—Sizes, No. 4, 5, and 6,

.:No..5 and 6 are patterns of our own.. We have failed to trace the
originators of Nos. 7.and 8. In the end of the third paragraph of
qur first. article. for ¢‘ condition ”’ read conditions, and in the following
sentence read leass known for *‘ best known.” WA

Tinvin sdd wnivig
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IMPORTANT. PROSECUTION BY. RIPARIAN OWNERS
.. FOR NIGHT-LINE .FISHING . AT SHREWSBURY.

AtTithe'Mayor's -Court, Shrewsbury, on Saturday, June 14th, a man
named. z:Frederick: Littlehales,: of Shrewsbury, was charged before
E. Parry:and Geo. Eddowes, Esq., with unlawfully and wilfully taking
otherwise than by angling, between the beginning of the last hour
before sunrise and the expiration of the first hour after sunset, certain
eels, value §s., from a portion of the Severn, over which Mr, T, W,
Trouticer has a private right of fishing,

Mr. Chandler appeared for the complainant and Mr. Williams for
the defendanty i i 1o L | )
+Mr.. Chandler explained to the Bench that his client -had not the
slightest desire to prohibit rod and line fishing, but, in consequence
of the injurious effects of night lines, it was necessary to take these
proceedings. ., . s i

In orderto simplify matters, Mr, Williams admitted this prosecu-
tion in Jaw, viz:, that there is no public right of fishing in that
part of a‘tidal'river which in itself is not tidal. '
5Mr: Chandler called Francis ‘Lloyd, water-bailiff, who stated that
on Monday, June 2nd, he was on the river side, near the Pengwern
Boat ‘House, when he:saw defendant Littlehales approaching in a
coracle, and laying night lines. He was accompanied by two boys
in another, coracle, ,who ; were getting stones for sinking the lines,
Defendant went past Mr, Burr’s, and landed in Mr Burton's field,
opposite Mr, Trouncer’s,, Witness stayed out all night, and between
four and five o'clock ‘on’ the following morning he saw defendant
taking up hisinight-lines opposite ' Mr. Trouncer's land, and there

. were a'number-of eels on'the hooks. When defendant went ashore

witness asked him what weight. of fish he thought he had got, and he

| replied, **From 12 to 14 1b.”,

| Cross-examined, defendant laid the lines at about half past two
| o’clock in the afternoon. The custom of fishing with night-lines had
. been ‘recognised ‘from - time immemorial, but Mr. Trouncer had
! recently requested him to watch for river poachers. After he saw
| the defendant lay the lines on the'2nd ‘inst., he went and had some
| beer.with him at the:Acorn. Defendant paid:for the refreshment,
i but that did not.bias him.atall.i; v i o i : s

‘ . In addressing the Bench for the defemce, Mr, Williams complained
| that the prosecution had not adopted some other means for asserting
\ their rights. Night-line .fishing had been recognised from time
| immémorial.” Many persons depended upon it for a livelihood, and
1 yet his client' was brought before the Bench under the same statute
i as he would have been had he beén a servant and stolen his ma_tster s
' money. Defendant was charged with stea ing ; he was placed in the
i category.as any person under the Larceny Act, and therefore it was
%‘ incumbent on the part of the prosecution to prove (1).That there was
| a‘taking of fishj (2) (That the taking was otherwise than by angling ;
“ (3) That the taking was between the beginning of the last hour before
! sunrise and the expiration of the first hour after sunset ; (4) That the

**|iplace from which the fish were taken was within the ownership of the

| prosecutor; .and (5) The right of private. fishing in the alleged
‘owners' - It was $imply a test case to trythe right of'mdlvu?uzﬂs as
:\against a body'of the general public. 'In his opinion 1t wou d have
ibeen a great deal better if the matter had been taken before a Court
Lof Civil Jurisdiction; and if the, magistrates convicted he hoped the

| penalty would be a_nominal one. .~ As; he had observed before, the

el R et e T N
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After expressing his pleasure at {he reception he met with, and at the excellent ||
meeting ge had attended, Mr. Earp concluded amidst applause and thanks. ||
In reply to a question, it was stated that the Birmingham brethren intended.
sending delegates to the Kidderminster Society. The amalgamation ‘was then
formally proposed and carried.. The president then called attention' to the ‘
treatment which their society had received at the kands of Mr. Humpherson, " |
the water bailiff at Bewdley, which he described as having been unjust and;
ungenerous. The bailiff had tried to disparage their society by accusing them
of throwing about their tickets and permits in a reckless manner.: He also
said that the bailiff had made accusations at headquarters which he could not
substantiate. He could understand only one reason for this. Instead of taking
their tickets by rhe riverside, gentlemen now applied personally or by letter | :
to the society, because they believed that it was rendering good. service to
legitima e angling for the sake of assisting it in its efforts ; this had ‘annoyed
Mr. Humpherson. He, lastly, urged them to preserve. a straightforward |i
course—if the bailiff wished to see what they had in their baskets, by all means ||
let him do so. He also advised them to ask the bailiff to be reciprocal and turn' |,
up the contents of his ; that would be a bit of mutual confidence, and if he ' |
had any trout, when he had no business to have them, they would report to
the society. On the motion of Mr. Redding, a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. |
Earp was carried with applause.—Z%e Kidderminster Shuttle, . Hdin

[We regret this was crowded out last weeki—Epi] 0t o |

|

i

L ub aolileit s DY gl wo

had from Gc§rge Cording has been excellent ; the only fault T have to find is g
good one—they lasted one almost too Jong,  One coatin constant use in rain,
five years'; one seven,'stiil good, though™ used as a keeper's summer night

coat. These things speak for themselves.—I am, e OnAs. 0. CarEL.

. = Cray'Fishery; Fooi's Cray, Kent, June ig..

-[The ¢ Carmichael Boot Tree *’ is simply an admirable invention, and . with
the béllows, asMr:Capel suggests, any pressure can be puf on.—ED.]

DYE HACKLES.—¢ LITTLE CUSS.”-—THE ENLARGEMENT.

SIR,—¢Eastern,” in your issue of June 7, advises ¢“ G. B.” to tie his hackles
in bunches previous to putting them ‘in dye pots. Allow me to point out a
better way : it is to put them in small boxes of perforared zinc ; the feathers
can then be examined as often: as needed, and are easier washed when rhe re-
quisite colour,is obtained.. The box requ res boiling in a solution of water and
Hudson’s dry soap after using to take out the dye, or it dries on; and the next -
time you use it, the dye, if a different colour, ig spoiled as well as the feathers,

As we may expect the ‘¢ little cuss *? to make,its appearance very soon, I have
been making a few specimens, and inclose you a few—three red, three orange,
and three very dark olive bodied.” Of course they can be made with any colour
of silk, but I have been unable to obtain anywhite'or dun hackles small enough.
If you will examine the specimens inclosed, you will find they have a peculiar
metallic gloss on the hackles. They are tied on the smallest hooks T could pro=

cure,. : Very pleased to read you are to.increase the. size of the GAZETTE, —

I am, &c., o Sl S. HOWARTH,
184, Station Road, Burton-on.Trent, -~ ° . :

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONVDEI\‘IA"I"S;S’- ko T P.8.—I keep the ¢ Marston Rod ” in stock.

——

W. StepHEN.—Much obliged to you for the interesting cutting.

[The ¢ Midgets ”* are excellent, and dressed on the best small hooks we

(have seen fora long time. We-should advise Mr. H: to send a few of these

J. MusSENGER, Gosforth.—You can get pike scales from Mr. McNee: see his || ** midgets ** to Mr. Franeis M, Walbran, Poole, Wharfedale, Yorks., and ask

advt. in our columns., The pike scale .takes gold ‘and silver paint’ and ‘||
some dyes well, : : ;

¥

CORRESPONDENCE.

[ Wedonot hold oursetvesresponsivle for opinions expressed by our Correspondents.)

ANGLERS’ CHEAP FARES. S i
S1R,—Without wishing to enter into any special controversy as'to the bearing
of yourfootnoteto my communication inlast Saturday week’s Fisamna GAZETTE, *
I would like to say a few words thereon. It is all very well to advise London
anglers who, it would appear, retain some of their cheap travelling privileges, -
to hold their peace and thankfully acceptithe crumbs ; but I opine a different
tune would be played if the whole of their concessions had been, in the most
autocratic way, swept clean away, as ours have. And there is no doubt that
the bulk of anglers in this district will be ¢ absolutely compelled ”’—as you,
Sir, put it, to reduce their fishing excursions at least one half. I shall do it on
princip'e, for, to go as often as before and paying nearly double the price, wou'ld
be playing into the hands of the Railway Directors with ;a vengeance.. Why,
to get to our reservoir we have now to pay 0s. 4d. as against 3s, 6d, under., the
concession.  Of course it does not matter much to the well~to-da angler, whom
the question of ways and means does not trouble, how much he pays, but to .
thousands of others the increased fares are simply prohibitory.,, And these are,
to sit still with folded hands, and feel grateful at being allowed to go either at
full fare or not at all, If being compelledgto stay at home makes the fishing better
for others who will, therefore, go oftener, they are welcome to it at the price,
Besides it would be somewhat like enjoying yourself at the expense of your,
poorer brethren—not general or a cheerful feeling, I should hope.. 'We haveno.
‘‘Thames,” ¢ Lea,” * Darenth,” or ‘¢ Welsh Harp,” in this neighbourhood,
all the fishable water is locked from us with the exception of a few duck ponds
and ditches (chese mostly on sufferance), and Liverpool anglers have to travel,
30 to 50 miles away to get on anything like fair water ; and this at full fares
means staying at home to the majority. And this is what I repeat I shall do,
although I have the chance and the leisure to go a-fishing, and for the reason
that the Railway Company shall not reap any benefit—from me at least—of
their retrograde and arbitrary policy, and also because I should in a manner feel,,
as if I were committing treason by those who will be compelled to stay behind
by reason of the abolition of the cheap fares.~I am, &c., e
June, 11th, 1884. 7 R. WoorrArL, Hon, ; Sec.. wi
[While fully sympathising with Mr, Woolfall and the Liverpool. anglers
generally, and regretting that they have lost all their privileges, we must repeat
that they are only ruining any chance there may be of regaining them by advo-
cating a policy of defiance. Of course this is only our opinion, and we do not
intend to argue the point with Mr. Woodfall ; but we may inform him and all
who believe in a policy of defiance, that when prominent London anglers re-
cenlly interviewed leading Railway officials, they were warned that the continued
agitation of the matter in the papers was opening the eyes of other bodies of .
sportsmen, naturalists, club cyclists, &c., to the fact that anglers were favoured
above any other class of the community, and demands for similar privileges were
being made by these bodies in consequence. The cyclists alone number over
two hundred thousand—they continually use the railways—are often compelled.
to by the state of the roads. As the companies would be compelled to refuse
any general demand for privilege tickets, and could only doso by refusing to
issue any at all—the obvious inference is that the best and soundest policy for
anglers to follow is to quietly and carefully keep what they have and endeavour,
in like manner to regain what they have lost.—ED, ] : .

THE “CARMICHAEL BOOT TREE,” &o; et

SIR,—I seein your last issue ¢ F,R.C.S.” asks about the ¢ Carmichael ** »
tree. 1 have only used them for shoes, but find them veryuseful. Put on a
thick old woollen sock, and put them in. and blow them out, if needful, with a
small bellows, as supplied by my o'd ¢ provider,”” George Cording, and next
day the boots or shoes will be quite dry and firm. I perspire freely in the foot,
which induced me to try the trees. As to waders, I like George Cording’s
boots better than any for home work ; they last far longer than any others. I
have seen. I pay five shillings extra for extra quality of rubber, and have
never yet had cause to repent of it. For mere fishing, T “think Mr. Cording
makes a sort of stocking, with leather boot -or brogue attached, very- handy

for carriage, being very light, with felt soles if desired, Anything I have ever A

him to try them. We do not know any water where the ¢¢ anglers’ curse ”’ is
-more numerous or more exasperating than on the Wharfe.—ED. ]

i (B

DRY ». WET FLY-FISHING,—THE ¢ WHITCHURCH DUN.”
S1r,—1I should be glad to know the dressing of the ‘“ Whitchurch”’ fly spoken
of by *Silver Doctor ”” in his interesting letter on the ¢ Dry or Wes Fly.”
‘In"your footenote you ask when the dry fly system came in‘o practice or wasin-
vented,  For many years I fished with a professional fly tier and pracrical angler,
‘who also acted as my attendant, and frequently, when we could not take a
.certain fish'in 4 still part of the river (having tried every lirely fly), we resorted
ito a'dry fly, and often with 'success, and we did this from noticing that we
often took a fish upon our first throwing our flies or a fresh fly when changing.
Still, T admit, we did not think of following up the practice of, throwing a dry
fly only as a last resource,: -No doubt many anglers have had the same experi-
lence.. " Who first made public or advocated the dry fly system I do not know.
I heard of it first in' Winchester about 1877, but I do not remember who in
_particular spoke of it, though I feel pretty sure Mr, Marryat was one who
advocated it, but how leng he had been in the habit of using the dry fly I
cannot say. , Having gererally fished in rapidly-running streams, which are
not adapted to the dry fly, I did not feel the necessity, until I fished the Itchen
at Winchester, where I soon found different tactics must be resorted to, and
‘that'T must first find a feeding fish'and then throw a dry fly in order to have a
chance of taking it." Of course these remarks do not apply when the water is
disturbed by wind or'rain:—I am, &ec., ; W. T. H.
Bakewell, June 16, e - 1
i [We remember the dry fly in use at Winchester many years before 1877,
Perhaps Mr, Marryat, or Mr. Mann, or Captain Turle, or some other old

. Hampshire angler may remember when the system of fishing chiefly for rising

fish with a dry fly and drying the fly between each cast came into fashion.—
e

g A5 RO O

L EYED HOOKS, GOLDEN HACKLES, &o.

Si,~Allow me to make a correction in .my letter of May 31st, which
though"not of any importance o the general public, I think is due to Mr.
Hally S atdes o B0 e : < .

After consultation as to preliminary patterns, it was he (not I) who under-
took to write to Hutchinson .and’ Son’ for sample hooks, and placed our first
joint order. The hooks then made were eyed *“ sneck ’’ bends ; afterwards the
patttern 'was altered to, ¢ Limerick *’ bend, and Mr. Hall got the hooks per~
fected by the addition of the sneck twist to the Limerick bend, now so well

knownii el e el e e :

it a'm"'xﬁuch"'obliged ,fo” ¢ Eastern ™, for his receipf | for, dying white
hackles a' goldenyellow, which I ‘will try if I do not find  patural ones of the
kind required, -~ ¢ 1 S g et :

The peculiar point I 'desire is the lustre of the golden pheasant topping in
a suitable feather for hackles. I had experience in  Scotland last autumn of
the unusual preference of sea trout and loch trout for a fly (well known in the
South'as an excellent Small trcut fly), which{I dressed as an experiment on the
larger siges of hooks for that style of sport, as, when using this on a cast with
various’ other well-known patteras I fook four out of five flsh with it, all
through my excursion,, ' | : e

I think I can still further improve the pattern if I can obtain suitable hackles ;
but there is a dulness of colour about all fowl hackles, which (though desir-
able in small trout flies) is the reverse of what I am aiming. at .in the larger
fly, and I hope some salmon fly dresser may yet be able to tell me of a suit-
able feathers, ' Yellow macaw side or breast looks about the right shade, but
I fear the featlier would not be right in shape ol Lt -

If I suceeed, and the result is good with the fish this coming autumn, 1 will
place the pattern at'your disposal, but I haye not yet seen it used as a loch, or
sea'trout fly.~—I am, &, GE0, BANKART.
© Theicester. - S : ;

Qo0 b SHIT3E (ol

3w o dE babpaas g bt i

po S S ROACH QUERY, B ‘

Sie,—Can any of your readers inform me the time that elapses between the
spawning of roach and the appearance of the young fry ?—I am, &c.,

[It depends on the temperature, but ranges between 4 and 10 days.—ED.]

i 4t e Jeskoan s = &

GEORGE JAMES EATON, of 8tarkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfullv invites
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent
or made up but what he himself has proved -sure killers, A trial is all that is required,
from gentlemen who can fish, to prove whether they may be genuine ornot., Patronised b
some of the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices;

Point_Flies, 2s. 6d., per Dozen ;. Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, Orders vunctually
attended to.'—(@nv‘t.)
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tor Review, &c., must be addressed to the Editor of the "FisHinG GAzETTE, No. 12,
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. . e % ) &
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return-rejected MSS,
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope, | ey
Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real’
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee
of good faith, Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such
communications; 2y
THE F1sHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messys; W
H. Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing
Tackle Dealers in London aud the Provinces, e s §

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. .. | b il b
payable in advance, for the United Kingdom ‘is 8s.; orpos

the United States, and Canada, the ‘Annual Subscription, -
is twelve shillings and sizpence, s

The Annual Subscription,
ree, 105, 6d.

To anypart of Europe,
ncluding postage,

e - ADVERTISEMENTS, - . .. p LLFR
All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of
Tue FisHING Gazerra, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. .
Scotch Agency—Mr, J, G. Gray (Henderson’s Agency), 49, York Place, Edinborgh, 5 -
Irish Agency—Mr. T. E, Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin, - CELEG
American Office and Agency, Mr. De ‘Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York,
.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made.
payable to Messrs, SAMPsON Low, MazsToxN, AND Co.,the Proprietors, :
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SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 1884, ' - r.

A CONGRATULATION. = .

(FroM ONE oF oUR EARLIEST CoNTRIBUTORS)) - ¢
*"T"HE close-“set” pages of the Frsuive - GAzETTE' of to-day
1 affora a striking contrast to the early issues, when some,
of my own contributions appeared in all the honours of ¢ double-..
leaded ” type. The paper has undoubtedly supplied a-want ; the -
large increase in the advertisements, and the great popularity of
the GAzETTE, has warranted the Editor, as one of the proprietors,
in increasing its size without adding to the price. The Editor
complains that he is flooded with held-over, correspondence..
Brevity is a blessing to any editor where the space is arbitrary.
If club meetings are held on the first two or three evénings of the '
working week, the secretaries should write'a succinct paragraph,
and postthe *““copy ’‘at once! Inithe otdinary ¢
each writer should strive to get at the kernel of his’subject; and
mentally “boil it down,” and discard ‘all the husk. .Cant terms’
of angling should be avoided by all, and sorry attempts at wit and '
humour never indulged in. ‘Most Englishmen when they meet
together for pleasure indulge ,in harmony”’ ;' but there is no.
need at all to .mention, the ;:songs : sung: « Every reader of the
FisuiNg Gazerre will thus find the enlarged seriés increasingly’
interesting, and by the ““ boiling down” process, however much
some vain folk like to “see their names in print,”. the ¢ great:
guns”’ only can’ go into detail on smart ‘performances; 'because the
interest of the cause will warrant their doing so, ‘i o
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MR. J. W. WILLIS BUND, M.A., has done great service to
all anglers, and, indeed, to everyone: interested -in--our:
inland waters, by publishing, in a very handy and cheap form:"
the Mundella Act of 1878 and the Birkbeck Act of 1884. We call
it the Birkbeck Act because, although intreduced by:Mr. Hibbert, ;
M.P., it was fostered into vigorous life and usefulness by M.
Edward® Birkbeck, M.P.—indeed; in its original state'it . was'
merely intended to be special and, perhaps, local in-its action.
Mr. Willis Bund not.only gives ‘us: the Acts, but he’ 4lso ‘gives a
most clear and valuable commentary on their various clauses,
pointing out the effect of this or that clause in such ja manner;as;
could only be done by a lawyer, and a lawyer |who thadyan im-;
mense experience of the working of the laws relating to fishing.
Mr. Willis Bund is the first authority of the day on legal matters
connected with fisheries, and we have the greatest pleasure in
advising our readers to obtain this little work, which may be had,
“price 1s., of Messrs. Butterworth’s, 7, Fleet Street,, London,,
The Act of 1884 (taken in connection with previous legislation)
has provided for England and Wales the best system for fostering'
and protecting their fisheries they have ever had, and far better
than anything which is done in this direction by any.other
country in the world. . S e
Every angler, and especially the secretary of every angling

+| ‘Stallard, jun,,

correspandence,”, |

o 'Svix,-;-‘-;OniMonda

félub,uougﬁt to understand the laws of his country relating to his-

| favourite sport.._} It 'should be remembered that ignorance of the

law is not considered a legal excuse

for breaking it.
- Yt on ; : ¢
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S PR.OSEVC,UTION‘ BY; THE SEVERN FISHERY BOARD .
by et s s o0 IN | HEREFORDSHIRE, , i
AT Ledbury, Herefordshire, at the last Petty Sessions, before Colonel:
Kyrle, Captain Archdale, and J. Hopton, Esq., Richard Hoare,
-Charles Fieldy John Farmer, George Thomas, Thomas James, and
James.James, of Bosbury, were summoned by the Severn Fishery
‘Board, - for-illegally taking trout out of a brook at Bosbury. Mr. 1o
clerk to the Severn Fishery Board; prosecuted, =
# »Police-constable McDonald deposed to seeing James James on the
afternoon of May 24th, who spoke to him about fishing. ~“He (witness)
showed him a bill prohibiting fishing unless in conformity with the
Acti At half-past six the same day, he saw the defendants near the
bridge over the brook at Bosbury. They were under the bridge,
lading! the water. At the expiration ‘of twenty minutes, J. James:
came from under the arch, with a bucket nearly filled with fish,, The *
defendant Farmer said they had no license.: - A
It'was. stated that four of the defendants were not there by pre-
arrangement, but were attracted by curiosity. - S ;
 The Bench said they had no alternative but to ‘convict, and fined
each defendant 8s. or seven days. AsNdil gy
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0. SINGULAR +INCIDENT DURING TROUT FISHING.
.. S1r,—The ' following :singular incident occurred the other day while
I was fishing for trout at Hambledon, near" Henley-on-Thames. . I was live
.baiting with a bleak for a large'trput that T had observed on several occasions,
and I was using gut snap tackle, without float or shot, simply allowing the bait *
_to'swim where it chose. ‘' | ; ; ‘
The bleak nafurally ¢ame up to the surface]of the water frequently, and I’
"'allowed it‘a'swim' of forty yards or thereabouts.” After some little time, while
‘turning round to: light, my pipe, ‘I heard the rattle of my winck, which, to my
{surprise, was caused, not b?: a fish taking the bait, but by a ¢ martin, which,
to my astonishment, was hooked and fluttering on the water, I drew in my
“line and found that it was a fact thatithe: poor little bird was, hooked clean .
.through the upper part of its beak. How this occurred I am at a lossto:
~imagine, except:that perhaps the martin made a sudden dive at an insect, and
the bait rising to the surface at that exact moment, the hook got thus imbedded
in the bird, but it was'strange that the capture should have been effected
thus—¢¢ fairly hooked.”” "I am a constant reader of your interesting paper and
thought that perhaps the above ‘circumstance from its singularity - might be
worth' mentioning.—I am, &c., il S H T DoKRILY.
(y: Pall Mall Club.s:, - i 2n.0 '
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C i heis 2t ENGLISH TROUT INCAMERIGA fisiy t: it o
..S1R,—You have ‘a_slight error in.the . American paragraph on page 289,
' about the ova from the Wye. They were from the upper part of the ey, at
'Alton, where we have fish of 8 Ib; and over.~I'am, &c., . T. ANDREWS.
. Westgate House, Guildford, June 21, - 15 .o 020 ain, ‘
.7 FINE'TACKLE FOR THE THAMES. 2 i
last L fished ab Walton-on-Thames with old George Hone,
and after trying' with a fine ledger line for four hours, began to think the day
‘would be another blank."' ; : ; s
X thought.I would try the very finest roach tackle. , ., This was soon fitted to
my fine silk running line, and after two or three swims, I hooked a nice bream.
' This was followed by another, and another, until’ Mr. Jack paid a visit to my
swim, I fitted up a paternoster with a nice lively dace, and soon had the
' pleasure of placing a jack of 33 Ib. in the well, and a short time after I caught
another of 2 1b; weight ;' this, unfortunately, I eould but return to the river,
The fish was killed in getting the hook out, .. v sl e R
+ - The river is full of fish, but as old George says, they want ‘¢ ketching.” My
day’s 'sporf, fourteen good bream, largest 31b., two jack, 3% and 2 1b.—TI am,
: ‘ il ¢ ..  ATFRED Mackgizr, T.A.P.S,
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{ e S s DRY FLY 'FISHING'” UP STREAM, * 1
i SIR,—Several letters have lately appeared on this subject in . the FrsmiNg
' GAZETTE. "~ So far as I have been able to ascertain from anglers  accustomed
“Ito, this imethod of fly-fishing, a comparatively recent origin for the practice is
, given by them all ; and you, yourself, in an editorial note annexed'to” a letter
{ on this subject; in) the last number of the GAZETTE, say ‘ we remember the dry_
' fly in useat Winchester jmany years before 1877. Bee ; 5
1t is not easy to say how long it is since dry fly-fishing was begun, for with-
i out publication it may, in some districts have been long practised as the most
deatﬁy mode of taking wary trout, Certainly it is only of recent ,years that
this practice has become so general and well known. : ; :
I am sure it will interest your readers when I mention that in one book only
in my library I have found "a comparatively early record of advice on this
matter. © ' W, Wilson, of Hatton Garden, printed and published in London in
.1815 a book entitled, ‘¢ Series of Letterson Sporting, by Robert Lascelles,
Esq. : in two parts,”’ the first is on angling, and the second on shooting. The
letters'on fishing were written in 1811 to his friend G——, and in one of them
headed ¢ Orick Howell (Wales),”” while givinghisfriend an account of the flies on
the water, and speaking of the March brown, or cob fly; says (p. 31) : ¢ These

flies appear in large shoals, and at times the water is perfectly alive. I shou'd
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recommend every one before he attempts the artificial, to catch a patural ore,”
as their bodies vary so much in colour, but this one in particular in which re-
spect he is a perfect chamelion a most famous ki ling fly throughout the
season. . . . When this fly firs® comes on the water the fish instantly
flock to the head of the stream, and scarce one out of thousands escapes their
fury. It will materialiy assist your diversion, I think, if you use three flies of
this description at the same time ; one of lighter co'our, another something
sadder, and a third the exact colour of the natural fly, for by throwing gently
up fhe stream and allowing yours to swim down with'the other flies a fish is
more likely to be off his guard, and under such circumstances every dext'erity of
skill is required to lure bim into the snare.’’ Very good advice! Mr.
Lascelles has in this passage indicated the principle and advised the practice of
dry fly-fishing which has nowadays been reduced to such perfection. I do not
suppose that many, if any of us, will take his advice and use three flies ; one
is found to be sufficient ; the two if double winged and on eyed hooks can be
easily managed ; but on this point I do not mean to en‘er, as I began this
Jetter, now too long, merely 10 try if pessib’e to fix the time when dry fly-
fishing was first practised and published. , :

Possibly someone else may be able to fix 2 more ancient date; but this is cer-
tain: the ‘“ many-years before 1877, Mr, Editor, will not reach back to 1811.
—I am, &c, JomN BrUNTON, M.D.

21, Euston Road, N.

[Dr. Brunton’s interesting letter does not prove quite enough for our pur-
pose. Lascelles simply recommends up-stream fishing with three flies, and
says nothing about drying them and making them float, but only that they
should swim down—which may, and most probably, does mean the ordinary
three-fly up-stream cast. Mr. Francis- Francis nearly twenly years ago de-
scribed ¢¢ Dry-fly fishing ” fully in his invaluable ¢ Book of Angling’’ In
connection with this matter, Mr. Marryat, probably about the best fly-fisher

for trout now alive, has written us a note which will be found in our columns,
—ED.]

WHO INVENTED DRY-FLY FISHING ?

Sir,—I believe the Jate James Ogden, of Cheltenham, claimed to have been
the inventor of the dry-fly System, but I expect it is a case of evolution, and
that the first man who threw a dry fly is lost to fame, caret guia vate sacro. 1
see your correspondent, ‘‘ Hampshire,’’ saw me cast twenty-eight yards of
line with a single-handed rod ; it was not measured, and if I were yoa I should
reel in about six yards two feet e'even inches and threequariers, or you will
raise ‘“ Merry Nell”” at the forthcoming FISHING GAZETTE Tournament on
July 26, unless I come and do it, or burst a little gut trying to do it. I have
just been staying at Houghton Mill. I fished one evening at Piddlesworth,
and got a brace of fish and two great silly dace that hadn’t as much judgment
as not to rise like grayling, and so met a dry death. I don't hanker after
fishing a single blank in hay fields; docks is cusses, and thistles is blisphemy,
and all fishermen’s recording angels have to be double-balked in hay time.
Who might ¢ Hampshire *’ be, if it is not a breach of etiquette to say P—I am,
&c., Gro. I. MARRYAT.

[We must leave ¢¢ Hampshire ”’ to make himself known to Mr. Marryat, if
he cares to do so. We can fully sympathise with Mr. Marryat and the exas-
perating state casting from a hay field induces in all but angels. Last Monday
we had a fair dese of this form of hay fever. You see a fish rise just on the
edge of the weeds, say within an easy cast up stream, fifteen yards perhaps.
You kneel down and creep as near the water as possible to get free of over-
hanging green things. Two or three flutters of the fly to dry it, then a nice
back cast, and with your eye intent on the feeding place, you make the for-
ward cast.  Everything goes nicely until you have got full steam up, and then
—bang—your fly has got round a slender " but tough bit of rye grass, or the
red scale-like flowers of the dock. On such an occasion the best thing to
do is to set your teeth well into the screw of your whisky flask and take a
solar observation, remember the ¢ World's ** advice as to what to say, and re-
peat ¢ Godfrey Daniel's blast and furnace works * until relieved. Repeat it
to the farmer if he asks you why you don’t walk ¢¢all over the field.” —ED.]

ANGLERS’. CHEAP FARES,

S1r,—The recreation or pastime of angling differs from all others, insomuch
that it is indulged in both summer and winter.  Cyclists can mount their
machines and ride where they please, and only take to the railways when the
state of the road or weather *¢compels”’ them. Anglers cannot get astiide
their rods, and ride to this place and that place; they must use the iron road
to arrive at their destination. Hence there is no comparison as {o the needs of
these two to the consideration of railway directors. =~ Other pastimes, such as
shooting, botanising, &c., are mostly followed by those whose means are
ample, and whose time in a great measure is, so to say, their own.  These
could not possibly enter into competition with the bulk of anglers for an ex-
tension of the cheap fares to them. Of course there are plenty of arglers who
do not need and do not use the ‘cheap fares, and, indeed, in our association we
have members who on principle would not use the privilege card, but who have
always paid ordinary fare, arguing, and properly so, that the concession was
intended for the benefit of their poorer brethren.

But, Sir, we cannot “keep > what we have not ‘¢ got,"” and we have quietly
and humbly endeavoured to regain what ‘was taken from us. Wedrew up and
submitted a code of regulations or guarantees to the directors as safeguards to
the issue of the cheap fares, at the same time saying that if these were not
approved of we placed ourselves in their hands, and would accept such condi-
tions as they might think necessary.  Several of our patrons, who are M.P.’s,
also used their interest to have the privilege restored to us, but without avail,
It was evident the directors of the London and North-Western, Great Western,
and Lancashire and Yorkshire did not intend to listen, and had made up their
minds to persist in their high-handed policy as far as Liverpool was concerned,
and I should think that under the circumstances no one can possibly blame
anglers here for resolving to make up their minds to stay at home, and thus
deprive the railway companies of any benefit they may have hoped to derive
from the increased fares. This is the policy I have adopted, and which I shall
most certainly follow up, as I think it the only one to have any lasting effect.
—Iam, &c., Rp. WoorraLL,

Hon, sec. the Liverpool Angling Association.

BOLTON ANGLERS AND CHEAP TRAVELLING.
81r,—1In your issue of the I4th of pJune I see a letter signed,. ‘¢ John
Walsh,”” in ‘which he suggests that the anglers of Bolton should acquire waters
near home, and thus get rid of the necessity of spending money in travelling

by rail. * Can Mr. Walsh point out any waters worth fishing in that we
have any chance of securing?” I have résided in Bolton for many years, bus
up to this time have failed to find any deceat fishing within many miles.

Of course there are the Corporation Waterworks Reservoirs, which are
rented, I believe, by a club styled ¢¢ The Bolton Anglers’ Association,’’ who
issue tickets at 15s. for the season. The reservoirs are five in number, and
from two to six miles’ distance from Bolton. They all contain tr,ut, but no%
very many. The fishing, therefore, is rather poor, blank days being pretiy
frequent. One fish is a fair afternoon’s catch; two a very good one ; and
three, so far as my experience goes, an exceptional occurrence. I have often
fished these reservoirs and seen many other people angling, but have never had,
or witnessed anyone else have, a really good day’s sport.

Iimagine, from accounts I have read in this paper, that the fishing in these
lodges is not unlike fishing for trout in the Thames, except that our fish,
although of fair size, are by no means so large as those of that river. If these
waters were well stocked with good fish—Loch Leven trout, for instance—I,
and I daresay many others, would gladly pay double or treble the subscription
now required ; but at present the game is scarcely worth the candle.

Then there are the Parz Lakes. The fish they contain are principally very
small roach, four or five inches in length ; of these there are a great quantity.
The Corporation, however, is very capricious in opening thewu for fishing,
which it does sometimes at a charge of 1s. per day, or rather Lalf day, as the
fishing is confined to Saturday afternoons.

We have also within two or three miles of Bolton Rumworth Reservoir,
which contains a few coarse fish. The public are permitted to fish it on pay-
ment of Is. per day. The fishingis very poor indeed.

There is also a canal here, but this is, so far as I can ascerlain, entirely
destitute of fish. -

At Worsley, six or seven miles distant, is another canal. It containsa few
gudgeon and small eels.

In the neighbourhood of Bolton are a few lodges attached to bleachworks,
&c., but permission is difficult, and in some cases impossible to obtain, and
even when it is got is worth very little.

The above constitute all the fishing places I can think of round Bolton. We
have no river that is not liquid sewage.  The nearest fishable river is the
Ribble, miles away. In journeying to and from this river anglers’ cheap
tickets were a great boon.

Under the above-named circumstances, I think the best course for the
anglers of Bolton to pursue is to strive for, and, if possible, obtain, the consent
of the railway companies to again grant them the privilege of cheap travelling,
which permitted them, at a moderate expense, to visit not only the Ribble
and Wyre, but such rivers as the Dove, Dee, Trent, also Windermee Lake,
Lancaster Canal, &c., &c.

With all due deference to Mr. ‘Wa'sh, the waters about Bolton will never,
in my opinion, afford sufficient gport for the many hundreds of anglers who
reside in that town.—I am, &c., OSPREY.

A LARGE IRISH PIKE.

SIR,—A welcome addition has been made to the already iarge colle:iion of
varieties of stuffed fish at the house of Mr. Joseph Lawson, The Angler's
Home, Queen’s Street, Bolton, by the reception of a magnificent specimen of
pike. 1t was caught near Athlone, Ireland, by a friend who sent it here. It
has been very handsemely mounted by Mr. Cooper, Radnor Street, London,
E.C. It weighed 36 1b. 10 0z., was 4 {t. long, it is now 3 ft. 10} in, circums
ference 2 feet. It is thought here that it is about the third largest ever caughs
recently. Mr. Lawson is himself one of the most energetic ang ers in the
Bolton district of the amalgamated societies.—I am, &c.,

Bolton, Lancashire. ‘WirniAM HADDOCK.

THE OUSE AT LITTLEPORT.

Sir,—Will you kindly insert the following in your valuable paper, as I find
since I started reporting to it, it is a frequent occurrence for anglers to come
from a distance, quite expecting that I have the right to the water over which
we fish, whereas I am only a member of the Cambridge and Ely Angling
Society, who strictly preserve the five miles of water between Ely and Little-
port, known as the South Level Cut, and no one is allowed to fish unless a
member. They, however, bring the subscriptions within the reach of the
humblest disciple of good old [saac. The annual subscription for bottom
fishing only being 2s. 6d., but for all-round fishing 5s. The latter ticket is
stamped at the office of the Great Eastern Railway, and enables anglers to
travel between Cambridge and Littleport at single fare ; tickets may be obtained
at the office of the hon. sec., 63, Sidney Street, Cambridge, of A. C. Allen,
Local hon. sec., Club Inn, Ely; R. J. Leach, Littleport ; or W. Howlett,
Newmarket.

‘We have the river again swarming with fish. But up to the present have
done but little good among them, as the growing weed is the great attraction.
The greatest number I have heard of was taken on 16th by Mr. Hy. Lee,
Cambridge, seventeen fish, in all; none large. Mr. Hailstone on two days
last week, a few decent perch and a couple of small bream ; Messrs. Pigott and
Richmond, Ely, some good perch in the Lark. There is one comfort, how-
ever ; no one, [ believe, has had a blank day. I have jast had a piece of good
news from the keeper. Member Ward, of Littleport, took four good bream,
103 1b., on Tuesday, and four again on Wednesday, over 11 1b., boiled wheat
being the bait.—I am, &c., C. SourH.

8outh Level Cut, Littleport.

[Quite agree with your private postscript; have had it attended to. We
should strongly advise the association to issue 6d. or 1s. day tickets, as 2s. 6d.
when an angler can only fish for one day is too much to charge. ‘These day
tickets would bring in a useful little sum. Although 2s. 6d. is very little for
the year, it is a good deal when added to the railway fare when one can only
get away for the one day.—Eb ]

FISHING IN THE BLACK FOREST.

SIR,—¢N. E. L.,”” whose query appeared in the GAZEITE of the 14th inst,
would find Gunsbach a good centre. It lies at the mouth of the Murg Thal,
to the east of Baden-Baden. The trout fishing is very good indeed ; flies
such as blue upright, black gnat, red ant, black ant, Spanish needle, Marlow
buzg, and G. J. Eaton’s bumbles would, in all probability, be the best killers
for July and August. The best German anglers’ guide js Von dem Borne's
¢ Wegweiser fiir Angler ”’ (Wiegandt, Berlin), which gives all the German
trout localities.

Permission to fish can he had of Herr Gerber, who keeps the Krone Hotel.
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gl up, for lost time, we immediately threw out our baits, and |
étl;.écrrx;?:ll((? H&%g’sfﬂ%at_'Waé gone. ;HAL:‘;r‘aingtg:px";tng[after‘I.h,ad the |
pleasure of gaffing a nice pike for h.l‘m,‘welghmg 7 1bf. and -f.h}s proved |
to be our.lastifish: ; We tried,spinning and, dead, gorge to;no purpose,
and, as it was now.getling dark, We gaye, oyer, yery,, Well, satisfied
wi ARV DSPOIE 1 i Ay i il ol e agilipa
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with a curiousjadventure, the parficulars qf\wl,uchji will impart to you |
in ‘anothen pape; before long. . Ultimately we arrived home in safety, |
-and you may, ge,,sure my wife, was, on,this oceasiomn, pllgz‘;jgedf 0,5ee us, |
for this was one of our big days, not so much in thelnumbg‘rp‘olf’ ,__‘ﬁSh
caught, as in their condition and size. When we weighed 'them " we
found we had six pike, weighing 47 Ib., and four perch that brought |
down the scale at 63 1b. o “
ow, Mr. Editor, you must agree with me that we had * not at all

a bad day’s sport.” : e — i

[ ¢ Pixie " will'dppreciate this article;-espetially th Hirst part of it.
So| will every angler who is inthé same boat- Mr.)
What a lucky thing it is oue-Wives do nc vay! :aJd/t,h
GAZETTE.—ED.] /,;’9
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THE ADFUSTABLEFISHING ROD”HOLDER. | |
oy Apaas manydiventors call upon us tolask |

our opinion as foSpheth

In/the majority of %82 ‘obliged to poitth out that the thing

sor that or'the Bther is worth patenting. |

has been done alreadj: We_always feel an intellest in these invens f

tions, and are always glad-to recognise anything ikely to be of value |

to anglers, Some time last year the inyento

i f the ¢ Adjust?ble
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! The following 4kt advindsdes claimea fotil birthe inventor z—
fo many, kinds, of .angling; it is desirable that the rod: sheuldjremain held in a
i bo oo CETIBIN place,at a certain.angles. v i lindah 1o eeanlutatnn
This fnvention (fig, 1 isan, * Adjustable Lishing Rod, Holder,,which can, be
iff 0 1 fXed ln the bank, or upon the bough of a tree. o side iof .a,tbaay] or
161 " punt.""In dailmg' the at‘em‘.ign,(o(‘a’ulglqrg’ to ﬁ,l;h.ip,ng;f 1t AWant,ﬁbe
: i nventor begs to point ouf'a féw 'of the: many. ‘advan fagég hrising
bomorun ifem jts'use] ‘Wwhich'he; ad :i-‘pi-éé"ic‘h ‘afigier, bas discovere s
I.—The rod can be fixed so that the butt end comes to the edpe ‘of ' the
water, thus vbringingt-herfulHengthprhe» rod into use.
IL.—The rod holder can be adjusted so as to fish. when the water is bank
high or some feet below, = | S S
III.—The rod holder cat bé\:&lu_‘ci{ inito the' sheér face of a high bank (fig. 2),
and the»?tjointbf{lh’cfro‘d5deprés‘§éd"ii§'heé’f"ﬂ{éﬂﬁéterﬂ as desired.
1V.—The rod js so'held thatiinsfantly a “¢ bite % 4is' sttt ohe )t strikh 19
120 1o 31 as freely as;though it had béen eld dnthe handrall the'time] 1c
.eeNrTkbe Rqﬁiyhtﬂder;gan ibe 4djusted to anylangle withbut taking-it «but 'of
e nithe ‘frq}ll}%v»i“:m'n.(:j/(mn,fl rovoy & vd Hlwnso 9row yad T
b f.kirEhe rod holder iy supplied with or; without:tlie of4 boat ielip;!i -whick
Inist1sn Dag 4 sefting screw (figs;3); so that, the z0d holder may :be fixed; ta
\ ey the'side of a boat, or punt (fg. 4) or,bpp,glx;-ufa tr88n o150t viav
V-?I:a-:l'x{“*.bdhj: fishing,” 'the Same adyantages. é,tten&illlg‘ isg;of  .the, ftog),
20 VIDIECYpldet as'When B8hing from 'the bank. A1l ang Iérs know how awk
== 0% FIARd ir i th bt ‘ d’out of ‘hand,"
VIII.—WeLen using the ‘“rod holder,” there is no dangér of Godins the tod ¢
ol 1o 20itcannot ‘ol loritip! from “the b4t ‘Ot bank,] 10% fish can' tun off
yordd hoswithiit; and: the‘Ff‘cés‘mé ofiwitid 661y makés'it Hold: (ighter! ™ A\
1d:X o=¢The10d hélderiholds equally/ellilohy b short; ~thick>or thin;'light
odT  mns0riheavy rods §iinifacs, itisisoumdapted that!thejgreater ithei s\rain
o - {'i( he greater.the security s 10 tdidoia add suyieden 2ateh) ; ‘
eotbsTii) ie.rod holder; when Dot in use-will, close .up -in-such! 4-small com !
aniT s Basy that ik may, easily. be. carried; in thepbag,ijbaskat, :dropocket:
¢ oo 18 Weight being bub a few ounces, i, .. 1 .. b 3o

et
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¢ Having given this, little invention.a pretty severe ;trial with’ an
18-foot cane rod in a stiff breeze, we can testify to its, extreme sim-
plicity and utility, and other advantages which are quite fairly set out
in,the above illustrated description, It isjbrought out, by Messts.

C. L. Mathews and Co., 14, Wynyatt Street,. St. John, Street, Road,

London, E.C,, and the price brings it within. the' reach, of evenathe -

spoorest angler.” We intend to use it always. in future whea fishing

for.¢arp, bream, pike, perch, tench,, eels;;&e.,, in.gtill waterjor when

ledgering from the bank of a stream.y cvinaariny v 1pdt aoitnam
“'The pointed stem should be at least
present hold is hardly sufficient in loose sandy soil, when a heavy

rod is used. This is the only improvement we can suggest and

we understand Messrsr-Mathews are now making them with longer * ‘

‘stems. They have kindly promised us sey

ceral as prizes for the
Tournameat, 104 1A S el )
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" ON A YORKSHIRE CHALK STREAM,

2ol o)1 By FRANGIS Miv WALBRAN 01! ”‘f”‘;-‘?f; 1.1 '1

i Vi—agzar2irinney giomasol goad ot amr of
iFoR:someiweeks prévious to Whitsuntide ' I'had been' debatin ety
imind:where Iisliould go fishing during the' holidays( but 'could atrive
«atmo batisfactery conc'usion; for I'knew well frombexperience thatat
:such times almost - every. (avdilable: piece: of Kvater in'fYorkshire 'is
linundated with anglers. o Great was my delight; 'therefore; 'tb reesive
alettet from a noted Wharfeda'e fisherman ‘giving ime an ‘invitatioh
to fish with him for a coupleof days:upon ‘& length of itrout! watet,
which: partakes of ‘that- character:'so' tantalisingly describedid: tie
¢ Anglérs’ Diary’? as ¢ permission impossible! it 1o oot aily neds
boMonday morning arrived,: bright -and ' sunny, . but ‘with:a talich' of

towards Leeds, wheré we caught the exprebs that was to bear'ts to
" T'he' time passéd pleasantlyenough in' anglirigrchiat
(other two members of the club joining us at a station further oinvthe
line), and-at 1130 we stepped-on tos therplatform Yof-a‘rustio station
withi sou’s fiall-eager.for the fray.?t olai v bioito 19 bins aunt o
2ufiWelly € dre thefishirising'? i exclaimed*my companion to'the
keeper,iwhoihad rby. this time-appeared:upon the scene: 5 1ilv} nand

I.came:ialong just inow;: but'T am!' afeatd: you'll ‘find ©the :wind
-awkard,” he.added, by way of pdrenthesis, ylduowdt wonr ady sd
-ivd’he: stream.that we iwere going.to: fish-upbn issimilar inEhatacter

| to t.he:riv’ers-linvefher;sduthemfrcr‘dntiés,'lhavir']g.wfor1hé most partia
| chalky-bottom;with héreand ‘thérea istretchrof ‘goldeti gravel'; beds

ofiweeds: extending-ini somérplaces tothe centre of'ther stream, under
whichithe fish-hdve splendid shelter, My'companions'béing membets
of the club, the keeper left them to select their own ground;add
waiked-.down to-the wiver with itme,vin ordetithatihe might show fie a
likely#place-to! commence ‘upom. “Thewater wag as cleafias crystal|
50(1nselected‘r;thg‘f;ﬁﬁestw detawn vgut'icast that! I..could find,~ and
attached;a yellow: dun- as \:poinb and: an:iron blyé dun as'dropper,
dﬁ&mingitWo;ﬂieg suffictenty ey N trild oo vierdnig slave o)

One or two fine trout were sailing leisurely round d/)smalb
poo\_wbelawéjraw niilLieluiceysiand 1 Ili carefolly ccoveded: them, rrOnélof
them;veered round;and madercloser inspectionhofr my lyellow dun;
but retired withoutirising;iiso after another:cdst-ortwo I'sauntered
on down stream, te'ling the keeper that Iivould: callin atshis cottage
in theeyening fora cup of tea, after'which’he ptomised to| accompany
me to Qne,ogtworlike]y(spotg. Al aaisd walt atdoal 2 ”"I"T
sdThewind incteased,:and atilength bécamé peifectly :intolerable;
foryifiI tried to make a-delicate cast.over ‘a risingfish; a‘sudden/gust
would be certain-to double up thy flies and cause a splash that Sert
him to" shelter under theiweeds with a detisiveé 'wave of his broad
tail, Inaddition- t6, that it was impossiblertothook thiem propérly;
owing to the difficulty that I experienced in: keeping the lihd taut,
so;that I'1lost; fish after: fish+din ‘aimost!iexasperating manner;7ahd

. 10 inches),sit-was salmost: four:o’clockin! the afternoon before T sic-
ceeded;in creeling & nice, plumpitrout, weighing about r:1bi' I'deters
mined, thereforeyto reserve: myself | forithe: levening - fishing] and,!
accordingly, wended my way to the keeper's csttage.” cHis wife sooti
prepared; a; cup of tea dorme, iwhich; together: lwith ‘new laid eg¥s,

fresh saladj and homeimade [bread and butter; T thorouihly enjoyad,
Tea finished; I-smoked-a.pipe'or two while T'conversed with Ci upont!
angling -matters: generally iantil about seven: o’clo¢k, Whenwe ‘onde
more sallied forthito themill:pool: alluded toabove. itAs the sluices
were open, . .goqd body of waterwasinow'runding through the cedtre
of this poolil In-ofteicatner was abackwater, which'rarin under the:
shelter -of some haWthom'-bushes',«r'and,r\peering«throﬂgh’?them,{ T
| observed about; a.dozen good trout: sucking “in'everyinsect that cathe
| down,toithem from the main stream:. Lengtheningiout line; I cast my
flies) Straight: intosthe iicurrent, ! and, rraisingoihe 1point ofrmy ‘rod;
allowed them to sweep round into:ther eddy: hUp dame a'beaiity at
- once, .and the next momeént my-rod bent almost rdoitble as the Abh

| yushgd: dewn dnto; theipooli below. = Carefuily Diplayed thimiout;idnd:
} Ciscooped dutlianother poundertonbear: his: brotherinothy ‘cteel

detailsiofy-my evening’s rsport, but whén twe left theipool, . atg.30,!
| two.brace of lovely: trout gtaced my basket| andIihad hodked and
| lost-fully halfja dozeni'good fish besides: | Towards: duskiT had'puts
| on'tas point! one of Mr! McNee's! piké:scale fliesi~it was 1out ' of:
| half:ai'dozen igiven:to me last-aulumn by Mgt Ril B Marston 3 it is!
a:small hatels-ear:din, swith 3plain,“uncolbured stale wings ‘and.a
' red tail.l 1 found it -answer famouslyy éspecially witl fish that were:
{ rising-under-the oppusite bankit »ond £ 1% et 1o oA bl o

inches i lopger, asithe |,

SRS

although I landed severaljundet ithenstandard ‘measure whichrig

company:qdiawvilkanot iwea-y your readers vb jotecounting l'all the! -
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SUPPLEMENT! 10" THE'FISHING! /GAZET IR, 3

e

- ‘“We shall have a hot day to-morrow, sir,” remarked C.;'as T left
himeatithe eorer ofiihe daye: 0 ool Ubie o i1 T i 08 08
““Sorry to Hear it;”'I replied; ¢ T'should’miich ‘prefér ' ‘wet one.
However; anyway, 1 ‘will call at'your house'at nine b'clock in’ the
morminglpromptilSGood night.2e st i e (il I /T o
And'away T 'went to ‘my inn, whete' I fotind"''a |substantial supper
:awaiting> e ;- ‘after ‘which,a- glass'of “*“Scotch,” a'last pipe, and
‘then to-bed; hoping for better-sport'onthe’ morrow. " ‘T'should here

mention that my companions were staying’ at an ‘hétél on ‘{he lower |
| ARG S RO Oitre - @ 'c D00 Ul {

pcrtion of ‘thé'stream, ‘eov! : i :

i i Lot LV} ' ! fopoafrit gl oy ey L9y
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ON” THE " DESCRIPTION OF SATMON ‘BLIES. o/
By=Mr=GEO=M=KELSON.
MAJOR TRAHERNE'S PATTERNS —(Continued).
MALLTE No ML QuiNeiatl V! 4 U

‘T'HAT natural hackles must:sponer or later,come into fashion, seems

JDgeu er bl g

[

¢

B ordgnotd  3sdd doisq awol Lae .d] ¢
viUsd synd BT aiiate !

to me to be a foregone conclusion ;. so many are the advantages we

desive  fromithemy thatiit.iis .almost surprising the.old standard
‘patterns,are;baving isuchia longiday.i-Only ! halfiithe: :amodnt iof

feather is.required, and therefore hodies of fliés:are not so'liable to be |
Glogged with superfluous.materialj.which alwaystends to:skirt'-the |
water, Moreover, theynever fade, and if they happen tolose a trifle.of

their;brillianey;iitids so;infinitesimal that theirvalue spractically does

not;suffer;«Theyirarely change appearance in the water like/the others. |
And; we qanshift,themifrom old fliesito new without sacrificing/more |
than the four or five fibres,.awhich wou'd otherwise ba stripped. offfor |
a hook oneisize less. Our:tinsels and-lace dainot:becomey tarnished j
by ¢oming :in,contack withcsomej injuriousichemical fromithe! dyer’s

mixture ;{and.they:are also superior, ihecause they aretmotre  fatally
attractive,:which;though:mentionéd.dast; shounld ibe the primary con-

siderationdtut noiyste 5 18 e goiniof duld sl 1o exodisny owi 15030) |

noFhereis moovork that L. am aware of which enters with ahy fulness’in |
a true and practical manner into the subject<matter:ofithesé articlés. |
Those iamateurs; whosesstudies: in itheclanguagéi of: feathdrs'/have |
been fuller andiixipenthan myi, own-sthosei whd ladmire/theiart of(fiyt |
dressingmerely forits own/gakee~would surely wishito &ee its elements |
made accessible fa,all salman fishermen; were,it oaly that!theyi:may |
be the more thoroughly examined qinto,:vand  thereford ‘the more |

effectuallyideveloped. I purpase;after;;the:-hackle question!’is‘venti-
lated,, tocmake isome allusions.to the subjectifrom:theiibeginning to

the i end;;operhapsfromi thej legs:tolithe . bodies’ \upo_m:which\ thebe |
plumes.are placedic T.have elected to.itakeithisistep!since’ skimming

that geniug;i‘tBlacker,t which book has been/ kindly'sent upiby Mr.
Marstonuory wno wodl dusive of wsds sl wgosd odd dulo 9di 1o
.. {The dnstrugtion:it;.contains for :whippingsup flieg;! tovuefa tild
termy isciubbish.:. Lwas under the impressior ¢ Blacker:on!(Flies'??
was a greathwork. | Hisireputation.was« decidedly gréat)-but!.in {the
threqattributes of genius, feelizzgiand perseverance reigned appatentl
in such profusion, that wnderstanding must have been:lettitout’in
thecold, buuor ¢loweisl qrilise s19@ Juowy  suil owd 9o va0

1 The multitudef of somewhat simildr boeks:of ithis!description which

modern readers wade tbrough: may produce distraction ‘as::muchivas .

¢ulture, .theo process.leaving na more definjte vimpressionbupén' the
mind thanigazingl through the shifting  farms in a'"kaleidoscopecdoes
uponasthe, eye. b: Reading ds often-but a mere passive: treception’ of
other men’s thoughts, there being little oring-acltive! effort of thehind
inithe: transactioni,(Then how!muchi.of iourbreading i87'but! the
indylgenpe of.3:¢art of excitement for the:ihdment! only, without!ithe
slightest; effect..in improving us/? It s really useless:to :telllithe
wninitiacedif ‘1o, geta bit. of feathersand . tie it!on a hook ”uf you
mightas, welli give them an order from'a /f Brum % orca i Chat,”” and
expect;ta 1éceive tha contract note.: o { duill (Jluoithih 5idl 03 grivo
t,iLpon this. subject, l.:quite.think the 'timehas arrived!fdr ‘a ' dew

* toadof .observation,i-attention; .and jindustry..voa bubasi & dguodils

Is it notimpossible for the tyro toff see.through!!tsa salmonfly: P :And
many.of uslare.even apt tofall intoithe extremeof condemning any-
thing in:thisicommodity which'is imadern, and:es!imating too highly
the value of past-praduce. s ood £l 0 ¢ yor Leslasw dgaibioous

.Perhaps it is notialways necessary to:make :flies: as” evenlysand
perfeatly asthe representation in four.illustration; ! but I :do’ wish!
to.urge thatwhentalmon areihard {o;please,~~whenctwen!y!rods ‘aré
at work,andabout al couple of theds! infallibles?’:walk -home ‘with'a
fish, ir.is iinvariably;the ; master: handsj+~those «whoiknow!! how:to
make and haw to ruseithe fly,==thosei who intuitively o put just “the
amount.of material,ahd no.mote, 0n the hook in-the:right-place|ias
to make; the, lure(swim'so 4ruly, so temptingiy,ivhat even: the i‘sulk’
salmon.on 1he most unlikely day.is movedintoractivity.woids bavivado

¢4 A fly o fish jwell ,and how:t0 makeiit,1:would, :possibly!tinterest)
some pfinoy readers; and this would be.aniinteresting! subject: from
time ta time, as: I wend myfway.forthe future.ysswe 03 iwsild bowalls

| We now andithén hear'of salthanbeing takenii“$oni 4hel roughy”
making.useiof ia hackneyed expression,,when the fly is'notfish.ed, bu}
snatched:overthe cafchj the line /makingut§ duck trails’> on:the sur-
face while:the bait.below is engaged.in acrobaticiperformances@nly’
Jast year, atkcRingwood, Col..B.) passing from pool to pOQl‘we!tiugfzin-‘»)
‘t\Eaglell ineighteeninchesiof water;hooked and gaffed a'421b,fresh-
run fishi (Thisiscasonyin Lady Mill'si water, on:sthe :Test; “after lcal
-mons;er had just.acknowledged two  offers from Mr.-Bu F. one of the
best anglersiandiflyt makersi living;raccepted from:this::gentleman!
a giant ‘‘ blue jay ' (Jocaliname, ..something after:the: blue! Doctor;
with.jay feather.: chegks), and wasilugged outwunder asseorching sun
in the midd'e of the diy. 1 lnow this pret y little bitiof drawing-

‘haunted by magnificent salmon ; the-average this:year is dpwards of
56 15 for fo'x‘ty f8h. - ;(‘Huf\:v.‘:m\/ et 0L Sdig ot & Sl g 16 vinesulg
B Soit wi'l be ’s’ee'r’ljfth’:’it“‘tlﬁe'r‘e‘j is"ﬁﬁﬁtﬁél‘féibfeptién to” thigslrale pdbut
“one can scarcely be too particular in ‘the’ management’!of ‘s'eal's bfur
feather, and hackle, either in the workshop," or‘afterwards’ when
‘worked‘bv'er' {htch, B ol bonsie bk ,od 3o Bcaoad s b 9'W
e T 1} i i 21 tiq By Vi g sel3 e dorah iy it
e ﬂy‘-thht}j;ﬂlus‘ré{te th;sfv!"r‘eek"‘;s’ a:“’pgctu}e: ‘DiThe"custotnary
‘charm of harmony’ is'most fayourably expressed.'~' Tt ig'rather a'diffi-
‘cult"fly 'to; dréss to'swim ‘truly,” but’sich ‘obstacles' vanishUbéfore
‘détermmed‘ﬁ'ér JINT N L 8100 (oBh 31«,.) 150 10 8550 eaw aid) 1ol
el s Lsitgivw swonsdVYS - axie bas noiditbaos qi M e Fdgquen,

| ‘toom fishing Wéll frém the opposite Bank jand in'spring it is usually

gaidaisw oudiq viz bed sw brurel.
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MAJOR TRAHERNE'S PATTERNS. OF SALMON FLIES.—No. 4.

A : : ‘
Quinchat is well WorlAh“é.Jﬁ deal of painstaking. Ityisianother fly
that is better dressed large, and thereforeppf a summer pattern any-
where, but wou'd be a gplendid change in everydistrict. ;
Itis describeds— [rum ; e \g«v
Tag: SilVer'twist, and purple silk (sameshade as throat' of blue
chatterer). Lo 3
Tail : Topping.
Butt: Black herl. ¢t k e >
Body: In five sections, each increasing in lepgth.as illus'rated.
The first pazt is red silk, the same shade as the'po} talof the red crow;
one of these™¢athers, it will be observed, is above and below. The
remaining four<@ivisions are light blue silk, the samgrcolour as the
light blue chattererithackles ab the termina‘ign of the second and
third partition.  (These feathers are from the top of the tail.) At
the end of the fourth‘(aﬁ‘d fifth divisions the h‘gac{les are light blue
T yois
: £

ellow macaw (flank feather).
- Wings: Two blue macaw feathers, The feathers which are qver
them (extended cheeks) are green macaw, it !
Cheeks“:}%n@lian (red)'gro Two toppings over.if
Horns: Red.maeaw.(double)wimsssammmi i

1t

TN £ 7 i felny -‘.‘"n i
rumonF Tut § g ) h hayi
befoge sunset n “nearly sett] e
sun rose, We may assume that the chat of the quintette was joyous
and festive indeed.
Fishermen may chiefly be attracted by its br‘ivllia?.ce.),\‘its lzegu];{ gt
a fly‘can ‘be téo beautifdl} it'15"a’ charming blemish in bright weather,
= However,it presents the!'same fehturdszof intilate'knowledge, and
carefulness of detail which cbaracteriséd those! which'preceded it,
and:is destinéd toBécomera'great'favoutite in'the spring of 'the jear.
¢ My des¢ription ds somewHat irrégular, biit T have worded it so that
it'mayread edsiee 0 youngdréssets,: " L SN0 et
eeQuinehalt imdy be putchased at the same fitms T have mentioned
h??e‘QOfQFﬁf o o zomos bns dind {;l\h 1M oe baxit od nes boy ed'l'—~ 4
X T Loeu odal hon e e e ——————D ETI RS C IR
b dund a1 otew adi ssdw delt 01 @ 02 Dmeobr 54 o teblod bot sdT—- f1L
: wolad da31 smo: e dyid
E (e i) ﬂ)mcd dyid & Yo A SHO\VE ) AOEIFléHH ioblod Doy sl 1T}
" evigan en ABromthe. Times. of dndianMayiis,:1884 )i bas
« THE following letter.appears in the Jndian: Daily: News 44— /1.
¢“SIR,mAllow. me: to i sendisyou-herewithtacfew () of a“lot of fish
which were found tosday after the rain) junping 'aboutlon ‘the ‘grass,
They were caught by a young :Eurquan‘assigtapt;ﬁf thé 'JI;argrah
| Tannety:(i[“Thed natives¥declare that ‘noYsuch \ﬁsb‘:‘a‘ré‘"‘tg”b  found
| hereabouts,meitherin the canal nor in'thé tanks, 3 Th

, ’\l‘h?'; are certainly

| very curious créatures! afid can walk with great’ ase, The natives are .
c‘ii;i{e"éériéii_d’;t éj’m have cdine down with g’}?ﬁ‘;l[‘il;_ £an ht'a'rdlybe-
lieve it:as they dd'nat mich, Jooklike flying fish.mYours, &c.—
Dl' ;F% YR r?’!t} L.A»'{u‘.h o1 ef g1urd *aablod Low T 3“"“‘."“";{"“!”/‘ 45
. I “The ;{;h,sgptj;§;(rar¢ ifour, particularly,lJively specimens of th
K wY,.,; A8 soon as.the.enad which held-them was uncovered, they
set.out.in theiritravelsi.all about. thei:rqom,/.wriggling over the mat
with: noijlittlesspeed,s and-:apparently without inconvenience. The

i
i.
|
|
! Ku'wy, Cozus cabojzus, the eighth of ninespecies: of which’ the well-

i known :Bnektil is: one,sis :fotind veverywheére ‘{1l hie rshes, ditches,
| and ponds of:Tndia.'Itis very’commoriin'the‘marshes of the Jessore

district, from whence it is chiefly 'supplied for'the Calcutta markets.




