
The name of the book is SPINNERS

This is to be a quasi-technical book on spinners--the adult or 

imago stage of the mayfly. The reason for the the book is that 

there never has been one solely on the subject of spinners, that 

I know of, and that there is a great mystery surrounding the 

delicate critter. Very few anglers fish the fly because they are 

not prepared for it when it appears. The anglers are dumbfounded 

and try everything without success. They may have one or two 

spinner patterns with them, but none of them are delicate enough 

to imitate the real thing naturally. In most hatch books, 

spinner patterns are nothing more than modified dun patterns. 

Spinner patterns should be in a class by themselves, researched 

and designed as its own class of trout fly imitation.

I have already tied 50 or 60 new spinner patterns since I 

had the idea for this book three months ago. Already, I believe 

that a hard, smooth, hairless body is better than one made of 

dubbing. There should be an attempt at translucency. The hook 

shank should be longer than a normal dry-fly hook, 2x long, but 

still light wire as in a dry fly hook. The reason for the longer 

shank is to allow room for the 10 segments of the bug's body.

And I believe those segments should be well marked. The wings 

and tails should also be bigger and longer than has been previously 

specified in existing patterns. There may be a new spinner 

pattern with an egg sack, a design which has not been used or 

talked about for 40 years.



Every hatch book has given some information about spinners in 

their relationship with the duns, but it is very scant and 

incomplete, and it's obvious the authors have not bothered with 

the last and romantic stage of the mayfly. Dry fly fishing today 

is basically fishing with a dun pattern because that is what the 

writers have concentrated on.

There are hundreds of dun patterns and charts of emergence of the 

various species, but only a small number of spinner patterns, and 

only little information about fishing them. I would say there 

are actually less than 10 or 12 current spinner patterns in the whole 

lexicon of fly patterns, and one of the jobs of the book will be to 

design some new ones, and to ressurect some old ones which have 

been forgotten in the dun race. If it is true that every dun 

which is not eaten by a trout or killed accidently or frozen to 

death by emerging at the wrong time turns into a spinner, then 

there should be a lot more opportunity to fish with a spinner 

than is normally believed and practiced.

In this connection, it is generally believed that spinner 

activity is a sunset and night time one, the last part of 

which finds the angler in a bar or in bed. That is not true.

Spinners mate and lay eggs all day long from early morning, 

through the afternoon and into the evening. Many times they are 

mating and laying eggs during the hatch of the same family of 

duns. And the British have pointed out that when this happens, 

the trout pounce on the spinner pattern (orange quill) and refuse



the dun pattern (blue winged olive). I hope to prove that this 

might also be true of our (US) blue winged olives and baetis, 

callibaetis, pale morning dun, tricos and other mayfly families. 

From experience with my own soft hackled fly imitation of the 

rusty spinner, I feel sure that trout prefer the female spinner 

which has already mated and is carrying her fresh fertilized eggs 

to the surface of the river, where the current will wash them 

off. (I would suggest reading the chapter on the Rusty Spinner 

in my last book, SOFT HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS, to perhaps see the 

beginnning of an idea which has become SPINNERS.)

The outline of the book will be something like this:

An introduction and first chapter which establishes the 

problem of the spinner and why it hasn't been solved. The 

history of artificial spinners and some history of the purely 

scientific study of mayflies and, particularly, spinners will be 

included.' This will be followed by a description of the method I 

used to study spinners, the species, the kinds of water, the 

places, the times, and the artificial spinners I have designed 

and fished with and the results. Each of the following chapters 

will be on a specific spinner, as listed above. I hope to spend 

just one summer (93) doing the research on the various rivers and 

creeks available to me here in Montana; and I hope to write the 

book during the winter of 93 and have it ready for publication by 

early spring of 94.

I think the idea of the book came to me because I had some



questions about spinners for which I could not find the answers 

in any available literature. For example: How far upstream does 

a particular impregnated female spinner fly before laying her 

eggs in order to compensate for what the phd's call "drift" 

which is the distance the nymph travels downstream before it 

hatches? What happens to certain duns when they have emerged in 

the middle of a snow storm or when soon after they have emerged, 

the temperature has dropped to way below freezing? What 

percentage of duns make it to the spinner stage and what 

percentage of spinners actually mate and deliver their egg 

cargoes back to the water from whence they came. Is there a 

spinner male dance pattern in the sky which would help an angler 

know which spinner pattern he should think about putting on his 

line?

I have talked about some of these questions with a 

professional entomologist at Montana State University, who 

assisted John Juracek and Craig Mathews in preparing FISHING 

YELLOWSTONE HATCHES. He would also be willing to help me in the 

preparation of SPINNNERS.

PHOTOGRAPHY AND ILLUSTRATIONS. I recently obtained a French 

book on fly fishing, MOUCHES POUR LA PECHE, the photography of 

which struck me as some of the most beautiful I have ever seen, 

particularly the color blowups of spinners and two or three 

showing the spinner actually coming out of the dun envelope. I 

have written to the publisher, Larousse, to give me the name and



address of the author, so that I might obtain some of the photos 

for use in SPINNERS.

I feel that there is a definite need for a book on spinners; 

that the research will be difficult and that might be the reason 

why it hasn't been tackled. It may also be that it just hasn't 

been thought of as yet. I have not told anyone, not even the 

professor, about the idea for the book, and would expect you to 

respect my confidentiallity in reading this outline.
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SPINNERS

By

Sylvester Nemes

SPINNERS is the first book on 
fly fishing which deals solely with the 
subject of adult mayflies...their dates of 
appearance, their molting and mating 
habits and their colors, shapes and sizes.

From more than three years 
collecting, identifying and studying 
spinners in the fertile and famous trout 
areas of Montana, Michigan, Idaho and 
Yellowstone National Park, the author 
has designed more than thirty new 
spinner fly patterns.

All the flies, from a miniature 
Trico to the gigantic Michigan 
Hexagenia, are quick and easy to tie 
from readily available materials and 
with a new winging method which has 
been trade-marked by the author.

New patterns, likeSyl's Gold 
Plaited Spinner and Syl's Gold Tail 
Spinner, tin, are highly productive 
during a spinner 'fall' and, according to 
the author, can also be fished effectively 
during a hatch of duns.

There are also instructions for 
tying and fishing the 'dun/ spinner', a 
new double duty trout fly with the body 
of the spinner and the wings of the dun.

The problem of fishing small 
flies has also been solved in this mile
stone book with a set of 'double' flies, 
two small flies tied on larger hooks for 
better visibility and better hooking.



Though not an entomologist 
himself, the author sought the help of 
Dr. Dan Gustafson, research scientist of 
the biology department, Montajia State 
University, Bozeman, MT. / {^

Once a professional photogra
pher, the author has captured some rare 
pictures of spinners, including the molt 
itself, which are featured in a 16 page 
color section in the book.

SPINNERS is the fifth book on 
fly fishing by Sylvester Nemes, who 
helped to restore and popularize the 
soft-hackled wet fly with THE SOFT- 
HACKLED FLY, THE SOFT-HACKLED 
FLY ADDICT AND SOFT-HACKLED 
FLY IMITATIONS.


