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Chapter 6: Callibaetis 5»”%} ’v“‘ﬁw*‘? )/{('v&
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Although the qu}igggEEE is listed as a pond or stillwater

insect, only rarely observed near running’water, I was very fortunate

‘!"

‘f{:f’
,ij*i/}é to find a hatch of these beautiful creatures on a private spring

creek here in the Bozeman Valley during-—the—28—and-29th—of. L~ é;?§
Agbgust 1989. I was first attracted to the fly in its

splnner stage close to edgeg;d?>ﬁﬂs‘Freek ] The fly was quite

e o ——————

1arge perhaps a thirteen, fourteen or fifteen. The Calllbaetls

is a very delicate insect with an almost transparent, ghostly
quality. The wings gé'the dun and the spinner are highly
speckled which accounts for the common name,_gpeckled‘gyn. Quite
a few of them) apparently males, were danciﬁg.near the creek,
three or four feet in the air, rising and falling no more than 12
inches. Every now and then a female of the species would fly
into the the bunch, pick a partner who joined her in mid air,
after which the pair plunged wildy downstream.

The trout in the creek were rising @ui 1+ to the insect,
but I could not tell if they were duns or spinners or both. The

soft-hackled imitation I came up with is as follows:
Hoak:':: 14, 16, light wire.
Hackle: Light hen grizzly, well-marked with narrow bands.

Body: Orvis #21 light gray extra fine poly dubbing.




Tail: A few strands of clear poly shuck material.

The top part of the spring creek (the more popular section)

}/‘-./t [« PP
had a—4é¥~é%-good Sized trout rising to.the le}ipqgti§¢Qut I

found these fish to be very skittery and almost unaproachable,
for whatever reason I cannot say. Downstream a half mile or so,
things were different. Trout rose steadily and confidently to
the duns and spinners at nearly every bend in the creek, and I
was able to get close enough behind them to make fairly short

€asts.

The first casts with a new pattern are always exciting. The
thrill lies in the fact that the trout has never seen the
artificial fly before. Will he accept it as the natural? Those
first moments after making the cast and watching the fly drift
down towards the fish make your heart pouqd. Wiil he? O woﬁi
he? With the new)EQII;E;é;::}goft'hacklf%there was no
hesitation or show of .doubt from any of the fish I tried on that
afinst day v lirose sixj . all rainbows in the 18-17 inch class.

Two were landed, two were hooked and got off. And another two
broke off on the take at one of the few spots on the creek where
it's possible to fish downstream. Let me describe this for you.
The creek makes a sharp bend to the left. There is a fairly high
bank in the corner of the angle which can hide the angler if he
stays down and crouched behind it. False casts are made several
feet in front of the fish, then the final reach cast is laid down

about a yard in front of him. I should have changed to 4x




tippet as Mottram suggested in the last chapter and perhaps I

would not have been broken by those two trout.

Since retiring to Montana six years ago, I have grown to
love this kind of fishing. It is the most difficult and
challenging of all fly fishing. The water is gin clear and
shallow with the trout rising frequently in less than a foot of
water. Most of the stream's surface is smooth as glass. There
are few trees and very few high banks to hide behind, except the
one described above,. Everything, even the wind seems visible.
It usually takes several minutes for me to get in position to make the
first upstream cast to one of the trout, and sometimes I can blow

the whole show on that first cast, or even before.

There is an intimacy in small, springf@reek fishing that
one feels no where else. And it takes some time to become
accustomed to it, specially when the angler has been fishing the
Madison, the Missouri or the Yellowstone. Even the finest angler
does not make big bags on spring creeks. Two or three brace
in a few hours fishing is average and if you have done that, you

can give yourself a pat on the back.

o
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On the 29th, I walked the whole length of the spring creek
fishing here and there with the new soft=Hackled fly. Wherever I
saw a fish rise, I got a confidential reaction to the new fly.

But it wasn't until I reached the end of the creek where it

flowed into a larger free stone type of river that I had an




outstanding angling experience, and a lesson in ecology.

I approached the confluence pool of the two streams
cautiously. I could not see all of it because of a large tree on
the left downstream side. The part of the pool I saw clearly was
festooned with several circles of varying sizes, some of them
with a trout head sticking up in the middle. These were not
spring creek fish, but occupants of the larger, more welligﬁown

and more commonly fished trout stream relishing the harvest of

the springigreek qulibagtis, which is rarely seen on the bigger

river.

There was no way to angle for those fish from above in a
downstream mode, so I stayed clear of the pool, walked way around
it and approached it from the rear. When I got there, the
whole pool lay before me. Trout of varying sizei?were scattered
throughougﬁgctively feeding on the leli@gg}js coming down out of
the springjcreek. It was an excellent example of the pecking
order: the larger rings and bigger trout at the top of the pool

getting first crack at the morsels coming down from the spring

creek.

Well, I like small trout just as much as big ones, and I
started in on the smaller ones at the tail of the pool. They took
the goft-hackled Callibaetis avidlx}whether the fly caught a
little air in the casting and was visible on the surface or

whether it started sinking as soon as it hit the water.




I caught 11 rainbows, a brown trout and a whitefish and was
now facing the last trout at the head of the pool, which
appreared to be the biggest one in it. He was unmindful of what
happened below him and went on feeding with the same rhythm and
steadfastness as when I first saw him. He also moved around
quite a bit, not only from side to side, but upstream in a short dash
to intercept another le}ibaetis; or downstream in a slow drift
backwards trying to keep a single Callibaetis from getting by
him. It would be nice if I could finish off the pool by hooking

him.

And I did. The second or third cast. I can't remember.
What I do recall is the leap up, straight out of the water
showing his full length, silver belly and dark back side; and him
going back in tail first, almost the same way he came out. One
jump, and now he was streaking up the bigger river and nothing

was going to stop him.

The fishing in this pool was over. Now, I wanted to see if
trout were rising anywhere else on the river, or was the spring

creek a Callibgggﬁs cornucopia which offered the only surface

food to the trout of the bigger river. I walked upstream and

downstream looking for other surface activity and found

absolutely none.




Chapter 5: Trico ¢ r&ifé’“”f /%?Jéix
o

Preliminary plans for this book did not include the Trico.

’((,»J I~ he Fvcea
I was afraid of failing before I began. I had the feeling ,one
Wl l kok &ﬁmﬂx;ﬂ%LCW# al

had\to be some kind of wizard w1th Jet p110t<v151on to fish the
vSwa (

diminutive fly. I suppose I was also by the kipd—ef— /ﬂ7£¢4/41é1;\5

warnings found in the popular "hatch" books. “Enégggi}hodes /7f~w !
stygiatusﬁrequires a #28 or #24 hook size (#28 is best); a #22
will be completely ignored." "Trying to match size-24 spinners
over two to four pound selective trout can bewilder the best of
fishermen." "It is difficult to find specific tricorythodes
patterns in fishing literature." "Fishing tricorythodes
imitations is a demanding game..." "Correct imitation size is
imperative during the 'trico' activity. The duns are best
imitated on a #24 hook, but #26's may be more accurate on some
streams."
1Sl jﬁyfan;“;
This is all nonsense, of course, but it goes—aleng—with—the
idea that yeu—égéégsbetter fisherman B=ye# can catch large fish
on small flies and cob web leadersltgggizgg because y@&ﬁ;;;Z&fyyb

three or two pound tippet material through the eyes of miniscule P
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hooks. I heard the same gamesmanship dialogue from anglers

when I told them I was catching a lot of trout on a size 16 29ft-~
hackled ggdge. "But, how could yoﬁ? I never fish anything
bigger than a size 24 when I'm fishing the midgéj” they would

reply.




The newlépfi?héckled Erico is a very successful fly tied on a

fmonsterfsiz%f18 hook, exemplifying my statement in the

introduction that many of the new patterns in this book can be

fished up to two hook sizes larger than the natural insect, and

perhaps, three or four pook sizes larger than the artificials

ad Chose U

normally recommendeq& Nor did I find fishing the_}rico

diffieult.  The dowﬁ:;tream, reach/swing caﬁﬁgelready outlined in

an earlier chapt%g\took many large rainbows on the Missouri

River, not only by me, but by another Fishing friend. as well. ‘in

late August and September of 1989.

There probably would not be a igfé?ﬁackle Lrico pattern if
it had not been for Earl Dorsey, postmaster of Helena, MontangED
-H=waS=he, who invited me to fish the Missouri with him during
that time. The Trico hatches had thinned out a bit, he related
on the phone, making the fishing even tougher. The large pods of
fish were gone, too, he added, but there were small, sporadic
hatches of Trico, which should make fishing the big rainbows of

the river interesting and exciting.

I tied the soft-hackled tricos the night before I left.
They were based on the general appearance of the Tiy.c 1h s

spinner stage, which is simply a bligk small body with near-white
Jrvice
wings. And here is the §th—hackleq;dressing:

Hook: 18 |(This is a Syl Nemes signature series hook

-

marketed for a time by Tom Widmar, of St. Louis, who now channels
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his energies into a quarterly, FLY FISHING HERITAGE. ) The hook
is probably small for its size, measuring a quarter of an inch long
from the front of the eye to the outside of the curve. The wire

is quite fine. The fly is tied small on the hook.)
Tying thread: Black or dark olive.

Body: Black mole fur dubbed to a little more than half the

hook.

Hackle: Dirty-white, or off-white hen hackle, larger than
what would normally be used on this size fly. Mole fur dubbing

to the eye.

Tail: Poly shuck material, three or four strands only,

f&ptionalv;f

Because of its size, the Missouri River is likely to
intimidate anglers visiting it for the first time. Most of it is
as wide as a fodgigall field or wider. From a distanc§6§he river
looks deep enough to float a destroyer. Once in the river,
however, the angler finds it to be quite shallow and relatively
easy to wade. At first, the water looks much the same from one
bank to another. And it's only after the angler has waded the
river for a time that he notices the giant weed beds and
shallow depressions, which create distinct currents)aﬁé—feeding
lanes.and holding places for the rainbows. All of these

)

features make up what the locals call "flats". They can be




several hundred feet long with good fishing all the way down.

Our fishing began on just such a flat. Earl, with one of{TX/new
Egicos on his line, lead the way, quartering downstream to fhe
right of me. I saw him stop, then lean a little for a better
look. He started casting, letting out line. 30 feet. 40 feet.
I saw the iine hit the water. There was a short drift downstream
and he had a fish on. It was a pretty good sized rainbow, which
he landed and released. He gave me a thumbs up. Not bad, I

thought.( The new trico is working, and on a downstream cast.

=

Now, I thought the water in front of me looked better. ¥et.

;pdeed, it did, because all of a sudden, I saw the head of a

__’—-—”--:!
trog}lé%%é%«eu%fas big as my fist/ I started casting to him, 35

T —

or 40 feet to my left. The fly was in a drangkee, reach mode
when it went over the spot where I thought the fish to be and
nothing happened. I heard Earl yelp and turned my head in his
direction to see him hooked to another rainbow. That's when I
felt a vicious tug at the fly, which was now swinging on a fairly
taut line. This surprised me. Big fish are not supposed to take

small flies dragging on a swinging line. I reeled up knowing

only too well the 6x tippet could not have taken that/}&ﬁl FRe—C_

sure enougqﬂﬁhe fly was gone.

By now, Earl was just landing the rainbow. I waded
over to him and saw him release the 16-17 inch fish. "The new
Trico looks like it's working for you. I just had one break me

off on the swing, I wasn't looking. You're taking yours
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downstreaw} [ isaide
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"I fish emergers like that all the time. I usually cast at
about a 45 degree angle slightly upstream of the fish. I mend
if 1T have to, then let the fly swing right over him. Com'n,

there's some nice water just below here."

We waded downstream a short distance. Earl stopped and
pointed. "There's a little pod working. See them?"
z,t‘,jl A
Seven or 8 good sized rainbows were rising steadily abeut a
hundred feet below us. "Com'n. But take it slow. They spook

easy...even when you think you're a safe distance away."

)

We eased over to the right of the pod, went another 30 or 40

feet and stopped. Earl motioned for me to have a go. Yjﬁﬁ. I
want to watch you do it."

~
"

Qe

Earl picked the lead fishyfclosest to us. He measured the
distance with false casts high above the water, and laid the line
and the Trico on the water. It was short. He pulled a couple
of feet off the reel and tried again. Now, he was casting a full
50 feet, but this time the fly was on the mark and a rainbow took
it. The man was a good fisherman and obviously very adept at

fishing in this downstream style. And even though it wasn't my
o hotd n

fish, I was aglow. In less than 1#2#houtgfishing, he had three

lovely rainbows, and I was broken off by onsev.all on awsize 18

——1 ) e

triCOLipft—hackle which never existed before today.
i senl ol U /a
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TheAantics of the rainbow put the pod down. Earl went off

towards the center of the river and I proceeded downstream. I
got into some weeds and without any fish showing decided I would
cast across the weeds into a clear patch of moving water. I made
a desultory cast, then another. I had to change my footing in

the weeds and took my eyes off the line for a second. And it

happened agalnA:"the powerful pull at the flx;\ the abrupt

straightening of the 11ngﬁ:.the boiling commot1on at the end of

the leadecﬂ..and the sickening realization that I was hooklessg —

?
again. Twice was enough, I said to myself. I've got to do

something to stop this. But what? 1 couldn't go any heavier

than the 6X I was using. (Something I learned later would have

permitted a heavier tippet.) I decided to be more watchful

of the initial contact, to focus on the floating, white line

where it joined the leader. 1If I saw the line start to

straighten, I would glvé’iine toward the fish and try not to set
Modlevate trd TR anp s

the hook. All I needed was something to alleviate the 1mpact of

the take, which is violent and powerful in the downstream, swing

/ g GFY
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style of fishing.

So, I tied on another, new Trico, took a few more steps and
started in again. Now, I was ready. Just let that big rainbow
try to steal another fly from me. 1I'll show him. Three or four
casts later, perhaps 10 or 12 feet loweh downr i; hippepedfﬂ
The line went first and I did feel soéééﬁ%ﬁbgfif \hizwk%ﬁégiod

tip forward, dropped the line from my left hand and let it go.




The fish was thrashing about, the hook adaeady-in him. Line was=
whistlﬁaé;through the guides. That must be enough, I thought>and
grabbed the line and tightened. He was on. I wasn't broken.’\
He was coming in, making determined stands here and there. I was
winning, then the line went dead. 1 reeled up anxious to see if

I still had the fly. I did, which meant that method of striking

a big fish on 6X on a downstream swing can work.

We had waded several hundred feet down the flat and it was

time to go back. Earl came up to me. ﬂ;;; do we get out?" 1

asked.

"We don't. There's a deep channel between us and the bank.
Runs for quite a distance. We'll have to wade up the same way we
came down." So that's the catch, I thought. It was easy coming
down, now there's that long E;Eﬁigack, upstream. Oh well, we can
fish our way back. This will be a good chance to fish the new
EE}CO upstream to rising trout if we see any.

We each caught one on the return trip, fishing upstream and

dragffree, helping to prove the new éoft—hackled Trico was

effective downstream on a tight line and ugwstream on a loose

Oiier

Now, we were on the bank walking back to the car. I asked
.
Earl for an assessment of the new Trico. "I like it. I cant
wait to try it earlier in the year when the hatch is really

thick. It should work better at the height of the hatch. There




are so many trics in the air, you can see the shucks raining

down. You don't know what to use. A 22 Adams. Or a smaller elk
—

hair trico. Your hook is bigger. I think the fly solves the puzzle

-
—

of what to use when the_zricos are on.. I @&hink 1€'L]l work on the'big
—

pods."

I fished the new trico another three days on the Missouri ;
= —‘“’Ltk nvaa
without the friendship and help of Earl. The natural fly was peterifg— !

out, but I did enjoy some nice evenlng fishing with the same

a, et Thoase ":ew?
(??IE; ftrhacklegﬁiy’éﬁ?lng the 45—2—and—3rd Of September.

e

There was also a pod of brown trout in a very slow, very
difficult, practically still piece of backwater where three or
four of the large fish took the fly but for one reason or another

could not be firmly hooked.

Like Earl, I am anxious to try the new trico in July and

-

August when the hatch is so thick "you get covered with nymphal

shucksyand spinners blanket the surface." I would also like to

try the new fly on the 'gulpers' of Hebgen Lake, just to see if
this kind of imitation works on still water. 1 am pleased,
however, with the performance of the pattern because I heard and
read over and over that small imitations like the Trico are only
taken drag free. And Earl and I proved otherwise. (I have

1 A e fome mepnners
fished for many yearsﬁexactly +ie—thet with traditional soft -

hackles on many different kinds of rivers with outstanding

success.)




The argument—or debate on drag has occupied a major part of
my thought ever since I began fishing soﬁigﬁackled flies more
than 30 years ago. On small, intimate spring creeks, no one
enjoys upstream, dragffree, drjgfly or nymph fishing more than I do.
Lt hes ‘@ certaim charm.: It is more‘Bne-on—onéNperhaps than any
other kind of fishing. It requires stealth because you must get
close to the fish to use the short line required for control.
And in many places on small waters, it is the only way to

approach feeding fish without spooking them. 1I've had 6 years

of this kind of fishing here in Montana, so I know how evil and
/e Previoysla, ,
disastrous drag can be. Yet, as Iﬁsaid" : ey

['ve fished sof@fﬁackles downstream for a long time with perhaps
more than average success. And now, the almost identical method
of fishing is proving successful with a tiny §oft/hackléitrico

—

imitation for big rainbows on the Missouri.

PRI -
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First, there must be a visual difference i drag of a dry fly

floating on the surface and drag of a wet, soft hackle in the
surface film or even an inch or two below the surface. Drag on
1<
(F 7>
the surface iea¥es highly visible hash marks or wakes resembling

something like shattered glass to the trout.

There is no such disturbance from a wet fly or soft hackle
(at least any that can be seen or photographed.) And I think the
amount of drag and the derogatory effects of it on a wet fly or

)
sofﬁfhackled fly on a tight, downstream line have been
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exagerated. (It may also be that the true size of ajfly)

/ ——— \_/
: Ut o :
partially or totally submerged could be blurred or hidden to the

§10Ty

trou@,causing him to accept the 1arger-than-lifeggbft—hacklef

imitations in this book.)
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Let's look at a chart I made up, for example, to see”how

much drag (lateral fly movement) there really is in dowbnstreamj
Aeswma The

tight Line fishing.?i The scale .15,/ slor8 e Pre%eﬁdx\we've made

a 40 foot cast at a 90-degree anglagﬁﬂéige can see that after the
same length of line has traveled downstream approximately 16
feet, the fly has moved laterally, or dragged>on1y Bifieeaiilinis
drag has not occurred all at one time, but only an inch at a
time. Dry=fly drag, no matter how short, occurs quickly and is
highly visible. If the angler knows where the fish is, he can

N
present a softchackle or wet fly to him dova§Iream, with so
little drag that the fish will not even notice it or alter his
A/

have already pointed out>%ha%—J=L%,

: . ! . Tha Castr
on large rivers,like the Missouri and the Henry's Fork, ore—eah-
wdde WO The host to
Ce~ position ene¢s—€e%%-se«%haimnemwil%:shorten the lateral distance
o The casting
between the fish and D}s’posftion in the river. can

decision to take the fly. And,

I
N

Sbaws
—see—from the chartlthat the shorter the lateral distancsgghe less

A
the amount of drag, so that if the angler were standing uQi§tream

in a straight line from the fish, there wouldn't be any drag at
gkl
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additional line and without mending. If you mend the line or

All of this theoretical display is; of course,




feed it (or a combination of both) at a speed just slightly

/A A -
faster than the current, you should be able to fish aﬁstretch or
known-trout lie with a soft-hackle or wet fly-with virtually-pe—

— Mo AT PN
drag, and still feel the take if you eapnt see it.

In connection with this, are some very interesting
observations made by J. C. Mottram, in SEA TROUT AND OTHER
FISHING STUDIES. The chapter is entitled 'Down Stream Dry Fly

Fishing.' I was surprised to find such writing by Mottram,

P

-
because he was an avowed chalk stream)drxkfly fisherman. And I

always believed fly fishing on those hallowed waters was not
only dry, but up. But, just to make sure, I checked Halford's
first two books in which the various parts of the 'code' appear
and I could not find the 'regulation' which said that dnﬁ?fﬁy

vowned ouUn

fishing downstream was a—ne—ro. No, indeedg>Halford ,in FLOATING

AP

cast across and slightly up, and, where this is impossible, cast

FLIES writes§7"Where it is impracticable to throw up stream,

directly across, and lower the hand slowly as the fly floats
down, so as not to drag it.' Anjié ?ittle later{/”Occasionally,
however, it is impossible either owing to natural obstructions on
the bank or other causes, to fish a spot excepting by casting
directly, or nearly directly, down stream; and in such a position
a thoroughly dry flyfygioated down 'cocked,' is fregently
efficacious; but in case it is not taken, the first throw should
be allowed to float without drag well below the fish, and then
either be taken off the water in such a direction that the
returning motion is invisible to the fish, or, if this be

impossible, the line should be drawn in slowly by hand until the

11




fly is well above the fish, and then taken quietly off the water;
otherwise it will certainly set the trout or grayling down. To
accomplish this, a good deal more line must be let out than is
required to cover the fish, and, in the act of casting, the hand
holding the rod must be perceptibly checked so as to pull the fly
back and land it on the water with slack line behind it; the hand
is then gradually lowered and the fly allowed to 'drift' without
drag over the rising place of the fish."
ﬁ?ﬁy //f 77%»1?“7ﬁi*w
There—you—have—n—+8865 ke outline of today's reach cast Ay P
A L N e ?{ LD,
even—%heugh-é%—%sﬁgh the ponderous Halford style/” Mottram, in a v d

IAeAS
G¥es the main advantage of

more modern, direct style, (1923),
drngiy fishing downstream. "It is that the fly floats down to

the fish before the gut. When fish are so shy that they fly for

e
safty even when fine gut falls or passes near them, then the

downstream attack may win when all others fail."

Then another: "It has also the advantage of turning a
dowstream wind from a hindrance to a help." And, "Downstream
fishing has the further great advantage that the line falls on
the water well away from the fish, whereas in upstream fishing it
must fall near; and this is the chief cause of fish being put
down." Again, "Thick gut may be used, because the fly reaches
the fish before the gut; and this is of advantage when large
fish are being angled for amongst snags and weeds. It is
hopeleéato cast to such shy fish from below with thick gut, and

if thin gut is used the likelihood of a break is very great: 2X




gut may be used downstream when 4X gut is requred for fishing

up.
Had I read this book of Mottram (I already had THOUGHTS ON
ANGLING and FLY-FISHING; SOME NEW ARTS AND MYSTERIES) before I

fished the new Tric on the Missouri, I most certainly would have

used 4X (at 51bs.) instead of 6X (at 2.8 lbs.) with a higher

batting average than the one I gave you.(/;;ny of Mottram's and
Halford's advantages can also be claimed for the reach/swing
cast. To perform it, throw the fly about a yard above the fish.
Make sure you '"check" the travel of the line before it lands, so
that it falls on the water in large, easy loops. Keep extra

loops of loose line off the reel. Hold the rod tip high and

follow the line down with it until it is almost paryéizél to the

water's surface at about which time the fly will start to drag.
Time the cast for the fly to be by the trout with or without
drag, or both if one or the other method doesn't work. ¥I—wished—
{’2&7?5 A lg’ég[l: }
}—eeu%d~s&y—%t*a§~we4+~as~MottramK "In fishing upstream,line is
/
recovered as the fly ﬁpats down, whereas when fishing down, line

must be given or else the fly will drag."




Chapter 1: The Midge — &

Ao 2mirse
The midge was the first fly In the new, soft-hackled fly

=z

imitation ser1e§;>gefﬁg—baek—%e—eﬂ¥4yh+hﬂ%ﬁrf#;498¥i Because it

LU el g o
was the first, ;t’pf?bably has caught more trout than any of the
we b

other new patterns)not only because it y&§ in use longer, butclﬁd °

because here in Montana, there is so much opportunity to use &J:D

“>fty—tike-this. From Né?ember until the“eédmoﬁwMarch on most

i water, the midge is the only surface food available to the trout,
and the hatch will occur during the warmest part of the day and
with a hot sun shining down on the water.
On the Big Horn it is the major hatch through May. Even after that
time, however, the midge continues to appear on rivers and spring
creeks)usually late in the day when the sun has gone off the

/»
water and the temperatures start dro%§+ﬁg— One way to know trout
are feeding on mldgesﬂéven when you can't see what they're
feeding oq)is when the fly which has been working foe=yes for
oy Thaosk

hours suddenly stops being effective, ¥Qt trout continue to rise.
Chances arejlf you put on one of these midges you will start

taking fish again.

The design of the §oft-hack1ed Midge was based on the
Griffith's Gnat, whieh-was the invention of George @riffith, the
founder of Trout Unlimited. Th;:;fy dgéféndls simple. Peacock-
herl body with cock-grizzly hackle, palmered from back to front.

No tail. It is'a dry fly and floats quite well speedaddy when it—

,pg tied with a good quality cock hackle. The fly is fished ¥rom. “

size; 16 to perhaps—a—timy 245 and can be very effective most of
P gl i ‘.ﬂ”"ﬁl

1




¢ flr~ tar
the time,ﬁas an imitation of the individual insect or 9? the

- SHT ~hadl
mating clump. It was the model forfgw’midge, as were other well—
o At
known and successful dry flies models for e%hé;7of the new soft-

hackled fly imitations.

In a section on Chironomids in A DICTIONARY OF TROUT FLIES

by A. Courtney Williams, there is a similar pattern to the

]Zkl ne C«ﬁ!kﬁ{) c;;

R
Griffith's GQ%E; B6dy: Sisal fibre, or a strand from a swan's

feather, dyed emerald green. Legs: A cut grey-haired Plymouth
Rock cock hackle tied in at the tail and palmered up the body as
a hackle. Wings: Light grey cock hackle points. The swan's
fibre or barb would be quite fleshy or meaty much like the
peacock herl on the Griffith's Gnat. And what about the Plymouth
Rock cock hackle tied palmered? It sounds like the Griffith's
Gnat to me but without the wings. I doubt that this is where Mr.
Griffith stumbled on to his famous pattern, but it makes no
bosed m e charachristes o

difference, because hrewgh—his famous fly, I’designed mine, and

it has been outstanding.

Here is the dressing for the soft-hackled @jdge:

bize: 16 8proat, fairly light wire.

Tying thread: Danville Olive

Body: Peacock herl tied a bit fat, beginning at a point
between the point of the hook and the barb.

Hackle: Two turns of a small gray partridge hackle(found

just behind the orange head of the birék; It is desirable to




obtain the whole skin of the Hungarian Partridge including as

much of the neck and head of the bird as possible to obtain a good
supply of these small hackles. The hackle should be

approximately 3/8/%$—an~inth across for a size 16 dressing, but
the same hackle can be used for smaller sizes without hurting the

taking quality of the fly.

I have settled on a size 16 hook for this fly in general
use, even though individual chironomids can be several sizes
smallezzthan~%h+s It is one of the prime exempLes of these new
flles wh;eh—lets yod*aet away with a larger- than—dlfellmltatlon
Many fly fishermen insist on tying any midge pattern on very
small hooks. In my experience)and from the experiences of many
of my friends who have fished the soft~hack1ed midge the size 16
works as well as a ch)so why sacrifice the bite and power of the
larger hook7 eéég-ag;ih ?(‘1989 on the Yellowstone in L1v1ngston some
large whitefish took a size 14 on a dropper while &hey 1gnoreéf)

the standard size 16 on the tail. Some individual midges are

mere specks which can't belrealistically!imitated!on any size

-

hook, so why even try. Also, it is virtually impossible to

determine whether the trout is taking this fly for an individual

e
insect or for the mating clump/ unless there is only one ,)

—0tiers although clumps seem to be more prevalent during the early
part of the year. In February and March I have watched hundreds

of them coming down the lower Madison in the area known as the
RN
Bear Trap. They can be floating right next to large chunks of
—tei ) e
ice, ¥here—can-be several midges in the clump, _Lt tueas’ 'this
> Jusiay J
way and that. One or two mldgesAfly out of the clump soon to be

,




i
replaced by others whieh fly 1nto Lt s ethelliicky iinsect
L m

Tt e
4#}H§+ has Just flown e@% when a trout has decided to take it.

The take of the clump and of individual insects is slow and easy,
LA La
usually in an eddy wheﬁe_thene—fs barely any current at all. The
rises are just barely discernible at times, resembling tiny rain
drops:/ The trout do not like to expend too much energy at this
(! 4 VB
time of year)and I have seen these rain drops in three and four
4¢(JSL,‘+b :
inches of water, right—up_against the bank, trout backs sticking

out of the water.

That W;i\what I saw the first time I fished the ggftzﬁackled
Ejdge in early March)of 1987, on the catcheand»release/gﬁ?ophy
water of the Madison River. The exact spot was above Raynolds
Pass bridgesand getting down to the river was quite a chore
because of the amé%%%fgﬁ snow aeetmudated on the banks. The
river at this time of the year is low, colg3gnd very clear. The
area here is fished quite heavily by Idahoans who drive north on a
warm chinook day, trying to allevitate their cabin fever, as we,

living here in Montana, drive south to the river, trying to

alleviate ours.

Upstream some distance from the bridge I found a small,
shallow, slowfmov1ng channel whieh—was-alive with the rain drops
Now and then I could see aigzéf stocky trout nose stick out and
take a chironomid clump or iqfdivudal midge. I thought these
were the slowest, laziest trout rises I had ever seen. I

greased the soft-hackled midge and started fishing upstream for
= =




the few trout whe—were feeding in the tail of the channelg

o Ve
"tthang~that 1f the new m1dge6;a§"successfu1 I would just work

my way up through the fish feeding in the channel. I was excited
&R/

by the prospect of flshlng ;’new fly which might fish as well as

or better than the famous Griffith's Gnat.

On the second or third cast there was a crinkle under the

fly. Was that a rise? It sure was. The fish rose confidently

and surely to my new, soft-hackled midge. I tightened and I had

him, a rainbow of 14 or 15 inches. But now, to see if it would
happen again. I released the trout and went after the next one
higher up in the channel and a little over to the right side, in
just 6 or 8 inches of water, rising steadily. He too, couldn't
resist and took the new midge without hesitation or doubt. I
felt victorious. In the next half hour, I rose and landed 9 or
10 browns and rainbows in the channel, and even though they did
not fight like strong, summer fish, I thought this was quite a

momentous day for soft hackles.

One of the major objectives of this book is to find s
alternatives to”;;;ved dry=- fly patterns and methodg-ﬁgieg are
easier to t1e and easier to fish. The soft hackled mldge like
most soft/béckled fly imitations, continues to work even after it
is well wetted and does not require thorough drying out or
regreasing:; You might ask)thenthow do you know if and when a
trout has taken your fly? At the beginning, the fly can be
fished exactly like a dry fly. You see the rise and set the

hook. An immediate advantage with the soft hackle will be bet-




ter, surer hooking because of the ranker nature of the fly's
design. Later, as the fly absorbs more moisture, it will drop
further into the surface film, at which time I look for the
signal of the take at the end of the line, which is usually white
when I'm fishing the midge. One could fish a tiny indicator the
whole time and concentrate on it at all times. I find it a bit
more exciting to see the fly being taken than for the line to
signal the strike, but I have found that I caﬁ% watch both.
Which to watch is usually determinedlby;light conditions and or
water conditions or how wet and how %E%MZubmerged yéﬁ?ﬁfly 15
Fishing the soft-hackled quge, however, I probably concentrate

more on the end of the line than on the fly itself because, as I

have already pointed out, the rise to the natural is so indis-

tinct and undefined. Watching the line is not that bad,{ﬁowgygfl

particularly when it starts to move slowly but visibly upstream.
That is the surest sign a trout has takenqyed. Another is the
line stopping or just sitting there}seeming to be doing nothing.
Intuition pays off, too. And whenever you feel something is not
right with the flow of the line, leader and fly, just tighten.
Often times you will be surprised that a trout has the §oft‘7

hackled midge in his mouth.

The success of the sof -béckle_@}dge has also been noted by
some of my friends who h;;e tested the pattern not only here in
Montana, but in other western states as well. In August Qf/1988,
for example, Buddy Drake, an aquatic biologist here in Bozeman,

was fishing a high altitude spring creek in Colorado. Being




Uf}{?,,x-

private, the creek has many large brown trout over 25 inches.
Buddy told me there was no hatch showing during the entire day he
fished the creek, so he and his friends resorted to big streamers
fished deep, although they would rather have fished for those

beautiful browns with smaller surface imitations.

Towards evening, midges appeared in large numbers causing

the big browns to start feeding on the surface. Buddy pulled out

. . . - . . C.V
a single sof@fﬁackle midge I had given him earlier in the.Bozeman

w:;_;WLLWparking lot and started fishing it. The first brown of
twenty inches plus straightened the tiny midge. Buddy bent it
back into shape. He caught another which straightened it. Buddy
bent it back into shape again. He did this several times before

the hook finally broke.

Another similar story but on the Big Horn here in Montana
comes from Jim Criner, owner of Bud Lilly's in West Yellowstone.
We had met in Polly's restaurant in Fort Smith where we were
having breakfast. This was on April 18, 1989. For whatever
reason, I gave him just one copy of the midge and he left with
his cronies to put in at Ehree mile access. Sometime later he
told me he took 19 browns out of just one or two pods with the
fly, fishing it downstream on the swing. He, too, had to reshape

the wire many times after it was pulled straight by those tough

Big Horn browns, until it broke on number 20.

That fly was tied on a British hook called Perfect Fine 16,

sold by Tom Widmar when he was running Derbyshire Rodbuilders in




St. Louis, before he started publishing Fly fiEDlﬂQ_ﬂefiﬁigi°
I tied the midge on that hook the previous evening, April 17,
in a motel room I was sharing with Tom Clark, rod collector from
Michigan, after a mystifying and frustrating day on the river

with him and George Kelly, our guide.

Using the midge tied on a shorter, stouter, heavier
16, I could not interest a single Bighorn fish in the fly at

all. Yet, midges were out and trout were feeding non-stop. Tom

W avs
and George, who was asked to fish along with us, caught a

respectible number of them on the Griffith's Gnat, but my new

midge went unnoticed time after time over midge feeding trout.

That evening in the motel I tied the fly on the perfect fine
16, at least 20 percent longer in the shank, and of course, much
lighter and weaker than the previous hook. By comparison to some
hooks, the perfect fine could almost pass for a 14. For some
unknown reason, I also changed the leader, from a 12 foot made up
Maxima with 3 pound tippet to a 12 foot, 6X Dai Riki, rated at

2.8 pounds.

The next morning, Wedg%day, after breakfast when I gave
Criner one of the new midges, we put in again at Epree
mile access, and drifted a half mile or so without fishing. It
was warm, with a hazy sun, different from yesterday when the sun
was very bright. We came to a place where the river broadened

considerably. George pulled towards the right bank where a large




arc of half—submerged rocks created a good~§ized, slaw-moving
pool. There were several streams of water coming out of the arc,
all of which were occupied by many trout feeding on midges.
George and Tom motioned for me to take the middle one. I started
at the bottom fishing uﬁ stream. On my first cast to the closest
riser, the line stopped, then shot forward and I had a fish on.
Then I took another 12 browns in some of the fastest, most
exciting fishing I've ever had. There were times when I lost
sight of the fly and the end of the white fly line, but yet, when
I tightened, there was another brown on. I noticed another nice
thing. I was getting into the hablgj;? straightening the leader
(L A "ﬂw)/va/a V722208
immediately after the cast to ﬁ;d’fnmthe~telegraph1ng ‘of the—end_
of the wh1feA1:ne. ify seemed7%€;ry time I didashis, another
Sobt- bo ctlodd
trout would take tﬁéAT}dge right after the line straightened.
They must have seen tge fly being jerked. Did that goad them
into taking the fly once it started its natural drag=zfree drift
downstream? I think so, because that little trick has worked

during other midge hatches on other rivers, it T as Wl

Pl
_ SHell, after a dozen Bighorn browns, I had enough. I
motioned to Tom who was fishing another stream lower down in the
river to come up and take my place. He was fishing one of his
beloved bamboo rods, a 7 a%ﬁ 1/2 foot Dickerson, with one of the new
perfect fine 16 midges and an orange indicator tied into the
leader about three feet from the fly. I felt the indicator was
too close to the fly, but soon after he started fishing, he was
into brown after brown. Even from the bank some distance from

him, I could see the orange indicator stop in mid current, or




dash upstream, pulled by another fine Bighorn brown trout.

h s
whatAhappened? Why did the Egdge tied on one hook and

fished on one leader work on a day with a hazy sun when the other
tied on another hook and fished on a different leader on a day

with a bright sun wouldn't? I can't answer that questioqx\

:f%sr%+xel¥* but I do know that I w111 be prepared to change

Vrﬁ-t_ex R Covs
hooﬁgﬁ and leaders if }zfever happen} that—same—way- again. If

r»‘ﬁ ’iD
there is a lesson here, it m+gh% be %hat»we—sheﬁéé not change fly
inline pevh </f"

patterns as frequently as we're prene to do, but to change

leadersg and,tdﬁifé our favorite patterns bhigger or smaller

and on different wire sizes.

The midges were still the primary hatch on the Bighorn two
weeks later, when I returned to the river with Jack Weiss, a
neighbor, who has tested many of the new soft-hackled fly
imitations, and who has already caught hundreds of trout on this
pattern. We were guided by Victor Colvard, much in demand during
the regular season on that river. On this trip, it was Jack who
couldn't keep the Bighorn browns off his hook. And I'm merely
recounting this story so the reader will know the soft-hackled
midge works just as well, (or better at times), on the swing,
;hich Jack likes to do immensely. And what a great method this
is{ Just reach the trout with the fly and there's a good chance
he will take it. I don't know about your skill upstream, but I
cannot fish a fly upstream as far as I can across or down. In

other words, I can cast further than I can see (which you must be




able to do to set the hook upstream). On the swing, the trout
generally hooks himself with a little tightening from the angler.
This, as I pointed out in the introduction, is one of the obvious

advantages of fishing this fly and other sof(}ﬁackled fly imitations.

There is quite an interesting history connected to the §oft§}

hackle Egdge. I have pointed out it is not a new f{;,,zgiiy the

use of it in small sizes, as a midge, might be neW\.-but I have
tied it agg fished it for quite a few years as a gene;;I sof te
hackléivag;s%hough the fly was not listed in THE SOFT HACKLED
FLY, or THE SOFF HACKLED FLY ADDICT.. Now can I find it in
angling literature frop Ehe north of England. So, It must be an
American invention, ;&ﬁ25 came down to present use through the
Gray Hackle Peacock, which was tied with the peacock herl body
and a grizzly hackle, cock or hen. Donald Du Bois' book, THE
FISHERMAN'S HANDBOOK OF TROUT FLIE§§}ists other similar hackled
flies, Gray Hackle Purple, Gray Hackle red, etc., the hackle
remaining the same, but with the body changing, according to the
whim of the tyer. Some patterns had orange and red tags and gold
ribbing. These were all old, famous wet flies. Dan Bailey's

shop in Livingston used to sell them by the jillions, John Bailey

told me.




Chapter 2. MOTHER'S DAY CADDIS : |/t cntimn - W Lk

T /)

When I showed the Mother's Day Caddis{ for the first Timd\t s

en I showe e Mother's Day Caddis{ for e._i£§;2:25§>\§:> ! e

Tedd Ward, associate in this meager book, he said, "But/ you're _ L/X/“AANA\
/‘2 : A & ! me——— - / f

violating the sofﬁiﬁackled flyiprinciple.dvmlt's true;it doesn't

look like the traditional soft hacklegp the difference béﬁig that

all of the partridge hackle rests on the top of the hook instead of 4, b
Ll s

radiating from it at the head of the Ty el acquiescex My gl ¥

defense is that the fly is made from traditional soft=hackled fly

materials; partridge, peacock herl and mole fur, which we have

already seen in the iron blue nymph in the first book. But what

Sl Bt~

ks Hlctting
a fly when caddis arélabout and fish can be seen feeding on

them! I call it the fun fly of the whole new series. Anyone
can fish 1/4C4exper1enced or beglnnec?,.1n any d1rect1on€r,up-
stream and dowgﬁv_wet or dry. Everyone who has seen a sample of

this. fly save. "' 1ikaiit !

The Mother's Day Caddis takes its name from the Mother's Day
Hatch on the Yellowstone River, outside of the papkaE Rt o celins
during the second or third week of May, Mother's Day coming on
the third §ynday of the month. The hatch is critically keyed to
the run-off, which, if it comes early, can wipe out the fishing
of the hatch or restrict it to just one or two days..-’1n
1988, the first year I fished it, I fished the caddis hatch three
days. Last year, 1989, I had two days, the run-off beginning on the
afternoon of the second day. There might be a biological
or physiological connection between the hatch and the run-off,

although I am not sufficentb{iftrained to verify this.




\

The hatch is monstrous. I have never seen anything like it/
If it came later in the year when the area around Livingston is
filled with non-resident anglers, the hatch would be famous world
wide. An article about the hatch was written by my friend,
Buddy Drake in the September, 1987 issue of FLY FISHERMAN. He
labelled the insect as belonging to the family Brachycentridae
and there is a photo of one of his friends standing knee deep in
insects and holding up a handful of them, perhaps several hundred

live, wriggling creatures from just one scoop.

gl 'ﬁ

Z }45198&9 durlng my first trigf I stopped the car on a bridge

e —

and looked upstream to see perhaps 80 or 90 rising trout and
bes o gud W3S awagef-Q
whitefish. After [ stdrted fishing, there were times when the

Vﬁf T ";,TQ'_

caddis came down the river in a carpet t o 2 inches thick. 8 to
e < pm’fe i baa 50/ _ AL

10 feet a%ross and 15 to 20 feet long. f#hen these came down./ the
th\LJ”Aﬁ
flsh stopped feeding because they couldn t see daylight! A

typical floating carpet must have bad’a m11110n)1n§iEEE§§FwﬁaFeg

During that first day, I fished traditional soft hackles
like—the-(Partridge and Green, the March Brown Splder and the
Pheasant Ta1£>w1th average success. And I fished deer and elk=>

i 29val - pPuorfrateon O

hair caddis’ on the surface with rot-mue

" (LL <
With so many bedies-on the surface! it was difficult to know when
to strike. You could never tell when your fly was being taken.
I was experiencing the same frustration Buddy wrote about, "For

some anglers the Mother's Day hatch is extremely frustrating.




They simply become overwhelmed by the number of insects on the

water, but they cannot see their floating fly or catch fish."

m‘“ | /(_Q/(,u a:ub« (Q/
Ihene—was—s%+%k§é little light left when I got back to the carr—a"”<L~—~“

at the end of that first day in 1988. Caddis were
|nfesting Wadthe ot

all over the car, including the largg\w1ndowfa%—%he—baek- When 1
ralsed 1t,»ﬁ,was_now—iagk+ng=at the under sides of 30 or 40

et
g

§wm)*£;jy caddis, stuck to the window. I looked closer. I saw the

el
g

protruding ends of the folded wings; the fat, juicy, segmented
bodies; and the prominent heads. The bodies)}eekeé brownish

green with a little irredescence whieh made me think immediately

)
of peacock herl. I drove the 30 miles back to Bozeman}hlnklng
of this new fly with a ready-made names a&%heﬂghVBE?B?E_I sat
down at my vice, I didn't know I was going to violate the softh)
hackled fly principle by raising all of the barbs of the
partridge hacklegﬁbove the body of the fly and binding them down

as a wing. But@f;hat‘s what I diqgﬁﬁ% here is the formal dressing

of the Mother's Day Caddis.

Srzes: 12, 44001600 18

Tying thread: Danville olive.

Body: Peacock herl.

Rib: Yellow silk. (I fish the fly with and without the
rib.}

S
Hackle: Gray or brown partridge hackle. (Dependig-on the

; ither
,b;_Lcolor of thee#——‘eZe natural caddis’;}or dyed gray or other
W e rle
color 4o match.) —FheAhackle is—wottmd around the front of the

hook two or three times. BEE —and- ,uwwjnggt;“r”rfﬁf%“'




Jook-twe=er=three—times. Then _with-thumb_and forefinger spread tlha ;dﬁi”“é; LLUW1§

mwa
over the shank,‘f/lifg\all of the,barbs of=ths 6;;;;;;;;\up and

th
above the hook, ard binq\them down with the tying thread.

Head: Natural mole furﬁé? dyed to dark gra£j>dubbed on
v

(S

tying thread and wrapped quite thickly in front of, wing.

Shantd d Fied
(The various parts of this fly egg}d-be éﬁgnggé to match

either lighter or darker naturals. In tying 16r§/énd 184??

AR
youlll-need- the very small hackles which come from the back of
the nec&;a&=%ﬁE“;artridge. Fthimk lt%ﬂg/the profile of the fly
whieh-makes it so effective,) /75“6'

(‘T\M( A {14"1 ) ﬁM‘J V;”?,".m’"#l)

e 124 o
The—rextday—Tteft garl%;ﬁgr the Yellowstone,;@rayihg e&ZL&i“
the—way the hatch would last just one more dax:)anéjﬁalso&fﬁﬁt— L“Tjj;
x ficd

dela -
the run-off would stay—aﬁgy at least another day. From the i g e
Cany tht T stil P72 povin fo (nflvemee naturad eSO

bridge, I eeutd—see.my prayers—were—answereds kfifi,ﬁfff—31§i99~—-"~}#l

clear up to the head of the riffle, some few hundred feet

upstream. The river was low, ard clear. I walked up on the left
4 i

7
side of the river this—time thinkinqﬂl might escape some of the

; ; gTered Nl V) e > -
whitefish yesterda%gfanﬁkl

the head of the riffle,Ag§§g~tH¥ee or four fishermsEZ\Z?% was far
from crowdeQégénd’I settled for 75 yards of the river +—X___
pod petpolley g :
_1nc1ud$hg—the inside of a big bend where I could see many
fish rising just this side of the main current. There-was a_

0
downstream wind addﬁ%g some splash to the rises. I greased the

El ke

new, sizé;}4 Mother's Day Caddis and started fishing up to the. # K%JQ
closest fish and took a fiesty 11 or 12 inch rainbow.&lhark—GodT<

it was not a whitey?§>Maybe it was a trout pod. Then I caught




another three or four rainbows, whieh—were the closest onesj;e—me=>

e ._..?

: N b e T T e fly
V.Lt~see¥:3yﬂ’ Srmsi
worklngjjpuf/how there-was nothingk}e$t‘but the fish

further out in the currenq:'bu% when I tried to reach them in an
Cr- ,paﬂaé - peole_ Vfﬁu»/“
upstream cast, I couldn't quite do it. From atittltedistancss e/
Con & @ ) 7 yi :’/?./L/

the Yellowstone especigtly at this time of yeizggﬁibw 7amzc~wi 7“f £
a2 Wee -0

Maybe +% the wide, exposed banks»ef*rock and grav \w1th that oo wale D0
A 4 s The Sdoctho~ .
4+%%4e_r1bbon of water running thzuugh the@A\ But when you get

-

Lufo a0 ¥ angp 3
—e+ese-%e>that l1ttle ‘ribbon of water, you see.the river has—

.?}'—1,#"3 J'Q“ "1@ /-# A
speed, deptqzﬁﬂd~volume apd—they demand?respect

o

I moved above the fish thinking 4—might go at them with a

downstream, reach cast. The line, fly and leader sailed past the
55 (-
feeding trout and Just before the line was fully extended, I jerked the

rodeback . ihe fly fell three feet in front of ere—ef th 51&4”)

Vet
rainbows/and when it reached him, he jumped on it. I tried

a combination reach-and -swing castf”wb4ch-yeﬁ—w1+1\£+aé—:%v~
chanig vt W 4
1ndlspens1bleAkF~yeu=b@gfn fishing these new imitations. It
wawr

starts out as a reach cas the first part of 4% presents the

A

fly drag-free. When the current has pulf;g out all;yfyﬂhe line
“Tha Coa
and leader, they will begin to swing towards your bank, the fly

following. Unlike drag in an upstream drymfly cast, the fly in a

downstream sw1nﬁ:255t angles only slightly toward the ban%j.Aﬁd”/

1f you let out line, AWIII drag hardly at all.

This system really started to work on the troegkénd before
b
long I had eight ef—hem from that one spoty) and took several
ond_4
more before therda%gwas—ever: I never had a fish over 13 or 14




inches, but these rainbows were full of spunk, leaping wildly and

w’,‘( &
pulling like fish much b than they were.

CbAaiv» oA~

After thelhatch was over that first year, I carried the
-~
Mother's Day Caddis with me whergvgver I went. I didn't have—to—

wait long to use it. A week or so later, I drove by Dave

R
Kumlien's Orvis shop on Main §treet¥ﬁgd there on the sign of the

little shopping center where his store is located was the message
for the whole town to see, "MOTHER'S DAY CADDIS HATCH ON AT THE

BEAR TRAP."

Two Mother's Day Caddis Hatches? Yes, as Dave explained to

md?!ater they are both called by the same name, although the one
on the Yellowstone is usually over by Mother's gaygﬁwhen the one
on the Madison might just be getting started. He also thought it

was of the same family.

I like this part of the Madison. It's quite broad, but not

very deep. There are some large boulders, islands, and smaller

rock formations whieh create some interesting streams within the
The. puenr

stream. AJ have already noted in the previous chapter, }{ can be

fished very early, and it offers major hatches throughout the
year, not only in/eéddis, but in,Mé}flies and ﬁfgneflies as

well. The river can absorb many, many anglers because of its
¢ I

/
ize, it n k ; idnt the next day when ™= Ll i
size, so it never looks crowded, and didnt the nex y , iLﬁgga?““‘g“”’“”“}izp

w-—

wept—over—there armed with my new Mother's Day Caddis, &~EEEiEE“M, <

e
there from Bozeman is also one of the most beautiful drives in /

VP4 4

the state.




/1zam4;&l

The sign was right. When I got—elese-te the river, I could

Tle, oppeoredl

see trout rising everywhere, although not in the quantity
Yellowstone. Nor did I see the gigantic rafts or "carpets" of

caddis I saw earlier on that river.
e

4 !I
I didn't evea=bethen—ter fish upstreamczpuf/went out from the

bank 40 or 50 feet and started fishing with that downstream,

reach-swing method I started on the Yellowstone. 1 saw_a trout
stick his head out of the water to Qizr}dghyﬂgﬁmmez an&ébést to
ﬁ( Ctmy 16 i \”}/
him, throwing4a little wide so that the Mother's Day Caddis would
swing in front of him. He took it. Then another one a little
7&@ 7 &} Le

further down. And%on%;}n/towards the bank. All small rainbows,

but what fun.

Now, as I write this, I have fished the Mother's day Caddis

for two_fg%ﬁl}ears. It has proved effective everywhere there is

5 e mons
_kaddis, éhgja-+et§é¥ testerz?ha¥e—eerroborated. I have taken it
Z

//;5ﬂgw& to size 18 for the micn@icaddis hatczfjfpn the Henry's Fork.

It was on that river during Juneﬁof 1989,A; introduced Hugh
Hasselman, a New Zealander, to the fly and gave him a few to trx:)

&"—//:f§ﬂ%1 This last Christmas we received a greeting card from him,
part of which I quote. "It's a lush green world here just now.
We've had a very mild, warm spring. 1I've just spent a couple of
hours this evening fishing the spinner fall and €addis Hatch on
the Matawanigiver which is just five minutes drive from here.

Actually iﬁy{ your Mother's Day Caddis is effective on the swing




here, too. Last week I had an Englishman staying with me to try
some fishing. The first evening I took him out, he wasn't having
much luck until I gave him that fly. He mainly fished on big

ponds in England and was thrilled with the rivers here."

If you take one of several channels of the Madison River
downstream from Varney.gfidge you will come to the pool where
the most dramatic fishing happened to me using the Mother's Day
Caddis. It was the last three hours of an evening in Jungg>1989.
I worked my way dowg¢fishing rises here and there, without really
catching anything big or seeing many fish rising to caddis. I
arrived at the pool just as it was getting dark. It was the
magic hour because the trout were going a little crazy in the
pool, and I could reach most of them from my side of the river.
There was a high bank close behind me which prohibited upstream,
or even straigh@?ﬁcros{fﬁtreaﬁbcasting. It seemed like an ideal
place for the reach-swing and that's what I tried. I took one or
two rainbows of medium size on a size 14 mother's day caddis and

then a little further doquglong the line between the choppy
e

chutes and the quiet water, I saw a good fish rise. It was

difficult to pinpoint piﬂ(ﬁzzguse of the failing light and

because the water seemed to be going i every:which~way around
him. He rose again, a heavy, splashy rise showing his total
displacement. Now I new the spot and threw the mother's day

gaddis into the chutes above him. For a moment I didn't know
e

where the fly was, but I didn't need to know because he found it.

I landed him in about 6 minutes, a brown, eyeballed at about 18

A
inches and quickly released. /&; o




Chapter 3. PALE MORNING DUN Lyt o ‘C_ /”)32444

The Pale Morning Dun was the first mayfly developed in the
new soﬁffg%ckled fly imitation series. Because it was so
successful on its first outing on the Bighorn, it became the modelﬁ/éfb“

&

all efthe other mayfly patterns, which, of course, are tied

bigger or smaller and with different colored hackles and body

_/*Tiffiiili>) The Pale Morning Dun is probably the most important

S
| i//f}/ mayfly in Montana and Idaho. It certainly is the most

wide spread and longest lasting fly on many rivers and spring /A:____Jw
creeks. The most famous places for the hatch are CQurse /%he
Bighorn River where it starts about July 10 and continues until
the first couple weeks in September; the cluster of spring
creeks on the Yellowstone where it starts about June 10 and lasts
until around the first of Septembecagnd the Henry's Fork where it
can be found by the first week in Jﬁne all the way through
August.
It was on the Bighorn during August | s—t+F—amt—t8-0of 1988
that Herb Myer and myself worked out théétoft hackled Pale /é%\
Morning Dun. We had met earlier that year on the Henry's ForK:>
7//V G YN

<{§§Bn, I recalaf he had, Jused a sofﬁ Hackled type of E@le morn1ng

dun, (the only one he had) which he said he had on his leader for

z

two days, nevig once losing it or having it break off, and during
(,Lt
which time, heAcaught more than 100 troutC}n_+%= Soy his heart

was in a good place to be testing a new softéﬁéckled fly pattern.

As a kind of controf??f knowing at least what everyone else




was doingy we fished the entire first dayx{éi;::;;ﬁ,between the

dam and three m11e access with a sparkle dun dry fly which is
probably the most popular fly used today during the hatch of the
Pale morn1ng dun The fly had a sparkle, poLy ta11 yellow-

orange dubblng)and deer hair wing tied well»baek—#%em the eye,

with more dubbing in front of the wing, even crowding the eye of

the hook. The thoracic postion of the wing was suggested by

Vince Marinaro in MODERN DRY FLY CODE, (I don't know if he was

first) and 1 think%%hgg;ﬁiijzne of the milestone observations in
modern fly fishing. 1In Halford's dry fly imitations of mayflies,

the wings and hackles were placed too close to the front of the
flies. That style of tying was copied over and over in Englandmx

and later in America. Even my hero, T. E. Prittitied his game -,
bird hackles too close to t?SS£ront of the fly‘intendedmtﬁcﬁ)mWWWWWWA/LQw
represent a mayfly. General, soft hackles always worked better for me
when caddis were on the water, but not as well when I was fishing
soft hackles during mayfly hatches. The position of the wings

on mayflies and caddisflies is probably the greate§2?d4$$e*eﬁeeru
the most obvious difference between the two familig;fdf insects.

It will be the most noticeable difference between old, generalfj

use soft hackles such as the partridge and orange and this new,

specificéuse mayfly pattern, the pale morning dun.
S =

I cannot complain about the effectiveness of the §parkle'gyn
on that first day. I probably caught more than 20 browns while
Herb took even more. The hatch on that river is quite

phenomenal. It starts soon after 11 a.m., although it can come




earlier on days that will turn hotgin—temperattres The hatch

It o Conup ¥ e/ Fx
will last until about 6 p.m., so every angler wil K

CoTemplits w dopti
+ime- to £4gu%éleut what he might be doing wrong. At the height : ¢

of the hatch one can actually hear the trout feedingjsev%—e$~++ke—
M
\kplunk...plonk...plunk...plonk a round metallic sound, which I
7

Lf;Lz{?Zu/vfjélt Froudl
. (nfransel M}

>

have never heard before.

/ PA

The next morning on a table outside of Herb's trailer I tied
e S“/"JCY{' o X WNrore
the new, sofﬁghackled lee morning dun. I had
A o i
___#he naturals the previous day and saw a “cleag&\@elicate
y,
fly with yellowy orange body, definite rib markingiﬁgnd larger
9!
than average wings set well back over a humped, clearly visifble
thorax. The wings appeared pale yellow, but with a pale green
sheen on the leading edge of the wings. The fly looked to be

about an average size 14.
Here is the dressing for the fly.

Blzera 42, 18, 16, faivivalight wire.
Tying thread: Danville 6/0 Orange. 6&
74
) AN
Body: Pale, yellowy/orange dyed rabbit or similar, fine ///// //Vvi;zf/," /i
e

Tail: Natural, silvery sparkle yarn, thin and cut short.

synthetic dubbing tapered slightly to just past the center of the !/b
& ,’;._,\,t—fﬁ
(\’ d_/./("_/k,}
Hackle: Three or four turns of a small feather from a hen — ‘Al Topidn
. : p % L'\,L‘LU‘L,' 'v\.»'(
neck, which, in England is called white with rusty edge. A crean—’ 4

Ll 2 Sy x ,t( Lt '
or gingef:;%lored hen hackle can also be used,uu(for quite a few (gtgc/g A é

hook. Not too hairy.

years, I had been buying hen necks from Veniards in England, only

\
24 3




rarely using a feather for some sofﬁ/a%ckled fly or another. The

2/ R V«Kf
necks are very inexpensive and gpm% 1 /pe‘whlte with rusty

edge, ginger, white, various shades of brown, black, dun and I8
._//7%1 ké’uf — ’TC',\/,

furnace, badger and grizzly. Many of the necks look dike—serew
-#ps: They are not pure in color and many of them are flecked

with black smudges. The centers of the white»with$rustyii\

edge feathers are more yellow or cream than whth:;aﬁd*the "rusty

e h j uf 7“/< y e Lliiipl
edge" is ki & gold color wh;ch.g1ve34a definite two-tone
L“‘"‘Q b Lan. ﬂ-‘fﬂj,\&
look te—the—haekle after 1t’§%yound’on’;6‘the hook. The rusting,
apparently, is caused by the sun according to Roger Woolley in
INoe
his MODERN TROUT FLY DRESSING. There are alotg# small but
(et
short hackles on these necks £h+eh-can take the tyer all the way

F(/?'A" /éN/;’flf
down to a,20, u&th three or four wraps. Both Metz and Hoffman

A
hen necks or sets are available from fly shops in ginger,
white/cream and barred ginger.)

Head: Same dubbing as for body to the eye.

I tied 8 of these flies on 12's and 14's, gave half of them
to Herb and we left for the river. We floated down from the dam
to the same spot where we fished the day before, and anchored the
raft in knee deep water. About 11, they started, slowly at

o dejplasy
filrst Sthen b??omingnfull blownﬁin ha#f an T?ur. I heard the
trout agéiqfiiflunk...plonk...plunk...plonh:) The rises were
visib1%1c1ea¥ across the river. I picked one out just 20 feet
from me and watched a nice brown rise there three or four times
in a row. He was upstream a little and towards the center of the

river
N

an ideal dry fly cast if you ever saw one. [ cast the




new fly above him and it came floatingin the filrr@
f?\ 5
__perfec®ry. There was a commotion at the fly. I saw the trout
come up, then refuse my new offering. I tried him again and the
al
same thing happened. I thought IAcreated a monster. "I had two

refusals," I yelled to Herb.

"Refusals don't mean anything," he yelled back.
I tried another fish. No refusal this time, but a solid

take. "I've got one." 1 yelled.

"One fish doesn't mean a successful fly." he yelled. And
now he had one, too. The fly began to work for both of us and we
probably caught 80 fish between us. The size 12 in that
particular hook seemed to work better than the size 14. I will
admit that most of my fish were caught with the fly in a dragED
free mode. And the most takes occurred when I was fishing with a
4§:aegree downstream reach cast. There were times, however, when
I pulled the fly from the trout and they pounced on it anyway.

During the whoie_iiﬁea there were many imperfect, knockdown
_Eale Qgrning ggns on the water along with a large number of
’;pinners. Herb felt the new soft hackle looked more like the
spinners than the new duns. Perhaps the following description of

B@le ggrning dun emergence in MAYFLIES, THE ANGLER AND THE TROUT
= = P

by Fred L. Arbonna, Jr., might help ;d/éxplain the success of the

jofﬁéggckle pale gprning gun on the Big Horn. "Because

Ephemerella duns take a noticeably long time to raise their

wings to the upright position, the folded-winged duns are very







vulnerable on the sufrace. Even when a hatch is at its height,
an 'emerging-dun' imitation, fished just like a dry fly, remains
the most effective method for catching trout." Substitute the

”)’ﬂ'\‘-—
words soft hackle for emerg1ng~dun and the sentenc 5

when a hatch is atwlts,~he}ghtg a-soft-hackle—imitation, fished—
just like a dry fly. remains—the mosteffective method—for—

catching trout. =

The Pale Morning Dun /Soft-hackle fmitation could be taken

for spinners after the regular, daytime hatch is over. This
wm~
happened on the Henry's Fork on June,Z@%CTé89, when Dave Hall and
Frank Bell fished a famous sectign of that river. Dave Hall was
: AP o
armed with some pale morning dun softéﬁeckl I had made for him
! & 7 ¢, / e ——————
earlier. It was almost dark when they started fishing, each man

choosing his particular piece of water. If you have fished the

Henry's Fork, you must know that sometimes just a few feet can
Lty s af
separate good water from . Dave got the éﬁoﬂ'and saw three

Henry's Fork respectible rainbows feeding in his lane. He took

e AR TR ) ' :
one, then anotheg«and finally the third with the pale morning ll"“»

Dol T )
\\ieffgﬁfsilez while Frank didn't even have a single fish to cast

to.

I am not able to sort out the information I get from the
"hatch" books on the difference between epe inermis and
1piequegs pale mornlng duns But,fy( ;Sgeeytzsz/798§Ai_was
fishing on DePuy's spring creek with Dan Tubbs and Mlke Langford

when either the inermis or the infrequens appeared at around noon
AN AN




in the area known as the Blue gate. (The spring creek management

lists the fly as 1nfrequens ) It was a little smaller than the
L an
VS (/W/k

?suaﬁeseé same fly on the Bighorn with the same delicate, pale

yellow wing and the darker leading edge leaning towards green,

but with a body of pale olive green Using the Blue gate picnic

table, I quickly tied a couple of pale mornlng duns on size 16

hooks, substituting Spectrum gumber 3, a pale olive yellow dub-
U e

bing for the yellowy orange dubb1ngA‘but used the same hackle

I used on the quhorn Mike caught a couple of fish immediately

.-f‘“ g7

with the new pale mornlng dun then lost it in the mouth of quite
a large fish. I continued to fish mine until the hatch was over by o
around five o'clock, catching and releasing several browns and

rainbows.

The discovery of the white=with=rusty-edge hackle for the

> ]
pale morning QUn,riﬁEE%ﬁk7iwas an important fly tying find. And

I have incorporated the same feather in a rusty spinner pattern

elsewhere in this book.

9

Like the sof%vhackle mldge the;pale mornlng dunEsoft hackleq

can be fished well—wetted and still remain effective. Itkfiﬂﬂw/ Y,

Leo

—-atso be fished successfully in the reach-swing cast method

described in the last chapter on the mother's day caddls Dry or

_

wet, this fly and other new, soffjhacklé{may fly patterns do a
G4

pretty good job of imitating the_lnsect on its way up as a nymph
) 1
and a dun in emergence; and on Eﬁé way down as a spinner in egg

laying and dying.




QChaDter 4: BAETIS AND THE BLUE-WINGED OLIVE |

I used to wonder why T.E. Pritt, Edmonds and Leesqnd other
& Y A
earlier fly-fishing writers included more than one artificial to
imitate a gertdin spegies ofitrout fliesciitPriti had five .« March
_browns, four iron blue duns and two sets of two each to imitate

other insects. Edmonds and Legi too, listed two flies each to
represent three different insects. Halfordg in his first booka.
FLOATING FLIES AND HOW TO DRESS THEMA. really covered the bases
for a Baetis fly with 7 patterns. They were the rough olive, India-
rubber olive, detached olive; dark olive quill, pale olive quill,
and pale g}ive dun. Except far the getac;éd olive, the pattérns

look pretty much alike, and it would have to be a very smart sl Sl
4 batilD s.tule n Tar i

]

/ > o :
trout; indeed} which could choose one from the otheﬁﬁ Halford Oy fatew
wasn't too sure about an imitation for the iron blue dun either,
because for that insect he listed five artificial patterns, one

) 4 /"ﬂ,’»(

of which’gaéxﬂthe October tint of iron blue." In later bookss

the father of modern dry fly fishinqﬁreduced the number of

cxrord

artificialgg@}asti;;;I;T>“~mwmw~””“wm

Well, now, after trying to design a new, soﬁi?ﬁgckle fly or
finding old patterns whichj;ﬁéiqood, wet/dry imitations of the
Baetis; I know why those writersg?and. I'm sure many othersf
included more than one artificial to imitate a certain insect =—

because in this chapter I have four. And that may not be enough.

Before I show you these four patterns, I would like $te-biey=_

to describe the insects we're imitating in this chapter. <=feel-
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zpisﬂis necessary because of the confusion over Baetis and blue-
winged olive. Here in Montana, all the Mayflies with olive

bodies and leaden, gray, dun wings are called Baetis, including
the blue-winged olive, which according to some ”hatch” books 1is

(Luu desc \f
not a Baetls) but }5 an Ephemerella. The Bhn&ée blue winged

"VE. & /*-‘ﬁ‘
ollve 1s losing its Lﬁentiifj while Baetls is taking over. In
the east and midwest, however, most of the trout flies of the
same general coloring in bodies and wings are called Blue-winged
olive) while the word, Baetis is not used at all as the most
= AN
accepted common name. In fact, in HATCHES IT, blue-winged olive
is listed as the "most accepted common name" for 12 species in
the east and mldwest while the word Baetls, i1s not shown once

A
L0 LA

as the "most accepted common name". I é&E@-the phrase Blue-

winged olive better, and I like to see it with the hyphens as the

Britl'sh nrint it; or even betterj as B-w.o.

’TL,,; Souvrie 9’) ﬁ*‘ﬁ,- botusper—

It's easy to see why—there4s confusioqieﬁer the two

species. The color olive is the dominant body color of most of

the species in the Baetis genus. And the body color of the blue—

winged olive is; vou qguessed it, olive. Both the blue-winged

olive and the Baetis flies also have dun-¢olored (lighter or
= AAA A /

L

darker) wing§)makinq it even easier to lump them all together in

the ngtis group. We are experiencing this kind of difficulty in
AALAA
fly nomenclature because of the trend 1o cal flles by thelr
colleo ;"""f‘jf‘"‘ 2ok Qleg e z/

scientific names...not their gemerie’names. In Enqland anglers

still call Baetis flies  "iolives." ‘Andithey call tiie blue—
e when {15hing =

winged olive7 ”plue—winqed oliveitt In 1986)ﬂL—£+5hed-the Test




Ar

Rives whe;r;Ahad a lengthy conversation with the river keeper of

the Leckford Club. He said the American anglers he met were

using so much Latin in their conversations) he couldn't

\ g

understand them at all. I feel the scientific names should, bep The f o 1oy

Jeft—te- the taxonomists and we,\phe anglers should return to the
1o
easier, more frxend&(; e7epye terms

d L0 N4y r; ?‘
R ok - Y/)
//M oo Tt T 7l

.Besideszsize, and color of bodies and wings. there is, of

’

course) another way to identify trout insects. and—that=is by
+ha jdaﬁsziﬂ N1
the time of,thelr appearances. And we can use this method o
distinguish between the two flies in this chapter. The true
Baetls or olive is the first and last Mayfly you'll see in
Montana. ‘It 1s smallzi]6 and undeFﬁand can be fished as early as
February and as late as November. The flies seem to like nasty
wea?ﬁggﬁkdark scudding cloudgi raln)and even light snow. Tell a

fellow angler a certain day was aUBaetis kind of day;/and he'll
know exactly what you're talking about. "Because hatches can
occur in the worst climatic conditions and because there are two
yearly generations} the survival of the-species is ensured;” said
Charles Gaidy in his impressive study. EPHEMERAS MAYFLIES :

NATURALS AND ARTIFICIALS.

The blue winged ollve is basically a summer fly and has 2
//L,{ /./ UE -4 J ;

three tails while the Baetis have only two. %;/Looks_biggeﬁ than

the Baetis because its wings are overly large for its body. The

pattern%ha&—a unique history beqié@%&g with Halford under that

name in FLOATING FLIES. / The dressing was as follows: Wings:

Pale 'coot. "upright. Body: Peacock quill dyed a medium olive.

g
;‘ 1
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Hackle and tail: same medium olive. In Halford's book, the

natural fly was to hatch chiefly in the evenings durlng the 7h~’
HAarighond™ /

latter part of July, Auqust and occasionalty even September

many books tkat=tvs—read about the fly} the most popular and

deadliest pattern to use during the evening rise was the Orange

Quill; made popular by Skues. Here is the dressing: Wings:

Pale starling.. Hackle:' Bright redicock. @ Tail:/ Same color.

Body: Pale condor quill, stripped and dyed hot orange.f/KIEOt

orange colored fly to imitate the somber, olive body/leaden wing

insect? They have got to be kiddingfg used to think?//;;en)___453__,

recently, in SUNSHINE AND THE DRY FLY, by J. W. Dunne, I read the

x S L
followin%jﬁ‘“Late in the eveninq) in the middle of a furious rise
(of blue-winged olives)} you will have to abandon fishing, hasten
through the darkness to the nearest plank bridge, spear your rod)
get out on to the board, andJ kneeling there) peer ciosely and
intently at the black water hurrying beneath. Then you will see,
gliding swiftly by amid the hatching duns, a spinner with big,
flat—spread; oddly whitish-looking wings; between which the red
body looks queerly stumpy and diminutive. Red bodyy did I say?
Yee) red---red as any lobster. For your sacrifice of an

evening's fishing will have had) at any rate, this little reward:

that there} right beneath your eyes, will be the 'orange quill.'"

o
>

.
£
Now, that's a neat little British twistyefishing the dun

with a spinner because they both appear on the water at the same

time. But isn't that what Herb Myer and I did on the Big Horn

TR M S 1]

with thefpale morning dun Eoft:hackled!fi#lei_mk
- Sl o A " —
"
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It was on the Bighorn again that Hale Harris and Steve
Hilbers of the Bighorn Trout Shop in Fort Smith. and I}Worked out
W /
one of the four Baetis patterns in this chapter. Ih+s-#§§ duringﬁfh gﬁ“*”i‘;jﬂu?

<o L
May=t8y-195-20-and 214988 Both of these young men are professional \/Wiiii';%ka
guides and fly-tyers and furnish practig?j}y all of the flies ' J
they sell in their shop. They are alsélpelievers in the soft-
hackhgfﬂy and frequently fish the old, general patterns and a
lot of new ones they have developed themselves. One of these is

7 /
the/Baetis/soft-hackléﬁ dressed as follows:

e R

Hoolkc: ' 165 18 light Wire.

Tying thread: Danville olive.

Body: Danville olive thread built up from the tail into a
thin, sloping taper. (Some earlier patterns used brown thread.)

Ribbing: Yellow silk (Thin copper wire on the brown pattern.)

Thorax: Tiny bunch of mole. (On the early brown pattern.
only.)

Hackle: Starling. three or four wraps. (Include at least

one or two wraps of the dull. base side of the hackle.)

fg™

e

It was with the olive and yellow silk-rib fly@é?ans the—e—

thoragy;that I started fishing the Baetis hatch on the Bighorne —<
[ e e

above the three mile access. Once the hatch starts, the browns

gather in tight, little pods. The rises are slow)aﬁd/é:I;beratea==j§§f

the trout seeming to do a little hula with their bodies when they

fo S

aa.back in, Ggid»yauuaxeﬁ_ih+nkjtheygmight(be showing off?)
| = / :




Mo,
Jhe. spot J-thought I warted was occupied by a young angler

who was flailing away unsuccessfully at the pod of freef—rising

fish. I found another pod below him)and oﬁ‘the first Gast

upstream, I took my first brown trout on the new §pﬁ§:ﬁhcklec£

baetis. Then I took another and was feeling magnanimous. I

7

yelled to the young lad (his name was Brad Bohen) who saw what I

was doing. Did he want to try one of the new/BaetxsZsoft 40‘

U/lr,&/a/ (?*uh o

‘ﬁa:kiﬁaé Yes! Yes. indeed! (I was not be1ng4a1tru1st1c--1 e
- wanted a second tester of the new épftfhackleJ§9EEl§.) And on

hillsEfilinsticastawi thitthe fly) he had a brown. Then we took turns

hooking and landing these fish until we exhausted our pods and

the hatch was over.

I left the Bighorn convinced the soft hackleJBaetls was the
best artificial fly ever to come down the stream And I couldn't
wait to try it on my favorite piece of water on the Madison
trophy section below Raynold's Pass bridge. The Madison here,
too, is famous for its ggggliAhatches at this time of year. 1
chose a day soon after the Bighorn outing that looked like the
ideal ?ge}gs day. It was cold and gray with low, fast—moving cloudss
threatening rain or snow at any time. The pool I had in mind was
not occupie%4§nd the hatch had not started yet. I waited
pat%enplxg\feelinq a little smug because I knew I was going to

&\ASiauqhte%\Ehose fish. Then the hatch starteq/@nd the trout
joined in. On the water, the Baetis looked just like the Bighorn

&l M{ ';
Baetis, maybe a shade smaller, but I had the) Baetls ggjz_nggﬁng ;

LA ) gy
in 18 s too. < So. 1 put on an 18 and made my first cast. (ﬁ;;;:;;T_‘Nmm




f/:;j you cant always take a trophy fish on yvour first cast. .So

I GaSH aqa1n) the fly passing r1qht over the noses of at least
Y linn
three feeding trout. Aqain.AQAnd again. And nothlnq} nothlnq, M*ﬁwu*y'

R

Drag free. With drag. A bigger fly. It d+éﬁ*tumake—an¥_
difference. Those fish wouldn't take that fly in a million

years. I hammered at them for two hours 1 cpuldn t believe 1t,;
’/"ﬁi “" T e5e -¢ /a 'y 5'!( /

—ahe I finally qu1t) tn:nkznq‘there is nothlnq fer-certain in

L PN
-

fly flshln_q. WW “/ Lol Lee, ( LiAvan C‘.(‘;”VLJ/Q(‘"#Q’M

] N —

Dicptts ) Dol /Sl i)
’ijI}.gi@i£Ziif:¥'* 3 (~ 77~a1'ﬂv

It was that frustrating experience which-made me decide that—
I could not cover ng}{§ with only one ﬁly pattern in a written
work on new soft hackles. Yet, when that work started taking shape in
1986 I was sure only one pattern per specfe would do, and it
was.901n9 to be the gquintessential soft hackle fly for the
.538315) pale mornlnq;dun,;jldqe) Caddis, qgreen Swr‘ake‘J or whatever
Wfiy I haa access to and chose to Eover in(this book. To be
honest, had the Bighorn PF?EIS worked on the Madison and other
Montana waters) [ probably would have believed it to be the
quintessential Dattern) and would have left well-enough alone.

nll Cav/d?ﬁfffy

Bg:f it didn'Efgp Agre 15 the gecond Baetis pattern.

Starling and pheasant.

Hook : ‘16) 1183 - 20) light or medium wire.

Tying éilk: Danville olive.

Body: Barbs (three for a 16 two for 18 and one or two for

)
d 20) from the center tail of a rooster DheasanEl“yound on the

/4

hook together with thin copper wirg, as in the/pheasant ta11 soft—%«vf G,

/i I .....-—,u—-w»wv




Racklte or traditional nymphﬂ

Hackle: S;arlinq) three or four wraps of the lighter, dun-

v

colored) downibase part of the feather.
This fly belongs as much to Paul Brown as it does to me. We
designed it sometime before 1983 as a nymph/dun Baetis imitation

on the Henry's Fork river in Idaho. The fly is influenced.ef—

—course. by Frank Sawyer's pheasant tail nymph,:w§i§F=is-one of

Paul's favorite suQi;urface flies on that river ahd others where
the Baetis prevail. The Sawyer nymph is Paul's sheet anchor, and
he often starts fishing this fly when the Baetis are on. Paul
says. "Fishing the Sawyer nymph} I thought I was in possesion of
the Holy Grail of Baetis imitations. There were times, howevery
when the fish would not accept it deadfqrift and then I would
move it slightly when I thought it Qés close to the fish and this
would encourage them to take it. As I think back to Frank's
book, NYMPHS AND THE TROUT) he, too) would raise the nymph at a
speed he figured was the qymph's swimming speed and this would

firl]
get. the fish to'take ith-~

‘'There were times//iggn the fish would not take the Sawyer

¥ {1
@

fibol ;
nymphﬁeither dead;&?ifted or moved. I couldn't believe that this

great fly could ever fail mgagnd I looked closely into the water
2

to see if there might be another insect present. I never found
wThar
any and finally reasonedAthe fish were taking a drowned Baetis dun

A

underwater or in the film} or they were feeding on submerged egg-

laying femalés (Entomologists have reported female spinners of




Baetis and closely related genera deposit their eggs underwater

———

by crawling down rocks) weeds or whatever) in preference to the

U

duns whieh were everywhere in evidence.

"One of my first alterations to the Sawyer nymph was a looseé7 b9 ndd
dubbing of mediumfaérk hare's mask at the thorax and the change
from a wet fly hook to a dry fly one. i?:reasoned the hare's fur
represented the wings folded closely along the bodies of the
female§§&ﬂd I also wanted the fly to stay fairly close to the
surface. Although this fly worked at times below exposed weed

beds) it was not the answer I was looking for.

Vs

" {‘ £
/ﬁl ! B Ap
"I began to think about soft- hackles/that might duplicate
~— Jhesn
the color of the wings of the naturaL»wheﬂ the starling came to
mind. The feathers were small enouqh fior 20 s iandi22! S, but at
first glance they seemed too dark. But wait. At the base of the
feather is a downx) filmy kind of marabou like fuzz which comes
very close to the color of the wings of the Baetis duns. I tied
W\_ﬂ
a few of these wet duns and tried them the first chance I got.
My subesequent experience with the Starling and Pheasant is that
it is ofen effective when you cannot induce the trout to accept a

conventional Sawyer nymph."

k)

A«m£+kedg§g$; I also fished the starling and Dheasant forithe

7
first time on thévgenry 5 ForkC;,qu watei}ﬁﬂ%s we shall also see

éy/_}//zfx g_% /_’_Y/~
later) { Like thayﬂrlver is conducive to reach-gasting d

1
reach/swing casting with the new soft?ﬁéckled fly imitations

because you can move above the fish in almost any direction to




obtain the desired drift. With the starling and pheasant. I mw<T abned TeT L
- yales i
could fool many Henry's Fork trout. putﬁnever any of the giant

.

rainbows the river is famous for.

The giant fish story with this fly belongs to Pat Daly) who
fished the Henry's Zgrk with me during the late fall of 1983. I
tied some starling and pheasant 16's in the car and gave him a couple
to try out. The next day we were in Yellowstone Park on the
: rewarwed
Madison. We separateq} but were—stitl within sight of one
another. It was a classic Baetis dayﬁ’éqainz cold rain, low gray

clouds)and leaden sky. In the middle of some of my fishingg I

> i
looked doqu§tream and saw him hook a fish. Good, I thought, he

didn't get that many. I turned away thinking he would fight it
and release it in a short time. The fight lasted longer than
usual and he started‘to make his way across the river toward my
bank) thefzigtéied one. %He's got a nice fish; I thouqht>\but
Vwﬂjfgﬁeckw the river'!s ifull of nice fishiat this time of year..fgnd
went on fishing. Meanwhile) he kept on coming still holding onto
the big fish and nearing the bankj where his wife and mine were
now standing cheering him on. I couldn't stand it any longer and
got out) ran two hundred yards down to him and saw what he was
holding on to. It was a brown, quite subdued, ready for release,
perhaps 24 to 26 inches long. Pat was quite subdued toq) so: 1
steppegﬁi?tg the water and reached down to remove the fly and saw there

one of‘my“Sfarlinq and pheasants stuck firmly in the scissors of

thils giant trout)




| y ’///i,,s 7. /wv ~blia
U

The third soft-hackled fly imitation for the Baetis is the
Hbe—

waterhedfggoa, a very popular baetis imitation throughout

Yorkshire and Scotland. It is number 8 in Pritt's list and :

= k. " ﬁ L 7 (ff*\,,v; >1JL«.~~1~_
number 2 in the list of Edmonds and Lqux ou have the-
author's THE SOFT-HACKLED FLY ADDICT at your disposaI) where you

can also find the meaning of the word) bloa.) TR

My dressing is as follows:

Hook : 16, 18) light wire.

Tying thread: Pearsall's yellow.

Body: A light dusting of muskrat fur on the well-waxed
tying thread5 tapered slightly toward the front of the fly.

Hackle: Two wraps of a smal;) pearly gray feather with
white tips from the under side the wing of a waterhen) (moorhen
or American coot)) set well back from the eye of the hook.

Tail: 5 or 6 filaments of clear, crinkly poly)cut sHart.
(Pritt's tie is the same except for the position of the hackle

and the tail. Edmonds and Lee's tie specifies mole fur for the ol

dubb1nq, which is considerably darker than the muskrat. beé%ﬁgzrwf 5)

b"‘jp f‘-. r-

other dre551nqs by different author;A mole fur i g i

J//jfgoﬁee instead of Lhé/muskratcg

Depuy's §prinq g!eek near Livingston has excellent hatches
of the Baetis and blue-winqed olive The small dark Baetis a7?f97£
-eemes~9z/early as March,#ﬂ/ disappears around the middle of May
and returns around the middle of September (in an even smaller
size))and is fishable &;%;ilway—¢ﬂ$o~December The Blue-winged

T applens
olive around the end of June and lasts until around the

11




middle of October. The hatches come and go like clockwork
because of the constancy of the temperature and chemistry
of the water. One could not find a more fitting laboraggry or

Tl s //4 45 Spyve s ;VSLQ“
testing place for new fly oatternoﬂand one could not 1nd more
kindly people than Eva DePuy) her daug ery Betty,and Bob Auqer)

Vs W CREA, {w,
the river keeperg who,gave me permission during the—last-
o

<two—years to test my new sofﬁ*hackled fly imitations on their

spring creek.

iiits fly) the Waterhen—Bloa has had a very thorough workout

TN

on Depuy's and can be fished confldently upstream in a draq~§ree
4£€H%w¢ A ko
mode and downstreaq«xn the reach/sw1nq manner to browns and

rainbows feeding on olive duns. It can also be used successfully
In a much larger size than the actual fly on the water,—wh+ch—4——
feet—ts- one of the main advantages of all of the new, soft-;,

hackled mayfly imitations.

The most memorable experience with the waterhen—bloa occured

-

W LA
)%3\October,4§:1989} when I fished Depuy S with Barry Serv1ente}

V4
owner of Anglers Art. It was very cold, with rain and snow

showing intermittingly. I was armed with gpﬁi}ﬁackle ggdqes)
some new Tricos and Waterhen»oloas in 18'§,tied not with waterhen
hackles; but with blqé—dun hen hackles from a newly purchased

Hoffman neck. (The fly should be called Hoffman hen bloa) We
A
fished at the blue:gate where by 11 or so the gaetls really
. Cnndibon wirs pidecT.
started com1n9 down Ltquas -a-—-good-day- f mme Lo Show of f

because Barry-setts a Iot of copies of my-books through-his—mail
1B Seris a i

S




order-book-company. And thaf¢s~exae£&#—what I proceeded to do We f 76*91 ok

with thel Hoffman hen *Joa No matter where I put 1t a trout w&5~ /

wmmq.‘te%akeﬂ%\_ and-I-caught-several. I was using a :

0

7X=~12 foot leader) and I beqgan to get reckless. 1In quick
succession/ I broke off 4 or § Qloas and finally ran out of the

pattern) the hatch in full swing. Now what? Run into Dan Bailey

in Livingston and tie more thaitl's what{ I felt strange sitting

there with 30 or so women all of them thinking I might be
stealing their jobsofrem—them= One of them found the materials I
needed§ and in 10 or 15 minutes I tied another 4 Hoffman an
;ﬂoas and was back on Montana 89 racing toward Depuy. I found
Barrvistill at the‘g}ue.ggte} slugging away taking a fish now and
theq) and started below him) where the new fly resumed its

outstanding performance.

Barry wrote his own version of this day's fishing in his new
cataloq} Fast:re:sined-(March} 1990 % T watched, in awe, as Syl
tested a new soft-hackle pattern on DePuy's Spring Creek near
Livinqston) MT, this past fall. Using a 3 weight rod he made a
60" cast quaterinq downstream. The backcast missed the chest-
high weeds and the fly landed three feet ahead of the trout
feeding in a backwater on the other side of the stream. After
such a presentation with a prototype fly there was no way the
trout was qoing to refuse." AwTﬂnﬁhwsﬁuckstafwwu ]E was the

/

. A A R l;,,, AA P "f T Y7 rd
fly not the drlvefj Nedyd wherne Nedud 1y o)z "

74 - o
The fourth softrhackle imitation in this chapter is called

simply blue-winged 911ve and was developed by Tedd Ward who has

13




fished the fly successfully for three seasonikTainly on the

Beaverkill. The dressing is: D

Hook : 18) 20; medium to light wire.

Tying thread: Danville olive.

Body: Barbs from grey goose quill feather.
Rib: Olive silk.

Hackle: Blue dun hen.

The grey Soosgj herl body with the olive rib looks similar
to the lightly dubbed muskrat body in the Waterhen‘Q}oa) and
providean alternative to tving the pattern. Tedd has said the
fly is/;ot only more effective on the Beaverkill, but can be
fished with less fuss than other patterns for the blue-winged

olive on the classic eastern rivers. Please see chapter /00 for
< =

more information.




Appendix

All of the new fly dressings in this book are repeated here
for quick and easy retrieval by the reader. The dressings of the

flies for eastern rivers created by Tedd Ward are also included.

MIDGE

Size: . 16 sproat; fairdly light wire.

Tying thread: Danville olive.

Body: Peacock herl tied a bit fat, beginning at a point
between the point of the hook and the barb.

Hackle: Two turns of a small gray partridge hackle.

2. MOTHER'S DAY CADDIS

18. Dai-Riki 305 or Tiemco 100 dry fly
hooks.
Tying thread: Danviile olive.

Body: Peacock Herl.

Ribis "Yellow:® silk, J(dptienal.)

Hackle: Gray or brown partridge hackle, wound then gathered

and set on top of hook.

Head: Mole fur.

3. PALE MORNING DUN

Sizes: 14, 16 Dai-Riki 305 or Tiemco 100 dry fly hooks.




Tying thread: Danville 6/0 orange.

Body: Pale, yellowy/orange dyed rabbit or similar, fine,
synthetic dubbing tapered slightly to just past the center of the
hook. Not too hairy. (Choose body color to match local duns.)

Hackle: White-with-rusty-edge hen feather.

Head: Same dubbing as for body to the eye.

Tail: Clear sparkle poly.

4. BAETIS #1

Sizes: 16, 18, Tiemco 100 or Dai-Riki 305 dry fly hooks.
Tying thread: Danville olive.
Body: Same thread built up from the tail into a thin sloping

taper. About 2//3's of the hook.

7\ Rib: Yellow silk.

Hackle: “Starlking.

Head: Danville olive.

BAETIS #2

Sizes: 16, 18, 20 Tiemco 100 or Dai-Riki 305 dry fly hooks.
Tying thread: Danville Olive.

Body: Cock pheasant and copper wire.

Hackle: Starling.

WATERHEN-BLOA (BAETIS #3)
Sizes: 16, 18 Dai-Riki 305 or Tiemco 100 dry fly hooks.

Tying thread: Pearsall's yellow.




Body: A light dusting of muskrat fur.

Hackle: Waterhen.

BWO (BAETIS #4)

Sizes: 18, 20 Dai-Riki 305 or Tiemco 100 dry fly hooks.
Tying thread: Danville olive.

Body: Grey goose.

Rib: Olive silk.

Hackle: Blue dun hen.

TRICO #1

Stze? 19 Fiemco $02Y.

Tying thread: Black or dark olive.
Body: Dark mole.

Hackle: Dirty-white hen hackle.
Head: Dark mole.

Taili iCledr, sparkle poly,. long.

TRICO #2

Sikeo 19 T1emco . 102¥,
Tying thread: Black or dark olive.
Body: Peacock herl.

fackle: Grizzly hen.

Tail: Clear, sparkle poly, long.

CALLIBAETIS




14, 15, 16, Dai-Riki 305 or' Tiemco 100 dry fly hooks.
Body: Orvis #21 dubbing.
Hackle:

Jaitl:

GREEN DRAKE

slizedie il 125" Tingiwtee, »@X" to 4x dong.

Tying thread: Danville olive.

Hackles: Two olive green dyed partridge and one cock badger
or blue dun hackle.

Body: Olive green hare's face or equivalent.

Tail: Moose mane or olive sparkle material.

RUSTY SPINNER

bl ze tgpd BT Fe 19 Tience’ 102Yy
Tving Thread: Orange.

Body: Rusty dubbing.

Ribbing: Gold wire.

Hackle: White-with-rusty-edge.
o

Head: Rusty dubbing.

FRESHWATER SHRIMP

Shizeike] 2 14 Bl 6 b1 =R i ki




Tying thread: Danville olive.
Body: Light olive dubbing.
Back: Clear plastic.

Ribbing: Gold wire.

Hackle: Olive dyed partridge.

Tail: Olive dyed partridge.

MAHOGANY DUN (Exprimental)

Size: Dai-Riki 305 or Tiemco 100 dry fly hook to match.
Body: Danville tobacco brown tying thread.

Ribbing: Pearsall's yellow.

Hackle: Medium dun hen.

Tail: Clear sparkle poly.

The following soft-hackled fly imitations were developed by
Tedd Ward for use on the Beaverkill, Delaware and other eastern
rivers. He has been using general soft hackles since the early
/0's when we first met in Yellowstone Park. This series of
patterns is a result of 6 years work. Tedd says, "anyone, novice
or master, who isn't carrying some soft hackles is missing the
boat. The mistake a lot of fishermen have made in the past is

ruling out soft hackle designs at the peak of a hatch when trout

are super selective. This new book not only provides soft hackle

imitator patterns for those occasions, but should motivate more of us

to devise our own."




DUN VARIANT (ISONYCHIA BICOLOR) NYMPH

Hook: Partridge K12ST.

Threadz “Claret.

Hackle: Quail.

Tail: 3 peacock sword barbs.

Rib: Peacock herl counterwound with black silk.

Body: Sealex #105.

DUN VARIANT EMERGER

Hook: Partridge K12ST.

Thread: Claret.

Hackle: Quail.

Tail: Black marabou tied long to imitate the trailing
shuck.

Body: Sealex #105.

Thorax: Muscrat tied heavy.

Tedd uses two patterns to imitate the Hendrickson hatcn on
the Beaverkill. He says, "The first imitates both the nymph and
the emerger and should be used before the hatch. The second
imitates the so-called stillborn and works when fish are rising,

but don't seem to care for the dun."

HENDRICKSON (EPHEMERELLA SUBVARIA) NYMPH AND EMERGER

Hook: Mustad 94833 #12.




Thread: Unithread dun colored 8/0.
Hackle: Gray partridge.
Tail: 3 or 4 lemon wood duck barbs.

Body: Mixture of 2/3 Sealex #110 and 1/3 Sealex 117.

HENDRICKSON (STILLBORN)

Hook: Mustad 94833 #12.

Thread: Unithread dun colored 8/0.

Hackle: Gray partridge.

Trailing shuck: Gray partridge reverse tied.

Body: Mixture of 2/3 Sealex #110 and 1/3 Sealex #117.

Tedd continues with the March Brown. "My experience on the
Beaverkill, has been, along with many others, that the trout work
the March Brown nymphs more often than the duns. One day in the
Wagon Tracks Pool, duns were hatching out in the still water
downstream. While watching them, I noticed trout flashing on or

near the bottom in the run in front of me, obviously feeding on

the nymph. I found a March Brown Spider soft hackle in my box

with gold dyed hare's ear and tried it. Three nice fish took the
fly while dead drifting in the surface film. Since then, the
pattern has proved successful not only as an imitation of the
March Brown nymph, but as imitations of the Gray Fox and Light

Cahill nymphs. Here is the tie."

MARCH BROWN NYMPH (STENOMEMA VICARIUM) PLUS GRAY FOX AND LIGHT
CAHILL




Hook: Mustad 94833 #10 for March Brown, #12 for Gray Fox
and #14 for Light:Cahill:

Thread: Brown Unithread 8/0.

Hackle: Gray partridge, or sometimes grouse.

Tail: 3 cock pheasant barbs.

Rib: Fine copper wire.

Body: Gold (yellow) dyed spikey hare's mask tied a little

1

heaver than usual for a soft hackle.

For the West Branch of the Delaware in late summer, Tedd

suagests the following Sulpher pattern, fished as a drowned dry

o
LY.

SULPHUR (EPHEMERELLA DOROTHEA)

Hook: Mustad 94833 #14.

Thread: Pearsall's yeilow silk.
Tail: 3 gray partridge barbs.
Bodv: Pearsall's tying thread.

Thorax: Natural kapok.




Appendix

All of the new fly dressings in this book are repeated here
for quick and easy retrieval by the reader. The dressings of the

flies for eastern rivers created by Tedd Ward are also included.

S¥L S ‘MIDGE

Size: 16 sproat;.faiply light wire.

Tying thread: Danville olive.

Body: Peacock herl tied a bit fat, beginning at a point
between the point of the hook and the barb.

Hackle: Two turns of a small gray partridge hackle.

2. MOTHER" S DAY "CADDTS

alzes’t a1 P65 18w, s Dal-Rik i 305 ‘or JTiemeq 100 dry. fily
hooks.
Tying thread: Danville olive.

Body: Peacock Herl.

Rib: VYellow silk, (optional.)

Hackle: Gray or brown partridge hackle, wound then gathered

and set on top of hook.

Head: Mole fur.

3. PALE MORNING DUN

Sizes: 14, 16 Dai-Riki 305 or Tiemco 100 dry fly hooks.




Tying thread: Danville 6/0 orange.

Body: Pale, yellowy/orange dyed rabbit or similar, fine,
synthetic dubbing tapered slightly to just past the center of the
hook. Not too hairy. (Choose body color to match local duns.)

Hackle: White-with-rusty-edge hen feather.

Head: Same dubbing as for body to the eye.

Tail: Clear sparkle poly.

4. BAETIS #1

Sizes: 16, 18, Tiemco 100 or Dai-Riki 305 dry fly hooks.

Tying thread: Danville olive.

Body: Same thread built up from the tail into a thin sloping

taper. About 2//3's of the hook.

Rib: Yellow silk.
Hackle: Starling.

Head: Danville olive.

BAETIS #2

Sizes: 16, 18, 20 Tiemco 100 or Dai-Riki 305 dry fly hooks.
Tying thread: Danville Olive.

Body: Cock pheasant and copper wire.

Hack e i6tarling.

WATERHEN-BLOA (BAETIS #3)
Sizes: 16, 18 Dai-Riki 305 or Tiemco 100 dry fly hooks.

Tying thread: Pearsall's yellow.




Body: A light dusting of muskrat fur.

Hackle: Waterhen.

BWO (BAETIS #4)

Sizes: 18, 20 Dai-Riki 305 or Tiemco 100 dry fly hooks.
Tying thread: Danville olive.

Body: Grey goose.

Rib:. Olive silk.

Hackle: Blue dun hen.

TRICO #1

Sizes: 19 44emco " 102Y%

Tying thread: Black or dark olive.
Body: Dark mole.

Hackle: Dirty-white hen hackle.
Head: Dark mole.

Tail: Clear, sparkle poly, long.

TRICO #2

Shze 98 Tiemcor 102

Tying thread: Black or dark olive.

Body: Peacock herl.

Hackle: Grizzly hen.
Tail: Clear, sparkle poly, long.

Head: Peacock herl.




CALLIBAETIS

Size: 14, 15, 16, Dai-Riki 305 or Tiemco 100 dry fly hooks.
Body: Orvis #21 dubbing.
Hackle: Grizzly hen.

Tail: Clear, sparkle poly.

GREEN DRAKE

Siges 100002, (fine winasizx Lo dx-land,

Tying thread: Danville olive.

Hackles: Two olive green dyed partridge and one cock badger
or blue dun hackle.

Body: Olive green hare's face or equivalent.

Rib: Olive silk.

Tail: Moose mane or olive sparkle material.

RUSTY SPINNER

Sizes 57 19 Tremeo s l02Y::

Tying Thread: Orange.

Body: Rusty dubbing.

Ribbing: Gold wire.
Hackle: White-with-rusty-edge.

Head: Rusty dubbing.

13: FRESHWATER SHRIMP




DEZey 12,704 baPai=Riki 070 sproat:
Tying thread: Danville olive.

Body: Light olive dubbing.

Back: Clear plastic.

Ribbing: Gold wire.

Hackle: Olive dyed partridge.

Tail: Olive dyed partridge.

MAHOGANY DUN (Exprimental)

Size: Dai-Riki 305 or Tiemco 100 dry fly hook to match.
Body: Danville tobacco brown tying thread.

Ribbing: Pearsall's yellow.

Hackle: Medium dun hen.

Tail: Clear sparkle poly.

The following soft-hackled fly imitations were developed by

Tedd Ward for use on the Beaverkill, Delaware and other eastern

rivers. He has been using general soft hackles since the early

70's when we first met in Yellowstone Park. This series of

patterns is a result of 6 years work. Tedd says, "anyone, novice

or master, who isn't carrying some soft hackles is missing the

boat. The mistake a lot of fishermen have made in the past is

ruling out soft hackle designs at the peak of a hatch when trout

are super selective. This new book not only provides soft hackle
imitator patterns for those occasions, but should motivate more of us

to devise our own."




DUN VARIANT (ISONYCHIA BICOLOR) NYMPH

Hook: Partridge K12ST.

Thread: “Claret.

Hackle: Quail.

Tail: 3 peacock sword barbs.

Rib: Peacock herl counterwound with black silk.

Body: Sealex #105.

DUN VARIANT EMERGER

Hook: Partridge K12ST.

Thread: Claret.

Hackle: Quail.

Tail: Black marabou tied long to imitate the trailing
shuck.

Body: Sealex #105.

Thorax: Muscrat tied heavy.

Tedd uses two patterns to imitate the Hendrickson hatch on

the Beaverkill. He says, "The first imitates both the nymph and

the emerger and should be used before the hatch. The second
imitates the so-called stillborn and works when fish are rising,

but don't seem to care for the dun."

HENDRICKSON (EPHEMERELLA SUBVARIA) NYMPH AND EMERGER

Hook: Mustad 94833 #12.




Thread: Unithread dun colored 8/0.
Hackle: Gray partridge.
Tail: 3 or 4 lemon wood duck barbs.

Body: Mixture of 2/3 Sealex #110 and 1/3 Sealex 117.

HENDRICKSON (STILLBORN)

Hook: Mustad 94833 #12.
Thread: Unithread dun colored 8/0.
Hackle: Gray partridge.

Trailing shuck: Gray partridge reverse tied.

Body: Mixture of 2/3 Sealex #110 and 1/3 Sealex #117.

Tedd continues with the March Brown. "My experience on the
Beaverkill, has been, along with many others, that the trout work
the March Brown nymphs more often than the duns. One day in the
Wagon Tracks Pool, duns were hatching out in the still water
downstream. While watching them, I noticed trout flashing on or
near the bottom in the run in front of me, obviously feeding on
the nymph. I found a March Brown Spider soft hackle in my box
with gold dyed hare's ear and tried it. Three nice fish took the
fly while dead drifting in the surface film. Since then, the
pattern has proved successful not only as an imitation of the
March Brown nymph, but as imitations of the Gray Fox and Light

Cahill nymphs. Here is the tie."

MARCH BROWN NYMPH (STENOMEMA VICARIUM) PLUS GRAY FOX AND LIGHT




CAHILL

Hook: Mustad 94833 #10 for March Brown, #12 for Gray Fox
and #14 for Light Cehill.

Thread: Brown Unithread 8/0.

Hackle: Gray partridge, or sometimes grouse.

Tail: 3 cock pheasant barbs.

Rib: Fine copper wire.

Body: Gold (yellow) dyed spikey hare's mask tied a little

heaver than usual for a soft hackle.

For the West Branch of the Delaware in late summer, Tedd
suggests the following Sulpher pattern, fished as & drowned dry

Tl

SULPHUR (EPHEMERELLA DOROTHEA)

Hook: Mustad 94833 #14.

Thread: Pearsall's yellow silk.
Tailsx 3 grayipartridge “Darbs.
Body: Pearsall's tying thread.

Thorax: Natural kapok.




INTRODUCTION

I have never concealed my admiration for Sylvester Nemes's
first two works, THE SOFT-HACKLED FLY and its sequel, THE SOFT-
HACKLED FLY ADDICT. They were written in clean tight prose, each
about a single, simple subject. Each illuminated its subject in
such a way that I was able to grasp it and enlist it into instant
use where it's most practical and also most fun: out on trout

streams.

I now take a high percentage of my fish, season after

season, on soft-hackied wet flies.

Since meeting and fishing with Sylvester, I've

similar admiration for the man--with some envy added. He's

energetic, enthusiastic about his favorite subject, has a quick

sense of humor. He's also retired now and living in Montana. He
casts his soft-hackled flies on some of the most beautiful and
productive trout streams on earth. His opportunities for
education, in a school where the instructors scold with cold;

disdainful noses, are limitless.

My fishing partners and I have encountered many difficuit
situations in recent years, over trout selective to specifi
insects, and solved them with soft-hackled fly patterns. The
brawling Deschutes has gentle backeddies where areat dark forms

arise to sip distressed mayflies from the foam. A soft-hackle

asnh in the film is about the only thing that fools them. The




gentle Bighorn has extensive slick-topped flats where browns set
up rise rhythms and accept only the occasional natural out of
parades of them floating by. Again, a greased soft-hackle is at

times the only fly that will coax them into making a mistake.

I have long hoped that Sylvester would write a book about
these situtations: fishing soft-hackles when hatches are
happening and trout are selective. But he needed lots of time
for research; such a book could arise only out of his retirement

to Montana.

Now, we've got it.

Like Sylvester's earlier works, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS
takes a single subject--fishing hatches with soft-hackles--and
shines clear, instructive prose on it. It doesn't cover all of
the hatches; no book could. But it covers those most of us will

encounter in a season astream.

This new book can be seen in one light as a treatise on the
most important hatches; how to match them with soft-hackles, how
to fish those flies and take trout in this new way. It's an

important book in that respect alone. But it can also be seen as

a method: as a departure point for learning to recognize your

own hatches, and learning to construct your own soft-hackled

magic to match them.




You'll learn from this beautiful creation of Syl's. You'll

also enjoy it.

Dave Hughes

Astoria, OR, 1990.
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SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS
By Sylvester Nemes
PREFACE

With this book, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS, 1 have come

ol 0] %
full circle during my long romancej/and literary involvement with the

soft-hackled £ly. The circle began with the publication of THE
SOFT-HACKLED FLY in 1975. It re-introduced American fly fishers
to a simple, wingless and tailless, two;part wet fly; the body of
silk, dubbing or herl and the hackle from game birds such as
partridge, grouse or snipe and other birds such as starling and,
the English bird, Jackdaw. There were only 14 patterns in the
first book (I recall one publisher's refusal, "We can% publish a
whole book on just one kind of Fly. ") and only one simple way to
Fish th@#lzzacross and down. The book's message was;}rout are
simple, wild creatures)notGE;;Z}TBEEEEQE:E;T%Be brain power most
match-the-hatch advocates éli&ée.to them. The message continued:
trout would take a sparsely dressed artifical below the surface

even when it was 'dragging' in front of them.

In the first book, softi%ackles were s hunch' flies!  Ohe
started out with his favorite colorxigrange, yellow or greeem)and
switched to another if the first didn't produce. The elimination
procegg ;;éﬁ~%é;tg; by fishing ; g;opper a fly of a different

color or material or size in order to arrive quicker at the

taking pattern. It was also suggested that one should fish a
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/ Tt
softlhackle inAsize and color which—eame closest to the fly or

flies being taken by trout or seen on the water. This was a

simple and elementary approach to fly fishing,reserved by many

AL /Tt ;
experienced anglers for their wives, sweethearts and young sens

There was very little science. It was too easy. And for many / ﬁlﬂCQ, /@u,@wqgi

a@vaneedwanglrﬁQMDYECTSTUnf)1t wasn't enough. .:ji,WJf A ¢ yﬁ‘

hat
e

The middle book of what i§ now a trilogy was THE SOFT-
ol [

HACKLED FLY ADDICT,Apublished by=ma—in 1981, in Chicago. In the
six=-year interim from the first book, I obtained some original
Yorkshire soft-hackled flies and was amazed at their skimpiness.
Where I was still tying my bodies with floss, these were tied
merely with the tying silk. Also, late in the interim, I finally
found and purchased NORTH COUNTRY FLIES by T. E. Pritt and BROOK
AND RIVER TROUTING by Edmonds and Lee, considered by angling
historians to be milestones in the literature of soft hackles.
And I agreed. The books were eye-openers. The colored fly
plates in both books showed soft-hackled flies that were far more
sparse and imitative of trout insects than any I had tied and
used. There were also many more patterns. And the attempt was
made, particularly in BROOK AND RIVER TROUTING, to key patterns

to actual trout insects, or, at least in many cases, to the

broader insect orders.

[ was very happy to have these two books. They were helping
77 e plv (
my apprec1at10n and knowledge of the soft-hackled

fly. I desired that readers interested in this fly should grow




with me, so I included all of the plates and patterns of NORTH-
COUNTRY FLIES and all of the patterns and a color plate of BROOK
AND RIVER TROUTING in the new book. The ADDICT was far more
advanced than the first book. The reader needed some knowledge
of entomology, and he needed to understand the differégég’between
across-and-down casting with drag-and upstream casting without

it. The book certainly could not be recommended for beginners.

(1%7s5) ;
1977, : \
y 1‘ l‘;) ] Plogotrgh ,‘ .' ~ e ity Py ‘/ et f(/'{f/

¢ AT

ngképeﬂeuand«twq(were thought of and written when I was

living near or in Chicago. I was a typical non-resident angler,
fishing several weekends a year in Michigan and Wisconsin and
perhaps one or two weeks annually in Montana and Yellowstone
Park. I feel the nature of the first two books did not require
any more experience or special skills than that. Like Arnold
Gingrich, I was fishing more in libraries than on rivers. And
the most beautiful place for me to 'fish' during that time was
the Newberry Library in Chicago, where along with the world's
largest collection of manuscripts and memorabilia of Herman
Melville, there was also a pretty good collection of fly fishing
literature which included such things as YORKSHIRE TROUT FLIES,
rare predecessor NORTH-COUNTRY FLIES, (the only copy I have ever

seen,) and books by Jackson, Theakston, Ronalds, Walbran and many

others pertaining to the soft-hackled fly.

In 1984, I was able, finally, to reverse that trend by
moving in retirement to Bozeman, Montana, where I could, indeed,
fish more in rivers than in libraries. (I was a 'resident!'

fisherman for the first time in my life.) I had already begun to
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experiment with softjhackles which were designed as specific
imitations of certain trout flies: a large, olive-green dyed
partridge fly for the Green Drake; a white silk-bodied fly with
a light grey partridge hackle and peacock herl head for emerging
EPEORUS on the lower Madison; a small starling and pheasant tail
body fly for BAETIS on the Henry's Fork; and several partridge
flies with varying colored silk bodies for CADDIS on the
Yellowstone, Gallatin and the Madison. With more time on the

rivers and spring creeks, I was now seeing hatches of insects,, 5

%fbarticularly small may flie%rwhich, quite frgﬂg}y, were not

covered by existing soft;hackled fly designs. ' nad also read
somewhere that experienced anglers were not using soft-hackled

flies and that the use of softrgackles was not grow1ng because my

j f »/'f op Mmuct QR L
two books rﬁstrac*ed %hem temf1§h softt thackles, downstream on a

e, disclosnas
tight line only.” These twe—eceurences started me thinking about

e wx s
a series of new, soft-hackled flies whigh—were intended to imitate

more closely, individual species of trout insects) anéﬂzﬁich were/\
intended to be fished more like nymphs or dry flies, uﬁ in a? # i
traditional dry fly mode or do;nf{ﬁmghe modern "reach" cast mode
now practiced by gﬂlérge »»»»» ﬁe*centage of dry fly fishermen. The

.;,g; I:

result of that work, begun in March, 1987, is this book, the eggi

—

of the trilogy, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATION%Q most certainly, the

most advanced and demanding book 4n—4%1ﬁ6 Tie #Q{AQ,

Obviously, this kind of book could never have been written
by anyone living in Chicago, Detroit or Clevelandgm Unless he had

unlimited time, money,and his own jet. One wonders how Richards




and Swisher researched and published their great book, SELECTIVE

TROUT. Swisher had plastic to sell and Richards had crowns to

make and cavities to fill. (They did have the Rdﬁ@} River nearik7
roducedd

by5 however, which prouvi many of the hatches featured in their

book.) And think also about CADDISFLIES, by Gary LaFontaine.
a yivrtuel
Five years to make with dr—apparent army of experimenters trying
this pattern and that and poor Gary, actually diving into the
depths of cold trout streams to witness, first~hand, the
transformation of the caddis pupa into the caddis fly.
/ ‘, ¢ A ;Lu
ot Leit | bl fl fd/twf\c:( &é&uw{’f 7 ok culasm s Wweons, oppehuh, pd
Hm-not—tooking—fer—pity. I did-have the rivers

b i’-%ﬂ )

(probably the finest collection in the world for this kind of

research), the time,and the desire to do the work, and hopefully
"( (’ ;4‘ ~':’ ( »"3177 & "'f”‘ ’»”'i,l\“' ¢

enough talent and experience to make the book successful

Besides, one can't really call this "work."

Work on the new flies was conducted empérically. I was
guided by practical experience, not theory. I took each fly as
it came in the season (seasons), chased it from one river or
spring creek to another)offer%é% the feeding trout my new

concoctions until they worked,,(Qr didn' t‘ send4ng me back

frequently to the tying table(?fzach soft-hackled fly

imitation is based on the general appearance of the insect it
tries to suggest. For example, the Trico imitation is based on a
smallyblack insect with dirty white wings; the Baetis imitation
Is patterned after a medium-sized, dark-bodied fly with dominant,
grey wings; and the Green Drake resembles a large, dark green

insect with a long tail and big wings. Not all the patterns are
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new. Some are gld” soft-hackled pattern§ﬂrwh+ehcﬁfﬂ—new+y—
)Woaf//s red/
LdesTqrated

to imitate a certain species. The imitations are
sexless. Live insects were captured in a small dip net and
studied cursorily with a low;power magnifying glass. There is
only one artificial per insect. I was not able to come up with

0«/
the nymph, emerger,/Fpinner of a given bug, nor did I want to.

Fhere are | filleseindthis book.is They cannot be icalledidry
flles, nor wet flies. They are fished half-in and half-out of
Semd—Subwargedl
the ua%ef“ sometlmes visible on the sfriace.‘or,in the film.
Like jhe’{}aditional.usewe$§ﬁry flies, they are meant to be
Tished during "sight" fishing conditionsg /That is, when the
A
angler can see trout feeding and when he can see (or know by the

ar
season or conditions) what the trout‘}é‘feeding on.

Many of the new flies make use of traditional soft-hackle
materials; furs (real and synthetic), herls, silks and feathers
from game and pest birds. One major, new wrinkle is the use of
small, hen hackles, which are and always have been 'soft-hackles'
and which, I feel, have thus far been ignored in the designs of
imitative type fllegj\dry‘g?iWet There still are no wings on
any of the new fly patterns. The hackle is used to represent
both the wings and the legs of the natural, keeping the new flies
as simple and easy to tig as any soft-hackle. Almost all of the

./U

made from sparkle poly materials)
j v

;{%n appendage m1551ng fromﬂthe tradilonal sofﬁfhackleéf

mayfly patterns now ﬁave talls

b I {
Mot vl 7%
St “A




Soon after I started working on these flies, it occurred to
A Y, 4

me that some of my fellow anglers couldfhelp out in th€ testing

vgf them. In fact, when some of them found out what I was trying
to do, they insisted they be permitted to join me; either with me
or by themselves on different rivers. I must have tied more

than a thousand flies which I handed out gladly to anyone willing
to give them a try;:evenigérfect strangers having a tough time
during a good hatch on various rivers. The testers reported to

el Tloee
me by notes, by telephone or in person, JFhese—tast encounters

g0
j;;é?the most exciting,particularly when the experimenter had a
fabulous day fishing g}ﬁéw patterns. I could never write down
what they were saying fast enough, and the subsequent, slower
repeat always ;geméi pahitw comparison. Some persons never
responded at al}ﬁbut they did have my flies which I assumed they
used at one time or another. A large body of testers is
important to any research program, but more important than sheer
numbers is the fact that the flies worked for them on different
water and under different conditions of time and weather, and
using different technics, equipment, lines and leaders. (Changing a

leader made a great deal of difference in the testing of one of

the new imitations on the Big Horn.)

So, I wish to thank the following people ( in alphabetical
order) for whatever assistance they provided in the research of
the new flies for this book. Jim Adams, Bob Auger, Frank Bell,

Dennis Bitton, Judith Bowman, Larry Bradshaw, David Brameld, Neil




Brown, Paul Brown, Ron Brown, Caesar Carnaghi, Mike Caswell,
Calvin Chin, Sandy Colvard, Victor Colvard, Tom Clark, Tom
Conway, Lynn Corson, Jim Criner, Pat Daly, Dom DeMeola, Earl
Dorsey, Vivian Dorsey, Buddy Drake, Buddy Faught, Dave Freeman,
Eric Gustafson, Dave Hall, Tom Hargrove, Hale Harris, Hugh
Hasselman, Hisatsugu Haneda, Steve Hilbers, Dave Hughes, Gary

Kaplan, Naoki Kawamura, Lisa Keckeissen, Dave Kumlien, Mike Lan

gford, Wayne Luallen, Grahame E. Maisey, Frané\Mattarelli, Sheri

Merica, Maggie Merriman, Herb Meyr, Larry Miller, Tom Morgan,

Diane Orr, Datus Proper, Victor Ramon, Bob Roberts, George

Roberts, Tom Roberts, Jack Sayers, Ron Schockley, Dave Schultz,

Barry Serviente, Drew Spanogle, Dale Spartas, Keith Stonebreaker,

Ed Story, Eric Swedman, Lee Trapp, Tom Travis, Dan Tubbs, Jo Anne Tubbs,
Charlie Vanerka, Doug Vanerka, Tedd Ward, Jack Weiss, Tom Widmar,

Dean Yannias, and Tom Young. I'm sure I've forgotten someone,

and if I have, please accept my apology.

Research for the new flies was conducted on the following
rivers and streams: The Yellowstone River (in Montana and
Yellowstone National Park.) The Gallatin River (in Montana and
Yellowstone National Park.) The Madison River (in Montana and
Yellowstone National Park.) The Missouri River, The Big Horn
River, the Big Hole River, The Firehole River. The East
Gallatin River, The Henry's Fork and Fall River in Idaho and
Nelson and DePuy's spring creeks and other private spring creeks
near Bozeman and Belgrade, Montana. I want to give a special

thanks to Eva DePuy for permission to test my new patterns on the




lovely spring creek near Livingston which bears her name,

and Bob Auger, river keeper at DePuy's, for his help

and assistance in researching some of the new flies. I also want
to thank Stan, Tom and Grace Milesnick for giving me access to

their ranch and spring creek.

One thing remains before getting into the patterns. And

that is to try to justify the appearance of yet another book on
Nt /ygﬂ/ /, +o Fr et
fly fishingsgzﬁzé perhaps, even werse...yet another book on soft-
W

As.

hackled flies. I mewer started writing THE SOFT HACKLED FLY, the
/ bhe & e 71/ o %0 v J s P y (I VYA
flrst book, tblnkhng I would write a second and then a third.

' €zt
/ ’/W e (Fhat—was—a—development that came out of itself and out of dz‘p&ﬁ
pLonory
//6ersona1\th' ‘Nﬂwhlch have nothing to do with fly fishing, but

i\ which pre the person...the fly fisher...closer or further from
r", A - m,//fM/'\-\

~the magnetism of fly fishi ng b

‘[; Uee CJQ»‘—! //"'.M
Blith SOFT;ﬁACKLED EIETMEIATRIONS S has freedﬁme from the

A
dictums, confines and cultism of dry fly fishing. Now, I can

A
live and fish without absolutely stiff, lip-piercing dry fly

ho LQMQV‘

hackles on my imitations. I dert&‘have to worry apy—mere about

r1Scoc ke &
drag,,wings eocking, flies floating, false casting, floatants,
size and the ephemeral stages, emerger, dun, or spinner. I can
concentrate more on the fun of fly fishing, the end...not the
mechanics...not the means...which was the promise of the first

pre mge ek

book on soft hackles and is the maJqupromise of this book,

60,

_é ¢
9




During the nearly three years of "working" on this book, I

1 it . :
have uncovered some very interesting phenomenem which will remain

§/erfi,¢.l ]EﬂCT
some

so because IAcan't explain why they occurred. They do %Bpﬂ(

distinct advantagé;over traditional dry fly fishing and they

dlfer

T The use ofsldarger, artificiqlialics (up to two sizes larger than the

insect represented).

2. Even though the reader is instructed to fish many of the
flies in a drag-free mode, drag is not detrimental to the
)
performance of the artificial. IQered, at times, drag seems to

reverse the situation and 'turn on' a recalcitrant fish.

3. Surer, deeper hooking with a soft-hackled fly imitation.
N
4. The choice of observing the take at the point of the

artificial or at the point of a strike indicater or line.

Eastern fly fishers may claim that the research in this book
is too one-sided, that it ignores the singular hatches of the
Catskills and other eastern fly fishing areas. Fortunately, I
have a friend who has fished soft hackles for a very long time
and who lives most of the year not very far from streams of the
Catskills. Using traditional materials andf?géﬁs of experience

fishing general soft hackles,\ZTedd Ward has worked out

four soft-hackled fly imitations for use on Eastern waters, which




Chapter 1: Syl's Midge

Drag, for instance, wpich Is supposed to be so terrible on an
upstream cast with a dry fly, sometimes seems to serve as an
added attraction to a midge that's floating on or in the surface
film. When you see your fly starting to drag, give it an
occasional six-inch twitch and you're more likely than not to

produce an answering explosion.
THE WELL-TEMPERED ANGLER, by Arnold Gingrich. 1965
Chapter 2: Mother's Day Caddis

Adult caddis look nothing at all like ninety-nine percent of our

dry flies because the latter are patterned after mayflies.

FLY-FISHING HERESIES, by Leonard M. Wright, Jr. 1975

Chapter 3: SH Pale Mornihg Dun

This popular name was given to this species by Doug Swisher and
Carl Richards in their fine book, SELECTIVE TROUT, and it is such
an appropriate description that I wish I had thought ot it

myself.

NYMPHS, by Ernest Schweibert. 1973

Chapter 4: SH Baetis




The tallest tale in fly-fishing is, as it should be, not about a

fish but about a fly. Its name is the green drake. It is said

to exist as an insect in nature, and so it does in the telling.

The question, inescapable but never resolved is whether the green

drake is an imaginary being.

QUILL GORDON, By John McDonald. 1972

Chapter 8: SH Spinner

very possible to fish a spinnner fall successfully without

getting a look at the bug you're imitating so carefully.

DEATH, AND FLY-FISHING, By John Gierach, 1990

Chapter 9: SH Shrimp

...indeed, the shrimp is a pest of the watercress growers, not
because it does much harm, since it only eats the decaying
leaves, but because people do not like to find shrimps in their

CRESS it

THOUGHTS ON ANGLING, By J. C. Mottram, ND




Because of their small size, Baetis are often overlooked by
fishermen. Fish seldom make the same mistake. Many writers have
noted that trout prefer to eat certain insects. When a hatch of
tiny Baetis occurs simultaneously with that of a larger insect,

trout may ignore the bigger meal and become selective to the

Baetis.

WESTERN HATCHES, By Rick Hafele and Dave Hughes. 1981

Chapter 5: SH Trico

Tricorythodes activity is not for the occasional angler who

ventures forth to the Stream, indifferent, with a "bakers dozen"

of assorted traditional patterns.

HATCHES 1I, By Al Caucci & Bob Nastasi. 1986, 1975

Chapter 6: SH Callibaetis

And, after all, a fly that is flush with the water is perilously

close to the edge of wet.

MINOR TACTICS OF THE CHALK STREAM. BY. GULEL Mo Skifeis, 1914,
1910

Chapter 7: SH Green Drake




SYLVESTER NEMES
PO BOX 3782
BOZEMAN, MT 5977

November 1, 1990

Dear Dean:
Here are the chapter quotes which I called you about.

I think they will be interesting, even though they took
about three days.

If you have Hills' HISTORY OF TROUT FIHSING WITH A FLY,
YOu can see what I have in mind.

Thanks again. We had a pretty good snow today, so
there may be no more trips to the park.

Sincerely,

=

Syl




CONTENTS

Introduction by Dave Hughes 1
Preface by the author 3

Chapter I: Syl's Midge 11

Chapter II: Mother's Day Caddis 21
Chapter III: Pale Morning Dun 29
Chapter IV: Baetis 35

Chapter V: Trico 47

Chapter VI: Callibaetis 63

Chapter VII: The Green Drake 67
Chapter VIII: The Rusty Spinner 79

Chapter IX: The Freshwater Shrimp 89

Chapter X: Creating Your Own Soft-Hackled Fly Solutions 93

Appendix 101
Bibliography 107
Index 111




Adams 53
Auger, Bob 8, 44

Baet1s/'by76, 35437854 86
Bailey, Dan 19, 44

Bailey, John 19

Bell, ‘Frank 333 .86

Bighole River 9

Bighorn River 8, 9, 11, 16-18, 29, 38, 39, 40
Bitterrroot River 76, 77
Blue-Winged Olive 36-38, 43, 45
Bohen, Brad 39

Bowman, Judith 75
Brachicentridae 22

Brown Drake 9, 73

Brown, Paul 40, 41, 52

Catldis by 21," 23 25,1 30, 408

Callibaetis 63-66

Caswell, Mike 57
Catenary Curve 52
Chironomids 12, 14
Clarke, Graham L. C. 32
Clarke, Tom 16

Colvard, Victor 18




Criner; Jimil6, 17

Daly, Pat, 42

Dark Olive Quill 35

De Puy Eva 8, 44

De Puy Spring Creek, 8, 9, 34, 44, 45, 90, 91, 92
Deschutes River 2

Detached Olive 35

Dorsey, Earl 49, 50, 52, 54, 58

Drake, Buddy 15, 22, 23

East Gallatin River S
Epeorus 5

Ephemerella 33, 36

Fall River 9
Flavilinea 73
Franklin's gulls 71-73

Freshwater Shrimp 89-92

Gallatin River 5, 9, 85
Gammaridae 90

Gammarus 89

GlanrhGE 824 198

Goofus Bug 99
Green Drake 5, 6 40, 67-73, 75-77
Green River Scud 92

Griffith, George 12




Griffith's Gnat 11, 16

Hale, Harris 38

Hall, Dave 33, 71, 72, 84

Hasselman, Hugh 26

Hebert, Ted 31, 94

Hen Spinner 82

Henry's: Fork River &, 26729530, .33, .80 242 6771 473, %6:. 84
90

Hilbers, Steve 38

Hughes, Dave 8, 93

India-Rubber 0Olive 35

Inermis 33

Infrequens 33
Iron Blue Dun 35

Iron Blue Nymph 21

July Dun 82

Keckeissen, Lisa 84
Kelly, George 16
Keough, William, Jr. 94, 95

Kumlien, Dave 25

Lair, Jesse 54-56
Lilly, Bud 16




Madison River 13, 25526..738,°40,:42.:6h. 85
Mahogany Dun 96-98

March Brown 35, 91

March Brown Spider 23
Matawan River 26

Melville, Herman 5

Metz, Buck 94

Milesnick, Joyce 8
Milesnick, Stan 8

Milesnick, Tom 8

Miller, Alfred 5

Missouri River 9, 65, 68, 86

Mother's Day Caddis 21-27, 34, 85

Myer, Herb 29-33, 84

Nelson Spring Creek 9
Nemes, Hazel 22
Newberry Library 5

No-Wing Spinner 82

Orange Quill 37, 38

Pale Morning Dun 29-34, 40, 69, 83, 84
Pale Olive Dun 35
Pale Olive Quill 35

Partridge and Green 23




Partridge and Orange 30, 99
Partridge and Yellow 99

Paraleptophlebia 96

Pheasant fail 234 40, ¢32,: 85,86

Quigley, Ed 74

Reach Cast 6, 61

Richards, Carl 29

Romans, Phil 76

Rough olive 35

Rusty Spinner 79, 82, 83, 85, 86

Sawyer's Nymph 41, 41
Schultz, Dave 69

Scud 895 90
Serviente, Barry 44
Shaffer, Dan 53, 54
Sherry Spinner 81
Small Western Green Drake 73
Smith, Betty 44
Smith, Brad 69
Sparkle Dun 30
Speckled Dun 63

Starling and Olive 38, 39

Starling and Pheasant 40, 42
Stranahan, Chuck 76

Swisher, Doug 29




Syl's Midge 11-13, 15-18, 34, 48

Test River 36
Trico 6, 44-58, 74
Tricorythodes 47, 48

Tricorythodes Stygiatus

Vanerka, Doug 86

Veniard 31

Walle, Dick 57

Ward,wTedd 10, 29, 45, 88¢ 101,+405, 106
Waterhen-Bloa 43-45

Weiss, Jack 18

Yellowstone Park 5, 42
Yellowstone River (8ls9 113, (21 2. 76 (w8 20 565 .99




Prdicdyr v - 2o
[

" &
rd




