with the other to spring them out. Go around one and one half times,

or twice, but make sure the pliers are in a down position when you finish.
Figure J) Pull the pliers and the remainder of the hackle towards the
back aad wind the tying thread back through the hackle making sure to

catch the stem hanging in the pliers. (Figure K) Now wind the thread
forward and let it hang on its bobbin, Reach in under the hook with the
scissors and cut off the hackle stem. (Figure L)

Step 6. Finishing the head. The best finish for any kind of

fly tying is the whip finish. Professionals use it and so do advanced

amateurs. It is neat, fast and fool proof, and doesnt require head
cement. It is difficult to explain and just as hard to show in art work
or photos., If you will place your fingers in the same positions as in
the photos, chances are you will learn it. Pick up the thread in your
left hand about 8 inches from the hook and lift the thread so it is on the
same plane as the fise, (Figsre M) Keep the thread taut in your left
hand throughout the remaining steps. Place the two first fingers of
your right hand in back of and over the thread, with the palm down.
(Figure N) Now twist the two fingers forward, spreading them apart
slightly. You should have turned your hand over so now the palm is up.
Now you have hal a knot between your right hand and your left. Pull

on your left hand and follow the tension until the half know is pulled
against the head of the hook, but keeping the right hand two fingers spread

apart, (Figure®) The thread in your right hand should be laying across




the middle of the first joint of your forefinger and right in the crease of
the first joint of your forefinger and right in the crease of the first joint
of your second finger, and they will be behind the hook. (Figure P) Move
the secoud finger up under the first one, keeping the thread tight over
the middle of the first joint and wind the thread around the back side of
the hook. As you do this, you will feel the tension shift from your
forefinger to the second finger. (Figure Q) Come around until your

fingers are in the same position as when you first twisted them over. Before

you go around the second time, pull the second finger back away from

the forefinger so vou will feel the thread again right in the crease of

the first joint. Go around three or four more times in the same manner
and stop at the top of the last turn. Your fingers will again be behind
the hook. Place the third finger of your right hand against the thread
on the back side of the hook, (Figure R) Pull the thread with your left
hand and you will feel the knot tighten around your first two fingers.
Tilt the two fingers toward you, taking pressure off the second finger.
Pull it back out of the knot and catch the loop in your thumb and forefinger.
Continue to pull the thread with your left hand and guide the loop
downward toward the tip of the head, keeping the third finger aginst

e knot on the back, (Figure 5) Now cut the thread elose up under the
head.

I must confess that I tied flies for many years using balf hitches




to finish and that is wasn't so long ago that Les Reinke of Abercrombie
Fitch in Chicago taught me the whip finish in the back room of the angling
department in that store,

The foregoing steps are for any of the floss and hackle flies
in the book or any others you might like to try. You might experiment with

short, soft hackles you might be able to obtain from other birds in your area
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such as bob white or quaﬁ?lf waterfowl and pheasants although most of the

hackles on these birds are too large for these flies. The Tups Indispensible
and other flies with fur thorax call for the extra step of spinning the fur
on the tying thread and winding it in before y ou wind on the hackle.

There are many ways to spin fur on thread, but the easiest, I
think, is to do it right on the tying thread hanging on its bobbin. This
would be at the end of step two, after you have wound the floss just two
thrids of the way up the shank., You will need liguid wax and the hare's
face,

Coat two inches of the thread with liquid wax by dipping a bodkin
into the wax and applying it to the thread. Cut some fur from the hare's face
using the scissor blades flat, (Figure T) Lift the scissors with the
fur on the blades and dump the fur on yomr thigh or on the fly tying table.
(Figure U) The fur should be about 1/8 of an inch across and about 3/4 of
an inche long. Gingerly, lift the fur with your thumb and forefing and
place it right agins the waxed tying thread, It will stick there. (Figure V)
Now with your thumb and forefinger pinch the fur and tying thread
together and roll them between your fingers. (Figure W) Wind the thread

and fur around the hook towards the fron
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Chgpter VIII

The soft hacklkel flies are filkhed best in the kind of water most
fly fishermen like best. It is the kind of water whiielsdifficient current speed
to move the line rapdily down stream. It is the kind of water which will
quickly whisk away a loose lfy should it accidently fall into the river
from your fly bos. Damn, you say, you can't reach it fast enough that
the current hasn't already go it. The water speed is not that great, however,
that wading downstream is difficult, Wading should be fairly easywwith
sufficient pressure nudging you all the time and making it seem natural
to be going that way instead of the other.

The right river for the soft hackled fly will be more rough surfaced
than smooth or glass like. This means, of course, the water is running
over rocks and stones, sunken trees or stumps and weed beds, It helps,
too, if here and there you can see a larger outcropping either above or just
below the surface,

The rough textured surface also means that where the fly is,
the depth is not too great. I would not advertise the fly in more than four

Wy

feet of water, the shallower the better, because the fly rarely 5 nkﬁ‘/ ) vv" L

more than three or four inches, /’ZZ /WL(D {/ § LUl

?Ayﬂmtive water for the soft hackie fly is fairly straight and é 4’4’1’ ] o
riffly, with long, gentle bends and flat, wiﬁz little variance in depth from
one side to the other. To the non-fisher, this kind of water looks too
shallow. *“There wouldn't bee any fish in there”, they say. I find much

of this kind of water ignored also by the average fly fisherman, who




seems to prefer deeper pools,gthe shallow water on their side and the
deeper water on the other. Wading ie relatively easy in this kind of
situation and it is true that the fish tend to *hole up" in this kind of
water, But so do the fishermen,

There are two such similar and beautiful pools or runs on the
Madison, just inside the west entrance to the Park, called Barn Hole No. 1
and Barn Hole No. 2. They are very popular, because they are easily fished
and they are close to West Yellowstone, Frequently, each pool might
be oceupied by two, three or four fishermen. However, there is a very,
fast, choppy riffle just aboe No. 1 which nobody hardly ever fishes,
There is a cable across this water on which Park rangers cross the river
in some sort of spring releases or gravity driven chafr. jstart in above that
cable and work down. The water here is very strong, and one can't wade
it much over the knees, There is no time for mending, but you really

don't need it. The water is quite broken up by medium sized boulders

and i&”sarprising? bow many big fish lay there.
¢

On this stretch, I seldom fail to take a fish up to 15 inches
with one of the soft hackles, preferably a Tups or one of the other thorax
patterns, and I have missed rises inthere that really jar me.

One such fish, in October, 1973, I believe to have been in the
7 or 8 poudd class, and in October when big browns and rainbow migrate
up the Madison from Hebgen Lake, fish of that size can be found in this
river. I was below the cable using the size twelve pheasant tail. I had
worked the stretch down without any interest from a fish, when I had

a powerful nip at the fly, but no real take, Whenver this happens, it is wise




A happening like this raises interesting questions about what fish,

particularly big fish, will eat or what they can see. Why will they

attack such an ;obviously small insect or artificial when it would

take several hundred of them to make even a small appetizer"?

How much energy must they spend to rise or move to one side

or the other after the ting prey? Is there so much protein,

nutrients and calories in a small insect that mrxx just one

or a couple will sastain a large fish for a long period of time?2

How to they see such tiny artificials or real insects zipp9ng by

them at high speed in broken water ?

A. H. E. Wood said there was very little a salmon didn't see.

We can assume the trout sees just as much., Even without answers

to these questions, we j;can marvel at what remarkable creatures
Perhaps

trout really are., The nwpetexyx inability to "know all' about them

and the mystery that remains are what makes their pursuit so

Hekightindxx fascinating and delightful.




not to move another step and not ¢ change the casting length of the
line. You may have put the fish down with the pricking or touching of the
fly, but the second chance at 2n eager fish is worth the cast. My second
cast was identical. The big fish came again and this time was hooked
firmly. As with many steelhead I have caught on the fly, the big fish
started diagonally down stream pulling line off the reel at incredible
speed. My God! This Can't be! Not on a size 12 soft hackle., But it was
all over {n a flash, I reeled up looking anxiously for the broken line, leader
or fly. Ihad the line...I had the leader and I had the fly. I was puzzled
until I checked the fly; the very tip of the barb was gone, broken like
a spider's single web by that big fish.

A happening like this raises interesting questions about what
fish, particularly big fish, will eaﬁfwr what they can see. Wiy will they
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attack such an obviously smail pitce-eb hen it would take several
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hundred of them ?;a l&ﬂk& n g small app»tizera How do thay see such tiney
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artiﬁcials r real insects zipping by em in borken watL Al 14 E, Wood said

there was very little a salmon didn't see. And I'm not implying that :zig lw, [

fish have lost their sight; as older humans lose tbetr*
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No 1. Barn Hole is just below the fast riffly strech I have been
talking about. It is ideal for the soft hackle, but better for it during the

months of September and Cetober. On the evening of the same day I was broken
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by the big fish, I x,}undes;;:; and released two browns and a rainbow, between

(W“:’.

18 and 20 inches, {iuTagﬁféﬁ minutes of the finest and most exciting fishing

I ever had in my aﬁw. It all happpended from 8:45 until 7:30. After releasing
the first fish, the partridge and green soft hackle resembled hardly anything
at all. It was then too dark to change. After the second fish, the floss was
torn to shreds with just a couple of barbules of the partridge hackle still
hanging on. After the third fish, the hook was practically bare, yet I think
I could have taken another had not total darkness and nighttime cold settled
on the river.

Most fishermen on the Barnhole No. 1, never fish enough of it.
They start in at the the top, wade down a hu | feet or so and stop where
the pool levels off into a 300 foot long broad shallow tail. Three years ago,
I got my first 18 inch brown on the Madison with a2 soft backle in that tail,
barely over a foot deep, with half a dozen fishermen in and out of the water
above watching in amazement.

The kind of water least suitable for the soft hackle is the multi-
bend river with its deep, black pools, short, abrupt tails and fast
lips. Pocket water like the Roaring Forks, at Aspen, even though it carries
a large stock of trout, is not entirely conduscive to the soft hackle. Yet,
the sister river to the Roaring Fork, the Frying Pan River, yields very w
to the soft hackles. Similarly, the East River of the Gunnison responds to the
soft hackle, but its more tumultuous, pockety, to wade cousing, Taylor
Fork, givues up its trout reluctantly, to the soft feathered fly.

Many borad riffly stretches of the madison, in the Park and out
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