
Ewa thoofli the Flreholc ia good to me and my soft haddei, 

it is  not so good to other ftshermen I have met on II who wer« «sing 

eitber dry flie s, western Streamers er other M»d» ot wat flies or 

nymphs. Maay fishermett I have talked with seid they had very fe

fish.

The productive water I'm  apaahtng of is pretty mach overloofcsd. 

it runs right alacg ths mala road to Old Fattotal, and if you're not 

too tar in the water, you will h m  to watoh your hack säst eise you 

might catch a tourist's car.

Oas minor acoompllshmeat of fl» soft hackleo fly oocured 

here 4 years ago, riaring toe early pari of Getebsr. I was winding up 

a  phänomenal day's flshtog. I hooked «ad released s t least 40 troat, moetly 

raiabow, on tos oraago$aad partridge and tos yellow «to pertrldge. The 

rlses talsssd mtmbered tato tos 80's. I was m tsd sad It was gsttft* 

d ir , trat I was still going.

Chack Fotherglil, drove by in his VW iras «to pallad ovar 

to tos sida to ssehow 1 was doing. Ws had met a coopie of ysara 

«srlterdntoe Madtaoa in toe Park, «to toen later at his fly tackle shop 

to Aspea. He totrodaesd ms to his beloved Rcartag Fmk «to ibevad me 

facw he tahas 30 or 40 troat por dsy, fishi&g npstraam wito weighted 

nymphs and weighted leader. Our stylea were a t complete opposltos.

Hs was on tos bottom, I was am toe top. Hs «Md lsad. X| aato eotoing 

hat tos bars fly. Hs fishsd upstream. X flshed down.
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Sticking to my own style and fly» be could outlish me 10 to 

I on the Roaring Fork, and I was amasad and a little stunned by 

bis ability. He once »aid he never saw any one fish the nymph downstream 

with a sick line and without any weight as I did. And I think the soft 

hackles were new to him.

When be «topped on tbe Flrehole to watch me, I was elated.

1 told Mm i  had caught more trout that day than 1 could count, would 

be wateh me while l  tried to take another? Yes, okay. Oh, that I 

could just catch one more and do it as quickly and easây as l  bad with 

all tbe others. I stepped to toe water and cast. Not a long cast, sad 

tbe mend was not required. In the classic way. with nor drag, almost 

as though rehearsed over and over again by toa trout, toe fly and me, the 

14 o r 16 inch rainbow acted the part beautifully. I llokad up at Chuck, toe 

fish doing his thing to toe end.

Chuck said, "Okay, you convinced me."
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Chapter DC

K you were llhstag dry fly and decided instantly to switch 

to cay of the soft hackle fliee In the booh, and the mending method, you 

woul<to»t have to change a thin exeept the fly. Tour dry fly rod would 

he from f  fen to 8 rad 1/8 feet loaf* Year tine would he •  floater, Aad 

your leader would be tapered to ft pretty flee <4tfct, say two* three o r at 

the meat four pounds.

The rod may he t t o g h n  e r  bamboo, toe leader feaotted 

o r taettees and the lira  protoddy era of toe new, plastic floating 

lines.

You would hare to change styles, however, lean upstream to 

aeroaa aad dram, rad bring to flw occasional mead we talked about 

earlier.

I etfll use bamboo, possibly because my fishing life started 

aad grew with this material. Aad I have returned to sfik lines during 

toe last couple of years. I guess the reasons for preferring the bamboo 

rod aad the silk lines arc the same. They are both solid with no air 

space to toe easier, e r built to as it to to toe new plastic fly lines.

The air space pets me off. to a glass rod, it makes toe butt 

too large aad the tip too obvious. The rad feels ’light as a feather”, but 

seams to task stamina to the middla.
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la a plastic line, file trapped-in air cell« inflate the fiaaM er 

of file line at least a size or two larger than the mine size or weight line 

in silk.

The larger diameter of tee plastic line causes more wind 

resistance ^  cannot be controlled in casting or mending as easily 

os fiie silk line. With any amount of backing, the plastic line needs 

a larger capacity reel, because of tee extra bulk.

It is true, the silk line has to be greased and greased 

regularly to float. But as one British writer said recently, you can 

play tunes on the silk line by greeting only a part of ft, leaving the last 

tew feet increased, m u  tee angler a sinking tip. Or, you can leave 

the whole line ungreased, in which case all of tee line will silk .

New fiteMtememn^tectered to Engined by King Eider are 

not Toade with a silicone dressing which la ©fippooed not to r©Quire drying 

the line. I usually uncoil the line at night on a*ei&, and grease it in 

tee morning before going out. The line will require another greasing 

at mid day in order to keep it floating. String it up between two trees 

o r lay it on the grans or weeds, let It dry for a tew minutes and regrease.

There are no special qualifcattons for fee leader In fids 

style of fishU«. My leaders are never much longer than the rod Fm 

using. I teem up from Maxima loader material, starting at file 

butt withfinasmber 6 line at 20 pounds, then 15, 12, 10, 8, 8, ro and 3 

depending on how small a fly Him fishing. Each succeeding piece of 

material is slightly longer than the proceeding. Wife an 8 foot rod and

___



a number 7 line, I start with Sft pound material at tee

Mftftiiaft to tee fiaest material X have ever «toed lor tenders« 

ft seems to have tee right softness to roll out high on tee back cast 

and to turn over the fly os the forward east. Sven though there are 

oteer monofilament« wite smaller diameters, X like ft better beeause 

of tee color (or lack of it) and tee transparency which makes it 

dttftoalt to see la tee water« Dry or wet, it has tee feel of silk worm 

gut leaders we used many years ago. The material also ties and holds 

tee bleed knot very well« X have never seen leaders renter made from 

tele material, so you will have to buy it on spools and make your own.

When P ritt and Stewart were taking their 16 and 20 pounds of 

trout per day with tee soft h ate*  flies, they were doing it with 

mere than one fly ea tee east, to foet, steart says, "The number of flies 

test should be need a t a time to a  matter upon whleh p o s t diversity of 

opinion estates some anglers never use more than throe, while others 

oenastenally one n doseo." He goes on to say tee bfoger dm water, tee 

mere flies tee angler might ass.

Today, when tee fly to taking very well, it to tempting to 

put a second o r even third fly on the leader, in tee hopes of catching taro 

trent ad a tim e, I have done lids a couple of timee, and there was a time 

when I was using two and three files quite often.

ft can be a good praotte to start out fishing this waft if mere 

teas one fly to permitted on tee water, « to re  one dean not know what 

hteflsf enharpaene life estate tears, o r «hat artificial is taking, then
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switch to the stogie, moat successful fly, after it has proved itself 

eves the others* That ooe fly appeals to the trout more then the others

tmppeos quito frequently and then itto  really quite uselees to have the

others on, unless they are the same pattern and color. This feet proves 

aalectivily of fla t**  feeding under the surface.

The best way to attach the second or third fly to the leader 

is to use ooe of the blood toot sods e l toe leader materiel. Instead of 

cutting this end after you tie the know. Just leave it stick out 6 or 7 

Inrhit* nfg* tte the dropper fly on St* This sheafed bo done toward the 

fine, top end of the leader where the material to fine enough to let 

toe fly worit*

Some public o r pari water prohibits the nee of more Sum one 

fly r i  a  W™*» and I don't know why thf* should bo no when most fly fishermen 

th ri I know, today, do not even HU minimum lim its.

It to mwfe «parting, however, and I feel, more to toe 

tradition to nee only one fly* Besides, toe dropper or droppers

wUl tovariaUy catch each other o r the tail fly during the act of casting

and create knots other than those toed to by yourself. In weedy rivers, the 

junction of toe dropper has a  habit of collecting floating vegaatatton wbeh 

torn to bo removed from time to time.



Chapter X

H you are not an absolute grouch, you will meet othor 

fishermen along the way of 1 »  trout streams you fish on, who, from 

strangers will turn Into Mends» There Is a natural inclination to 

keep to ooe'e self, specially since toe sport demands toe concentration 

of toe east alone. There Is also «natural selfishness to keep toe 

loeatton of toe gooldagols and riffles to oneself and not to divulge 

toe fly apttorn one knows la good or takfag on that partftodar water.

I have met a  few fishermen who wouldn't give you too time 

of day, 1st stone valuable information which might help you take a 

fish. But 1 have met many more who would share with you, a  perfect 

stranger, his flies, leaders and his most productive and favorite water.

Such a man la Jim  Eadar. to  lives in Baldwin, Michigan, 

just a few miles from toe Faro M an p tte . His to o n  la modest. His 

lob Is raining equipment for toe state conservation department. Aa 

a  native, or ’local" he does everything in Michigan tost can be date 

in toe fields of fishing and hunting. Be starts toe fishing season (he 

really never ends it) with ateelheari fishing in March on too Pore 

Marquette, now op«« to fly fishing only, all year long, from route 37, 

downstream for about 10 miles.

On tost river «to toe Little Manistee and other stoefthead 

bearing rivers nearby, he will take 70 or 80 ded to ad  ins year, many 

on flies and many on spinners of his own making. He was one of toe first 

fishermen in toe area to take giant Chinook, close to 40 pounds, in the 

rivers as they came up to spawn. He fishes from a boat In Lake Michigan
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for lake trout, now making a comeback in that water» And he is one 

of the beet trout fly fishermen I have ever met.

Bis knowlocfce at %  fishing is staggering, yet he never 

rend a  book on the d eject. Be easts tiny dry HIM» big ^ead*eM 

at Bight, weighted ateelhend fllea, ail with equal ease and proficiency, 

yet be doesn't own « 1 Owl»« Leonard, Tbomne or Yota«* He know when 

«be brown drake, tbe iron bine o r «be '*Caddl8H will ©omo off, yet be onnH 

tell yon the four stages my of 8 »  Inmetn go tbrongb.

He frequently takas browns to 7 pom*»* on fifes, end 20 

tnebers are commonplace in Win.

1 met Jim  in I I 1« t&ekle m l fly obey in B tU rto, without 

introduction. He wne baying flies for »©me evening fishingand I was 

cheeking 8 »  hatches with the proprietor, and baying %  dope o r insect 

repellent.

Jim  in i t B # i  forward and qopretentloua. He haa a natural 

eenfidanoe with bntrnya hia background and mtwlmiim ednantton. >fter 

the am d  fla tw n w 'a  anlntnHona, he came right to me and naked if X 

warned to go Halting with him fia t evening*

An offer Uke that from a local ia worth more than gold and 

if you ever get one, don't turn it down* Even though X waa a  non-realdont, 

I did, however, know the P.M . quite well. I know many access roads, 

fee knowledge of which hi absolutely neeeaeary to fly fbdMwmen in my



trout area. And I M b m  fishing the river since 1946,

I followed Jim  to his homo and we transferred rods» waders 

and o tter fishing needs to 10» ’taking: ear", a 1967 Chevy.

We went downstream toward Bowman's Bridge. Jim  was 

talking about the "caddis”. They were not up yet ia full force, but he 

saw a  1)% fish working a  couple e l nights ago on a  streateh of toe river 

above tee bridge.

Like other "local" fly fishermea, Jim , toe, waa a throphy 

trout banter. They were all after toe biggest fish ia the county, competing 

with each other ia their own, exclusive '’club”, with no trophies or prises, 

but fast the simple remark from any or all of them, over beers ia toe local 

tap, that Jim  or Fred or A1 was«n|M«am good fishermen. In this club, big 

fish ia Lake Country, Michigan and other trout counties ia tots state are 

hunted fay toe locale as bighorn sheep and royal elk are hunted ia Montana 

and Idaho.

For every night of fishing, toe local spends at least another or 

two nights just walking the beak, rcxBess sad wadsxless. They listen and 

w atch .w alk  somemore and listen sod whtch»» This is no easy chore, tor 

there are no pathways along these silent, secret stretches of toe river.

The hunters cross, mad flUad spring bogs, and crawl through jungles 

of weed and shrub, often in total darkness.

Invariably they find toe unmolested trophy, tor these are not 

silent feeders, bed loud sad clamourous with speotaculr bravery.
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Ooee thè Arili show» hlmectf te oae of theee locala, he te doometì. 

The ftaberman malera f t t  spot, studia* thè water, casting positions and 

«mgi«* (tf Ulta aot pitch Mach}, « te n  te « te r  thè river, caos a tt end gel 

otti. The locai bacìasway f ta t and gloata te hlmaelf 1er a  day or two before 

Corning back rad talrtag Chat big flati ont of hla home.

mainroad. In all my years of ftahing thè river, I never aaw that road 

before. tt waa eo obewore, I don*t thiak I ©ould fiad tt agate by myaelf.

We drove in, thè old Chevy grtdaiog throogh (he aaad wttìi 

branche«? of thè treee scraptog thè stdea of thè car. We carne lo a little 

elaertag aad parfeed, thè river not far wway.

Thta waa biggiste water running over an all aaad bottom. The 

carrent waa atroag wite a falrly even surface. There were deep, dark 

pools, crosatng (te atreaia dtfflcidt. And traaa, tag aidera aad

stampa ltaed betti aides of thè rtver. tt waa rather spoofcy, bai tt 

waa thè ktod r i  water «tetti yoa frit harbored Mg brewaa.

There waa stfil a  lo toflight loft te thaeky, aad atece thè 

"caddis" waa aot expected yet, we started ftetetag r i ^ t  away.

jim  pat rae te at tee exact spot be aatw tea Idg fiate a eoaple of 

aighta ago. He deeertbed thè area ead polated lo where tee aew tee fiate 

rise . 1 tried tt with Mg HcaàrieM drtee aad theo wtte a green drake 

hoektafl, b«t I ooulda*t fiad tee Mg fiate.

H a  waa dewnatrctm . I deetdad lo work dewn to htm aad 

swttcbed te a partrcBge «ad greco. I started wadtag down, flahteg thè aoft

Bridge aad turned upetream of tee
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hackie agaiast thè far side of thè batik. I aaw * light eolored fly on thè 

m ter against thè te te  u d  I  rtw  troni took tt with i  little comino tion.

Was this thè big flsb Jim eaw hlgher in thè atream . lohaaged 

lo thè partridge and yellow and cast tt two feedahead of Sto rise and dm fiali 

had tt just like die naturai a moment ago. Il waa a good fish, tataotof 

thè gigaatie proportiona deeerfbed by Jim.

Aa I played him. Jim hurried up. I laadad thè 16 loche breva 

Inai aa Jim gol there and waa takSng thè partridge haohle out of thè fiah'a 

mouth. tt waa a alee 12. thè hackie d i matted dova againat thè hook. Jim 

asw dm fiysadaefcedvtetttvas. He elaimed he aerar aav oaellke 

tt balere. I then ahoved him my fly boa. fili ed wtth aothing bnt thè eoli 

hackie*. He va» aititi* ama ned.

1 gire Jim loar or Uve files lo try aad he west off dm atream .

I west hook to fishlng, too. bnt 1 could hoar him yeillag md mreryttm* ho 

had a riae mi bis oew file*.

Later that erealng. la Jlm’a kttchea. X ttod a desea misad 

soft hacklee for him. I waa lesviag die aext moraiag and I knew I 

wouldn't eoe htm far a while. I ama ^ad for him to tetro thè filmi and 1 

knew that fhay would tere a good aad con vine ing try out.

hi aagust, 1 received dm following lattar from Jim, Datad Aaguet,

3.

Deer Syb

l»m sending yen seme partridge ftedwra. I pitead ap aad 

teianedoat. Oae old hea aad two yoaag ooea. aad will aave yoa more
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when I get some. I still harea’t been able to get «ay wood duck feathers 

but will keep trying.

Yea a believe out of me wife year nymphs. 1 finally 

look two nice 20 ineh browns on them, but I wore them out and would 

like to get aoma more if you bare diem.

By now. you probably bare beard tint the fly only wider won 

tte fight and will be open year around, eo you will be able 

spring fiy fishing. I did pretty good on fte fly hatches. I took 64, 

the biggest 7 pounds, (caddie batches) italics mine. ) New, I’m 

working on the Id s  trout oat in Lake Michigan and doing real goods.

Sincerely Jim Rader.



Chapter XI

A minor revolution has been taking place daring ft« last few years 

in the atgrle of fly fishing for steeihead aa practiced la the weal.

The style has been turned topsy-turvy from U f, heavy weight flies; 

ainfctag lines and sinking Shooting heads to sm all, sparsely dressed, 

unweighted flies; and the floating or greased Use.

Before, where a steeihead fisherman was using two’s and 

four's, ha's now using 8*s, g’s and even 10's. Before, where he 

was raking the bottom, his fly is new riding hi the upper four inches 

of the stream. Before, where he let the line belly in die current, he 

Is now mending the floating line just as ABE Weed did when he caught 

all these sal moo in Scotland during foe earlier part of foe century.

The ghost of Wood haunts foe banks of the Clearwater, Snake 

(Mid Salmon rivers hi Idaho; the Grande Bonds, Imntha and Deschutes 

Rivers in Oregon; and foe Rouge, Umpqua and Klamath rivers hi 

California.

The meafong fly fishermen are heviag fun they never dreamed 

pf/ Steeihead to 20 pounds, committing head and tail rises 10» email 

trout are now taken hi foie new style likened by some to dry fly fishing 

for trout.

What a fishing bargain this It. The thrill amounts to foe 

one from fishing Atlantic salmon with a fly, without foe high price tag 

generally associated with it, for in fosse areas mentioned nil you need
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is  fit« fistili« llcense, thè quipmeot and thè metbod.

That metbod la thè asme one I use with thè eoft hackled fly 

for troni, with «mailer veda, lighter linea, and, of course, amaller, aoft 

hackled fUea. Once you leara thè System fbr trout, you eaa, with thè 

atìdition of thè doublé haol. stop rlght tato anyof thè geeat riffiee 

oa fiwse virerà and try for thè ftahing tarili of yoor lifetime.

Or, if you are alread? one of tae ateelbead ftshermen alraady 

mending, taen il will be eaay for you to ftsh tae aoft baelda for tae 

«mailer trout.

in chapter IV, 1 deseribed ftoodfoyßreased line meadtag 

metaod briefly. No» we eaa go la and ont of tae book, aad get 

aaawera to special problema rlght from tae borse*« monta.

Qtteatfoo? What’a thè theory of greaaed line ftahing?

Answer: "Tbe beate idea ia to use tbe line aa a fioet for, and 

controUtag ageot of, tae flyj te aaapead tae fly Jaat beneata tae 

aartaee of tae water, aad to control Ita pota ia sodi a way taat it 

awlms dlagonaUy down aad aerosa tae streun , entirely free from 

tae sligbteat pati oa tae Uae".

Qttoattoa? How dee« one know »ben tae fly la draggiog tf 

you eaat aee tae fly?

Aaawer: "Watcb tae Uae for bellying, o r, wbeoerer you feci 

tae pali of lino oa tae xed, you kaow taat drag bea beee aet ap".

Questioni How fo  yen mentì with tae line laying oa tae water?

Aaawer: "The line ehould be removed from tae sorfeoe of tae
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water by raising the rod almost horizontally and keeping the arm 

sUfT. (I said earlier that I held file rod parallel to the water, but 

u  high m  could off the water. I etUl think thia la the beet way with 

haatodabort rode we use for trout fishing. AHE Wood mixed 

h\* ffiw w i flatting with a single-handed rod o112 feet and longer rods 

lor two headed fishing.)

Qaeattoa: Wbat'a wrong with drag?

Answer. "As there is little a fish dees not see, the fly 

might to behave naturally all the time, as an insect or other live 

oreature would do in the water, sad try to Id  the fly move with all 

the addtomIt meets, aa will and living thing that ia trying to move

la Am water with the stream and across."

Question? What Is leading?

Answer: "By moving die rod in advance of the line— but 

not of course dragging it— you help the fly to swim moregdanmetream 

than across".

Question? Bow will 1 know when I'm doing It right?

Answer: "The reased line, if fished properly (end tide is  

fay no moaee the eeee every tim e,) has no drag and den is all slack 

and crooked".

The last answer brings to mind the classic photograph 

of tine expert dry fly fisherman, having Just cast his line in loose

"S"'a and curves.
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The queation moet come to toe mind oí toe rendar, aa it dfd 

to «alee wheo X flrst atartte readlng about the groase Une, whatdodo 

« tea  Ite  Une eventually awtngs olear atóate to the flshermaa'e atoe u  

it muet do la any hite el ca rn e t?

The anewer le nothtag, teeaaae ii'a  time to reeast. The 

tover part of toe eaet la groante ilne flahlng wtth toe aoft heoklee la 

the least importan!, Lawrte aaid Seoteh a te  bordar Oehermea 

aovar even let thetr epiders or other aoft haeklos «o that for, bul 

toat ftcy «era flahlng Juat toe a ^ e r  part of toe eaet* wtthout drag, 

eaating ahort a te  firequentiy.

"Groarte Lina Ffahlag for Salmeo" bp Jook Scott", la oae 

of «te flaeet hooka oa laatraettoa of fly flahlng I heve ovar rote, ffvea 

if yoa novar fl«h for aalmoa, or get a chance to try the eyetem for 

•tedhead, the leeeonn there wfll serve you well ln the flahlng of the 

aoft tatolee, or other fcinde of aymphe and wat Alee, ao It tod for 

me.

T«o other boato. "Salmón Flahlng", Fredertok Bill, 1948, 

a te  "Uto Floettag Uno for Salmea a te  Sea-trout", Anthony Crosaley, 

1989, aleo treat of toe floatlng mandad Une.



Chapter x n

TlM» ta a little, light mark more than half way op tee 

butt section of my 1 mdmrntrnÊÊiÊÊtmtÊÊammiaÊm$mmmm n  tm hm  

from tee holt of tita reel Mat. The vast* will be there forever to remiad 

me of my big fish, because I never keep big fish, and rarely keep a 

small one or two for a camp supper.

1 dont beUevwtfa mounting fidi and even though I am and 

have been for many years an avid dock hunter, I also dont believe in 

iwumtlwg bints, e r  other «tim áis, big or «nail. The nam ely should 

be enough, sad always has been lor me without staring at some dusty 

specimen oa the wan of toe dsn o r the office.

Tim memory eaa be pulled out of the miad, or heart, 

whenever basant In, to dwell oogtr how so ever long I want to.

I dwell on this one quite often during the quiet, winter mouths, and 

will now display it, la th is, the last chapter of «ils little book.

I was photographing big erawler tractors in Idaho mod 

Montana six years ago la toe early part of September. I finished my work 

near Butte on a Friday and drove to Sanio to fish the Madison there 

ott Am wodsKfede

When I sanr the river In and near h a t team toe a n t  morning,

I mattiert why tola was a  growl menea tor the fisherman. At Ennis,



and below, fee Madison sp lits op tato several small streamlet«, 

and I fished a couple of these, taking a few small fish.

There was a regional retriever trial near town and I watched 

fee Labs, Goldens and a few Chesapeake# perform far a law hours

I wanted to try fee river upstream and was told there 

wee a ranch about two mSea op « t e e  fishermen were permitted to 

cross fee private land to get to fee river. This was oo the western 

atdeef fee stream.

I like feta part et fee Madatoa maoh asare fees fee downstream 

part* tt was big, street water wife loaf, thin islaaJe dividing It into 

smaller water. Too coaid fish d ose I» poor beak or venter out near 

fee lalands « te a t  going toe fer oat ia fee mala and treaeberoaa 

pert of fee river. The current was very strong with a nice, broken 

earface, and even oa fee'lee"  side of fee islands, wading was 

itjffteall

It was good water ter fee soft bofetee, and I was having 

fund wife frequent takes teem smaller fife .

Fifty yards upstream there were two island, a very long one

ea fee left, near the centr of fee stream, end a aborer one oa fee right* 

Between them ther waa a beautiful scour feet wns sure to be four feet 

deep. I weded straight op la fern wife fee w o fe r  latead and intended 

to go aU fee way up and fife  the scour down. 1 was about half way o? 

fee length of it, still wading and not yet fishing, and I saw my big fife .
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He rene just oooe, In tt*  midAe «t (feti scout, net more dira 8 or IO 

feet «rey from me. Tbe rise  w  etov and deliberate, heedflret.

(bea thè big, vermJoulateé body eurting over and gotag In. There were 

ne signe oí a batch or » single Sy oe thè water, end I «tool know what 

fcetook.

S ta r* «  himeeli I» m e, «colo»«, 1 fa ll w *  he n *  me, 

tee , andalaokedoff beefc d m etream . Iwaa aotgotngtofiahhim  

nov« HI gtve him pienty oí reet eo th»t he might toreget me. ifh e

i l  eee me. We era me*» w  appotetmeat ter t r a n n e  al 

t a t a r a  firn»

Tto Beaci day,I re tened  le thè fietd tríale. Beto« e regional 

trial» t a r a  were maay good dog» rad thelr claaey retar len a  topi me 

p n -oeoqpled. They fias&ed about Ave, rad I weet back to thè motel 

to gel thè Orete, «radere rad Olee, fi» thè motel nera», I eheeked Ite  

Une rad Ued oo « arar leader.

It wra elx ty  thè time I Braded out to thè «4ge of tì»  aeour. 

letayedw lder «de Urne, bowww, and kept looking «or aay alga» et 

m yfriead. la u re ó se . New, I waa at thè head of fi» eeoor, Just beiow 

thè sm eller isiand, and I poi on a Tupa.

X waa above thè spot where I aaw hlm, bol I lateeded lt 

le tee fòle way. I dfda't want le undershoot hlm, I wanted le put thè 

Tape etg M v Ira h ittfid .



I cast se re n i times, throwing aloe slack liee «ad moviog 

down rerjr slowly. Sometfaing welled up illude me. Theflywas 

rtnniog down thè eeoter ctf thè iscour. He had to dee it, IÍ he were there. 

Se d ii1!

The rise waa airaoet thè same. He dtd&H come so far out of 

thè w atereehedÉd84boera W itter, hottherehe waa, aodlhadhim .

I iooked et ray wateh. ft was 6:0$.

What e differewje « ttg  fluh m atee. Se mores hardly et eli 

e t thè begfaaiag. The M h |  le e t e t h e tty» The heeeteeee le tevftolahte. 

Yoo toow frls is noi folag to he easy and yoa feal a little ontnlaseed. 

Things started te happeo slowly. At flrst, no big nmet
/H O

iM ^ N B |l« itiU g lh f lM ia h | Just thè fiati lyteg a e re , Jw fc h tth  

head llke a dog. Whea le he getnf te go, wfaea le he fo iaf to realice 

frftseefrdhe fre tfch tef M elile?

B hM lM vl And he started qpatreaxa tattag lite  off thè ree! 

fra haadte aptoatag wttfiy under nagr head. Se was going fiuMt m i coold 

heve hept righi sa  going up aseaad Smi teleiid end down ee thè other etde 

iR tfltttw e d d b n ib e tB  tt. Bui he t a n e d u à t t s i i  beetc d o n  «§

started to alqg it out la thè eooor.

NWi «e eetsidewa te e loes serles et raes tip «ed d m  

aai «ver agaiastfre ha* et f r e t ta i . More aulklng end holding and 

ta frfetfreh eed . Iteeeverretata. Inevertahedoff. tjast 

«atta  te tire bina he*, to pullhimby my feet aad set wfest he ìoofced

U li 0)00$ qpi



ileally, I ©verplairad faina, and I'm  sur« tte t a more eager 

fisharmaa conili bave playad faina cat much soooer. Bai finali? he 

waa al nay fael os hia aldo aad il waa 9:35.

X aaver teak faina out oí di» water, bai aat Ito C reta,orar Um, 

A» boti oí (bs rod atfaw tfpflfU i tali. 1 pinchad tibe *©d wlth m y i. ¿misad 

itoi-tficgei righi over tim end ©fhi» eoa# lo meaaor® bisa, «Mi balli il 

tight so «a Botto Iom die placa.

Thea wifc aoy lírft faaotí, I unhoolcati tua T ^». I tomad thè 

f a < g Ì if a o n r iir i^ lU m N d |n a M a a  U U tA m ^ M m a ia d  

htm cgO M . I «cratchat. £heUghi marie a a thè rad wtth ay  fiy aclaaora 

ubar® my fhMftb «ad forefingar vare «od atarted la«

A yellinr cow dog waa on thè back ami appartati? waa 

Wàtohing me thè whoie «m a. Befare I get io ile  abare, he waa ia 

Ì^é= water awimmiag out lo me, struggling hard ag&ieud thfc carrate.

*oW he waa to aae «mi ten ed  l» fotta* ma in. abore

and ataviad «p Iba teak. 1 vaXfead «iowly aerosa thè meada*, «ba 

yaltow co* dog foUawlag aad ha aaasaad aa happy aa X waa.
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Introduction

S i dry f l y  fisherman te e  challenged me to writ#  

t il ls  book# I t  I s  being w ritten  because the s o f t
mCkA
2 #

©d 4 & 1 id tbs mending method o f  f ish in g  

iliàni JiT’aferely, i f  ever, discussed in  aagaainee 

or in  hard beck books in  America# The author has 

never see®^another f l a h e r s s a j n .on many of the famous 

trout waters o f th is  country» f is h  

And a!thoughtMm®ndingM i s  now s p u la r  with

ateelhead,.fishermen in  the west» i t  i s  not used
by trout fisherman using the sunk f ly .

# i‘One ban hardly buy a s o f t  hackled f ly  is 

the most respectable shops in  any large c ity  or

famous f ish in g  center o f  the country. l e t ,  the \
14 so f t  hackle f l i e s  in  th is  book are easy to 

t i e  from p erfec tly  mundane m a ter ia ls .* « flo ss , far  

and the feathers o f very ordinary birds« You need 

no rare cock hackles, no paired winging q u il ls  and 

no ero tic  animal sk ins. And the method o f f ish in g  

the f ly  i s  so simple that a beginner can learn i t  

im m ediately.• «and a dry f ly  purist» depending on

4P.

¿¿tA-

Ìa ^ P ììA j
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Introduction

T'hô ter-fUŷ ''soft haoklod-fl’y11̂

The term, soft hackled fly, is used generically throughout this
wingless, ‘J~s

book, and ap ' class of'sub-aqua#ous flies, the hackles of

No dry fly fisherman has challenged me to write it. It is being 

written because the soft hackled fly and the mending method of
A

fishing it, outline'in the book, are rarely, if ever, discussed

in magazines or in angling literature published in America.
i

The author has never seen the soft hackled fly use d by any other

fisherman. This observation has been made on many of the finest

and most famous trout waters of the country. And although mending

is now popular with some steelhead fishermen in the west, it is 
generally

not/used by trout fishermen using the sunk fj^.

The soft hackled fly is not-wBHo be easily found in even the best- 

stocked fly shops in the country. Yet, the flies are easy and quick 

to tie from easily obtainable m aterials,. And the mending method 

of fishing the(|fer is so simple that a beginner can learn it immediately 

. .  .and a dry fly purist, depending on how dry he is, a little longer.

A
which com^from p K b ir d s  such as partridge, woodcock, grouse ,

ipe and starling.



The book is also written for many of the older, dry fly fishermen

I have met who embraced the sport late in life. In a three day

fishing school in Vermont, „
■ A

men learned to fish dry, but lost a great deal of fishing fun by 

not learning how to fish a sutkfly downstream.

Because the soft hackeld fly is nymph-like, the book may help

fishJ§|l@i their favorite nymph patterns, or to try the soft 

hackled flies instead. The instructions here eliminate the 

need j êaBifeBAaBse-for the average fly fisherman to be an 

amateur entymologist. He need not know the difference between 

a stone fly nymph and and a small myay fly numph, He can

forget emergence dates, tfaaaiK fly se ity or immaturity.

And he can travel from one stream to antoher, east or west, 

andjssaasx enjoy the sport as it was meant to be enjoyed

in the beinning...w ithout cult, iUJ|liPP»rritual and m ystery.
A

Because history is important and interesting to many fly 

fishermen, the book also traces the evolution of theJflR soft 

hackled fly in angling literature. The repeated sicoveries of the 

mention of them in the most highly regarded books on fly fishing

is quite remarkable.



Yes, even in the first english word written about fly fishinor 

a soft hackled fly, die Donate fly of sister  

of twelve in her list. Sn aorW ith

to restore die soft

W idi..ao--ia^l^ r̂^^ ^ a ^ 7dre,̂ 0frWcMeiifag f I'Sfaotddiiafe8̂ e&̂ aBd~~-



I saw my first soft hackled flies some fifteen years ago in Paul H.

Young's tackle shop in Detroit, Michigan. The flies were simple, yet 

extremely attractive; drab, yet enticing. The slender bodies were of 

silk floss in any of three colors; ortange , yellow and olive green. At the 

head of each fly was a partridge hackle, wound very sparsely, around the 

hook. Lying there together, mixed in the bosx, the flies looked alive and 

natureal and very much luke real insects, due mostly to the minute, fsreckled 

markings on every barbule of the partridge hackles.

CYoung oisikxfcthKXSiss: named the flies
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C teaptsr 1

X SSW «y f i r s t  s o f t  back d f l i e s s&m  f l f t e e n
yeare ago iß  Paul M* ledig* a «ds&e in  Detroit» 1 icfcigan« 

fhey «rare simple» y e t eattremely ettseetlire*  dreh» y e t

f  three

together in  the %#if th e  f l i e s  leoked §11?« and 

natural, and very muck l ik e  rea l lasset® , ine a e s t ly  

to the miaute» freck led  m&rkl&ga en every bartoule

Young C a lle d  th e  f l i e s »  »i>B*Y* P a r tr id g e  spiders*** 

H ie o a ta lo g  a d r e r t ie e d  th e  f l i e s  s a y ia g , " f is h e d  l ik e  

a  nymph* f h i s  i e  o m  e f  th e  b e e t a l l  a round  w et f l i e e  

X e v e r  u se d . fiste down and  a c ro e e  strea® » and  tak e  

tro u t*  ü a c k le s  Xsy back a lo a g  th e  Hock when wet» and  

c raw l e r  w erk in  th e  c u r r e n t« "

üfcat adTertieiag; message» w ritten  br one e f the 
g rea t hambee red makers e f America aeejsrtoe simple» 
tue pat« Yet the f l i e s  exeited  me and appealed to 
eome faoet e f ay flah iag  aakeup» and 1 warnt out c f 
the stö re  «ritte s in  e f tteeisyf two orange» twe yellow 
and two grem

X did&’t  knew then» that these simple» two pert 

f l i e s  would» in  a short time» sfcap© my f i e l e  f ish in g
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future and beooae thè aueleoa fo r  a sank f ly  

fintemi: me thè 4 timt tsilä esclude every other 

fcliuft ©f fly*

1 t 1® tfee ofeject # f tb ie  bock to »bow how, 
and* perh&pe, wlsy$ thi® happen«d«

to retrace an#*® fia fa in g  steps to the present 

t ia é 'o r  a ta te  o f th© a r t can be ab once, pleaaant 

and en&lghteniag, d t f f io u lt  and area aabarr&aing# 

One i s  a ffee ted  f i r s t  by lo ea le  and the «aa ily  

avalie b le  water, and foy the succoso« a®. or f  allure®  

recorded oa thi® water e ith e r  by f te  fiöhenaan, 

fc laeelf or by hi® friend® or ©traager» be happen© 

to a ee t a t  tbe water«® edg«. Öse f ie d le  fieherm n  

w il l  diooard a ©ertala Iure, h a lt er  f l y  p attem  

er  flah iiig  ©tyle ns aooa a© ho find® sosethian; e is#  

nere aucoossful, or m m  appealine; to. bi® inner 
sensea.

Oboe addiate d to f ly  only, he nove® la te  jo l ly  

or b orison ta lly  froa wet ©nly to dry only, ©r fron  

wet nost o f  %*m time to d ry  some o f thè t ia e , or 

froa  b ig , abiay streamer only, to ayaph only, or 

froa day f ish in g  to n ight f ish in g , ln  most nove», 

aenta, be sec-ke to catch sore f le h  or bAgger f is h .



i*

bnt t i m i !#he aeeks.a personal s é t i  e fac tio n d o iag
wìmtt te  hJUaf e le i» tee  h ia  witfe thè pleasur» he*® 
looping fo r. fili® te  why thè fishorsiam alwny® we&r® 
thè seme old h a tf or to rà ro e t. fhy he pretore h ie  
Mah©© rod to e glae» oae* Why he’dtiatfcer cas t e 
s t lh  Ita#  imetead o fe piasti©  oae* t?hy he stioke 
wtth ©me f ly  or M iti ©f f ly  or aethod imetead #f 
eoae other* Or «Tea. why he prefere te  fieh* ia  eoi#
1 tilde» «  ©briouely le c e  fn a itfu l etreteh  o f water 

oa h it  fe to r i te  rlver» ime tea d o f ¿am ing up w ith  

thè other fishem em  ta  thè popolar pool or rum ju st  
aroumd thè bend.

Se i t  wa© with my owa fiafciag ©relation* I t  

atarted oatho west aide o f Olerelend* ia  thè la te  

30*»f e t  le a s t  150 a l le »  froa thè neoreet trout 

strema. froe# 1 had lake s r ie  a  few bieche fro»  

basa, aaà I ©aa reaeabor flra t»  f i  eh lag  with a 

lime and tr o lle y  fo r  leroh aad Plke» a® thoy ww&rmed 

thè breakwaìla and pierà ia  eearch o f food* Hugo 

aohoole o f  white ha®.-, e leo  aoourged thè sballo«?® 

chasiag aadXy aaything that aored* fhoy orna# ia  

r ig h t up thè boaohes, b o illa g  thè eurfaoe« fhe aouool 
aored aerosa thè water in  oae largo mass end i t  was 

easy to ©atoh a bushel basket f u l l  o f thea with a
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bait «settmg rod and s*ul tiple wlndlng re el. fkie 

w®s aere faa than etill fishing for perefe or pike. 

fbe favorito lure for tfee wfeite bes* p íeee

#f «bit» olettfhf & qu&rter of an incfc «ide and about 

en inefe. long* Si# pieee of alatli «ras otuok on t® a 

m m llXeh feook and t»o or tferee or eren four of theee 

were tied on to a four or fiv® foot pieee of gut* 

flie gut va® attaofeed to a sumll iiotUa of ferooa 

feandle witfc ecrew eje® on either end9 one for the 

eaeting lime and tfee o tfee r for tfee gut*

fbe broom handle metfee plug and supplieá tfee 

weigfet pau needed fo r  tfee eaet and I t  kept * f l ie a M 
up oa tfee surfaee durlmg tfee re tr ie  ve. Tou tferew tfeat 
i>l«é rigfet in  tfee alddle o f tfee eofeool and worked i t  

back in  Juap® and 4erke. The wMte base vent m d  

a fte r  i t f efcaaing tfee wfeite pieoee o f elotfe, feooking 

thsmeelvee, figfetim,.» to g et o f f v umfeookimg tfeem aelveet 

e© tfeat anotfeer eould gr&b i t  befare i t  «a# f in a l ly  

re tr ie  ved. fbree fisfet up to 10 inefees longf irere 

írequeatiy  oaugfet a t  orne tise*  And you eould aee i t

l e t  aXI. o f wfeite bees flafeezmen usad tfee pieoee
á

o f elotb* Sos® ueed a rea l f l y ,  & asaXI wfeite or yellow  

etreaeier type nade froia p ia la  ofeicken fea th ers, I don't 

tfeink tfeey were an¿: sor® e f fe c t lv e  tfean tbe elotfe, but 
onoe 1 eaw tfee», 1 knew 1 fead to try tfeea.
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Glen didn't pay too much attentoion to me and went right on

tying the flies. I F e e l i n g  like an intruder,

I inched closer to him. He was waiting for me to speak first. I

dont know why, but I felt embarrasedd. I started asking siliy, ;elementary

questions about fly tying and fly fishing.

iike any professional/s attitude

towards the |ank Glen was so bored, he couldnt answer.

I got nothing out of him except the suggestion to visit the main branch 

of the public libary in Downtown Cleveland where I could;find all 

the inform mation I wanted on fly tying and fly fishing.

Before I left the shop, however,; I bought fifteen or twenty eents 

w orworth of hooks and white and yellow chicken feathers for the 

white bass flies.

The first tyings were terrible.



rewrite page 8 and 9 and etc.

Coming into hccc this shop, or , more precisely, when I opened 

the door, I steepped into a wrold which Ihad never known

Thatever

Whatever fctxsxxxx the mysterious elements playing on my mind 

in that room

Inside, framed colored prints of trout, salmon and fishing scenes 

hung on the wall. Black and white photos showed a smiling glen 

and other fishing friends standing near streams and fish ing in them.

Two barber char;irs were on the left, and if, as customers skt in

them, they could look to the other wall, where hung long, glass cases fiilled

with trout flies, bass flies and even fully dressed salmon flies.

Glen Buckel had no customers and was bent over a vise on a table 

in the back of the room. Here, too, were the cabinets and closette which 

contained huge stocks of fly tying materials. Rod cases, sections of bamboo 

rods in various stages of completion leaned in a corner of the room, for 

I found out later, Glen made bamboo rods from raw cane.

At that point I was 16 or 17, I knc ” ' ~ wrxpmdwMBwal x -fait

first major __ romantic experience, it was love at first
\  and difficult to explain,^

sight. It is hard to saj^what ana how I was in love with. For, I had never

before seen a trout fly, a trout, a trout stream or ascx read a sigle

word about them,



rewrite page 8

The shop was small with a large window on each side of the 

door, nnfi windo had a displav olJb^tying^imatQrials^and there- 

'~w«s~a«

One window had a display of fly tying materials; packages of hackles,

tinsels, hooks, furs, chenilleg ¿bESKX-paired wing quills and other

fly tying m aterials. The other window had a framed large card

on which was attached all the materials required for a dry Quill

Gordon. The Mefafeex finished Gordon was also stuck to the card,

and I wondered how a feather, piecSe of quill and slips of yellow

wood duck could be turned into such a beautiful work of ard.
V co lored /

Inside, kxsoatmasBE frame c^printe of trout,aaaiSiaawc salmon

and fishing scenes hung on the wall. Blac k and white photeso showed 
a smiling

^ h tilen  and*Kig|B6B£ other f i l i n g  friends standing near
and

stream s, fishing in them. BTwotpmrber chairs were on the left, and
A

as customers sat in them, they could look to the other wall, where 

hung long,glass cases filled with trout flies, bass flies and even 

fully dressed salmon flies.

Glen Buckel had no customers and was bent over a vise on a table
a a jfJin;the back of the room. Here, too, were the cabinets and closets

fivir
which contained huge stocks of fly tying m aterials. Glen didn't pay 

to much attention to me, and I couldn't blame him, for it was obvious from 

my worn sneakers and shabby clothes that I wasn't coming in the shop 

to be outfitted for a slalmon fishing expedition.



§

ffla# f l i e s  were a v a ila b le  from a barber« Glen

lueiceXf who feat a  shop ©a D e tro it  Avenue, ju s t  w est

o f m e neighborhood 1 l iv e d  is#  X rede ev e r th ere
on ay |dl6@ the f i r s t  shanee I go t,

the shop was m a l l  w ith  a  la rg e  window on each
u)

a ide  o f the doer* one wind© had a d isp lay  o f  IJty 

ty in g  m a te r ia ls  and th e re  was a  la rg e  whim  ca rd  

w ith  a l l  the m a te r ia ls  re q u ired  fo r  a  dry Q uill 

Gordon stuck  to  i t*  A findahed f ly  was a lso  a tta c h e d
A /

to  m e ca rd  by m e p o in t o f the hook and X wondc^ « a *

'wee==am?e*™4ate4 a rmykl a » p ieee  o f ^ u i l l  and s l ip s

o f yellow  wood duck could  tu rn  in to  such a b e a u tifu l
H

work o f a r t ,  and I  went in  to  g e t ay m i t e  bees f l ie s *  

In s id e , 1 oould see framed p r in ts  o f t ro u t  and 

tSfviit streams* anaH to CTrt '-fa a y a ,, Imaging, on m e w a lls f
th e re  were long

/
_ fjBVI 

narrow  ¿Lass eases  a lso  hanging

and these  were f i l l e d  w ith  f l i e s ,  wet and dry, each 

one stuck  to  ^small co rks a l l  in  a row* on® such framei  |
Jf. dhnddiBethialmon file®, fully dressed and beautiful

Vj fv
beyond description*

W x h r  Glen Bucket had no sun toners and was bent over

*̂  \jr a vies on a table in m e  back of the room* He didn* t

pay much attention to me, and I couldn’t blame him,

f̂or ** wae Obvious from my worn sneakers and shabby 

\  if . %  clothes that 1 wasn’t coming in m e  shop to be outfitted
f \ V  ' •
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f o r  a missionf is h in g  expedition#

My f i r s t  reason f o r  earning tfa.tr« s lip p ed  away 

a« I  became more and s o r t  in fa tu a te d  w ith the aura o f 

ths p lace , even the mm 11 o f the moth b a l l s  used to 

p ro te c t  the iieoks and se in e  became d e lig h tfu l ly  f r a <• 
g ran t«

i  went r*ound and round the room, n o t being ab le  

to  g o t enough o f  the newly found joy th a t  the f l i e s ,  the 

p r in ts  and the m a te r ia ls  o ffe red  me« $e pu t i t  m ild ly ,

1 was spellbound, and i t  was a l l  the more amasiag 

because a t  1$ o r  17, 1 had newer before seen a t ro u t  

f l y ,  a  t ro u t ,  a  t ro u t  stream  o r read  a s in g le  word 

about them*

(lien shook me loose from the rom antic mystery 

by ashing what I wanted, and I had to  answer th a t  1 

r e a l ly  d ida* t .snow# . 1 would l ik e  to  make f l i e s  l ik e  

those in  the s to re , bu t how d id  1 go about i t ?  What 

equipment and m a te r ia ls  d id  1 need? Bid t ro u t  e a t  

those things? And, of course , how much would a l l  th is  
oost?

Glen didn* t  answer a l l  the q u estio n s  and since  

he wasn’ t  running a f ly  ty in g  school f o r  k id s  o f  

p a ren ts  on r e l i e f ,  he suggested  X go to  the main branch 

o f  the pub lic  l ib r a r y  in  downtown C leveland, f o r  books 

on the subject*
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S efo rt 1 % however, 1 bought f i f t e e n  o r  

l^featj den ts worth o f hooks a sá  m a te r ia ls  and s o r t e d  

e  hobby th a t  h ts  bees s  r e e l  end i s  p o rtan t p e r t  o f  
ay l i f e  f o r  no re  then 30 y e a rs .

HT tirâtty ing* were t e r r ib l e .  1 had no v is e , 
so hackle p l i e r s ,  no th read  bobbin. I  fash ioned  a

■m
v iee  fro n  a p a i r  o f  square nosed p l i e r s ,  pu t the 

hook in  the laws and wrapped a s to a t  rubber band 

around the h and les . X nade a  p a i r  o f hankie p l ie r s  

from a p ieee o f co a t hanger, and from the sane a a t o n a l ,  

1 inven ted  ay own th read  bobbin, whieh 1 s t i l l  use 

today. Ky m other supp lied  th read  end f lo s s e s  fro n  
h e r  e ro eh e tin g  and sewing b ask e t.

I  couldn’ t  f ig u re  ou t how to g e t the hankie f ib re s  

te  stand  o u t p s rp sa d io u la r  to  the hook shank as they did  

os G len’s f l ie s #  2 thought each f ib r e  was t ie d  in  sep­

a r a te ly .  1 eouldn’ t  t i e  a  h a l f  k iteh* The t in s e l  

wouldn’ t  lay  H a t .  I t  was f r u s t r a  t in g  and 2 was g e t t in g  
nowhere.

There was no th ing  l e f t  to  do bu t take Glen’s advine 
and head f o r  the l ib r a r y ,  ••

^  gM v’V* ,s
~tP&m O ter a period  o f a y ea r, I  read  every book on f ly  

ty in g  and f l y  f is h in g  the l ib r a ry  had to  offer#  2 would 

take hone f o r  seven days a t  a  tim e, books by H alford , 

Skuns, LaBranehe, H ew itt, K i l ls ,  Bergoan, Knight and 

nasy others* In  one fo  the B r i t is h  books, 1 saw photo—



a a .

graphe mi the font Hiver «si of the Village «# stookbriâge 
du th&t r iv e r  an ci. the Gr© sveaer Motel# - where f ly  fieh ers  
« e t  to fiah  th is  great strearn« £ 0 « easy I t  m e  f e r  a# 

te  m à  taese bocks! liant fascination  they held fe r  n i  
Bear uuexplaimbl© tb a t a k iâ  f r e t  the West aide o f 

Glevelanà, without a sing le  f ly  fish ing  friand  or ral-* 
a tiv e i without ever having seen a tre u t  stream, would 
«pend team âge days a n d m ilita  reading a to u t a eut*
! e o t  ae remote and try in g  te  t i e  f i l e s  f e r  t r o u t  l a

1 #/r‘stream s e t i l i  unseen and u a fish ed . U t w ^ ^ "
Armed w ith  the knowledge 1 was g e t t in g  from the / v  "4‘v  ^'Tw

Z' , .
hooks» I  v i s i te d  Glen more and aere# I  would show h i ^
the f i l e s  1 t ie d  and he would show me where and h o w ,
X mail« the a la ta* « » . ¡1* taugh t se tea r ig h t  way ^  4 -,

jr f  / 7  //]
to  s e t  and t i e  wings# to  make h a lf  h itches»  to  wind A '

haok lss around m e shank» and to  handle t in s e ls »  fie

ta lk e d  w ith me l ik e  a  s tre a a s id e  brother«  He to ld  me "

o f the g re a t t r o u t  stream s in  n o rth ern  Michigan where 

he had come from originally*' and where he spen t m o

weeke every y e a r  on vacation« Be spoke o f  t r o u t  

stream s n ea r lane# ¿ennsylv&nia« These were the c lo s e s t  
to  Cleveland» he said«

The more I t  talked# the mere 1 knew Mutt soon 1 

would have to f i s h  one of these  r iv e rs#  to  he B aptised  

o r  m arried  fo re v e r because the c o u rtsh ip  had gone on 
long enough«



& So, 4a the sp ring  o f  1938, I  m i l  plan© to fish , 

ih© stream s ©oar Esso* I  had he©© working a t  odd jobs 

around the nei^iborhood, c lean ing  a bakery, s e l l in g  

newspapers and whatever» x had enough money to  buy 

a p a i r  o f hoots» a f ly  rod and r e e l ,  and X had enough 

l e f t  f o r  the Greyhound hue r id e  to  Kane and hack and 

room and hoard f o r  the weekend» And 1 had my own f i e ® .

My mother w orried  about the tr ip *  fo  h e r  i t  was 

an odessy to  the ends o f  the earth* I  was going alone 

and I  d idn’ t  know a sou l in  Kane* How would X g e t 

to  the r iv e r s  from town? Where would I  s ta y  and what 

would I  ea t?  1 to ld  h e r I  could take care o f myself#

X eould  h itc h  h ike to  the stream s o r  walk i f  I had to*

fhe bus l e f t  C leveland l a t e  In  the evening* x never 

s le p t  a wink, and by daw© X could  see the purp le b lack 

outline®  o f the low a l t i tu d e  mountain# in  no rth  c e n tr a l  

iennsyivania#  A ll th a t  1 read  about ana dreamed 

about was going to  come t«Be* Or was i t ?  X couldn’ t  

c a s t ,  X couldn’ t  make the dry f ly  f lo a t*  I  couldn’ t  

wade because the rooms in  the stream® were too s lip p e ry  

and X went in to  the icy  sp rin g  w ater more than once* In  

the B r i t is h  books th a t  X read  e a r l i e r ,  X saw the p a tte rn s  

o f  the B utcher and the Alexandra* these  f l i e s  were such 

k i l l e r s  th a t  they were outlaw ed on many B r i t i s h  streams*

X had t ie d  many of these  f o r  the Kane t r i p  and t r i e d  them



over and over* b u t no th ing  ease to  them« J haven*t 

need them aluce*

I  can*t remember i f  1 caught a s in g le  f le h

during th a t  weekend, bu t I  can remember see ing

some email t r o u t  in  a  b ask e t o f ano ther fisherm an

and th e i r  beauty o f  form and c o lo r  convinced me th a t

the baptism al was worth i t*  th e  mountains» the s i t a r

w ater and pure a i r  a lso  helped to  en trance me«

la c k  in  C leveland la te r»  1 was f is h in g  Bosky

l i v e r  w ith  ringed-eyed  f l i e s  and spinners* low, a t
«< 2

le a s t»  1 wee stuck,.»* a f ly  rod* She r iv e r  d iv ides
f t

C leveland from Lakewood and runs üaraggh Kotsvpol» 

i ta n  lark* 1 don*t know what the co n d itio n  o f the 

x lv e r  i s  a t  the p re se n t time» bu t back then  i t  was 

f t t i t#  c le a r  and d e lig h tfu l»  w ith some ra p id s  and slew 

pools and aan¿ hharp bends a g a in s t  sm all c l i f f s  o f 

shale« Ae i t s  name im plies» th ere  were many rocks in  

the r iv e r  which s p l i t  the c u rre n ts  and h id  soms very 

n ice  ta c k  .base#

A f a s t  re lie v e  was necessary  to  keep % e ep inner

blade tu rn in g  in  the d o w er w ater, and 1 lea rn ed  the

f ig u re  «i* l e f t  hand re tr ie v e «  A fte r  a  while» X lea rn ed
one

to  read  the w ater, end would more from /pool bo an o th er 

look ing  f o r  p laces  th a t  resem bled the p rev ious s t r ik in g  

place#



IHiring tfers time» X «as ale® using U v e  hegranitos 

®m the fly »4* The river w&e ful! of tham and tfeey oould 

be eaugbt by upsetting roche la tes factor current against 

a pieee of netting batid by faouraelf or a frtend below.

Once obtalned» the helgramite oculd be secured to the 

hook «rith a email rubber band slipped ©rer bis abdomen*

The gelgram^tee «ere ae mean ae tbt baso «rere* With tea** 

pewerfui pinchara at their heads» they would grab cute 

your tingar or onto thelip of the base tfaat you caught 

using the helgramite# if it «man» t aiready i» ble stemach*

fhe f l y  and sp in n er combination en a  f ly  red  follow ed 

m  in te  the A » y  in  1942« and I «as u s ia g  tfcoa w lth  g re a t 

aucceso f o r  reinbow en the san G abriel El ver» mear lo a  

Angeles «diere 1 wa» s ta tlo n e d  fo r  a  tisis* In  th a t  same 

river#  1 wats f is h in g  a wooly wora, whieh «ae beeoming 

popular on the west eeast*  The ringeé*eyed f ly  and 

sp in n er combinatiem bas a la o a t  dianppcared fre n  

American t r o u t  fiehimg» da© perfcaps te  considerab le  

f ly -o n ly  l e g i s l a  tica»  y e t  in  the e a r ly  fo r tie s»  i t  

«as a w ry  popailar m*y te  fish*  One oould buy the 

f i l e s  se p a ra te ly  and a ttn o h  ihem te  b is  own sp in n ers , 

o r  buy tbe fXy—epinner oombination* Tbeao f i l e s  «ere 

very o o lo rfu l and alm ost always bad i  s»  red  in  tbem* 

Today, rnost f l y  m a te r ia l ca ta loga  do no t o ten  l i s t  

ringeé»eyed booAs*

Xn December o f  1943» tbe Army gato me passage on



a  crowded troop 15#

a  crowded troop  sh ip  to  England and mo ed me and 

our f ig h te r  co n tro l aqua Aron to  a assail T illa g e  

*dght on the banka o f ffe# Hampshire Avon# I  d id  

n o t f i s h  th a t  r iv e r  a s  the t r e a t  season was e t i l l  

closed* feat 1 g h i l l i e d  o ic  dap- in  February f o r  a  

t i t l e  gentleman who owned salmon f is h in g  r ig h ts  

and helped him land  a 80 lb  salmon he ta d  taken 
on spinning g ea r.

In  April* o a r equation  moved to  an a i r f i e l d  

a t  Andover* l u s t  1 o r  § m iles from s toe Abridge* 

and the f e e t  liv e r#  t h a t  a  coincidence! t h a t  

a  s troke  o f f a te l  As soon a s  i t  was p o ss ib le , I  

was on a  bas to  the v i l la g e  and th a t  fa b le d  riv e r#

She h o te l  was there* j a s t  a s  in  the photographs 

l  had seen e a r l i e r  in  the B r i t is h  ang lin g  books#

She te s t*  n o t f a r  from the hotel*  ran  smooth and 

evenly* w ith  long  weeds* lim pid  a s  hair*  © bteuring 

the w hite l i a s  bottom# She r iv e r  seemed to  flow  a® 

i f  one la rg e  g la s s  m ss*  w ith  l i t t l e  d iffe ren ce  in  

depth from one bank to  the other* Close* you could 

lo ck  r ig h t  through it*  b a t  a  few s te p s  back and the 

smooth* even s u f f ic e  tam ed  in to  a sh in in g  m irro r th a t  

r e f le c te d  the sky and the t re e s  and the birds# 

look ing  in to  the r iv e r ,  X f e l t  the f is h in g  

tem ptation  as  X had never f e l t  i t  before o r s ince  

and h a r r ie d  back to the hotel#  X found o a t scon



16*

enough, m s  m tlm &river w&e p riv a te  f r e s  beginniag 

te  estuare»  except t e a t  tee  Xeekferà club  up s t r e s s  

s ig h t  p e rn it  a Gl tu fisfe ou i t e  fe u r  a l l e a  o f or* 

And i t  wua tru e l  I  » e t  tee  olub ceer© taxy thè ease ìgy 

and he te fo m ed  se  t e a t  due 'te te# r«p , thè elub  

laeaber© «ere a o t  ab le  te  g e t te  thè r iv e r  l a  aay 

auaber and t e s t  A asrleaa e o ld ie re  «ere in v i ta d  t , 

f i e b  thè r iv e r ì  l a  t e e l r  absenee* P ern iee lo a  g ran ted , 

thè v i a l t e r  had t e  abld® by elub  ru leo ; dry  i2 jr oaly  

u p a treaa  te  r ia l» «  t r e u t  o r g m y ling f b e a t f is h in g  oa 

thè m is te r  ase igaed  fo r  thè day o r  ovening; f is b ia g  

frem th è  teak  oaly  w ith no wadiagi and Jc illla g  o a l l  

£ iah  caagfct*

The eeeretery to ld  se  I eould eeme whaaever 1 

«aated* A ll 1 had te do wae te  report te  Kr* Baine, 

thè r iv er  iseeper, e t  b i s s a l i  cottage aear tee middle 

beat*

1 had breught m  eq u ip sea t from America» and ee 

purchaeed aa  S f t# %  t«o p leee r e i  tx®& a t&ekle shop 

l a  Aadetvr* X had a e t  muon ahelee l a  e e le c tie n  beeauee 

I t  « e  tee  oaly  m d  l a . tee  etere»  The fo la te  «ere e f  

tee  Bardy e p lz a l lc e iJU a t aad thè w lndiage, e leee  

•paeed tee  «hele  le a g te  e t  tee  rod l a  ty p ie a l  B ri t i  eh 

faahlea*  The a e tio a  waa sed lw *  mueh l lk e  Amerleaa 

rede*
t v

Mr* te in e  «aa a alee* e ld  aaav tu o i tu ra , y e t



1?*

frien é ly «  S t e ffo rc é  me eme ç f  the c lub  rodo» 

w ith  mrQ& mm 1 amé M il«  tapered  allie lime» b u t 

the m û  f a i t  top .à#avy* î t  wma about 10 f e e t  

lemi* le  eoulô  sesee X m s  a&sioua ta  try  my owm, 

s«* i t â  amé lernt me a f é a l  amé lim e amé k so tte d  

•11k w eis leader# X had a j  owm dry feh fro »  Glem 

Buckel* tur» Mima thou^ht they ae ra  w all tied» 

bu t ta© larisa f o r  tha river*  Ha mm & m m ll 
t i a  box w itr e r r e ra !  f a a t  p a tte ra e  i a  i t i  olive»*

1res bluea, ©ramé amé g in g e rq u illa  amé lelafcaum^ 
buttern«» im 12*a» 14*a amé lé*a*

fbe leokford water waa about four a ile «  lomg*
Xt waa divide* la to  ten beata» the m ü  auaber «a 

ttat æ aberebip  of the elub* Beat auabere were 
aafckoé en atakee ériven in te  the bask om both 
aléaa of the river* Balsa axplaimeé b a t  X mm 
mot to flah  un t i l  2  a&w & tro u t riaa*

Eenches vexe placeé alomg avaxy beat ao the 
fiehexsmm oould a i t  es theia amé w etch the  water 
f e r  the r ia is «  f iab . Se womder the Imgllah c a l i  
tilia» **Xbe oomtamplative aport***

I  a a t  amé waitaâ» my aja® gkmû to  the rivar*  

A fte r  a  ab o rt tim e, I  be «an to  ace awcllowe bue^im« 

tii© su rface  o f the river»  é i .. img éowo bare  amé t haré 

f o r  the f i r a t  f i l e s  ©f the featoh* îhen the r i s e a  

etarteé» alowly e t  f i r e t»  thmn fe s te r*  umt i l  I  coulé



a doses f i s h  feed ing  ia a e d ta te ly  above and

below is©. I  t r i e d  the c lo s e s t  fish*  He r e s t  and I  struok  

b a t too f a s t .  Another try  on ano th er f ie h  and I  lip p e d  

^ e  f i s h ,  lo s in g  the fly*  A fte r  a few more t r i e s ,  1 
f  lan k ly  go t one, a f i s h  o f about a pound and a half*

I  wa© © farting  to  throw more s lack , to  g ive the f ly  

a longer, n a tu ra l  f l o a t  befo re  any drag occurred* i t  

seensd b e t t e r  to  w ait a  second to  s e t  the hook a f t e r  

yon ©aw the r i s e ,  than to  s t r ik e  ia ae d ia te ly *  I  f ish e d  

©at ay whole b e a t and ra is e d  aany f i s h ,  bu t 1 only 

©aught one ©tlfcer s l ig h t ly  la r g e r  than the f i r s t*  

these  two f i s h ,  on ay f i r s t  day on the f e e t ,  

were the la rg e s  t  1 ever caught In  a bout 7 year* 

o f  fish ing*  lead in g  now, about how d i f f i c u l t  i t  

l a  to  ca tch  f a s t  t r o u t ,  because o f th e i r  "education" and 

w ariness, the c le a r  slow w ater, t h e i r  s e le c t iv i ty  and 

av ersio n  to  drag , 1 th ink  X d id  q u its  well*

-1 continued  to  f i s h  -the t e s t  through May and 

the f i r s t  p a r t  o f  Jnhe* X lea rn ed  to  s t r ik e  slow ly, 

to  s ta in  the f i s h  frost a  lew p o s it io n  cn one knee, and 

to  threw slack* X caught ssany "brace** o f brown t r e a t  

and a few g ra y lin g , a  f i s h  the  f a s t  f ly  f i s h e r  d ls ta ia e ,  

and c a l l s  "gray bob»* the  la r g e s t  f i s h  I ©aw th e re  was 

caught by ©Bother gentlenan  on a d i f f e r e n t  b ea t from 

n in e . X helped n e t  the f i s h  a f t e r  the nan fought i t  

fo r  son® 25 infantes on a a lso  16 orange quil*  i*hg f i s h



weighed one ©ano® lea© than 5 pounds.

the waj the British,, f i s h  > the f e e t  and o th e r  

chalk  s ¿reame i s  a good example of many fisherm en 

doing t h e i r  own th in g  in  t h e i r  own way* l o s t  A nerieans 

would n o t agre« w ith  the eyetern* and th e re  a r t  and 

have beam so®# B r i t is h  f ish « , non and w r ite r s  who 

thought the dry f ly  only ru le s  were a l l  w«t and 

proved i t*  low# Usees ru le s  have been modified*

I  understand* and some s la b s  have euoeumbed to  

l im ite d  sunk f l y  f is h in g  upstream*

W riting these  ¿ages# 1 am reminded again  o f 

the g en e ro sity  of the members o f the Leekford 

Club* 1 d o n 't  th in k  1 fu lly  ap p rec ia ted  the 

p riv e leg e  o f ftthhing the t e s t  when 1 was so yo mg*

Mr* Bains has departed* and as  1 su sp ec t sadly* 

so have many of the f in e  gentlemen 1 s e t  th e re  

during th a t  troub led  y ea r. But* i t ' s  always sad 

to r® fle e t on good tim es and good friends*



ó b a p ta r  XI

Afta Aftar tba mmr$ i  pursut d a & olleig«eéucation i s  

** «*at* ©f CM«# i  fcaUt «y f i r s t  basto© roa i » |
»»• %i»§ mor« and mor» fila«« X amw otas lasa asá 

laa#y feut @» @ur fA rst a titia g p  1 to ld  feia afeout fieb ln g  

tiia t e s t ,  s a i  1 tbougfat I aaw a taar la  b is  aya«

f is b ls g  #•*» du risg  ar r in g  asd so asa r barea&s 

wbaa X would b lto b  hika frena elavelaj&d ti Qarayllng 
©r Baldwin, i | i i i p | R

X bad ra tu rn ad  t© wat f ly  f is iú n g  s o a tly  w itb 

bucictails l a  tba ©arly p a r t  o f tba y a a r  amé m i l ,  

wla©#d wat p a t t a r a s  l a t a r  ©a* I  alway® « a rr ia d  é ty  

f i l a s  w itb s e ,  l a  ©asa a b&tcb ©amo ©o, b u t loo itlag  

baik  ©m l t f 2 ©as raaaabar irary faw f i r a t  r a ta  hatohaa 
diaria© d a y lig k t houra.

Wbat a d iffa ra so a  farsa tba B rltlafe w»y and t&a 

Aseando* fiara 1 wae abe r in g  tba rlw a r w itb  w@rm 

flsbaraaa»  ap la  fiabas;san* %&g flaba istaa  a sá  ©tber 

f ly  flab a raas«  fbay ©aaa and waat l a  f r o s t  ©f you 

a p e irsa a  asd  daws, fb# oslm aalty  was a lfa y a  tb© 

g ra s te r ,  tba o aa raa r tba Aaebla asd  s ty la«  1 f a a l  

'títet a o s t  Asaariaas f ly  f ia b a  armas womld l lk a  to f  lab  

f l s a r  ©r w i m  dry flf oaly , b u t tb a t  ©s a ll-eya tam e 

r iv e r a ,  tbay m is t ©-zapata w ítb  tfca l i r a  b a l t  ©r b a r d a r a  

flabaraasy  aod a© r a a a r t  t© la rg a  buokéiiXa. Osa



r a r e l^  st##® go od, hêaXthÿ h a tc itts  ou the se r iv e ra  

©ai even «fes» th e /  d© ocour, tfe® fisfc â© n o t seem to  
foed on the in s e o ts .

A fte r ©©liege, I  never acved f a r  fro n  the stid* 

w estern m étropo litan  a re a s  o f D e tro it , C leveland and 

üàieag©, and f o r  a t ia e  «as lim ite d  to  ©pening days 

a a i  we kendo o s the au Sambia, Per* M arquette, l i t t l e  

M anistee, the âeardaan and o th e r  r iv e r*  in  lioh lgan#  

Wità f l y f ©nly# e l th e r  buofctail o r  wet f l y ,  X «as 

©atehing ay f a i r  ©hare o f the re g u lä r  s ls e d  f ie h  m  

theoe river® , planter®  o r n a tu re l  spaw aers, bu t 
Ä f« %  «ould pu t in to  a 20 inoh f isà *

f e t ,  b ig  t r o u t  «are in  thés# river®  and leoa l 
f ly  f i s h e r s  eaught them regul& rly* f h e i r  s e c re t  «as 
n ig h t f ia b ia g  w ith  big, non-deao rip t b a i r  and fe a th e r  
f l i e s t  âx&&0 wet* f re d  :'.oemice, «as on® o f tbese  

lo u a i fiahem en* He Ü ved  in  P o v e ils , Miebigan, on 

the n o rth  branoè o f the Au Sambia* Ile, too , «as tr m  
Oleveland, bu t gave up the e i ty  l i f e  to  spenâ more 

t i s e  ©s a t r o u t  otreaa* le  and M e w ife opéra te  d 

" ïhe  i i s e s ” r e s ta u ra n t ,  and svery evening a f t e r  e lo s in g , 

?r#d  m s  on on® o f the branches ©f the au Semble o r  sons

o f the a n a lle r  ©retint n o t toc f a r  from home* Ile ra re ly  
f ish e d  during the ùsÿ time«

îhe re s ta u ra n t  vas a kind ©f m eeting place f o r  
manj le o a ls  ©f the area* Pred so ld  f l i e s ,  rode and



ree ls*  $wc s ix  o r  $even pound aoc tu rn s !  browns 
m tm co u n ted  on tte t w ell»

I  f ish e d  the no rth  branch quit® © l o t  beeauoe 

I t  had no canoe t r a f f i c  ©a i t  sad  because i t  was 

H y only* I  a to  every meal I  p o ssib ly  could l a  

h is  re s ta u ra n t  and would o ften  d r i f t  40 s tile s  ou t 

o f my way, hoping ho would in v ito  a#  w ith him on 

ono o f h is  evening*e eojuras* For a  w hiie I  f e l t  

a  n o n -re s id en t l ik e  my ©elf n ig h t g e t an in v i ta t io n  

tk* w hite house e a s ie r  than being in v ite d  to  one 

o f Fred*s h o tsp o ts , bu t he f in a l ly  d id  o f f e r  and 
1 accepted*

9# l e f t  the re s ta u ra n t  a t  about 9 p*a* and 

drove fo r  about 1/2  hour in  a downstream d irec tion*  

i t  the end o f a long pole fen ce , he stopped and 

turned  in to  a M a l l  ru t te d  road* fe  parked and 

walked about a q u a r te r  o f a  m ile towards the r iv e r ,  

fiter® was s t i l l  enough d ay lig h t l e f t  to  see our way 

over the ro t te d  tre e  stump© and t a l l  spreading  fe rn s  

the r iv e r  below was q u ite  f a s t  and i t s  sound Came 

to you befo re  you could see i t*  We clambered down 

the s teep  bank and s e t  on a f e l le d  trunk of a la rg e  

tree*  low, we w aited , fe  were w aitin g , Fred sa id , 

to  hear the f i r s t  sounds o f  the w hip-poor-w ill* He 

kep t looking  up in to  t i n  waning shy fo r  the f i r s t  

s ig n s  o f the “Caddis* hatch* Misnamed in  Michigan, 

the “Caddis** hathh i s  reah ly  the hatch  o f the la rg e ,



burrowing la y  fly*  fhesc  f l i t s  w il l  have a  « lag  

spaa o f about tiro isshe»* fhe nympho o f the epeeios 

a re  t a i l e d  wi&gler* and axe la rg e  enough to  be Impaled 

on a  hath  a@ l i r e  h a lt*  Ho o th e r  hatch  1» Michigan 

causea «a nuca e x o ita e n t among f ly  fiefcex»ea* Every 

t ro u t  i s  the r i v e r  « i l l  gorge them selves on these  

hap less  f l i e r # ,  and i t  i s  during th i s  time th a t  f i s h  

o f  over 5 and 6 pounds a re  taken* The f ly  ra re ly  

comes o f f  before ferie*

i’he l i g h t  was fad ing  f a s t  now, and the whip-» 

p o o r-w ills  were answering them selves up and down the 

riv er*  fhen, in  the rem aining l i g h t  o f the eky, 

t r o u g h  the t r e e s ,  we • saw the f i r s t  "caddla* f l i t s  

winging th e i r  way up stream* Fred sa id  i t  was 

time to  g e t in* He put me in  J u s t  a few f e e t  down 

from the t re e  trunk and he went down stream  some 50 

yards*
I t  was p itc h  black from the su rface  of the r iv e r  

to  the tops o f the t re e s , bu t you could hear the t ro u t  

sucking in  the "Gaddis** here and there* How ©acutely 

my hearing  had become! Robbed o f s ig h t ,  I  was l i s te n in g  

w ith  an in n e r ear* 1 s ta r te d  c a s tin g  to  the sounds, 

having mads sur® I  m s  f a r  enough in  the r iv e r  to  

d e a r  the back cast*  im m ediately, 1 had a s t r ik e ,  

the sound from the r i s e  to  the a r t i f i c i a l  1 uder and 

more voc ife rous than the re g u la r  euekÜ gs of the spent

n a tu r



a a te r a la .  1 laude d te® f l t e  ©f about 12 late®«* 

a&d e ta r te d  I»  ag ite#  I  waa a tó ia g  a y a e lf  wber® 

m m  te® 7 aad a m o te ra  1 n o ia a lly  eamght 4a w ater 

14ka te la  duriag  te® dayligfrt houra* wtea I heard 

ta it®  a la rg a  ooauaotea 4a te® v io ia l ty  o f ay f ly  aad 

a a t  te# hootli. a p i s *  X te d  a good f l t e  ©a j u i t  going 

«te^r 0® tep ©f te® water# I f  te  t e d a ' t  etayed a© high, 
X a ig ti t  teve  te d  kiit* bu t X l©«t kla*

X b réa te*  te #  14a# 4a t e  «teek  te *  f l y ,  ya* te® $  ' 

f í a t e  l i t e *  4® ay moute aadL te® f ly

m& m m  m é  mwas te#  ¡tetek . I  s iaed  te# l i g n t  

©ate te® w ater aaó tee r#  wer® a© more wCaádis% ílow»

X eouid  s«e P red’ s l i t e *  aov lag  up aad dona ©a te© baak 
aad X go t oo t aad joimá ki®. Ha d id n 't  d© 

b e t te r  tea® i  d id  aad w® w alted ba©& a l l e a t ly  

dodglag t t e  ro t i* d  te#« ateapa aad brótela®  te a  t a l l  
fa m a  a l t e  ©ur telgbs#

Biaaa teaa» 1 tea#  t r i a d  o te a r  a lg k t  flab ia®

©a te a  Au iambl«f te® i-are Kar%a®tte aad o te a r  r iv e ra  

l a  MleMga®. A fe »  t i a e e  i  teta® ea iig b t f l t e  ©ver te®

20 l a t e  te r r ie r *  I  w ¿ll a d a l t  t e a t  oa tees® water®* 

te la  1® tea  way t© g e t b lg  f l t e .  2 u t teer® la  a© 

aaab fo r  te® alghb to aajoy  tea® f l t e l a g  l a  d a y llte t»  

t e a t  ¿auck ©f w te t 1 fiafc f o r  seas» te  be goae, oa©« tea 

whip-*p© jiM e illa  begia t e a l r  assw erlag  aervloe*



Obapter 1 X1

I t  wae on toe s-ae water* toe n o rto  brancb @f 

too Au Sauble« to&t 1 f l r s t  t r i e d  'íoung* ® parllrl Qg t 

apidore* X e ta r te d  f ia h ia g  too f l y  too oaso l  
fisfced winged «rete asé  b a e k tü le *  l a  elower water»

I  would 3#rk too f l f  l a  l t o  down a tra s a  e otarse» and 
In  f á s t e r  «teter» X would l o t  l t  á r l f t  free ly *  J 

alwayo torew a tm lrly  t i g h t  l i a e  o© toa t  1 eould 

f e e l  too ® t r i^ o  oven wties X 6 0 itXán*t se© 'too <fXy 

o r  too aw lrl ©f toe arito* too f ly  perfora©* woll 

flros toe s t a r t ,  bu t g radual!?  l  a o tie e d  *& Inorease 

l a  too smount ©f so t ío s  wfeen too f ly  w&m d r l f t i a g  

f r e e ly  i a  any k iad  of«atoar* too lo ag e r too aatuaml* 

taroo m aaiafe á r if t»  too b o t te r  too rooulto*

Wito a t ig h t  liae»  too f ly  would i m  down w itoou t 

drmg fo r  s  e to r t  t iñ e ,  to sa  o to r t  to  ©roso over t© my 

sido  ao too lia©  b e l l ie d  l a  to# ©arreat* I  d ld  a o t  

l i t o , t o a t  p a r t  ©f toe ©aot and waa try in g  to ©bango 

i t*  1 wanted lo ag e r, n a tu ra l  d r i f t s  and o ta r te d  

tbrowing a  s la o r  l in o  w lto «S«»e in  toe ©aet, »»efe 

l i t o  1 d ld  f o r  toe T est t r e a t  w lto  to« dry f i y # 

fbi® top t to® f ly  Mover to a re  • longor in  toe oddioo 

©r p ie to to  o r  f l a to  1 road a# go©d bold ing  water*

1 astead ©f see tin g  e tre ig h t aereas, 1 otarte d 
©astiag up a X it t le , aoving toe rod t ip  tow&rd my



26,

t© ktep the l in e  t ig h t  to  s ig n a l th e  s t r ik e ,  

the© moving the rod  t i p  toward the o th e r  bank a» the 

lim e and the f ly  passed my le v e l  im th e i r  doom ©trema 

phaee o f the tr ip *  to  leng then  the amount o f  f re e  

d r i f t ,  when the e a s t  was sp en t, 1 would l e t  ou t l i n e ,  

the amount governed by the speed o f the water*

Of the th re e  c o lo rs , the g reen ,yellow  and orange,

1 and the f i s h  were p a r t i a l  to  the orange* I f  I  f ish e d  

stran g e  w ater anywhere, I  always s ta r te d  ou t w ith  th i s  

c o lo r , and would try  the ©there i f  i t  d idn* t work a f t e r  

a h a lf  hours* fish ing*  X b e lie v e , however, th a t  the 

th ree  e o lo rs  p re tty  w ell re p re se n t alm ost a l l  the eo lo rs  

o f  in s e c t  l i f e ,  nymph o r  emerging f ly ,  one might f in d  
on any stream  in  the country•

I  was so enamored o f these  p a r tr id g e  hackle f l i e s ,  th a t  

g radually  my f ly  box con tained  no th ing  bu t them in  

th ree  ©©lore and in  s is e s  from 0 to  14* My own ty ings 

o f them besoms even more s le n d e r and sparse  than the 
f i r s t  ones I  bought from Young#

1 gave up f is h in g  a l l  stream ers o r  b u c k ta ils  in  

d ay lig h t hours and r a re ly  t ie d  and used any more wet f l i e s  
w ith  any wings on them whatsoever*

%  confidence in  the s o f t  hackled f ly  gained each 

time 1 went o u t | I  could fo llow  other f ly  fisherm en 

down the r iv e r  who would f i s h  a  n ice  s t r e tc h  o f w ater 

w ithou t a s in g le  r i s e ,  and take f i s h  r ig h t  a t  t h e i r
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baeto* ¿ton they aafced w h a tI  used# î  would t e l l  the® 

$mû ttoy  would aea panaled# f to y  never t o n f i  ©f th© 

fly*  ftom 1 would givo the® a ©oupl© and in v a risb ly  

tto y  would eayw*i® th a t  a i l  there*s t© tto®?"

1 would f ia li  thè f ly  any tinte o f day ©a any water* 

a n i  m a  su rp rised  to  aee l t  ta to  t ro u t  ©ven during a 

to teh* îïom ally# th© a r r iv a i  o f a to te à  u su a iXy nana® 

th® end to  wet f l y  o r  nynphnfiehing* Hot so w ith  

tto a e  s o f t  lattei«®# W ithout kaowing « liât f ly  «a« cm 

thè water# 1 would use the yeliew  todlagf f ly  «ton the 

n a tu re l  lu s s e t  m a  v®ry l i g h t  o r  yellow , t to  orange 

bodieé f ly  »ton t t o  n a tu ra i  wae red d ish  o r  brown, and 

thè green boaied one wàen t to  n a tu ra i  wa© bine o r  dm  

o r  any o to e r  d ars  s to  de»

With a f lo a t la g  line#  the f ly  a s  Jmst tolow t to  

eurface o f t to  water* 1 eould eee thè r i s e  In  the fo ra  

o f a sw lrl o r  to lg e  In  t h e water# t o t  1 r e l ly  dldn* t  

hâve to  ©ee l t#  beeause 1 eould f t e l  l t  as  well* fh is  

was what 1 r e a l i  y l i t o  about the s o f t  haeteled ayeten*

îh e  e la sa lo  upatrema ayaph f ie h in g  metfedârrequire© 

toen  eyea lgh t watohing f o r  a "brown ehadow”, o r  "wink", 

a  bulge# a  tig h te n ln g  o f H e l in e  o r  le a d e r  o r  some 

o th e r  a y e te r lo u s , in tu i t iv e  neseage* lu t#  1 be lleve  a 

b lln d  aan eould  eueoeeefu lly  f ia h  ay f i l e s  in  H e oanner 
de^erlbed*



1% a fter  20 years  o f f ly  f is h in g , f ly  sa l
dry, upstream s a i  down, A m erica/ ami England, 1 h a i 

cerne hach te  a ei& ple, tw o-part f ly ,  body a n i game 

b ird  haokls, ami a  f ish in g  system th a t  m s  easy a n i  

p roductivo , s a t is fy in g  a n i  e s th e tic*

During the m art f i r e  y ea rs , however, i t  m s  to  

g e t even b e tte r*  Here * s why* I  d iscovered  e th e r  

s o f t  baoi&ed f l i e s  besides those made w ith  p a rtr id g e  

fea th ers*  X s ta r te d  f is h in g  w estern stream s w ith 

f a s t ,  ch a llen  r i f f l e s ,  even s u ita b le  to  the 

s o f t  hae&lsd f ly i  X bogan to f i s h  f o r  s te s lh o ad f 

and X m ad  Josh  sooft*s  booh, “Greased lime F ish ing  

f o r  Salmon1**



C hapter IV

Xa 1968, mwork essa  f re e  las««  in d u s t r ia l  

photographer took: an to  we s te ra  Wyoming* Idaho 

and Montana* I  had morar asen o r  finitosi the üuaaus 

r iv e r»  in  those s ta te s  befo re ; the Wind* Madison* 

fellow stone* Book Creek, G a lla tin e  Snake and o th e rs , 

fhe f ish e m a n , on f i r s t  s to in i  these  r iv e r s  i s  awed 

by th e i r  si»o  and »feed, the a l a r i  % o f the w ater, 

the ©perneas o f the v a lle y s  through whioh the stream s 

run and the b re a th tak in g  beauty o f the mountains a l l  
around#

Most of . th ese  r iv e r#  earn be deeerlbed  as  long 

r i f f l e s  from source to  .end* fhe river®  run " f l a t , H 

j u s t  barely  skimming the e a r th s  su rfa c e , except fo r  

canyons where f is h in g  i e  alm ost im possible* th e re  

i s  much i r t e  o r  open wate, to  fish*  th e re  i s  a  g re a t 

dea l o f f y  only w ater, and there  a re  r e la t iv e ly  few 

fisherman* In  a d d itio n , the average t ro u t  w i l l  be 

6 o r  7 inches longer than the average from the midwest 

o r  e a s t ,  and a  fo u r pound brown o r  rainbow barely  r a is e s  
an eyebrow*

1 have been lucky enough, s in ce  1968, to  f in d  work 

in  those s ta te s  and © rest f is h in g  p lansu re , on many 

s t r e  .as a t  l e a s t  tw ice every year* On ti*ese t r ip s
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1 have f ish e d  the s o f t  hackled f ly  alm ost ex c lu s iv e ly , 

b u t I  a u a t adm it try in g  ou t such lo c a l  

t r ia g e  as  the M tc h  creek# Mom ta rn  Rymph amé woely 

worms* Xhese a re  b ig , ugly# weighted f l ie s #  most 

o f whioh re p re se n t the p re y s le n t atone f ly  rnpmph 

e r  even the h e lg raa ite*  C asting them le  d i f f i c u l t  

and unenjoyable* Meet fisherm en th e re  e a s t  them 

upstream# r o l l  them down on the bottom l ik e  a worm 

and s e t  the hook when the l in e  stops »eying in  the 

curren t*  2fci# i s  n o t ay  p re ff r ro d  way o f f is h in g  

a fly#  so I  s tuck  w ith the s o f t  hack les and Improved 

the method of f is h in g  them a f t e r  1 read  «creased l in e  

f is h in g  f o r  Salmon« •

In  th i s  book# f i r s t  published  in  1935 and ju s t  

re c e n tly  re~issued# Joek Scott# the anther# t e l l s  

how a«H*£* Wood landed 3#490 salmon from 1913 to  

1934 on a S c o ttish  r iv e r  using  w a ll#  e l ia ly  dressed  

f i l e s  and a greased# f lo a t in g  line*

Mr* Wood's method of "mending*1 the l in e  to ino rease  

the n a tu ra l  f l o a t  o r  d r i f t  o f the f ly  was e r e c t ly  what 

X was looking fo r  to  e lim in a te  drag o r  b e lly in g  o f  the 

line#  and s t i l l  perm it ae to  f i s h  downstream and to  

f e e l  the r i s e  w ithou t the n e c e ss ity  o f see ing  i t*

With th i s  method# the fisherm an can f i s h  the f l y  

in  a  n a tu ra l  manner# the f ly  tra v e lin g  veay n ea r the 

su rface  and p re sen tin g  a s ide  view o f  i t s e l f  to the fish*
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the ®oi't haekled f l y f th© &©thod le  deadly
# f t  trout*

S© wliat 1« aead infi?  I t  l a  the l i f t i n g  o r  im ie iag  

o i  trouüeeeue*  o r  drag^ing, p ^ r t  ©f the lin® »ad 
tu ra in g  i t  upatre&n ©y down, «rithout r e e l ly  botIs i  tfee 

a©©ompl i  ©h the upo m i s  ©y d© >&s trém a f^endg 

y©» w m t ma© a  f lo a t in g  lia®* Inn s i ü  le e m  t© tàrow 

a elaek lia®# -I de th ie  %  throwing the lia®  hl«b* 

« a i t ia g  \m t i l  i t  1® fu l ly  ex te s  de dv thon drawing b&ek

©m i t  while i t  1® a t i l l  auependeâ» a© te a t i t  fall©  t© 
the Wâter ia  loose  **s<i ©urvee« '*-*■

toOfôt as3s.ll rivera w iil  require upetreau i«-ad, é?* '*
I

beeaiuse tfcere i s  usually aore fa e t  water beteeen yeu a a â ^ f ^ «
.. _  ■vo& tæ xr
th® fly*  Bat ©a large rivera , /©a ssay fia d  aueh elow - ^ r K ^ f a

\
water fe#twôea «»A the f l y ,  and th is  s itu a tio n  requlrX  J
_ «a . ...JL._„ ... A, I JFS L« «OTOitrwia a n « .  , J ,

I f  ti*® w ster you* re  f ia h is g
1 ^  
l a  a l i in  a  “é i i 8, th a t

1«, th® esse v é lo c ité  fro »  banl t© tank* then raending ia
n o t recu ired*

le n d isg  th® l ia «  « i th e r  up o r  âo«n 1® lik #  tu ra ia g  

th© pages i a  a  preelou© book from the the bottosu You 

d©n*t oorkserew m# page* bu t r s tb e r  tu m  i t  «a i a t  oaee, 

e t i f f  and l i f t e â  ©ver* Beld the rod hlgh# bu t p a x u lle l 

to  the  «a t i r  and tui& th© l in e  over, e i th e r  up s t r e s a  o r 

âown, cepending on where the drag ie* Xton't t iy  t© asend 

to© nuoh line*  Xn uoet eaeee, you w il l  n o t need aore thaa



10 o r  15 f» # t ,  m& w itb  a  h igh , f lo h t la g  •><*« 
w il l  a o t  f i m i  tisi® tao  d i f f ie u l t*

ds tìi# Ila® continue© down® trema, you a u e t keep 

©a msndimg» a» i#ag a  b drag oscure, u n t l l  thè c a s t  la  

f lsh e d  o u t * I o  holp you in  thè proseo», load  tb» 

l in o  w itb  your rod l a  i t o  dowastresm Jcurney and 

hold  i t  Migli so «hot«he ssad  a r ili  ooa# easy*

Witte tbe s o f t  hackled f ly  and «ho aendiitg method, 

hooking tbo fisfc i s  nlaost automati#« f i r s t f y o u a r i l i  

®oo tbo r i s o ,  o r  « v i r i ,  o r  sp lash  o r  bulge l a  thè w ater 

wboi# tbo f ly  i s ,  tben you w il l  fo e l tbo © oateet i a  

■fe# a e x t in s ta n  t« lo u  w i l l  kaow wbat do a i t a r  tfaia*

I t  Mas alvay# e e eme d to  m  «rat« dry f ly  f ls h in g  

i s  so n sld srsd  tb s  h igher a r t  o f t r e u t  f ie h ia #  and 

w st t  y thè lavar» beoause tb sro  sosas to  t e  aoro to  

do a to u t  tbo dry f l y .  l a  d*y f ly  f ie h in g , you bara 
tb® H o s tin g  l in a  and tbo n a tu ra i  flo& t. "Xou bave 

tbo l i n e r  le a d e r , tbe groa t e r  o ta lk in g , tb# M etter 

knowledge o f tlie f ly  e» thè w ater and tb# exac t ia i»  

% tion» Moro a r t  and more so lenne, bonos groa t e r  

p loasuro? aaybe? l u t ,  tbe s o f t  b a e tlsd  f ly  fisb o d  

wltb' a  H o s tin g  l in o ,  and mended u p s trea a  and down, 

w itb  f in e  te rm ina l taok le  g ives tbe most o o p b ie tio a ted  

d*y f ly  fio b eraan  p lon%  to  do in  tbe art©  and ©oienoe 
dopartaen t, and a l o t  more to  fe i .  in  tbe fon departm ent.
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flier# i s  fl* a%  o f proof« the s o f t  hackled

f ly  your^ temp tin g  the t r e a t  a g re a t deal more ©f the 

t ie » ,  lea* re  tempting b igger trea t«  those th a t  don ‘ t  

l ik e  to  expose them selves to a hole la  the su rfsee  o f the 

r iv e r  every time seme minute In se c t oemee f lo a t in g  down« 

And w ith the s o f t  hackled fly« yea roue# the ra p a c ity  

Of the  most le th a rg ic  treat«- and he411 oome charging 

from a g re a t d is tan ce  o r  depth to »natch th a t  t.*.in% 

away from you* ( m e  take when f is h in g  t e e e  f l i e s  and 

th is  method i s  powerful and extrem ely physical*

In  dry f l y  fish ing«  the t ro u t  w ith  no r e a l  urgency

In to  the fish y  and the b a t t l e  between f i s h  and fisherm an 

ensues« With the s o f t  hackled fly« the t r o u t  throws 

cau tio n  to  the wind« because hs*s n o t a f r a id  to  move 

under the w ater and opcode to  the f ly  w ith urgency« 

s o t t in g  i t  in to  I t s e l f *  fhe co n ta c t 1® more v io le n t  

and forcefu«- because I t  was the tro u t* s  dec ision  and 

n e t  the fisherman*s«

. Upstream f is h in g  w ith a weighted o r  unweighted 

nymph can be- compared in  the same way« the fisherm an 

watches fo r  the s l ig h te s t  hesitan cy  o f the l in e  o r  

leader« o r  h in t  in  the water* and tig h te n s  the l in e  to 

s e t  the hook« fe e l in g  no th ing  u n t i l  th a t  has been {accomplished*

,ur Mneâ t twrwr* reaches f o r  the f ly ,  i f  i t  i s  s t r a ig h t   
over h is  head, but i t  i s  the fisherm an who ee t^ th e  hook



in
and i t  ime been©baerved by fiehimg w riterc
tfc&t two and ter©# or «ore É iffe ren t kinde # f nympha 
oan b# h a te h in g  f7 $ a  th è  a sso  v o ta r  * ia » i -fen««an » iy t

Any a t t e a p t  t© A li ta te  any ap e o if ie  nyepli o r  dun» 

wonld Beva to  l i a i t  te© apponi to  tee  t r o u t  by te© 

ex ac t im ita  tion# Shla le  wfay i  bave never m td  o r  

e liev ed  in  tho liard bodied nympha » t h e f i a t t e n e d  

iM itatiom s o r  rubber modled orna©# fo me# teey look 

•acaetly l i s o  l i f e l e a e  im ita  t i  ©na and 1 *© sur® th t  t ro u t  
f e e l  th» ©ama vay#

soy ewnk fly«  to  be good« xaust transfo im  i t a e l f  

in  thè w ater ia to  oometein* o live«  aomething suggestive 

Jted laoving« aesi©thiag t e s t  look© good to  ©at. v

¿MaHUtot» d i f f e r e n t  in  tha w ater tha» i t  dota 

©nt ©f i t*  'Sha te s t  m $to demone t r a  te  th ia  i e  t© look 

a t  thè e o f t  kaokled f ly  dry« thea v a t  i t  and take ano ther 

look# Sha tra n a fo ra a tio n  ie  ammala*# Sha e o f t  p a r tr id g e  

o r  anipe o r a ta r l i a g  fa a th a r  w ith  i t e  tepored barbale® , 

ao ld  teemaelvee a g l in e t  tpe body w ith  tee  t ip a  away and tav» 

a rd  te e  t e l i  o f  tee  fly# Siero i e  a  n a tu ra i  luap  o r 

t tm m x e r ta  t e i  a t  tee  f ro n t  ©f te© fly«  by reaaon o f tee 

tap e rin g  o f  tee  barbulea« tee  te io k e r  and a la a a r  t© 

tee  s te n  o f tee  fe a th e r  than a t  tee  tipa#

F lo a tin g  n& tuzally down atream« v i t e  no aovement from 

te© fiahaaaaiit teeee bnrbulea d o s e  in  and ©ut« equina a ¿sa ine  t  

tee  body o f tee  fly» and re a o t in  a l i f e l i k e  way t©
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All of the above was written during the latter iponths of 1972^

and I believe that much of what I said 

to be true. JfiBOE&BesBpcsxx Since that time, however, I have 

read, "Nymphs” by Ernest Schwiebert, published in 1973. , which

of this book and admiring the EBkxRadkxx the beautiful, colored 

plates of various nymph species, I came across the plate ; of 

caddis larvae. The green, gold, yellow,aaas±x brown and oragne 

of the slender bodies, the sm all, drooping wings and the Sx̂ ppypcx 

long, floppy, hanging legs of the nymphs

Leavfing through the pages of this book and admiring the beautiful, 

color ed plates of various nymyph species, I came across the 

plate of caddis-isHbraef I was struck by what I sa w ....th e  green, gold, 

yellow, brown and orange of the slender bodies,; the sm all, drooping 

wings and the long flopyy, haning els of the nymphs, fcttaax If tft&s&x

"These are soft hackles", I thought.. .  .the 

closest thing I ever saw in print of a living nymph, to the soft hackle 

flies I had been using so well for so long.

Hungrily, I read through the taHX&aptepgc three chapters on the caddis 

and microcaddis. Schweibert said there were hundreds of species 

of these insects and that they were to be found just about anywhere.

He believed them to be the "most numberous of the qaquatic insects



extant in American trout waters, making their availability

factor relativdy high". The class of instects, he said , were

more hardy than the mayfly class and less susceptible to polllution

and pesitcides. He alsoxairixx hinted ;that the caddis is better fished

a s axsrex shallow sunk fly than as a dry, vtsxxx because the dry was

haooix difficult to immiatate as a fluttering insect on or above the

water asxxx and that it was easier to imitate the swimming pupae,

which were easteax more easily caught by the trout.

Schweibert's aad^ciakSiteBiBfc^d^g lis t of die artificial sysa$fcsx

caddis nymphs xEtmxxxlxxkxx include almost all of the patterns
ju his

Almost all of the artificial caddis nymphs in tfcase chapters are 

tied with partridge, grouse and sim ilar bird, soft hackles, and 

Mr. Schweibert pays respe ctto  the earilier british , and norih 

country angling writers who wrote about them more than 100 years 

ago.

After seeing hsi paintings of the caddis nymphs and reading
■‘'«I*

his clear and Hkaxbdecxx sane ^sentences about them, I feel I 

have toxKHBasDdx ammend my own fax impressions of what the 

soft hackle flies do, in fact, imitate, and thank him fro being 

gysrayawirv "crazy” enoguh to write a book like that.
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Qhapter V

»fiat i s  i t  about the s o f t  haek led  f ly  th a t  has 

le d  a f ish e rs» »  l ik e  m yself to  give up e n t i r e ly  the 

use o f  a l l  o th e r  san i f l i e s  in  f ish in g  fo r  tro u t?  

What sp e c ia l appeal does i t  have? Whet Sees i t  

re p re se n t o r  im ita te ?  «hat makes i t  ae u n iv e rsa le

th a t  aoaetim es i t  f is h e s  J u s t  a s  w ell during a hatch

„  »itfcout *MT O j.Ì iU b iM Ì \V
ff” I I I J

f i r s t»  X te lleve  the f ly  suggests any of the fo u r / l J u  

types o f nymphs o r  th e i r  duns o f the epheneroptera}

the o rd e r o f in s e c ts  g en e ra lly  considered  to  be o f the 

most in t e r e s t  to  f ly  fishermen* In  the order» th ere  

a te i  1* f i a t  o r  d in g in g  nymphs such as  the Hatch 

Brown) 2* swimming nymphs such as the  Pale Evening 

Bunt 3* craw ling  nymphs such as  the Blue-Winged 

O livej and 4* burrowing nymphs such a s  the "wiggler* 

o f  the la rg e  Michigan May fly*

fhe v ario u s nyrngtoa p re fe r  d i f f e r e n t  kinds o f bottoms 
0«.

from mud to  sand to stone to  la rg e  f l a t  rocks» and 

botiamo with weeds and without* the shapes o f the 

nymphs d i f f e r  considerab ly ) some logg and slender» sene 

sh o r t  and f a t  and some wide and fla tte n e d *  some r iv e r s  

can a c tu a lly  produce a l l  fo u r kinds in  a very few feet»


