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Introduction

The-term,--soft-haekled fly;~and-title-of.this book .

The term, soft hackled fly, is used generically throughout this
wingless,
book, and applies to a class of sub-aquaﬁshs flies, the hackles of
mostly 4
which come}' from meme birds such as partridge, woodcock, grouse ,

@ snipe and starling.
No dry fly fisherman has challenged me to write it, It is being
written because tbe soft hackled fly and the mending method of
fishing it, outling;%‘in the book, are rarely, if ever, discussed

A

in magazines or in angling literature published in America.

The author has never seen the soft hackled fly used by any other

fisherman. This observation has been made on many of the finest

and most famous trout waters of the courtry. And although mending

is now popular with some steelhead fishermen in the west, it is
generally

not/used by trout fishermen using the sunk ﬂ);.

The soft hackled fly is not.mss-to be easily found in even the best-

stocked fly shops in the country. Yet, the flies are easy and quick

to tie from easily obtainable materials,. And the mending method

of fishing the l;y is so simple that a beginner can learn it immediately

...and a dry fly purist, depending on how dry he is, a little longer.




T2

The book is also written for many of the older, dry fly fishermen

I have met who embraced the sport late in 11fe. {n a three day
‘M, {r(_,{, /{L,i« 2

fishing school in Vermont, ,A-spen or W

men learned to fish dry, but lost a great deal of fishing fun by

not learning how to fish a surkfly downstream.

Because the soft hackeld fly is nymph-like, the book may help
practiced and

to show/mmx would-be nymph fishermen a new wayfo

fishJeksex their favorite nymph patterns, or to try the soft
hackled flies instead. The instructions here eliminate the

gmigeen-for the average fly fisherman to be an
amateur entymologist, He need not know the flifference between
a stone fly nymph and and a small myay fly numph, He can
forget emergence dates, e fly se:s’:, ?x?a(liturlty or immaturity.
And he can travel from one stream to antoher, east or west,
andjmmx enjoy W the sport as it was meant to be enjoyed
in the bemnmg. . ~without cult, nexswexritual and mystery.

A

Because history is important and interesting to many fly
fishermen, the book also traces the evolution of theziR soft
hackled fly in angling literature. The repeated sicoveries of the

mention of them in the most highly regarded books on fly fishing

is quite remarkable.




Yes, even in the first english word written about fly fishing, st

a soft hackled fly, the Donae fly of sister Berners, is the first

of twelve in her list, Thsecgee With /s% noble a beginning, it is

the purpose of thds book, to restore the soft hackle to its
rightful placc;g

With-se-neble-a-beginning;-the-soft hackled iy should be-vestered -




I saw my first soft hackled flies some fifteen years ago in Paul H.
Young's tackle shop in Detroit, Michigan. The flies were simple, yet

extremely attractive; drab, yet enticing. The slender bodies were of

silk floss in any of three colors; ortange , yellow and olive green. At the

head of each fly was a partridge hackle, wound very sparsely.around the
hook. Lying there together, mixed in the bosx, the flies looked alive and
natureal and very much luke real insects, due mostly to the minute, fsreckled
markings on every barbule of the partridge hackles.

CYoung ctatkedcthexftiox named the flies
















Glen didn't pay too much attentoion to me and went right on

tying the flies. kinshsiniosepdbuphmex Feeling like an intruder,

I inched closer to him. He was waiting for me to speak first, I

dont know why, but I felt embarrasedd. I started asking SﬂI;V, ;elementary
questions about fly tying and fly fishing.

etk L ike any professional/s attitude

towards the rank hfj;’e, 'Glen was so bored, he couldnt answer,

4

I got nothing out of him eﬁcept the suggestion to visit the main branch
of the public libary in Downtown Cleveland where I could;find all
the inform mation I wanted on fly tying and fly fishing.

Before I left the shop, however, ;I bought fifteen or twenty eents
w orworth of hooks and white and yellow chicken feathers for the
white bass flies,

The first tyings were terrible.




rewrite page 8 and 9 and etc.

Coming into beee this shop, or , more precisely, when I opened

the door, I steepped into a wrold which Thad never known

Thatever
Whatever itxwaxx the mysterious elements playing on my mind

in that room

Inside, framed colored prints of trout, salmon and fishing scenes
hung on the wall. Black and white photos showed a smiling glen
and other fishing friends standing near streams and fi ing in them.
Two barber char;irs were on the left, and if, as customers sat in
them, they could look to the other wall, where hung long, glass cases fiilled
with trout flies, bass flies and even fully dressed salmon flies.

Glen Buckel had no customers and was bent over a vise on a table
in the back of the room. Here, too, were the cabinets and closetls which
contained huge stocks of fly tying materials. Rod cases, sections of bamboo
rods in various stages of completion leaned in a corner of the room, for

I found out later, Glen made bamboo rods from raw cane.

At that point= mu,%@}ie, I was 16 or 17, I know now that 1 &
the of my life, /
¥ first maJor featiitkicxx romantic experience.” It was love at first
~. and difficult to explain.
sight. It is hard to say,what and how I was in love with. For, I had never

before seen a trout fly, a trout, a trout stream or exx read a sigle

word about them.,
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rewrite page 8

The shop was small with a large window on each side of the

door. One windo had a display of fly tying-materials-and-there—
ede-framed. white-card

One window had a display of fly tying materials; packages of hackles,

tinsels, hooks, furs, chenilleg dmmxx paired wing quills and other

fly tying materials. The other window had a framed large card

on which was attached all the materials required for a dry Quill

Gordon, The fisbaisex finished Gordon was also stuck to the card,

and I wondered how a feather, piec3e of quill and slips of yellow

wood duck could be turned into such a beautiful work of ard.

colored

Inside, kxxmisxsom frame dgvprmts of trout,anktxmmx salmon

and fishing scenes hung on the wall Blac k and white photeso showed
a smiling

A
s ,,ﬁx(}len and Xxingdxx other f1fsh1ng friends ixivadesex standing near

and

streams, fishing in them. BTwo lprber chairs were on the left, and
A

, as customers sat in them, they could look to the other wall, where

F

hung long, glass cases filled with trout flies, bass flies and even
fully dressed salmon flies.
Glen Buckel had no customers and was bent over a vise on a table

insthe back of the room. Here, too, were the cabinets and closets /4
Rt cpidie , A
which contained huge stocks of ﬂy tymg mater1als. Glen didn't pay — Ko
f; ? ISP : )y 5o G {‘_‘: of s q 4_,‘ “W,/.-,,,l /W 7 i
to much attentmn to me, and I couldn't blame hfm, for it was obv1ous from

my worn sneakers and shabby clothes that I wasn‘t commg in the shop |

Aolgfiay, L) O Bt

VP

to be outfltted for a slalmon f1sh1ng expedltlon.
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Rewrite page 34 Chapter V 36

All of the above was written during the latter months of 1972
Inciheorestobapterkax and I believe that much of what I said
to be true. xHmwlvergxsxx Since that time, however, I have
read, "Nymphs' by Ernest Schwiebert, published in 1973. , which

Leafing through the pages

of this book and admiring the sskomerkxx the beautiful, colored

plates of various nymph species, I came across the plate ; of
caddis larvae. The green, gold, yellow,znkx brown and oragne

of the slender bodies, the small, drooping wings and the Rropprgxx
long, floppy, hanging legs of the nymphs

Leavfing through the pages of this book and admiring the beautiful,

color ed plates of various nymyph species, I came across the

plate of caddis-ta¥vasr I was struck by what I saw....the green, gold,

yellow, brown and orange of the slender bodies,; the small, drooping

wings and the long flopyy, haning els of the nymphs. ¥thmx If tivixeecx
"These are soft hackles", I thought....the

closest thing I ever saw in print of a living nymph, to the soft hackle

flies I had been using so well for so long.

Hungrily, I read through the twesohmpterex three chapters on the caddis

and microcaddis. Schweibert said there were hundreds of species

of these insects and that they were to be found just about anywhere.

He believed them to be the "most numberous of the qaquatic insects




extant in American trout waters, making their availability

factor relativdy high". The class of instects, he said , were
more hardy than the mayfly class and less susceptible to polllution
and pesitcides. He alsoemisxx hinted ;that the caddis is better fished
as amux shallow sunk fly than as a dry, wisxxx because the dry was
fxstx difficult to immiatate as a fluttering insect on or above the
water xxxx and that it was easier to imitate the swimming pupae,
which were exsterx more easily caught by the trout.

Schweibert's smitfichicfkiosaimdging list of the artificial mumphsx
caddis nymphs xboosixakxx include almost all of the patterns

ju his

Almost all of the artificial caddis nymphs in ti&&=e chapters are
tied with partridge, grouse and similar bird, soft hackles, and
Mr. Schweibert pays respe ct to the earilier british , and north
country angling writers who wrote about them more than 100 years
ago.

After seeing hsi paintings of the caddis nymphs and reading
his clear and Binoddexxx ;ane veentences about them, I feel I
have to xmmEmEx ammend my own £xx impressions of what the

soft hackle flies do, in fact, imitate, and thank him fro being

Exxxypanx 'crazy' enoguh to write a book like that,







