










































































Chapter IV

Im1968, my work as a free lance industrial photographer took

me to western Wyoming, Idsho and Montana, I had never seen or fished
the famous rivers in those states before: the Wind, Madison, Yellowstone,
Roek Creek Gallatin, Snake and others. The fisherman, on first seeing those
rivers is awed by their size and speed, the clarity of the water, the opevess
of the valleys through which the streams run and the breathtaking beauty of
the mountains all around,

Most of these rivers can be described as long riffles from source
to end. The rivers run "flat", just barely skimming th earth's surface,
except for canyons where fishing is almost impossible. There is much free
or open water to fish. There is a great deal of fly only water, and there are relatively few
{ishermen, In addition, the average trout will be 6 or 7 inches longer than the
average from the midwest or east, and a four psund brown or rainbow barely
raises sn eyebrow,

I have been lucky enough, since 1968, to find work in those states
and great fishing pleasure, on many streams at least twice every year. Un these
trips, I have fished the soft hackled fly almost exclusively, but I must admit
trying out such local "western" tyings as the Bitch Creek, Mountana Nymph and
wooly worms. These are big, ugly, weighted flies, most of which represent
the prevalent stone fly nymph or even the helgramite., Casting them is

difficult and unenjoyable, Most fishermen there east them upstream, roll them




down on the bottom like & worm and set the hook when the line stops moving
in the current. ;§his I8 ot my preferred way of fishing the fly, so I stuck
with the soft hackles and imprved the method of fishing them after I read
"Greased Line Fishing for Salmon",

In this book, first published in 1935 and just recently re~issued,
Jock Scott, the suthor, tells how A,H.E, Wood landed 3,400 salmon from 1913 to
1954 on a Seottish river using small, slimly dressed flies and s greased,
floating line.

Mr., Wood's method of "mending™ the line to increase the
satural float or drift of the fly was exactly what I was looking for to
eliminkate drag or bellying of the line, and still permit me to fish downstream
and to feel the rise without the necessity of seeing it.

with this method, the fisherman can fish the fly in 2 natural

manner, the fly traveling very near the surface and presenting a side
view of itself to the fish,

With the soft hackled fly, the method is deadly for trout,

So what is mending? ¥t is the lifting or raising ofgsbe troublesome,
or dragging part of the line and turning it upstream or down, without really
moving the fly. To accomplish the upstream or downstream mend, you
must use a floating line, You must learn to throwns slack line, Ido
this by throwing the line high, waiting until it is fully extended, then drawing
back on it while it iz still suspended, so that it falls to the water in lcose

"s" curves., The beginning fly fisherman, who hasen't yet learved how

to throw a tight, straight line, ean learn to mend immediathly.




Most small rivers will require an upstream mend because
there is usually more fast water between the fisherman and the fly,
But ou large rivers, the angler may find much slow water between him
and the fly, and this situation requires a downstream mend,

If the water is all in 2 "sheet”, that is the same veloeity from
bank to bank, then mending is not required,

Mending the line either up or down s like turing the pages
of a precious book, From the boltom. The pages should not be
corkscrewed, but rather turned all at once, stiff and lifted over.

The rod should be held high, but parallel to the water. There is no
need to mend 0o much line, In mest cases, a ten or Iifteen foot

mend is all that is requirved. With a high, floating line, this will

not be too difficult,

As the line continues downstream, the angler muck keep
on mending, as long as drag ccours, until the cast is fished out,
To help in the process, lead the line with the rod in its downstream journey
and hold it high so that the mend will come easy,

With the soft hackbed fly and the mending method, hooking
the fish is almost automatie. First, the rise, or swirl, or splash or bulge
will occur where the fly is and the acton will be relayed to the angler,
He will know what to do after this,

it has always seemed to me that dry fly fishing is considered




the higher art of trout fishing and wet fly the lower, because there seems

to be more to do about the dry fly. In dry fly fikhing, there is the floating
line and the natural float., There is the finer leader, the greater stalking,
the better knowledge of the fly on the water and the exact {mitation,

More art and more science, hence gresater pleasure? Maybe? But,

the soft hackled fly fished with a floating line, and mended upstream

and down, with fine terminal tacide gives the most sophisticated dry

fiy fisherman pleaty to do in the arts aad science departments, and

a lot more to feel in the fun department.

There is plenty of proof, The soft hackled fly tempis the trout
& great deal more of the time. It tempts bigger trout, And it rouses the
rapacity of the most lethargie trout to cause him to charge from a great
distance or depth. That's why the take when fishing these fijes is powerikl
and extremely physical,

In dry fly fishing, the trout with no real urgency reaches for the
fiy, if it is straight over his head, but it is the fisherman who sets the
ook into the fish, and the battle between fish and fisherman easues,

With the soft hackled fly, the trout throws caugion to the wind, because

he's not afraid to move under the water and speeds to the fly with urgeney,

setting it into itself, The contact is more viclent and forceful, because it

was the trout's decision and not the fisherman's,
Upstream fishing with a weighted or unw@ighted nymph can be
compared in the same way. The fisherman watches for the slightest hesitancy

of the line or leader, or hint in the water, and tightens the line to set the







Chapter V

What is it about the soft hackled fly that has led s fisle rman like
myself to give up entirely the use of all other sunk flies iu fishing for
trout, What special appeal does it bave? What does it represent or
imitate, if agything, at all, What makes it so universal that sometimes
if fishes just as well during a bateh, as without one; and fishes well
on moet trout streams of the country,

Edider British writers, by the score, (as the reader will see
in the next chapter) praised the soft hackles. They were included in many
lists of killing flies as genernl flies, meaning that they had no counterparts
in insect life. It was a good fly, they sald, but they dida)t know why.

Even G, E, M, Skues, who led the revolt against the use of dry

fly only on southern British chalk streams, appareatly did not know why,

353 his "Way of a Trout with a Fly"”, first published in 1921, be said, "Fished

directly upstream, a wet fly (whether winged or not), which is hackied

with a stiff cook's hackie, has thrown away one of its chief advantages,

the mobility of the hackle, In fact, one might be inclined to think that,

& haokle were not needed to break the fall or to suggest life, such a fly

might beet be dressed wtthout a hackie., A hen's hackle, or a small bird's
hackle, would respond to every movement of the current, and would thus

suggest an appearance of life in action, which is very fascinating, The Yorkshire
hackles and Stewart's famous trio of "spiders, ' so called, are based on this

theory. What these flies really represent cannot always be certainly predicated,




Doubtiess the hackles fn some cases suggest the wings and legs of hatched-

out insects, drowning or drowned and tumbled by the current, and in others

they suggest come nondesoript, struggling subagueous creature, In either
case the mbbility suggests iife,"

“"Life"” of what order or class of insects, .. emphemera (mayfly)
or trichoptera {caddis)?

My aanswer to this question when I was working on this part of the
book in 1972, was the ephemera.

1 was convinced the soft hackled fly suggested any of the four types
of nymphs or their duns of the mayfly famfly. ..the order of insects
generally considered to be of the most interest to fly fishermen., In
the order thatomre: 1. flat or clinging nymphs such as the March Brown;
2, swimming nymphs such as the pale evening dun; 2, ecrwling nymphs
such as the biue-winged olive; and 4. burrowing nymphs such as the
wiggler of the large Michigan May fly.

The varfous nymphs prefer different kinds of bottoms from mud
to sand to stone to large flat rocks, and bottoms with weeds and without,
The shapes of the nymphs differe considerably; some long and slender, some
short and fat and some wide and flattened, Some rivers can actually produce all
four kinds in a very fow feet, and it has been observed by many fishing wilises
that two and three or more different kinds of nymphs can be batching from the
same water simultaneously,

This hatching occurs, entomologists say, whea the aymphs swallows




water or air; or both to expand its muscies and split the outer skin
slong the top of the thorax, This ean happen on the surface or underneath,
in which case the new dun elevates to the surface in some sort of gas
balloon which keepaps Mm dry. At this point, we have an unwets or
dry cdun actuslly submerged! I believed this was the reason why the
sunk soft haokled fiy was taken so well during a hateh,

All of the above, a8 I said, was written during the latter months
of 1972. Since that time, however, I have read, "Nymphs" by Ernest

Schwiebert, published in 1873,

Les#ing through the pages of this book and admiring the beautiful,

color plates of various nymphs, salarged four times, I came across the
plate of caddis pupae. I was struck by what I saw, ..the green, gold, yellow,
brown and orange of the slender bodies; the small drooping wings; end

the long floppy, hanging legs extending beyond the ends of the bodies!

“These are soft hackles"”, I thought...the closest thing I ever saw in

print of a lwing aymph, 1o the soft hackle files I had been using sc well

for so loang.

Hungrily, I read thrpughtthe three chapters on the caddis and
mirerocaddis, Schwiebert said there were hundreds of spoles of the
insects and that they were to be found just about anywhere. He believed
them to be the "most numerous of the aguatic insects extant in American

trout water, making their availability ; factor relatively high",




In this opservation, Schwiibert agreed with J. R. Harris, "An Angler's

Entomology”, first published in England in 1962, who said, "Caddis-Flies,

Sedge-flies, or as they are often called in Ireland, Rafls, form numericlily

the largest of the three main groups of water flies. They belong to the order
Trichoptersa.

", .o Caddis~flies differewidely in their development from both
stone flies and eplgiineroptans in oue obvious respect. The two latter
orders pass from the egg to & larval stage and then o & winged stage.
But caddis-files pass from the egg to the larval and then through & pupsal
stage before they assume a winged form."

Not only were there more of them, (caddis flies), Schwisbert
satd, but that they were more hardy than the mayfly class and lesa
susceptible to pollution and pesticides. He also hinted that the caddis »
is better fished as a shallow sunk fly than as a dry, because the dry
was difficult to imitate aa a fluttering insect on or above the water and
that it was easier to imitate the swimming pupae, which were more
easfily caught by the trout,

Almost all of the artificial caddis pupae in his chapters are
tied with partridge, grouse and similar bird, soft backles. And Mr.
Schwiebert pays respect to the eariier British, and British North
Country angling writers who wrote about them more than 100 years ago,

After seeing his paintings of the caddis pupae and reading his

clear and sane sentences about them, I knew I had to ammend my own




thinking about what the soft hackle flies do, in fact, imitate, and thank him
for being "erazy" enough to write a book like that,

Ephemera or Trichoptera? Or both?

with so many different may fly aymphs and their duns; and
now with so smagy different caddis pupae in the waier at the same time, it
seems impossible to {imitate any specific one when fishing the sunk fly.
This 18 why I have never used or belived in the hard bodied nymphs, the flattened
imitations or rubber molded ones, Any attempt o imitate any specific
nymph or dun, would seem to lim it the appeal to the trout by the exact
imitation. This is the basic difference between dry fly fishing and sunk fly
fishing. It is & very different kind of ball game, Fishing on top, the angler
wants the exact imitation because he can see what fly is up. Fishing under
the surface, the angler wants the barest resemblance to the dogzens of
different kinds of nymphs or pupae, because he can never see or know
what is really happening down there,

Any sunk fly, to be good, musttBansform itself in the water into

somsthing alive, something suggestive and moving, something that looks

good to eat. Such a fly looks different in the water than it does out of it.

The best way to demonstrate this is to look at the soft haokled fly dry,sthen
wet it and take another look.

The transformation is amazing!

The soft partridge or saipe or starling feather with its tapered
barbules, mold themselves agatns the body with the tips away and toward

the tail of the fly. There is a natural lump or thorax created at the front




of the fly, by reason of the iapering of the barbules, the thicker

and closer to the stem of the feather than at the tips,

Floating saturally down stream, with no movement from the
fisherman, these barbules close in and out, squirm against the body
of the fly, and react tn a lifelike way to every little kind of pressure,

Without wings, the fly has no top or bottom, and will
look the same to the fish no matter what side is up. Frequently, a trout
caught on the fly will have the hook in his top 18p with the bend point
up instead of down.

The soft hackled {ly also can be described as not anymph still,
2ot & dun yot; not a pupae still, not an aduit cadidis yet. The hackle
berbules are really too loag and too soft and too many to represent
the six legs of the nymph. The hackle barbule could suggest dun wings
just as they are eracking open during emergence, On the caddis
pupae, they definitely could suggest the longer legs, and drooping wings,
They might even suggest the mature fiy, fluttering on top the surface,

On any soft hackled fly, it is obvious, however, that the hackle
is everything. It must do all the work to make the fly so successful, To
prove or disprove this, emme day, I'm going to fish the fly with hackle

caly. The reader will have to wait to hear the results of this epperiment.




Chapter Vi

Oue gets a parttoular delight in finding the mention of his peculiar
wap of fishing; his favorite fly or group of flies; his most beloved
river; or anything sbout the subject of fly fishing akin to him; in angling
literature, The more often one sees the refersunce, the more ho knows
he is on the right track himself, He can say, "see, so and so has said
it and it must be right". The older the literary reference, the more
excited and elated {s the belwider. The more reversd or pomilar or
championed is the writer, the more convinced is the reader, 1t is
the search for the agreement that causes this and it {8 true vot only in
fishing, but in other sports, as well,

Whean I first started fishing the soft hackled fly, I didn't know what
deep and oppulant water I was wading in. First, I thought Young invented

the fiy,a 82 be, was aceredited with the invention of the Strawman nymph and

the midge rod. Dumb me! Neo one invents flies or styles, they are evolved,

developed, borrowed, adopted, adapted or stolen. I know that now, because
from the earliest known work on angling to some of the most recent there
is frequent meation, yes, even whole books, of an on the soft hackle,

In fact, a search roveals so much mention and stteation to it,
that I have been puzzled why this small group of flies hasa’t prospered more
in Amerfcan than ] have been able to filad knowledge of, specially since we are

& country of predominant wet fiy fishers,




Besides the menticn found in "Wymphs", by Ernest Schwiebert,
already written about in the last chapter, the other newest amfulitence is
found in "Quill Cordon", by John MeDonald, 1972. It is about the oldest
reference found in, "The Trestise of Fishing with an Angle”, Dame Juliana
Berners, 1456, Through some of the most assiduwous angling research I have
ever encountered, MeDonald takes apart the 12 flles desoribed in the
Treatise, unscrambies the middle English jargon of the period snd
recreates the files so that they can then be painted and reproduced in
this beautiful book.

He says, "In the present stage of knowledge, secure conclusions

cannot be made on several oritical points. In instances where it is impossible

to render & logically strong judgement bef ween cholces, we preseant our first

choice as the most likely, and alternatives as possible but less likely,
The alternatives are offered in the fllustrations and the table of our
dressinge.

" Now look at the files and our argument for the dressing of

Using the language of the treatise, he describes the first fly in
the list, "The donne fiye tha body of the donne wool and the wingis of the
pertryche (partridge) italics mine,” He asks the first question; does "dun"
imply an insect or color or material? He thinks it a color, He aske
the second question; was the partridge a wing or body feather? He thinks
it a wing feather, He asks the third question; was the feather hackled
round the hook or tied upright? He thinks it unhackled,
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John Waller Hills, "A History of Fly Fishing for Trout", first published

in 1921, however, thought the Donne Fly to be exactly the same as the

Partridge and orange as it is dressed today in England, as it was

dressed by Paul Young in Michigan and as it is dressed in this

book. Hills thought the fly to be an imitation of the February Red,

a stoneﬂy? He says, in modernized spelling, "February Red. This is
the Treatise's 'dun fly, the body of dun wool and the wings of the
partridge.' That is the dressing in 1496. It is the same today. The
Partridge and Orange, dressed with a partridge hackle and a body of
orange silk, is the imitation most commonly used between the Tweed and
the Trent and kills hundreds of trout every year. So that fly has not
changed at all in four centuries and a quarter. There ;have of course
been innumerable dressings during the period, and the fly has been

given various names. Markham called it the Lesg ]gun Fly, dressed with
dun wool and partridge hacklé¢; and Cotton the Red Brown, dressed with

a body of red brown dog's fur and wings of light mallard. Chetham, not
in his book but in the remarkable list of flies in the appendix, calls it

the Prime Dun, with a body of fox cub's down spun on ash-coloured silk and
wings from a starling's quill feather. Bowlker called it the Red Fly, and

dressed it with a red squirrel's fur body, a red hackle and dark mallard wings:

exactly like the Treatise, mahogany silk and partridge hackle. And so on
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to modern times, when it is dressed with a body of orange silk
and hackled either with partridge, grouse, or woodcock, according
to the fancy of the writer. It is the same fly throughout. There can

be no doubt about the identification. It is the first fly given ihthe list in

the Treatisg and it is the first fly which greets the fisherman when the

inhospitable winter is over. The earliest French list also gives a fly
not dissimilar for the month of April: body of red silk, head green, and
wings from a red hen."

In the same chapter of this book, Hills divided the work of all fly

tiers and fly fishing writers into three groups: 'fancy flies", '"Seneral
flies'", and "actual copy'". He says, "Of course these three schools
merge into each other. A fly can be more or less general, or it can

be on the borderland of fancy and general, or of general and individual.
Take the Partridge and Orange as an example. It is fished in the north
all the year round, and may be called a fancy fly. But it is possibly
the best imitation of the February Red, and when so used it is specific.
And besides the February Red it also kills as an imitation of :the nymph
of the Blue Winged Olive, and as such is general."

Describing further the characteristics of the "fancy flies'", Hills says,
They have many redoubtable advocates, drawn in modern times cheifly
from Scotland. Stewart pinned his faith to his three famous hackles,
his black, red and dun spider. No doubt each of those could with a

little laxity, be idenfified with a specific insect; but he did not set out
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to imitate such, and chose his flies with an eye rather to weather

M
and water. This, in fact, is the feature which ; distinguises this
]

school: more attention is paid to light, to the clearness of the
water, and to the sky, than to the insect. Stewart has many

followers to this day."




His slternative twe shows s fly very similar to the partridge
hackied flies in this work, and this makes me feel good, But, because
of my interest in the soft hackle, I should disagree with him and think it
should be first cholce. But I don't,

Here's why., When I saw the first trout flies in Glen Buckel's
parbergshop window and later when I tried to tie the same flies, I thought
the hackle barbules were tied in under and around the hook individually or
in small groups of individual barbules, Neediess to say, it was impossible
to make them stand straight out like they did on Glen's flies. I had read
no books and seen no instructions, se I didn't know the barbules splayed oot
a8 the haokie was wonddmround the shank of the hook. One day soon after,
Glen was showing me some very aice hackles and wound one around his
finger. It was like magic, the light weat on as the separate barbules
sproad round and round his finger?

50 it is poasible, Berners was as dumb &s I was and knew not

this amazing characteristic of a simple hackle, /@

It is quite possible the first soft hackled fly was used in Ameriea

around 1822, not by an American, but by an Englishman, In "The Angler's

Souvbair", P. Fisher, Esq., London, 1835, the suthor and two fishing pals
are impibing ale, sherry and post at the Rye-House in London,

“Simpson---'have you ever seen any American hooks on Angling,
Fisher'?

"Fisher--~'No, I do not think there are any published, Brother




Johathon * is not yet sufficiently civilized to produce anything original

on the art. There is good trout fishing in America, and the streams which
are all free, are much less fished than in our Jsland, "from the small
number of gentlemen", as an American writer says, "who are leisure

to give thelr time to it",

Later, ""Simpson~~-'A gentieman of the name of Vigne, a member
of Lincola's Inn*, took a trip to America about three years ago, during the long
vagation, and enjoyed a few days' fly-fishing in Peansylvania, He had some
fair sport in the Juniat, one of the tributaries of the Susquehannah, The
trout were from halp a pound to three pounds in weight; and in » little more
than two bours® fishing he caught ahout six dozen, He mentions the red-
hackie as the best fly that an angler can throw in Spring Creek,

"Fisher---'The red-hackle is deadly on all waters, though not at
all times, It is one of my three types for the colour of flies, The red, black
and grouse hackie are with ;me standarda',

The red hackle as dressed then must have been & red cock's
hackle with an orange silk body. I could have been the partridge and orange

because the fly has been known by many other names in the past., But dare

{ assume, since the grouse hackie was standard with one of these gentlemen,

it might not have been tried by the one fortunate enough to visit America
during that time,

* Brother Jonathon, A reference to brothers of the angling clan,
not related by kinship or blcod,

* Lincoln™s Imn. An inn in the small town of Linceoln, England,




Une book devoted almost exclustvely to just three soft

hackled flies or "spiders", as the authee eanec} they, was "The |

Practioal Angler”, W, C, Stewart, first published In 1857._ Thé book
has a monumental lasting record in fly fishing literature for besides
the first publication, it has been re~issued 19 times up until 1961,
I thivk it is still in print at the present time, I don't think it {8 much read
in America, although the spiders are desertibed in "The Fly and the Fish",
John Atherton, 1961, and "The Art of Tying the Wet Fly", James E,
Eiseuring and Vernon 8, Hidy, 194,

Stewart's three spiders are practically hackie only flies.
The Ist is the black spider, a little brown tying sflk on the shank and
a small starling feather wound at the head and down slightly toward the
bend. The second is the red spider, a little yellow silk on the shank and
& small feather taken from the outside of the wing of the landrail. The
third is the Dun spider, with so mention of the tying sil, or body, but
listing a soft dun or ash colar ed feather taken from the outside of the
wing of the dotteral, A small feather can be substituted from the inside
of the wing of the starling,

(Many other writers have noticed the lack of the mention of
a body material or color on the Dun spider. They infer the silk was left
out. I believe Stwwart never intended this fly to have any body at all,
but to become the first hackle only fly in history,)

Stewart loved and praised similar hackles; mavis, grey plover,

golden plover, partridge and grouse. He sald, "Their superitority consists




in their much greater resemblance to the legs of dn insect, and their
extreme softeess, So soft are they, that when a spider is made of one of them
and placed in the water, the least motion will agitate and impart a singularly
1lifelike appearance to it, whereas it would have no effeet upon a cook's
hackle,

Stewart knew the value of the natural float and was one of
the first fishing writer s to advooate fly fishing upstream. He was adamant
about this as he was about his opinion of Francis Francis, a fine and popular
British writer of the time, who intimated Seotch trout and Scotoh fishermen
were not so smart as the British, Stewart, the proud Scot, retorts in
the book, "If Mr. Francis' views as to an exact tmitation being necessary
in English streams be correct, which we very much doubt, he will require
to find some other reason for its being unneccessary in Scotland than this,
in comparing the severity of the fishing in Scoteh and English streams, it
must be borne ia mind that the former are, as a rule, open to the publie,
and that the latter, a5 a rule, are preserved, and fished only by a
favoured few.

"We repudiate with scorn the bare idea that it requires less

skill to catch a Scoteh trout than an Eunglish one, or that the former iu any

way receives an inferior education as regards flies, eto., to his English

Brother. "
If Francis and Steard did not agree on the relative sophistry of the

British trout and fishermen and Scottish trout and fishermen, they did agree




on the direction to take once they were in the stream, And Francis
pays compliment to Stweart by including his spiders in the section,
General Flies, in his own book, "A Book on Angling", 1867,

Franeis also included the grouse hackle and partridge

hackie in his general flies and said, ""The last two flies will fill a

basket on any mountain beck or trout burn in heather distriets,”

The older literary work most akin to this present one has
to be T, E. Pritt's, "Yorkshire Trout Flies", 18858, In it, he listed
62 patterns of wet flies, most of them without wings and with hackles
from the wings and bodies of such birds as golden plovers, dotterel,
starling, woodeook, grouse, water hen, sanipe, partridge, pheasants and
jackdaws.

His fly, No, 28, had s body of yellow silk and a light feather
from the back of a partridge for a hackle. His description of the fly
reads, "a good killer almost any time during April”. No, 22 is theorange
partridge, the same as No, 28 but with an orange aflk body, ""These are
paectically the same flies and are very excellent killers, "

Most of the flies in this book are included in Pritt’s book except
the thorax ones including the Tups which are described ina later chapter,

In another later and not so pomplar book, "An Angler's Basket"”,
1898, Pritt gives his reason for the wingless fly, "A hackled fly, as we
dreas it in the north, makes no attempt to imitate the shape of the winged
insect; but if you will take 2 living fly and dip it under water you will find
that, in all but the very strongly-winged flies, the shape goes irrevocably, theagh

the color and size remain, and it is to these two points that the fly dresser's
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attempt to mateh the subtle hues of the chalk stream ephemera.

Halford's system and philosophy, sithough developed for
the gin clear, slow gliding waters of the south of England, spread to
the more turbulent and rambling rivers of the north and Scotland, Then,
they took s longer, western trip to the United States, Oue of the first fly
fisherman here to respond to the now wave was Theodors Gordon, later
celied, "The Halford of the U,3.A", In 1500, after wrbling to Hallord,
Grodon received a sampling of the exact imitation dry flies,

He found out they were not sulted to our eastern trout streams;
first in thelr inability to ride the rougher waters and second; because they
{imitated no 4real native insects,

In setting out to estabiish artificial flies which did imitate
our own eastern water borue insects, Gewdoa did develop the Gordon
and e Quill Gordon. But even these flies imitate not one, but & large
sumber of flies found on the Beaverkill, the Au Sauble and Madison Rivers,

Interestingly enough, however, oune can fiud one fly in Cordon's
final list, aprily named, "Quite Killing”". The fly has no wings, just a
partridge hackle wound over a light bluish dun body of fur or wool,

with Gordon, America was definitely on the dry fly bandwagon,
Other fishing writers jumped on: George La BEranche, "The Dry Fly and
Fast Water”, Emlyn M. Gill, "Practical Dry-Fly Fishing”, and later

Preston Jennings, Vincent C, Marinaro and Art Flick, By 1038, the

soft hacklod fly was almost yibeard of in this country. That year,
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of the theraputic value of fly tying. There is no closed season and the
werse the weather outside, the better and more exciting inside.
nee you fall for it, you will go arcund with the picture of the
hackles, silks, tinsels, furs, colored threads and findhed flies in your
mind and heart and you will feel good. It is one of the few good things
left to do by oneslef, alone, in our present world of rush hours, deadlines,
anc group participation and activ
For me, the art of | tying is 1
haven't tied flies for some time, I am drawn
igein, to return to the table; first to look at the materials, then to feel
them and then to create a new fly or make one of the old familiar patterns,
I carry the art with me in a plastic sewing box during my photo
°t. Louis, Birmingham, Detroit, or wherever., On fishing
5, the kit is invaluable in duplicating some local pattern
that's taking well, without which I might go fishless,
‘nyone can do it. A couple of years ago I met a construction
worker who wanted to take up fly fishing, worked for many years as
& mason and had hands like hams. He also wanted to tie his own flies,
and I thought this would be my most difficult pupfl. he would tear the silks

and soft hackles apart before he could fes them on the hook. Doa't you

believe it. ‘he first evening, he was tying the simple partridge flies

by bimself. They looked fine and well proportioned. And they certainly

would catoh trout,




The equipment needs for tylng soft hackles are small: a vise,
scissors, an old hat pin, or new bodkin, a thread bobbin, and rubber tipped
hackle pliers.

The material list includes: partridge backies, brown and gray;
grouse hackles, woodcock hackles, jackdaw neck; starling hackles and

winge; snipe wings, narrow gold and silver tinsels; hooks; orange, yellow,

ears and mask, mole fuy; peacock herl, blue dun hen hackles, head cement
and liguid wax, Add pink fur « ool
The dust cover of this book (or frontspiece) shows only 14

erent soft hackled flies, {These are the ones I have used, but there

are many more in ﬁ%ixﬂiﬂi{ ifte e, Or you ﬂxight mix colors and ne terials

for experimenting on your own waters,

Here are the receipies for the 14 flies. Hook sizes 10-16,
1. Partridge and oragpe
body: Orange silk floss
hackle:
Partridge and green
body: Greea silk floss
Hackle: Gray partridge
Partridge and yellow
body: Yellow silk floss
hackle: Brown or gray partridge

Partridge and orange and fur thorax




body: #/3's, orange silk floss
thorax: Hack and brown hare's face
hackle: Browa partridge

Partridge and green and fur thorax
body: 2/3's, green silk floss
thorax: Black and brown bare's face
backle: Gray partridge

Partridge and vellow an
body: 2/3's, yellow silk floss
thorax: Light brown hare's face

i OF gray partridge

thorax: light pink

tafl: four or five whisks blue dun hen

backie: Blue dun hen (This is an often used British pattern.
With a cock blue dun hackle, the fly is fished dry as a spioner. It is the only
pattern in the book ealling for poultry hackle, I have often thought it would
be a better soft hackled fly if the hackle were dyed blue dun partridge
more mobility and compressibility. The thorax design of this fly led me

to develop my om partridge and thorax patterns, although Skues mentions having

fishimgsimilar flles in "The way of $h#sout wiht a Fly". The tups and the thorax

patterns are wbviously more meaty than the plain floss bodiegs, , and some time

will take better,
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hackle: Brown partridge
silic orange

13. Grouse and orange

sflk flosus

2% . . | o Paes o o s
dack and orange grouse

grouse hackle (It is very difficuit
to tell the difference |

: ¢he grouse hackle and the woodcock hackle,

They are both black & barred and either one could substitute

for the other,

14, Starling and hes

¢ the more popualar
golbore used in the soft hs But the patterns are listed in fly

fishing literature with p cally every color imaginable, as has already

been pointed out. The soff haokle, itself, is the importnat part of the

ﬁ,‘;ﬂ i

The bodies of these flies are very slim, the floss just barely
covering the hook shank, In the smaller sizes, from 14 down, it is not

necessary to use floss at all, but merely to wrap the tying silk around the

shank, In all patterns, the tying silk should be the same ecolor as that of

dy, except the iron dun whioh require y heads




should be small and veat, permitting the fly quick eniry into the stream.
From my experience, the best hooks for these flies are the medium

to light wire spooat or limerick styles with tapered eye, short bead and small

barb., Such a hook was the Alleock WE210 TDE, Best Hollow point sproat

hooks, which are the ones used in this work. A few years ago, I was

able to buy seversl hupdred of these hooks, but I have not seen them available

anywhere since then., 1 have since learned that the hqpks were Allcocks
second grade in that style and that they offered an even better grade!

The best books for these flies svailable today come from England, and the
name of the supplier is listed later.

You will have noted that there are two partridge haokle colors, the
gray and the brown, When you order these from various material supply
houses, you may receive them mixed or separate. The colors chosen for
the patterns in this book are my own preference, but in actual use, I
don't think it makes much difference, because the color differences are
very slight.

For you who have not done any fly tyiag, I will list some reliable,
quick responding businesses for lying eouipment and supplies.

Buz's, 808 W, Tulare svenue, Visalia, California $3277

E. Hille, 815 Raflway Street, P.O. Box 269, Willlamsport, Pa 17701

Fiveside Angler, P.0O. Box 823, Melville, N, ¥, 11746

Rangeley Region Sports Shop, 28 Main Street, Rangeley, Maine 04970




E. Vealard Ltd, , Paramount Warehouses, 138 Northwood Road,

Thoraton Heath, England CR4 8YG, This company sells the finest hooks
avaflable today for the flies in this book, They also handle Pearsalls
Gossamer tying silks in every color imaginable, as well 28 matohing
silk flosses. It is the ouly company I know of to offer liguid was,

They albo sell an already mixed pink fur dubbleg for the Tups.

The most difficult part in tying any of these soft hackle flies
is the handling or winding of the hackle itaelf, It is soft, small and fragile,
and requires the use of rubber tipped hackle pliers. Even after making
bundreds and bundreds of these flies, I still occasionally break off the
hackle in the act of winding and bave to start with a fresh one., In all
snsuing tying instruction, winding is away from the tier. Back means
toward the bend of the hook, Forward means toward the eye. The fustructions
will appear simple to advanced tiers and the photographs redundant, But
I'm presuming some readers have never tied at all,

Step one. Mounting the tying thread, Fasten a hook fu the vise
and cover the poiut of the hook with jaws so the tying thread will not eatoh it.
Hold the end of the thread in your left hand and the other in your right
kand, at a 45° angle from bottom left to top right. (Figure A) Press the
thread against the shank at the same angie and wind with your right hand back
over the thread, in your left, Three or four turns should be enough to securs
the thread, Cut off the short end and let the thread hang by itself and by it

own weight on the bobbin,




Step two, Tying in and winding the silk floss, Use thin floss,
or separate heavier floss with needie or bodkin point. The floss should be
about 4 inches long. Hold the end of the floss in thumb and forefinger of
loft hand, and set them on top of the bend of the hook, (Figure B) Take
the thread around and up through thumb and forefing, opening up the
front parts of the fingers to permit the thread to penetrate betwesn them,
¥ow, pull the thread down on the back side of the hook over the floss and
repeat the operation three or four times, (Figure C) When done properly,
you will feel the tying thread moving down between your fingers. You can
sow remove the thumb and forefing and wind the thread forward toward the
eye of the book. Stop winding asbout 1/8 of an inoh from the eye. (Figure D)
wind the floss ward the frout of the hook, using your right hand to carry
the floss over the top, and your left band to bring it around the bottom, Catoh
the end of the floss at the same place alternately with your left and right
hand, so as not to sofl it. You should end up winding the floss in your left
hand tight against the tying thread. Keep the floss taught in your left hand
and wind the tying thread back towerd the floss to cateh it with two turns of the
thread. Now change bands, Pass the floss to your right hand and the
thread to your left. Change hands again, Wind the thread two or three
times behind the floss and let the thread hang on its bobbin, Cut the

floss flush to the hook shank by pressing scissor blades flat against

the shank. Wind the thresd forward leaving at least 1/16th of an inch bare.




Step three, Preparing the hackle. (Figure E) The color photo
of ;th e various small bird hackles shows these hackleos as they are plucked
from the skin with the soft down or fusz still attached to the stem. This
material must be stripped off and this can be easily done by holding
{he feather in the thumb and forefinger of the left hand and stripping
the down with the same fingers of the right hand, first on one side and
then the other, (Figure ) Now move your fingers on the feather right

fowards the tip of it and pull the fibres of the hackle down away from
the others so they stand out perpendicular to the stem, (Figure G)

Step four. Tying in the hackle, Hold the bare stem of the hackle at a

45° angle against the side of the hook, with the natural curve of the

feather towards the back, Wind the thread around the stem three jor
four times to secure it firmly, winding towards the front, (Figure H)
Cut off the exvess hackie stem.

Step e, Winding the hackle, Grab the tip of the hackle
with the rubber tipped hackle pliers., Try to get 25 many of the end fibres
in the jaws as you can together with the ceater stem, Pull gthe hackle
wpeight with the pliers so they are perpeadicular to the hook. (Figure I)
This s rather delfcate because the dldiives may bresk or pull out
of the jaws as you apply tension. I they pull out, grab them again with
the plier jaws lower down on the stem of the backle, Now start to wind
the hackle around the hook shank, Keep the pliers even as you go around
80 the backle will wind on its axis. The hackle fibres will want to
stick together, sc as you wind with your right band, separate the fibres

wi




with the other to spring them out., Go around one and one half times,

or twice, but make sure the pliers are in a down position when you finish,
{(Figure J) Pull the pliers and the remainder of the hackle towards the
back and wind the tying thread back through the hackie making sure to
catch the stem hanging in the pliers, (Figure K) Now wind the thread
forward and let it hang on its bobbin, Reach in under the hook with the
scissors and cut off the hackle stem, (Figure L)

Step 6. Finishing the head. The best finish for any kind of
fly tying is the whip finish, Professionals use it and so do advanced
amateurs, It is neat, fast and fool proof, and doesnt require head
cement, It is difficult to explain and just as hard to show in art work
or photos. I you will place your fingers in the same positions as in
the photos, chances are you will learn it. Pick up the thread in your
left hand about 8 inches from the hook and 1ift the thread so it 18 on the
same plane as the fize, (Figsre M) Keep the thread taut in your left
hand throughout the remaining steps. Place the two first fingers of
your right hand in back of and over the thread, with the palm down,
(Figure N) Now twist the two fingers forward, spreading them apart
slightly. You should have turned your hand over s¢ now the palm is up.
Now you have hal a knot between your right band and your left. Pull

on your left hand and follow the tension until the half know is pulled

against the head of the hook, but keeping the right hand two fingers spread

spart. (FigureP) The thread in your right hand should be laying across




the middie of the first joint of your forefinger and right in the crease of
axeﬁrs‘zjsahtoi'yommreﬁngarandrtghttnthncrmaofthaﬁmtjom
of your secound finger, and they will be behind the hook, (Figure P) Move
the second finger up under the first one, keeping the thread tight over
t&mmiéﬂeafﬂmﬁrst}oin&wéwinﬁtmthreadmmdﬁebaeksﬁeof
the hook, Aswads&iﬂ.ymwmteﬂmemimshmﬂomm
forefinger to the second finger. (Figure Q) Come around until your

fingers are in the same position as when you first twisted them over. Before

you ge around the second time, pull the second finger back away from

the forefinger 80 you will feel the thread again right in the crease of

the first joint. Go around three or four more times in the same manner
and stop at the top of the last turn. Your fingers will again be behind
the hook, Place the third finger of your right hend against the thread
on the back side of the hook, (Figure R) Pull the thread with your left
hand and you will feel the knot tighten around your first two fingers.
Tiit the two fingers toward you, taking pressurs off the second finger.
Pull it back out of the knot and catch the loop in your thumb and forefinger.
Continue to pull the thread with your left hand and guide the loop
downward toward the tip of the head, keeping the third finger aginst

e koot on the back. (Vigure 5) Now cut the thread elose up under the
head.

1 must confess that I tied flies for many years using half hitches




to finish and that is wasn't so long ago that Les Refuke of Abercrombie
Fitoh in Chicago taught me the whip finish in the back room of the angling
department {n that store,

The foregoing steps are for any of the floss and hackle flies
in the book or any others you might like to try. You might experiment with
short, soft hackles you might be able to obtain from other birds in your area
such as bob white or quail, waterfowl and pheasants although most of the
hackies on these birds are too large for these flies., The Tups Indispensible
and other flies with fur thorax eall for the extra step of spinning the fur
on the tying thread and winding it in before y ou wind on the hackle.

There are many ways to spin fur on thread, but the easiest, 1
think, 15 to do it right on the tying thread hanging on its bobbin, This
would be at the end of step two, after you have wound the floss just two
thrids of the way up the shank, You will seed liguid wax and the hare's
face,

Coat two inches of the thread with liquid wax by dipping a bodkin
into the wax and applying it to the thread., Cut some fur from the hare's face
using the scissor biades flat, (Figure T) Lift the scissors with the
fur on the blades and dump the fur on yomr thigh or on the fly tying table,

{(Figure U) The fur should be about 1/8 of an inch across and about 3/4 of

an inche long. Gingerly, 1ift the fur with your thumb and forefing snd
place it right agins the waxed tying thread, It will stick there, (Figure V)
Now with your thumb and forefinger pinch the fur and tying thread
together and roll them between your fingers. (Figure W) Wind the thread

and fur around the book towards the front. The fur thorax should not be




more than 1/8 of an inche wide even on a size 10 hook, (Figure X) If there is

} and add more. H the

much, pioch e

off the thread. Now complete the fly with the hackie and the whip finkth,




Chapter VIl

The soft hackibel flies are filhed best in the kind of water most
fly fishermen like best, It is the kind of water withelsdificient current speed
to move the line rapdily down stream, It is the kind of water which will
quickly whisk away a loose lfy should it accidently fall into the river
from your fly bos, Damn, you say, you can't reach it fast enough that
the current hasn't already go it. The water speed is not that great, however,
that wading downstream is difficult, Wading should be fairly easywwith
sufficient pressure nudging you sil the time and making it seem nstursl
to be going that way Instead of the other.

The right river for the soft hackled fly will be more rough surfaced
than smooth or ginss like, This means, of course, the water is running
over rocks and stones, sunken trees or stumps and weed beds, It helps,
too, if here and there you can see s larger outoropping either above or just
below the surface,

The rough textured surface also means that where the fly is,
the depth is not too great. I would not advertise the fly in more than four
feot of water, the shallower the better, because the fly rarely sinks
more than three or four inches,

Porductive water for the soft hackle fly is fairly straight and

riffly, with long, gentie bends and fiat, with liitle variance in depth from

one side to the other, To the non-fisher, this kind of water locks too
shallow, "There wouldn't bee any fish in there”, they say. I find much

of this kind of water ignored also by the average fly fisherman, who




seems to prefer deeper pools,sthe shallow water on their side and the
deeper water on the other, Wading is relatively easy in this kind of
situation and it is true that the fish tead to "bole wp" in this kind of
water, But 8o do the fishermes.

There are two such simflar and beautiful pools or runs on the
Madison, just inside the west entrance to the Park, called Bara Hole No. 1

and Barn Hole No. 2. They ave very popular, because they are easily fished

and they are close to West Yellowstone, Frequently, each pool might

be occupied by two, three or four fishermen, However, there is a very,
fast, choppy riffle just aboe No, 1 which nobody hardly ever fishes,

There is a cable across this water on which Park rangers cross the river

in some sort of spring releases or gravity driven chatr, §start in above that
cable and work down., The water here is very strong, and one can't wade

it much over the knees, There is no time for mending, but you really

don't need it. The water is quits broken up by medium sized boulders

and its surprising bow many big fish lay there,

On this streteh, I seldom fail to take a fish up to 156 inches
with one of the soft hackles, preferably a Tups or one of the other thorax
patterns, and I have missed rises inthere that really jar me,

One such fish, in October, 1973, I believe to have been in the
7 or 8 pousd class, and in Cctober when big browns and rainbow migrate
up the Madison from Hebgen Lake, fish of that size can be found in this
river., 1 was below the cable using the size twelve pheasant tafl, Ihad
worked the stretch down without any interest from a fish, when I bad

& powerful nip at the fly, but no real take, Wheunver this happeans, it is wise




not to move another step and not & change the casting length of the
iine., You may have put the fish down with the pricking or touching of the
fly, but the second chance at an cager fish is worth the cast, My second
cast was identical. The big fish came again and this time was hooked
firmly. As with many steelhead I have caught on the fly, the big fish
started diagonally down stream pulling line off the reel at incredible
speed., My God! This Can't be! Net on a size 12 soft hackle, But it was
all over in a flash, I reeled wp looking anxiously for the broken line, leader
or fly. Ihad the line...] had the leader and I had the fly. I was puzzled
until I checked the fly; the very tip of the barb was gone, broken like
a spider's single web by that big fish,

A happening ke this raises Interesting questions about what
fish, particularly big fish, will eat or what they can see. Vy will they
attack such an obviously emall piece of food when it would take several

bundred of them to make even a small appetizer? How do they see such tiney

artificials or real insects zipping by them in borken wawr? A. H, E, Wood sald

there was very little a salmon didn't see. And I'm not implying that big
fish have lost their sight; as clder humans lose thefrs; I can only ask the
guestions; the answers if there are any, make the sport the more interesting
and more challenging.

No 1. Barn Hole is just below the fast riffly strech I have been
talking about, It is ideal for the soft hackle, but better for it during the

months of September and Cetober, On the evening of the same day I was broken













