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Sylvestexr Nemes

10824 Hendricks

Crown Point, Indiana 46307
219~663-8448

February 25, 1973

Mr. Nick Lyons

Crown Publishers

419 Park Avenue South
New York, New York 10016

Dear kKre. Lyons:
Enclosed you will find a manuscript, color
and black and white photographs of a book I

have written on fly fishing,

I am submitting this to your company for possible
publication,

1 have done a litile stream watching on lichigan
for lir. Don Zahner in "Fly Fisherman" magasine,

He has a copy of the manuscript and may decide
to piovide it with a preface or introadetion,
should it get published,

Sincerely yours,

S,lvester Nemes




Sylvester Nemes

10624 Hendricks

Crown roint, Indiana 46307
219-663-8448

Mareh 6, 1973

Hr. Nick Lyons

Crown Publishers

419 Park Avenue South
New York, New York 10016

Dear Hr, Lyons:

Enclosed you will find 33 additional ecolor prints
of solt LuCKlLu in water and scenes of the run

on the “adison, above barn hole No., 1, mentioned
in the chapter on the kind of water tu fish soft
hackles in.

1 have started to write another chapter on tﬁe
Ehotu sraphy of the flies in flowing wa ter,

smme notes on observations of the flies in

water, I will hold up sending this to you, ﬂOweVGr,
until 1 hear from you .

1 was shooting for Ford last week in S%. Touis. and

talked with Mr. Don Zahner, right at the mox ent when
he was leaving theie forever, for their new offices

and home in Vermout.

He said he had skimmed through the manuscript and
would pladly put hie name to in in a form of introduc-
tion or Dreffce. But you may know this already,
because he mentioned you and he may be having lunch
t@ (:‘bflEI‘ ta.-..l ‘\'\@em.’

Tx‘ianks.

Sincerely yours,

Sylveste: Nemes




Sylvester Nemes
10824 Hendricks
Crown Point, Ind

219-773=8448

Mr. Bill Steinkraus
Winchester Press

460 Park Avenue

New York, New York 10022

Dear lr. Steinkraus:
Enclosed you will find a manuscript, color and

black and white photographs of a book I have
written on fly fishing.

I am submitting this to your company for possible
<] M t &
A O ““3

publication, on the suggestion of lir, Nick Lyon
of Crown Publishers.

1 Havé done a little writing for "Fly Fisherman"
magazine, « lirs, Don Zahner, the editor and publisher,
has read the manuscript and has volunteered an
introduction or preface.

The book can be slightly enlarged to include
winged, soft hackled flies.

Sincerely yours,

Sylvester Nemes







Sylvester Nemes
10824 Hendricks
Crown Point, Ind 46307

219-663-8448

May 17, 1973

Mr. lulzle COﬂen

Freshet Press

90 Hamilton Road

Rockville Center, N. Y. 11570

Dear Mr. Cohen:

Enclosed you will find a2 manuscript, color and
black and white photos of a book I have written
on fly fishing.

I am submitting this to your company for possible
publication, on the sugiestion of Mr. Nick Lyons
of Crown Publishers.

I have done a little writiwgfor "Fly Fisherman"
magazine. Mr. Don Zahner, the editor and publisher,
has read the manuscript and has volunteered an
introduction or preface.

The book cun be slightly enlarged to include
winged, soft hackled flies.

Sipcerely yours,

A N YA

gylvester Nemes



















s o
Wiktiex




SYLVESTER NEMES
g ndustrial (@ llotograplm - g ob Qe{)orh'ng - 160 mm @‘ouml @olor Q/novies

10824 HENDRICKS, CROWN POINT, INDIANA 46307 e (219) 663-6054

January 2, 1970

Dear Dick:

* You loldibum 'of*a, gusil) (The' slaies e e, bosuiiruly e i

like a clumsy Re¢sy Greer or Dick Butkis...I lnow I could never

tie those hardbacks.

Your writing at this time iwust have been due to some kind of

mental transgression. Remember I Promised you a complete wood

duck skin. The whole duck season went by, and I never saw one,

at all. I asked some of my friends eurlier to try to get a copule

of drakes for me and they were not forthcoming. The season closed

on the 28th, a Sunday, and wy last day of shooting was on the 27 th.
Monday mormirrg, with the season all locked up, a friend of mine

showed up at the hougse with two of the most beautiful drakes you

ever saw, All in real late plumage, and enough lemon lLarred feathers
to make a couple hundred quill gordons end light eahills. Anyway,

I skinned them out this morning, and have salted them and sprinkled
with borax. In a couple of days, I should be able to mail one to

you.

I will give you some details of m, western trip in chronological
order. Fished the Wind River, near Dubois, Wyoming, about the first
week in October. ZEIverybody is interested in moose and elk and deer
and never saw a fisherman. DBut the Lishing was fantastic. First
fish, about three pound cutthroat and soon mfter,‘a brown about the
same size, on weighted black wooly worm, ack! This was downstream
from Dubois, about 60 miles. Then, the next day just outsidie of Duboj
a field day on partridge huckle nymphs on mostly browns and a few
rainbows from 12 inches up to about 18. Tue fish were hungry crazy.
And the Wind Kiver is beautiful, smallish, good current, round bunldei
lot of bends and sharp turns and running through a beautiful valley
with aspens and high red rock bluffs.

The next day, I was in Yellowstone park, in a snow storm and very col
Parikc is deserted. I fished the lMadison, just below the confluence of

the Gibbon and the i'irehole which form the Madisons




SYLVESTER NEMES
(g ndustrial 9 koiogra[)lxy - g ob Qe{mrting - 16 mm Qjouml @olor (movies

10824 HENDRICKS, CROWN POINT, INDIANA 46307 e (219) 663-6054

Dick, I'm not kidding. There were hundreds of trout dorselling
all over the place. I was in g good riffle with round rocks and
long seaweed. Again, any small Pale, ye.lowy nymph would tulke
these fish left and right. I kept only one rainbow from here and
threw him up in a snow bank on the bank, inslant refrigeration.
But I never fished so cold in all ny life,
Then up into llontana where I did some shooting (photos). Had

~-one dey on the. Xellowstone, between Livingston and the Park.

. This is very blg water and ineredible to vade. I didn't even put
my waders on and fished it from the bank going downstream with Bailey
spruce flies and my own green drake bucktoil which is green body,
black body winding, teal tail and teal and brown bucktail wing with
brown hackle. I wasn't keeping any fish that day, but I released
several, two about four pounds.
Then in north central Montana, I had an evening on the Smith which
flows into the Missouri near Great Falls. IThis river is hamly ever
fished because much of it flows through range land and privately
owned ranches. It is seni arrid with hardly any trees and little green-
to be found anywhere. I only had about an hour before davk, so I
took the spinning rod with the sao me spinners you saw me use on the
Brule. Saw a huge* brown feedinﬂ and sent hin the spinner and landed
him in quite a slow sluggish Fight, but he was close to five pounds,
Then another hour one late evening on Rock Cree’c in Westein lMontana,
and good results here, too.
I was saving the rest for last, because that is actuallyhappened.,
I got on the Clearwater in Idaho on a Priday and was able to fish
it for several hours. The Clearwater is formed in Western montana—
born streams by the Lochsa and Selway. You go west out of Missoula
On U.8. 12 and you drive right along the Tochsa for almost a hundred
miteg.  ikigiig beautiful, wilderness ot e e 12 here was

only constructed after tle war, and there was no way to g0 through
here Pefore that time. The Lochas looks like it would have

a nillion trout in it, but peo.le have told me there are none at all




SYLVESTER NEMES ‘
& ndustrial EP Lolograblny - g ob Qe[aorling -~ 16 mm @J‘ouml @olor Q/nov{es

10824 HENDRICKS, CROWN POINT, INDIANA 46307 e« (219) 663-6054

in this 1iver because isg wostly ice and glacial fed with

little trout food. I got Ly license in u gmull town above
Urofino, and found what looked like « nice ririle. But don't
let the word faol .you., The river is wide as a football field,
heavy current in every part of the river, and the worst bottom
you've ever seen because it is sharp-jaggzed rockg sticking up

f,;ffrqm,the,kpttgmﬂlike!a Maginot.line. You need felt soles, hob

n'nails,yéhaihs;énything else you might put on your feet to grab

into those rocks, and at least two wading staffs. Every step

is an engineering project with extreme varying depths from one

rock around to another one. T was intent on catching a steelhead

from here on a fly, and I mounted the 8% Toot Orvis, big reel

and size 4 skunk. I worked the whole rum, about 300 yards long

and never got one. Because 1 caught steelhead in the Brule on

"that" spinner, I went back up to car and took out the small

silaflex and 8 pound test and went back down. I fished for about

an hour working my way down and two fly fishermen goined me and

asked if they could go below me. I said sure. They didn't talk

to me at all, because I could tell they hated spin fishermen.

They weren't moving fast enouglh downstreanm for me, and after I caught
up to them, I went down below Glieme O o cetlting the spinner well
out in the deeper part of the Cwirent, and 1 was almost lulled into

a trance by the' casting and retrieving over and over again. Then,

it happened. It wasn't g real hard jolt, but the line Just started

to peel out over the drag, first slow then Taster and Taster, probably
15 yards in three or four seconds. And then the first Legpiin L0 feat
of air from this beautiful hen steelhead. 1iy line is bellying badly
way down stream, and anoti.er Junp, this time upstream, no where near
where my line was. I thought the fish was Crazy and was already off
the line, because where the fish was jwaping my line wasn't. The fish
man upstream from me, yelled "Fish on" and then "you've got a hot one"

He then began to coach me and tell me wiicn to reel in the slack and

when to let the fish go and when to dust hold eteadvy an haw




SYLVESTER NEMES
(g ndustrial g) llolograplly - g ob Qe[)oriing - 10 mm @Jloum‘l @olor (movies

10824 HENDRICKS, CROWN POINT, INDIANA 46307 ¢ (219) 663-6054

I fought the fish for about 20 minutes and had my first

real fear when I had her out about 20 feet ahead of me.

She was tiring and the runs weren't so long and so strong,

but she made g large swirl there in front of me, and I saw

her tail clearly for the first bimest Tha bai ] 1 ookag enormous,
maybe like a garden spade, and that tail scared me.

Finally, she came in, me pumping the rod and teeling in slaclk
“every foot I eould.’ She swam right up on dry rock bed and Iy
there on her4‘sidé,'reélly spent. The fisherman was there with
me. Her body wasg perfectly symmetrical. She was quite reddish
dark and~clearly in rainbow hues. She reseubled huddreds of 10
inch rainbows I caught in Michigan and edsewhere except she was

over 30 inches long. The fisherman asked me if I wanted to keep
it and I said no, if she would revive herself I would let her €0,
By this time, the fisherman had a de-liear cut and we carefully
set the yill on the garlff of the seale. 13 pounds! Then T lifted
her and walked in the river to where the water covered her., I

held her by +the tail, upright in the streaw, znd she kept turning
back over on her side. The fisherman even worked her gills back

and forth, Soon, she was able to hold herself, right side Up iy

the current, and I let g0 of her tail. She Just sat there a while,
now on her own, with ihe &ills moving real £00d. She was beginning +tc
coume alive and her whole body was moving now. Then, deliberately she
 Just swam*éWayAintowthe'deepﬁWater. i

The fisherman turned out o be a Jewish song writer from No Hollywood,
with all kinds of credits in Walt Disney productionsg ineluding

all the songs in 10001 Dalmations and many otheré. We taok an
immediate liking to each other, and I stayed in +the same motel

With him for the rest of the weekend. lie uges flies only anad

earlier that week hooked 6 steelhead in one day, two as large

‘as mine,




SYLVESTER NEMES
g ndustrial g) l:olograbluy - g ob &eborling - 16 mm @J‘oumj @olor Q/}/lovies

10824 HENDRICKS, CROWN POINT, INDIANA 46307 e (219) 663-G054

We fished, fly only, Saturday and sunday, on some of the
best runs he knew, but never had another rige. Distance
here is everything. You have to cast at least 100feet to
get over fish water. The songwriter used the double haul,

which I never had to learn previously because I never fished
such large water, and even with so much line out, his fly never
hit the water forward or backward.

' There is tfemendoﬁS‘romance in this kind of fishing. My hen steelhead
bProbably started the voyage from the Pacific in April or May.  Up
the Columbia, through five or six dams, then into the Snake, and
then into the Clearwater, some 400 miles, or so. What an instinct!
Talk about human life force...we have nothing to mateh that.
Dick, I didn't mean to write a book about the trip, but I felt
you would enjoy some of the smaller details.
Your invite to fish the Wolf and Pestigo sounds inteiguing.  1f
you're hot out of the state and out west by early Suumer, I'll give
you a call and come up Just for the fishing,
The work you're planning in conservation should be Just the ticket
for a person like you. I hope you get that job...and/éﬁy of the
three states you mention. What states! 1This wasg Hy ‘gecond  Urip out
there, and I'm beginning to feel like that's where I belong. Actually
I envision myself living there before too long. And my wife,Hazel,
flew out to Seattle, was with me for ten days and she likes it too.
So,'mayberwe'll be out there, together.
Thanks again for the flies, and I'l1l get the wood duck to you as soon
as it's d&ry enough for mailing.

Syl.













December 30, 19

your TU

Needless to say,
any mention yo
elsewhere.

I have quite
and if any of

:;ut@x ap he

3 a dear favor to me, You cdiild send me a
the book; an honest and candid appraisal. I'm anx i« us to
find out ’-,zg"e:sn people in different parts of the country think
about it.

Hhave started a second bwk tentativ8ly entitied, "American

Angling Pe :3mmlit’za;~.". The titie speaks for itself, I believe,
and I would apj ,p‘vi » it if you would jot down 15 or so persons
in American Fly Fis i‘g today, whom you thought might be

included.

Also, here are a few samples of the SHF

try on your local fisheries.
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