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7 May 93
Dear Syl:

.so where’s Chapter 2? I mean, talk about a fisherman’s wet dream
or a wet fisherman’s dream or an evening’ rise of a sorts...

Not much doing here. Same-o-same-o...except the dreaded house is about
done. Inside, at least. The back yard still looks like downtown
Sarajevo on a good day. And then there was the roof. Not the new roof,
but the "old ones" -- with a noble and righteous history dating back
to 1902. Shake shingle at the core (Queen Victoria was still alive,
for godsake, when the trusty nailers were a-work), then an asphalt
one from 1932 (Roosevelt was still learning where the bathrooms were
in the White House for that one), and then another on top of it all
from 1963 (the Kennedy roof, let’s call it that). All three had to go.
Now there’s a brand-smacking new one. The NEW ROOF sales pitch was
delivered by a Polish lad with an MBA who inherited the company from
his now-deceased uncle who had sent him to school, ostensibly to
meet/greet/sell people just like me. He said: "What we’ve got here,
folks, is a nice new mid-sized American car, or a new roof."

I mean, how could you get angry at anyone over such a well-phrased,
beautlfully delivered lead-baloon of a speech like that? The house
looks great, except that I’m beginning to look at the old thing with
less of a lusterous eye.

To fishing: I’ve been granted dispensation by She-who-must-be-obeyed
to fly to Pennsylvannia on May 12 with Jack to fish Penns Creek. More
about that on my return.

Got in touch with Dave "Dutch" Schultz to repair the wooden fly box I
bought from him back in 1980. He fixed it. I sent the letter to "Dutch
Schultz, W. Yellowstone, MT <ZIP>". A week later I heard from him. He
got the letter forwarded to him in Steamboat Springs. It’s a small
world.

It’s Friday about 4:51...write you when I get back.

Send Chapter 2 of the Green Drake. (9&9&%442 Ao O rece Aém~ua/il)
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12.6.88
Dear Syl & Hazel:

It’s nice to know that the Pony Express is still at work out
West. Maybe the roads have been too muddy. Maybe those cussed
Indians in the Dakotas were kickin’ up a rumpus or two.

But when I got home last night, low and behold, there was the
SHF delux with fly appended and the nicest note I could
imagine right there on the fly cover over your signature. I’m
assuming you sent it a month ago; well, it got here, by hook
or by crook... I think the latter. A belated thanks.

And what a fine looking book it is. It even smells great. I
hope it’s moving well for you.

It should, and not just because it’s such a fine production.
I’ve been reading Gary LaFontaine’s book on caddis. Can’t say
I like his pattermns that much, but what works, works. Your
book on the other hand is much more appealing, more
informative, thankfully less detailed (Blessed be those who
do not dessicate with facts the apparent or unknowable!), and
eminently more useful. I want to reread it.

LaFontaine’s leaves you with a sense of being perceptually
and perpetually inadequate if you can’t catch a goddamn fish;
SHFA leaves the reader with the sense that you’re giving the
fish your best goddamn shot...and screw him if he can’t or
won’t take a joke. The SHF pattern, its lifelikedness,
impressionability, fishability, the guide-rattling, wrist-
numbing, leader—snapping, rod-ripping "take" of the fly that
you never forget, that always (and I mean always) surprizes
you, the ease of tying —— combine to "sell" your ideas more
than selling can do.

I’m going up to the Orvis store now on Ontario to get some
material. I rented Mike Lawson’s and Jack Dennis’s videotape
on Tying Western Patterns -- and it’s wonderful! Lawson is so
laid back and folksy and a good tyer too. And it looks like
they shot the damn thing on a home video camera with some
minor studio editing.

I’m sure you’ve thought about a videotape on tying the
SHF...and talking about hooks...and the wonder of silk
thread...and how to pick the right hackle...and how to whip
finish without a whip-finisher.




G@BI I E 233 E. Wacker Dr.
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Fly fishing is a pass—down thing. I learned more from
watching you tie one SHF. The reading about it is great. But
ten tons of prose and sqaure yards of B&W or 4-color photos
still doesn’t make picking the right kind of hackle any
easier. Or is it one and a half or two turns of hackle? Or
does it depend on the fullness of the feather you chose?

Put a coupon for $10 OFF the price of the SHF video in each
book and sell the tape for $37.95. Make a master and edit it.
Dupe in small numbers (like get a second video tape player
and do it yourself) to keep a small or nonexistent inventory.
And buy a Mercedes.

Enough! Keep writing the new one and let’s talk in the mail.

Merry Christmas to you and everyone you think I’d say hello
tol.

Warm regards....

Auaks 2t
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7 August 90
Dear Syl & Hazel:

Youlre getting me /nervous.again. According to the computer, I senti a
letter in February and again in June...and here it is August already
and ... nothing.

Tiibope all’s well with 'you and 'yvours. And 1. think that's code fori
going fishing too much to write a letter.

Jack and I are beginning to finalize our westward trek. Target date is
the Friday night of October 5th. Chuck’s daughter is a new student at
MSU there in Bozeman and I think he’s coming, too, this year.
Ostensibly to visit his daughter, but also to spend a few days with us
in the Park and elsewhere. More on the plans when we get close enough
to call with the bloody details.

A cool, wet midwestern summer this year. I’ve been 15 days omn the
water this year -- a seven year record. I remember circa 1974-1983
(before children) spending that much time on one trip. I think of
being on the cusp: ‘hoepfully things will continue.to . get better as
goes on.

Still waiting to hear from you about the BOOK. As I said in my June
note, any way you want to play it, I’m willing. But if we’re shooting

for this year, I’ve got to know —— one way ot the other —- so that Al
can begin to plan to spec and set the type for you.

There are so many heavy duty fishing writers out there, some of whom
are well-recognized and marketable names. Have you thought to approach
one or more of them to both edit and write you an introduction? I’m
sure you have —- and that would be great. In any event, let’s hear a
word or two from you galoots —-— just so that I know it’s OK to
call...and that you might find and set aside some time from 10/5
10/14 to wet a linewand taste some grape with us.

to

Love & kisses —-




17 March 1990
Dear Syl and Haz:

I bet you're already in galleys by now with SHFI, and I wouldn't
blame you a jot if you were.

I send you my comments and suggestions and thanks (for including

my name in the list of helpmates). I like the tone which I will
describe as wry, half-apologetic (but why?), and methodical, with
a touch of bitchiness, as noted. I like it very much.

The first three chapters have been kept back from you because

I'd like to have the whole thing in front of me to see if there's
a larger architecture to the book (as there was with Addict) that
might help us work the whole into an extended metaphor of
meaning. (I get the feeling you understand Melville's intent in
Moby Dick; the seemingly gratutious mention of his works in the
Newberry might be worth pursuing on a subliminal level —-- in fact
it might already have much to do with the chapters in progress.
Let's take advantage of the fact that really good writing seems
to be telling us three things or more at once while apparently
only telling us the obvious: "Jack and Jill went up the

als LT3 URET iy )

Do you tell us that the patterns to be discussed will be
presented in the order of their appearance throughout the year --
midge, MDC, PMD? In other words, is there a calendar to your
maddness?

I've read "Chapter 1: The Midge" and have already added "-- a
small beginning" as a thematic subhead underpinning. It's
wonderful (both the writing and the fly as I will never forget
that last hectic forenoon on Thompson's trying to cast and
connect with the damn thing).

So are Chapters 2 and 3. The tone is far chattier than the first
two books. You mention people you meet by name; is there any
likelihood they might get into trouble if you pinpoint their
whereabouts by time, date, and location? "You said you were
calling on clients...You said you were going to visit your Aunt
Martha...? Let'siget a bit of humor into it or the specificity of
you comments might make the reader wonder 'why is Syl citing
chapter and verse; is it crucial?'. v

Give me a list of the proposed patterns in the order of their
appearance in the book. You've got the wet-fly makings of Flick's
Streamside Guide going on here. Let's capitalize on it if that's
going to be the case.

And how is it going, the writing I mean? If I can ask you to
forget the jibes you've received about writing and publishing
"yet another SHF book"...if you can forget the "epiticism! vour
friends have levelled at you in jest...and just get on with the
work, I think you'd regain that edge you're afraid of having lost.




You've been writing a long time; not as much lately as you did
1'm sure when you had 'to to pay the bills by doing it, and
writing takes a lot of practice. Don't think about the words, just
focus on what you want to say ... block out a month ... and write
the goddamned thing to finish it. Don't take this as a bhit of
Greek cheerleading, conducted at a comfortable distance of 1400
miles, but rather the fact of the matter, which you already know
only too well: Syl Nemes resurrected the wet fly in the United
States, beginning in 1975. You do not have to apologize for that.
And you're about to do something none other has done in the
history of fly fishing in this century -- namely, stick your neck
out and explain to those of us what true innovation is. You've
invented the wet/dry or dry/wet...the scotch whiskey that does
not intoxicate, the fire that warms without burning, the

fly I can tie to catch fish on top using the contents of an old
pillow.

Other writers are catching on. I've enclosed Hughes' article.
Before your first book, before 1975, count on the fingers of one
hand the number of times this string of words appeared in
fishing literature: SOFT-HACKLED FLY. You've done it and now
voulre about to do it again. PFuck 'em. Do it...and without
apologies.

With luck I'll have at least read the first three chapters for
the 10th time by the time you've gotten this. I need the rest of
the book, as I've said, to see the full picture and add whatever
I can if anything as your "editor", mentor, and tormenter. You've
alreadyC}he the hard, wet work, now have fun and write it.

one
By the way, I'll be going to the Ausable for the Hendrickson on
May 2-6th. Any ideas, anything you'd like me to try for you?
Please! I tie shitty dry Hendricksons. Also the good, old Pere
Marquette in early June. (Rumor has it they might close the
entire state of Wisconsin to river and stream fishing for trout;
water flows are 50% of normal up there in the lower 1/3 to 1/2 of
the state.)

If it's not asking too much, can you send me your recipies for
all the flies you'll be covering in the book and a dozen of each
in all sizes? (Just kidding.i1£k,upe?/(

Spring and summer were here and gone already. Snow today.

Got to get thinking about how we're going to get this thing
typeset. If you won't get Wordstar 4.0 on DOS we might be in
trouble. Unless we can get someone to retype it in that language
for the Goble typesetting machine to translate into camera-ready
type.

I hope these comments have helped. Let's get on with it.
Fishing's coming. My love to you both and stay wonderful. Time

for some scotch of the other kind.g; 4;a§;%——~\w
/
2
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4 April 1989

Dear Sly Syl and Hazel:

Election Day in the Windy City and chaos will reign if Daley wins or
if he looses. Situation is normal;, power its own incentive for wanting
to gain more. Jesse Jackson can’t seem to back a winner; cries of
voter fraud are echoing even now, seven hours before the polls close.
I love it, but alas can no longer participate because of my 0Oak Park
status.

I read your story, Syl, in the FFH magazine and find that vou’re
indeed getting better at it. You’re not as tentative, more self-
assured. Maybe the writing’s getting easier?, tho I doubt it. I am
still waiting for the new book to edit. When will it be done? The
publisher is getting antsy.

So am I —- for fishing. Everyone at this time of the year -is a roaring
idiot. I can’t stand to eat lunch with anyone and have an almost
irresistable urge to knock hats off heads of strangers I see strolling
the streets. You know the feeling, but can do something more exciting
than I can... in just about a 40-minute drive.

Jack and I have already scheduled Sept 22 to fly out. Will keep you up
to date if you’re interested.

The two enclosures are confirmation and joy, combined. Walking
backward to better health still makes me smile. Scotch and Lefty: how
could I pass it up? (I see Syl smelling the peat Juice; I hear the
chuckling expletive "Oh, God"; I see the glass rising to your pursed
up lips; then the sip. Then a real —- "Oh, God..." and the little
shiver of pure delight sending your shoulders together and your entire
torso into uncontrollable spasms.) By the way, The Macallan (I love
the obligatory "The"; nice touch) is the best I’ve ever had, bar none.

Let me hear from you. Things are dull here just dealing with idiots.
There are never enough hats to knock about.

Kate’s great and busy. The kids love to see me in my waders; it makes
them laugh.

Cheers and love to all —-

P g WALV

P.S. Good news so far about the South Platte. Let’s see what 01’
George is really made of.
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Sy 1. 990

My other comments are self-explanatory and offered as improving the
clarity. I must also admit that your writing is notably bolder...not
so many "seems" "perhaps" "maybes" etc than the last time. Sounds like
you’re really sure of yourself.

Some stray comments....

Did you "murder them" or simply take them?
Do you really want the reader to stop reading and buy your second book
to find the meaning of "bloa"? Tell us.

This is a great first draft...on target and strictly defined,
consistent, and consistently interesting. Because I sent the
introduction earlier, I can’t remember how forcefully you set the
"theme" of the book in that section.

See what you think about my comments then let’s have the rest of the
book.

If you’re going to be really helpful, let me tell you what would be
best as we enter into the production phase of this endeavor.

Have the MS retyped. Spend some money. Or get a Macintosh and retype
it yourself in Microsoft Word. Here’s why.

If you give us the discs (copies of which you’ll keep in Bozeman), we
can then put it into our $65,000 typesetting computer and get to work.
Your typist will be doing the keystroking. You proof the MS, have your
corrections made to the discs, copy the discs, and let me take a set
back with me ( in October) or bring a set with you in November. Our
typesetter will work with Al, realign the margins, choose a type face,
press a button, and —- bingo —— type in galleys! PMTs. Ready for your
printer. Do it this way and we’re in fat city.

More about this all face to face.

I’m scheduled to arrive October 5th around 9:45PM. I have a car. Jack
is coming, the complication being his father is now terminally i11l.
Chuck might or might not come, not sure at this date. 1’11 call you
later this month with the facts. I can find your house and will come
to it that night, assuming that I can stay the night and head out for
West the following morning. I’m planning to stay out there until the
14th (Sunday). I’m also looking for a stray 5-acres somewhere;, any
hints? :

Get the remainder of the book for me. And let’s get this one done. As
a superstitious Greek, all I can say without offending the Gods is '"so

far, so good." It’s bloody wonderful and a fine "comeuppance!" to those

bur—head dryfliers who resemble more and more dyedinthewoolrepublicans.

I can tell fromthe computer screen that I’m nearly at the end of the
page, 8o/ will drag it our yvet a bit with a joke..
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S
Dear misER FarTY -- W , /
/ /Qiﬁ{

HI ham fro Barcelona. HI 1lik fore me'ere
wolk for tu you hin yoW 'otEL. HI ham watter °
hin Espainia 'otel. Pleez for to wreck-a-men

you miself hin person. Can geev my yob four
twith. "San'.chu. \\\\\\\

Yours gratioustily in ekspectation...

N (
f

tE fow (N |

\V

Manuel

P. S. My fren Johnnie Johnson wud lick copee
yaw nu buk signe with fore your name tu.
Pleez rung 800-524-0186 fore tawk.

/“/




e B b e

> St 7
" SN 4D e, 7 o e

e ; 4 :
@i




| Lo A
/{//c,(/ /ﬂd [zﬁ&%%{/& ,/%QI
.y BZMW g V‘%// Jere—

/k leen ’(//@"”&7 4

AN

PO PO 458/ K
‘ot W BT el e




GOBLE

Healthcare Marketing Agency

100 Apral 1991
Dear Syl:
And what a bloody handsome thing it is, too!

Congratulations...and I hope you sell 200,000 of ‘em. How does it feel
tol bel the author of a trilogy? ...a composer of three classic
symphonies, each of which uses the same three notes as a recurrent
motad® ... or the artist of a veratable triptych of clear, tight
prose, corresponding respectively with the waters you fish and the
lines you throw? ... or a shortstop who hits a bases-loaded triple to
deep left center off the ivy? ... or a quarterback with three running
touchdowns in one quarter? ... or an honest fisherman with a triple
hookup with the lead fly taking a brown, the first dropper a rainbow,
and the second dropper a brookie?

The cover turned out wonderfully. The spot illustrations and the one
of the fish on the opening page are all that you said they’d be.
Light, delicate, yet detailed, lifelike, evoking motion. The damned
things look alive just lying there on the page. Hats off to Diane,
too. Tell her for me that even though she had a bear and task-master
for a client, she learned quickly how to handle him.

I'm going to read it tonite, everything. And let me warn you that any
"problems’ I find 171} quietly keep to myselfi..until vou tell mne
that you’re planning a second edition, at which time I’11 reveal
everything (if anything) that I happen to find, but only under duress

It’s also nice to know that the pony express still manages to take a
week, even when it’s UPS himself riding the pony.

I’m going to take the unbound copy with me tomorrow to the monthly
Angler’s Club meeting. I might be able to shake a few orders your way
and I’11 have them send their cashchecksandmoneyorders to you at Box
34821 Boz MEBEBIHT 21 Ffen it s IOK with vou.

My best wishes to Hazel too, for putting up with all the poop book-
birth like this caniset adrift.

I"1d4 belin touch throughout the summer to let vou in on more of the
details of our trip west this July. And remember what that nimitable

i
curmudgeon Ambrose Bierce (The Last Gringo) had to say about critics:

Critic, n. A person who boasts himself hard to please because nobody
tries to please him.

Thanks for your kind words and for letting me 1n.//, ' it i 5 E 7 3
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7 February 1990

Dear Syl & Haz —-

So' why didn't I call? So why didn’t I write sooner? Dig this.
Everyone was sick three days after you left...from Dec 18th and
through Christmas. Fevers. Throw-up. Midnight prowlings. Unplanned
bedpissings. Boogymen. Cold tiny feet on the small of the back at 4

am. Etc.

Then everyone got better. Then I got sick Dec 26 to Dec 30.
Then I got better. Then Kate got sick. Then everyone got sick again.

Which was just as well because the kid’s cousins in St. Louis got sick
then. So we cancelled our trip to St. Louis. Good thing, too.

6

Because I got sick again. Then the kids went back to school (also
known around here as the cess pool or bacterial culture plate) and
brought home a new batch of bugs which had their way with us, being as
we were already on our backs and in position already.

Then Margaret our rock of Gibralter for 5-1/2 years tells us she’s
leaving for greener pastures. Ten days notice is 0K, please? So we’/ve
been running around to find a school for Nicky and a place for Ali.

KEEN EDGE® MOORE BUSINESS FORMS, INC 225

..it’s been too busy at work, too. Dig this: the computer is
great, but it also counts words.

Since Dec 18th, I’ve been averaging about 16,000 words a day (5 bytes
a word, 90,000 bytes a day, not counting meetings and conferences and
traveling to see clients).

Sorry....and now about the Intro you sent. I like it very much, but
let’s wait to see what you finally come up with in final copy. Use it
as a "guide," but you know what’ll happen when you get to writing it.
Sometimes "more" is better than you thought. And by the way, how is IT
coming? Send it piecemeal or in an all-at—-once rush. I can’t wait.

Love and kisses..fﬁ%]wmi
o

& A . gl “ o ¥
P.S. Orvis in Chicago has closed forever. So it goes.

MOORE CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-323-6230 OR CONTACT YOUR LOCAL SALES REPRESENTATIVE
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BI I i 233 E. Wacker Dr.
Chicago, Illinois 60601 V

Healthcare Marketing Agency  312/565-0552

25 June 90

Dear Syl:

Fished the 0ld Pere Marquette the 12-15th June and had a ball. Seems
there’s a connection between Montana and the PM Rod and Gun Club --
they "own" a 4.5 mile stretch of water down from Clay Banks and above
Gleason’s. Very nice water and very nice Bitteroot browns 13" to 18".
Perhaps they were seduced with the promise of Piston tickets?

SFH #12 PT, Tup’s, Green/Ostrich, and variation of the Black for the

grey drake took fish up to 17" for me. Thirty to 10" a few in 12-14"

and one 15" and the 17".

Funny weather this year. Out West, too, I gather.

I also gather either (a) you’re still writing, (b) you’ve given it up
for a while, (c) altogether, (d) or you’ve found someone else to edit

for you. Let me know one way or ’tother.

Jack and I are planning to fish Y’stone and environs the first week of
October.

Let’s hear how things are going before then.

Take it easy but take it. Regards to all.

ea
Urban joke: What gea you get when you cross a Puerto Rican and
and a Polack? {Someone who spray-paints obsenities on chain-1link

fences).
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A FTER 15 YEARS IN 10 DIFFERENT AD
AGENCIES, I'VE DECIDED TO GO INTO
BUSINESS FOR MYSELE MY ADDRESS MAY
HAVE CHANGED, BUT MY WORK HASN'T. IT’S

STILL UNIQUELY ... MIYAWAKI CREATIVE
1221 1ST AVE S. SEATTLE, WA 98134. 587-6530

Dear Syl,

I hope things are working out for you., If this letter
finds you at this address, I hope you're working at another
agency in Chicago., If it gets forwarded, then I hope it's
near some great fishing.

I had a great time with the two of you fishing for brown
trout during steelhead weather, Syl, it will be a long time
before I forget the evening we spent talking with Paul Brown
and Jack Gartside at the Coachman, I hope I will be able
to make next year's meeting,

Unless you're totally blind, you've noticed my letter—bQ
head., And you don't have to be an economics professor toAFhat
this is not the best time to be starting up a business., Lest
you think that I've totally lost my senses, there was a reason
for this, .I lost my job, Which was preceeded by Kraft Smith
losing the Olympic Stain account.

But t%ﬁat's not all, 1In order to keep up the mortgage

and pay the rent, I've taken a job back at my old agency in
LA, Seems they would like to pay a ridiculous sum of money
to have me back.

From the 3rd of January, I'll be in LA and my family
will be here in Seattle., (The kid needs to finish the sem-
ester., Besides, the economy up here may change by June),

I'11 have my truck, clothes and fishing gear, If you're
in LA in the springtime, call me, I'll show you the Owens
and Hot Creek,

Happy new year to you both and the best of luck,




Adhesives Research, Inc.
BOX 245E, GLEN ROCK, PA 17327 U.S.A.
ONE 717-235-4860
TELEX 84-0454 ADRESGRCK
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Aug,u/r(: 29,0 (U499

MNrn., Sylvestern Nemea
P.0. Box 3782
Bogeman, AT 509772

Sylvesten;
Enclosed you p[ea/le/féna/ a check fon J 29095 payment

)'fon oun new ook "Six ontha in Scotland” which ou Ao

kind g aent me. it San youn previous booka, ia /;eauti.fu[lg

done, and nepaesentas. . yet anothen o,{ youn tmponrntant

contrnibutions to oun apont. [ also want to thank iou fon
<

the anlcnt'.p'é[.on and the weldl ‘tiead 40)Zt hackle Y you
enclosed.

I have alsro enclosed a numben o{ {temsa and ,{li_ea in
appreciation fon the many houns of enjoyment youn books have
funnished me.

The LIQUA-TAC ia the [i_quz'_d c{ubéing, wax [(in Canrbon
lTetrachlornide) that [ had mentioned +to you. It 7 extnemelg
tackg//, and " il L En ot | hamdern, [t and the enclosed [ine
l)ne/l/u',ng, (on pads) anre not commenciall available, [ make

them up myAelf. L think you will Like them.

[ have alaso enclosed sectiona oif (S Landitisy bt iielt
lead core tno[lén;} Line. The lead core measunes [2 and 20
mila neapectively, and ia conaidenably easien to use for
wei_g,/zti,ng, )f[i_e/l than punre lead wire. [t alaso hasr anothen
use: (t can be wnapped per se to produce welghted bodies
{ note /10){2‘_ hackle (0, enclored) v v ke boa/y colon 0{ thia
{lg was e{{ected b /ziééi.ng, golden—gellaw NONOCORD j[[oaa
between the tunna of the lead core Liinenbnt “the 6oa’;{/ can
also be coloned with an indelible penr.

[he [706151 o,f the othen three Aoft hackle fli,exi i 2, 7
and &) and the a//zy f[g enclosed ut[.[[_ge a Atnépped saddle
hackle quill neverse wnapped with thread of the . colonlal
wanted, and [Lg,/ttly lacquenea/. Numbern 7 appeanrs to be
rnathen plaén in the Z[_g,/zt, but comesa alive in the dank. [t
ia tied | with gnreen p/zoAp/lone4cen'é thread (see NITE GLO
thread, e of the enclosed catalog,/. L have: nat }[[.A/IQC{
thia pattenn (this ia the only one [ have tz'.ea//._ Advise me
o{ youn evaluation L{ you choose to )'Z[,A/l (t. lwo commenta
on the thread: [t (4 not as atnrong asa it would appear, and

}Z'.z‘_ haar a textunrne that intenfenes with whip dortafidag Che
ead.




The Ao{t hackle nympﬁ& enclosed (#'a [(,4,5,and 9/ are a
pattenn e /n%z flg f&Aﬁéng. buddies call it Ken's ”ympﬁ/
Ehat L4 extnemely ef ective: [t comesa alive in the waten.
It (n tied with a Hen Saddle tail and Hackle, wland ia body o{
a mixtune of colonas dubbed nandom[y on the ithread. '# 6odg
of peacock henld ia alao roductive. The "tail” nepresents
the abdomen of the ngmpzi ALl o{ the nympﬁd are weégﬁted.
There ane alao some vanriationa nepne4ented Ln it he f[ée4
enclosed. F[y numbenr [ was tied uaing a ALngle. Indian #Hen
saddle hackle wound {[at on the hook /Aégq_/6, 2x)to
pnaduce both 'thellitail and the fﬂont Aack[e._ fly numben %
has a brass bead tied in behind the hackle. The movement o
the hackle in the waten intenmittently blocksa the {lash of
the bead, addéng to ot e{ ectiveneas. F[y numben 9 ia tied
with a burnt onrnange Hen Pheasrant 6ody hackle unden a dank
mottled brown I[Indian Hen asaddle tail, and.g bunnt orange
pﬁéloplume wound behind the fﬂont Aackle.ﬁfly numben 3 (a
the only _one [ have named. I ealdivits Llke IS Nincoln
laibiay . Tlhe Bég Buggg”/. It i tied likte the otherna except
Peacock hend s used to {onm the fnont ﬁa[{ of the 6odg. 1
L4 a veny ké[lén} pattenn/

[ have enclosed two othenr f[éea, a mylan 6odg Aoft
hackle atreamen and a pean[eAcent mylan bodied venrntical
emengen thot i Aégﬁly pnoductive. when fiaﬁed on a Alégﬁt
téppet.

Lt €0 "give my patterns an tmpreaslon 0{ Life (when
f&aﬁed/ ti@ou h inherent movement and apparent comp exiLty o{
atructune., %ovement {a beat achieved with Aoft hackle
pattenna.

We_ll, .[ 9,(12,4/.!. [ 've_ nambled on enoug,/z. ‘[I[ gzou fL/)./’Z

these pattenns, ['d centainly appreciate yourn appraisal. [
home pﬁone numgen LA hon the %acéUZZ the enzloaedpgand. .

Good Fiaﬁéngf




Cée/marc, jnc,

5897 LOON LAKE LOOP
ROSE CITY, Ml 48654
(517) 685-3841
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6 October 1994

Dear Syl and Hazel -—-

Many, many thanks again for your company and hospitality. I‘m sitting
here in a city that has more dirt in the air than you guys have east
of the divide and Kate wants to move out there and the kids want to go
fishing all the time and horsebackriding and Jack wants to move

and ... on'andion.

Trying to live the good life here is not the issue. Trying to make a
living is the thing now. What with saving for "retirement" and the
kid’s schooling all at the same time, I feel a little like the poor
old horse I rode at Chico Host Springs. I get fed, they ride me around
for a coupla of hours a day, I sweat a little, the bridle bites, the
saddle cinch pinches -- but -- HEY! -- its a life.

Enough.

I read and reread the chapter on callibaetis. And I think it’s OK in
the main, except for what I said after I first read it -- there’s some

language in there that doesn’t sound like you. Page 1: "The marked
sexual dimorphism makes it difficult to associate males and females of
the same species correctly unless they are reared or are taken in
copula." I understand that pretty well. But what about this: "The
males and females are difficult to tell apart because they look the
same. The only way to be sure is to catch them in flagrato (in the act
of mating) and segregate them for observation."?

I know the problem all too well. I work as a writer of medical stuff,
therefore, I know medicine. Right? Not. I can write like a doctor
thinks (poor me) and if I’m not careful, I can slip into TECHNO-JARGON
(otherwise known as TECHO-BABBLE) at the drop of an innocent
participle.

The strength and beauty of all your previous books is you -- that
skeptical voice that has always sought to discover, clarify and
simplify while at the same time you present the "average reader" with
the fruits of your observation and experience. You seem to be saying
in your other works: "These are the facts, they are hard to duplicate
with materials available to us, you can’t tie a #32 midge. But look
what I did to solve that problem...."

You’ve been reading too much and talking too much to scientists.

You should be saying: "Thanks for your poop, Herr Doktor. Now I must
go and run this through Syl’s shit detector and make sense of it for
myself and my readers."




I find the callibaetis section more than fine. And except for what T
just wrote, your writing is as clear and decisive as ever. Trust your
shit detector, Syl. Put yourself in my shoes. At best, 30% of what you
know gets into your prose at any one time. (Same percentage as me.)
You can’t do more except for making that 30% 100% clear. I tried
writing instructions on how to tie a blood knot without using any
pictures. Try it; can’t be done.

So what do you do? Just what I trust you to do whenever I go back to
one of your books. Give the size, the hablts, the behavior, the
rlseform, the habitat, the nymphal and emerging forms, the dun and
spinner forms. Tell me your experiences and refinements. Clear the air
of some old bumfuck’s tight-assed rules. Tell me why even though the
natural has a bright pink belly, if you tie it with orange it works
better. Give me some anecdotal, third-party experience. Tell me how
you fished it one night on the Missouri and at dusk on the Gallatin.
And with whom. Tell me how to tie it. Give it all to me in your wry,
yet assured tone and I’11 love you forever as I do now.

That’s the best any of us can do. Keep going. When you get closer to
revising the first chapters, be so kind as to send your most current
draft so that I can see the whole thing whole.

Jack and I are planning a trip up to Michigan’s Gull Lake near
Kalamazoo for -- dig this! -- stray reports and unfounded rumors of
landlocked salmon and huge rainbows. We’re going on the 16th of
October. I will report, Sir, on our experiences.

In the meantime my love and ours all together to you both.

See you in the mail.




