
January 5 ,1 9 9 5

Dear Sylvester,

I have been enjoying a w inter of tying soft hackle flies... thanks to the interesting clinic you
conducted in Great Falls last fall. However, I am struggling with tying the Blue Winged Olive as 
described on page 45  of Soft Hackled Fly Imitations. The problem is with getting a satisfactory 
material fo r the soft hackle. Enclosed are four samples of my BWO flie patterns:

Tied with light gray hen hackle. Bad! V .^

. I |L ■

Tied with the under-belly (rea i4 ieatfl^|ip% a^H ungarian Partridge.

Tied with Starling (basepa

Tied with b r fk  feather of a House and probably too short)& g'

Do you have any suggestions as fljiwhatevfhulci be the best m itW rial fo r this hackle. The hen hackle 
tha t I used fo r the firs t fly seems to be too stiff.- fs th#Hup haokleiioo Jong and too thick? I would 
appreciate your comments. . 9' ’’

I purchase three patches of hen hackle from  you after the clinic but at this point I am not sure what 
patterns tha t I would use them on. I have all three of your books so could you give me a reference? 
Enclosed is stamped return envelope fo r your convenience. I've also enclosed another copy of this 
letter if you wanted to comment on that. I haven't had a chance to use the soft hackle flies on the 
M issouri this late fall and early winter. I've been out a few times when the wind had stopped 
blowing but the fish weren't up and feeding. I am anxiously awaiting early spring.

Sincerely, 

Bill Rammer



August 24, 2004

SYLVESTER NEMES 
PO BOX 3782 
BOZEMAN MT 59772

Dear Sylvester,

I tried to catch up with you last week at the Fly Fishing Conclave in West Yellowstone. I would 
have loved to have attended your speaking engagement, but I was attending the Women's Fly 
Fishing Seminar at the Bar-N-Ranch. What a blast! I learned a ton and there are lots of ladies 
out there who really want to fly fishing independently. Maggie Merriman was great.

I have a gentleman from Ohio by the name of Doug Duvall who really wants a signed copy of 
your book, so I have sent you three books today. Would you sign one to Doug- he met you in 
1995 at State College in PA at a Soft Hackle Class you were giving. Said it was one of the most 
enjoyable days ever. He is a fellow Ohioan and a soft hackle fanatic. The other two books are just 
to have on hand.

I have enclosed postage so that you can put the books back in their box and drop them off at the 
Post Office. I also have a return label filled out.

We are just getting the Book Mailer put together, it should be going to the printer around 
mid-September.

Wish I could have caught up with you last week, but I guess I will just have to look forward to 
that day-

Hope all is well and thanks ahead for your "john henry's"



Verne Roberts
1051 Ocean Ridge Drive
Wilmington, NC 28405

Mr. Sylvester Nemes 
3200 Shooting Star Lane 
Bozeman, MT 59715
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Verne Roberts 
Miff Ocean Ridge Drive 

Wilmington, NC 28405
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Mr. Sylvester Nemes 
3200 Shooting Star Lane 
Bozeman, Mt 59772



John Randolph Box 8200
Editor & Publisher Harrisburg, PA 17105-8200

(717) 657-9555 
FAX# (717) 657-9526

February 7, 1991

Sylvester Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

Dear Syl,

Thanks for sending the chapters from Soft-Hackle fly 
Imitations. I doubt that we can get something in before the 
book appears in May because we have nearly completed our May 
issue. But it seems to me that what we need is a piece that 
explains when, where, and why one should use soft hackles and 
how to tie them— several representative patterns such as you 
mention in the book.

The Chapter "Creating Your Own Soft-Hackle Fly Solutions" would 
have worked well in the magazine with a precede explaining the 
effectiveness of soft-hackles and when and where to use them, 
but since the story would appear in our summer or fall issue it 
would be too late to simply use an excerpt. Perhaps you could 
suggest a solution— -a new article for the magazine slanted 
toward the uses, fishing and tying— about 2200 words?

Let me know what you think. I have wanted such a piece for ten 
years. The soft-hackles are a thing for me.

I greatly enjoyed getting the chance to talk last summer and 
hope we can fish this summer when I come out. I hear the snow 
is not coming the way it should out there. Let's hope it comes 
before late spring.

Best regards,

A Publication of Cowles Magazines



FLY 
FISHERMAN

A Cowles Enthusiast Media Publication

L i  T7
April 23,

Sylvester Nemes 
P.0. Box 3782/ 
Bozeman, MT 09772

-Dear Syl,

Nice to talk to you today. Wfiat I can use on the Scottish' fishing 
is a 2,000— word piece on the state of the'Salmon fishing (lousy) 
and the fact that the best buys on some o f the h ref Fir-nf-finh 
rivers a'fce now available. The story should include the following.

I. Briefly, how bad is the fishing now and why.- A n d ' why go 
"there to fish for salmon, an.yr.r̂ y?
"— ■'"'''ll. How to plan for such a salmon trip. That is, which 
-rivers- smell or large, should one plan to book and why? Should 
one book alone or with a group. Which riyprs ere -t-te best pnw and— _  
who do i contact tor booking on them? Any specifics on the rivers 
you.chose would be appreciated— the nature of spate salmon rivers 
in Scotland. Whp-h Qhrni]H nr^c pay new £^r t-ho r-j ypr^
beats that vou describe? What can one expect to o av for lodging 
during sucK" a trip, and mnc-t-_nne hire~~3~~ghill irg~^and^-if sn how 
mtrdlT~wi li.it r-nst per day? Does dne need a g h i l  lie to do this 
/fishing?

IIT|| Are north coast .rivers better than east coast or west 
coast? My understanding is that the west coast rivers are, the' 
worst— no fish. That leaves the east coast and. the north coast 
fivers. Then one needs to know: Do 1- book a small river or a 
large one? The pluses and minuses of each.

IV. Which season of fishing is fhe best to book? And if I 
book spring, summer, or fall how does the fishing change through' 
each season and should my fishing tactics change accordingly—  
i.e. small flies versus large flies, two-handed rod versus one 
hander? What flies and in what sizes should I take for.this 
fishipg?

6405. Flank Drive • Harrisburg, PA 17112-2753 • (717) 657-9555 • Fax: (717) 657-9526



Your tly could be a sidebar in the piece and i could do a sidebar 
on the Scotch stngle-malt trail,for fly fishers to do when they 
are not fishing.

Let me know if I have missed something here./ I'd need the piece 
by mid-June for o u t ,October issue.
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Syl Nemes
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772 
November 27, 1995

■ (1 i f  „ 1 a ' J' 1 tai* ' 4*{ u ' : ¿Sl •*, V 1 „

Dear Fly Fishing Friend:

Well, I’m writing you (again, perhaps) to tell you about my new book, SPINNERS, the 
firs t book dedicated solely to adult mayflies. I spent three years collecting , studying 
and identifying spinners (with the help of an entomologist from Montana State 
University). The book records dates of appearance, molting and mating habits and 
colors, shapes and sizes of nearly 40 species. There are more than 30 new spinner 
patterns which are quick and easy to tie from readily available materials. A new 
winging method (the most difficult part of tying a spinner as you know) is described 
using only hackle fibers which are divided, flattened and pulled with thumbs and 
forefingers. (No difficult figure 8’s.)

New patterns, like Syl’s Gold Plated spinner and Syl’s Gold Tail spinner are highly 
productive during a spinner fall and are also very effective during the hatch of duns. 
There are also dun/spinners w ith the body of spinners and wings of duns to be fished 
anytime, and doubles, two small flies tied on larger hooks for better visibility and better 
hooking.

The book is 6 x 9, with 157 pages of black and white text and with a 16 page color 
section featuring some rare macro photos of spinners including one just molting out of 
its dun skin.

The book features fine binding from Dekker Book Binding in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
and should be ready to mail about Jan 7. (It’s at the printer here in Bozeman, now.) 
This milestone book will retail fo r $34.95, but I’m writing you with a pre-publication 
offer of $30.00, post paid, which means you’ll receive your first edition, signed copy 
long before the book will be available in stores and fly  shops, if you send your 
payment now.

If you want to order by phone, please call me at 406 587 8301, when I can tell you
o\/an m n r p  ah mi t R P I N N F R f t

fe rry  J(i Siangan
Sox 139i» > 207Svani cim
£lk Mountain}
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WILLIAM R ROSENSTEEL
400 8 HESITA PL
WEST COVINA CA 91791-2748

TROUT UNLIMITED



Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 

Bozeman, MT 59772 
406 587 8301 
Jan 16,1995

Dear Fly Fishing Friend:

Well, I'm  writing you to tell you about my new book, SPINNERS, the first 
book dedicated solely to adult mayflies. I spent three years collecting, studying and 
identifying spinners (with the help of an entomologist from Montana State 
University). - The book records dates of appearance, molting and mating habits and 
colors, shapes and sizes of nearly 40 species. There are more than 30 new spinner 
patterns which are quick and easy to tie from readily available materials. A new 
winging method (the most difficult part of tying a spinner as you know) is described 
usmg only hackle fibers which are divided, flattened and pulled with wetted or 
waxed thumbs and forefingers. (No difficult figure 8's.)

New patterns, like Syl's Gold Plated Spinner™ and Syl's Gold Tail Spinner™ 
are highly productive during a spinner fall and are also very effective during the 
hatch of duns. There are also dun/spinners with the body of spinners and wings of 
duns to be fished anytime, and doubles, two small flies tied on larger hooks for 
better visibility and better hooking.

T The book is 6 x 9/ with 157 pages of black and white text and with a 16 page 
color section featuring some rare macro photos of spinners including one iust 
molting out of its dim skin.

The book features fine vellum binding from Dekker Book Binding in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, and should be ready to mail befor the end of January. This 
milestone book will retail for $34.95, but I'm writing you with a pre-publication offer 
of $30.00, post paid, which means you'll receive your first edition, signed copy long 
before the book will be available in stores and fly shops, if you send your check now. 
You will also save several dollars.

If you want to find out more about the book, please call me at 406 587 8301. 
You can also charge the $30 to your Visa or Mastercard credit card.

/



Dr. Gregory NI. Bose 
2340 Bellâtre St 
Denver, CO 80207-34 19
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M r & Mrs. Frank P. Robertson 
1340 Parkhill Drive 

Boise, ID 83702
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Byron Richards 
807 15 th Ave.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
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Byron Richards 
807 15th Ave
Menlo Park CA 94025-1947



DOUGLAS L. REITER 
P.Q. BOX 211646 
ANCHORAGE 9 AK 99521
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M R* MRS BEIDEN B RAU JR 
5625 LINDA ROSA AVE. 

LAJOLLA, CA 92037-7539
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Sylvester Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeirtan, MT 53772.
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WILD^ÖÖV ...m'TERRRISES, INC.
n o i Montana Ave.,, Suite 

Santa Moni ca," CA 90403





WÍLDWQOD ENTERPRISES, INC
1101 Montana Ave.,J>ui1:ç E 
' Santa Monica, CA 90403



February 13, 1996

Mr. Syl Nemes 
P.O .Box 3782 
Bozeman, Montana 59772

Dear Mr. Nemes:

Enclosed is Robert Radford's check for $30.00 for a copy of your new book 
SPINNERS. He appreciates your letter and looks forward to reading the 
publication.

Thank you.

1101 Montana Avenue, Suite E, Santa Monica, CA 90403 • (310) 395-5155 • Fax (310) 395-3975

Sincerely,

Donna Kail

WILDWOOD ENTERPRISES, INC.



B

March 4, 1996

Sylvester Nemes :
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 53772

Dear Mr. Nemes:

Robert Redford asked me to thank you for sending him your book, SPINNERS. He 
greatly appreciated the gesture and looks forward to reading it as soon as his 
schedule allows.

Sincerely, \

X .

WILDWOOD ENTERPRISES, INC.
I lOl Montang,AvenUe, Suite E, Sajita Monica, CA 90403 • (310)395-5155 • Fax (310)'395-3975
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TWENTY NEW SOFT HACKLES for the 
MAJOR HATCHES of AMERICA!

Now, after three years testing, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS Is finished and will be 

published around April 15, by the author, Syl Nemes.
This is the most advanced of the three books on the soft-hackled fly because each pattern 

was designed to be used during the rise of certain insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, 

four baetis, two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, Mother's Day caddis, mahogany dun, rusty 

spinner, freshwater shrimp, plus six soft hackles for Eastern trout streams. There's even a chapter 

on designing your own soft hackles, and an introduction by Dave Hughes.
Three major advantages of these flies have emerged during the testing: |  Larger 

imitations than the actual insect. 2. Effective on the swing. 3. Surer, deeper hooking.
The 6 X 9 inch, 120 page book features color paintings of the flies and will be bound in fine 

sail cloth. The regular price of the book is $27.95, plus $2.00 S&H. Pre-publication price is $22.95 

ppd, signed by the author.
To Order write: Syl Nemes, PO Box 3782, Bozeman, MT. 59772.
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MaeCaltum Rienhoff 
OURAY RANCH 

13 County Rd. 6203 
Granby, CO 80446
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TWENTY NEW SOFT HACKLES FOR 
THE MAJOR HATCHES OF AMERICA!

Now, after four years testing, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS 
has been published and is available from the author, Syl Nemes.

This is the most advanced of the three books on the soft-hackled fly 
because each pattern was designed to be used during the rise of certain 
insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, four baetis, two tricos, 
callibaetis, green drake, Mother's day caddis, mahogany dun, rusty 
spinner, freshwater shrimp, plus six soft hackles for Eastern trout 
streams. There's even a chapter on designing your own soft hackles, and 
an introduction by Dave Hughes.

Three major advantages of thesp flies have emerged during the 
testing: 1. larger imitations than the actual insect. 2. effective on the 
swing. 3. surer, deeper hooking.

The 6 x 9  inch, 120 page book features color paintings of the flies, 
and is bound in fine sail cloth. You can get an autographed copy by 
return mail for the regular price of $27.95, plus $2.00 S&H, ($29.95).

To order write: Syl Nemes, PO Box 3782, Bozeman, MT 59772.



KATHLEEN FRYE 
GREGORY ROSE 
2340 Bellaire Street 
Denver, CO 80207
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Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

February 1, 1991

Dear friend of the Soft Hackle:

You may have heard I have been working on a new book on soft 
hackles since my retirement here in Bozeman, Mt. Now, after 
three years testing new patterns and one year writing, SOFT 
HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be published sometime 
in April by me and my wife, Hazel.

This is the most advanced and perhaps the most enlightening 
of the three books I've written on the soft-hackled fly because 
each pattern was designed to be used during the rise of certain 
trout insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, four baetis, 
two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, mother's day caddis, 
mahogany dun, rusty spinner, and freshwater shrimp. There are 
also six soft-hackled patterns for eastern waters designed by a 
good friend of mine who fishes in the Catskills most of the year.
If I've left out your favorite hatch, there is a chapter on 
designing your own soft hackles to help you match the hatches in 
your own backyard.

All of the new imitations are as easy to tie as any soft 
hackle, still basically a two part fly of body and bird or hen 
hackle. You will see all of the flies in color, photographed, as 
well as painted by James Marc, fine artist from California who 
also happens to be an avid fly fisherman. Included are all of 
the new dressings and tying and fishing instructions on most of 
the great trout water in Montana and Idaho.

SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS also has an introduction by Dave 
Hughes, himself a proponent of the soft-hackled fly.

The 6 x 9 inch, 120 page book is bound in fine sail cloth 
and will retail for $27.95. I'm writing you with a pre-publication 
offer of $22,95 ppd^ This means you will be first in the country 
to receive your first edition copy, autographed by me, long before 
the book appears in stores and fly shops, if you send your payment now.

Thanks for your previous purchases, phone calls and letters.
Now, there is quite an army of followers and believers in the 
soft-hackled fly.

Sincerely,

Syl Nemes
¿ ra fa
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Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

February 1, 1991

Dear friend of the Soft Hackle:

You may have heard I have been working on a new book on soft 
hackles since my retirement here in Bozeman, Mt. Now, after 
three years testing new patterns and one year writing, SOFT 
HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be published sometime 
in April by me and my wife, Hazel.

This is the most advanced and perhaps the most enlightening 
of the three books I've written on the soft-hackled fly because 
each pattern was designed.,to be used during the rise of certain 
trout insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, four baetis, 
two tricos,:callibaetis, green drake, mother's day caddis, 
mahogany dun, rusty spinner, and freshwater shrimp. There are 
also six soft-hackled patterns for eastern waters designed by a 
good friend of mine who fishes in the Catskills most of the year.
If I've left out your favorite hatch, there is a chapter on 
designing your own soft hackles to help you match the hatches in 
your own backyard.

All of the new imitations are as easy to tie as any soft 
hackle, still basically a two part fly of body and bird or hen 
hackle. You will see all of the flies in color, photographed, as 
well as painted by James Marc, fine artist from California who 
also happens to be an avid fly fisherman. Included are all of 
the new dressings and tying and fishing instructions on most of 
the great trout water in Montana and Idaho.

SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS also has an introduction by Dave 
Hughes, himself a proponent of the soft-hackled fly.'

, The 6 x 9 inch, 120 page book is bound in fine sail cloth 
and will retail for $27.95. I'm writing you with a pre-publication 
offer of $22.95 ppd. This means you will be first in the country 
to receive your first edition copy, autographed by me, long before 
the book appears in stores and fly shops, if you send your payment now.

Thanks for your previous purchases, phone calls and letters.
Now, there is quite an army of followers and believers in the 
soft-hackled fly.
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TWENTY NEW SOFT HACKLES for the 
MAJOR HATCHES of AMERICA!

Now, after three years testing, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be 

published around April 15, by the author, Syl Nemes.
This is the most advanced of the three books on the soft-hackled fly because each pattern 

was designed to be used during the rise of certain insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, 

four baetis, two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, Mother's; Day caddis, mahogany dun, rusty 

spinner, freshwater shrimp, plus six soft hackles for Eastern trout streams. There's even a chapter 

on designing your own soft hackles, and an introduction by Dave Hughes.
Three major advantages of these flies have emerged during the testing: 1. Larger 

imitations than the actual insect. 2. Effective on the swing. 3. Surer, deeper hooking.

The 6X9 inch, 120 page book features color paintings of the flies and will be bound in fine 

I sail cloth. The regular price of the book is $27.95, plus $2.00 S&H. Pre-publication price is $22.95 

l-"PIS!, signed by the author.

To Order write: Syl Nemes, PO Box 3782, Bozeman, MT. 59772.
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TWENTY NEW SOFT HACKLES for the 
MAJOR HATCHES of AMERICA!

Now, after three years testing, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be 

published around April 15, by the author, Syi Nemes.
This is ire most advanced of the three books on the soft-haekied fly because each pattern 

was designed to be used during the rise of certain insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, 

four baetis, two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, Mother's Day caddis, mahogany dun, rusty 

spinner, freshwater shrimp, plus six soft hackles for Eastern trout streams. There's even a chapter 

on designing your own soft hackles, and an introduction by Dave Hughes.
Three major advantages of these flies have emerged during the testing: 1. Larger 

imitations than the actual insect. 2. Effective on the swing. 3. Surer, deeper hooking.
The 6 X 9 inch, 120 page book features color paintings of the flies and will be bound in fine

sail rinthThft mgiilarpricfiof the hook is $27.95, plus $2.00 S&H. Pre-PUblkatrSffiic e  is $22.95"; >  

'ppdTsigned by the author.
i o uraer write: syi Nemes, PO Box 3782, Bozeman, MT. 59772.



JO H N  K. ROSS, M.D.
INTERNAL MEDICINE 

M E D IC A L -D E N T A L  B U ILD IN G  
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YOR K TO W N  H E IG H TS , N E W  YORK 10598

TELEPHONE 962-4402



CHARLES N. RAPPAPORT, M.D. 
POST OFFICE BOX 
WESTFORD, MA 01886
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Mel Rossmo 
340 p  1573 Bègbie St. 

Victoria, B.C. V8R ILI Canada
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FLIES TIED TO ORDER TACKLE ROD BUILDING KITS

EDDIE’S FLIES
Wholesale-Retail Quality Fly Tying Materials and Supplies

Telephone 945-5587 • 303 Broadway 
BANGOR, MAINE 04401
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JERRY l .  RUNYAN 
207 Evans Ave. Box 139 

Elk Mountain, W yo 82324
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