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Syl Nemes 
Box 3782
Bozeman, MT 59772

5/2/91

Dear Mr. Nemes:
Enclosed Is my check of $29.95 for an autographed first 
edition of your Soft-Hackled Fly Imitations.
This book will be a birthday gift for my fishing buddy who 
is a soft hackle fanatic, an accomplished tier, and has 
spoken to you at the Denver Sportsman Show. If possible, 
I'd very much appreciate you personally inscribing the 
book to him. His name is Steve Johnson and I know it would 
make a special addition to his fishing library.
Thank you very much for your consideration,

John E. Quîhan 
11192 W. Patterson PI 
Littleton, CO 80127
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EDWARD J. QUIGLEY ASSOCIATES
701 Penrith Place

Gwynedd Valley, Pennsylvania 19437 
215-628-3037 •  FAX: 215-628-9750
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Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772 
December 20, 1995

Dear Fly Fishing Friend:

Well, I’m writing you to tell you about my new book, SPINNERS, the first book 
dedicated solely to adult mayflies. I spent three years collecting, studying and 
identifying spinners (with the help of an entomologist from Montana State University). 
The book records dates of appearance, molting and mating habits and colors, shapes 
and sizes of nearly 40 species. There are more than 30 new spinner patterns which 
are quick and easy to tie from readily available materials. A new winging method (the 
most difficult part of tying a spinner as you know) is described using only hackle fibers 
which are divided, flattened and pulled with wetted or waxed thumbs and forefingers. 
(No difficult figure 8’s.)

New patterns, like Syl’s Gold Plated spinner™ and Syl’s Gold Tail Spinner™ are 
highly productive during a spinner fall and are also very effective during the hatch of 
duns. There are also dun/spinners with the body of spinners and wings of duns to be 
fished anytime, and doubles, two small flies tied on larger hooks for better visibility and 
better hooking.

The book is 6 x 9, with 157 pages of black and white text and with a 16 page color 
section featuring some rare macro photos of spinners including one just molting out of 
its dun skin.

The book features fine vellum binding from Dekker Book Binding in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, and should be ready to mail about Jan 18. This milestone book will retail 
for $34.95, but I’m writing you with a pre-publication offer of $30.00, post paid, which 
means you’ll receive your first edition, signed copy long before the book will be 
available in stores and fly shops, if you send your check now. You will also save 
several dollars.

If you want to find out more about the book, please call me at 406 587 8301.



EDWARD J. QUIGLEY ASSOCIATES
701 Penrith Place

Gwynedd Valley, Pennsylvania 19437 
215-628-3037 •  FAX: 215-628-9750
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EDWARD J. QUIGLEY ASSOCIATES
701 Penrith Place

Gwynedd Valley, Pennsylvania 19437 
215-628-3037 •  FAX: 215-628-9750
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page 2 Letter to Syl Nemes

He comes back to the soft-hackled fly in a chapter titled 
"Beaver Dam Bonanza." Here he points out how shy trout are in 
such an environment. How skitterish. That’s why he thinks wet 
flies will catch more trout in still water than high-floating 
dries. And he says the "beaver dam pond lure supreme" is the "wet

Yes, "in these quiet waters trout can be caught on anything 
and at anytime of the year [but] the spider is the brew with 
which to do it. As with many things of merit, it is a wonder that 
more flies of this type [the soft-hackled wets] are not in use. 
They are very simple to construct, and require very little 
material. The secret in making them perform properly is to secure 
some exceptionally soft hackle." Then he sings your song!

He calls the flies "spiders" and gives dressings for Grouse 
Hackle, Black hen hackle, Mourning dove hackle (silver and gold 
body) and Badger hen hackle "with orange thread body." He calls 
these types of flies the "secret weapon" for "still water trout."

I have had almost no success with the true "spiders," that 
is with soft hackled flies with hackles spread out to the 
diameter of a silver dollar or a quarter. But your flies are, of 
course, not "true spiders" in that sense of the word. Yours 
spread out more like a dime diameter. And they don’t stay 
"spread," they undulate and snug back toward the hook shank with 
the action of the retrieve and the current. That’s the kind of 
fly Bashline is talking about -- your kind of flies.

I ’ll have to get hold of The Soft-Hackled Fly Addict next. 
Meantime, I’ll give your flies a try up on Penn’s Creek next 
month.

spider."

Cheers!

file :\ejq\nemes



EDWARD J. QUIGLEY ASSOCIATES 
Marketing Communications
701 Penrith Place
Gwynedd Valiev, Pennsylvania 19437
215-628-3037
FAX 215-628-9750

May 22, 1991
Syl Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, Montana 59772
Dear Syl,

Received my copy of THE NEW BOOK the other day.
And there I was, on my elbows in bed at 12:45 a.m. fondling 

the buttery paper, enjoying the ever so subtle touch of color in 
the end-of-chapter fly illustrations wondering what the hell 
"clear sparkle poly material" is —  when, when, right there on 
the page I see MY NAME! Right there in the Green Drake chapter.

Well, I leaped up and ran to my wife’s room —  "Bett, Bett, 
Syl put my name in the book, look!" Then after rousing her I 
returned to my room and continued reading. Fifteen minutes later 
I screamed again, "Bett! He’s got my name in the index too!” "You 
can show me in the morning, dear," she sleepily replied.

You son-of-a-gun. You immortalized me. And in a trout fishing book. What a guy!
Then, yesterday, because I am not getting any copywriting 

assignments out of New York —  the recession, you know —  I 
decided to go fishing on Jordon Creek above Allentown.

The water was low (It’s been hot and dry here.) so I fished 
the riffles down and across stream. After all, that’s the way I 
like to fish, don’t have to wildly strip in line. And rummaging 
through my vest I found a plastic box with a label —  "Tied by 
Syl Nemes." So, inspired by THE NEW BOOK, I decided to fish some 
of the "old” flies. Tied on a green bodied one and took half a 
dozen six-inch stream chubs (or shiners). The trout must be up in 
the spring holes. But I had fun catching them with a Hardy 
flyweight reel mounted on my one-piece willowy seven-foot glass 
rod (Made from a Herter’s blank back in 1968.)

All this to say the book is delightful and I am really 
thrilled to have my name in it. Advertising writers, you know, 
get their name on so few things.
Good luck!



EDWARD J. QUIGLEY ASSOCIATES
701 Penrith Place

Gwynedd Valley, Pennsylvania 19437 
215-628-3037 1  FAX: 215-628-9750
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