
2h September 1982

Nick Lyons Books

Dear Syls

Thanks se much for the signed copy of THE SOFT HACKLED 

FLI ADDICT, with the fly (which is lovely but won't catch any 

trout where I'm going to leave it)* I'd ordered a copy for 

Tony a few weeks ago but that kid's so busy all the time he 

never writes, so I don't know his reaction* I'm sure ha'll be 

pleased to see himself mentioned so nicely on the first p age*

I'd suggest you try to get the book prominently listed by 

dealers like Barry Serviente (who has an extensive list of cus­

tomers) and Judith Bowman* Gary LaFontaine leased all (or part 

of) the FLI FISHERMAN list, offered the book(on a postcard) with 

a signature and a fly, and sold about 3,200 copies of his CADDISFLIES 

(but that's an expensive way to get to them),

Winchester has b een bought by New Century Publishers, and 

I've arranged to give then all ray angling books in the future*

I've also given them ray list, so it's theirs now. You might write 

to Craig Woods (Box 553* Manchester Center, VT 05255) about marketing 

your book; I think he's set up a little company to handle his own 

and he might want to sell yours, too*

m
212 Fifth Avenue New York, New York 10010 212-685-6613
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Nick Lyons Books
30 September 1?8£

Dear Syl:

I enjoyed bearing from you— and from such a wonderful part 
of the world I I think I’ d been giving people an address in Cali­
fornia for you (I get asked about all sorts of addresses)* I 
don’t know those spring creeks but I’ve been hearing more and 
more about themj Datus Proper apparently has some water on one 
of them and reports some fascinating fishing*

I really can’t offer to read you book* It’s clearly outside 
of our range and I just don’t have any spare time, Syl* I’m  
still teaching full time and we’re short-staffed here (Margot Page, 
Sparse’s grand-daughter, ran off with one of our authors!), and 
I can barely hold bn with my fingernails (let alone do a bit of 
writing of my own) •

The only two agents I know who might want to handle it
are:

Tory Gardner 
Pefcer Damjoack Agency 
551 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10017

Richard Balk in 
The Balk in Agency 
850 West 176th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10033

You can mention my name with them both* X know a few others, but 
they’ve advised me that they’re not reading lately and have more 
authors than they can handle*

Eventually, if it’s still available, I’d like to do a paperback 
of the SOFT HACKLED FLY ADDICT— but we’re overcommitted to reprints 
right now. You might try Charles Walther at Winchester Press aid 
Judith Schnell (whom I assume you’re dealing with there) at Stackpole. 
I’m ¿Lad they’re doing your new book.

31 West 21 Street New York, New York 10010 212-620*9580
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NLB
Nick Lyons Books

19 June 1981;

Dear Syls

new one* The dealers— -as I remember—•were Skips & Fly Shop 
in Erie* FA and Angler’s Fro Shop in Lansdale , FA* If yon 
haven’t heard from them, yon might contact than directly

I could only give them that in Chicago, I’m glad I have your
A couple of dealers have asked me for your address» and

IRo %

I can’t do your book. We have what we think is an
little beginner’s book, THE L.L. BEAN FLY FISHING HANDBOOK by- /P. ̂
Dave Whitlock, and this would overlap it directly, Ypu might
try Chet Fish at Stackpole, Contemporary Books in Chicago, or / fj
Arco Books in New York, I doubt if the very large places, like
Random House or Harper’s, .would want it— nor are they interested / /n/ /n /
in distribution deals on one title, Stackpole has an excellent (r L/
distribution system these days,

We’ve bought NLB from our absentee British landlords, moved 
to large old cheep offices, and are plugging away. It’s hard,

I ensy you being in Bozeman— a beautiful part of the world,
I spent a few weeks in Big Sky last summer and fished the Gallatin 
a lot.

A /

31 West 21 Street New York, New York 10011 212*620*9580



Marvin Nolte
4355 M s  End • Bar Nunn, WY 82601 

(307) 577-1238

13 August 1998

Dear Syl,
Wonderful book! Having finished Six Months in Scotland 
yesterday afternoon I congratulate you on writing a most 
enjoyable story. I found the subject matter fascinating and 
your presentation just the right mix of fact and narrative.
The last two chapters were my particular favorites!$$
I may not have told you this story but one third of my visit 
to Europe this May (nine days) was spent in Scotland. 
Specifically, I was based in Glasgow and gave tying 
demonstrations to the Fly Dressers Guild branches there, in Ayrshire, and Aberdeen.
While in Aberdeen two members of the local Guild took my 
host and I to visit the Carinton beat on the Aberdeenshire 
Dee. We visited the famous tackle room with its photos of 
A.H.E. Wood, ubiquitous fishing log, and huge spools for 
drying fly lines; as well as_a bothie. We talked at length 
with the gillie about the fishing (fifty hours per fish at 
his reckoning), and the problems and future of the fishery. 
Most fascinating. My only regret was that all of the 
clients appeared that morning otherwise I would have had the 
opportunity to cast a Dee fly into the Dee.
All of which made reading Six Months all the more enjoyable.
I will admit to some degree of bias because of my travels 
and passion of dressing salmon flies but I render no apology 
for the pleasure I had reading Six Months. Had the book 
been merely satisfactory this letter would have been merely curt.
Your thoughtfulness in giving me and inscribing the 
prepublication copy of Six Months is both typical and 
deeply appreciated. Thank you my friend.
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May 28 ,1994 

85 Coalport Dr.

Scarborough ,ON.

Canada 

M1N 4B5

Dear Syl

Thanks for your reply I really liked the stamp on the envelope, I think its one of 

the special series put out by the U.S. Post O ffice . I saw an article in one of the 

flyfishing journals,like “Rod & Reel” or “Flyfisherman”, and they reported that these 

stamps had sold out quickly, due to interest from the flyfishing community.

It sounds pretty straight forward as far as fly selection is concerned so I’ll tie up a 

stack of PM D ’s , cad d is , and tric o s . The rest of my patterns I’ll pick up locally at fly 

shops and tie copies at night after fishing during the day. It’s  a  hobby of mine to visit 

local shops and pin flies into a sheet of paper with hand written notes .descriptions 

and name. I then file them at home. This idea came to me when reading about 

Theodore Gordon. He corresponded with Halford and Halford wrote back detailing his 

patterns and then hooked an actual fly beside each description in the letter. What a 

sim ple but great idea.

I’m pleased that you were able to acquire a copy of Martin M osley’s book I know 

that it’s something you wanted, and it isn ’t easy to come across a copy.

I have mentioned before that l have a very extensive collection of old British 

flyfishing literature. Should you come across references to books you don’t have let 

me know , and I may be able to help you. This stuff is getting harder and harder to get 

partly due to the recent interest in flyfishing. Fortunately I started this “hobby” or should 

I say “ affliction” in the very early 1970’s  so I’ve had time to acquire books that people 

weren’t interested in , but now are. Anyway I will enclose a partial list to give you an 

idea ,in case you’re interested and if you don’t see a book write to me I may have it but



it just isn ’t on the list.

I certainly am excited to hear that you’re working on a new book focusing on 

“Spinners” and I hope its going well. Perhaps I will get a chance to see your draft 

when I’m out in Montana this July, and see some of the flies you have created first 

hand, I would really like that if it is possible.

From the advice I’m getting from friends it looks like my first stop will be the 

Bighorn River, too many of them have advised this “stop” for me not to listen. Other 

streams recommended are Rock C re e k , Ruby River, Slough Creek, and the “spring 

creeks of Paradise Valley”, after that the Beaverhead, Madison, and Yellowstone Park. 

AH in all quite a bit of travel for 3 weeks so some waters may have to be m issed , time 

will te ll. I hope this letter finds you in good health and once again please write if you 

need information on books ,it will be a pleasure to help.

Best Regards

Jan Normandale



R esearch on soft hackle flies

Aldam
Edm onds and Lee
C utcliffe
Aflalo
Jackson
Pritt
Tod
Taylor
Salter
Walker
Batnbridge
Soltau
Scotcher
Bowlker
B est
Nobbes
■C hetham —•
Barker
Blacker
Ronalds
Venables
Stew art
C otton
Leighton
Skues
Kite
Leisenring and Hidy 
Nem es



MR CURTIS R NELSON 
186 SANDY HOLLOW RD. 
GALES FERRY CT 06335
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Paxton’s Buggy Nymph 
Tim Paxton 

81 Freshwater Road 
Eureka, CA 95501
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We Furnish 
Tackle, 
Flies, etc.

Open All Year

Trout • Steelhead • Salmon • Smallmouth 
Fish Michigan's Muskegon, Manistee & Pere Marquette Rivers 
Lodging • Instruction • Float Trips • Tall Tales

Christa & Robert Nicholson • Rte 3. Box 3282 • Baldwin, Ml 49304 
For Honest Fishing Info Call Us (616) 745*4401
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Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 

Bozeman, MT 59772 
406 587 8301 
Jan 10,1995

0

Dear Fly Fishing Friend:

book de<
Well, I'm writing you to tell you about my new book, SPINNERS, the first 

l  *  dy, t0 ?dult m *ym es- 1 three years collecting, studying and 
S? j r t rS lWlth thf  help ° f an entomologist from Montana State 

University). The book records dates of appearance, molting and mating habits andMM sizes of nearly 40 species. There are more than 30 new spinner 
patterns which are quick and easy to tie from readily available materials. A new
S H H H H I  (the most difficult part of tying a spinner as you know) is described 
using only hackle fibers which are divided, flattened and pulled with wetted or 
waxed thumbs and forefingers. (No difficult figure 8's.)

N ew  patterns, like Syl's Gold Plated spinner™ and Syl's Gold Tail Spinner™ ill productive during a spinner fall and are also very effective during the
^  alS°  d u n /spmners with the body of spinners and vdngs of 

dims t° be fished anytime, and doubles, two small flies tied on larger hooks for
better visibility and better hooking. 8

The book is 6 x 9, with 157 pages of black and white text and with a 16 page 
color section featuring some rare macro photos of spinners including one just 
molting out of its dun skin. ■ J
p I H  b°.ok features fine vellum binding from Dekker Book Binding in Grand
^ n fe Staiffohlf S lQ?1K M i n i to mail W j S M  This milestone book 11 retail for $34.95, but I m writing you with a pre-publication offer of $30.00, post­
paid, which means you'll receive your first edition, signed copy long before the book

sa v e^ ev Im lio llS s^ 01̂65 ^  ^  shops, ii yOU Send your check now- You will also

If you want to find out more about the book, please call me at 406 587 8301. 
You can also charge the $30 to your Visa or Mastercard credit card.

Sm6j£rely,

>lNk les
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Sy l Nemes 
PO  Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772 
December 26, 1995

Dear F ly Fishing Friend:

Well, I’m writing you to tell you about my new book, SPINNERS, the first book 
dedicated solely to adult mayflies. I spent three years collecting, studying and 
identifying spinners (with the help of an entomologist from Montana State University). 
The book records dates of appearance, molting and mating habits and colors, shapes 
and sizes of nearly 40 species. There are more than 30 new spinner patterns which 
are quick and easy to tie from readily available materials. A new winging method (the 
most difficult part of tying a spinner as you know) is described using only hackle fibers 
which are divided, flattened and pulled with wetted or waxed thumbs and forefingers. 
(No difficult figure 8 ’s.)

New patterns, like Sy l’s Gold Plated spinner™  and S y l’s Gold Tail Spinner™ are 
highly productive during a spinner fall and are also very effective during the hatch of 
duns. There are also dun/spinners with the body of spinners and wings of duns to be 
fished anytime, and doubles, two small flies tied on larger hooks for better visib ility and 
better hooking.

The book is 6 x 9, with 157 pages of black and white text and with a 16 page color 
section featuring some rare macro photos of spinners including one just molting out of 
its dun skin.

The book features fine vellum binding from Dekker Book Binding in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, and should be ready to mail about Jan 25. This m ilestone book w ill retail for 
$34.95, but I’m writing you with a pre-publication offer of $30.00, post paid, which 
means you’ll receive your first edition, signed copy long before the book will be 
available in stores and fly shops, if you send your check now. You will also save 
several dollars.

If you want to find out more about the book, please call me at 406 587 8301. You can 
also charge the $30 to your V isa or Mastercard credit card.

/
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P.O. Box 952, Doylestown, PA 18901IVPN sales associates, inc. 

your source for fine equipment (800) 787-7155 Fax: (215) 297-0858

s j)

¿ cys.

{ p jU j



3 Ö ' ° 0  '^ Ce^ w

Mr. Syl Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772





PATRICK D. NOLAN 
RO. Box 160450 
Big Sky, MT 99716

January 13,1996

Dear Syl:

You may remember that I called you soon after receiving your letter announcing the 
new book, SPINNERS. W e talked about our late mutual friend, Buddy Fought, and 
how he put me on to SOFT HACKLES. He gave me a copy in which you pasted a soft 
hackle fly into the book and personalized, commenting on “soft hackle addiction”.

Enclosed is my check for your new book and I would appreciate it if you would 
personalize it by writing something about “Cowboy”. I sure m iss that guy!

Thanks Sy l



Ferryboat1900s

Mr. Syl Nemes 
P.O. 6ox3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772



PATRICK D. NOLAN 
RO. Box 160450 
Big <5>ky, MT 59716



■ iW J U

I don’t suppose your request for sick leave has 
anything to do with the steelhead run?

1100% recycled paper (100% post consumer fiber).
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TWENTY NEW SOFT HACKLES for the 
MAJOR HATCHES of AMERICA!

Now, after three years testing, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be
published around April 15, by the author, Syl Nemes.

This is the most advanced of the three books on the soft-hackled fly because each pattern 

was designed to be used during the rise of certain insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, 

four baetis, two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, Mother's Day caddis, mahogany dun, rusty 

spinner, freshwater shrimp, plus six soft hackles for Eastern trout streams. There's even a chapter 

on designing your own soft hackles, and an introduction by Dave Hughes.

Three major advantages of these flies have emerged during the testing: 1. Larger 

imitations than the actual insect. 2. Effective on the swing. 3. Surer, deeper hooking.

The 6 X 9 inch, 120 page book features color paintings of the flies and will be bound in fine 

sail cloth. The regular price of the book is $27.95, plus $2.00 S&H. Pre-publication price is $22.95 
ppd, signed by the author.

To Order write: Syl Nemes, PO Box 3782, Bozeman, MT. 59772.
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20 ROBERTSON AVE. HAWTHORNE, NJ 07506
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S y l N e m e s
3 2 0 0  S h o o t in g  S ta r  L a n e  
B o z e m a n ,  M T  5 9 7 7 2

A le x a n d e r  N e ls o n  
7  A n n a n d  R o a d  
E llo n , A b e r d e e n s h ir e  
S c o t la n d , A B 4 1  9 F T  
U n ite d  K in g d o m

3 /2 4 /2 0 0 5

D e a r  S an d y:

T h a n k s  fo r  y o u r  le tter  a n d  y o u r  s a m p le  s o f t  h a c k le d  f lie s . T h e  S h e r r y  sp in n e r  r e m in d s  
m e  o f  T  u p p s In d isp e n s ib le  a n d  I th in k  y o u r  id e a  o f  u s in g  C D C  fe a th e r s  m ig h t  b e  a  g o o d  o n e . I 
w ill  d o  s o m e  te s t in g  in  a  m o n t h  o r  s o  h e r e  in  M o n ta n a . I m ig h t  u s e  a  p a r tr id g e  h a c k le  a n d  th e  
C D C  fe a th e r  a t th e  s a m e  t im e . A n y w a y  it  w il l  b e  a n  in te r e s t in g  try  o u t.

Y o u  d id  n o t  c o m m e n t  o n  m y  n e w  b o o k , T  w o  C e n tu r ie s  o f  S o f t  H a c k le d  F lie s  w h ic h  h as  
b e e n  o u t  n o w  fo r  se v er a l m o n th s . I r e v ie w e d  4 0  b o o k s  b a c k  to  1747  a n d  fo u n d  m a n y  s o f t  h a c k le  
p a tter n s  in  m a n y  o f  th e m . I th in k  t h e  u s e  o f  th e m  is g r e a te r  th a n  m o s t  a n g le r s  th in k .

P a r t o f  m y  p a y m e n t  fr o m  th e  p u b lish e r  w a s  5 0  co p ie s  o f  th e  b o o k , u n b o u n d , w h ic h  I 
tu r n e d  in to  a  lim ite d  e d it io n  w ith  b lu e  le a th e r  c o v e r s . In s id e , I in c lu d e d  a  p a g e  o f  fo u r  o f  th e  f lie s  
fr o m  a s ea r ly  as 1747  a n d  t ie d  th e m  a n d  in c lu d e d  th e m  o n  th e  sp e c ia l p a g e . W e  h a v e  s o ld  4 2  o f  
th e  b o o k s , a n d  h a v e  8 le ft . T h e  p r ic e  is $ 159, in c lu d in g  s h ip p in g  i f  y o u  w a n t  o n e .

I a lso  tr a d e d  h o u se s  w ith  a  S c o t  n e a r  A b e r d e e n  a  fe w  y ea rs a g o , fr o m  w h ic h  I w r o t e  “S ix  
M o n th s  in  S c o d a n d .” I d o n t  th in k  y o u  c a n  f in d  it  th ere , b u t  I w o u ld  s e n d  y o u  o n e  fo r  $ 2 9 .9 5  p lu s  
se v e r a l d o lla rs  fo r  sh ip p in g , w ith  a  s a lm o n  fly , S y l's  N e m e s is ,  t ie d  b y  m e . At a n  a u c t io n  in  
S c o t la n d  r e c e n d y  th e  b o o k  w ith  th e  fly  s o ld  fo r  5 5  p o u n d s . I f  y o u  k n o w  a n y o n e  w h o  m ig h t  l ik e  
to  se ll th e  b o o k  in  S c o t la n d , p le a se  le t  m e  k n o w  h is n a m e  a n d  a d d r ess .

I f  y o u  e v e r  m a k e  it  to  M o n ta n a , p le a s e  ca ll m e  s o  w e  c a n  h a v e  a  v isit.

S in c e r e ly ,

S y l N e m e s







Marvin Nolte
4355 Trails End • Bar Nunn, WY 82601 

(307) 577-1238
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Ste 2
Toronto, ON. 
Canada 
M4T 1N8 
April 6, 1996

Dear S y l ,

it was good to talk to you after a year and a ha lf. The izaac Walton annual flyfishing 
show is coming up again in a couple of weeks and that means that the fishing season 
is just a couple of weeks away. I can hardly wait. This year it seems that the winter 
here has been a lot colder than usual and all of a sudden we have just had snow after 
almost no snow since January. That made most of the guys that I fish with more 
anxious than ever to see the season start.

new book Spinners arrived on Thursday of this week and I have already read it 
oneè . There is so much information that I will read it again this usually helps since I

P h t of subtleties on the first reading. One thing that comes to my mind
uiately is how much time you have personally spent researching and analysing 

your data for this text. Most people will probably read it and think that “there's nothing 
to this writing business” anybody can do it. Well I know the answer to that, “think

The patterns shown on the back cover are “simple but elegant” to use a phrase that I 
learned from a mathematics teacher who used to say that finding a clean and self 
evident solution to a problem is something to strive for since people seem determined 
to embellish or take a protracted route to solve a problem instead of an uncomplicated 
and self evident solution.

In addition to the actual subject of spinners I believe that you have again started 
something , just as you began a re-examination of the wet fly and specifically the North 
Country style , you have now planted the seed of re examining how to tie flies . There 
is a story I’m sure you have heard about Cotton keeping a fat commercially tied fly 
hanging in his window to show what not to tie , specifically avoid overdressing your fly 
or it will not look like a natural.

Well I think that you will get justifiable kudos for the specific matter in your book but I 
believe that the concept of tying has been given a wake up call by you and that this is 
a significant and influential aspect of your work here. I think that your patterns and the 
work to develop them will be influential in real and specific terms but the concept and 
technique of sparse tying will affect waters all over the US and Canada as well as the 
UK, Europe and New Zealand. I’ll know for certain in about 5 years from now when I 
look at the patterns and dressings in fly fishing magazines and then compare the flies 
to those designed during the past 5 years from 1991 to 1996.

again” .



I’m sure f should pass on a “thanks” to Hazel for all the hard work and help that she 
must fiave provided en route to the book’s culmination , it’s easy to underestimate that 
specific kind of help, yet it is critical to an endeavour like yours. So here’s to Hazel 
from all the fly fishers .... Bravo Hazel!

Well S y l , here we go again on a further renaissance started by you. To 
missappropriate the Olympic phrase “let the fishing begin”.

Kindest regards,

Jan Normandale

PS. I’ll keep you posted on my efforts to codify the British North Country and other 
British regional hackled patterns. Who knows what shape it will end up taking.



August 16, 1994 
184 St. C la ir Ave. E. 
Toronto ON. 
Canada 
M4T 1N8

Dear Syl & Hazel,
just a short note to let you know that I enjoyed our two get togethers at your 

house and to thank you and also to say thanks on behalf of my friend Al Hails. Now 
that I’m back I still can’t stop thinking about all the water that I didn’t get a chance to 
fish, like the Missouri, Ruby, Madison, Henry’s Fork and so many others. “So much 
water so little time” a slight plagiarism but I think that it’s  appropriate.

Thanks to you, Al and I were able to fish the renowned Depuy’s spring creek. As 
you had asked we both used your spinner patterns and with success! We began using 
the flies you had given us at about 8:30 pm . Al fished at “Betty’s Riffle’’ until about 9:15 
when a powerful lightning storm swept in and he decided to leave the water. During 
the 45 minutes of fishing with your flies Al had numerous rises , 5 hook-ups and 
landed 2 fish. I would say that was pretty good performance. I fished the same time 
period but Al had to drag me out of the water since I would fish to the very last moment 
before I would leave. I had chosen to fish a part of the creek above the culvert at the 
head of “Betty’s", known as “the Phd. Pool” . My luck was identical to A l’s , numerous 
fnfps , 5 hook-ups, and 2 fish landed.

Sy|, I was impressed with the flies. I am curious as to whether they are 
impressionistic or representative, and if they have been used before. Based on their 
success I think that they are the result of a lot of “fine tuning and distillation”.

Once again I’ll offer any resources that I can , I have also asked if anyone has a 
line on Dunne’s flies . No luck so far but you never know.

Best regards,

Jan Normandale





Jan Normandale 

85 Coalport Dr. 

Scarborough On.

Canada 

M1N 4B5 

April 4,1994

Dear Syl,

I thought I would write to you and let you know that I plan to be in your neck of 

the woods during the month of July. I have talked a friend into coming along with me. I 

have already written to about 10 state and federal agencies asking for information on 

fishing , camping , accommodation and guides in Montana. I have already picked up 

two publications ‘ The Montana Angling Guide” and “Flyline” . The latter is a 98 page 

magazine with maps and commentary on 18 rivers .The “Montana Guide” is a 1” thick 

cerlox bound book of 291 pages and 53 maps . It has so much information in it that I’m 

overwhelmed, and the way it describes most rivers they all sound good . The problem 

is that I don’t have enough time to fish everything that sounds good.

So I’m writing to ask your opinion as to which rivers you personally like and also 

which rivers would be on a “must be fished “ list. My personal preference would be to 

fish some smaller quieter streams and not solely the larger rivers. I think that would 

give me a feeling for some of the other facets of Montana’s  flyfishing.

On another note I have bought a computer and am in the process of compiling a 

database of all the older British fly fishing patterns , to-date I have entered Ronalds, 

Edmonds & Lee , and Bainbridge , only about another 40 to go! I don’t know what I’ll 

have when I’m done but it should be interesting. I don’t think it will have widespread 

interest tout it will help those interested in fly patterns . What I think will be interesting 

will be the number of flies with the same name, s a y , “The Oak Fly” and the different 

materials used to tie the same pattern or how many are identical in the materials and



hook size, and who wrote about them and who didn’t. Needless to say this is a less 

than scientific endeavour, already I find problems with “bug identification” by 

Bainbridge and as I progress through this exercise I will find this a recurrent problem 

I’m sure.

Enough of th a t. On another note while I’m in Montana I’d like to buy you a 

coffee or a beer, your choice , if you’re not on the road and you have the time to get 

together.

On a totally different vein could you give me your thoughts on what flies I should 

be tying in preparation for some of the water I’ll be facing on this trip, as well as any 

references l should check or acquire relating to the rivers or hatches.

Well I think that about covers it for now , I hope that you’re well and busy with 

your work, writing , speaking and fishing .

As I’m closing it has hit me that you may not recall me (perfectly 

understandable), we met about three years ago at the Izaac Walton Flyfisher’s 

“Flyfishing Forum “ in Toronto and you and I spent some time kicking around theories 

about the early British writers over a nice cup of tea . I also brought along a copy of 

M osley’s entomology book which was written as a supplement to Halford , the book 

was printed as a wallet fo rm at, intended for streamside use. I’m not sure if you picked 

up a copy from John Moldenhauer at the show after you saw my copy.

Thats my best effort at an “aide memoire”.

Kindest Regards

Jan Normandale
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PRIMER.INC.

M r. S y lv e ste r  N e m e s  
P O  B o x  3 7 8 2  
B o z e m a n , M T  5 9 7 7 2

4 / 1 6 / 9 7

D e a r  M r . S y lv e s te r  N e m e s:

It w a s  n ic e  ta lk in g  to  y o u  o n  th e  p h o n e . It a lw a y s  a m a z e s  m e  th a t th e  w o r ld  is  g e t t in g  sm a lle r  
e v e r y  t im e  I  ta lk e d  to  s o m e o n e .

T h is  le tter  is to  r e m in d  y o u  to  le t  m e  k n o w  o f  y o u r  fr ie n d  in  S c o t la n d  w h o  flie s  h e lic o p te r  a n d  
c o lle c ts  sa lm o n  f ish in g  r e la ted  g o o d s . A lth o u g h  I ’m  n o t  a n  a n tiq u e  c o l le c to r  lik e  A1 w a s , I  r e a lly  
w a n t  to  g e t  s o m e  o f  th o s e  a n tiq u e  h o o k s  o r  m a te r ia ls  to  t ie  c la s s ic  fu ll d ress  sa lm o n  flies. I f  h e  c a n  
h e lp  m e , th a t w ill b e  w o n d e r fu l.

T h e  fly  p a tter n  w e  ta lk ed  a b o u t  o n  th e  p h o n e ,  T h e  C a m a g ie ,  w a s  in  fa c t  fr o m  K e ls o n ’s T h e  
S a lm o n  F ly . U n fo r tu n a te ly , th e  b o o k  w o n ’t  te ll u s  m u c h .

I  r e a lly  h o p e  th a t I ’ll b e  a b le  to  m a k e  it th e r e  v e r y  s o o n  b o th  to  se e  y o u  a n d  to  fish .

B e st  re g a rd s ,

T a i  N a k a m u r a

F ly  T ier’s Primer, In6.
1236 Jeanette Way, Carrollton, TX 75006 U.S.A.

TEL:214-242-0458 FAX:214-242-0732 
e-mail: tnakamura@cias.net

mailto:tnakamura@cias.net
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Dear Mr. N ernes j
I was referred to you by Bernard and June Hillŝ members of our local 
fly fishing group. As program director I am interested in making hr 
arrangements with you for a speaking engagement before our group.
I would like to have you come sometime in the spring and speak on 
the tying and presentation of soft hackled flies. How was the fish­
ing out west with Fred lee? He told me that you were going to guide 
his group. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely yours,

416 East Railroad St. 
Dowagiac, Mi. 49047
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Syl and Hazel Nemes 
P O Box 3782 
Bozeman, Montana 59772

November 9, 1993

Dear Syl and Hazel,

I found the enclosed letter when I was cleaning out my desk. I wrote the letter while I was on 
the plane back from Montana, but I lost it on my desk. August was a bit hectic for me. After 
returning home, I went to Chicago to take my Board Exam in hand surgery (I passed) and then left 
from there to lecture at a conference in Verona, Italy. In any case, I apologize for failing to send my 
thank you letter on time. I hope that you will forgive me.

I am making plans for Kalispell. I will be putting on a workshop on stoneflies and giving a 
presentation on them as well. Just in case Syl is worried, no, I will not be giving any casting lessons. 
I hope to be taking some.

As I probably told you in August, I was forced out of the University in a political battle. I have 
been out of work since then. The medical-economic environment occasioned by thé Clinton Health 
Plan makes it almost impossible to open up a practice or to join one. I am very hopeful that I be able 
to join a practice near San Francisco soon, maybe as soon as December. It would help very much 
with the bills. I will continue to do hand surgery and I hope to be able to continue some research 
as well.

I hope all the news about Eric is good news. The offer of our extra room is still open, if you 
come to San Francisco. See you in Kalispell.

Ig^fd Nelson 
56 Delmar St 
San Francisco, CA 94117

415-864-7884



Syl and H azel Nem es 
P O Box 3782 
Bozeman, M ontana 59772

August 15, 1993

Dear Syl and H azel,

Thank you for your gracious invitation to visit yourhouse and to try my hand at fishing. 
I had no idea that Syl would take me to a spring creek, and it certainly was a thrill to see 
what spring creek fishing is like. I am afraid that my casting is more suited to pocket water 
fishing, and you now know why I am involved in tying and organizing, not casting. 
Nonetheless I enjoyed the challenge, the wide open fields, and the company, and I have 
more motivation now to take advantage of the casting ponds in G olden G ate Park.

H azel, thank you for the coffee and cookies. The beauty of your home is matched by 
the beauty of the view. I am sorry that we did not have more time to visit.

Brenda and I purposefully bought a house with an extra room so that our friends that 
visit San Francisco could come and stay. W e would be pleased if you would stay with us if 
you come to San Francisco.

G ood luck to Eric. H e has been through a lot. If I can help translate som e m edical-ese, 
please give me a call. Our home number is 415-864-7884.

Yours,
A  Tyer, not a Caster,



Marvin Nolte 
4355 T rails End  

B ar N unn, WY 82601
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''VizA^OVM^YtoVx«- ~^/VvS. '(^VA^Ms&t'
'S/N/<=tv-rr«13S-i‘ Y>a<*s.oC»~cl$



/q  \

\J*Q -

~"1TÔAô^fe- o  s v à r

U ^ e  t

^a .a _ n ! Q^wvCu^

Ì W k l .x ju -v lta_

■̂ ôT ^ -\ oJ^o-->-3r 6 <v\~7 JL*sj5~

aj«_ o ^  c y * - ■fe ' C t i  ^ /(J^ jbea*.^

\ A&juJ -

( ol-a o «̂ -̂ q Id

ock '+ U . ^
\v
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E .  R i c h a r d  N i g h t i n g a l e

132 GLENSIDE ROAD 
MURRAY HILL, N. J. 07974

October 10, 1995

Dear Syl:

I tried your Mother's Day Caddis on the Mi rami chi. The 
salmon commented on what a lovely fly and ignored it along 
with everything else I threw at them. Actually I did 
hook two salmon and landed two grilse, all on those damn 
green machines.

I do appreciate your tying those flies for me. Now I 
can retire them to my show-and-tell box.

Look forward to receiving your other book.

With best regards.

Very truly yours,

ERN/gs

Mr. Syl Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Boxeman, MT 59772



FEDERATION
of

FLY FISHERS

2122 South Sunland Drive 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555
July 17, 1982

Sylvester Nemes 
Partridge Press 
901 S. Plymouth Gt Apt 20*f 
Chicago, IL 60605

Dear Sylvester,
This is to acknowledge your donation of "The Soft Hackled Ply 

Addict" for the Conclave '82 Auction/Raffie, We sincerely appreciate 
your support and thank you very much for your contribution. We are 
looking forward: to a most successful Conclave * 82 and your support 
will definitely help to make it so.

Thanks again,

Chuck Newmyer

"CLEANER WATER — BRIGHTER STREAMS"
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J. Normandale 
Suite #2
184 St. C la ir Avenue East 
Toronto, Ontario 
Canada 
M 4T1N 8
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Syl Nemes 
PO  Box 3782 
Bozeman, Montana 
U SA  
59772





184 St C la ir Ave E. 
Ste 2
Toronto, ON. 
Canada 
M4T 1N8
November 4, 1995

Dear Syl,

I just saw an advertisement for your new book “Spinners”. I don’t know how long it has 
been out but this is the first that l have heard about it, so understandably I want to be 
the first on my block to have one! I don’t remember where I saw the ad or what the 
price was for the book so maybe you could either send me a copy and a bill and I’ll 
send you a cheque or drop me a note first and then i’ll send you the cheque.

I hope that you had a good sum m er, I don’t know what happened in Montana but 
some of my friends on the Bow River in Alberta had a tough year due to a ll the rain this 
past sum m er. I hope that your fishing and weather was better and you enjoyed a bit of 
a break after finishing your book.

Hopefully this letter finds you and Hazel in good spirits and health . P lease pass on a 
hello for me . A s I was writing this I remembered her telling me how you were chasing 
spinner falls for original research for your book . Hope that your travel now lets you 
chase spinners for fun and fish and is not as compulsory as it was while you were 
writing.

My summer was spent fishing BC . Alberta , Quebec, New York , Pennsylvania and of 
course Ontario. This sounds like a lot more travel than it really w a s , I was in BC and 
Alberta on business with friends and we fished for a  few days after our business was 
completed. Fishing in Q uebec, New York and Pennsylvania is a half day’s driving at 
the most and is easily done for a short 2 or 3 day trip.

We have a tailwater here on the Grand River which is about an hour drive from Toronto 
that has received a lot of attention a result of a rather extensive article in Sept / 95’s 
F ly Fisherman magazine, needless to say some of the journalistic superlatives in the 
article ( such as “possibly the best tailwater fishery in the east” , “a world class 
tailwater”) have sparked considerable attention for the river and it now appears that 
there will be an influx of fishermen in 1996 based on enquiries to the local tourism 
offices. Oh well there goes the neighbourhood so to speak.W e’ll just have to wait and 
see if people lose interest or hopefully forget the article as other new hot spots are 
revealed or old favourites are revisited. I hope to hear from you when you have time .

Best regards,

c
Jan Normandale PS  I’m still looking for leads on Dunne’s flies for you


