


Stephen C. Johnson 
Financial Consultant

Merrill Lynch

Private Client Group

33 W Monroe Street 
Suite 2500
Chicago, Illinois 60603 
312 269 5152

5 " v z  - ? 5



Sylvester Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

11 February, 1998

Dear Mr. Nemes,
I am writing to determine what your fifth book relating to fly 

fishing is titled. I own "The Soft-Hackled Fly", "The Soft-Hackled 
Fly Addict", "Soft-Hackled Fly Imitations", and "Spinners" and was 
unaware that there was a fifth until I noticed the paragraph on the 
back portion of the slipcover to "Spinners". Your help in this 
matter is greatly appreciated as I thoroughly enjoy your work, am 
somewhat of a soft-hackle fanatic myself, and would like to finish 
out my "Nemes Collection" by purchasing this title.

I would also like to purchase a few of your personally-tied 
patterns. If you would be so kind as to forward a price for about 
a half-dozen or so I would be grateful. These patterns are for my 
private collection and are not for resale, if that makes any 
difference.

Your attention to these matters is greatly appreciated, and if 
you ever find yourself passing through North Idaho it would be an 
honor to meet and possibly wet a line with you. Thank you for 
taking the time to peruse this. Take care.

Best regards

70 Burke Canyon Road 
Wallace, ID 83873 
(208) 556-1007
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John M. Jazwa 
2727 Chadwick Court 
Westlake, OH 44145

Sylvester Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772





February 4, 1990

Syl Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 58772

Dear Syl,

I'd like to thank you for the opportunity to purchase a signed copy of 
your book. I will definitely take you up on it!

Concerning another matter, I'm considering moving out your way, and a 
fly fishing friend of mine from Jackson, WY said he'd never move to 
Bozeman because he thought it was too darned windy. I wonder what you 
think about that, and any ideas you might have about where a fellow could 
move out there and still make a living while fishing and skiing.

Thank you again for your offer, and I look forward to receiving your 
new book. If you can offer a selection of the new flies, please include 
them and let me know what I owe you.

Westlake, Ohio 44145 
(H)216-892-1179 
(W)216-941-8100
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HAND TIED FLIES
by

MILT JENKINS

Hackle-Bender Extrordinaire
1445 West Olive Street
Salt Lake City, Utah 84123 (801) 266-0423
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(914) IMEw Rochelle 2-1269 AAHA MEMBER HOSPITAL

STAMEN ANIMAL HOSPITAL
61 QUAKER RIDGE ROAD 

NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. 10804

Dr. R. B. Jogodnik 
Dr. Sean Bell 
Dr. Penny Nemzer



Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

February 1, 1991

Dear friend of the Soft Hackle:

You may have heard I have been working on a new book on soft 
hackles since my retirement here in Bozeman, Mt. Now, after 
three years testing new patterns and one year writing, SOFT 
HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be published sometime 
in April by me and my wife, Hazel.

This is the most advanced and perhaps the most enlightening 
of the three books I've written on the soft-hackled fly because 
each pattern was designed to be used during the rise of certain 
trout insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, four baetis, 
two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, mother's day caddis, 
mahogany dun, rusty spinner, and freshwater shrimp. There are 
also six soft-hackled patterns for eastern waters designed by a 
good friend of mine who fishes in the Catskills most of the year.
If I've left out your favorite hatch, there is a chapter on 
designing your own soft hackles to help you match the hatches in 
your own backyard.

All of the new imitations are as easy to tie as any soft 
hackle, still basically a two part fly of body and bird or hen 
hackle. You will see all of the flies in color, photographed, as 
well as painted by James Marc, fine.artist from California who 
also happens to be an avid fly fisherman. Included are all of 
the new dressings and tying and fishing instructions on most of 
the great trout water in Montana and Idaho.

SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS also has an introduction by Dave 
Hughes, himself a proponent of the soft-hackled, fly.

The 6 x 9  inch, 120 page book is bound in fine sail cloth 
and will retail for $27.95. I'm writing you with a pre-publication 
offer of $22.95 ppd. This means you will be first in the country 
to receive your first edition copy, autographed by me, long before 
the book appears in stores and fly shops, if you send your payment now.

Thanks for your previc 
Now, there is quite an arm̂
soft-hackled fly. 

Sincerely,
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Dr. & M rs. ‘Byron Johnson 
: ‘Rt. 3, $01544% 
Sposane, W5LS9223
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HARDY USA, ÏNC.
10 Godwin Plaza 

MIDLAND PARK, NJ 074 3 2



Mr.Sylvester Nymes. 
P.O.Box 3782. 
Bozeman,
MT 59772.

10 Godwin Plaza, 
Midland Park,
NJ. 07432.

DEAR FIEND MISER FARTY,
HI git yu buk, san chu Hit hees vari fin. 

Op alwil fry hof tru widow Ok. Mine udder fiend gav chuck mdny 
has peasant. Luck i ham dee poison dat has same, hav yes, OK.
HI wood lick four two wolk hear fortith son hin Otel.

kiN reaGard,

P. S. Hi tiP preedy gud Yesss.
Manuel.

My very best wishes to you, success with you new great book, 
on my type of fishing, from way back. The first fish I took 
on fly, as a very young boy, was on a Partridge and Orange. 
They have always had a space in my flybox ever since. Hope to 
see you during the summer or in Denver at the tackle show.

Kind regards

hnhieXJohnson.



X
With Compliments
t4b  Ü  ist\OU

JKjkjV
Hardy (U S A) ínc., li) Godwin Plaza, Midli 

Telephon î: 201-481-7557 Fax: \ 
vy

J01-6'
s, New Jersey 07432 
3-7190
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84- April , 1991

Dear Mr- Nemes:

Please send S autographed copies of Soft-Hackled Fly 
Imitations and flies to me at the address below.
One copy is for me and one is for a raffle at a meeting 
of the Washington Fly Fishing Club. I'll get your book a 
little free publicity. Enclosed is a check for $59.90.

C. D. Judy
A800 Fremont Ave. N. #208 
Seattle, WA 98103

Yours sir^ferely
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TROUT UNLIMITED

Mr. Richard Johnson 
3019 Green Bay Street 
LaCrosse, W I54601-6958
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Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 

Bozeman, MT 59772 
406 587 8301 
Jan 16,1995

Dear Fly Fishing Friend:

u i * gl writing you to tell you about my new book, SPINNERS the firs!
Ca‘ed S°ldy, '°  ! dult may£UeS' 1 % > $ H S  years coUecting, studyhi^and 

£ & & $  I f i  l  1  “ P °f/ n Montan8;  State7 8
i Z7 ' book records dates of appearance, molting and mating habits and 

colors, shapes and sizes of nearly 40 species. There are more than w sp ider 
patterns which are quick and easy to tie from readily available materials A hew
usin^ onlv hack! KfS m“ CUlt Part °f H  a sP ^ r  as you know) is described tackle fibers which are divided, flattened and pulled with wetted or 
waxed thumbs and forefingers. (No difficult figure 8's )

New patterns, like Syl's Gold Plated Spinner™ and Syl's Gold Tail SoinnerTM Kim  P" Ve « spinner fall and are also very efecttve d u r fa ^ X
atch of duns. There are also dun/spinners with the body of spinners and wines of

« K s s i * - 11'  -  - « m m
1 Thfe bo°k E  6 x 9> with 157 PaSes of black and white text and with a 16 page

moltag oro H te  Z  2 g ?  Iare maCr° Ph0‘°5 °f SpimerS indud” S
p V I Ti.f• bi°°k features fine vellum binding from Dekker Book Binding in Grand 
f ^ P f l  Mjc^gan, and should be ready to mail befor the end of January §This
of iin n rf b°°tk W?  reiailufor $34-95' but rm  writiug you with a pre-publication offer of $30.00, post paid, which means you'll receive your first edition signed

« S s i s r a w a  S A h #  s —

Sincerely,

¿{jyuh a , I

iSKr&efY\jiAAjr ^ArtrO^i. j H j ^  .
iA J jiA  | | A .

ATAuz,- A f t  — y(rc<^cA —  ,

J  h-z. 3  
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April 10, 1990

Mr. Sylvester Nemes 
P. 0. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

Dear Mr. Nemes:

From your recent ad in the Classifieds section of the March 1990 
issue of Fly Rod & Reel magazine I would like to order a copy of The Soft- 
Hackled Fly along with a dozen soft hackles tied by you. I am enclosing a 
check for $ 29.95 as you request in your ad. My address is

Dr. Robert E. Jungman 
1416 Shelor Drive 
Ruston, Louisiana 71270

Thank you very much.

Very truly yours,

Robert E. Jungman



John M. Jazwa
2727 Chadwick Court
Westlake, Ohio 44145
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P.O. Box 5092, Hamden, Connecticut 06518
Established January 21,1961

January 1, 1991

This year marks the 30th anniversary of the Housatonic Fly Fisherman's 
Association. Although we have approximately 450 members in 13 states, our 
dues alone can't support all the activities that have made our club 
successful;’ We need your help. Our main source of revenue is a raffle at 
our annual banquet, which will be held on March 16. Our speaker is Ed 
Jaworowski, nationally known writer and fly fisherman.

We are asking for your support by donating a fishing or sporting item as a
prize for our raffle. All gifts are displayed with the donor's name, and
they are listed in the Housatonic Quill, our club newsletter. Also, you 
will receive a letter of thanks.

The raffle proceeds support some worthwhile activities, including a 
scholarship fund at the University of Connecticut, fly tying lessons, a 
yearly riverbank cleanup, Bitteroot egg stocking, and a fly fishing 
seminar. Over the past year, we have introduced Irwin strain rainbow trout 
into the river, and after a year in the river, we can claim this program is 
a success;

Over the last few years, the HFFA has won many awards, including the
Federation of Fly Fishers highest club award - The McKenzie Cup. Our club
is also an active member of the Federation of Fly Fishers, the Housatonic 
Valley Association, the Connecticut Sportman Alliance, and the Connecticut 
Fund For The Environment.

The Housatonic has gained a reputation as one of the finest brown trout 
fisheries in the East. Help us continue to promote the sport of fly 
fishing. Please consider our request. If policy or excessive demand make 
a donation impossible, we have limited funds available to purchase 
outstanding gifts which are offered at a significant discount.v/

Please ship all contributions to: Robert E. Johnson
61 School St. 
Berlin, CT 06037

HFFA: 1984 Winner —  Connecticut Sportmen’s Alliance “Outstanding Sportsmen's Organization/1982 Winner —  National Wildlife Federation “Presidents Award" 
1973 Winner —  Connecticut DEP “Environmental Award'’/Member —  Federation of Fly Fishermen



Sylvester Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

04/11/97

Dear M r . Nemes,
The combination of advanced wings, a soft hackle, 

and a modified Glanrhos style of winging and hackling a fly 
creates a soft hackle/wet fly that is both attractive and 
effective. To start, place a standard dry fly hook 
(straight or down eye) in a vise and attach the tying thread 
at about the 1/3 point behind the eye. Work the thread back 
to directly above the point of the hook just as you would on 
a traditional soft hackle. Initiate a dubbing loop and 
advance the thread back to within a few turns of the eye of 
the hook. Fill the loop with a spikey dubbing material, 
spin the loop and advance to the tying thread and tie off. 
Trim the excess loop material and start wing/hackle 
preparation.

For these flies I like to use upland game, hen saddle, 
or other soft, pliable feather such as starling or hen neck. 
Start the preparation by choosing a feather that has 
barbules a little longer than shank length of the hook.
Hold the feather with the concave side away from you and the 
tip pointing to the right. Grasp the tip of the feather and 
strip all of the downy material off the guill. Next stroke 
the remaining barbules back until the length of the tip is 
shank length. Carefully remove all the barbules from the 
top of the feather (see illustration). With the concave 
side of the feather still facing away from you tie the 
feather in so the tip section extends out over the eye on 
the top of the hook. Only use two or three turns of thread 
or this área of the fly will get too bulky. Wrap two turns 
of the hackle material and tie off with two turns of tying 
thread. Trim the excess very close. The tying off process 
was done over the extended tip of the hackle feather and has 
probably left it (the tip of the feather) parallel to the 
shank out over the eye. Whip finish a head by lifting the 
hackle tip up and tying the head under and in front of this 
wing. This will cant the wing up and give a better 
appearance of an emerging wing (in my opinion). Cut the 
thread, cement the head and go fish.

Variations include using a different color thread for 
the dubbing loop than what is used for the head (so the body 
looks more realistic and the thread blends in better at the 
front of the fly) and using floss or feather barbules 
(pheasant tail) for the bodies. Tails can be added or a few 
fibers of antron can be used to simulate a trailing shuck.



This is an effective fly that was spawned from your Soft- 
Hackled Fly Imitations and the Glanrhcis style you described 
within. It wasn't until I read the Summer 1995 issue of 
"Fly Tyer" that I realized I wasn't really tying a true 
Glanrhos style wing because it was out over the eye much 
like the Venables pattern depicted in that issue. I am not 
100% positive but I believe the Glanrh&s style leans back 
over the body or is in a more verticle position, 
perpendicular to the hook shank. The Winter 1996 issue was 
also extermely interesting with the Mole fly and the Pont 
Audemer. I think these are a lot closer to the pattern that 
I tie in that hackle tips (of some sort) are used and the 
hook is tied upon in a "normal" fashion, even though the 
bodies on my flies are not hackled or palmered. I have 
still been unable to find any information on tying flies 
like this but I am sure it has been done before. If you 
have any information or suggestions on how I could improve 
this pattern, please let me know.

This fly has fooled quite a few fish in Rocky Ford 
Creek (WA), the Clark Fork (MT), and the Coeur d' Alene and 
St. Joe Rivers (ID). I tie these in sizes 10 through 16 in 
colors ranging from cream to black and primarily use hen 
grouse (Ruffed), partridge, or starling. When using floss I 
stick with yellow, orange, olive, and purple.

Another addition, not related to the above, is that on 
soft hackles where there is a floss body and some sort of 
fur thorax, I tie between 5-10 white or grey antron fibers 
in directly in front of the thorax before I tie in the 
hackle. This adds a little sparkle to the fly, maybe 
simulates a trapped air bubble or wings at emergence, and 
really enhanced the effectiveness of the flies that I added 
it t o .

Keep up the great work! I have all your works, except 
Spinners (which I hope to acquire soon), reread them 
frequently, and always seem to find something I didn't pick 
up on the previous times I read them. They are getting a 
little ragged on the edges, but all great reference books do 
over time and with use. Patina is what I call it. Thanks 
again for taking the time to read this, I hope the 
directions are clear and concise.

Best »regards,

m

Don Sjohnson
Canyon Creek Angling C o . 
70 Burke Canyon Road 
Wallace, ID 83837 
(208) 556-1007
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Mr. Nemes,

A few days ago I purchased your most recent book, and I enjoyed it very much. I became 
interested in soft hackled flies after reading your article in ‘Fly Fisherman’ magazine 
several years ago, and my advocacy of soft hackles has grown with the addition of your 
book.

Of the many books on fly fishing that I have read, one of the more interesting to me was 
one by Jack Atherton, The Fly and the Fish. In it, he describes the overall effect of colors 
and their combinations to produce a life-like effect in his flies. And they have been 
effective for me! What I have done that is probably unique and might, therefore, be of 
interest to you, is that I have combined the use of soft hackles with Atherton’s mixture of 
colors to produce my own collection of soft hackled flies. This collection, composed of 
the Hendrickson, the March Brown, and the Green Drake, perform exceptionally well 
during the major hatches on Eastern rivers. Particularly noteworthy is the Green Drake 
imitation. Aside from the slight variations in body material and ribbing from those 
materials that you recommend in your book, I hackle the fly with soft hackle from the 
back of a male ring neck pheasant. These feathers are large, they’re marbled, and they’re 
tipped with green. When spun around the shank of the fly and tied slightly back, they 
produce an effect that looks amazingly similar to the wings and legs of the Eastern Green 
Drake. Furthermore, these hackles are fairly stiff and add some buoyancy to the fly.

Finally, I realize that it's been some time since you published your latest book, but in it 
you offer to those without access to them a sample of rusty-edged hen hackles. Should 
that offer be good to this day, then I'd appreciate a sample. Thank you.

Best wishes for fishing success during the upcoming season.

Warm regards,

Michael Jaye 
240 Dodge St.
Ft. Leavenworth, KS 66027
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November 3, 1978

M r. Sylvester Nemes 
10824 Hendricks 
Crown Point, Ind. 46307

Good Mornings Sylvester:

Irrepressible angler Mel Leven has told me something of your past history, how 
you first met in Idaho, of your later successful tome titled 'The Soft Hackled 
Fly", e tc .

On a tip from M el, I'm sending you a Cortland 444 Sink-Hed Rocket Taper 
( 30 ft. tip ) in the W F6F/S weight for your nymphy fishing. At your convenience, 
we'd be very interested in your report of performance.

A ll success!

Cordially,

CORTLAND LINE CD M PANY

R. F .  Jennings 
Director Public Relations

RFJrlh
e n d .-  Forecaster

c c : Mel Leven
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Mr. S. Nemes
Apt. 1604, 400 El Randolph
Chicago, I I I . 60601

Good Morning, S y l:

Thanks for your letter of October 25. As I was unable to find a record here of the 
particular 7 weight line I had sent, w ill appreciate your advising -  and I'll try to 
come up with a 4 or 5 in the same thing.

The Marvin K . Hedge and the English "HERON" fly lines sound interesting. It was 
a long time ago but I can remember when the Marvin K . Hedge tapers were cutting 
quite a swath in the fly  casting world.

We just took on a new agency in Syracuse, N . Y .  ( Sage Marcom, Inc. ) and they 
w ill need time to show what they can do. I'm enclosing a sample of their work 
( with which we were well pleased ) .
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She best fly fishers, like 
this one on Idaho’s 
Payette River, spend far 

more time studying the 
water and moving into 
position than they do 
casting. Constant random 
casting or noisy wading

unseen

LABOUR DAY (VIC, AUSTRALIA)
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August 23, 1982

Mr. Sylvester Nernes 
901 S. Plymouth Ct,
Chicago, Illinois 60609
Sear Mr. Nemes:
Yes, I would love to have an autographed copy of your 
book. As off this year I have become a wet fly fanatic;
I still do not fool many Browns with the "wets", but 
the Rainbow and I have established a new rapport since 
I started wrapping starling and partridge around some 
Mustad 3906's this season. ( I won't even mention our 
Vermont Brookies, since they will clobber almost anything.)
Enclosed find my check for $19.45*
Sincerely yours,

BRIAN JOYCE 
37 PERRY ST. #3 
BARRE, VT. 05541



Martin Jaffe
1959 N.E. 181 Street
N.Miami Beach, FL 33162
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NOVEMBER 15, 1990

DEAR SYL

INCLOSED PLEASE FIND MY CHECK FOR $29.95 FOR YOUR NEW RE-ISSUE 
OF "THE SOFT-HACKLED FLY" ALONG WITH A DOZEN SOFT HACKLES TIED BY YOU 
AS ADVERTISED IN THE NOV/DEC "FLY ROD & REEL".

I ALSO INCLUDED A SNAP SHOT OF YOU AND ME TAKEN DURING CONCLAVE. 
REMEMBER. . ..I'M THE ONE WHO GAVE YOU SOME PEACOCK HERL TAKEN FROM OUR 
BIRDS ON THE FARM IN KLAMATH FALLS, ORE. IN TURN YOU TIED A SOFT 
HACKLE FOR ME. IT CONSISTED OF GREY THREAD...PEACOCK HERL...PARTRIDGE 
HACKLE...AND SMALL AMOUNT OF MUSKRAT DUBBING. THE HACKLE WAS TIED UP 
OVER THE TOP AS A WING SO AS TO IMITATE AN EMERGING CADDIS. FOR THE 
LIFE OF ME, I CAN'T REMEMBER THE NAME YOU CALLER IT.

f jbf! 'ANYWAY, HOPE YOU ENJOYED YOUR STAY HERE IN, EUGENE FOR...CONCLAVE 
90...EVEN THO WE WERE HAVING A HOT SPELL AND THE “FISHING WAS SLOW. I 
HOPE TO MAKE IT TO WEST YELLOWSTONE THIS SUMMER FOR CONCLAVE 91 AND 
LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE.

DARYL R. JAMESON 
3277 KEVINGTON 
EUGENE. ORE. 97405
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