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Sylvester Nemes
PO Box 3782 

Bozeman, MT 59772 
406 587 8301 
July 3, 1998

Dear fly fishing Iriend:

First, I want to thank you for buying a copy o f‘SPINNERS’, around three years ago and

Umpqua Feather Merchants thought six of the patterns were good enough to be included in its 
wholesale lineup of trout flies and apparently they are selling quite well to fly shops across the 
country. I used the PMD spinner just a few days ago on the Firehole and the Henry’s Fork, with

The reason for this letter is to interest you in a similar offer for my new book, “SIX 
MONTHS IN SCOTLAND...An American View of its Salmon Fishing”, to be published in a 
week or so, and to be bound in blackberry vellum.

The book was the result of exchanging houses with another family near Aberdeen,

several other rivers in that beautiful country. I caught three Atlantic salmon on my own fly, 
(Salar’s Nemesis) and hooked a couple more.

many rivers, including hotels, costs, phone and fax numbers, salmon fishing outlook and fly 
patterns to take to that gracious and beautiful part of the world.

For the book, I also researched the serious and troubling subject of salmon decline, 
interviewing fishing rights owners, gillies, salmon anglers and government officials to produce an

different continent, in a different culture, in strange and unknown waters and under an ancient, 
feudal system which most of didn’t know still exists.

Six Months will retail for $29.95, but this pre-publication offer is for $25.00 postpaid.
You can pay with a check, or with Visa or Master Card, by calling me or Hazel at 406 587 8301, 
and receive your autographed copy around August 1st.
Thanks again and Sincerely yours,

I hope it has proved enjoyable and useful for you in your fly fishing endeavors since then.

a nice fish from both rivers on the fly.

Scotland, where I fished the Don (two miles from the house) and the Dee (around 20 miles), and

Included is a chapter, “Salmon Fishing in Scotland today” due to be published in Fly 
Fisherman later this year, which gives readers current information about the salmon fishing on

historical and revealing picture of the country ’s commercial and recreational salmon fishing. I 
think you’ll find this book a rare piece of fly fishing literature, because it describe;;. sport on a

P .S. I forgot to mention there are 8 color pages of gorgeous Scottish salmon rivers, of me landing a salmon and of the 
ancient, netting system called net and coble.
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Bruce E. Harang 
370 Sondley Drive East 
Asheville, NC 28805
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TWENTY NEW SOFT HACKLES for the 
MAJOR HATCHES of AMERICA!

Now, after three years testing, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be 
published around April 15, by the author, Syl Nemes.

This is the most advanced of the three books on the soft-hackled fly because each pattern
was designed to be used during the rise of certain insects. Therris a midge, pale morning dun, 
four baetis, two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, Mother's Defy Caddis, mahogany dun, rusty 
spinner, freshwater shrimp, plus six soft hackles for Eastern trout streams. There's even a chapter 
on designing your own soft hackles, and an introduction by Dave Hughes.

Three major advantages of these flies have emerged during the testing: 1. Larger 
imitations than the actual insect. 2. Effective on the swing. 3. Surer, deeper hooking.

The 6 X 9 inch, 120 page book features color paintings of the flies and will be bound in fine
sailcloth. The regular price of the book is $27.95, plus $2.00 S&H. Pre-pubĤ ifiorfpiice is $22;9§. 
ppd, signed by the author.
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Dear Mr# Nemes,

250 Grant st. 
Induana, Pa. 15701 
December 26,1975

Yesterday, Christmas Day, I received a eopy 
of your wonderful book THE SOFT-HACKLED FLY. I simply could 
not put it down even though other packages awaited opening.
But alas I had to, and after all the excitement of Christmas 
dinner, and a house fullof company, the evening gave way to 
a quiet one. The company had departed, the rain and sleet beat 
on the window, and I relaxed before the flaming hearth with 
your book. I consider it very well done. I relived with you 
your boyhood, I found your research on the soft hackeled fly 
to be as meticulous as any scientist. Your instructions on 
ttying the fly very well done. In fact I first became acquainted 
with your flies through the article you wrote for the FLYFISHERMAN 
magazine. I have read and re-read it several times. I tied 
several of these flies, and although I didnot have the opportunity 
to try them on trout, I can assure youthey are well suited for 
blue gill.

My problem is two fold. When you talk about grouse hackel 
and partridge hackel, are you using the terms interchangably?
In Mew England, the partridge is the grey phase of the ruffed 
grouse(Bonasa umbellus) the brown bird of Pennsylvania woodlands.
To confusethe issue even further, I see in my fly tying catalogs, 
that they list grouse wings and partridge wings as seperate 
items along with English grouse feathers, and Hungarian partridge 
feathers. The problem is not the flytyers alone, for ornithologist 
have the problem to hassel with all the time.

My second problem deals with retriving the fly after the 
cast is compleated. Should it be retrieved in a slow figure 
eight left hadd retrieve, or jerked back up stream like a 
streamer, or retrieved back up stream two feet and alowed to 
tumble back down one foot? What do you suggest in thisregard?

Thank you for your time in answering these questions. If 
at anytime you are in thispart of Pennsylvania, feel free to 
stop in to see me. Fly fishers are always welcome, and soft 
hackled fly fishermen more soi I'll share our trout streams 
with you, but they are nothing like the ones you fished in the 
west. We are about 50 miles east of Pittsburgh , and about 
three hours drive south of Kane.

Again I thank you for such a wonderful book. It is well 
written in a beautiful easy going style. It will have a proud 
place on my book shelf along with Bergman and MarinSroiBdt mofct 
of all I'll be using those soft hackled flies when trout season 
open in Pennsylvania next April. In the meantime, it is back 
to the fly tying bench for me.

Sincerely,
V
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"CREATIVE FLIES FOR THE 
DISCRIMINATING ANGLER"

HOWARD 'BUD' HEINTZ MODESTO, CALIF. 
PHONE-' 209-522-8790

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ r
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Jim & Nancy Hemming 
6740 Roundtree Drive 

Anchorage, Alaska



Roland Honln 
2231 Wildwood Ct 
Salem OR 
97306-1006





Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

February 1, 1991

Dear friend of the Soft Hackle:

You may have heard I have been working on a new book on soft 
hackles since my retirement here in Bozeman, Mt. Now, after 
three years testing new patterns and one year writing, SOFT 
HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be published sometime 
in April by me and my wife, Hazel.

This is the most advanced and perhaps the most enlightening 
of the three books I've written on the soft-hackled fly because 
each pattern was designed to be used during the rise of certain 
trout insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, four baetis, 
two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, mother's day caddis, 
mahogany dun, rusty spinner, and freshwater shrimp. There are 
also six soft-hackled patterns for eastern waters designed by a 
good friend of mine who fishes in the Catskills most of the year.
If I've left out your favorite hatch, there is a chapter on 
designing your own soft hackles to help you match the hatches in 
your own backyard.

All of the new imitations are as easy to tie as any soft 
hackle, still basically a two part fly of body and bird or hen 
hackle. You will see all of the flies in color, photographed, as 
well as painted by James Marc, fine artist from California who 
also happens to be an avid fly fisherman. Included are all of 
the new dressings and tying and fishing instructions on most of 
the great trout water in Montana and Idaho.

SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS also has an introduction by Dave 
Hughes, himself a proponent of the soft-hackled fly.

The 6 x 9  inch, 120 page book is bound in fine sail cloth 
and will retail for $27.95. I'm writing you with a pre-publication 
offer of $22.95 ppd. This means you will be first in the country 
to receive your first edition copy, autographed by me, long before 
the book appears in stores and fly shops, if you send your payment now.

Thanks for your previous purchases, phone calls and letters.
Now, there is quite an army of followers and believers in the 
soft-hackled fly.

Sincerely,

Roland Henin 
2231 Wildwood Ct 
Salem OR 
97306-1006



RONALD E. HENRY 
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PHOENIXVILLE, PA. 19460
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TWENTY NEW SOFT HACKLES for the 
MAJOR HATCHES of AMERICA!

Now, after three years testing, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be 
published around April 15, by the author, Syl Nemes.

This is the most advanced of the three books on the soft-hackled fly because each pattern 
was designed to be used during the rise of certain insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, 
four baetis, two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, Mother's Day caddis, mahogany dun, rusty 
spinner, freshwater shrimp, plus six soft hackles for Eastern trout streams. There's even a chapter 
on designing your own soft hackles, and an introduction by Dave Hughes.

Three major advantages of these flies have emerged during the testing: 1. Larger 
imitations than the actual insect. 2. Effective on the swing. 3. Surer, deeper hooking.

The 6 X 9 inch, 120 page book features color paintings of the flies and will be bound in fine 
sail cloth. The regular price of the book is $27.95, plus $2.00 S&H. Pre-publication price is $22.95 
ppd, signed by the author.

To Order write: Syl Nemes, PO Box 3782, Bozeman, MT. 59772.
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February 4, 1991

James R. Highley 
P.O. Box 1024 
331 S. Lincoln Ave. 
Pinedale, WY B2941-1024

Syl Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

Dear Sy l,

I am happy to take you up on your pre-publication offer of your 
new book. Please find enclosed my check for *22.95.

I have tied and used soft hackled f lie s  last year in this area 
and found them to be very successful. I look forward to reading 
your new book and putting that new knowledge to use.

Thank you for this opportunity. Perhaps our paths will cross at 
some future FFF or TU convention.

Sincerely,



September 2Lj., 1976

Sylvester Nemes
1082ÍJ. Hendricks 
Grown Point, 
Indiana I4.6307

Dear Syl:

I have returned home recently, after having been in 
Hawaii for some time, and found your letter in my mail. 
Sorry I wasn't able to give you an earlier reply.

Your comments regarding the soft hackled fly, along
Y°ur observations regarding the angling conditions 

in x 8 i  lows ton© $ w g i*6 juiich. E p p F o c i& t ;  0 d # No doubfc B iy own 
ineptness was at least as much to blame as the conditions 
and time of year, and I thank you for taking the time 
to answer my letter.

Please find a check for the sum of <§>5>,00 to cover the 
cost of the sh flies you sent along. Perhaps some day 
I may have the pleasure of your company on stream, and 
there better acquaint myself with the subtleties sur­
rounding the use of this old, but time—proven pattern. 
Again, thank you for your time and concern.
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Dear Mr. Nemes:

August 3, 1976 1320 Monterey St, Redlands, Calif.
92373

We have never met, and possibly never will, yet as we both enjoy as much as anything else the pursuit of 
trout in our leisure time— perhaps you would be willing 
to find a moment to share the concern of a fellow angler 
as relates to a commom problem facing all anglers, namely 
“how one catches fish not wanting to be caught.“ There is little more frustrating than frustration.

Some three weeks ago, I returned from a fishing trip 
to Yellowstone Park, where my family was camped in the Old 
Faithful area, and from whence my brother ana I went fishing 
daily in the surrounding streams. All told my stay encompassed 
some 17 days from July 1  through 17, during which I was out 
on the stream 3# of those days from sun up to sun down.
Most of the time I was trying with almost no success to use 
your soft-hackled fly. Total score for the soft-hackle 
after lij. days on the Gibbon, Madison and Firehole was one 
trout caught and released ^3 inch baby rainbow), one oilier 
hooked (but got away) two or three strikes, and a couple 
of slight nibbles— hence the source of my frustration. There 
leaves little doubt; as a successful or even semi-successful 
fisher of the soft-hackled fly I am totally inept. In retro­
spect however, I keep asking myself why ?

Having read your article on soft-hackled flies in an 
earlier issue of Fly Fisherman magazine, I decided to buy 
your book The Soft-Hackled Fly and read it through (which 
I did s o m e 3 times) because the material in it sounded re­
markably like that in Pete Hidy and Jim Leisenring’s The 
Art of Tying the Wet Fly and Fishing the Flymoh. Earlier, 
last year I came across an earlier copy of dock Scott’s 
Greased Line Fishing for Salmon, and as mentioned in your 
book, picked up some very valuable tips as far as mending 
and fly presentation are concerned. Nonetheless, none of 
this information seemed to help produce fish. Before leav­
ing home I tied up several of my own Maxima leaders rangirg 
in length from eight to fifteen feet in length, and tapering 
from 2f?lb. to 21b. test depending on the water conditions. 
Quartering my line up and across stream and using either an
"Sa or a "hook“ cast, I let line and leader continue down­
stream, holding the rod high and parallel to the water and
mending as necessary to keep the line and leader from “belly­ing and at the end simply checking the rod slowly so that 
the natural swing of the fly downstream would alow the fly 
hackles to work in the current as the fly rose slowly toward 
the surface. But once again, no luck. Once in a while, par­
ticularly in a little slower water I employed the Leisenring lift technique to add a bit of animation, but with the same
result. On the faster and„larger stretches, an o'2. ft. Fenwick graphite, carryings DToF line was-,used, while on slower stretches, I employed a Winston 8V 2 ft. phenolic glass rod 
of slower action, and carrying a DTijF line.



As a matter of fact it wasn’t until after I gave up 
using the soft-hackled fly each day and changing to nymphs, 
that my luck changed at all, and even then action on stream 
continued to be very slow— but I did start catching fish.
Local weighted patterns such as Montana nymphs and Wooly worms 
fooled a few fish, but mostly whitefish. The only consistent 
success I had as far as trout was concerned came via using 
a yellow-bodied weighted stone fly pattern tied by George 
Grant, as well as a group of unweighted flat-bodied nymphs 
of colored raffia grass tied by Ed Sisty of Denver. These
Sisty nymphs were used until they were lost on an underwater 
obstruction of some sort, or else sheared from a leader by 
a large fish.

Materials used, as I have learned often make a whopping 
difference as to the effectiveness of a fly. For that reason 
I am sending you a sample of each fly used for you to in­
spect, as I myself have little or no criteria to us# for 
judgment as to this type of fly. Perhaps you could comment 
as to their quality. The flies( Partridge and Orange,
Partridge and Green, Partridge and Yellow, Pheasant Tail,
Tupps, and Starling and Herl) all were ordered through Fly 
Fisherman’s Bookcase and were sizes # 1 0 ,  1 2  and U 4..
Several summers back, while attending the Fenwick Fly Fishing 
program just outside of West Yellowstone, I met Pat Barnes, 
and remembering that he carried your flies (soft hackled),
I stopped by to look at them in the glass counters. As far 
as I could tell, they pretty well resembled the one I am 
sending along to you except maybe mine have a bit sparser 
hackle, I'm not sure. Bud Lilly told me at the time that 
you were fishing in the area, but didn’t know exactly where 
you were. His only reply ta my to my questions concerning 
the soft hackle was "The only thing certain is that nothing 
is certain.” This reminded me of a statement made by Leon
P. Martuch just before his death in his last written magazine 
article for Scientific Anglers publication, when he said
summing up over I4.O yea?.s.of 'angling, that the only thing
predictable about trout is that they are "totally unpredictable.
Perhaps he was correct in his observation, and perhaps it 
would be better to leave the matter there, yet in my case 
I can't help feeling there is something that went wrong.

In  closing, I see that you are going to be available 
for soft-hackle fishing via Pat Barnes Sept. 25*— Oct 15.
A real pity that my job of teaching prevents my ever being 
able to be in the area just as the big brown trout start 
their run up the Madison River. I rtanaged to cover most 
of the broken water area mentioned in your book on the 
Firehole, as well as that stretch on the Madison from just 
inside the west entrance of the park to some I4.OO to 500 
yards upstream where the riffles become shallower and the 
grassy islands sit in the river. No doubt, September or 
early October would see a bit more action. Thank you for
your time once again, and any advice or observations which you could spare would be greatfully received.

Sincerely,
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Syl Nem es 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772 
406 587 8301 
January 19,1998

‘ ------

< s

Dear Club Officer: P  - ~'9>& ’ v
T . . ,  ¿ ^ u ^ ^ ^ c t y  I
I just returned from a dub in Tucson and three dubs in the Los Aneeles ^ - 7^ “ ? * ^ «  

wnere I showed slide programs and conducted fly tying dasses “  ¡ H
Wmtimmm. m11 book on that subject. Club members purchased cortes ^  ̂

i S M i  J'. see!"ed M dubs were happy to get the books at a nice discount and I 
^  to ° « er fhe same thing for members of your dub.

SPINNERS, ($34.9^, retail) witn a fly tied by me «ton
me HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS, ($27.95. reiailjwIthaTly'lied In

ra„  !/™ ited e*H on SPINNERS, in bonded black leather binding and maroon slip 
rasewrth a spinner hed py me attached to the limitation page, $149®retail, $50. to P

i/  w k  umi!ed editj 0n of SOP1, HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS, in bonded green 
“ " S m s  With 3 fly “  ^  ” e “  limitation

I will pay postage on any of these books and would like to remind you that 
* e  standard editions with the flies and limited editions could be raffled to one your 
club events as a money making idea. y

I would also like to take this opportunity to offer my program of tying ^ ,
spinners and soft hackled flies and slide shows to your club. I am just completing 
my sixth book on fly fishing, SIX MONTHS IN SCOTLAND, and h ive a slide s t o t  O

m WeU as a history  on Soft Hackles, and a show on spinners, with rare 
slides of mayfly spmners coming out of their dun skins. I also donate a cip y  of the 
limited edition of SPINNERS to all clubs who hire nie for shows 

Please call or write me for prices and dates of availability.

V

Sincerely yours,

Syl

cTJ/ s~£7 / /


