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John Gierach
4073 Ute Highway 

Longmont, Colorado 80503 
303-823-6966

■

March 9, 1992

S y l ,

I just wanted to thank you for your help with the spring creeks.
Ed afid I have reservations on DePuy' s and Nelson' s in the first 
week of June. Chances are we'll stay with Dave Carty if only 
because he's finally finished building his house and is eager to 
show it off. But let's get out and fish together, or at least have 
a drink. . ' '
Yours,

*

Í U j J ^

Recycled Paper



John Gierach 
4073 Ute Highway 

Longmont, Colorado 80503 
303-823-6966

January 10, 1994

Sy l >
Thanks very much for the hen necks. They're exactly what I need and 
should keep me in soft hackles for a couple of seasons.
If you get a chance, try these flies. The bead chain eyes are 
cold blued so the color doesn't wash ofFor chip off like it 
does with paint. They're not otherwise weighted, so of course 
they're environmentally safe. I've had good luck with them as 
search patterns in mountain trout lakes and as caddis emergers.

Recycled Paper
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ANTIQUE DECOYS 
©  Harriet Gallant Designs

Kennebunkport, Maine 04046
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P. O. Box 3894 Butte, Montana 59701

April 2?, 1993

H O L E  Qi

° U i 1 D h 1 \ 0

Mr. Sylvester Nemes,
3200 Shooting Star Lane,
Bozeman, Montana 59715
Dear Sylvester:*
When you were in Butte recently you called me on the 
phone relative to Roger Woolley’s book and some of his 
flies which are now in possession of Ron Shockley in 
Belgrade, Montana. Both of these items were in my poss­
ession for a period in excess of fifty years, and I can 
not recall ever giving or loaning them to Ron although 
there is a possibility that I may have done so.
Recently in going through my store of miscellaneous items 
I came across a small Roger Woolley catalog that I prob­
ably received from him about 1932, and it occurred to me 
that it might be of some interest to you because of your 
work in connection with the revival of the soft-hackled 
wet fly, and I am sending it to you for your perusal.
Please accept this as a gift from me. I feel that your 
interest in this subject makes this item more valuable 
and interesting to you than it is to me or anyone else. I 
hope you will find Roger’s remarks to be in accord with 
your own theories. Incidentally, please note on the 
’’memoranda” page my order for the flies that are now in 
Shockley’s possession.
I am now 86 years old and I am disposing of my belongings 
in an orderly fashion while I am still competent. In recent 
years I sold ray small library to Anglers Art for $5,000, 
all of which I donated to the BHRF. It contained many rare 
first editions and I think it was a good deal for both 
Barry Serviente and myself.
I hope to be able to come to Livingston in August and if 
so I may see you there.

Best regard
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28 December 197$
Dear «Jim & Warren:

One of the many great things about fly fishing for trout is that you can ohangka 
your stripes whenever and however you want and not be burdened with the onus ' 
of considering yourself (or of being considered) capricious. It is all a part 
of the great and liberating fun to subscribe first to one school and then to 
another, as the spirit moves. As you know, I have in recent years come close 
to considering myself a member of the Halfordian band of dry fly purists, not 
militantly, of course, but with conviction. This letter is not to herald a 
sudden departure from those rank3 but to share with you a discovery, or perhaps 
I should say, an intimation of other worlds.

The first glimmer came from an article in the late season issue of Fly Fisherman 
by Sylvester Nemos entitled, "The Soft Hackled Fly.” Something about it 
suggested that it was a 3ound piece and that I should get his book when it 
was published. -When I saw the book advertised in a catalog I marked it as a 
nice Christmas present and left the catalog open at the proper page on the kitchen 
table. Sure enough Santa got the message and the book,was under the tree Christmas 
morning. ; w w

I read it yesterday afternoon, and tied some of the soft iasoninaM hackle flies last 
night. This morning I dug back into some of the books I have and I have cone 
upon references that almost convince me thqt adherents to the soft hackle school 
have the position in the fly fishing world held by John the Baptist in the history 
of Christianity: they promise great things to come, inclosed are half a dozen 
for your judgment and use at an aopropriate time.

They make no attempt to match a hatch but intend to convey to thetrout the notion 
that they are alive and good to eat. They are named not. after an insect but after 
the material and the color. Thus you have two Cartridge and ^ranges, two Cartridge 
and Aellows, and two P$rttidge and Greens. Nothing could be simpler, and according 
to'Nemes nothing more'effective. For some reason I believe him. Anyway, the names 
sound quite British. They should be fished across stream and a little up with 
just enough slack line to prevent drag and to allow you to mend the line when the 
current bellies it out. But 1 need net labor this. Check the article out if you 
don't remember it and it will tell all.

For ihe, the moat exciting thing about it is Hills conviction that the Dunne Fly 
of Dame Juliana Berners has survived all these many years as the Partridge and 
Orangel And that it was not until Halford and the nineteenth century addiction 
to the dry fly that it lost favor. The references I mentioned above that I have 
been able to check support that contention.

I hope the flies prove effective for you. fou can be sure that the first fly I 
cast in '76 will be a Partridge and urange. Even if it doesn't take a fish it 
will add iramesurably to the game to have it on. Five hundred years and still
swimming! That's an impressive record.

Best always.

Warren: Thanks so much fokYhe flies, both the real ones and those on the tie. 
Thanks too for the Martini recipe. It is vintage Horter. And the "Beaver Damm." 
Even Davis would adm'.re it. I'm not sure-Cornell would appreciate either tne 
recipe or the poem, but I hope you sent t’'em-to him anyway. Ap il 2 marked o$ my
calendar My Christmas »7$ yroiect'is far behind sghedule, asuusual.• At should be ready by April anyway* Don t think you will need it before then*
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Lee Groth 
c/o Dale Schmitt 

5610 Stadium Drive 
Madison, Wl 53705
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On the famous Au Sable River 

Open Year Round

O A T E S  Sa&Ce
TROUT FISHING • CANOEING • SNOW MOBILING • BIRD AND DEER HUNTNG • GUIDE SERVICE AVAILABLE

Mary & Cal Gates 
(517) 348-8462 
Rt. 2 Box

EXCELLENT FOOD • SPORTSMAN PARADISE • FINEST ACCOMMODATIONS
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P. O. BOX 2863 T.A. / SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 99220
(509)747-5918 ----

January 25, 1982

Mr. Sylvester Nonas 
901 S. Plymouth Ct.
Chicago, IL 60605

Dear Mr. Nemes:

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $18.20 for one autographed 
copy of "The Soft-Hackled Fly Addict."

Yours very truly,

Vernon E. Gallup
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SHELBY R. GIBBS 

3101 AVALON PL. 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77019

January 20, 1982

Mr. Sylvester Nemes 
901 S. Plymouth Court 
Chicago, Illino is  60604

Dear Mr. Nemes:

I see your advertisement on Page 92 of the January/ 
February 1982 issue of Fly Fisherman.

The ad is a l i t t l e  puzzling to me. I make the follow­
ing assumptions:

1. The Soft-Hackled Fly Addict is a new book.

2. I t  contains all of the information in the Soft-

If these assumptions are correct, I would like the book.
I enclose a check for $18.20. If they are not correct, please 
write me and te ll me what the facts are.

Do not te ll anybody, but I want you to know that I caught 
a trout on Dermot Wilson's Itchen water la s t spring on a k ille r  
pattern that A1 Troth recommended. I t  is a partridge and pea­
cock with a red butt. I tied i t  myself.

I have a friend who said he broke off many a big fish 
fishing soft-hackled f lie s  in the Madison inside Yellowstone 
in the late summer of 1980.

If  you have some favorites that you don't mention in the 
book, I would appreciate your giving me the benefit of your 
choices. I would also like to know i f  there is experience on 
which flie s  work best for bass and panfish.

Hackled Fly plus more.

Sincerely yours,

Shelby R. Gibbs
SRG/em
Enclosure
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D E N T I S T
1 8 0 7  W I L L I A M S B R I D G E  R D . 

B R O N X ,  N .  Y .  C . ,  N .  Y .  1 0 4 6 1

TALMADGE 3-1829

August 18, 1981

Mr. Syl Nemes
901 So. Plymouth Court
Apt. 204
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Sylt

Enclosed is my cheek in the amount of $16.95 for a 
copy of your new hook "The Soft-Hackled Fly Addict".

I would also like a listing of the items that you

have for sale
C flics)

Sincerely,

SG/hg
Enc.

Solomon Gross, D.D.S
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"RffNBOW TROUT" 
reproduced from an original etchinB 

by Milçlsftidham

©I984 by R U B 1_ (SI (3 BE&- E.MB^^afb Ana, CA 92701
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Recyclecl Paper

John Gieràch 
4073 Ute Highway 

Longmont, Colorado 80503 
303-823-6066

September 15, 1991

Syl,

Before I forget, Knox Burger can be reached at 39 1/2 Washington 
Square South, New York, NY 10012. , P h o n e : 212-533-2360. As I said, 
he's done a real nice job for me.

The day after I saw you at the show some friends and I hiked up 
into the Indian Peaks wilderness area where we got snowed on, 
blown on and caught cutthroat trout and shot some ptarmigan. Ever 
tie with ptarmigan? I'll stick a few feathers in. They make real 
handsome soft hackles.

Keep in touch,



Sylvester Nemes 
Dept. FS 
P.O.Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

Spetember |2, ]990

Dear Mr. Nemes:

Please send me a copy of your book, "Hie Soft- 
Hackled Fly." Enclosed is a money order for 
$16.95 plus $2.00 shipping and handling. I 
understand that this is the cost.

lhahk you,

Nick Gordy
3847 Montgomery NE #931 
Albuquerque, NM 87109



HA N D C R A F T E D R O D S *  R E E L S  • L I N E S • F L I E S

Señor Sylvester Nemes 
P O Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

Señor Nemes,

It was very enjoyable speaking with you on Easter Sunday. I will hensefortfe 
remember the Correct pronunciation of your name; going back to its roots; 
phonetically “Nemesh”. *

Enclosed you will find a money order for $75. It will cover the cost of a signed 
photograph and 4 flies tied personally by you for my fly collection.

When ready please send the signed photograph and flies to the following address.

Green Mountain Mail Center 
ATTN: L A Garcia 
767 South Xenon Court 
Lakewood, CO 80228

If you happen to find yourself in the Denver Metro area anytime please call me. I 
would like to show you the way I framed your flies for my collection. Everyone 
that has seen my collection really likes it.

Muchas gracias y linias tirantes,

L. A. Garcia Rod Company • P.O.Box280095 • Lakewood,CO 80228-0095 • (303)986-8495 • 1-800-627-3515



//e //o  M  fi/Ké’-S

hLiv&S on fi * *, <3.4 "ffLc jf>  a 'M-í’ir id/e>%
t i e . i t e  u s  j  - t í . , 1 1  C o «  U  *.<¿í a ,et^ necl

■Sòr M v J á  $ (A f*P¿Í t>Of USt ft-í̂ s aJs<-U àJ& ,a  a«t A CJS//4, Fius fl dm*.

"^¡àl&rls h)e rg es te 00/fÁ.

Ò n t f ò s e d  p l â d s ê  4i rj¿ o J l e c Á .  { h r  A f .  ? S
ec/ (Lofiu j ü

y

/\o4<?r4 C- ùc lover__^ ‘»^ v ,........
S ù ù & G z  re e n  ly  t e .  ii£ .

A â ^ ^ f  u e r M M  p f p p  

ûÀo*\ so  ̂i i M I I '

rô ^ r

. y O .- S . ( F  id le. o F F f t  fX ño d?n¿4A C/A / ta /jo  FâS^
M ^ d Ù d ( a /  ec  k  I  CO Qu /a / a /s  o  èe. is ftv ' / t t i c v f g b d o t* ((F y  in y

o d  U 0u r (&<* s c d d  '̂ h em  . ....

i fOU./ôô tniA.<-L io r  a.(fof0(4Ádo* C c n ir /iic F d />  //-& -
s f io d / /  -r/o {ytno , <1 Ádot  ofour s& o es QL SoFi "i dC k (*.
ir// ài iE M S  j/. ä ! .11

m /Lf boo/is $ f/n& $ & OSr\ /floril f~isÀfjiû •

1  l U ,  r


