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M. M. G R E E R
34 HAMPSHIRE ROAD 

MADISON, CONN. 06443

June 7, 1990

Sylvester Nemes 
Dept. F5 
Box 3782
Bozeman, Montana 59772

Dear Sirs

Please find enclosed my check for $18.95 (16-95 plus $2.00) 
for one copy of "Soft Hackled Fly"

My mailing address as above is:
3^ Hampshire Road 
Madison, Connecticut 064^3

Thank you.

e n c .

MMG/ekw Millard M. Greer





For reservations call toll free 800-228-9290
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1134 Utah Butta, M T 59701 • (406) 782-0311

Syl Nemes 
PO  Box 3782
B O Z E M A N  M T  59772-3782

Dear S y l:

It was great to hear from you concerning your new book SP IN N E R S. I ’m excited to have the opportunity 
again to learn further techniques and skills from you. Over the last two years I ’ve studied and tied many 
o f your fly ’s, which I ’ve used with great success on many rivers.
As we discussed concerning several fly ’s that I have developed and fished with, I ’ve enclosed a sample 
that has caught many fish during caddis hatches on the B ig Hole, and Clark Fork. I use sizes 12, 14, and 
16’s depending on the caddis sizes. I ’ve been unable to develop a body in lieu o f the tinsel that would 
create a more natural look, but I ’ll continue to experiment. After I read your new book I ’ll give you a call 
and hopefully discuss the topics.
Earl Dorsey and I have had conversations about soft hackles and the fishing techniques we developed over 
the years, and enjoyed sharing your knowledge and experience.

I appreciate the advance notification o f your book and look forward in hearing from you in the future.

Terry R  GuptHT 
3031 Burlington ST  
B U T T E  M T  59701-3807

** Please have book sent to my home address:

3031 B U R L IN G T O N  ST  
B U T T E  M T  59701-3807
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Elliott Gritton 
2630 Monterey Gir. 
Reno, N V  89509-3942
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JAM ES H. GILFORD  
7003 GLEN COURT 

FREDERICK, MO 21702
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Bozeman, M$ 59772

! ill#1*'





Syt Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772 
December 8,1995

Dear Fly Fishing Friend:

Well, I'm writing you to tell you about my new book, SP IN N ER S , the first book 
dedicated solely to adult m ayflies. I spent three years co llecting , studying and 
identifying spinners (with the help of an entomologist from Montana State University). 
The book records dates of appearance, molting and mating habits and colors, shapes 
and sizes of nearly 40 species. There are more than 30 new spinner patterns which 
are quick and easy to tie from readily available m aterials. A new winging method (the 
most difficult part of tying a spinner as you know) is described using only hackle fibers 
which are divided, flattened and pulled with thumbs and forefingers. (No difficult figure 
8 ’s .)

New patterns, like S y l’s  Gold Plated spinner and S y l’s  Gold Tail spinner are highly 
productive during a spinner fall and are also very effective during the hatch of duns. 
There are also dun/spinners with the body of spinners and wings of duns to be fished 
anytime, and doubles, two sm all flies tied on larger hooks for better visibility and better 
hooking.

The book is 6 x 9, with 157 pages of black and white text and with a 16 page color 
section featuring some rare macro photos of spinners including one just molting out of 
its dun skin.

The book features fine binding from Dekker Book Binding in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
and should be ready to mail about Jan  12. (it’s  at the printer here in Bozeman, now.) 
Th is mitegtonFBBok will retail for $34.95, but I’m writing you with a pre-publication 
offei>€fF$30.00I pgst paid, which m eans you’ll receive your first edition, signed copy 
ion^  beforejbe-book will be available in stores and fly shops, if you send your check 
now.

if you want to order by phone, please call me at 406 587 8301, when I can tell you 
even more about SP IN N ER S .

i
Ps. You might want to extend this book offer to members of your club, and please 
consider my new program on spinners.

S incere lv .



Old Glory
TROUT UNLIMITED

HR ANDREW A GENNARO 
100 CENTER GROVE RD 8 -14  
RANDOLPH NJ 07869
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Am erican Goldfinch
Ron Schreiner

N a t i o n a l  A u d u b o n  S o c ie t y  Audubon protects our national resources by managing wildlife sanctuaries, educating children, conducting scientific research, producing television documentaries, and mobilizing citizens through our nationwide chapter network.

700 Broadway • New York, NY 10003 
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER INCLUDING MINIMUM OF 50% PRE-CONSUMER FIBER 

© 1995 Brick Mill Studios 125NAS95DK4
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19 April 1976

Mr. Sylvester Nemes
1082^ Hendricks
Crown Point, Indiana U6307

Dear Mr. Nemes:
•
On page 81* of the Pre-Season Issue of Fly Fisherman Magazine 
(Vol. 7» No. 2) you advertise for sale Soft Hackled Flies.
I would like to purchase two of each of the fourteen SHF that 
were illustrated on page 23 of the Late-Season Issue of FFM 
(Vol. 6t No. 7). At $10.00 per dozen, or approximately 85 cents 
each, I am enclosing a personal check for $23.80.
I have two questions concerning the tying of these flies. Where 
can I purchase Snipe and Starling feathers? Since I am not 
familiar with the Alcock brand of hook, what hook would you 
recommend using that would be readily available to most tyers, 
say Mustad for example?

With best regards.
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Solomon Stoss
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February 28, 1976

Mr. Sylvester Nemes
10824 Hendricks
Crown Point, Indiana 4630?
Dear Syls

Enclosed please find my check of $10.00 for one (l) 
dozen soft hackle flies.

If they are available in #12 size hook it will do 

fine; if not, #10 size is perfectly acceptable.

SG/hg Solomon Gross, D.D.S.
Ehe.
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January 10, 19?6

Mr. Sylvester Nernes 
1082^ Hendricks 
Crown Point, Indiana

Dear Mr. Nerness
Enclosed please find my check for $10.00 plus 

300 for shipping charges for one (l) dozen assorted 

soft hackle flies. Send to above address. Thank you.

SG/hg Solomon Gross D.D.S.
Enc.
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First S^ti^i^Bank

cirrus 208 East Main, Bozeman, M ft[::!^Q641 Member FDIC

plde in our past and 
confidence in our future.

Tms IS YOUR RECEIPT
All items received are credited to your account subject to final payment. 

Your deposit may not be available for Immediate withdrawal. 
f s f  Consult posted notices for further Information.

Thank you fo r  your deposit.
IS Ü007FSB 359 3149i#U3 $434.69 D

D E P O SIT S A R E  C R E D IT E D  A S  O F  T H E  B U S IN E S S  D A Y SH O W N .
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CO RRECTIO N  OF DEPOSIT% Z L J i
Error is hereby corrected in your deposit dated.

^ /S ’9  ~T O T A L IN G  $ _  7

tE = ^ V Æ L

Y O U R  D EP O S IT  IS
» ^ H t s I C R E A S E D
mm

C O R R E C T  AM O U N T $ .

I Error in Addition  
I Error in Subtraction
s Check for $ Ml________

Drawn on ...—

III Check included but not listed- 
l i l  Check listed but not included- 

' '■■■ 'Listed; as $
(Description, if any, on deposit ticket)

(A .B .A . Number)
By-
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Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

February 1, 1991

Dear friend of the Soft Hackle:

You may have heard I have been working on a new book on soft  
hackles since my retirement here in Bozeman, Mt. Now, a f te r  
three years test ing new patterns and one year writ ing, SOFT 
HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is  finished and w il l  be published sometime 
in April by me and my wife,  Hazel.

This is the most advanced and perhaps the most enlightening 
of the three books I 've  written on the soft-hackled f l y  because 
each pattern was designed to be used during the r i s e  of certain 
trout insects .  There is a midge, pale morning dun, four baetis ,  
two t r í e o s ,  c a l l i b a e t i s ,  green drake, mother's day caddis, 
mahogany dun, rusty spinner, and freshwater shrimp. There are 
also s ix  soft-hackled patterns for  eastern waters designed by a 
good friend of mine who f ishes in the Catsk i l ls  most of the year.
If I 've  l e f t  out your fav or i te  hatch, there is a chapter on 
designing your own soft  hackles to help you match the hatches in 
your own backyard.

All of the new imitations are as easy to t i e  as any soft  
hackle, s t i l l  b as ica l ly  a two part f l y  of body and bird or hen 
hackle. You w i l l  see a l l  o f  the f l i e s  in color,  photographed, as 
well as painted by James Marc, f ine  a r t i s t  from Cali fornia  who 
also happens to be an avid f l y  fisherman. Included are a l l  of 
the new dressings and tying and f ishing instructions on most of  
the great trout water in Montana and Idaho.

SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS also has an introduction by Dave 
Hughes, ^imself a proponent of the soft-hackled f l y .

The 6 x 9  inch, 120 page book is bound in f ine  s a i l  cloth 
and w i l l  r e t a i l  for  $27.95. I'm writing you with a pre-publication 
o ffer  of $22.95 ppd. This means you wil l  be f i r s t  in the country 
to receive your f i r s t  edition copy, autographed by me, long before 
the book appears in stores and f l y  shops, i f  you send your payment now.

Thanks for  your previous purchases, phone c a l l s  and l e t t e r s .
Now, there is quite an army o f  followers and believers in the 
soft-hackled f l y .

Sincerely,
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ELLIOTT W. GRITTON 
2630 MONTEREY CIR. 
RENO, NV. 89509
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Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

February 1, 1991

Dear friend of the Soft Hackle:

You may have heard I have been working on a new book on soft  
hackles since my retirement here in Bozeman, Mt. Now, a f te r  
three years test ing new patterns and one year writ ing, SOFT 
HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and w il l  be published sometime 
in April by me and my wife,  Hazel.

This is the most advanced and perhaps the most enlightening 
of the three books I 've  written on the soft-hackled f l y  because 
each pattern was designed to be used during the r ise  of certain 
trout insects .  There is a midge, pale morning dun, four baetis ,  
two t r i c o s ,  c a l l i b a e t i s ,  green drake, mother's day caddis, 
mahogany dun, rusty spinner, and freshwater shrimp. There are 
also s ix  soft-hackled patterns for  eastern waters designed by a 
good friend of mine who f ishes in the C atsk i l ls  most of the year.
If  I 've  l e f t  out your fav or i te  hatch, there is a chapter on 
designing your own soft  hackles to help you match the hatches in 
your own backyard.

All  of the new imitations are as easy to t i e  as any soft  
hackle, s t i l l  b as ica l ly  a two part f l y  of body and bird or hen 
hackle. You w i l l  see a l l  of  the f l i e s  in color,  photographed, as 
well as painted by James Marc, f ine  a r t i s t  from Cali fornia who 
also happens to be an avid f l y  fisherman. Included are a l l  of 
the new dressings and tying and f ishing instructions on most of 
the great trout water in Montana and Idaho.

SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS also has an introduction by Dave 
Hughes, himself a proponent of the soft-hackled f l y .

The 6 x 9  inch, 120 page book is bound in f ine  s a i l  cloth 
and w i l l  re t a i l  for  $27.95. I'm writing you with a pre-publication 
o f fe r  of $22.95 ppd. This means you w i l l  be f i r s t  in the country 
to receive your f i r s t  edition copy, autographed by me, long before 
the book appears in stores and f l y  shops, i f  you send your payment now.

Thanks for  your previous purchases, phone c a l l s  and l e t t e r s .
Now, there is quite an army of followers and believers in the 
soft-hackled f l y .



Or. ft Mrs. C . Guitta* 
3561 So. Waco Wav 
Aurora, C O  80013
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2-25-91

Mr. Syl Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

Dear Mr. Nemes,

Please send me the book, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS.

I understand prepublication price is $22.95 ppd and will be 
signed by you. Find a check enclosed for $22.95.

Thank you a meaningful presentation at the International 
Exposition in Denver.

Sincere1y ,

Carl R. Guthals, Ed.D 
3561 S. Waco Way 
Aurora, CO 80013
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Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

February 1, 1991

Dear friend of the Soft Hacklei

You may have heard I have been working on a new book on soft  
hackles since my retirement here in Bozeman, Mt. Now, a f te r  
three years testing new patterns and one year wri t ing, SOFT 
HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and wil l  be published sometime 
in April by me and my wife,  Hazel.

This is the most advanced and perhaps the most enlightening 
of the three books I 've  written on the soft-hackled f l y  because 
each pattern was designed to be used during the r i s e  of certain 
trout in sects .  There is a midge, pale morning dun, four baetis ,  
two t r i c o s ,  c a l l i b a e t i s ,  green drake, mother's day caddis,  
mahogany dun, rusty spinner, and freshwater shrimp. There are 
also six  soft-hackled patterns for  eastern waters designed by a 
good friend of mine who f ishes in the C a tsk i l ls  most of the year.
If I 've  l e f t  out your fav or i te  hatch, there is a chapter on 
designing your own soft  hackles to help you match the hatches in 
your own backyard.

All of the new imitations are as easy to t i e  as any so ft  
hackle, s t i l l  bas ica l ly  a two part f l y  of body and bird or hén 
hackle. You wi l l  see a l l  of  the f l i e s  in color,  photographed, as 
well as painted by James Marc, f ine  a r t i s t  from Cali fornia  who 
also happens to be an avid f l y  fisherman. Included are a l l  of 
thé new. dressings and tying and f ishing instructions on most of 
the great trout water in Montana and Idaho.

SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS also has an introduction by Dave 
Hughes, himself a proponent of the soft-hackled f l y .

The 6 x 9 inch, 120 page book is bound in f in e  sai l  cloth 
and wi l l  r e t a i l  for  $27.95. I'm writing you with a pre-publication 
o ffer  of $22.95 ppd. This means you wi l l  be f i r s t  in the country 
to receive your f i r s t  edition copy, autographed by me, long before 
the book appears in store? and f l y  shops, i f  you send your payment now.

Thanks for  your previous purchases, phone c a l l s  and l e t t e r s .
Now, there is quite an army of followers and believers in the 
soft-hackled f l y .

Sincerely,
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A. Gablick 
(412) 337-0437

AU Patterns

CUSTOM TROUT FLIES
Tied To Your Specifications

Highest Quality Materia! Fast Service
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T W EN T Y  N EW  SO FT  H A C K L E S  for the 
M A JO R  H A T C H E S  of A M ER IC A !

Now, after three years testing, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be 
published around April 15, by the author, Syt Nemes.

This is the most advanced of the three books on the soft-hackled fly because each pattern 
was designed to be used during the rise of certain insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, 
four baetis, two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, Mother's Day caddis, mahogany dun, rusty 
spinner, freshwater shrimp, plus six soft hackles for Eastern trout streams. There's even a chapter 
on designing your own soft hackles, and an introduction by Dave Hughes.

Three major advantages of these flies have emerged during the testing: 1. Larger 
imitations than the actual insect. 2. Effective on the swing. 3. Surer, deeper hooking.

The 6 X 9 inch, 120 page book features color paintings of the flies and will be bound in fine 
sail cloth. The regular price of the book is $27.95, plus $2.00 S&H. Pre-publication price is $22.95 
ppd, signed by the author.

To Order write: Syl Nemes, PO Box 3782, Bozeman, MT. 59772.
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Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

February 1, 1991

Dear friend of the Soft Hackle:

You may have heard I have been working on a new book on so ft  
hackles since my retirement here in Bozeman, Mt. Now, a fte r  
three years testin g  new patterns and one year w riting, SOFT 
HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and w il l  be published sometime 
in April by me and my w ife, Hazel.

This is the most advanced and perhaps the most enlightening 
of the three books I 'v e  written on the soft-hackled f ly  because 
each pattern was designed to be used during the r ise  of certain  
trout in sects . There is a midge, pale morning dun, four b a e tis ,  
two t r ic o s ,  c a l l ib a e t i s ,  green drake, mother's day caddis, 
mahogany dun, rusty spinner, and freshwater shrimp. There are 
also s ix  soft-hackled patterns for eastern waters designed by a 
good friend of mine who fishes in the C a ts k il ls  most of the year.
If I 'v e  le f t  out your fav o r ite  hatch, there is a chapter on 
designing your own so ft  hackles to help you match the hatches in 
your own backyard.

All of the new imitations are as easy to t i e  as any so ft  
hackle, s t i l l  b a s ica lly  a two part f l y  of body and bird or hen 
hackle. You w il l  see a l l  o f  the f l i e s  in co lor, photographed, as 
well as painted by James Marc, f in e  a r t i s t  from California who 
also happens to be an avid f l y  fisherman. Included are a l l  of 
the new dressings and tying and fish in g  instructions on most of 
the great trout water in Montana and Idaho.

SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS also has an introduction by Dave 
Hughes, himself a proponent of the soft-hackled f l y .

The 6 x 9  inch, 120 page book is  bound in f in e  s a i l  cloth 
and wi l l  r e ta i l  fo r  $27.95. I'm writing you with a pre-publication 
o ffe r  of $22.95 ppd. This means you wi l l  be f i r s t  in the country 
to receive your f i r s t  edition copy, autographed by me, long before 
the book appears in stores and f l y  shops, i f  you send your payment now.

Thanks for  your previous purchases, phone ca l l s  and le t t e r s .
Now, there is  quite an army of followers and believers in the 
soft-hackled f l y .

Sincerely,
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T W EN T Y  N EW  SO FT  H A C K L E S  for the 
M A JO R H A T C H E S  of A M ER IC A !

Now, after three years testing, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be 
published around April 15, by the author, Syl Nemes.

This is the most advanced of the three books on the soft-hackled fly because each pattern 
was designed to be used during the rise of certain insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, 
four baetis, two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, Mother's Day caddis, mahogany dun, rusty 
spinner, freshwater shrimp, plus six soft hackles for Eastern trout streams. There’s even a chapter 
on designing your own soft hackles, and an introduction by Dave Hughes.

Three major advantages of these flies have emerged during the testing: 1. Larger 
imitations than the actual insect. 2. Effective on the swing. 3. Surer, deeper hooking.

The 6 X 9 inch, 120 page book features color paintings of the flies and will be bound in fine 
sail cloth. The regular price of the book is $27.95, plus $2.00 S&H. Pre-publication price is $22.95 
ppd, signed by the author.

To Order write: Syl Nemes, PO Box 3782, Bozeman, MT. 59772.
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PAUL H. G E R R IE  
593 Rugh Street 

Greensburg, Pennsylvania 15601
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T W EN T Y  N EW  SO FT  H A C K L E S  for the 
M A JO R H A T C H E S  of A M ER IC A !

Now, after three years testing, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be 
published around April 15, by the author, Syl Nemes.

This is the most advanced of the three books on the soft-hackled fly because each pattern 
was designed to be used during the rise of certain insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, 
four baetis, two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, Mother's Day caddis, mahogany dun, rusty 
spinner, freshwater shrimp, plus six soft hackles for Eastern trout streams. There's even a chapter 
on designing your own soft hackles, and an introduction by Dave Hughes.

Three major advantages of these flies have emerged during the testing: 1. Larger 
imitations than the actual insect. 2. Effective on the swing. 3. Surer, deeper hooking.

The 6 X 9 inch, 120 page book features color paintings of the flies and will be bound in fine 
sail cloth. The regular price of the book is $27.95, plus $2.00 S&H. Pre-publication price is $22.95 
ppd, signed by the author.

To Order write: Syl Nemes, PO Box 3782, Bozeman, MT. 59772.





January 7, 1986

Sylvester Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772
Dear Syl:
Just thought I'd drop you a note to let you know that I am 
going back to New Zealand January the 29th for seventeen days 
of "soft-hackling" the rivers of the south island.
If you have any secret soft-hackle flies that you think might 
be especially good, drop me a note.

I'll send you a picture and a report when I get back from 
my trip.

708 South Rogers Road Olathe, Kansas 66062 • 913 • 782 • 6900



12 February 1996

Syl Nemes 
Box 3782
Bozeman, MT 59772 

Dear M r . Nemes,
I just received my signed copy of Spinners and commend you on 
a job well done. The book was most enjoyable and as one angling 
scholar to another, I'd like to share some things with you.

On page 28 under "Part Three: The Hatch Books" you state that 
Schwiebert's Matching the Hatch was the first American book 
on hatches. This statement is incorrect the way it reads because 
other books on hatches preceded it.
The earliest American hatch book in my library is Louis Rhead's 
American Trout Stream Insects which was first published in 1914. 
Although Rhead describes spinner falls, he does not separate 
the dun from the spinner stages. In fact, he classifies all 
mayflies simply as "drakes," caddisflies as "duns" and 
craneflies as "spinners!" He states that he is against using 
the terminology dun and spinner to designate the different stages 
of a mayfly as the English do.
Two other classics which preceded Matching the Hatch are A Book 
of Trout Flies by Preston Jennings (1935) and Art Flick's 
Streamside Guide to Naturals and their Imitations (1947). Both 
Jennings and Flick mention spinners, however Flick incorrectly 
indicates that with only a few exceptions they are unimportant. 
One of the exceptions is the Coffin Fly, the spinner stage of 
the eastern Green Drake, Ephemera guttulata. I was disappointed 
to not find a Coffin Fly dressing in Spinners as I'm always 
interested in learning the discoveries and ideas of other 
anglers.
Coffin Flies are huge, size 8-12, and they blanket the water 
by the thousands. In fact, there can be so much food on the 
water that the trout become bloated when the spinner fall first 
begins, and they don't feed on consecutive days even though 
the water is blanketed with naturals. This is one of the most 
important and heralded spinner falls here in the East since 
it brings many large trout to the surface.
Another "hatch" classic which was not mentioned in Spinners 
is Trout Flies, Naturals and Imitations by Charles M. Wetzel.
This was also printed in 1955 and it contains several dressings 
for mayfly spinners.
Quite obviously, Wetzel's classic is not mentioned in the 
bibliography of Matching the Hatch since it came out at the 
same time. However, Jennings and Flick are. Rhead is mentioned 
within the text of that book and acknowledged as being "The



first American to attempt a correlation between artificial flies 
and the naturals of our waters."

Lastly, I'd like to share with you that here in the East I 
frequently see male spinners on the water. Oftentimes, they 
are still coupled to the female as they float by. The males 
are also plentiful when the Coffin Flies fall, conspicuous by 
their smaller size.

Like your other books, Spinners is sure to become one of our 
angling »plassics. I'm already looking forward to your next 
o n e !

Sincerely yours,

f
Andrew A. Gennaro 
100 Center Grove Road 
Building 8; Apartment 14 
Randolph, NJ 07869



B O X  1273 • H E LE N A , M O N T A N A  59624 ■ (406) 443-4171

Sept. 3 , 1988

Syl Nemes 
P.0. Box 37782 
Bozeman, Mt. 59772

Dear Syl:

Your choice for the SOFT HACKLED FLY is a good one. It's a 
fine book, with a lot of "life" left in it, and you're going to 
want to control its destiny. You have the energy and the 
knowledge of marketing to do a fine job with it.

We understand those feelings. We started Greycliff so that 
we would have control over our own creative products. We wish 
you the best of luck with it.

In the meantime, come over and do some fieldwork on the 
Missouri with us.

Best for the fall season,



LASALLE, QUE. H8R 2X2

LaSalle, July 31st. 1992

Mr. Sylvester Nemes, 
P.O. BOX 3782 
Bozeman, MOT 59772

Bear Sir,
As a member of a group of about twenty senior 

members of the Montreal Ply-Fishermen, I was quite interested some months 
ago, when one of our members showed-up with a trade copy of your book, 
i THE SOFT*HACKLED FLY".

The book went around the group many, many timesand created 
a lot of interest. As for myself, I have been tying and fishing for stream 
trout since the 50s, and one of my favorite flies as always been the 
” MARCH BROWN SPIDER", so You can imagine the interest that I had in your 
book.

I think that it would be very interesting if I can 
buy a complete set of the trade editions of your three books.

Please let me know what the cost would be.
I have enclosed a photo of some of our group, during a

coffee break !
Hoping to read from you soon,
Yours Truly,

Georges Gaudreau 
817 Radisson, 
LaSalle, Quebec, 
Canada, H8l 2X2
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December 04, 1992

Sylvester Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
BOZEMAN MI 59772

Dear Mr. Nemesi

It was a great pleasure to meet and visit with 
you. The opportunity to share the experiences and talents 
you have with our Chapter was exciting. It is also 
refreshing to find great humor and enjoyment displayed by 
you about fly-tying and flyfishing.

I called our retired federal employee ” Earl 
Dorsey" and discussed my delight and fascination of you and 
the soft-hackle. We talked about some of your fishing trips 
on the Missouri and Clearwater. He was thrilled to hear that 
I had purchased the set of your books, since we share many 
ideas and value art such as yours. He mentioned to say hello 
from him.

I ’ve enclosed the remaining balance for the 
purchase of your books. I know you mentioned that they would 
not be a numbered set but if you had any possible chance I 
would cherish them.

The next time I ’m in Bozeman I would enjoy calling 
you, and stopping for a visit.

When you mail the books would you please just enclose them 
with the order from Paul Redfern, Fish-On Fly Shop, 3346 
Harrison Ave. BUTTE MT 59701.
Paul and I are fishing and tying nuts.







Brook Trout {Salvelinus fontinalis) 
Watercolour, 10” x 4” 1998

© 1999 K.G. Cruickshank 
1153 Queen St. WM #205 

Toronto, Ontario, Canada M6J 1J4
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SCIENTIFIC ILLUSTRATION & DRAFTING
ROBERT JON GOLDER
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SCIENTIFIC ILLUSTRATION & DRAFTING
ROBERT JON GOLDER
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IV4KÌA1
Healthcare Marketing Agency

233 E. Wacker Dr 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
312/565-0552

9.5.90 

Dear Syl:

Here are Chapters 1-7. Editing is such a thankless job; again. I’ve 
tried to retain your voice as much as possible throughout. The writing 
is very consistent, and I think for the reader it will be very 
interesting. The theme of the book as I read it is: tie these easy-to- 
tie flies, fish them as I suggest, and you’ll get results upstream and 
downstream, depending on conditions. Same premise and promise as the 
first two books, and the patterns are terrific, as well as the 
tradition/history linkage you make throughout to E & L, etc.

Agree with me or not, previous titles notwithstanding... it is the 
soft-hackled fly with a hyphen.

It is soft hackle... when one says...."The soft hackles on the fly 
imitate both the wing cases and the legs of the insect." (without the 
hyphen)

But in my book it’s "soft-hackled fly".... Soft-hackled Green Drake 
(all initial capitals). I ’ve taken the liberty to bestow initial caps 
on all fly patterns...Trico, Soft-hackled Trico (note the "-ed") and 
have used the hyphenated "Soft-hackled" as a modifier of the specific 
fly throughout. But not "soft hackles."

I ’ve also i t a l i c i z e d  genra and Latin-ized terms (Baetis, Callibaetis, 
etc. )

And as with the Addict. I ’ve penciled in some Chapter Subtitles for 
your consideration.

About the "localisms." "On June 22, 23, 24 1 9 9 0 I ’ve edited to 
"mid-to-late June, 1990" because when you get that specific, without 
"prepping" the reader, you lend greater significance to those dates 
alone. You could "prep" it by adding a few paragraphs to the 
introduction, telling the reader that you kept detailed fishing notes 
(a la Art Flick), recorded dates, people fished with, results, and 
comments. They’ve found their way into the text "because without the 
help of ..... the book would not have the validity, currency, or 
specificity that so many other writers have simply assumed." Then I 
think you could STET the dates...¿f and only if you’re willing to make 
the book less timeless. Does Pritt give dates? Edmunds and Lee? Do 
they include names in the text? Or do they relegate "assistants" to a 
footnote or index or final chapter citing those who helped on each 
pattern? Including specific dates and people in the text might best be 
saved for magazine articles and newspapers. It might be handled best 
in an appendix where you can list each pattern, its construction, the 
dates and places you worked it out, and those who helped with the 
fishing research. I think that would be best. '
The "marketing" angle —  naming names — - wo n ’t suffer at all in this 
way, either.

1



233 E. Wacker Dr 
Chicago, Illinois, 60601 

Healthcare Marketing Agency 312/565-0552 
----------------------------------—-------------------- yy 1. 990

Three men of the cloth have agreed to golf as a threesome. They appear 
at the course at 6AM ready to tee off. A Catholic priest, a Baptist 
minister, and a Rabbi. The foursome ahead of them is very slow.

So slow in fact that by noon, the religious threesome is only on the 
fourth tee. The Catholic priest yells up ahead to the slow group:
"Play faster, you ugly muts!"

The caddy from the forward group comes back to explain.
"Gentlemen, I ’m truly sorry! Everyone of the players I ’m working for 
is blind. I ’m sorry it’s taking so long."

Hearing such, the priest falls to his knees and starts a prayer of 
forgiveness for his rash and rude behavior. The Baptist minister 
starts his patented Billy Graham routine to the trees, beeseeching a 
greater and more humane tolerance, imploring God to forgive his 
unthinking ways.

The Rabbi, however, drops his club and walks forward a bit and yells 
to the group: "So vy don’t you play at night?"

With that, here’s Chapters 1-7; give me more.

3



s o o n .

_____J2j£ j6 L .  ... m m ________( m a

i  U J q O u ^  _ L | ) O î - ..  T O  o  /

^ g - .......A O T V a r y g f v A  _ P ®  û A ,
•—  p j ?  > 0  u i  i ' M  1=5»_____ 7 1 ?  vi>  B-'J

.........."  "  '"■ "" ' ” : -T &

; P

f ë S ^ ^ P l
*  '«2. Bozeman, M r¿97g *?»»*,PO H

__JV-V ........ -

f  M A S — d fo o O . i a )
o/Z3>en_....:.I .. 7 ......

^  D M MZL

r n  7 i'c ^ 3 >

S>o t ~. . j D f c O u O ) . ^ i /<^
. ^ U i ^ s ..._ _

Pt-jQ S

^ ......V ù O ____  _ .......
12-£ o > / Q g ^ b

A -

t e a  m a \ h l € \

> 3  _ f t ? S S i  B U L _  * > T D  q < s o T ^  k & L

o JACQUES GEROME 
8846 B L O M ID O N  i S T -L E O N A R D (Q U E B E C ) ! H 1R 2 P 5



£-£*> gj2££C£OT
€ g 3 fe a ¿ u A .__________________________U i'
K ^ O  ^gsAJLACfo
B f  C S e l g b ^

W V a Vd û k k a j p
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HANDCRAFTfD ROD!

L. A. Garcia Rod Company
P.O. Box 280095 

Lakewood, CO 80228-0095
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R O D S  • R E E L S  • L I N E S  • F L I E SH A N D C R A F T E D

Señor Sylvester Nem es 
P  O  B o x 3782 
Bozem an, M T  59772

Señor N em es,

There are 3 books that now grace the shelves o f  my private library. They are 
written by one, Sylvester Nemes (phonetically Two o f  them are
signed by the author; one is n o t

W ill you be attending the 95 Conclave? It  would please me to have you sign your 
book fo r  me. A  representative from  the F F F  has asked me to come and do rod 
building demonstrations as a result o f  my recently released book a
Graphite F ly  R o d ” .

In  your first book you recommend fly  tying. After 20 years o f  building rods it is 
time fo r  me to take your advice to heart. B y winter I  should have all necessary 
materials to begin tying. I  do need to develop some skills at tying. A t this point 
in my experience I  have built about 1300 rods and while I  still enjoy the activity I  
want to develop a modicum o f skills as a tyer. Further I  have decided to try the 
soft hackled flie s as my entry into tying. I  have but one more “ thing”  to 
purchase; a vice. I  do want to take my time in deciding on the proper one fo r  me. 
I  have seen enough demonstrations to have pretty well decided on a Renzetti but I  
want to look a little further into the matter.

I  have evaded the use o f  soft hackled flie s but upon reading your books I  am 
taking an unbiased approach and will try them. M y first good test o f  the patterns 
will be in Ch ile and Argentina this coming February-March. I  am retiring from  
my jo b  after 32 112 years in January and in February I  will leave fo r  Ch ile and 
Argentina fo r  a month.

M uchas gracias fo r  having written the books and fo r  participating in the 
conversation o f  fly  fish in g. That conversation constitues an important part o f  my 
life. Is  there likely to be an extended conversation from  you on soft hackled 
flie s ?

I  look forw ard to seeing you at the Conclave.

Con  todo respeto,

L  A  Garcia  
23 October 1994

L. A. Garcia Rod Company • P.0. Box 280095 • Lakewood, CO 80228-0095 • (303)986-8495 • Orders 1-800-627-3515



W i. Solom on Q>ioss
D E N T IS T

1807 W ILL IA M SB R ID G E RD. 
BRONX, N. Y. C ., N. Y. 10461

T ALM AD G E 3 -1829

November 15* 1976

Mr. Sylvester Nernes 
10824 Hendricks 
Grown Point, Ind. 46307

Dear Syl,
Thank you for sending me your postcard about the 

new innovations in soft hackle flies. Last season I 

found your flies very effective on the small Long 
Island streams I fish in, however, the most productive 

sizes were 16, 18 and 20. Using the directions from 
your fine book I made a few, but being a novice, they 

quickly lost their shape,
I would like to order several dozen in size 16,

18 and 20 assorted, if you can provide them that small. 

Please let me know, so that I may send you my check for 

an order.
Sincerely

SG/hg Solomon Gro ss, D .D.S



D EN TIST
1807 W ILU A M S B R ID G E  RD. 

BRONX, N. Y. C ., N. Y. 10461

T ALM ADGE 3 - 1 8 2 9

January 5» 1976

Mr. Sylvester Nernes 
10824- Hendricks 
Crown Point, Indiana
Dear Syl:

Please excuse my familiarity, but being an ardent trout fisherman 

as you are, I feel all of us belong to a fraternity that goes back 
hundreds of years. Those of us enjoying the pleasure of trout fishing 

can often dispense with formalities of introduction.
I have just finished your book "The Soft Hackled Fly" and digested 

every word of it. Your methodology and philosophy of fishing this partic­

ular kind of fly intrigues me. The simplicity of the technique makes it 
so fascinating. The mere fact that I can stop becoming a stream pseudo­

entomologist has given me a new and bright ray of hope. I first became 
aware of the soft hackled fly in the "Fly Fisherman" magazine and I made 

an effort to buy them commercially but to no avail. It seems they are hard 

to obtain.
Because my time is fully occupied, I haven't taken up fly tying, but 

I see I must. I would greatly appreciate any further particulars as how 

to get started. In the meantime, if you can direct me to a retail tackle 

shop, it would be most welcome.



W>i. Solom on Q ko SS
D EN TIST

1807 W ILL IA M SB R ID G E RD. 
BRONX, N. Y. C .t N. Y. 10461

T A l m a d g e  3 - 1 8 2 9

November 27, 1976

Mr. Sylvester Nemes 
1082k- Hendricks 
Grown Point, Indiana
Dear Syl,

Thank you for your kind attention to my unusual 
request. I'm looking forward to a fruitful and 

productive upcoming fishing season.

I will be glad to inform you as to some of my 
results with the smaller size soft hackle flies.

Sincerely

SG/hg Solomon Gross, D.D.S


