
Splash 
into an Ocec 

of Fu
Collect Stampàl

n* Flower

7 /7 T  m  7 7 7 2 -

For U.S. addresses only





'j j ít í

3 ¿ p V z -  liPi
•m¿f ', f* W0 ¡



•pjz-r
& o x  144*
•6>TeAM6oAT , <̂ o

&oAlT\

V̂  Flower

*S"f U  •UfeH'E e>
V.&. 6 ® V

B e & E M A ^  , M T .

For U-S, addresses only





N)Al2- \̂  . \O0Hi '

L -,/

feU6<U?*EP î » A OH€bV£- FOP-
4  l
f 't 'L

P I
Fo|fib VtfOP. UEsa/

1hooY - SOFT HAC*4 -Ep iMlTATloU*»

t Ha u k s AAiAtU F op- Y o j p - v ^ r r TO

6 TSAM  6>o AT 

TO M EET

¿PPblU ^£... 

6 oM E O F

. A 4^  'HVtE 

YoO F- KlEW -

Yco'p-E FEAP'f 

STEAM fcoAT

PP-IEUP$ o U THE ¿»Peeu. F 1Y E F , 6 i»YE

A ¿/AU-
/

.. ... /
y s

|

a 3 |

* i

V-. . ^TBVI F fY
I B

Bo;K 1A<!L

f£6 o u . PAP-VA- Pk>Af?
•* I 46 TEAM &0AT ¿ f e d £¿3J[-- ;---

g>o4- T ]

■6 c>'?> /1 & r \ > (5 3

S i q - 2 7 o*1- 1
g -/]
S * |L :....]





ffleitA' &u/&Aer

S^aues' Q)no€'
&a&tcAester,N 9/. /

2/8/91

Dear Syl,
Thanks for sending the notice of your 
pre-publication offer on "Soft Hackled 
Fly Imitations". I'm enclosing my 
check for #22.95 to reserve a copy. 
Please inscribe it to me.
I'm also looking forward to receiving 
your soft hackle flies and I'm pleased 
that you liked my minnow flies.
Best regards,



T O M  F L A N A G A N  
2160 2oth Avenue 
Greeley, CO 80631
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W. Paul Furminger

38 Leeper Street 
St. Catharines 
Ontario, Canada 
L2S 2N2 687-9503
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• IMPORT-EXPORT 
DISTRIBUTORS 
FLY TYING MATERIALS 
TOOLS-TACKLE 
FEATHERS-FURS 
HOOKS-LEADERS

Edwin T. Story, Pres.

NArL F E A T H E R -C R A F T  C0 NC
Since 1955 Agents World Wide

Fly lying  Material & Tackle • W holesale-Retail 
P.O. Box 186

Florissant, MO 63032 U.S.A.
(314) 427-1707 • (314) 839-3922

HOUSE BRANDS 
TOP-FLY GEL 
F-C HEAD CEMENT 
FERRULE-WAXIT 
LAZER LINE SPEED 
CAN0Y-0UB

OFFICES, WAREHOUSE AND RETAIL STORE: FEATHER-CRAFT TROUT SHOP
9010 St. Charles Rock Road

______ ________ St. Louis, MO 63114 U .SA

SYLVESTER MMES 
PO BOX 3782 
BOZEMAN, MT 59772

OCTOBER 1 4, 1991

INVOICE #2

1. GEORGE QUITTNER GOLDEN, CO 80401
2. LEON COUIN WALLINGFORD, CT 06492
3. MARVIN WALKER SPRINGDALE, AR 72762
4. LARRY KIRVIN LOS ANGLES, CA 90049
5. JON GREENFIELD BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90210
6. VINCE GIGLIOTTI PUNXSUTAWNEY, PA 15767
7. JIM ROACHE SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO, CA 92675
8. FEATHER-CRAFT TROUT SHOP (GORDON PHILPOTT MD)
9. TONY CAGNO HERMITAGE, PA 16148

9 BOOKS x $18.77 = $168.93

1- FEATHER-CRAFT INVOICE #910702105 AMOUNT DUE' $70.50

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $98.43



• IMPORT-EXPORT 
DISTRIBUTORS 
FLY TYING MATERIALS 
TOOLS-TACKLE 
FEATHERS-FURS 
HOOKS-LEADERS

Edwin T. Story, Pres.

NATL F E A T H E R -C R A F T 'C0INC
Since 1955 Agents World Wide

Fly Tying Material & Tackle • W holesale-Retail 
P.O. Box 186

Florissant, MO 63032 U.S.A.
(314) 427-1707 • (314) 839-3922

 ̂ «̂•USE BRANDS 
TOP-FLY GEL 
F-C HEAD CEMENT 
FERRUtE-WAXIT 
LAZER LINE SPEED 
CANDY-DUB

OFFICES, WAREHOUSE AND RETAIL STORE: FEATHER-CRAFT TROUT SHOP
9010 St. Charles Rock Road 
St. Louis, MO 63114 U.SA

SYLVESTER NEMES OCTOBER 28, 1991
PO BOX 3782 
BOZEMAN, MT 59772

HI SYLVESTER,
THE BOOK IS DOING FANTASTIC.' IN FACT 1 THOUGHT IT WOULD BE EASIER TO MAIL THE NAMES CF 
THE BOOK ORDERS RATHER THAN GIVE THEM TO YOU OVER THE TELEPHONE. PLEASE FIND A CHECK 
ENCLOSED FOR THE FOLLOWING ORDERS.

INVOICE

BEST REGARDS,

1. AUGUST BECKER
RT 1 BLOOMINGDALE RD tf/“ / 
SARANAC LAKE, NY 12983 1

8. ANTHONY CHELZ 
337 N 14th ST 
MANHATTAN, KS 66502

I2. ROBERT MILLER 
27 SKY VIEW TERR 
BRISTOL, CT 06010

3. PATRICK BOLAND 
123 ROCKLAND AVE 
LARCHMONT, NY IO538

4. NOTEs PLEASE SEND MR. KENT 2-COPI 
PETER KENT
C/O THE ATLANTIC JOURNAL 
8th FLOOR EDITORIAL OFFICES 
72 MERRITTA ST 
ATLANTA, GA 30303

5. LLOYD TURNER 
1481 SASHABAW 
ORTONVILLE, MI 48462

6. DAVE ELLIS
1212 6th ST
TRAVERSE CITY, MI 49684

7. E. PAGE PRESTON 
804 LINKHORN DR 
VIRGINIA B EACH, VA 23451 I f

9-

10.

CLARK SHERIDAN 1/j 4 f
118^3 DARLINGTON ST #6 i * f f
los An g e l e s , ca 90049

JAMES VAN ROO 
209 MAIDEN LN 
ROCHESTER, NY l46l6
' & ■ «* S

TOTAL BOOKS SOLD 11 @ $18.77 = $206.47

U' S P ̂
'



• IMPORT«EXPORT NATL • HOUSE BRANDS 
TOP-FLY QELDISTRIBUTORS

FLY TYING MATERIALS Since 1955 Agents World Wide F C HEAD CEMENT 
FERRULE'WAXITTOOLS-TACKLE

FEATHERS-FURS
HOOKS-LEADERS

Fly Tying Material & Tackle • W holesale-Retail
P.O. Box 186

Florissant, MO 63032 U.S.A. 
(314) 427-1707 • (314) 839-3922

l a z e r  l in e  s p e e d

CANDY-DUB

Edwin T. Story, Pres. OFFICES, WAREHOUSE AND RETAIL STORE: FEATHER-CRAFT TROUT SHOP
9010 St. Charles Rock Road 
St. Louis, MO 63114 U .SA

SYLVESTER NEMES JANUARY 20, 1992
PO BOX 3782 
BOZEMAN, MT 59772
HI SYLVESTER,

PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED THE BOOK ORDERS FOR THIS WEEK WITH 
CHECK..... .

BEST n'Pf'iAwris

1. J. B . HARMON 
148 HOLMES AVE 
DARIAN, CT 06820

2. PAUL MCKISSICK 
6 BASS AVE 
LORIDA, FL 33857

3 .
507 4J RD
GILLETTE, WY 82716

GENTLEMAN REQUESTED A SAMPLE FLY....

4. CHRIS BRIDWELL 
4218 OAK KNOLL 
SPRINGFIELD, MO 65809

5. F. PERDREAUVILLE
3900 CALLE OLIVO NE 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87111

S  ^>oç>\Cf c h



• IMPORT-EXPORT 
DISTRIBUTORS 
FLY TYING MATERIALS 
TOOLS-TACKLE 
FEATHERS-FURS 
HOOKS-LEADERS

Edwin T. Story, Pres.

natL F E A T H E R -C R A F T 0
Since 1955 Agents World Wide

Fly Tying Material & Tackle §  W holesale-Retail 
P.O. Box 186

Florissant, MO 63032 U .S A  
(314) 427-1707 • (314) 839-3922

CO., INC. HOUSa BRANDS 
TOP-FLY GEL 
F-C HEAD CEMENT 
FERRULE-WAXIT 
LAZER LINE SPEED 
CANOY-DUB

OFFICES, WAREHOUSE AND RETAIL STORE: FEATHER-CRAFT TROUT SHOP
9010 St. Charles Rock Road

' St. Louis, MO 63114 U .SA

SYLVESTER NEMES NOVEMBER 20, 1991
PO BOX 3782 
BOZEMAN, MT 59772
HI SYLVESTER,

PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED A CHECK FOR THE FOLLOWING BOOK ORDERS 
HAVE A HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

BEST/jQEGARDS 
ROI

ilttCUÄKUi

1. KEVIN MCHUGH 
30-17 HAYWOOD AVE 
FAIRLAWN, Ni 07410

2. EDMUND SIKORSKI 
47 HILLHURST AVE 
TRENTON, NJ 08619

YOU HAVE ALREADY SENT OUT THIS ORDER

YOU HAVE ALREADY SENT OUT THIS ORDER/ 
THIS WAS THE 2ND DAY AIR.
FORGOT TO INCLUDE IN CHECK $5.00

THE FOLLOWING ARE NEW BOOK ORDERS.
3. JOHN PERUSEK 

612 N 12TH 
GUNNISON, CO 81230

4. MICHAEL CAPUA 
94 NORWICH CIR 
MEDFORD, MA 02155

5. FRED WETZEL 
2652 E 38TH ST

* TULSA, OK 74105
♦PLEASE SEND A QUANTITY OF 2 TO MR POLLACK* 
STEVE POLLACK 
5002 N FEDERAL HWY 
LIGHTHOUSE POINT, FL 33046

U

t G w 2 - '

TOTAL BOOKS SOLD = 7 @18.77 = $131.39 PLUS $5.00 CASH



Family Practice Associates, PC
935 Highland Blvd. • Suite 4000 
Bozeman, MT 59715-6902 
(406) 587-3133 
Fax (406) 586-9671

Dell Fuller, MD 
Thomas G. Hildner, MD 

Colette G. Kirchhoff, MD 
Luke Omohundro, MD 

Tracy Fairbanks, MD 
Cathy Waterman, MD

Board Certified in Family Practice
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Direct Mail Specialists
190 Morgan Farm Drive NE 

Atlanta • GA • 30342 
Tel 404-210-4507 
Fax 404-257-0147

08/29/07

< 7/ w /« 7
Mr Sylvester Nemes 
3200 Shooting Star Ln 
Bozeman, MT 59772

Dear Mr Nemes,

Enclosed is a check for one copy of Soft Hackled Fly Imitations, shipping costs for 
the book and 5 #14 Syl's Midges. I would also like to purchase a copy of your 2006 
book, Spinners. Please let me know how much that book is and I will send you another 
check.

I would appreciate it if you could sign your name in the book. Thanks very much.

Sincerely,

Geoff Frisch







Frederick S. Foxworthy 
752 Quince Orchard Blvd, 

. Apartment T-2 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
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6 1 7 7 Z .





Keith Frost
193 Superior Dr. # B
Campbell, CA 95008 14 JAN /

Sylvester Nemes 
P.0. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772
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Sylvester Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772 January 12th, 1992

Dear Mr. Nemes,
I have recently completed reading both the "Soft Hackled Fly" 

and "Soft Hackled Fly Imitations". I very much enjoyed both books 
and have found that you have been able to codify and put to print about 
a valuable weapon in fly fishing.

Prior to reading your books this winter, I had designed and 
successfully used flies similar to the ones outlined in your book.
I always thought of them more as a wet fly/ if the imitation I 
happened to tie was to be fished as a dead or drowning mature fly, 
or as an emerging fly halfway between nymph and hatched insect.

Some of the more succesfull immitations were merely a dubbed 
body of hares mask with matching tail and hackles of burnt orange 
from a golden pheasant, or olive from dyed hen neck, or dun colored 
also from dyed hen. I also fished black, brown and cream colors to 
lesser success. These flies ranged in sizes 14 to 20 and are fished 
in the same manner you described in fishing soft hackle flies. I was 
never quite sure if I was imitating a nymph emerging or an adult 
caught in the film, as I've taken trout feeding during specific hatches 
(mayflies* caddis', blue wing olives) and when there was no 
apparent hatches. Other succusful imitations I've fished are flies 
tied on different "bends" such as a caddis bend or swimming nymph bend
sold by Tiemco in sizes 12 thru 18. These would be tied with short
mallard tail and hackle and dubbed bodies of the various colors 
above often with a fine gold or silver ribbing. Sometimes I added a 
peacock herl thorax. These are also fished just below the surface 
as you would a soft hackle fly and have proven very effective.

So when I read your books, I was enthusiastic upon seeing that 
so much time had been spent on this important area of flyfishing 
that other writers seem to have been "dancin'1 around.

At any rate, I have tied a number of the flies you covered and
have had a chance to try a few on a river here in California named
the Stanislaus in the foothills of the Sierras. I did quite well 
with the waterhen bloa imitation only I substituted mallard dyed 
blue dun for the hackle and tied it a bit longer than you show. The 
rainbows loved it in either size 16 or 18. Another fly I did well 
with was the partridge and yellow with a fur thorax in size 14.Both 
flies were fished as you suggested and caught trout. The partridge 
and yellow also did very well in fast pocket water. I don't know 
how a rainbow managed to spot and take a fly moving that fast but 
he apparently was waiting just outside the fast, Whitewater and 
spotted it rushing by. It is amazing how quick they are.



page 2

Actually the real reason I'm writing is that I am trying to 
convince myself that I needn't carry around the massive number of 
flies that I normally do when I go out, and pare myself down to 
one set or "genre" of flies. May never happen. I do enjoy fishing 
with drys when they are feeding, and also fish nymphs quite often.
I suppose that if I carried less, I could squeeze in an extra sandwich 
and apple for lunch so I could stay out and fish longer. But, we all 
need a break during a day on the stream.

Keep up the good work, your area of reasearch is very important 
and I believe more of us will find how effective and much fun 
fishing soft hackle flies can be.

Sincerely,



ffleitA £¥u/&Aer 
öfflcu/ea Q)m>e' 

SastcAe&ter,J^ ̂ /. /

8/2 0 /9 0

Dear Syl,
It was great meeting you at Bud Lilly's 
this past June, I wish we could of had 
a little time on the river together.
I'm enclosing a couple of the Thunder 
Creek flies set up the way I do it for 
collectors. Take them out and give them , 
a try. If they don't work, I don't want ] 
to know, I would be pleased to have a 
couple of your flies to go with your 
two books, and I hope you will consider 
this a fair exchange.
When your new book is ready Syl, let me 
know, I just as soon purchase it direct I 
as through a book store. My wife and 
I will be in West Yellowstone for a 
couple of weeks in mid Sept, or a little 
later, I enjoy fishing the Madison 
for that fall run out of Hebgen.
Best regards,
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1 \. n L  lj

• A  t k  gUxJ
(̂J

16 :..
B 1  iJ
m4 . j k ..jA b d-^y^G^L<][ : <E > r . J Vtt

¿ .I  ¿ L e  j.._ j | ^ p L * w ^  .-¿^*juLr .\ovA»~.( ( e g ^

I O  j / N ^ g X L i ^  ^ ¿ W l C p t j

aJJ¿ b^CA-OL^^iy^.

Chréb  ̂ j (̂
jtSi-» A & (p Z  J h p t& J b  > U ¡ 

^ ! d^- -̂ /^Lfc^l ... j ^ e 4 ^ 1  d ^ ^ s f c v J  É  ^

L t4*j í . ->feS

rji  jj I f^ J i |¿h j.)o >m ^> iM >My£«4.(| .fí[CL*.|
ebb i^0<ví¿ íéxXy¿Cr̂ l ! ¿ ¿ L  JC-̂ J I P j

^ /K-Äßb^-ßi^L J^Q2 1 .
"COMPANY, ̂ EPffffTMENT, LOCATION

"Ti o .'*" Vo o  o^\ot ^Í4^)B tt4c|
■ c p V  --------  ' '

ile,: D « U <  w i a ^ C o t / e í T  *fe£ykft¥>______  ^ á ! T ^ m
ECt#u^» { u 30„4 c>««.1¿ ^Vo^'C *TV%Kfc*> • ye.)lou> ^ b  Ü ^ r r K v e o U

i í ^ ¥ ' f í y ^ P ^  ^  Éb3kE0riP|iM j section sheet
1 OF



•  IMPORT-EXPORT 
DISTRIBUTORS 
FLY TYING MATERIALS 
TOOLS-TACKLE 
FEATHERS-FURS 
HOOKS-LEADERS

Edwin T. Story, Pres.

F E A T H E R -C R A F T ™
Since 1955 Agents World Wide

Fly Tying Material & Tackle • Wholesale-Retail 
P. O. Box 19904 

St. Louis, MO 63144 U.S.A.
(314) 963-7876 • Fax (314) 963-7876

•  HOUSE BRAND 
TRADEMARKS 
TOP-FLY GEL 
FERRULE-WAXIT 
LA2ER LINE SPEED 
FEATHER-CRAFT

OFFICES, WAREHOUSE AND RETAIL STORE: FEATHER-CRAFT Fly Fishing 
SHIPPING AND RECEIVING: 8307 MANCHESTER ROAD

ST. LOUIS, MO 63144 U.S.A.
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58 Fly Fisherman
CLASSIFIED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

August 18, 1995

Account ID: 1012982 
Ad ID: 14415

Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

Dear Syl:
Thank you for your classified advertising of 20 words to appear in 
Fly Fisherman, for 1 insertion, February '96, under the heading of 
BOOKS/MAGAZINES $
A copy of your ad appears below for your review and approval. If changes 
are necessary, please call 717-540-6792 prior to October 17, 1995. If 
unnotified, publisher is not responsible for misinterpretation of 
handwriting, changes, additions, deletions, or errors.

HOT off the press! "SPINNERS" Syl Nemes' book on adult mayflies!
$35.95 signed, ppd. Nemes, Box 3782, Bozeman, MT
59772.

Payment received 8/18/95, Check #2607...... > ......... . $94.00
Ad Cost. . ............ . ........................ .......... . $94.00
Amount Applied To This A d ......................... ..... ........ $94.00

Classified Advertising Department 
P.O. Box 8200 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8200

Phone: 717-540-6792 
FAX: 717-657-9552
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28 Çdarch, 1995
Mr. Sylvester Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

Mr. Nemes;

I appreciated your note regarding the possible inclusion of Soft Hackled Fly Imitations in our next 
Countrysport catalogue. If you would please send us a review copy of the hàrd-cbver book, we will 
include it in our product reviews for the next catalogue.

I h'ave found your writings very interesting, and incorporate some of the techniques you discuss in 
my everyday fishing. Hope the season is off to a fine start in Bozeman! ~

Respectfully,

Charles C Fry, President 
Countrysport, Inc.

CCF/gz



MANUFACTURERS OF

CHENILLES, FLOSS AND THREADS 
P.O. Box 1000 — Rt. 111A 

DANVILLE, N E W  HAMP S H I R E  03819

003-382-5553

November 3, 1993
Sylvester Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772
RE: Color Cards
Dear Mr. Nemes:
Enclosed you will find color cards for our Flymaster 
thread as requested by Ken at Umpqua Feather Merchant 
If you need to see anything else, please feel free to 
contact us.
Sincerely,

Laura A. Farley 
Secretary

Enc. /■ r
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Syl and Hazel Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772
Dear Syl and Hazel,
It was such a pleasant surprise to see you both. Chris and I 
really enjoyed your company and we can’t thank you enough for 
bringing such a wonderful lunch. I would suspect that many an­
glers have shared pleasant memories in the "Fisherman’s Hut" and 
we are happy to have one for keeping.
We had good fishing over on the Big Horn and am happy to report 
that the small soft hackle performed beyond expectations. First, 
it took fish in a smooth glides where browns were reluctant to 
come to the surface to take imitations of the midges on top.
Then, it came through again in the slack water at the edge of a 
riffle where many browns were surface feeding, but again, ignored 
my offerings on top. After more than a half dozen trout, the fly 
finally expired in a hail of glory when one of the ostrich herls 
came undone. In its passing I became a believer. All I have to 
do now is to find some tiny soft hackles to tie some more. I’ll 
always carry them from now on.
I do think we will makê , trip into your area this summer and If we 
do, we will certainly call ahead to see if you are free. I think 
we will be filming for the tv show on that trip and maybe you 
could help me give the soft hackle some more exposure. Thanks 
again.

----------------------- 1-------------------
Outdoor Productions - photos, articles, brochures, clinics, presentations



Orvis
S l a t e  R u n , PA 1 7 7 6 9

Wolf«’» General Store 
Slate Hun Tackle Sko|>

PHONE 7 1 7 - 7 5 3 - 8 5 5 1

APRIL 6,1991 
SYLVESTER NEMES 
P.O.BOX 3782 
BOSEMAN,MT.59772

DEAR SYLVESTER:
HERE ARESOME OF NICK NICKLAS'SOFT HACKLE PATTERNS 

THAT WE USE HERE IN NORTH CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA.gOOD 
LUCK WITH YOUR NEW BOOK!

THOMAS W.FINKBINER
7 ^

$f I
M



<Sastc/ester-,JV?9/.

7/8/91

Dear Syl,
Received your new book some time ago, 
have read and enjoyed it. Nice job.
But I still haven't received the flies 
you promised to send in exchange for 
the ones I sent you way back in August 
1990» How about it, am I going to 
get them or not? g> . _-—



Brett French
Outdoor Writer

(406) 657-1387
4 0 1 N . Broadway> Billings, M T  59101 
(800) 543-2505 • Fax: (406) 657-1208 

e-mail: french@billingsgazette.com

mailto:french@billingsgazette.com
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2  p ie c e  (a ll  le n g th s )

2 - 3 ,  3 - 4 ,  4 - 5 ,  5 - 6

m e d iu m  re c o v e ry , p a ra m e tr ic  p ro f i  Ie 
b lu n t - n o s e d  c ig a r  (L e o n a rd  s ty le )

h a lf  w e l ls  ( Y o u n g )
^^■eaf H | I . H ^ ^ ™  ¡ckH B i S  

c o rk ,  fo r  th e  b e s t s e a t in g  o f  r in g s  
l i f c k e B B ^ S n d  s l id in g  r in g , c le a r  o r  o x id iz e d  b la c k , 

alumjn;̂ R̂H)cking
(s k e le to n  s e a t)

a s p e c ia l l ig h tw e ig h t  a lu m in u m - o x id e  t ip - to p  «iB,, swB H
d a rk  s S e ^ g B i m a t ^ B i ^ B

^ W fm e jf fSgreen inH wraps 
Jol g l S r B g ^ g g ^ ® ie ‘-g u a ^^^SllilB»

5 Grips are sized to the owner’s hand, based upon 
a hand tracing or personal visit; seats are sized 

to the specific reel used with the rod. All rods are 
inscribed with the owner’s name and the rod number. %

6 Also available: matched outfits, including a Lamson 
Lightweight reel, Fenwick weight forward lin^H 

Gudebrod backing, and a Beartooth braided leader.

7 A  color brochure on the new Glastech Rods will 
be available soon.

8H I  welcome your calls and questions about the new Glastech Rods. If you’re searching for a particular 
rod in the Glastech range of lengths, we can discuss 
your interests and requirements to make just the right 
rod for you— the one you’yejbeen dreaming of.

9 Sincere thanks for your interest in Glastech Rods.
I look forward to working with you on the design 

of your next fly rod.
— Dennfk Franke

T f  you’re fascinated, like m e  and Arnold and others, 
I with fishing the short rod, or just prefer the softer 
JLtouch of glass, then I know you’ll be excited about 
the new Glastech Rods. With the gracious help of 
master rod designer Russ Peak, I’m  applying the new 
glass fiber technology to the best cutting patterns and 
tapers of the past, making adjustments and trying new 
ideas. You could say, Glastech Rods are a “return to 
the future,” a new future for the glass fiber fly rod.

1 Glastech Rods are designed for trout streams 
like the upper AuSable in Michigan, the Kickapoo 

in Wisconsin, the Delores in Colorado or the Provo in 
Utah, Penns Creek pr the Juniata in Pennsylvania, and 
the spring creeks wherever they’re found. These kinds 
of streams are the domain of the short fly rod, where 
20 to 50 foot casts catch 90% of the trout; and that’s the 
distance Glastech Rods are designed to cast with a 2, 3, 
or 4 weight line— -delicately, accurately, and efficiently.

2 Glastech Rods are designed to avoid the problems 
of the short graphite rod and the expense of 

bamboo, while offering the best of both m o d e m  tech­
nology and time-honored tradition. That means the 
appropriate modulus glass fiber rather than graphite, 
glass durability rather than cane fragility) urethane 
coatings rather than epoxy ghigiquality engraved 
hardware, and hand inscriptions.

3 Glastech Rods in the 71 jjj to 8'0" range offer a
distinct alternative to the “stiff and fast” graphitic 

fly rod. As one customer said, “The soft touch and 
slower speed of glass forces you to slow down and 
think about what you’re doing.” Longer glass rods 
are also ideal for both w o m e n  and children, who 
welcome the smooth tempo of the glass casting 
stroke. And longer glass rods weigh no more than 
comparable graphite: a typical Glastech 8 foot #5 
rod weighs only 2-3/4 ounceá^

4 Glastech Rods are available to you on an indi­
vidual order basis with the options listed below. 

Each rod is made one at a time, exactly to your 
specifications, here in m y  workshop in Wisconsin.

B ines
action

IlNR

Glastech Rods
236 Buechner Drivé • Mt. Horeb, WU53572 
608-437-8461

•GI—A S T E C H “
f in e  g la s s  f ib e r  f ly  ro d s



“extends” less out onto the water, the challenge 
for on-water line control is one of searching out 
alternative approaches and casting positions for 
better drag-free floats and longer drifts, concerns 
forcing you to think in creative ways.

The short rod “magnifies” your casting errors less 
than a long one. For a comparable stroke there’s less 
tip travel, less time for the error to develop. The 
short rod offers better accuracy on streams and 
in situations where this is a premium; for example, 
on small streams where feeding and holding lies are 
reduced in size, or on spring creeks where trout set 
up in prime hatching channels and w on’t budge two 
inches for a wayward fly. Yet, the short rod wo n ’t 
give as much distance for the same stroke with a 
longer lever, it w on’t “magnify” as much. Distance 
with the short rod means a snappy, straight-path 
casting stroke, along with shooting and hauling 
line— essential new skills to learn.

And finally, it’s the fun of playing and landing 
the trout that qualifies the short rod as one of the 
great tools invented by man. The short rod transmits 
vibrational energy better, so you have better c o m m u ­
nication with the trout. She seems to pull harder, and 
yet, the shorter lever gives you greater control. The 
pure sensation of the trout’s pulsing vibrations up the 
fly line and into the hand gives a thrill like no other 
stream fishing experience: it’s the kind of high that 
keeps the short rod man choosing his little rods even 
where the longer rod might perform easier. Writing 
about his fascination with the little rods, Arnold 
Gingrich summed it up best: fishing the short fly rod 
is simply “the most fun you can have standing up.”

the short fly rod were set aside. And now, to com­
pound the problem, the wrong material continues 
in use for the short fly rods that are available.

character. One glass rod designer offered 14 models 
from 5' to 619" for anglers wanting the,“accurate” 
and “delicate” presentations of the 3 and 4 lines.
Y K  only five years later in 1&81 psglthan 25 short 
rods were made. And today things are about the 
same, but now the popular lightline rods are longer—  
7'6" to 9'0"— and short fly rods under 7 fef| are 
rarely seen on trout streams.

What prompted these changes between 1976 
and today? Were the longer, graphite rods more 
‘Efficient,” “accurate,” and “delicate” than the shorter 
bamboo and glass rods? Was there simply a success­
ful marketing strategy afoot that got everyone 
hooked on the longer graphite rods? W h y  do we 
see so few short graphite fly rods?

The honest answer is: graphite entered the rod- 
making industry and allowed the design of fly rods 
longer, lighter, and more powerful than anything 
possible in bamboo or glass. Lightline models 
eventually hit the market and they too were longer. 
But, graphite’s traits precluded making short fly rods 
capable of casting the light 2J 3, and 4 lines.
. At the same time, writers Leonard Wright, . ; 

JoeBimphreys, and Lefty Kreh, thrilled with the 
new longer rods, criticized short ones for not 
satisfying their style of trouting (longer casts and 
better on-water line control). In their articles the 
short rod came off as a mere toy. Other writers, 
like Arnold Gingrich, Lee Wulff, Doug Swisher,
Carl Richards, and Ed Shenk kept the short rod 
alive, touting its virtues of aerial line control and 
casting accuracy, and always reminding us it was 
just plain fun fishing one.

PROBLEMS WITH THE 
SHORT GRAPHITE FLY ROD
jfjpii iven graphite’s stiffness, designing an 
jjj efficient, easy casting, short fly rod requires 
.'dm' a drastic reduction in present tip diameters. 

Scaling down from say a standard M/64ths tip like 
that found on a 7’9" lightline rod, to a smaller 2.5 or 
j|64ths tip for a 5'6" to 6'9" rod results in extremely 
fragile tips more prone to breakage. Graphite manu­
facturers aren’t willing to do this, or can’t, because of 
fiber constraints. Also, the finer tipped steel mandrels 
needed in forming such shafts would more easily 
suffer wear and tear, resulting in dips and twists in 
the fragile tips of the finished blanks.

Present design strategy maintains standard tip 
diameters (3;® or 4/64ths) and establishes a faster or 
slower taper from there. Tapering a faster rate over 
the shorter shaft produces a fast-tipped, stiff-butted 
rod with too much power to cast the light lines 
(a 5 usually works better). The normal casting tempo 
for average loop definition is extremely fast, and 
not even the very best casters can keep up, for long. 
The lightning fast recovery cycle is just too wasteful 
of the angler’s energy, making these rods inefficient.

Designing for a larger, less damageable rod tip 
and tapering slower to a smaller butt diameter, results 
in the other common problem with short graphite 
rods: a stiff tipped, soft butted rod with a parabola 
flex profile (in the geometrical, not rodmaking sense 
of the term). And the deficits of such rods are notori­
ous: lowered vertical line levels, insufficient butt 
power for pressuring larger trout, and wind-resistant, 
inaccurate wide loops. Tighter loops are impossible 
(when desired), because the lower limit of every loop 
is set by the low tip position within the rod’s extreme 
full flexing arc. The relatively thick tip simply drives 
the flex too far into the butt.

Whatever way you turn, you’re just exerting too 
much effort with these rods to get even a mediocre 
showing from them. A  properly designed glass or£v 
cane rod will cast itself, smoothly, with tight loops 
if you want them, and no sine waves.

In other words— efficiently.

THE SHORT GLASS FLY ROD
he fly rod is a tool designed for casting a flyaB 

■  controlling the line, detecting the take, setting 
St the hook, and playing and landing the fish. 

These are a fly rod’s basic functions. But selecting 
a rod involves more than its just performing a job. 
Each of us is after a certain kind of fishing experi­
ence. Streams, seasons, and personal tastes vary, 
and so do fly rod lengths, actions and materials. 
Together these provide us with the raw material for 
fashioning that unique, special fly fishing experience.

Given these criteria, what is the domain of the 
short lightline glass fly rod? What are its virtues?
Its limitations? W h y  choose it rather than the new, 
longer lightline graphite rods?

These are some of the questions I asked myself 
years ago and a m  now answering with Glastech 
Rods. I can’t prove here that short fly rods 5 to 7 feet 
have a niche all their own and perform the basic rod 
functions well, or that glass is the best material for 
them. I can, though, briefly note the features of the 
short fly rod— how it can add a whole new dimension 
to your trout fishing— and hope this makes sense 
to you and coincides with what you want in a trout 
fishing experience.

The fly rod extends, duplicates, and magnifies 
hand movement. This basic concept explains not 
only some of the short rod’s positive features, but 
its technical challenges as well.

The short fly rod “extends” less into the air and 
thereby gives superior aerial line control, allowing 
clearance of overhead foliage.. Casts are finished off 
closer to the water, resulting in less “divebombing” 
of the fly and more delicate presentations. On small 
creeks, canting the rod off vertical (casting sidearm) 
keeps you away from the opposite bank and out of 
trouble; and it’s obvious that a less “extended” rod 
waving around scares less trout. But since it

THE SHORT GRAPHITE FLY ROD

C  i * * * > " "  ¡ * * a * * » * " « « “ * *l J author vnvit |PJB! ̂
y  upp9iVULjabhj jij Michigan am! rhc spring 

creaks. .Aixt best irleudc u/irh tue mmali rod*;. T u b  
iypb o i angling jh o x l accurate, delicate
caaclag v/lth a light line...rode 5'6,f io 6r6,f are more 
eiilduud for tiiln land of ilahiug.

£j> dun time rodrnakem La the (Lured Utateo 
and Great Britain offered 79 IJy jo do Horn &x to 649“ 
hidden rule /mgleroi-d'l'iViA Line V/elghi Recoin- 
mendadona for Fly R odu“ i976> Fort>r//o v/ere 
iighiiiue model j jo unique rhaf nan ten like "midge" 
and Glen" v/ere corned, hunting at their ope dal

W J p h e  very attributes of graphite making it so 
¡j perfect for longer rods— its fiber stiffness and 
M  speed of recovery— create problems for suc­

cessfully working out the complex tapers and pat­
terns for an efficient, easy casting fly rod in the 5' to 
7' range. (The same applies to true ultralight spinning 
rods.) And even though there are short graphite rods 
6'6"-7' that will cast a 3 line, the results are not com­
parable to the standards set in the custom glass rods 
offered by Neumann, Cummings, and Peak in the 
70’s: Unfortunately, when graphite replaced glass 
because of its wider range of application, the baby 
was thrown out with the bath water— both glass and ¡¡tinted on recycled paper
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March 29, 1995

Syl Nemes ■ ; ^
32Q0 Shooting Star Lane 
Bozeman, MT 59715

Syl, '

After all these years of having got hooked on soft hackles by you, I think it's about 
time I write you. Y

You rnay rememberfne kthe guy behind the counter a t The Fisherman's Fly 
Shoppe in Evanston, Illinois, who you haggled with over fishing gear back in the 
late 70's (see picture on last page of catalog - 1 had a full head of red hair then, . 
the barre now hides very little.) Back then at the time of your first book, we sold 
quite a few copies, along with lightboxes made by you. And if memory serves me 
right, I sold you my last glass rod, a Swisher/Berkeley Stream Specialist 7'6" #5-6.

I've stayed in the fishing business since then, manufacturing a pedestal, parallel 
clamp vise called the Troutfitters Vise (with some help from Doug Swisher) and 

. then running the fly fishing department and the Orvis Midwest Fly Fishing Schools at 
the Chicago corporate store, 1986-1990. Glastech Rods, only now starting to 
click, was a project 4 years ia the get going. The cata log can fill you in on the 
details. ' .

The reason for writing Is that I feel somewhat guilty for having been started in this 
soft hackle thing by you, but never having thanked you for the introduction, tit 
was a delayed reaction though. Back then in the 70's when you proselytized their 
merits, I. was immersed in the books of your cpntemporaries, Swisher-Richards.
The simplicity and effectiveness of the soft hackles only hit me years later. About 
the same time I gave up on graphite, switched back to cane temporarily, and 
then back to glass - as a backlash to the high-tech, yuppy angling era of the mid 
80's. I quess I was searching for "a kinder, more gentle" approach to my trout 
fishing. ■ " • ’

And then I met a fella up near LaCrosse, Wisconsin, who fished with only 4 flies: a 
Brown Hackle Peacock, a Grizzly Hackle Peacock, and battered, no-hackle 
(caddis case looking) versions of each. On Timber Coulee and the other 
LaCrosse area spring creeks he was, and is, just deadly. And he has a .whole old- 
timey system of fishing them. Lightning fast hand-twist and all.

What I really found interesting was that he and his father never heard of you. or 
Leisenring. They just cam e upon some cheap store-bought flies once, used them, 
found out they work, and kept using, and then tying them for their.local fishing in 
Timber Coulee and its branches (Rullands Coulee, Bohemian Valley,

Glastech Rods Dennis Franke 236 Buechner Drive Mt. Horeb, H  53572 608-437r8461



Nemes/Franke  ̂ page  2

Spring Coulee, and Berge Coulee Creeks). Since this is the largest spring creek 
drainage in Wisconsin, if not the entire country, that added some icing to this 
interesting cake,

To make a tong story shorter, I resurrected your book, bought used copies of 
Leisenring and the Sports Illustrated book by Hidey, and haven't looked back yet, 
And of course, I've added your other two books to the kit bag tod (I always carry 
them along op fishing trips for lunchtime dessert).

Other stories could be told. Dennis Graupe is the guy up near Lacrosse, at Coon 
Valley. I learned alot from him that I haven't read anywhere. I've caught many a 
tough trout with flies and tactics from your books. And I've devised some 
interesting soft hackle patterns of my own for our Wisconsin spring creeks. You 
know them: Black Earth, Mt. Vernon, the Big Green, Castle Rock, et. al. I hope you 
did fish them before leaving the Midwest. I know you were partial to Michigan 
trout water.

If you wish to correspond, I'll leave with a question: Any thoughts about what rods 
work best, or better, for soft hackles? Do you have some personal preferences? 
Are there any "abjective" standards that can be applied in this area? And what 
about lines ? (j like lines as much as I do rods,) Do you still use silk? What about the 
Triangle Taper?..... " ' ■ \

I, of course, have an educated bias on the subject of rods. Maybe you would like 
to share a  thought or two on the subject? If so, I'll be sitting up here on Black Earth 
Creek waiting for a letter from Mr. Soft Hackle. If not, then at least I've said a long 
overdue thanks, and you can be off to put another peacock plume in your fishing
hat. H I I ; | . mm H H  H I H H H H I IH  H

Very Best Regards,

P.S. Past customer/friend, Dean Yannias, gave me your address.

Glastech Rods Dermis Franke 236 Buechner Drive Mt. Horeb, Wi 53572 608*437-8467



Peter Frailey 
187 Tophet Rd. 

Carlisle, M A  01741
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Field & Stream 
Two Park Avenue 
New York. NY 10016-5695
12121 779-5000

January 17, 1994

Sylvester Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

Dear Syl:
I've received your letter questioning the payment for 
The Soft Hackled Swing. The editor intends to use The 
Soft Hackled Swing as a partial page feature, the pay 
for which is $300.
I hope this is acceptable to you. If not, please let me 
know.

Yours truly,

Slaton White

■ Times Mirror 
id Magazines
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DONALD M. FEIGLEY. JR.. D.D.S
141 SOUTH TENTH STREET  

QUAKERTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 18951
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ALAN R. FRIED. M. D.
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SATELLITE
CONNECTIONS

OOï

HOME SATELLITE T.V. SYSTEMS

515 3rd Ave.
Longmont, CO 80501

Bus: (303) 772-1166 
Home: (303) 785-6278

KEITH B. FARRIS 
OWNER
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L A N D  S U R V E Y O R S  6c P L A N N E R S  

960  E a s t  No r th w est  H ighw ay 
Mo u n t  Pr o s pec t , Illin o is  60056

PHONE: (312) 2 5 5-40 90

January 11/ 1982
Mr. Sylvester Nemes 
901 South Plymouth Court 
Chicago/ Illinois 60605
Dear Mr. Nemes,
Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $ 19.45 
for an autographed copy of "The Soft-Hackled Ply Addict." 
During my teen years in the early 1940's, I used to meet 
Jim Leisenring fishing the Little Lehigh in Eastern Penn­
sylvania.
After no-fishing years through the 50*s and 60's, I reintro- 
ced myself to fly fishing and tying.
I enjoyed your initial hook very much and tied several dozen 
soft-hackles last winter. Late May in 1981, during a four- 
day trip to Marinette, Forest and Florence Counties in 
Wisconsin, I brought to net and released over 100 brookies 
and browns, all taken on soft-hackles.
Looking forward to reading your new book.

Bob Frederick
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CODY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
DISTRICT 6 PARK COUNTY

919 CODY AVENUE 

CODY, WYOMING 82414

October 26. 1990

Mr. Syl Nemes 
P. O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, Montana 59772
Dear Mr. Nernes:
Enclosed is my check in the amount of $20.00. Please send 
me a copy of your book, The Soft-Hackled Flv. as advertised 
in the July/October issue of "Fly Rod & reel.
I would appreciate receiving the book as soon as possible.

30 Niblick Club 
Cody, WY 82414




