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March 29, 1991

Mr. C. R. Crossno 
3445 W. Warren Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 80219

Mr. Syl Neiries 
P. O. Box 3782 
Bozeman,Montana 59772

Dear Sir:
I would like to order an autographed copy of the book Soft- 

Hackled Fly Imitations. Enclosed is a $24.95 check for the pre­publication offer. Thank you.

Very truly yours,

C. R. Crossno



George H. Crane Jr., D.D.S.
1431 Blanchan Avenue 

LaGrange Park, Illinois 60525
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George H. Crane Jr., D.D.S.
1431 Blandían Avenue 

LaGrange Park, Illinois 60525
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Kenneth A .C ro w ,MD 
1500 S .W . 12th Avenue 
A lb any , Oregon 97321
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Oĵ  I i i  t , ;
JU z &  ¿. y-o ír^ r  V

1 ^ s h - <̂}
^  /s '  ̂

¿ l|fc  ^  '<Ñ0 Wmñ W f^ ' 
¡u ^  J  * • *  &  / y * y

S^ Ü -ST¿/(^  /
// r * L A  /r^r ^ S ^ A O  At- ß ^ c ^ 4 ,

t



72mm CM9AXW f
PLENGE, THOMAS & GUNNING SECURITIES, INC.

B o v s m a h . M T  

5177 Z





f u S A t S 5 f M 0  R i Z  A  M S * /  
ß o o i < W H S m  A v A i l A  £ c i S . 2 2 » ^  £ V c u > ^ / j

Ä A L f e  r< >  f  7 ~ £ A X y  M  C H A R T / * *
éffó Jt, La  To o -A &R

7 e / » r * ./ 9 Z  ? S 2 t 2
J h A a/ K S



PACIFIC DATA GROUP, INC.
8196 SW HALL BLVD. • SUITE 217 • BEAVERTON, OR 97005

Syl Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772



Enclosed is $ 45.90 for two copies of your book Soft-hackled Fly Imitations. Please send them 
to:

Jim Chastain 
13730 SW Berthold 
Beaverton, OR 97005

Thank you.
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245MAIN ST^SET 
P.O.BOX 41 
HAMPTON, CT 06247 

(203) 455-0596
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BOB CHAPLIN
Polaroids &

Mixed Media Works
February 21st-M arch 11th

Opening Reception : 
Tuesday, February 21st 

6-8 pm

55 Mercer Gallery
55 Mercer St., NYC 10013 (212) 226-8513 

hours: tuesday-saturday 10 am-6 pm
Kaatfilskill Clove t o n e  La n |m |h e  Sky- ^
Catskills, N.Y. Polacolor II photograph, 20"x24.Hl988

245 MAIN STREET 
P.O, BOX 41, ROUT ' 

HAMPTON, CT 06247 
(203) 455-0596
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Mr. & Mrs. William Caubet, Jr.
283 Crestwood Drive 
Milltown, NJ 08850
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S E N D  W H I T E  & P I N K  C O P I E S  I N T A C T .  W H I T E  C O P Y  W I L L  B E  R E T U R N E D  W I T H  R E P L Y .

DATE SIGNED

S E N D  P A R T S  1 AN D 3  I N T A C T - P A R T  1 W I L L  B E  R E T U R N E D  W I T H  R E P L Y

RM-858-3
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Mr. Antonio Castro 
13426 California Av 

Blue Island IL 60406
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MR. SIDNEY S. CASTLE 
3 Abeel Drive 

CatskilL N. Y. 12414
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MR. SIDNEY S. CASTLE 
3 Abeel Drive 

CatskilL N. Y. 12414
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j> v*C -p uk /* Cfî Tiú k) p y t c€ .
X  tt>» vUÍ l ) U 0X ” S I j  s* <¿0

/j ..Jj.i/f «r-J? /» J«yf h » ^ k h  l> f̂ f -

^  *“ • K **k ' ' J

C ^ A O .  x-f &•' -i e*r>", X  4*-i '9<æ >

¿•¿líT* W P j ||| "•« (<~'“' •
2  ¿V-,// » <u~{ i< •*• ^ ' rj ^

M  ̂  r -  M | |
*, T  ^  j * ^

/». | | i j j j  i^c'-Jr«)' Ú ^ /"'f '
~x B f l  (>«<" j f p |p | | |  -f"" *<>• J r  j f ^ * -

ki.r-i M “J ’T")"-'; (f1 ^  Cl^
frtfrzA<£> «  g p i  ' t ,u  l" l!’'’ 's'

u;W r.
W Ê i 1  7‘V  | l l t j |  H  R S





The Barton Group, in.
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WORLD-WIDE ANGLING



Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

February 1, 1991

Dear friend of the Soft Hackle:

You may have heard I have been working on a new book on soft 
hackles since my retirement here in Bozeman, Mt. Now, after 
three years testing new patterns and one year writing, SOFT 
HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be published sometime 
in April by me and my wife, Hazel.

This is the most advanced and perhaps the most enlightening 
of the three books I've written on the soft-hackled fly because 
each pattern was designed to be used during the rise of certain 
trout insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, four baetis, 
two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, mother's day caddis, 
mahogany dun, rusty spinner, and freshwater shrimp. There are 
also six soft-hackled patterns for eastern waters designed by a 
good friend of mine who fishes in the Catskills most of the year. 
If I've left out your favorite hatch, there is a chapter on 
designing your own soft hackles to help you match the hatches in 
your own backyard.

All of the new imitations are as easy to tie as any soft 
hackle, still basically a two part fly of body and bird or hen 
hackle. You will see all of the flies in color, photographed, as 
well as painted by James Marc, fine artist from California who 
also happens to be an avid fly fisherman. Included are all of 
the new dressings and tyinaaja4-fTSTi i ng i nstrtrcti-otLS on most of 
the great trout water ii>-M§ntana and Idaho.

SOFT-HACKLED PCY IMITATIONS also has an introduction by 
Hughes, himself y\proponent of the soft-hackled fly.

îve

The 6 x 9  ifnch, 120 page book is bound in fine sail cloth 
and will retail[for $27.95. I'm writing you with a pre-publication' 
offer of $22.95\ppd. This means you will be first in the country 
to receive your first edition copy, autographed by me, long before 
the book a p p e a r s V n  stores and fly shops, if you send your payment.

Thanks for y o u X o r e v i o u s  purchases, phone calls and 
Now, there is quite a X ^ r m y  of followers and believers icuttte 
soft-ficrelcLgd fly.

Sincerely,

i 7 7  c-P-we. ç . T '

m



J a m e s  E. C a r r , P.C.
ATTO RN EY AT LAW 

521 LA K E  ST.
P.O. BOX 8 4 9

CA D ILLA C, MICHIGAN 4 9 6 0 1

Mr. Sylvester Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, Montana 59772

1il11 flitt fli§ tllit it * tltII111f t



MAILING A D D RESS  
P.O. BOX 8 4 9

J A M E S  E. CARR, P.C.
A TTO RN EY AT LAW  

521 LA KE ST.
CADILLAC, MICHIGAN 49601 t e l e p h o n e  6 16 -7 7 5 -8 5 3 1

April 2, 1991

Mr. Sylvester Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, Montana 59772
Dear Sly:
Enclosed please find my check for $24.95 for your new book.
I already figured out that the larger imitations of the actual 
insect are the way they ought to go.

H mI don't know about the'effective on the swing except that I'm 
mending up river. I'm sure the "surer deeper" hooking is 
directly related to the type of hook and the upstream mending.
Thanks for the note on your card. I'm putting it behind my desk 
next to Johnny Voker's signed testament of a fisherman.
If you could put something appropriate along with your signature,
I would appreciate it. Hope to see you at the Barns Holes or on 
the road by the Firehole between July 17th and August 3rd.
I'm also going to try your flies, floating the yellowstone, and in 
the second meadow of Slough Creek.
Keep up the good work.
Yq&ts truly,

yoIMCARR
/ Attorney at Law

JEC/jh 
Enc.



N. CARPENTER 
19 DEVONWOOD 

SAN ANTONIO, TX 78257
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78257CRPQ190V00 PF N A CARPENTER
19 OEVONWOOD 
SAN ANTONIO TX 78257
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Ĉ -OÂ Ĉ  '/L€*æJ!
&sh\

<£&%** 
sûJ(j>t4A.
¿La*jt&ÏZàjL>4<̂  é̂dtc
xT.

5
f̂t-&oÿzÊl JçA* /&*-&* 

\h—4—Ci (lAJLÂ LsrZlLeĴ ^
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CALVIN CHIN
1520 TAYLOR ST #404
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133
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THOMAS H. CLARK
1308 W WASHINGTON 

JACKSON, MICHIGAN 49203
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(517) 782-0491 - Days (517) 783-1515 - Eves

DICKERSON

EDWARDS

EDWARDS

EDWARDS

GARRISON

GILLUM

GRANGER

HANSON

HANSON

HARDY

THOMAS H. CLARK
Collector of Fine Cane Rods and Angling Equipment

1308 W. WASHINGTON 
JACKSON, MICHIGAN 49203

EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 1 9 9 2

9ft2pc2tip - Line 8. Model 9016. My favorite BIG FISH rod. 
Easy casting with enough bamboo in the tip to handle big 
fish and the Hies that catch them. Good original rod. $900.

7ft2pc2tip - Line 4. Model 41 QUADRATE. Refinished by Leon 
Hanson and unfished since. Unusual in this length. $950

8ft2pc2tip - Line 6. Refinished as above. One tip is one inch 
short, the other ridiculous. $275.

8ft6in2pc2tip - Line 5-6. Model 50 QUADRATE. Comes with 
Leather Case. Refinished to Mint. $750.

7ft2pc3tip - Line 4. Model 202E. Ser. #P-7-7 built in 1972. 
One tip is approx 3/8 Short, third is a perfect replacement and 
could only have been built by HBC. Rod is shown on p. 171 of 
the Carmichael/Garrison book MASTERS GUIDE TO ROD 
BUILDING. Rod is nearly perfect, complete with ferrule plug, 
bag and lube. $6000.

9ft2pc2tip - Line 7. I've used this rod as a Light Salmon Rod, 
and can report that it is a great tool. Casts extremely well and 
has enough "Wood" to handle fish. No Stamp on reelseat, in 
superb condition. $2200.

8ft6in - Line 6. An original GOODWIN. Varnish is crazed.
All Sections full length. $225.

8ft2pc2tip - Line 6. Fast Dry Fly Action by one of the country's 
premiere Hand Planers. $850.

8ft6in2pc2tip - Line 7. A real casting machine and Steelheaders 
dream. NEW. $800.

6fll0in2pdtip 3oz. Rod. Orig bag, tag, tube. $325.

BUY SELL TRADE



KIJSTÏN

LEONARD

LEONARD

ORVIS

PAYNE

PAYNE

POWELL

WINSTON

YOUNG

ORVIS

PEAK

7ft2pc2tip - Line 5. This rod is NODELESS...the ULTIMATE 
in the rodmaker's art. $2500.

8ft3pc2tip - Line 5. SPECIAL HUNT. Featuring intermediate 
wraps and dark cane. This rod is the epitome of the so-called 
Maxwell Era. $2800.

8ft3pc2tip - Line 4. Model 50L. A fantastic lightline model. 
Mine gets a lot of use with small flies and fine tippets.

7ft6in2pc2lip - Line 6. 125 Anniv. Model; Mortised uplocking 
reelseat—virtually NEW. $700.

13ft3pc2tip - Line 9. Two Handed Salmon Rod. In great shape, 
with everything full, needing one wrap re-done. $850

8ft2pc2tip - Line 5. Model 102. Original bag, tag, ferrule plug 
and tube. Looks new. $3200.

9ft6in2pc2tip - Line 5. An original E.C. Circa 1950. This rod 
weighs approx. 5oz. In excellent original condition. $950

9ft2pc2tip - Line 7. A San Francisco Rod built for Datus 
Proper. This rod is virtually NEW and will cast a mile. $1000.

8ft6in2pc3tip - Line 6. Built in 1947 of lightly flamed cane,
"8-1 /2-15-4-4.15oz” Has "wet” and "dry" tips. Third tip made 
for Paul Jackson in 1952. New cork by RWS ow original.
Pale yellow wraps, excellent condition. $1250.

REELS A N D  PLASTIC

CFO III, w/new WF6F. $140

8ft9in2pcltip - Line 8. A original Russ Peak fiberglass $350.

I expect to be at the Midwest Fly Fishing Exposition and the Northeast 
Antique Anglers Show in March. See you there.
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TWENTY NEW SOFT HACKLES for the 
MAJOR HATCHES of AMERICA!

Now, after three years testing, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be 
published around April 15, by the author, Syl Nemes.

This is the most advanced of the three books on the soft-hackled fly because each pattern 
was designed to be used during the rise of certain insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, 
four baetis, two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, Mother's Day caddis, mahogany dun, rusty 
spinner, freshwater shrimp, plus six soft hackles for Eastern trout streams. There's even a chapter 
on designing your own soft hackles, and an introduction by Dave Hughes.

Three major advantages of these flies have emerged during the testing: 1. Larger 
imitations than the actual insecL 2. Effective on the swing. 3. Surer, deeper hooking.

The6X9 inch, 120 page book features color paintinosof thefiies andwill-be bound in fine
-sath^f^ftiefegu^B^offte^k is $27.9! 

^  “ A ’Rf ©rder̂ T|̂ ^nTemes;1:>0 Box 3

fe'&.OOS&H. Pre-publication price is $22.95 
lb&
A „- ' c .  :

'̂ zemaffi MT. 59772.
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FREDERICK H CHORHANN 
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TWENTY NEW SOFT HACKLES for the 
MAJOR HATCHES of AMERICA!

Now, after three years testing, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be 
published around April 15, by the author, Syl Nemes.

This is the most advanced of the three books on the soft-hackled fly because each pattern 
was designed to be used during the rise of certain insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, 
four baetis, two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, Mother's Day caddis, mahogany dun, rusty 
spinner, freshwater shrimp, plus six soft hackles for Eastern trout streams. There’s even a chapter 
on designing your own soft hackles, and an introduction by Dave Hughes.

Three major advantages of these flies have emerged during the testing: 1. Larger 
imitations than the actual insect. 2. Effective on the swing. 3. Surer, deeper hooking.

The 6 X 9 inch, 120 page book features color paintings of the flies and will be bound in fine 
sail cloth. The regular price of the book is $27.95, plus $2.00 S&H. Pre-publication price is $22.95 
ppd, signed by the author.

To Order write: Syl Nemes, PO Box 3782, Bozeman, MT. 59772.
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Sy1 Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

February 1, 1991

Dear friend of the Soft Hackle:

You may have heard I have been working on a new book on soft 
hackles since my retirement here in Bozeman, Mt. Now, after 
three years testing new patterns and one year writing, SOFT 
HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be published sometime 
in April by me and my wife, Hazel.

This is the most advanced and perhaps the most enlightening 
of the three books I've written on the soft-hackled fly because 
each pattern was designed to be used during the rise of certain 
trout insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, four baetis, 
two tricos, callibaetis, green drake, mother's day caddis, 
mahogany dun, rusty spinner, and freshwater shrimp. There are 
also six soft-hackled patterns for eastern waters designed by a 
good friend of mine who fishes in the Catskills most of the year.
If I've left out your favorite hatch, there is a chapter on 
designing your own soft hackles to help you match the hatches in 
your own backyard.

All of the new imitations are as easy to tie as any soft 
hackle, still basically a two part fly of body and bird or hen 
hackle. You will see all of the flies in color, photographed, as 
well as painted by James Marc, fine artist from California who 
also happens to be an avid fly fisherman. Included are all of 
the new dressings and tying and fishing instructions on most of 
the great trout water in Montana and Idaho.

SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS also has an introduction by Dave 
Hughes, himself a proponent of the soft-hackled fly.

The 6 x 9 inch. 120 page book is bound in fine sail cloth
95. I'm writing you with a pre-publication 
is means you will be first in the country 
ition copy, autographed by me, long before 
es and fly shops, if you send your payment now.

Thanks for yo\1r''p . nhone c a l l s  and letters.
Now, there is quite an army of followers and~T)M1weias*^^ 
soft-hackled fly.

Sincerely,
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February 5, 1991

SYLVESTER NEMES 
P.O.BOX 3782 
BOSEMAN MT 59772

Dear Mr Nemes:

I am excited to hear about your new book and I’m sure it  w ill be in big 
demand. I w ill be glad to do a review of SOFT HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS in 
the column I w rite  for THE OUTDOOR PRESS and in THE FLY LEAF. I w ill also 
promote it  in my f ly  shop as soon as it  is  availabe.

Enclosed is  my check for $22.95.

Don Chinn (DON’S FLY SHOP) 
W. 4911 Princeton PI. 
Spokane, WA 99205
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(ûsAA£*cĉ / *** ê.
P A  ~7$~ Âe. <¿̂/̂
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MR JO H N  W . CUMMINGS
R D  # 2 5  6SOUTH R D  

AVERILL PARK, N . Y. 12018

March 15, 1979

Mr. Sylvester Nemes
c/o The Chatham Press
143 Sound Beach Avenue
Old Greenwich, Connecticut 06870

Dear Mr. Nemes,
I Just passed my 4?th year of birth and being slow of mind and 
feeble of gate have just gotten around to being a fly fisherman 
for trout. I have pestered the fishes since old enough to walk 
and have used the fly rod on bass for many years. But it has 
finally come to pass that I should be a fly fisherman for trout.
As one nears 50 he realizes a pretty damn big portion of his life 
is behind him and he is staring the short side right in the teeth. 
Well, Sir, as a spin fisherman - basically small lures on ultra­
light equipment - my season does not really begin till late 
April, early May and is over the middle of July, maybe August 
on the big rivers such as the Ausable and Battenkill. But why 
should it be?
This realization occurred last year during the month of October 
when it was too d a m  hot to hunt and the trout streams were in 
pretty nice shape. I went, but I got skunked and I don't like 
to get skunked - it's bad for my reputation.
So, to make a long story short, I built myself a new 8 foot 
rod, purchased a couple new lines, a host of fly tying equipment 
and numerous books. And pestered the hell out of a few friends 
who are fly fisherman.
Most of the books I have read have elevated the trout up to a 
level of a god. I don't believe it is so. I live 10 minutes 
from a small stream and I caught and released over 400 fish 
last season so they can't be too smart. The last book purchased 
was your The Soft Hackled Ply. I wish it had been the first.
Sure would have saved m e a  few hours at the tieing bench. I've 
got enough nymphs tied up to supply the state plus streamers 
and dries and wets and you name it. Simply, your system and 
flies make more sense than anything I have read and I plan to 
give it a good workout comes April 1st.



I am in a quandry:
(1) Where the devil do you get Snipe Wings?
I have checked every catalog going and no one seems to carry 
them. Is there an alternative? One book I read said snipe 
was Buff - another said Dun. Your pictures appear to have a 
Dun shade but white tipped.
(2) What is a Jackdaw and where the devil can I get it? Or 
is there an alternative? The dictionary said it is a black 
bird. Can one use crow?
(3) Is there an alternative to your starling wing?
I have tied up all the rest of your flies - 2 of each size and 
color combos - but I cannot complete the series until I am 
afforded alternatives, or solutions.
On hooks. I use the 3906 on the 10*s and 12’s and 3906b on 
the l4’s and l6’s to get room for the thorax. Being new at this 
game I still haven't tied a 16 thorax as nimble fingers hasn't 
quite got the game down pat. Otherwise, the flies tied easily 
and quickly.
If you can help me out on the above questions, I would really 
appreciate it. You know I wonder Just how smart I was getting 
into this fly business. To finish a thought - I want my seasons 
as long as they can possibly be.
Again, I enjoyed your book and have ordered two more copies to 
give to friends.
I agree with the release philosophy. I kept a total of 33 trout 
last year because I love to eat them. My son and I kept some 
nice fat brookies from West Canada Creek. They were absolutely 
delicious.
Have a good season with blue skies and tight lines and if you 
are ever in this area, give me a call. I’ll show you a 
quiet little stream that has given me unbelievable hours of 
happiness.

( S \ 3 } W - l A - i o \ 3 o
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November 13, 1975

Dear Syl,
I read your article in the Ply Fisherman magazine, and a copy of 
your book arrived in the mail yesterday* Since your experiences 
and theories reinforce my own biases about soft haekle3 I decided 
to drop you a line. In a way I’m sorry you wrote the book, be­
cause it will let more anglers in on ’’it,” however most fly fisher­
men seem predisposed to a particular type of fly fishing, so per­
haps the information won’t convert too many* Since I didn’t have 
your address I sent this letter to Don Zahner at the PPM office 
for forwarding to you*
I learned to tie flies when I was about 15 years old. My older 
brother taught me right after the 2nd WW. After college, as I 
started career and family, I gave all my equipment and materials 
away‘because I lived too far from any trout water. Incidentally,
I also fished the San Gabriel River a great deal, but It was most­
ly put and take. The California Department of Pish and Game are 
now considering making the West Pork a wild trout stream, with a 
no kill limit, and flies only. My interest in tying was rekindled 
when I moved to Bishop, California, nine years ago, I'm a public 
school administrator. I staggered around a great deal, trying to 
put together a simple system that would consistently catch trout.
On one junket about 8 years ago I even ended up in West Yellow­
stone the last week of June, not really knowing where to fish or 
how to go about it. With the help of a friendly ranger, I was 
directed to a particular spot on the Pirehole, where, more by ac­
cident than anything else, I caught some nice browns. Sinee then 
I’ve been back three more times, with the best so far a 19 inch 
rainbow from Biscuit Basin. I have had some terrific fishing in 
August in the Yellowstone River at Dragon’s Mouth for big eutthroat, 
also. Things really began to fall in place for me also, when I 
read Schwiebert’s ’’Nymphs.” Those drawings of the caddis nymphs (pupa) 
looked quite a bit like tfe>g brown hackle peacoeks I had been us­
ing quite successfully. My fly book is now full of my own ties 
of soft hackle wets. Rather than using floss, I dub most of my 
fly bodies, and rib them with light copper wire. The Owens River, 
my home water, is loaded with caddis. I believe the soft haekles 
imitate the caddis pupa more than other nymph types, although, as 
you point out, the soft hackles also imitate many other nymph 
forms. Hot Creek is about 35 miles from Bishop. During the season 
I pay several visits there. Although it is known as a dry fly 
stream, I consistently outfish my dry fly friends there. In June 
I followed a dry fly man down a particularly good run, catching 
two browns of lo and 17 inches while he went fishless. Just at 
dark a hatch of caddis comes off all summer long. For about 20 
minutes it is fast and furious with the soft hackles. Usually I 
am all alone because the dry fly men have already quitj they can’t 
see their flies any longer.
Congratulations on a fine book. I hope to meet and fish with you 
some day. This summer I plan to be in West Yellowstone the week 
of the 21st of June (for the Pirehole, the upper Madison, and the 
green drakes on Henry’s Pork), and again in August when I take my



son college in Rexburg, Idaho* I might even be able to hit 
Silver C?eek one evening on the way to the FFF Conclave in Sun 
Valley*
Sineerely,

PS After reading your article in PPM I tied up a eouple of 
size 12 hackle only (no body) flies* As predicted, they 
caught fish co nsistently. I finally lest one fly, but 
the other day I noticed the other no-body in my fly book* 

» 1*11 use it .tB-iis fall and winter* The Owens is open year

Don
275& S ierra  V is ta  Way 
Bishop, C a lifo rn ia  93£llj.

around.



Mon. 6-9-75 0

Dear Sy1s

A note I received via our secretary told me that on 5“29“75 at 1:00 PM 

a man cal led and said he was a school mate at Kent State by the name of 

Sylvester Nernes. It seems so far in the dark ages that I was tempted to 

te l l  her no one I knew in college could be s t i l l  l iv ing , but she believes 

every word I say, so I didn't dare push her any further into flaming meno­

pause. I hired her so I have to be protective. Anyone with legs like a tackle 

who wears mini-skirts and blue panty-hose has to be special.

As drop-outs in the sphere of creative writing, I assume your book con­

cerns fishing, although The Soft Tackle Fly has a John Updike kind of f la ir  

to it  like Rabbit, Run which was not about raising chinchillas, as I recall.

The very best with i t ,  whatever i t concerns. I ' 11 even order a copy via the 

last word in book departments at O'Neil's in Akron, which thinks the Cocktai1 

Party is a volume on mixed drinks. I have two friends who are ardent fishermen, 

ot drink a hell of a lot anyway. I can bask in reflected glory, knowing the 

latest greatest author since The Compleat Angler.

My writing has never stopped but has never been lucrative. As a complete 

switch I went into painting» having sold 18 for ten to f i f ty  bucks apiece. I 

came on a technique which does not require the need f t*  for brushes, which a l­

ways bothered me as much as a typewriter ?n writing. The one novel I completed 

only got sent away two times because I couldn'T stand copying i t  over and over 

every time some god-damned assistant editor fucked up the manuscript. At the 

time i t  was highly gross material. Now i t  would rank next to Pollyanna.

I have to assume you are s t i l l  free-lancing in the business photography 

f i e l d,  although why you shouldn't be Cecil Beaton's chief competition is a 

good question at this stage of the game.



2

I ,m second s h if t  supervisor in Respiratory Therapy at the hospital» a fte r twenty 

sven years of endeavor. Night l i f e  and booze have always kept me away from the day-time worl 

of brigh t success. I t ' s  currently three o 'c lo ck  in the morning and w i l l  be f iv e  before 

I convince the old body to l ie  down.

One nine year common-law marriage and an a f fa ir  or two are a l l  I have to add 

to the annals of time. Are you a grand-parent or better? My diaphragm has always 

stayed in place so my brother has had to carry on the name.

Let me know the publication date of your book. I want to give a 

couple o f copies to friends as well as have one for myself.

The very best.

Chipps

Lloyd F. Chipps 

10 Spruce S t .

Akron» Ohio kk^Ok
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