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Donald G. Bryant 
720 South Kearney St. 
Denver, CO 80224-1420
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Dr. Stephen F. Bodman 
2709 North Tejón St. 

Colorado Springs, CO 80907 
(719) 473-0872
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Dr. Stephen F. Bodman 
2709 North Tejón St. 

Colorado Springs, CO 80907 
(719) 473-0872
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D R . FRANCIS H. BLEDSOE 
113 PIMLICO ROAD

GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 2 9 6 0 7
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Buria
13 Downing Street 

New York City 10014

August 1991

Dear Syl,

Enclosed is the check for The Soft Hackle Fly Addict.I apologize for the delay in
sending this letter — I had hoped that Armando and I would be able to take you 
up on your kind offer of Montana hospitality and Nemes cooking. Unfortunately, 
the recession and our home improvement project and some business obligations 
have kept us from Montana  - -  w ith  great disappointment.

We both enjoyed meeting you and visiting w ith  you in Carlisle. Armando and I 
are both determined to catch trout on Clark's Creek w ith a soft hackle —  and we'll 
send pictures to you and to Gary1.

Our best to you and your wife. We look forward to getting our inscribed Addict 
(label to my office address enclosed) and we hope to see you next summer in 

Montana.

P.S. When is the best time to v is it Montana?



BADGER FLY FISHERS

April 28, 1993

Sylvester Nemes 
3200 Shooting Star Lane 
Bozeman, MT 59715

THANK YOU SO MUCH

On behalf of the Badger Fly Fishers, all 200 plus of us, I wish to express our 
sincere gratitude to you for your recent donation to our Spring Opener fund raiser 
which was held on April 3.

Thanks to you, and to the many other generous contributors, our event was an 
unprecedented success. A large crowd was treated to informative presentations, 
demonstrations and exhibits.

You can be assured that the more than $7,000.00 raised through donations of 
merchandise, services and cash will be used to make an impact in preserving and 
restoring our precious water resources and in educating as many persons as we can 
about the importance of being good stewards of our earth.

I hope you will be able to again be a valued part of our efforts next year. Don't 
forget that Badger Fly Fishers, Inc. is a qualified charitable organization under 
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and that donations are tax 
deductible to the extent allowed by law. Our Federal ID No. is 39-1605967.

With thanks,

David Ogletree, Chairperson
1993 Spring Opener Donor Committee

AN ACTIVE MEMBER CLUB OF THE FEDERATION OF FLY FISHERS
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...  I have received.y.,Q,n.ri:,l,e,.t,fc..e.r.regarding.your..new.hook.-....E.n.c.l..Q.s..e.d..is________

my checkfor $45.00 to purchase a copy of your book/ Two Centuries 
of Soft-Hackled Flies. MY check includes an extra $5.00 forrone

of your hand-tied flies as shown in the book. I would like you 

to justsign your¿name on the pagewhere t h e f l y i s  attached or 

on the $itle page No need to personally inscribe the book to me. 

I.have.all of.your.previous.books..I.look forward.to.reading.the.

book^— Please.mail......the.hook..t.Q....m.y.....a.d.d.r.e.s.ŝ...show.n.above...



— March 10, 2003

Sylvester Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT. 59772

Dear Sylvester Nemes,

SUB JECT:SIX MONTHES IN SCOTLAND

While going through the Feather Craft Online Catalog 2003,1 happened to see an item 
about your book, ”Six Months in Scotlandr\  Ed from Feather Crafty states that for $29.95, 
you will send a personalized copy of your book and that you will attach a hand tied fly, 
SALAR’S NEMESIS, to the front of the book. I am enclosing a check for that amount 
hoping that these statements are true. If you are willing to do this, Please sign to STEPH 
BEARDEN. Although, it was not mentioned, if you still have 1st Editions, even better.

Please send to: Stephen Bearden

1715 Cherryhills Lane

San Jose, CA. 95125

Thank you,

Stephen Bearden

1715 CHE RRYHI L L S  LANE  
SAM JOSE,  CA.  95125
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f  rom  desk of

#/) Tom Birdwell, M.D.
Fly fisher
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Thanks for your letter and the soft-hackled fly.
I wish I could say, yes I'll take than all but the last 
tme you made me the same offer I called some of my 
customers to see if they were interested. Most already 
had your deluxe éditons eith various numbers and two of than 
wanted me trade their set for one of yours. NADA
However I will take you up on your offer of SIX MONTHS 

IN SCOTLAND with the fly at 40% off retail. 10 copies 
We both have been fine but we lost so many friends and 

acquaintances in the WTC disaster that we still feel numb.
I guess a lot of people feel that way cause the book business 
sure has headed south.

Glad you still enjoy my catalogs, you'll be getting 
another in a couple of weeks.

Fishing Hunting Natural History



Roland BLAMPOIX
4, rue Houllé
57500 SAINT AVOLD
S  : 03 87 91 05 64
f i  : 03 87 91 05 64
Mobile : 06 14 61 32 74
Ë7 roland.blampoix@wanadoo.fr
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P.0. Box 1088, W. Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-9541 or (406) 646-9542

Fly Fishing Heritage Magazine 
Mr. Tom Widmar
2025 South Brentwood Blvd, Suite #20 
St. Louis, MO 63144
Dear Mr HWidmar :

July 18, 1988

We certainly appreciate your joining us with an exhibit at the forthcoming 
Conclave in Livingston. Everyone I have been talking to is expecting 
an excellent turnout this year. There seems to be a great deal of interest 
in Conclave !88, flThe Year of Learning”.
Please remember exhibit set-up is Tuesday afternoon, August 9, from 1:00 
pm to 5:00pm. The building will be secure in the evenings. We have hired 
security to watch the building and no one will be allowed in the building 
after exhibition hours. Everything opens Wednesday, August 10, at 9:00am.
We are expecting a lot of people for opening day. Excellent programs are 
scheduled for Wednesday. Additional fly tyers have been invited this year 
and each tyer will have a table. At this time, we expect to include boat 
exhibits in the main exhibit hall.
Exhibitor registration packets and booth assignments will be available 
at the Park County High School, where the Registration Desk will be located, 
Monday through Saturday from 9:00am to 5:00pm. Included with your booth 
will be two individual Conclave Registrations, two tickets to the President’s 
Banquet and two tickets to the Closing Barbeque.
Your booth has an eight foot high back wall, three foot high side walls, 
a skirted table, an identification sign and one 500 watt electrical outlet.
K & J Convention Decorators of Helena, Montana will contact you to provide 
additional services and equipment.
If you need to send exhibits or other materials in advance, make sure 
your name is well displayed on the outside of the package and please send 
packages addressed to:

We look forward to working with you to make Conclave f88 a great success. 
Sincerely,

Park County High School 
McLeod. Island 
Livingston, MT 59047
Attention: Conclave T88

/ohn Bailey 
Conclave f88 Chairman
JB:cic

"CLEANER WATER -  BRIGHTER STREAMS"



Sylvester Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

Dear Syl,

I hope you’re well. I tried a half-dozen times to get you by phone, but your line was 
busy. You’re a talkative guy.

Anyway, I thought this might serve better (and perhaps quicker). I’ve looked this over a 
number of times, and I’m afraid we’re not going to be able to use it. It might work as a fly- 
tying piece, but as it is it’s a piece about a fly without truly detailed tying instructions. In 
addition, given the small number of tying features we’re able to do, I’d prefer something 
on a fly more of our readers would be able to use (relatively few are salmon anglers, 
although that doesn’t mean I avoid those stories entirely).

I’d really like to do a tying piece from you; just give me a call and we can talk about some 
ideas. And, regardless of the above, I’d be happy to look at a couple of chapters from the 
book. And congratulations on it, by the way.

Sincerely,

r

G ÍÁAButler
/T

Fly Tackle Dealer
The Trade Magazine for Makers & Sellers of Fly-Fishing Equipment

Fly Rod & Reel
The Magazine of American Fly-Fishing

Down East Enterprise, Inc. • Outdoor Group Publications • P.O. Box 370 • Camden, Maine 04843 • 207-594-9544 • Fax 207-594-5144



20 May 90
Dear Dr. Nemes

OK - I need it! Help me simplify the inordinate complexities of 

fly fishing! Please send me a copy of your book "The Soft Hackled 
Fly".

The Dave Hughes article in the current Field and Stream magazine 

tipped me over the edge. My head knows that fly fishing should be a 

simple beauty but my gut responds to all the frew-fraws that come on 

the scene annually. Perhaps your volume will help me get back on the 
simple track.

Check for $18.95 is enclosed (16.95 plus 2 bucks shipping).

Question — that may be answered in the book. Where does one 

obtain brown and grey partridge hackle of an appropriate size for 

wrapping on your smaller size flys? I bought a few ounces (small 

pillow sized bag) from Herters many years ago but they’re all too big. 

Is it OK to cut off fibers and tie them on rather than wrapping the 
hackle wet fly style?

Please send your book tos 

Bill Breed 

P.0. Box 190

Millersburg, MI 49759 
Thanks a bunch.



8 June 90 
Hwy. M-6B, P.O.Box 190 
Millersburg, MI 49759

Sylvester Nemes 
P.O.Box 3782 
Bozeman MT 59772

Dear Mr. Nemes,
I’ve just -finished reading "The Soft-Hackled Fly" - twice. It’s 

excellent! It even sent me back to my book shelves to review the Jock 
Scott book. Lei senring and Hidy, Atherton and Skues.

Since I do read most of the fly-fishing magazines, I’ve been 
aware of your work with the soft—hackles for quite awhile. I resisted 
purchasing the book, just as I’ve resisted jumping on many bandwagons, 
in an interest in keeping my fishing relatively simple. (I’m sure 
you’ve heard of the KISS philosophy - Keep It Simple, Stupid.)

I should have bought your book in ’75 and forgotten about a lot 
of the other things I’ve tried in the meantime. It’s obvious that you 
too share the KISS attitude. Wonderful. Some of the wooly-buggers, 
Adams, GR Hare’s Ear, muddlers and a few others will probably remain 
in my vest, but your Soft—Hackles will get a heavy work out.

Which gets us to the reason for this letter - partridge hackle. I 
though my stock of tying materials would let me tie just about 
anything around. Wrong. The grouse hackle I had on hand just doesn’t 
look like the photos in your fine book. The packet I ordered from one 
of the few supply houses that handle partridge, provided only pretty 
large feathers. The note you sent with your book says you have 
partridge skins with small feathers — those for sizes to 16 and 18. 
Please send me one. Twenty bucks is enclosed.

What does one do for snipe, jackdaw, dotterel and starling on the 
eve of the 21st century? Have you tried substituting ruffed grouse and 
woodcock hackle for partridge? More importantly, do the trout like it? 
My little 20 ga. double usually provides a few each fall. I also 
wondered about painting small hooks in approprite colors but quickly 
decided that thread bodies would be more efficient, wound on faster 
than paint with no drying time. (Thanks anyway, A.H.E.Wood.)

Have you had any reports on the use of soft-hackles in Alaska? I 
hope to exercise some Dolly Vardens and grayling there in August while 
visiting my son. If there are caddisses there, soft-hackles must be 
effective. Both species will be much more fun on a 5 weight rod than 
salmon on an 8 weight. (I’ll take both, but have held salmon in low 
esteem since their introduction in Michigan. Maybe I’m just a bitter 
old fuddy-duddy, but I still believe they’ve done considerable damage 
to the habitat needed by my little pets, the speckled beauties.

More than enough. I’ve taken too much of your time already.
Thanks very much for writing "The Soft-Hackled Fly" and PLEASE 

dispatch me one of your lovely partridge skins. Gray would be nice if 
you have it, but the expert that wrote the book says brown is OK too. 
That’s good enough for me.

Thanks very much,



Mr. Sylvester iSiemes 
P. 0. Box 3782 
Bozeman, Montana 59772





D R . FRANCIS H . BLEDSOE 
111 PIMLICO ROAD

GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 29 6 0 7

June 13, 1994

Dear Syl,
I have just finished re-reading your books.

I think I enjoyed them more the second time around, 
possibly because I now have a little more experience r/ 
fishing soft hackles. I am a true‘'soft hackle addict.

Reading your books has inspired me to delve 
further into the subject matter, so I have acquired 
and read copies of Stewart's and Edmonds and Lee's 
works. I still don't have a copy of Pritt but for­
tunately you have summarized his work for those of us 
who may never see a copy of his book.

I have also read Roger Fogg's books. I call him 
"the British Nemes" since he has attempted to do for 
the British angler what you did for the American one, 
namely, resurrect an ancient but now largely ignored 
method of fly-fishing. I have also tried to start 
tying in the North Country style. I have a few of 
your originals to use as models.

So, this letter is in part an attempt to thank you 
for reviving what is a very pleasurable and effective 
method of fishing but also to invite you to go fishing.

Several of us will be fishing the Boulder River 
from Wednesday, July 12, through Saturday, July 17.
I would like very much to invite you to come over and 
fish with us one day during that time if you would like.
I have never fished the Boulder and I am somewhat un­
familiar with the local geography but understand we will 
be about thirty miles below Big Timber.

If you are not otherwise engaged and can drive over, 
I will obtain some maps and explicit directions to our 
lodge.

I am sure that my fishing companions would be as 
interested as I am in meeting you personally and having 
the opportunity to fish with you.

Yours sincerely





1311 Tallavana Trail 
Havana FL 32333 
September 1,2001

Sylvester,

Just a note to tell you how much I enjoyed reading your book Soft-Hackled Fly Imitations 
that I bought from you during the closing minutes of die FFF conclave in Livingston, Montana last month. 
If you remember, I also paid you for a copy of Spinners, which you didn’t have but were going to send me. 
I hope to receive it soon (signed and with a fly enclosed, I hope). Thanks for your attention. I lode forward 
to seeing you at future shows.

Tom Broderidge

Tom Broderidge
Writer - Photographer - Lecturer

M em ber
Outdoor Writers Association of America 

Florida Outdoor Writers Association
1311 Tallavana Trail 

Havana, Florida 32333

Phone: 850-539-3399 Email: tbrode@yahoo.com

mailto:tbrode@yahoo.com
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NEMES, Sylvester and Hazel

3200 Shooting Star Lane 

BOZEMAN MT 59715 USA

SAINT AVOLD, le 26 Janvier 2003

RB/113/03 

Chers Amis,

J'espère que cette lettre vous parviendra avant votre départ pour la France. Marie-Louise rentre 
aujourd'hui en Clinique pour se faire opérer du pied droit ( Alux-Valux, déformation du gros orteil ). Cette 
intervention nécessite une durée de 6 jours à la clinique. Par contre, c’est avec un immense plaisir que nous 
aimerions vous recevoir chez nous à SAINT AVOLD, pour une période d'une semaine à partir du dimanche 16 
Mars, afin que Marie-Louise soit rétablie. D'après les ,dires de mon fils, Dems qui est basé à HOUSTON, nous 
avons cru comprendre que vous étiez en France pour 2 mois à compter du 8 Février.

Je vous donne nos coordonnées complètes :

Mr et Mme BLAM POIX-PI ERRA R!)
4, rue HouM“^0  ̂H 

57500 SAINT AVOLD

Téléphone + Fax : 03 87 91 05 64 
Téléphone GSM : 06 14 61 32 74

SAINT AVOLD est située sur l'autoroute PARIS -  STRASBOURG à environ 360 km de PARIS.

Je vous donne également les coordonnées de Yves :

Mr et Mme Yvés VAUTRIN 
16/bis, rue Jemmesson 

54000 NANCY

Téléphone : 03 83 98 84 59

Nous attendons de vos nouvelles prochainement, et dans l'attente du plaisir de vous revoir, 

recevez, Chers Amis, nos amicales salutations.

; Roland et Marie-Louise

NB, Vous pouvez également nous téléphoner de chez votre Ami Laurent DOBLER à PARIS, dès votre arrivée. 

• - ' ' 1 - ' ' ©



Carl Larsson: Lisbeth angelt/Lisbeth anghhg^fl£q)iärell, 
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WALTER E. BURR C *  
57 Blackball Hill 

PO Box 682 
Dennis, MA 02638
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RAINBOW TROUT®



Mr. & Mrs. Bob Burnham 
P.O. Box 266 
Island Park, ID 83429
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Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772 
December 6,1995

Dear Fly Fishing Friend:

Well, I’m writing you to tell you about my new book, SPINNERS, the first book 
dedicated solely to adult mayflies. I spent three years collecting , studying and 
identifying spinners (with the help of an entomologist from Montana State University). 
The book records dates of appearance, molting and mating habits and colors, shapes 
and sizes of nearly 40 species. There are more than 30 new spinner patterns which 
are quick and easy to tie from readily available materials. A new winging method (the 
most difficult part of tying a spinner as you know) is described using only hackle fibers 
which are divided, flattened and pulled with thumbs and forefingers. (No difficult figure 
8’s )

New patterns, like Syl’s Gold Plated spinner and Syl’s Gold Tail spinner are highly 
productive during a spinner fall and are also very effective during the hatch of duns. 
There are also dun/spinners with the body of spinners and wings of duns to be fished 
anytime, and doubles, two small flies tied on larger hooks for better visibility and better 
hooking.

The book is 6 x 9, with 157 pages of black and white text and with a 16 page color 
section featuring some rare macro photos of spinners including one just molting out of 
its dun skin.

The book features fine binding from Dekker Book Binding in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
and should be ready to mail about Jan 12. (It’s at the printer here in Bozeman, now.) 
This milestone book will retail for $34.95, but I’m writing you with a pre-publication 
offer of $30.00, post paid, which means you’ll receive your first edition, signed copy 
long before the book will be available in stores and fly shops, if you send your check 
now.

If you want to order by phone, please call me at 406 587 8301, when I can tell you 
even more about SPINNERS.
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T om Budzinski . 3  O
2031 Leese Lane 
Novato, CA 94945
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Tom Budzinski 
2031 Lease Lane 
Novato, CA 94945
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Phil Bruuquell 
100 LatlysUpper Ln. 
Glastonbury, CT 06033-1740
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Mr. Lawrence Brown 
2834 Colorado Avenue 
Santa Monica, CA 90404-3614
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ERAN PRODUCTS
SUITE 4W • MATTHEWS BUILDING WEST 
P.O. BOX 924 • 312 W. MAIN STREET 
OWOSSO, MICHIGAN 48867 
(517) 723-7165
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DR. FRANCIS H. BLEDSOE 
111 PIMLICO ROAD

GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA 2 9607
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W illiam W. Becker
ATTORNEY AT L A W  

BOX 1 6 6 3
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Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772 
December 20, 1995

Dear Fly Fishing Friend:

Well I’m writing you to tell you about my new book, SPINNERS, the first book 
dedicated solely to adult mayflies. I spent three years collecting, studying and 
identifying spinners (with the help of an entomologist from Montana State University). 
The book records dates of appearance, molting and mating habits and colors, shapes 
and sizes of nearly 40 species. There are more than 30 new spinner patterns which 
are quick and easy to tie from readily available materials. A new winging method (the 
most difficult part of tying a spinner as you know) is described using only hackle fibers 
which are divided, flattened and pulled with wetted or waxed thumbs and forefingers. 
(No difficult figure 8 ’s.)

New patterns, like Syl’s Gold Plated spinner™ and Syl’s Gold Tail Spinner™ are 
highly productive during a spinner fall and are also very effective during the hatch of 
duns. There are also dun/spinners with the body of spinners and wings of duns to be 
fished anytime, and doubles, two small flies tied on larger hooks for better visibility and
better hooking.

The book is 6 x 9, with 157 pages of black and white text and with a 16 page color 
section featuring some rare macro photps of spinners including one just molting out of
its dun skin.

The book features fine vellum binding from Dekker Book Binding in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, and should be ready to mail about Jan 18. This milestone book will retail 
for $34.95, but I’m writing you with a pre-publication offer of $30.00, post paid, which 
means you’ll receive your first edition, signed copy long before the book will be 
available in stores and fly shops, if you send your check now. You will also save 
several dollars.

If you want to find out more about the book, please call me at 406 587 8301.
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TO Syl Nemes AT

SUBJECT Spinners DATItFeb24,1996

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $30.00 to purchase a copy of 

your new book, Spinners. Please inscribe the book to: Richard G. Beagle.

Mail the book to mv address shown below. Thank you. ____ |____________ __

Richard (fv Beagle

PLEASE REPLY TO SIGNED 1042 El Caballo Drive 

Arcadia, Ca 91006

DATE SIG N ED

REDIFORM 4S 469 
POLY PAK (50 Sets) 4P 469

SEND PARTS I  AND 3  INTACT. ■ 
PART 3 WILL BE RETURNED W ITH REPLY. carbonless
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sam v. battaglino jr.

/

/ U u s - k o o H .

JiT\ •

^ ¿ 0  k m  r n c f > ^  R l w r S _ .  ^  a

/ u p n ^

Cû^ Î A

2 2  p r u d e n c e  lane  
m e n d h a m  to w n sh ip  

m o r r is to w n , n e w  je r s e y  G"79BO



PRINTING 
AND MAIL 
ADVERTISING

SAM V, BATTAGLINO, JR.

CENTRAL LETTER SHOP, INC.
310 Fairfield Road, Fairfield, N.J. 07004 

TELEPHONE (2011 808-9595 FAX 201-808-8339
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PAUL BURNS' O P S  
206 Leila St.

Johnstown, Pa. 15905
Mr. Sylvester Nemes 
Bozeman, Mt59772

Dear Sly:
Just a note to say hello and to say I met you years ago at State College, Pa. You were giving a course 

on tying wet flies. Since that time I have become intrigued with that type of fly fishing. As a matter of 
fact I have all your books and one of Dave Hughes. They are most interesting.

I have been using Mustad hooks in sizes 10 tol8 -3906. I have not been using 3906-B. Do you use 
any fine wire hooks in your wet fly fishing?

It seems that good quality hen hackle is difficult to obtain-especially the white brown brown edge 
type. Where could I obtain good quality hackle?On the subject of the classic winged bugs it seems that 
you stress the hackled type over the winged type.

Do you fold your hackle.? Frankly im having one hell of a time trying to leamhow to fold hackle for 
wets. Also Sly do U have any formula for leaders ? I fish mostly in West. Pa.

Finallyl am following this method of applying hackle to the hook. I might add also that I am using 
Pearsall's thread all the time and wondering if I should usetheir floss at times- Most of the pattemseem to 
stress their thread.

Hope U are not bored with there dumb questions. It seems that your books stimulated me to go into 
the wet s full speed. Thanks again for your patience- Best wishes for a blessed Christmas and New Year

0

Sincerely

Paul Bums, DDS 
206 Leila St. 
Johnstown, Pa. 15905

- /

Dr. Paul Bums 
206 Leila Street 
Johnstown, Pa. 15905
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9/12/98

Please note the address change below for 
Jay H. Beckstead.

Old Address: 11605 SUJ Riueruiood Rd.
Portland, OR 97219

Neui Address: 217 So. Modoc flue.
Medford, OR 97504

Thank you,

Jay H. Beckstead
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