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Jim Anderson
Stillwater Framing Co.
402 North Main St.

Stillwater, MN 55082
651-430-0067

July 30, 1999

Dear Mr. Nemes,

I recently received your book about fly fishing in Scotland which I ordered through Feather Craft.
This is how I obtained your mailing address.

I have thought about writing you for some time in order to thank you for your books on soft-
hackled flies. I have now also read Pritt, Stewart, Edmonds and Lee, but what they offer is
primarily of historical interest and cannot compare in relevance for the contemporary fly fisher to
your exploration of the topic. Before Dave Hughes excellent book, Wet Flies, yours was the only
voice of which I was aware speaking of the soft-hackle fly. You created a real excitement in my
personal fly fishing/tying for which I will be forever thankful.

You mentioned that T. E. Pritt was a "hero" to you. Dare I say my regard toward you is as yours
to Pritt. Thank you once again, and all my good wishes to you.

Sincerely,

-~

rderans,

Jim Anderson




JIM R. ADAMS
ADAMS ANGLING
HUNTING & FISHING BOOKS & PARAPHERNALIA
1170 KEELER AVE. - BERKELEY, CA 94708
[##5] 849-1324

>

ay 6, 1991

Sylvester "Soft-Hackle" Nemes
P.O. Box 3782
Bozeman, MT 59772

Dear Soft;

Here is my check for $314.50 for 25 copies of "SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS" signed by
Author [including a complete set of soft-hackled flies as described in book for each book]. I heard
that you had agreed to do the fly set for a number of other dealers because you were having
difficulties in getting anyone to order your book sight unseen.

I also want to reserve the following numbers of the limited edition for later delivery:

#22°  [have both SHF & SHFA in #22]
#150  [have both SHF & SHFA in #150].
#49, #50 [have SHF in #49 & #50]

#114, #115 [have SHFA in #114 & #115] _~

TOTAL OF 6 COPIES OF LIMITED EDITION of "SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS."
I understand that the Limited Edition will be due in July 1991 or thereabouts.

I1ook forward to seeing you both this summer, either at the FFF Conclave in Yellowstone Aug.
5-10, 1991, or in Bozeman.

I have exclosed a copy of the flier I distributed at the SWCFFF at Los Angeles in early April. I
had only one order for the book, in spite of prominant display and great advertising copy. I guess
there is nothing like having "the man" present to hawk the book and take all the profits from my

booth. Such is the burden of a bookseller trying to shove some more chaff down the throats of fly
fishermen!

Yours for more Soft Hackle opportunities,

Jim Adams
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CONCLAVE 91

August 5 - 10, 1991

Adams Angling Books
1170 Keeler Ave,
Berkeley, CA 94708
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Bryce Adkins
2687 Jentry Court
Grand Junction, CO 81506

October il 1993

Mr. Sylvester Nemes

PO 3782

3200 Shooting Star Lane
Bozeman ;' MT 59715

Dear Svl;

I want to write a short note of explanation to include with the
corks which I promised at the conclave that I would send to you.

We were in Island Park, Idaho until yvesterday and I had no way to
obtain the corks until we went through Logan, Utah. I am retired
from 26 years of teaching at Utah State University and am able to
obtain small quantities of these corks at the Chemistry Stores
section of the Dept. of Chemistry at U.S.U. Thus I stopped and
got a few to send to you, but was unable to do so at an earlier
time.

I suspect that if you find these corks to be useful to you they
could be obtained from the Chemistry Department at MSU, there in
Bozeman. I like to use them for mounting the specimen flies
which I have collected. Although they do not provide quite as
attractive a mount as is obtained through some other methods, I
like the fact that they have no effect upon the mounted fly. A
similar concept to not using hinges to mount stamps in a

collection of valued stamps.

As always, I enjoved visiting with you at the FFF conclave and
watching you tie your "soft hackles."

Best Regards,

oo e

Bryce Adkins




May 3, 1996

Dear Mr. Neames,

Bilclosediiplease ifind "a eheck oy S35.95 for vour Leek), Spinners.
This book is a gift for my brother-in-law, an avid fly fisherman.
Therefore, I am asking that you please send the book directly to him

at the following name and address:

LYNN RIGSBEE
1230 Charleston Avenue

Huntingten, West ¥irginia . 25701

Since his birthday is June 3, I am hopeful that the book will reach

him in time to be a meaningful gift.

Thankvgau feor handling this matter. 1 : j.g}fﬁé \
v

»Slncerely,

@ .

P.S. 1If there is any problem, please write or call me at the following:
070 hocust St Daytime phone 419-245-4473

BPerrysburg, Ohio 43551 Home 419-874-2609
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ou ‘{w nnmﬁi request your autograph on a copy of "The Soft
“ﬁ?h e n oyed its many informative sentei
¢ [ read them actually in the

sting look into the history of

Pleas 1closed the book as well as a postage paid return envelope. [ am looking
forward to vour '
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’

gpinners"” work.




RICARDO J. ALFARO II
1812 WEBSTER STREET
SAN FRANCISCO
CALIFORNIA 9 41l 51— 258 312

TEL: 415.563.4769
FAX:415.563.8913

January 24, 1996

Mr. Sylvester Nemes
P.O. Box 3782
Bozeman, MT 59772

Dear Syl,

I received your letter promoting Spinners last week, and enclose a check for a copy. If you can
do for spinners what you did for soft-hackled flies, I'm sure I'll get my money’s worth.

You’ll note that I have made the check amount $32.50. The extra two and a half bucks is to cover
— I hope; let me know if you need more — the added postage necessitated by the extra weight of
my first edition copy of The Soft-Hackled Fly which I have the cheek to ask you to autograph for
me. Please send it along with Spinners to the letterhead address.

Also enclosed is something in which I thought you’d be interested. My father was a physician,
practising in Washington D.C. He had an intimate friend named Garnett W. Ault, MD, who was a
passionate flyfisher, although I didn’t know this when it would have done me the most good, e.f
when I was a boy and he was still fishing. Some.five years ago, about the same time I purchased
The Soft-Hackled Fly, he gave me a clutch of books on fishing from his library which he was
liquidating prior to a move to Florida. Incidentally, he grew up in Canada, just across the lake
from Detroit, and as a young man, won a bronze medal at the Brussels Olympics (1924?) for
freestyle swimming.

Stuffed in one of the books were two letters, copies of which I enclose, between him and Paul
Young. Iwas struck by the coincidence since I had just read about your first encounter with the
soft-hackled fly at Young’s store in Detroit. In fact, the third fly on Young’s envelope may very
well be a soft-hackle.

Lastly, I enclose a copy of an article about a fly I tie based on your good work and influence. It
was published in the Bulletin of the Golden Gate Anglers & Casting Club, of which I am the
current editor. Ihave had a tremendous amount of fun and success catching trout and steelhead
with soft-hackled flies thanks totally to your evangelism on the subject. While I get close to
Yellowstone and Southwestern Montana every two years or so, I mainly fish California’s Klamath
River for steelhead and Fall River for trout. The latter is a riffleless spring creek, but my fishing
partner will confirm that I always start a day’s fishing with a soft-hackled fly.

I hope one day to meet you. It would be a great pleasure to thank one of my teachers in person.

Sigcerély,

W

Ricardo J. Alfaro II
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\
j December 10, 1947

Yire Paul H. Young
8066 Grand River Avenue
Detroit 4, Michigan

Dear Mr. Yotmg:

I have been wanting to write to you for some time, but before I did
write to you, I wanted to have sone igfornation for you regarding the rod
you sent to me the latter part of Sepfobere

I do want to thank you for sendily ne this 8', 3-3/4 ounce, 2 plece
rod very nuche I have not had a change to try it out on regular strean
conditions, but I have tried it twice|in our backyard. I feel that the
rod is beautifully made as to naterials and construction and I think I
ani right in saying that it has a rathpr complete parabolic action. 1If
I were fishing several days a week, I/would not hesitate to keep the rod
because I think it has beautiful actidn; however, if ones timing is off
Just a little bit or if you are districted by any other events during
your fishing, you are bound to throw p poor line. As it now stands, I
can get out all the line I want and upe it very easily if I anm paying
strict attention to what I an doinge [ If I do not give it this attentionm,
I will invariably have trouble. f

]

For this reason, I am wondering if you make an 8', 3-3/4 ounce, 2
plece rod with a semi-parabolic actién. This will fish a little easier
for me under the conditions that I wguld like to use it. If you could
send ne a rod of this type within the next 4 to 6 weeks, I would appre=
ciate it _reatly. The seame dull finish and blended windings that are
on the rod I am now holding would b¢ appreciated.

i

I will hold this present rod uzitil I hear further from you as I
feel it would be better to return it to you at a later date when the
Christmas packages are out of the way at the Post Office.

Best wishes for a Uerry Christmas and Heppy New Year.
Sincerely,

Garnet W. Ault, M. D




GOLDEN GATE ANGLING AND CASTING CLUB BULLETIN

Fly of the Month by Barry Glickman

Soft Hackle Mosquito

by Kim Alfaro

Materials:

Hook: Tiemco 900BL, 14 or equivalent: 1x wide, 1x fine
barbless dry fly hook

Thread: Black, 8/0 or 6/0

Body: Moose mane, one white and one black hair

Thorax: Beaver dubbing, mustard or yellow color

Hackle: Ring Neck Pheasant; white-tipped florescent green-
banded feather from neck ring area. Or a starling’s brown-
tipped lower back feather; Or conventional soft hackle
feathers, e.g. Partridge, Grouse, etc.)

This is Kim Alfaro’s version of a soft-hackled mosquito
that he credits entirely to his enthusiasm for the soft hackle
flies championed by Sylvester Nemes. While Kim says
he’s never seen a “Nemes Mosquito,” he’s sure one would
look like this. This fly can be fished anywhere there are
mosquitos (which is probably everywhere), dead-drifted on
the surface or in the film as a dry fly, or subsurface using a
sink tip line.

Instructions:
1. Attach thread to hook one third shank’s length back

from the eye. Select a single white and black (light and

© 1995 BARRY GLICKMAN

dark) moose mane hairs. Place them side by side so that
they are equal in thickness, then tie them on by their tips.
Wind the thread back to — or slightly past — the point of
the hook. (Traditional wet fly bodies were wrapped to
above the point of the hook.) Keep the hairs flat along the
shank, trim excess tips, then wind thread forward to
starting point. Counterspin thread to help keep the
underbody flat.

2. Gently take the two hairs and wind them together side
by side along the shank to the starting point. Tie off and
trim excess.

3. Dub a small round ball at the thorax area. Keep
wrapping over the previous wraps to build up the round
ball form. This ball will help push the hackle into the

proper shape.

4. Tie on the hackle by the tip keeping the feather’s shiny
side forward. When secure, gently fold back the leading
edge, and wrap the hackle around the shank. Three or four
wraps are sufficient. Tie off, trim exposed feather tip, wrap
a small head, whip finish.

July, 1995

Page 3




Mr. Sylvester Nemes
Bozeman, Montana

Dear Mr. Nemes,

It was a great thrill speaking with you. Since reading your first book, you have
been one of my heroes.

I am very thankful that you decided to help us in marketing your book Imitations
with a set of six framed flies from you. I spoke with my partner Jim Romberg and want to
go with fifteen books and plates for Imitations and the same for your new book on
spinners which you project will be out around Christmas. I would also like to review both
books for our club newsletter.

Please autograph the batch of fifteen books which you are sending this week.
After I read imitations I will call back to talk to you about the six best fly patterns for the
fly plates.

You will find enclosed the check for $158.55 for books and shipping. I hope you
are having some good fishing now that your streams have quieted down.

Sincerely,

.
Mailing Address: , ; /‘g/

The Artful Fly, Inc. /John Gubbins
Box 35
Fennimore, WI 53569
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The Artful Fly, Inc.
Box 35
Fennimore, WI 53809

Mr. Sylvester Nemes
Box 3782
Bozeman, MT 59772

Dear Mr. Nemes,

It was great talking with you yesterday. I spoke with John about the arrangements
which you made with us. As discussed, you will provide us with 15 sets of four flies.
The four flies are the following patterns out of your book, Imitations: Green Drake,
Mahogany Dun, Pale Morning Dun and Mother's Day Caddis. These will be tied on a size
12 hook and will cost $12.50 a piece. All these flies will be hand tied by you. The Artful
Fly is sending you $350 which is enclosed. After we receive five full sets of flies, we will
send the remainder for the ten last sets.

John and I are discussing further the limited edition books which you mentioned.
Could you send us any promotional literature which you on your first two books? It
would help us decide. Ifyou have any questions, please call.

We have not received the remainder of Imitations. 1 think it is too early to start to
worry. John or I will call next week to update you.

Gratefully,

e

Jafmes Romberg as President
of Artful Fly, Inc.

5 5 PWMW et e




DOUGLAS ALVORD, M.D.
Diplomate of the American Board of Internal Medicine
300 North Willson, Suite 2004
Bozeman, Montana 59715-3551

Telephone: (406) 587-5330

July 22, 1994

Sylvester Nemes
32000 Shooting Star Lane
Bozeman, Montana 59715

Dear Mr. Nemes,

It was a great pleasure to meet you and watch you fish
last night. .It' will probably be sometime before the
photographs in question are processed, but if anything
interesting results, I will send a copy.

Sincerely,

O Lesd)

Douglas Alvord, M.D.

DWA/ph
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Savage Forge
P. O. Box 75
Clear Lake, Wa. 98235

WA-20 —
L

ExtT

230 |\ BvruNeTON SEDRg hdowry N

: %

i o CLEAR LAKE
b o

"\ “CoEGE WAy

L) wa-s536 Savage Forge
b e D oy P.O. Box 75

Clear Lake, Wa. 98235
(206) 856-4018

—R/00 BucHANAN




Savage Forge

P. O. Box 75
Clear Lake, Wa. 98235

CONSULTATION

Savage Forge will provide instruction to suit individual requirements in general
smithing and basic tooismithing. Areas covered but not limited to include:
forging simple tools and hardware, elementary forge practices, scrap metal
recycling/metallurgy, applications in agriculture, evolution of iron work, shop
equipment and layout. Format: lectures and demonstrations at Savage Forge.
Little hands-on training.

Intensive Consultation available to persons with little or no previous experience. Three
eight (8) hour sessions are provided for a total of twenty-four (24) hours of instruetion.
Some literature is provided. Fee: $500 total - $480 instruction, $20 for texts.

Extensive Consultation available to supplement students' knowledge during self-
apprenticeship. Fee: $20 per hour up to eight (8) hours per month. Texts supplied
for $20. Recommended reading list provided free of charge.

Advanced Consultation. Highly technical advice specific to edge toolsmithing will be
provided to accomplished forgers at $40 per hour by special arrangement.

WORKSHOPS AVAILABLE

Tool-dressing Workshop: Instruction in tool care for craftsmen, artists, and collectors.
Areas covered include: simple tool forging, refinement
(abresive equipment), hardening and tempering tool steel,
sharpening, analyzing scrap metal and old tools, fuels and
"forges", old tool salvage.

Time: Two hours Fee: $40 minimum Class Size: Five
participants maximum,

Generally scheduled in two back-to-back sessions with ten
participants/four hours of instruction for $80.
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Promoting the Sport of Fly Fishing and Preserving Fly Fishing Waters

May 1st, 1991

Mr. Syl Nemes
Box 3787,
Bozeman, MT 59772

Dear Mr. Nemes,

Enclosed please find my check for a copy of your latest book, Soft-Hackled
Fly Imitations. I am most delighted to know that our own Dave Hughes

is a part of your latest work. I trust all is well with you. Your works
are a very essential part of my library. I'm constantly referring to

them for information on techniques and pattern accuracy.

I would at this time like to make an inquiry that you must receive from
many clubs and or organizations. Are you available for speaking engagements
to clubs like ours? Can you give me a ballpark figure on the costs of
having you as a future guest speaker at one of our club conservation
banquets? This request would be an April affair should all financial
requests be met. Thanks so much for your time, trouble and the book.

God Bless!!!

Sincerely yours,

/

, \ i
Don Y. Abing
club program chairperson
683 39th Street
Astoria, Oregon 97103




11/11/95

Jear Mr. Nemes,

s [ write you this letter the time is 11:55 p.m. I have just finished reading your book,
‘m” Hackled Fly Imitations. I greatly enjoyed your experience and patterns which vou
depict within its pages. As the book was finished you generously offered hackles for
patterns. I felt this to be an extremely kind gesture on your behalf since many people
potentially could have responded!

ve recently acquired a copy of your

I do not need hackle but thank you for the offer. I ha

second book, The Sofi-Hackled Fly Addict. iﬁ. is to be read next!

[ am enclosing it with this letter and hereby respectfully and sincerely request your
autograph upon its pages. The book ’5ii~! read is autographed by you which I did not
realize until reaching home and cracking it npul o read. It really added a personal touch
to the text and I thank you. 1hope to get a copy of your first book soon and enjoy its stories
also. Il you are ever in the Nampa/Boise area [ hope that I may personally meet your
acquaintance.

[ hope this letter finds you well.

Sincerely,
;"‘wui lar
kside Way
?“‘J smp-a H 83686
um#! t 3= i }3(’”







PeGGy D. ANDERSON
12304 CARBERRY PLACE
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63131







RoBerT AMEN

Chemin de Frétemiche
81100 CASTRES March 26' 1985

France
Tél. (63) 59.15.59

Mr. Sylvester Nemes

901 South Plymouth Court
Chicago,Illineis 60605
U.8.4:

I send you one $20.00 traveller check fer yeur
book "The Seft-Hackled Fly Addict".

Beforehand I thank you.

Sincerely,
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Pick Inderson
119 N, Bth St.
Medison, Wis. 53704
Nemes Sylvester
10824 Hendricks

Crown Pt,, Ind,

Dear Syl,

Happy New Year--I seem to be a bit late for Christmes,
fnyway, how did your trip out west go? I hope to get out thet
way before next summer, I'm working part-time to meke 2 couple
thousend bucks. That should get me there, I'm also sending out
application forms for working with the Nat. Park Service, the
Forest Service and the Buresu of Land Menagement in Ideho,
Montene and Wyoming. Think of a1l thst trout water!

It might intevrest you to know that for Christmes I got &
4-piece Phillipson flyrod for backpacking, elong with some par—
achute dry flies, all from John Rogers! place, Would you like to
try out the gear on a pack trip sometime? I slso got a subscrip-
tion to "Fly Fishermen" magazine.

I'm sending you the flies you asked for this summer. The
two large flies with the quill legs are stone and msy imitetions.

You might want to copy the patterns in the sizes for ‘the water you

will use them on. The stonefly would be too smell for cut west

es the meyfly would be too big for northern Tisconsin, The
double-hackled brown flies ("brown widow" efter the prototype
"bleck widow" and "virgin widow" which werve black end white,
respectively) are great imitations of both stone- end meyflies.

fnd the little caddis flies sre fine fish-tekers enywhere,




I meke the ceddis with legs by wrepping & body of sponge on the

hook. The sponge end papers in a woman'e permanent wave kit are

just perfect for the pink bodies and for padding to sheape flies,

That's not & "Polly" Rosborough technicue, but it mekes the best
ceddis imitation I've ever used., The dubbed caddis is good, too,
but is not neerly as effective. Of course, all the nymphs are
weighted,

Well, so much for the special flies, I also enclose two
weighted Here's Far nymphs., You like? Rosborough would blush
with envy. But I think you will have better luck with the
nymphs with legs ( they're old-fashioned, but successful.) than
with PR's originels, even. The problem with the quill-legged
flies is that they take about & helf-hour to tie, apiece. If
they have herd, flat backs or humpbacks, then they teke even long-
er,

¥hen are you going to visit us here? Next time you plan to
fish in the stste, drop in. Chances are, I'll try to invite my-
self along, but meybe you'd like to fish the Mecen River and the
other fine waters zround “Wautoma, where I could play the guide,
But don't show up here on opening day. Thet Saturdsy I lock
myself in my room &nd hide under the bed, This state is just en
open-eir medhouse on opening day of trout season, I try to shield
myself from association with such lunatics as would go fishing so
ezrly in the season.

Or cere to try the Wolf? Peshtigo? Ve can backpack along
those two. We can walk the tracks along the Wolf. ¥e can fish
weter that sees meybe & helf-dozen fishermen & season, But there
aren't azny steelheads in the Wolf, I'm afraid, and I'd probably
way outfish your wets and nymphs with my dries, But vou'd have

some fun, I'm sure,




When I get & job as ranger in Grand Teton Park, snd have scouted
the water sufficiently, I'll cell or write vou. Meybe we can find
a way to have you spend one of your business vacetions at my pad
in Jackson Hole, end fishing all over Vyoming. You wouldn't even
need & license, if I wore & uniform,

By the way, I'd be happy to tie & big deerhair mouse for you
sometime. Then you could catch some of those lunker netive browns
on the Brule. Then by John Pogersf standards you would be a com-
pleat angler,

I'l1l try to keep in touch with you better, but school and work
have kept me from having much free time to write. Agein, Happy

New Year to you and your family.

Your trout-nappin’, back-packin' buddy,
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DENNIS L. ABRAMS
Ao .Box 142 Calis Hollow Rd.
Stony Point, New York 10980
914 /354 - 7290
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DENNIS L. ABRAMS
#°c. Box 142 Calis Hollow Rd.
Stony Point, New York 10980
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