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Genoveva Arenas

6400 Green Valley Cir. #304 

Culver City, CA 90230.

Dear Sir:

I would like to buy your book, Soft-Hackled Fly 

Imitations. I am enclosing a ckeck for 29.95$, as stated in 

Field&Stream magazine (Dec-91).

I would like also to receive some information about the 

first book that you wrote about this subject (according to the F &

S article).

Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely yours

PS: Would you be so kind to autograph the book?.



SUNSET LETTERGRAM
SUNSET UNE & TWINE CO. (707) 762-2704 P. O. Box 691 Petaluma, California 94953

TO FROM DATE
SYLVESTER NEMES JOHN AGNEW 2 - 2 7 - 9 6

SUBJECT:

DEAR SYL,

AFTER A LAPSE OF SO MANY YEARS, IT  WAS SUCH A PLEASANT SURPRISE 

TO SEE HAZEL AND YOU AGAIN, AT ED R IC E 'S  SHOW IN SAN MATEO. WHEN 

SUNSET MOVED AWAY PRODUCTS, A NUMBER

OF YEARS AGO, I T  PRETTY MUCH OUT

OF TOUCH WITH HE EXCEPTION

OF A FEW I N D I V T j ^ ^ l l  W  >f EVERY FIVE

YEARS OR SO. ■ •

PAM AND I HAVE THOUGHT OF YOU BOTH OVER THE YEARS AND EVERY ONCE 

IN A GREAT j| | | | ^ ^  L § | | f N ,  WITH WHOM

I ' V E  STAYED IN CLOSE CONTACT. YOU BOTH LOOK WONDERFUL: FRAMES 

UNSTOOPED BY HARSH .FMM l f e  BY THE

HIGHER ELEVATION SUNLIGHT. ;THE SOFT HACKLED FLY SERIES CONTINUES 

TO COMMAND AN ENTHUSIASTIC AUDIENCE, I GATHERED FROM YOUR REPORT 

AND OVERHEARING THE QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS OF THE FISHERMEN THAT 

STOPPED BY YOUR D IS P L A Y .

CONTINUED.. . .



TO
SUNSET LINE & TWINE CO.

SUBJECT:

SUNSET LETTERGRAM

PAGE 2

(707) 762-2704

FROM
P. O. Box 691 Petaluma, California 94953

DATE

WE REMINISCED A L ITTLE  OVER YOUR FONDNESS FOR SOME OF THE LINES 

OF PAST YEARS, AND YOU MENTIONED VERY MUCH L IK IN G  THE OLD MASTER

LINE FLY LINES SUNSET BROUGHT INTO THE COUNTRY IN THE MIDDLE ’ 70S.  

HERE ARE A FEW OF THE I WAS ABLE TO RESURRECT

FROM A FORGOTTEN N0 C T O '  HAVE,: 4 WEIGHT WAS 

TEH LIGHTEST LINE MASTERLINE PRODUCTED AT TplE TIM E ,  BUT I TRUST 

YOU HAVE RODS THE':̂ ® |  ARE TWENTY

YEARS OLD BUT j ^ | l j E P T |  Eg | r ( ^ e | t | 36 ,:S T O R A ^ ;i:̂ f  WI LL ,  I HOPE, 

PROVIDE GOOD SERVICE. -

REVERTING TO DON'T ALREADY,

THAT HE HAD 1 TALKED WITH

HIM A FEW DAYS AGO, AND HAVING JUST RETURNED FROM H'IS DOCTOR'S,

HE REPORTED THE O P E R A T I O N > ^ iX v ^ | E i ^ ^ i : ; i i ^ P L E T E  SUCCESS.

I DON’ T SUPPOSE YOU FIND YOURSELVES TOO OFTEN IN THE BAY AREA,

BUT WHENEVER YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE HERE ABOUTS, WITH A L ITTLE

CONTINUED.. . .



SUNSET LETTERGRAM
SUNSET UNE &  TWINE CO. _ _ _ _ _

(707) 762-2704 P. O. Box 691

I FROM
Petaluma, California 94953

DATE

SUBJECT: rage  3

EXTRA TIME ON YOUR HANDS, I HOPE YOU'LL HTINK OF US. WE'D VERY 

MUCH ENJOY GETTING TOGETHER WITH YOU.



LAURENCE W. ALBRIGHT, D.M.D. 
JAMES F. PORTER, D.M.D.

3 0 3  ISLINGTON ST RE ET 
PO RTSM O U TH , NEW  HAM PSHIRE 0 3 8 0 1

TELEPHONE (6 0 3 ) 4 3 1 - 7 6 0 5
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Dick Astley
1859 Candleridge Drive,
Twin Falls, Idaho 
83301

Dear Syl,

You probably don’t remember me but we spent a very windy evening in a 
drift boat on the Missouri in 1991. At the time you introduced me to the “soft 
hackle” concept, in particular your imitations for the Trico spinner. Right 
after that I ordered some soft hackle hen necks. To say that you made a 
believer but o f me would be the understatement o f the year.

My fishing partner, who you also met that evening, and I, have never failed 
to fish the Trico hatches with great success no matter where we have used 
your imitations. We took the liberty o f combining the two patterns, using 
peacock herl with the rusty edge hen hackle. This combination seemed to 
work better for us than either o f your original patterns. The other thing I have 
been doing to eliminate the problem of seeing the take at distance is to tie a 
number 12 post wing pale morning dun about 12 inches in front o f the trico. 
This approach does not seem to put the fish off and allows me to see the takes 
at extreme distances.

Anyway* I have finally used all o f the good sized feathers from the rusty edge 
hen hackle and need a replacement. Would you please ship me three of these 
as I have two other converts to your soft hackle approach that would like one.

Hope things are going well for you and that you are Still able to get out and 
fish when you want to.

Tight lines,

Dick





December 14,2007

Dear Mr. Nemes,

Please forgive my intrusion and boldness in writing you a letter as a complete 
stranger. I have just finished reading your series of books (wish I got to them years ago) 
and have a question that I just have to ask you.

First, if  I may, let me tell you a little about myself. I became an addict some time 
ago when I read an article in the British Fly Fishing & Fly Tying magazine on North 
Country Spiders. For some reason I had soft-hackles in my fly box and never really 
understood what they were until I came across that article. AH I knew was that they took 
a variety of fish over the years. I have been in Texas the last few years and have taken 
panfish, crappie, catfish, and even a 19” largemouth on soft-hackles. Not the ideal soft- 
hackle fishing but what is an addict to do in the land of water the temperature of a warm 
bath? It is always nice when I go back home to Canada for a visit and get to do some 
authentic soft-hackle fishing.

All that said about soft-hackles, my question actually pertains to your SPINNERS 
book. In the book you beautifully outline the molt and the longer tails and forelegs of the 
spinner and highlight the importance of these modifications for mating. The legs are a 
very prominent feature o f the spinner indeed. What I can’t help but wonder is why do 
your imitations fail to incorporate this feature into the design? The flies are obviously 
effective without them but it has my curiosity to the point that I wanted to contact you for 
your thoughts.

Thank you very much for your time and your contributions to the sport. 
Personally, thank you for the inspiration in carrying on with the addiction, an addiction 
for which I will never seek a cure. I wish you and you wife all the best.

Sincerelv.

Rich McAloney
9517 Elmo Weedon Rd. 
Bryan, TX, 77808
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12/4/95

Dear Mr. Nemes

Please find enclosed a check for $35.00 towards the advanced purchase of your new book 
"Spinners". It was a  pleasure briefly speaking with you by phone several days ago. I am 
looking forward to reading your new book on this subject. As I mentioned briefly by 
phone, I have had great success with your soft hackled flies when fished weighted. Your 
March Brown in particular, when tied with a darker fiir than the rest o f the body for the 
head makes what I believe to be a veiy effective Caddis larva/pupa imitation. Stomach 
samplings from local waters reveal insects very similar to this dressing during late 
fall/early winter fishing.

I hope this letter finds you healthy. May you have a happy holiday season.

732 Parkside Way 
Nampa, ID 83686

P.S.
Have you ever considered, and pardon my ignorance if  you have, obtaining an E-mail 
address or going on-line with a bulletin board? You could disseminate much information 
on a multitude o f  subjects to many users instantaneously with instant feedback. Just thought 
I’d ask.
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Bozeman, MT 59772  
Jan 2, 1995

Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782
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Dear Fly Fishing Friend:

Well, I’m writing you to tell you about my new book, SPINNERS, the first book 
dedicated solely to adult mayflies. I spent three years collecting, studying and 
identifying spinners (with the help of an entomologist from Montana State University). 
The book records dates of appearance, molting and mating habits and colors, shapes 
and sizes of nearly 40 species. There are more than 30 new spinner patterns which 
are quick and easy to tie from readily available materials. A new winging method (the 
most difficult part of tying a spinner as you know) is described using only hackle fibers 
which are divided, flattened and pulled with wetted or waxed thumbs and forefingers. 
(No difficult figure 8 ’s.)

New patterns, like Syl’s Gold Plated spinner™ and Syl’s Gold Tail Spinner™ are 
highly productive during a spinner fall and are also very effective during the hatch of 
duns. There are also dun/spinners with the body of spinners and wings of duns to be 
fished anytime, and doubles, two small flies tied on larger hooks for better visibility and 
better hooking.

The book is 6 x 9, with 157 pages of black and white text and with a 16 page color 
section featuring some rare macro photos of spinners including one just molting out of 
its dun skin.

The book features fine vellum binding from Dekker Book Binding in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, and should be ready to mail about Jan 25. This milestone book will retail for 
$34.95, but I’m writing you with a pre-publication offer of $30.00, post paid, which 
means you’ll receive your first edition, signed copy long before the book will be 
available in stores and fly shops, if you send your check now. You will also save 
several dollars.

If you want to find out more about the book, please call me at 406 587 8301. You can 
also charge the $30 to your Visa or Mastercard credit card.
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Gilbert Apfelstadt 
5815 Plainview Dr. 

Evansville, IN 47720-8078 f e
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ARCHULETA'S REEL WORKS 
3U9 Fourth St 

Sama Rosa, CA 95409



ARCHULETA’S REEL WORKS 
3149 Fourth St 

Santa Rosa, CA 95409
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Syl N em es 
PO  Box 3782 

B ozem an, M T 59772 
406 587 8301 7
Jan  1 2 ,1 9 9 5 ^  •

D ear Fly F ish ing  F riend:

W ell, I 'm W ritin g  y o u  to  tell y o u  ab o u t m y  n ew  book , SPINNERS, th e  first 
b ook  d ed ica ted  solely to a d u lt m ayflies. I sp en t th ree  years collecting, s tu d y in g  an d  
id en tify in g  sp in n ers  (w ith  the  h e lp  of a n  en tom olog ist fro m  M o n tan a  State 
U niversity). T he b o o k  reco rd s  d a tes  of ap p earance , m olting  a n d  m atin g  hab its  a n d  
colors, shapes a n d  sizes of nearly  40 species. T here  are  m ore  th a n  30 n ew  sp in n e r 
p a tte rn s  w h ich  a re  quick  a n d  easy to  tie from  read ily  availab le m ateria ls. A  n ew  
w ing ing  m e th o d  (the m o st d ifficu lt p a r t of ty ing  a sp in n er as y o u  know ) is described  
u s in g  only  hack le  fibers w h ich  are  d iv id ed , fla ttened  a n d  p u lled  w ith  w e tted  o r 
w axed  th u m b s a n d  fdrefingers. (N o difficu lt figu re  8's.)

N ew  p a tte rn s , Uke Syl's G o ld  P la ted  Spinner™  a n d  Syl's G old  Tail Spinner™  
are  h igh ly  p ro d u c tiv e  d u rin g  a sp in n er fall a n d  are  also  very  effective d u rin g  the  
h a tch  of d uns. T here  are also d u n /s p in n e rs  w ith  th e  b o d y  of sp in n ers  an d  w ings of 
d u n s  to  be  fished  anytim e, a n d  doubles, tw o  sm all flies tied  o n  la rg er hooks fo r 
b e tte r visib ility  a n d  b e tte r  hooking .

The b ook  is 6 x 9, w ith  157 p ages of b lack  a n d  w h ite  tex t a n d  w ith  a 16 page  
color sec tion  fea tu rin g  som e ra re  m acro  p h o to s  o f sp in n ers  in c lu d in g  one  ju s t 
m o lting  o u t of its d u n  skit

T he b o o k  fea tu res  fine v e llu m  b in d in g  fro m  D ek k er Book B ind ing  in  G ran d  
R apids, M ichigan, a n d  sh o u ld  b e  read y  to  m ail b efo r th e  en d  of January . This 
m ilestone  b o o k  w ill re ta il fo r $34.95, b u t  I 'm  w riting  y o u  w ith  a p re -p u b lica tio n  offer 
of $30.00, p o s t p a id , w h ich  m ean s y o u 'll receive y o u r  firs t ed ition , signed  copy long  
befo re  th e  boo k  w ill b e  available in  stores an d  fly shops, if y o u  sen d  y o u r check now . 
You w ill also save several dollars.

If y o u  w a n t to find  o u t m o re  ab o u t the  book, p lease  call m e a t 406 587 8301. 
You can  ¿ s o  charge  the  $30 to^Jpur Visa o r M astercard  c red it card .
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ARCHULETA’S REEL WORKS 
V  3149 Fourth S I 

Santa Rosa, CA 95409





BILL ARCHULETA: OWNER



ARCHULETA’S REEL WORKS 
3149 Fourth St 

Stm t Ro», CA 05409
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Syl Nemes 
PO Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772 
November 27, 1995 (§» '

Dear Fly Fishing Friend:

Well, I’m writing you (again, perhaps) to tell you about my new book, SPINNERS, the
first book dedicated solely to adult mayflies. I spent three years collecting , studying 
and identifying spinners (with the help of an entomologist from Montana State 
University). The book records dates of appearance, molting and mating habits and 
colors, shapes and sizes of nearly 40 species. There are more than 30 new spinner 
patterns which are quick and easy to tie from readily available materials. A new 
winging method (the most difficult part of tying a spinner as you know) is described 
using only hackle fibers which are divided, flattened and pulled with thumbs and 
forefingers. (No difficult figure 8 ’s.)

New patterns, like Syl’s Gold Plated spinner and Syl’s Gold Tail spinner are highly 
productive during a spinner fall and are also very effective during the hatch of duns. 
There are also dun/spinners with the body of spinners and wings of duns to be fished 
anytime, and doubles, two small flies tied on larger hooks for better visibility and better 
hooking.

The book is 6 x 9, with 157 pages of black and white text and with a 16 page color 
section featuring some rare macro photos of spinners including one just molting out of 
its dun skin.

The book features fine binding from Dekker Book Binding in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
and should be ready to mail about Jan 7. (It’s at the printer here in Bozeman, now.) 
This milestone book will retail for $34.95, but I’m writing you with a pre-publication 
offer of $30.00, post paid, which means you’ll receive your first edition, signed copy 
long before the book will be available in stores and fly shops, if you send your 
payment now.

If you want to order by phone, please call me at 406 587 8301, when I can tell you 
even more about SPINNERS.

Sincerely,

a
l / L u c <4— ,





Donald M. Alstadt 
Chairman of the Board

Lord Corporation
Crossroads Corporate Park, Bldg. II
110 Corning Road, Suite 100
Cary, NC 27511
919:851-6544, Ext. 6228
FAX: 919:851-8545

January 23, 1996

Mr. Syl Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT 59772

Dear Mr. Nemes:

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $30.00 to cover the cost of mailing me 
your new book entitled SPINNERS.

Please send the book to the following address:

Mr. Donald M. Alstadt 
Lord Corporation 
110 Corning Road 

Suite 100 
Cary, NC 27511

Sincerely,

Mr. Donald M. Alstadt 

/Iml

Enclosure



FRED G. ATEN, JR.
700 MIDTOWN TOWER 

ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14604
716-232-6500

DATE: ______
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[ Bfej$oite and return '
[ ] Mote and forward to files
■  ] See'(or phone) me re' 

attached
[ ] For your information

] As per conversation

[ ] As requested
[ For your comments 

and suggestions
Take action/reply; 
send me copies 

] Do not return



Sylvester Nemes 
PO Box 3782 

Bozeman, MT 59772 
406 587 8301 
July 3, 1998

Dear fly fishing friend:

First, I want to thank you for buying a copy o f‘SPINNERS’, around three years ago and 
I hope it has proved enjoyable and useful for you in your fly fishing endeavors since then. 
Umpqua Feather Merchants thought six of the patterns were good enough to be included in its 
wholesale lineup of trout flies and apparently they are selling quite well to fly shops across the 
country. I used the PMD spinner just a few days ago on the Firehole and the Henry’s Fork, with 
a nice fish from both rivers on the fly.

The reason for this letter is to interest you in a similar offer for my new book, “SIX 
MONTHS IN SCOTLAND...An American View of its Salmon Fishing”, to be published in a 
week or so, and to be bound in blackberry vellum.

The book was the result of exchanging houses with another family near Aberdeen, 
Scotland, where I fished the Don (two miles from the house) and the Dee (around 20 miles), and 
several other rivers in that beautiful country. I caught three Atlantic salmon on my own fly, 
(Salar’s Nemesis) and hooked a couple more.

Included is a chapter, “Salmon Fishing in Scotland today” due to be published in Fly 
Fisherman later this year, which gives readers current information about the salmon fishing on 
many rivers, including hotels, costs, phone and fax numbers, salmon fishing outlook and fly 
patterns to take to that gracious and beautiful part of the world.

For the book, I also researched the serious and troubling subject of salmon decline, 
interviewing fishing rights owners, gillies, salmon anglers and government officials to produce an 
historical and revealing picture of the country’s commercial and recreational salmon fishing. I 
think you’ll find this book a rare piece of fly fishing literature, because it describes our sport on a 
different continent, in a different culture, in strange and unknown waters and under an ancient, 
feudal system which most of didn’t know still exists.

Six Months will retail for $29.95, but this pre-publication offer is for $25.00 postpaid.
You can pay with a check, or with Visa or Master Card, by calling me or Hazel at 406 587 8301, 
and receive your autographed copy around August 1st.
Thanks again and Sincerely yours,

--------------?

Syl Nemes

P.S. I forgot to mention there are 8 color pages of gorgeous Scottish salmon rivers, of me landing a salmon and of the 
ancient, netting system called net and coble.
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Charles B. Allen 
1020 Biscayne Dr. 
Hermitage, PA 16148
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3149 Fourth St.
Santa Rosa, CA 95409 
March 26, 1991

Sylvester Nemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, M I 59772

Dear Syl,

I just received the notice on your new book, “Soft-Hackled Fly Imitations”. I own 
and thoroughly enjoy yoir other two books, and I can’t wait to get into this one. Count 
me in!

Enclosed, please find my check for the pre-publication price of $22.95, and 
thank you very much for sharing your insight with us.

Sincerely Yours,





F Z e o  C>. A~T£r*JJ
S even Hu n d r e d  M idtow n  Tow er  

Ro c h e s t e r , New Yo r k  14604
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TWENTY NEW  SOFT HACKLES for the 
MAJOR HATCHES of AMERICA!

Now, after three years testing, SOFT-HACKLED FLY IMITATIONS is finished and will be 
published around April 15, by the author, Syl Nemes.

This is the most advanced of the three books on the soft-hackled fly because each pattern 
was designed to be used during the rise of certain insects. There is a midge, pale morning dun, 
four baetis, two tricos, caliibaetis, green drake, Mother's Day caddis, mahogany dun, rusty 
spinner, freshwater shrimp, plus six soft hackles for Eastern trout streams. There's even a chapter 
on designing your own soft hackles, and an introduction by Dave Hughes.

Three major advantages of these flies have emerged during the testing: 1. Larger 
imitations than the actual insect. 2. Effective on the swing. 3. Surer, deeper hooking.

The 6X9 inch, 120 page book features color paintings of the flies and will be bound in fine 
sail doth. The regular price of the book is $27.95, plus $2.00 S&H. Pre-publication price is $22.95 
ppd, signed by the author.

To Order write: Syl Nemes, PO Box 3782, Bozeman, MT. 59772.
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Gilbert C. Apfelstadt 
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Evansville, IN 47720

S y l v e s t e r  / V « M e x

P o  B ö *  3 1 8 2 ,

ß o x c w t i H j  ñ T f f ? 7 ¿





G IL B E R T  C . A P F E L S T A D T

S y / v  e S~t-e~r W e M  € /

P o  8 c>x 3 7 f x

6 o2 .c ^ ^ )

5815 P la in view  D rive  
E vansville , IN  47720

f l  b r  r y  /  ?  f  /

D e ^ r  e m - e r
Y ÖU. 'fcrr ry ¿?U. r  V" ^ £  A i r ^ y ^  / ,

/M y C~ A v^'T' InT C>t< .̂ / €> *l >€
€-<3j/0y oß neks ha& k  S o f t  ^ f c

E l y  JC  n T T A T t o N S  J  Ö6H <* J  iY~ /'T

^  a  f / ^  A /

^ * c  ex  #>? /it, jr llT *C
^  ^  I? ^ >2LXP  D £  ir  y  &o^'ir

i r ^ c L ö ^ ^ f ,

S  / * üf -ê -̂  1pr.
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July 26,1991

SyCMgmes
T.O. (Box.3782
(Bozeman, Montana

‘Dear Mr. (hfemes:

‘Enclosed please find my cheat for $29.95.I have enjoyed reading your fly
books, then tying and fishing the flies. I am Cooking forward to receiving your new Boot 
Is there a commercial source for high quality soft-hackles that you can recommend?

‘Thanks for the new Boot and your substantial contribution to the sport.

Best wishes!

jdmes £ . Mvis 
‘5933 (Highland 
Hus tin, Hews 78731



Dennis & Joan Ader 
W. 3306 Bruce 
Spokane, Wa. 99208

Svi Niemes 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, MT.
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JAMES ALLEN 
782 5 Someaòet
JndZanapoZZò, In., 46240

Ma. SVL NEMES 
P.O. Box 3782 
Bozeman, 59715





May 16 , 1991

VzaA SyZ,

Hz a z ' s t h z  c h z c k  ^ oa youA new book .  I
t a l k i n g  w i t h  you a g a tn  and and 
o th zA  p Z a c z s .

1 soZd tho . s t o A z s  t  n Evanston t 197S.
paA.tnzA.shZp pAobZzms and a n a s t y  
combined t o  s ztmy f i z z t  back
gaAmznt I n d u s tA.y and I n t o  nand
pza p Z z .

1 s t a y z d  t n  E v a n s t o n  u n ttZ  19 84 1 
and movzd  t o  I n d y .  I 'm  fauAt away  t h z  
hzA z ,  b u t  M tchtgan  t s  t n  my 1 g u z s s
t t ' s a tAadQ-o^fi .  Th z  pZuS t s  t h a t  ARE
t n  S o u t h z A n  I n d ia n a  - and  t h z  q u a tZ  b a c k .

I h a v z  s o m z  En g Zt sh  HaAz's  Masks a
pA . tva tz  SouA.cz t n  England [No,  
and wtZZ s e n d  you  a {¡zw "nzw" Zo ok s  t n  S o f i t -  
HackZzs  t h i s  ¿ a l l .  Vou may w a n t t o  on
s omz  o¿ youA UppzA Madlsan  I s a y  nzw
S y l ,  b u t  wz  b o t h  know t h a t  s o mz  s o mzwh z Az
has d o n z  t t  ALL b z ¿ 0Az -  and t n  my 
pAobably  d id  tt b z t t z A  ! A t  on
a: nzw [¿OA me) t e c h n i q u e  ¿o th a t  may
ImpAovz a c t i o n  t n  t h z  wa t  z a . know.

T h a t ' s  aZZ ¿oa now.  1 Zook  t o  nzw
b o o k .
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