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Promise of gald Draws

PREFACE

EREIN readers with imaginatlon

will see men in motlon--young
men, 20 to 45 and averaging 30 years
ot age. A few forty-niners from Call-
fornia, but more from other and later
districts, and as many more Without
mining experience.

Skilled laborers and common la«

‘borers from towns and citles; farmers
and farmhands: the unlettered nnd
the and

erates; artisans, tradesmen, mer«
chanta, lawyers, doctors, ‘engineers;
the health seeker and the holiday
excursionist; gamblers and thieves.”

Missourl Tiver steamboats, teams,
mules and horses, wagona and pack
trains, Long tedious, expensive jour=
neys to the new Dorado; restless
golngs hither and yon, threading de-
vious mountain passes, trudging over
divides, down slopes, across tiny, se-
cluded parks; pushing on the heads
of creeks, coulees and gulches; pros-
pecting sand and gravel bars for float
gold-—always prospecting.

Men vaguely expectant of |udden
riches, credulous of rumors of newer
placera. Tense, individualistic, daring
men; some with family ties and loved
ones behind, with whom & necessarily
intermittent and irregular corre-
spondence is carried on; other strive
ing to forget and conceal the past;
all planning to go “back home” or
. to mettle elsewhere in the states as

soon as & desired amount is obtained,

This 1s the story of the gold rush,

which in 30 months of 1862-64

brought to the previously unfre-

quented country of the Beaver Head
no less than 45,000 people, produced
$23,000,000 of gold and

"Connah, 8 tru,d‘mg post ot‘t‘hvu Hua-

+ Uved Bnptlste Ducharme,

Miners -to New Lands;
Commonwealtk Born

8un ' river, . the " Blackfeet Indian
agency ‘and government farm were
located. In & puny fashion, an ate
tempt was belng made to teach agrie
culture to the mnatives.- In the Mis-

son’s Bay company, established in ~
1847, On Jocko river was the Flate
head agency. The brothers, O'Keefe,
O, 0. (Baton) and D, C, rulded m
Cofiacan p -
Bu mues below Glold creek. on Hell’
river, was Robert Dempsey’s
clbln dignitied by the name, Dublin,
Farther west and just beyond Hell
Gate, Frank L. Worden and O. P,
Higging were conducting a store, the

mouth of Sun river, was the misalon
of St.- Peter, established in February

Imoda and . Joseph Menetrey, On

. Bun-river farm by the Mullan road,
was Fort Benton, a trading post of

"lished 1n 18468, where Andrew Daws
son was in
- along the .Missourt,

BX‘OWB and a fow others at French=

Eutwnrd, lc . the. mouth of thtlo :

put Montana on the map: Pirst, &
panorama; then, in the contemporary
material in part 2, closeups of dee
tached scenes.

To David Hll er and Mrs. Anne
MecDonnetl, llbrulln and asaistant
Jibrarian of the Historical Boclet:
Montana; to the staff of the Be{en
‘public llbnry, for many 00

extended, to Judge L. L. Callaway for
valulblo suggestions, and to the pub«
l¢ lbraries of Chicago, Denver and
Bnlt Lake City, where newspaper files

the write

hu sincere thanks.
CLYDE McLEMORE,

STEAMBOATS AND COVERED
WAGONS

WAS May, 1862. The mlilitary
mgon road from Walla Walla to
rt Benton was all but finished, Its

buﬂder Capt. John Mullan, U. 8. A,
broke winter camp at the mouth of
Big Blackfoot river and, with a party
of soldiers and civilians, started to
the eastern terminus, Sixty miles
from the Blackfodt he came to tha
Crossing of the American fork, near
its mouth, where were two or three
cabins, occupted by the Stuart brothe
ers, Granville and James; Resin Ane
derson, and Thomas Adams. Five
milea above the settlemens and near
the foot of the mountains, on a tribe
utary of the fork, the Stuarts, Anders
son and Adams were carrying on place
er mining operations, as was another
pnny consisting of A, 8. Blake, P. W,
{Bud) McAdow, W. B. 8. Higgins, Dr.
Munroe Atkinson and Henry (Gold
Tom) Thomas.

Captain Mullan stopped to visit and
to meke observations of the mining
activitles. On the 26th and 27th, he
found, the Blake-McAdoo party took
free gold from thelr sulice boxes at
the rate of $10 a day a man. The
Btuart party was not doing so well;
for the two days thelr boxes ylelded
only $4.2

‘These nr. the Deer Lodge mines.

Gold had been discovered here 10~
years before by Francois Finlay, &
Scotch-French-Indian, Four years
later & small group of tr:ders had
casually prospected the creek, when
they, too, found gold. In 1888 the
Stuarts and Anderson verified reports
of the eariler prospectors and since
the fall of 1860 bad been residing
continucusly at' thelr settlement,
trading with the Flathead Indians,
farming on s small scale, and min-
ing intermittently. Optimistic about
the diggings, they wrote to their
brother, Thomas, in Colorado, sug~
gesting that he join them. A short
time prior to Mullan's vmt Blake.
Higgins, McAdow and Atk had
come over from Fort Owen Henry‘
Thomaa had been panning sand in
the vicinity since the summer of 1860,

Mullan thought the American fork
ought to be named Gold creek and
the suggestion was adopted,

Thelr Neighbors

~ Por neighbors the folks at the Deer
Lodge mines had, in the Bitter Root
valley, Maj. John Owen, agent for the
Platheads and proprietor of ¥ort
Owen, established as St. Mary’s mise
ston by Fr. Plerre J. DeSmet in 1841,
soid to Major Owen nine years later
and by him converted into a trading
post. Contiguous to the fort lived &
few settlers. In the yalley of the Flate
hesd river was St. Ignatius mission,
established by Fr. Adrain Hoeken ine
1854, Six or eight miles north of the
misslon, on Post, or Crow, creek,
Michael Ogden was in charge of Fort
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- ous, lived on the eastern side of the

‘Union near the mouth of the Yellow.
stone, were a few amall ana widely
migrae

here lived

John P, Grlnt. & person ot some af- "
tlol:)encc";vlth two or t‘hree ca.tbllll:‘; anc&
500 cattle. ut] rantvilie, &
the con{fuex;.:n 2, °',h.G Cottonw ; \bou of the mlnm on Gold creek.
and the Deer Lodge, Thomes Lavatta - th the of
and Jos Hul had cabins, the place > the Multan rold things had been
being called , or ~ in the Negz Perces Indian
Fork, mterchnngably. - eountry,

Buch were the settlements In tho mountains, - In the summer of 1860
extreme eastorn pa
territory aa of June 1

Other Nelghhorl :

Other neighbors, but less numer=

Jons d!

Rocky mountains, in Dakota terrle @ snowshoes and shipped

In M on tom a gulches_

sour! valley, & few mmiles below the

-Capt, B, D, Plerce and five ¢omj -
d on the Den

tributaries: of the Clearwater river. :
That fall a small quantity valued at
4800 was carxied out by packers on - °
to Portland,
Walla Walla, the -

. Discoverles, were

by Fathers Jouph Glorda, Camilius .

down the Missouri, 76 miles from the .

the American Fur company, estabe
arge. Further eastward

, between Fort '
Benton and the older and larger Fort

tory and too far esst to be nelghe

news was published in the papers,
‘The {following spring came many
hundreds from California, most of
them traveling by steamer' to Porte
land, 642 miles from San Francisco,
and thence up the Columbia and
Bnake rivers 10 the mines. Others
flocked in from Oregon and Nevada.
By June the towns or Oro Fino and
Plerce City had come into a lively
existonce and the mountains . and
streams were being overrun by per-
haps as many as 3,000 gold hunters.
e on the

south fork of the Clearwater, hefors
! Elk City was started. In the fall rich

Pplacers were found still farther south, -
; on tributariea of Salmon river-—on A

small northern tributary where Flor-
ence sprang up, anhd o a southern
- fributary where the less important:
}Namnl. or Warren's Diggings, was
ocal

the "north wers catled
the cleuwsur, or Neg Perces, min
. and those at Florenoce and Warren's
were ‘known as the snlmon river”

mines.
“Migration of ‘6%

Early In the spring of 62 beﬁan Y

great immigration from the enst and
plrtlc\unrly from Colorado, or Pikes
Peak, 48 that entire reglon was come -
. monty called, The gold strike in the
vicinity of the present Denver o0¢«
cuma in 1868 and the area had
become populous, It was believed
"that all the desirable locations had
been claimed. gﬂu’x‘y who had been
one
stantly nrﬂvlng from thé states wero
‘moving or preparing. to move—on £o
the much heralded mines on the
Clearwater and the Salmon, far to the
orthwut. t.
Here 18 a descriptive letter:
“Elk Ctty, Wuhlncbon Territory,
“August -, 1862,
“s. 8. Ounh. Esq.

-

'Dear
“Lum Nuckolll i about to start .

lbll hpllh 'l"l. Bnaks river on &
rossed 1

bender, O n our wagon beds,
' We came in by the old Mormon fort, :
con the head of Salmon river, utt
our wagons thou and _pac

miles bere

tory. ‘Where the Mullan road croased .Where, and also at
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WESTERN MONTANA
AS IT WAS INI
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SCALE OF Mit&s .
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arg. still about 100





