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PREFACE

H:~I!:e:e~::l:l~oi:~!:;~~~:
men. 20 to 45 and averaging 30 years
ot age. A ti!W fort,~ninera from Call
fornla, but more trom other and l&ter
d1Jftrlcts, and as many more without
mining experience. . . .

Slt11led laborers and common la..
borers from towns and clUe.:; farmers
and farmhands: the unlettered and
t.he educated; unlon18ts and confed
erates; artisans, tradesmen, mer
chante, lawyers, doctors, ·englneers:
the health seeker and the bolldaT
excuralonlst; gamblers and thieves:

M1s&Ouri river steamboats, teams,
MUles and horae.. wagona and pack
trains. Long tedious, expenalve Jour
neys to the new El DoradO: rest1e.aa
goLngs hlther and yon, thNadlng (le
vlous mountain passee, trudging over
divides, down slopes, aC1'08l tiny. se..
elUded park8; puahlng on the heads
ot creeks. coulees and gulches: pros..
pecting sand and gravel ban tor float
gold-always proapectlng.

Men vaguely 8;1;pectant of .udden
riches. credulous of rumora ot newer
placers. Tenae. Indlvlduallstlc, daring
Men; lOme with tamU, 'Ues and loved.
tme. behind, with whom a nece88arlly
in~rmlttent and Irregular corre-

; epondence is carried on; other striv
ing to torget and conceal the past:
all planning to go ·'bact. horne" or

. 'to .settle elsewhere In the states ILS
aoon aa a desired amount 18 obtained,

This Is the story Of the gold rush,
whlch In 30 monthS ot 1862-64
brought to the previously unfre
quented country of the Beaver Head
no leu than 45.000 people, prOduced
'23.000.000 of gold and InCidentally
put Montana on the map: Plrat, a
panorama: then. In the contemporary
material In part ::II, c10eeupti of de
tached .eena..

To David HUger and J4ra. Anne
:McDonnell, Ubrarlan and aulstant

~~z:~~~;°iet~:e ~~~r1~;t t:C~:fe~:
publlo llbrary, for man, oourteal..
4xtendect, to JUdie L. I. callaway tor
".Iuable Wne.tlon•• anel to the pub
lic Ubrarle. ot CblcalO, Denver and
salt Lake City, where newspaper tUea
'Were examined, the writer expressea
h1al .Inoer. thanks.

CLYDE McLEMORE,

8TE.\.'fBO.4.T8 AND COVERED
WAGONS

Fwa";: :::. t;::'w:t: ~~~~
l"ort Benton waa ..11 but finished. Ita
buUder. Capt. John ::Mullan. U. S. A.,
brok.e wJnter camp at the mouth of
Big Blackfoot river and, with. party
of aoldler. and elvUla.n.. started to
tbe eastern tennlnua, Sixty miles
from the Blackfoot he came to the
croaslni at the American tork, near
its mouth, where were two or thl'M
ca.blns. occupied by the Stua.rt broth..
tors. Oranvtlle and James; ~~tn An..
derson, tUld Thorn.. Adams. Flve
mu•• abo.. tIM "ttltmtn' "nd n,a,
the toot ot the mountAlnJ, on. Atrlb..
\Itary of the tork, the Stua.rt., Ander
eon and Mama were carrying on plac..
er mlnlni' operations, &I waa another
party eonslltln, of A. 8. Bla.ke. P. w:
~Bud) McAdow, W. B. B. Higgins, Dr.
Munroe Atkinson and Henry (Gold
Tom) Thomas.

Captatn Mullan stopped to v18lt and
to mlLke observations ot the mining
activities. On the 26th and 27th, he
found. the Blak.e~McAdoo party took
tree gold from their suHee boxes at
the rate of '10 .. day a man. The
Stuart party was not doing so well:
:tor the two day. their boxes yielded.
only ...25.

These were the Deer Lodge mines.
Gold had been discovered here 16

yea.ra befont by Francois Plnlay. a
Bcotch-FreDch~IndiaD. Pour yea r ..
later .. amall group of tradera ha4
casually prospected the ~ek, when
they, too, found iold. In 1868 the
Stuart. a.nd AnderlIOD verified report.
of the earlier proBp8Ctors and I.llnce
the fall ot 1860 had been reatdtng
contJnuouaIy at' their ltettlement.
trading with .the Flathead Indians,
farming on a small acale, and min..
Ing Intermittently. Optlmlst.1c ...bout;
the diggings, the, wrote to their
brother, Thomu, In Colorado, sug..
gestlng tha.t be Join them. A short
time prior to Mullan's vlelt, Blake,
Higgins. McAdow and Atklnaon had
come over trom Fort OWen. Henry
Thom.. had been pannlng aand In
the vicinity alnce the lummer ot 1860,

MuUan thought the American fork
ought to be named Gold creek and
the auggestion we.a adoptt'd.
~ Their N'f'Ifl:hbOrs

Pol' neighbors the folk.e at the Deer
Lodge mine. had, In the Bitter Root
valley, Maj. John Owen. aRent tor the
l"1a.theacla and proprietor of For'
Owen, estabUshed A.S St. Mar)''' mls
lion by Fr. PIerre J. DeSmet In laU.
aold to Ma,or Owen nIne yeara later
and by him converted into a trading
post. Contiguous to the tort lived a
tew eettlers. In the valley ot the Fla.t
head rlver was St. 19natlu! ml8810n.
eetabllshecl by Ft. Adrain Hoeken In
1854. Six or eight mn.. north of the
miNion, on Post, or Crow, creele.
Michael Ogdenwu In charge of Fort

Promise.·of9oldDraws
Miners·.to):Vew Lands;
Com~onwealth,Born
In Montd.1ta.,.~ulthes

. By C1yd~,McLem.~~i>." '.-
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