LaBarge Piloted”

Boat; Culbertsons
Known by Author

Alexander Culbertson Mét Craft at Old Fort
Peck Landing; Mosquitoes Harassed . -
Passengers Day and Nightv.‘ ‘

By MARTHA EDGERTON PLASNMANN -
. Tribune Historical Writer, N s
1 o not remember the name of the
BUILDING of the Fort Peck dam y,at por whether-it was the property
across the Missourl and numerous of the LaBarges, although it was cer~
articles and plctures regarding it (gin they were in full. control.of 1t
brings to my mind recollections of pecause under Captain LaBarge his
the place, the peopls nnd incidents two sons served, ons in the’ capacity
connected With it and the trip down of gteward and the other.as pilot,
the river when steamboats stemmed ' The name of LaBargs is intimately
its formlidable current all the way sonneoted with the oarly days of Mone
from Bt. Louls 0 Fort. Benton 100§ tana and also with Great Falls, it
years ago. being asserted on the best of suthor-
In the summer of 1873 the United ity that Mrs, Joseph LaBarge was the
Btates marshal, Charles Hard, at- firaf white woman to view the Great
tached & boat whose captaln was that gy

I .remember littie 0L IN® passvugcis
qur t ‘carried, with the exception
of Fannie and Joe Culbertson, who
were going, the one to Blsmarck end
the other to Bt. Louis, ' Their mother,
a Blood Indisn, mentioned eariler, is
#sld to have been remarkably hand-
some, and Yeport stated that she, like
many of her race In' the northwest,
had ‘s strain of Freach. blood. Her:
children -inherited - their good 1looks
from. thelr mother, snd not from
their father, - »

Our trip down the ;-xn: would have

t for

famous- river msn, Joseph LaBarge, | was told that our captain
accusing him, I was told, of having ¢ne first stesmhboat to Fort Benton.

solg lguor to ths Indians, a federal

crime, . Whether the charge was justie

fiable is not for us at present time to

N determine, but I may say, if Captain
arge wers gullty, his was by x;:

It was many years before I learned
it was not Jossph, but his brother,

been hut he
attacks of & host of mosquitoes that
us day and nlght‘g;ﬂmc::a
wi! lew, They wore terrible. -
T e destated that in all Hia

who . the
feat, only to meet: death not long
afterward on the same river he"so

means the only boat that
the trade. T

It then being. August, with the
river falling dally, unless he could be
exanerated and the boat released soon,
it meant that under any circume
stances it could not leave Fort Ben-
ton that season. Colonel Sanders
acted as his lawyer, with the result
that he won the case and could leave
at once for 8t. Louis, his homs, but
delayed to await the arrival of Colonel
Banders’ family, who were going. east
on a visit, .

The company consisted of Mrs
Fenn, mother of Mrs. Sendera, who
bitterly opposed her daughter's going
to Montana 10 years earlier. “I shall
never see her again,” she exclalmed.
“Oh, yes you will, mother,” her son-
in-law replied. “We shall have you
out with us in a very short time.”
This prediction, unlike many, camse
to be true. Mrs. Fenn discoversd she

* preferred Montans to Ohlo, living In
Helena for most of the remainder of
her life, )

The river journey being compars-
tively easy, she selzed this oppor-
tunity to return for a few months to
her old home at Tallmadge, whers hes
only other child, Mrs. James Upson,
resided. (1t may be of interest to
note that James Upson was a great
uncle of Willam Haglitt Upson, a
magazine writer, Judge Willlam Up-
son, grandfather of the latter, and my
father were law partners for several
years.) . .

Mrs. Banders took with her her
three children, James and Wilbur and
Louis, the youngest, a little boy with
a large voics. I who had vmud‘ Ig

‘In 1863 came organization of the
firm of LaBarge, Harkness & Co, for

years of river travel he never saw, them
50 bad, - Wa rarely breakfasted any.
where but on the forward deok, trust-
[ing the breeve there would keep then\
in check, ‘It was umen, -We gen-
erally took’ our hot nls';u with“syrup;

Wi .

trading in the upper Missourt coun-
try. ‘Two hoats were. p ons
of light dratt, the Shreveport, and a
larger -oraft, the. Emtlle,

We. wore our coats tied, closs to the,
wrist: for prbmw)n‘;lna should hive:
it Yeo - g

idiary records that the Shreveport left
for Yort Benton  April 80, 1842, the
[Emille following May 14, with both
jboate loaded to capscity with passene
gers and freight, most of the latter
for the Indian trads, which then was
very profitable. June:18, at noon,
the boats were at Fort Benton, having
spent the previous night ‘s little
above the moutn of the Marias.

Hagknoss notes; “The river {s now

of the year and the mosquitoes ar
more plentiful than agreeable,

before' known; it s a .torrent. f,

goret with bim on this- initisl
who ‘shared with Mrs, LaB:

& distinguished party thet lef
Benton -June : 30 -on - the - trip. ., They

nighpr than sver known at this time jof

d again: . B Vo
“River four feet higher: thin ever [Fort:Pec!

Giles Pilley and son;Frank, Madame ! Songues wre:not to despise

been , p! with - . nets.t
The 1 pests tortured the children:
and. 1’3& Sanders -lifted his volce-
in angry: protest, much to the cone
cern of his andmothet, of whom he
wes the tdol, . R
I “Port Peck [ -
Onoe & few buffaloes were sightsq,
when every. male passenger hurried o
t his gun. apd ‘thers ensied ' s
usiliade’ that did not harm the buf
' faloes, while doing the men a world
0d. . It 18 unfortunate that we

1 never hear the storles they told
| Jot thelr prowess, .. . : . o
‘We tied up for a short time at the
k landing, nhot:long: enough

for any.of us 1o see the fort, which

romn
here to Fort Unton We were 34 days |Ws not_.visible .from: the landing,
in making the trip fromport wm"'- However, we did'sce Alexander .
Mr, Harkness had his daughter Mays :m who came. on’the boat to bid
-4

0 u‘; with »-ssck of dried buffalo tongue:

first sight of the falls. It w.:n' quite |10 be tarried to friends st B4. Lol
t. Fork

dren: goodby and - entrust Joe

‘The_friends never received: them il
o, Joe and I 'ssmpled them

were “Eugens Jaccard, Father Defimet, { 0n - the . rest. of . the 1ourney;“ bngj

LaBarge, Matgaret Harknoss, Mrs.-Cyls. 1810 tongues were far better,
e ¥ " s:k. W?G( 4 'This waa the only time I

bertson and . her ‘son

ur% 81 - O )

the . guide, the lastythree .being.on

horseback and the .o%h ]

bulance drawn by / four. mules, -
They started at 4.8, m, ‘and in.the

afternoon met . some Blood 'Inaians,

Helena since P

the party.
By Coach From Helena
e Ws traveled py coach from Helena
e, 463 Fort, . BetkoRe...

. 3 A
- Prickly. Pear canyom, over the ‘:gﬁ

of Mrs, Culbertson, who were
under ‘the ’infl of P«
ther DeSmet and Mrs, Culberteon.’ An
antelops .was killed' and  cooked for
.‘:P)l::r' and the party camped for, the
night, - . R N

road owned by King & Gillette. Aside

They started the ‘next smorntag bt

from this road, Which greatly con-i8bout 4 &. m. and -reached the falls

tributed to the safety of travel, the;
devastating hand of man had not as
yet destroyed the beauty or wildness
of this part of our way.

Near the southern entrance to the
canyon was located the ranch of
Malcolm Clarke, where James Fergus
and his wife then were living, In
the summer of 1873 » party from
Helena, consisting of Chief Justice
Luctus Decius 8. Wade and wife and
daughter, Major Vail and family, Mar~
shall Hard and his future wite, Bene
Jamin Btickney from St. Louis, Frank
Marzsh, and the Banders {amily, Mrs,
Fenn and myself, took a week's oute
ing in the canyon, making headquar-
ters &t the home ©f Mr, Fergus. We
had a
by recollection of the grim tragedy
enacted there four years earlier, when
Indians killed Malcolm Clarke  and
aeriously wounded his eldest son,
Horace.

.1 have heard Horace tell of this in-
cident. Accompanied by an -Indisn,
the two started to round up some
horses, when Horace heard his come
panion siuging the death song, and
knew 8t once what fate probably
awaited him, 25 he was in no position.
to defenid nimself from the shot that]
passed through his face, coming out
near the ear. He fell from his horss,
but did not altogether 1ose conaciouss
ness, :

Indians came to see 1f he were dead, ) OF

and, deciding he was, hastened away,
leaving him to paintully crawl within
hearing distance of his home, where
his cries brought his sister Helen to
his ‘assistance. Bhe dragged him ‘to
the house, barricaded the door of his
) room and dressed his wound. He

recovered, dying but recently, when' o

well over 80 yéars of age.
At Sun- River Crossing.. = .
On our last morning befora reach-

, ing our we f

about 10 &. m. Madaime LaBarge snd
Margaret Harkness left ihe ambu-
lance, ran-to the .%o nt whers the
firat glimpze could " had, and are
the first. white women to have. seen
the Great Falls of the Missourl, They
found the way down to the' river with
difficulty, and, ‘looking up, saw the
falls in all thelr beauty and grandeur,
1 have quoted the Harkness diary
at some length, as comparatively few
genom now living hers and st Fort
enton are familiar, with, the events
narrated. . .
A -fort for thé Indian. trade was
bullt by LaBarge, Harkuess & Co, at
the upper end of what is now. Fori
Benton, and named for  Captain. La-
Barge, The latter, with his wife, vis-

‘lwd the town of Cottonwood snd war

50 pleased with its location that he

o ¢ hig
to that plece. Encoursged the
proepect. of & real estats bo&?g, ™

3 13
few. persons .llving "in Cottoriwool
y d 1ts: d and
rechristened . tha town LaBarie .City,
the. expansive mind of’ the plonder,
ever hopeful, seeinginevery. dolleg,
of log. cab!
6
by W. W. DeLacy; onve
snother Appt{m- Deer,
1t managed. to retaln;
. The m

o, Yook od

ozt

; L

the menial plitute df - !

that Umo has not. blurred..’ Captain:
LaBarge was of :medium’ helght and
stockily bull, . He was dark of coms
plexion, a8 .we, generally expect
Frenchmen to be, temporsrily forget.
ting. that many of. them. are as. falr
as Scandinavisns, With, good “fea
ures, K halr and eyes and dignie
fied bearing, he looked the command«
or he was; an appearance gained from
his lifetime offort to learn the moods

&t Sun River crossing, my first view
of thag river, or of the valley through
which 1t flows. That afternoon we
srrived at Fort Benton sand went dis'
rectly to the boat, which lost no time
in taking in its cable and making a
few hours downstream befors dark.
ness,

of the
this he was fully versed., No other
river captain of pllot xnew them be

or, . .
His son, the pliot, contrasted strike
ingly with his father, being tall, alene
der and a declded blond., He was
®» handsoms man, but his looks ‘did
not detract from his ability as a pte
lot, His brother, the steward, seemed
& compromise In size and come
plexion between’ the captain snd ple

Merrill G. Burlingame Special Collections Montana State University Do Not Duplicate Without Permission

lot,- although bearing & closer resems
blance to his father, 4

A et i

ors in an i played in
s [ d AT

ver ‘s
Alexander Culbertson, and 1 did not
he

remem
man and decidedly Bcotch in . featurs
and colering thet matched his name;,
for 1t was sandy. Thers appeared to
/| be nothing about him to indicate tie
| foroeful character he must have baen
{and that history . ahows. . Sseing
Major Culbertson proved to be the
last notable occurrence of our tiver

Journdy, : R
Wo left the boat at Sioux City apd,
Yhue awsliing. the train, thought. 1o

reat 8t “a’ hotel, ¥ Uhiortunately,” wa
were to discover the fnsect pest was
Bot confined to the out-of doqgrs, No
one dared lie down becauses of eager
bugs the bed~_duelosed,mhlntlng for
blood,: -That - evening - we - took - the
tain for Ohlo, .~ v . . -\ ‘
Lo a Bome. Agents Wealthy
1 Befors olosiig, I cannot realst. nare
i| Fating what I heard at Helena regard.
ing kn Indlan agent at Fort Peck that
sdmirably lilustrates tne .pioneer. at-
titude toward the Indians, This man,
of whom I have: read laudatory artle
¢les, was, yeported .to have saved (7)
:ﬁool:t% gnu&or nl-,rylo( $1.800, or
| e 8. marvelous *
8300000 . e, Tarvelous sum of
1 told this story once to an old
;who knew the man, remarking
that 1t exemplified & remarkable in-
stance uf thrift, and I wish to record
hl,'md It wl;;lad:ouom:. G
53 n.a man such a position
he.takes.his: life in his hands, an
hasto do somethi;

¢

qQ
ng to get even.” And

they, sgenta and t.ndenf' did so-with s
yéngeance, . aé: we, sre  just beginning
to find - put. :: Sitting Bull made: the
disoovery. earlier -and the :defeat of
Custer.: was :an.- abortive. attempt. to
2qualive’: matters. for his’ race.., The
FOOUIL we. KDOW, . C L yea . w
e "
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