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·.seEAK'NG Of BOOKS
R····EADERS';;;~~.'"'·at'.'.• ".':-. B;. J. DONALD ADAMS . _Inthe~ of the

" this time of~, 10 I1sta of .' .. - journey to justlfy the old quip
recommended !>ooJra, euDed from .huinan reistions, wm gradualJy' that DO eighteen_tury Eng­
the _'s outpDt. Somewhat take Ita pIaee among the .Amer- _._ would set forlh for the
-:Y, but with the thooght of. - iean elassiea. I gave a copy of High1ands without _ maklDg
_ ~ .may be clU\&ppointed In this book to Stefan Z_lg when IIis wIlL '. _'. _. .... . .
the I1tera<y ~-of;.:-u:·-.he:setouton the journey to S~ Conrad Ia lmeof those

. 0Iristzqaa stoekiJIP, this cIeplIrtc c,'Brazn Which was followed by IIis : Wliters of nneommon quality wbo
, . ment, .whlch,keeps one .foot .!'" :: trsgie death. ."I eami<>t under-' Ia suffering a temporary- ee\lpse.

••oIder. ground _the~t _ slaDd," .he wrote ~.be lIadHis work waa uneven, and many
"pnbIIaliIng _offers todaY a'readlt, "why • writer of this - readers have had !be JD1sfortuDe '

few DOt ao recent titles, as alter- 'ea!iber Ia DOt better ImowD In of approaehing .him throoghthe
.. ·.natlve. or_supp1emelltary ,fa,re. Europe." ,_~ ,_ wrong book. Nothing of his. I
.'The _ to which I shaI1 refer.. G _ ," .. ' . ..., think. better rep.-nta his quality
"do DOteonsu_ allat of fa>orlte} OOD bOoks &bout"~Ameri~"' than ''LordSim,"emtiodying, as
. booka,but· they are .all, to my Ifcan Indian are few, partieuIarIY It -. .!be ~hstaDee of 114 attl­

.. mind, exoeptionaDy good •ones ~ _ which Blake It poesihle for us .- - life. It Ia one of the
. -that; for one ........ or another, ,. to _ him as a hWDlUl being. ODe few -. that. _ a tzuty

;=:;;:~},y lof the -. Wlitten nea.rly forty ~"':'='.ODac"~ of time-

~
yeara ago,ls stlU In print, though_ _ ,'.". :,~.",".-.,.,_~.. ..=:':.~go~~.~.It..•.•~~::..~~by~amesla ·••·.k;;, ·u;.,.:·~ii ..:·_".Vtt·.~1Jy,:r •.

: Who lIave been enjojlng.Louis Willard Schultz, author also of a .. man wbo_ died In a -desperate_s "P1eulmt Valley"- Jarge number of - Indian storlea'- reocllIDg after an Ideal of conduct
_ find -equa1 pleasure In an ,for XOU"&' readers. Mr,. Schultz,w!Ilch lIad'e1nded him·1n life. A.
eadIer book of his caned -n>e,_ Ia stlU liVing Went out from responsible officOr, he abandoned
Farm." I lIave never .cared ..!the East to Fort Benton In the. a _bled &hiP and Ita passengerB

-greatly for'Mr. ·_s fie- lSeventies, married a BlaekfootagaiDat prlnelplea .. <Jl ~
tion, but !be family hiatory eon-( woman, and lived the life of the' whfdl were sacred to hIm."~.
ta1Ded In '"JIbe. Fann,'~ In which )trIbe while the buffalo were stlU situation, as Conrad contrived It,.
Mr. Bromfleld'seta clown his own (plentiful on the p1ah>s. George p........ta such a IangIe <Jl concrete.
American inheritance, helonga on IBii'd Grinnell wrote In IIis fore-. right and abstract wrong, that It
!be same ahelfwlth HamlIn i won! to the book, "Such an InU- Ia dIfflcuIt for any reader to say
GariaJld's "A. Son lJf the KiddIe mate revelation of the domestic what he wou1d have _ In Lord
Border." He wrote· it, as !be life of the IndIana has never he- Jlm'a place. In a time when the
dedication Informs ..... for his . fore been written." and "" faz as element of moral .....met baa
children and their de8eeDdanta: I know, the same statement could -.. notably absent. from our
"If any one else liIres it," he be made With equal truth today. fDDetlon, "Lord Jim," for many
added, ...... much !be better." It ")(y LIfe as .... Indian" Ia <>De - do not know It, -.ad be of
Ia aD honest and deeply felt hook, of the. most fascinatlDg. pie<ea of exceptional interest.
with a very livlDg _ of.Amer- '~can autobiographical Wlit-. Readers of '"lbe Edneation of
iean portraita; and it suppliea~ Ing. . Henry Adams" are legion; those
background tor the return to ObIo For every five readers who en- who know him.as a Jetter writer
whfdl Mr. Bromfield has recorded joy dipping Into Boswell's "Life are eonsiderBhly fewer. The two
in "Pleasant Valley." of l0hns0n" (It being one of the .volumes of his _denee

O books moat perfectly suited to are among the - reading of
NE of the finest of American that method of reading) there is that.~cL Not only are they

novels has been out of print for probably but one Who knows his exceptionaJJy readable as letters;
several years. "The "nme of Kan:' ".Journal of a Tour to the Hebri- they form also ~ admirabl~ sup­
by Elisabeth Madox Roberta, Is dea." It has always been a mya- p1ement to the 'Education,' su\>­
shortly to be republished in an tery to me how Boswell ever Sue- plying. as they do. a cloeer
ediUoD Illustrated wttb. woodcuts ceeded in persuading Dr• .Johnson knowledge of the man who wrote
by Clare Lelghton, It Is my own to make that journey, but make It that most reticent of aelf-ana1­
finn eonYiction that tIWJ story of he did, with surprising relish, and yaes.
the tenant farmers of Kentucky. Boswell's record of the trip re- This is a random little list, but
80 richly indigenous, 80 .fresh in maIns as one of the most enter-. there is appeal in it.. I believe. fOY
Ita folk quality, ao deeply per- . taIntng s=unta of tr.....1 ever a c1Jversity of tastes.
eeptive In Ita handIiDg of basic written. even though nothing DO NOT FOItGIT THE NEEDIEST

We find it -baI'd to under­
.stand the RusstanB (or, more
accurately, perhaps, their mas­
ters), but it seems to me we

'are in equally urgent need of
understanding on~ another. and
the chief burden of that need, I
think, reata On the _uldera of
the East. The East mmply
doesn~ know enough about the
West and Blakea iDauffIelent ef­
fort to learn. In the same way
the CanadiaDa are faz better in­
formed about us· than we are
about them; we forget that the
kid brother Is getting to be a
big boy now. Too IlUUlY of ua
are ignorant of the faetthat he
Is handling some of the prob­
lema we have in common.more
tairiy and more JnteI1igently
than oursetYea (as waa the ease
With raUoning In World Waz n
and has always been the case in
his treatment of that most
trampled npon minority of them ­
all, the Amerlean Indian).

\Y/HATI lIave _ saying Is,
I't::ow, very general in charac­
ter, much too lacking in specific
detaiL ThIs column Is not the
place for the elaboration that
is needed. My reason tor writing
about these matters at all is
that I believe the writers of
this country, by movIng'in on
a new literary frontier, can. do
a Jl""&t deal to spread informa­
tion and understanding where it
Is needed. Now and then, regu­
lazly as thO equinoctial distUrb­
ance that has been _ up
the weather, some critic in Lon­
don or New York ann()UJlC.8,
that_the novel ia ·on ita last legs.
Though rd prefer a _
ruder and more vulgar eom­
ment, "Stuff and ftOD8eIUJe!"
man do. If a few more novel­
ists would get over their green.
.sickness and stop fiddling with
best-seller formulas or· tigur·
Ing out new ways of shocking
the daylights out of .. remark­
ably shock-absorbent genera­
tion, and turn their attention to
some ot the reaDy meaningful
phenomena of our time and
country, the general falUng--off
in fiction NJeI might not be 80
painfully spparent.

OF BOOKS
By J. DONAlD ADAMS

J1O!Die gulf as deep as that
which separated North and
South lIhould arise. it could be.
Our dally preas doesn't do
enough to bridge the differences
by way of mutual UDdentand­
ing, and the writers of our fie­
tion do liWe more. Out of this
deep-seated separation between
East and West rIse8, of eoune,
the question of isolationism and .
the equallY urgent question of
the relaUve Importance f", our
future of Europe or the Far
East. As yoti travel -west the
Importance of Europe dimin­
iShes in popular conception;
that holds all the way to the
West Coast. even though the
West Coast cities are DOt West­
ern In the senae that Spokane,
Denver and the smaller commu-

-"ltles of Wyoming, MOIItana and
IdBho are. If the West Coast
looks back to the Eastern sea­
board culturally, eoonomlcally
It has always been co_ua of
tt'" lands aerOsa the Paclfle.

oNIt: of the ~table reac­
tions of the traveler in the
Northwest Is a Bharpened .......
of the fundamental unity un-.
derlying not.only the states
which compose it but embrac­
Ing also the Canadian provlDeeB .
of Manitoba, Saskatchewan; Al­
berta and BriUah Columbls.. The
range and direction of their fn­
tereata are identical; they are
parts of a giganUc and rapidly
growing whole. They feel With
& mounting Intensity that their
problems and even their atti­
tude toward lite are not under­
stood In the East and that the
capital of the United States Is
steadilY being moved from
Washington to Europe. They
are as aware as anyone else of
the contracted world we live in
and of this continent'. unavotd­
able global involvement, but
their ideas of how we should
conduct ourselVes in this new
situation are far from identical
With th08e prevalent on the
Eastern ....board.

SPEAKING
BILLINGS, MonL

YESTERDAY, 88 I came
down through !be great

Iud1th BasIn (one-tlme stom\>­
ing ground of Cllarley Russell.!be Monum.. _y artist,

many of -. palntlJlgs-the
most authentic ever done of the,
old West-enlJven the lobby of
the Norther Hotel here) I fell
to thinking ~t maybe I Bhot
a bit wide of the marl< In wbat
-I oaId two weeks ago aboUt "the
homogeneity wbich, as a nation,
we once bad. and 10Bt.'· Have
we eYer reaDy been a homog­
eDOUS people? We were once.
to a faz Jl""&ter degree than
DOW,. in our racial components,
but· were we ever tully 88 in our
__ and In the values by

which we lived!
In America thel'e hu always

been a frontier (It lies today In
A.Jaska. into wbiCh new eeWers
are pouring ateadily)-and there
.... always been conf\lCt bP.­
tween the frontier and the older
settlements.. Their ways have
never been alike; their values.
san for the love of fnedotn and.
the belief in American deatiny,
have never been the same. Until
North and South look divergent
paths economically (an indUs­
trial ft. an agricultural econ­
omy), which led them to civil
war, they were actually more
homogeneous tban were their
eutern and western divisions..
They are becoming so again as
the South enters its present
phase of industrial expansion,
but the cleavage be-tween East
8ZId. West remains. It was not
this cleavage. peculiar to our­_eo, that Kipling had in mind

when he wrote that Dever the
twain should meet. but one
1IP'OOdera sometimes Whether the
phrase Is not equally applicable
to the United States.

CERTAINLY I have been
made to believe 80 on this jour­
Dey... I always am whenever
I come West again. Another
ciTil war in the United States
Bee11\8 to ua unthinkable and. no
doubt, Ilea beyolld the margin
of probability, but if an eeo-




