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A l(efu.i'ilJsc:enceof
Kobten~Ii;',iB"'own

:(By Joseph C'-Cosley)
:'Jack"$tr••t had' ridden a 'lIe.·blttenelulIl»- .th'l'aTj> .,prUce :tr••, , to thl

colt to 'my ahack on Bolly Rlvor, to rIght 0:' the cabin &nd below the high
••e It I would 10 and, br:eak ,Iomo, bank. ~. ,sa"" .omethlD~ move 011' top

fyoung horae, tor hl~ and· Kootluat,. ot thl'eahln root whleh (onn.d a
Brewn, hi. partn.r on a raneh In the' ,hel(er to the porch. Now, this ,hack

'Waterton Lake" diBtrlct." He would ,wai built 10 close to the edge "of the
have ~eturned bome tn the late bour. ,))auk that the roof of the porch pro­
of that same da,Jf I b"dnot perau&d, ',fected "IOlne few teet beyond., ..nd •
e4' him -to ,re~&ID ,.lv,err DJ.ht•. " ,,' ',,', ,1 ha~ been built 00 the .round

j,\1That evening we 8at~bEkore t1fe:ftra.~f:~~e porch to prevent a~'1
pla.ce and exchanged irem,arks' about:' ,~Uttng out over the ba~k,
hunting big game, In th.' Rocklel. was 40, teet high and, qutt.
Then"hl;, conversation :4rlft84 'upon all .t~e'p." Steps were .made, from tb.t
Inclde~t whtch bad ocoprred to 'him door to the bottom. wh.er~ & Iprin, ot;
and John Oeorge (Koolenal) 'Brown clear wat.r 1I0w.d do!" th:ourll, th.,
at some point. west. at the )lounta.lnl. he,~vy .pruoe treel..", ""
A. he re,tUled:b,11 pip... h'e',sal.d:,,"" .'., We saw at·once,.that the

"Do 10U know ,Kootenai, th', 'old object on the Toot wal a tar teolt'.I" t~'JIl$a4' dad 'I'h

d~~~\;" &In:n8~:~:~e~~~:iiidrcflbUt'Jl ; ::~,. h.:u~~t:tJ~~~\~· ;:~w hu*.'~t:~tr.~l\teD~nQUI:eer"4 &n:
enough .to. know hl-.a•• 1 ,w'''ld'''.1, ,atche4, bl.,m unUl he bad cU.d:QI:~~:-- ' '·i;.' \'~4.; " ...

.... " ....... I b d d tl 1 d' ht 1t ~fJCoti4&l ,Bro~':lOt,'P. _lUng:
cl~,ser trlend. , w~ e~ul:jusf~~~e,~h:h:t~.O~~'tl~tk but he,_al p""'e: H~. lat4, I. trembUu,C

WeH. he Is a queer ft8h~&good over the m~und ot snow he,ha~tp11ed lfaDd"oD,hl.':&houlder w"re the bear
Bllort, a great hunter. but at ,time,1 ,he around him.' It we hadu't, JeeD,'hlm :&&d bitten., him .and 'tttd: "Qulek
m.akea a Kreat blunder ot :~httlg•. wheu moving up· there we. would, h..... ",~I... 'Wor~". qutc~ '..work! "y~,(1 axed, l\4D:

':8Xcltfld." .No. I Ihould: "T', he doe! took him tor a pl1e,ot~r.4dlsh.~~WD ju.t.. ~01\It,,",_·dI4thJa . kOIl me:
even when not exalt,ed. He II & tUDnY mOil P.ut there. W. laid>.our ':tbtuea .Dd~>lloticed the wouu :"&lu"1 aero
1;0&11. hard-headed'.1 I ever ,knew; to down.' quietly, .n4 I wl1llpertd:,-, to 10UI,! .But Koote~a1 uldu't Ita7
have htl own way and dl.resard every.' Kootenai to Ihoot him tram. "b.rt, th,r.', to look tor hll ~lIow. metal
thing that 18 pOIslble to., be . 'rIg~we, IIto04. '", It was onl,. 40 y.r4~,~d~ 'wh,I~"., he; had dilcovered 40" ,.ears
that you 8-8Y to him. Now. tor'ln- tant to the' cabin. ,," ,,:J'. {;" acor", .' , ' :.;
It;,nce. he, made the toulest·blunde~In, "'No: he said, 'I can't ·Ir"'lil~;hel.d) '!.1VhY ,~tdn t 70U Ihoot the bear In
m7 presence that almost cost hl;mhls :and I tear a clean mlas U r gl"'::.J:a.IIJltbe,~tlad when he wal trying to climb
I1te." Jack 'turned.,. his tace away .to a random shot. Let's· ;0, .1I,ulet17' ,to tb:" 'cabin to. get you?" I said. ,"You
hide tbe severity which he aSBum.~ the cabfn 'and .hoot him from';uD~flr b8t!,~ :finest opportunity to blow hIs
in the. very. thourbt. of It. .. ' Ulo'porcb.: through the :,cabla. "roof'" brallll ,out at that Ihortdlstance. I

,"That'. nothing; we "'h'ma1l:"·blun~/"IBut.' Kootenai, the coverlngof'the, kD&.... he' had made a er081 blunder
ders, more or lell,' in the coursl of cabin il a scoop roof.' I prote"ted. whlo')l, he '&., yet had Dot ,Iven &
our· Uves, even.· though' we, ,are ..p~~- He· paid no' he~d to that .s he ,,~am.. tho 11 .'.,. . "
fe~tly normal In nature an4' havlnl' Ined,·hls .SG-40" now cocked and}t~ad:r d,Dtthlbk ot,that. , He
ctear· conception· to· see Itralch!;" 'ltor',:10i1&nt· use. He walke.d',"'",few he.·spoke" for he knew
remarked. He looked at ml·,anc! .tepa toward· the Ihack and ,looked ,In mind; but 'I didn't lay
ImUed. . .,.', . .., "'.",,,'.. : back to ..e It I was comluc. ".' \ ,!.~ ,;turned hll face awa7 and. .al~:

"That 1810," ~e 8a,i4. "We can~. ·"~Ye."but I can Ihoot betweea"the l . the confouuded thine strapped
other teHows','faults, butw" cannot craeband ,Iethl,m l\1re,~ "he,;, .,..14. al'911 d"m-e,t~o"': . ,.',': ' ."
lee ours. : But t)lere are fellori':JJhO That was hll Anal remark, _d, 1,;kD.ew ," 'men, :I ,feel I8Orrr,~ tor thellt
are habituallY' blunderers. "Yet ',KbQt.•.J:uli "'ali bull-headed.,",' : :', .. ',\"'~ J.c. tteet. 11es .burled ¥dflr .. an al'~
enal ill·not'a.man'ot that'''ot1;'"eufJ,.. ~·~,if.We .advance4. cauUous'b',,<etltnbed· .lan .. of lUOW which has now turn~
when' he makes oueitt,'.,..". noUce- ~h. earthen ltepp &1)d Co{''U~d"r the ed,l -glac~e,r In, G~t C&J;Iyou, at the

~~~l'~at lort of .·b~~le~~'dO~""~; ,:~r:::ut:.:::~~e:~f~~t:',.:,~$::a::~(=~~)~~~.a::u~oe~
nlUallT make lh.at ton 'II)I.O.Uld percel... :l11nucht ot unlocklng.th. dci~.tO......k 111"".• ,to the I.OW". I.ata III

,''Wlth dl'SU.~'."·1 al~d b;' waTot. 'J!t1UC.• t" t~. cabtn.tn ca... :th., ,bla,. . ~,park. ',: "
;·.torUnghlllloll·.wlth lID ~Planatldn, ifaa ' 'WoundOd and lIlade tOil .•', ,I'
':H•. CI.ar•.dhl•. thro.afl ibrugg.ed h.I" !.'dn ~th•. do.o.ran.d,..atohfd.•KO.•t.i.·,lIhoulder. and erolse4 "hll: lUI u he . t, ho 'was now polnUnt and:'

·~aclju.ted' hlm.eltt. 'b.gt",wlththlo .r.wlth the muul.of. ill rill.
" Itory ,of old: Kooteu!....BroWJ)f ,,,,, .. ,. a ut:·"berehe thought thi' b~ar'
, "No,. h. I•. not a· .lo...·wltted '.1· "OIIld: 1I1co1T,be. ' ThOU. h.: tOok' aJIIl

f~,;r; I-h~~e:'I'::~'Dl~h~~~:i a~s:~~:;'~, ...~.Ita~~)iI.~ '~b.';ll1lni
; 'quick :..hell, lomethlllr .lIprf~81\-,up~4- ot feet, &·lou4 .stoan, which· ,tDdlcated

<lenlT that 'require, ,UShtntnr. IalIllnr a rrow~' and' .tbl e••aklns ·.ot th.·
tbonsht·to.qulck a..on. Now,h.ra ,cOop. nlid.r lIle"lieav:v' ....I.ht ",Ith'
,. on. IIllatak.I'Walit"to t.Il·T ·that... avtlound allra lac1< ot ....d hid
,wal· lur. &' blunder!'~'He to, ~l,.'falleJ1:·to·the '«round. Bruin
"ac.d. lIle/0hla .Y.I/.twiUkle ~ped d~.p\'ObabIT,w.unded
; I'It ...... '111 the Iprlnr .f, t"lliO:t,·w.uldfollow! WI
nlll J.t ·th., ,no... ij1·ln ' 1hourll~' qdlct, lDou.h to IcIT,'
the tllllblraand a II.w lar.reft . that;»r.blllll.W• ."er. at the m.rcy
In. tho,lIata .!ha.\ K••t•.nal. ~~.l.Ill8:.:ch.ad. ..I.tliil. '.h.a. • .It h. I""'.' att.r u.I•.. ' "

'. ""tftttad al:l4,.latt forKOQla'!Wtlall\l ,,,~~.,ar.'r. lII,fo' Itl'l,q1l1ct\1:
;""''':-;,'~l!ICt!nJ;~:I'.. " flo.......
c, .. ,lo""",sold·:tht4cl1, 'hOd·'ound, .. . ..... KI/~

',<;;iICt.•a.":r,g.:·"w.e callli to .th. lIlnuth. alid at..tb.• lam"l4llll. ".a1d.;'llIiIOCkthl>
'~l, a .call 1>.' thr<l;.;.h; "'hICh~.. " 1Il~ 1f1iWt .. I had no" tlme'no." to look
, ':\y~~.a.~; ~wat.~ .1<Ied. do ,'orth~ Itpr\that 'keywhtch .K.oote.n&!, ha..d In
, ;.~ar41"w1th a~ex ena1oD~ of ...1 11at ~.;,OWD,"Docket'. .".. .' ,;"

~llot" 'Ide"i. ,ThkI.".gl 100.k.d'SOO.d..toi)""'cumb.·. th.e ."ea.bl.n' .. roof· "'0.r" run
, '~f\~, :;~?I~a::~~~ :::t l~~t~t.b~:: =~n11·.' ~~:m~:n~i~r ~',,~:~I.edAt .~:

hr.ee,t.· Kootet,laf,lald that thtr. "al J&'m8".ttm& J' IcaJe;«~the roof In' all
·K914 and it could' easily b.•.tat.•n. 'out 1~lt.aJrt•. I' looked' down anc}.,Jaw,<,the
ht"ethese grave' 'beds•. We had "Ieen ..bear' DOW approacllln"g ,the lfOrch' with
plf~nty ot .llgn(..".. 'Of larce,.lame-:... :yel, m(n~thopen,KooteDal 'Br9wnat thll

,audl0tDe grlza},P ·tracksln 'the' land moment, 'took to' htl!' teet' around. tbe
tast a., ,few fe~.. ".;;,~~m ~ur·. u.nt:,. ", .. ,,\' cO~ller,ln the OPPOBlte:&fectlo.n from

,. ,"The· next" iif1h'ntnr we .moved ·OUl' whence' the bearwa•. advanctng tap.

~~I::l!a~~;~:~~~:~l~~~':i~~l;o~~~~ ~d~!:'Rt~:for YOUr'l1t~!>1.7~e~··a~~ln
'p~.D ,and· rt.~r:,"",e, procee"e'd'tor the to 'Kootenai, and, the: bear "'''a.rd me.
br " 'Which l.a~ot,more tha.n a.'quarter He:'turned."and staTted. baclt'j.o, get it
bt· a mile ;'weetward. We pr'!'lpected meb'om the aide ot the shack. Wav­
all right tu;ld".. foUD(t .omecolora.too: Ing'my hands to .ttract ;the baar, I
but we grew/, tJred Of racing about on shouted:to Kootenai to turn' back, as

~~rl~~ ~:~~'hjU~O:::~tlf~r,~:~'::e~ ~~:t~te::n'~h: :~::~l::'l~P~:1ih~h~
lent. 'so we proposed to, co up tbe IIlde ot the rooflngs and clawed hard
creek and'investlgate farther up. The to get on top. Heh&d lIucceeded In
country had been burnt after: Kootenai puUln, himself' halt way up when 1
had bef!n. there. and now .. torest ot spied .'stick lying near my fef!t. I
lodgepoles, had Iprung up with' amal" picked. It up,' and slammed, three or
tng' rapidity until lOme of" them., had tour Itrokes on the bf!a~'s, ,head and
at~atJ;1ed the height ot 30 feet or more, pl."'" :which made him let go hIs hold,
we,t ot: the er••k trolll thl bank t. and h.t.n back to the sroulid ju.t
th~,toot,ot th~'mountafn.was a'space al'Kootenal came running under him,
about 1500 1ards, untouche'd', by 'fire. and the bear and KootenaI went roll..
and in 'this heavy' timber' ~008" and In'C"down'the' bank to the level ground
.lk. had T'ldednp during' the' P..t below. " "
Winter. .', .\" ,', " ."1 jumped, ott the root just·' al he
. ,uWe didn't 10 far, 'As a matter at yelled out to me: 'Shoot him. he Is
fact'w.• 'found.nothing up there. So biting me!' I, picked up tbe rUle
w~',retbrned,·to the shack prett~ well where' he had dropped tt, and In an
~ll' .tho atternoon•. A. w. round.d a ,tn.tant 1 was 10 teet trOIll the bear.




