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"..,./",,,,, "" ,,1.1,,". "·"Ii",, or M'm- A Blacld'lIl1t Indian lluntt'r-By Carl BllcllIll'l'
t.l111n bell'"s gn:atcr sl~nHlcnncc or Is
morc interesting from nn historical
point, or vll'\\I t.hnn jill' old Fort nf'l1­
IIIII nlllllllllllll.)' 111111 II.... l:'IITfllIlldllll:

:~~~':l~l:i~c '~~~~~ ~~ 1~1\1:~ 1~~~~rIILrt~~; .~ . t·~, "
town 'hn!. w ....rf', more thfln n century ~•.
IlJ:n, till' find Ilcl.lvr: 1'0.<;1." of Ihp AIIl­
I"rkHIl J"IlT Cu.; It wn." Ilf'rc thnt lhr
white man first became acquainted
wUh aboriginal northern central Mon­
t.ann.

Th(, ..dlM'alllln of llll' slL,' of J;'nrtl
PII"~:11l III l!l~{j was of vas!, hlslorlcnl
RI~lllrlcnnce. for the csLnblishment or i

thnt l,'acling post at the mouth of theI
Mnrills In HI3I was the absolute be­
g'lnnlng or tiling.'; In northern Mon­
tana. so far as the white Ulan Is COIl-

ce;~lC,~~s nn Indispcnslble service t.hatl
the r\lr traders and frce trappers per­
forllled to t.he country-n servIce that
no other men of their Umc were able,
or at least. willing. to do; they were

t.he explOl'ers. the trail-makers for
western clviliznUon. !

Genera' Crilt.endcn. our fh'st au_/,
thorlty on the history of the fur trade, I,
Sfl\'S of these men: "It was the rov-
Ing trader and the solitary trapper I
who first sought out these Inhospitable I

'wilds traced the streams to their,
sources. scaled the mountain passes. !
and explored a boundless espanse of _ !
~l~~~~t~~';d '\~~~:r trr~~I~ ~f~~:. ~'~I;~

JlL';t how much this nation owes to =!~~~~::'i=~~'I==d';b~~===========,=
thc.'ie fur traders of n century ago for As the presence of these suspiciousIThe Plegans no longer believed the
their successful fight to prevent the red men would prove a great embar- representations of the Br1tish traders;
section of the Rocky mountain country rassmCllt in the building of the fort'l they saw no snare in the hi~her prlce~
which Includes Montnna ~rom being KJpp soug-ht to pursuade them to offered them for their furs, and soo

I tnkl'll ovC'r by the Hudson ... Day cO'j wlthdrn.w unlll his fort had been com-I Lhey were besieging the fort I.n
I for the DI'IIL'h omplre wllI prObably ploled. promising U,at It Sllould be'l'nsions tllron~s to b~rter their

l
'llCVl'r be fully renllzcd. Anti. possibly ready nnd opencd for trade In nbOtltj peltrlcs for the white man s goods.

to 110 olle man Is due ,A'reatcr crcdlt l75 dnl's. The Indians conscn(..ed with In a very few days Klpp had se­
for braVing the Hudson s Bay Co,. In apparent good humor, but Kipp's In- cured 6,540 pounds of beaver skins
the unbroken wilderness nnd beatmg terprelel', Burger, overheard some at/ upon which he realized the n~xt.
the Canadian fur trnders at their own, the chiefs laughing together and sny-, ~pring $46,000. This was ~ transactIOn I
game than to James Kipp, one of the Ing that when they got the White men: rarely equalled In the annals of t.he
first white men to engage In fur trad- shut up in the pen they were building., fur trade "nd amply compensated hIm
ing In whnt 1s now known as the state they would be easily surrounded and 1 ;01' ~he gift of a single barrel of
of Mont:m3. Hnd It not been tor thls l put to denth. The Indians departedj nlcohot whlch had sufficed to make
man Montana ml~ht now be IncludedIas rapidly as they had come, leaving I ::00 ~allons of Indian Whisky. Having
wi{.hln t.he boullded confines of the three of their head men at Klpp's re-

I
'r.ompleted their trading. the Black-

Canadian commonwealth. quest to protect them frOm the sn- ftet departed for the north. ,
COlnpanies n.,Ule for Tr:;uTe !noyanccs of straggling bands. British Incite Rlood Indians

TIle climax of the war between thel The butldlng of the fort progreSsed, Oreat was the chagrin of the British,

~:I\\~~ ~:;~t::n~;ICt8~O~~;.t~~~~~s ~e~~ ;~~I~~;dt:::,~ II~f~3i~a~~sI~~~p\~;:'~'n;~:;.~':.':e~~ ~~~~~ ~~~r:~~~n~?V~I~t~;,Ju~;[
~~~~ri~~K;~~ieco~h~~f F~~·~!.o~ni~~ (~~:I~~::~~~te~10 °iee~ ~lt3,Cl~~d~po~~Ctl~:i~~de~ I;~~g~ie~n~)~:~a~~II~~etl~l~dth:'~'d~~~~ I

cntcd at. the mouth of the Yf'llow- of whIch there were three Inrl::.e btllld~ I (CanadIan tribe of the Blackfeet nn-:
stone), decided to make a bold bid for, Ings of, logs, designed as qual tel'S fOl IUQn). to undertake reduction of the'
Ihe Blackfeet Indian trade by estab- I the mono stock hou.so and the tradIng i fort The Hudson's Bay men re

pre
-!

lIshlnq a trading post at the mouth of i room. Tile gate was protected by nn I sent~d the Americans as scoundrels of
the Marias river. It was Jnmes Klpp I enclOsure 25 feet square, {.he palIsades I't,he deepest hue. whOse sale object wasI
who first urged the wisdom of thisl standing 25 feet above the groUnd,:!O plunder and destro~' the I1ldlll.ns
course. pointing out. as he did th~ fact: anrt the Interior of these being com-. nnd take from the Indians their lnnds.
that this great volume of profltabl.e. manded by loopholes for cannon and. They appealrd 1-0 the greed of the
trade was then going 1.0 t.le HUdson s I small arms for the main fort. ~ !lloods by picturing the J!reat stock of

I Rny Co.. nne! that It ncv('r could 'Je ~ i ...;;:....:lo 'Veil S..I:~.. · .. (merchandise they WOUld secure by
won for Ule Amf!rlcll.n traders unless I Promptly on the 75th day the 10-1 taking the pos~ Rnd killing the traders. I
the dnngers Incident to establIShing, dlans returned in full force and were The Bloods, convinced of the wisdom
such a post in the Blackfeet country ast.onlshed at what they saw. EV1-, or following this advice, consented to
were braved and friendly relations de-I deoUy they were unprepared to wlt-I attack the post and prepared to do so
veloped between the savage Blackfeet ness such strong detenses and such as SOOn as sprlng came. !

and the MIssourI rIver traders. I th readiness to resIst .ttack. They were. In the meantime the garrison ad
Due to the bllter hostility 0 e l sullen and refused to trade. Pllchlng: F t Plegan whiled away the winter;

Blnckfeet toward the Americans. a. their lodges in the neighborhood, they/ of0;831_32 as best they could and were'
hostility engendered and loslcred b~! hovered SUllenly about the oul.5lde of yearnIng for the appro,ch of sprIng. I
the HUdson's Bay Co. as a measuret °e the post. plaInly showing their llI-leeJ-. Earl In the spring. a Plegan' Indian
trade, McKenzie at rtrs;I'n°fi~~n ~y Jog and distrust. ,Iarrl~d at the tort and dlselooed to!
suggestion. but h,e was a y KI Alter exhausting all other measures Klpp the startl1ng news of the In-I
the fo;ce "cf K~prh~ a~~~e~t, t~~d ex:'~ to Induce them to trade, Klpp resolved tended attack. (It might be said here I
dW,atr p ~cetlnad to build Fort,Plegan. upon a grand stroke of gen~roslty. that the Bloods were of ~ far more

on es e rightly concludIng that Hudson s Bay Isavage nature thnn the Plegll.nS and
Building ot Fort Plegan, Co had been active In. prejUdicing the nn attack tram these warriors was i

In the spring of 1831 the part~ Pi~gans against the American tradersImuch to be dreaded by the white I
started from Fort Union. It consistc at this new post. Klpp was aware of traders.> About 100 cords of wood had
of 44 men and a 50-ton keel boat

l
what the Hudson's Bay Co. paId tor been cut. and Kipp at once had this I

laden with a valuable cargo of Indla.n furs and pcll.ries and he offered carried Into the fort. after which he'
tradlng goods. In due. time It reached greatly increased rates - sometimesIturned his attention to the cutting at!
the mouth of the Marias river. Upon three or lour times as much as the a great Quanllty of Ice to SUPPly them i
the day of arrIval at this point there

t
BrItish gnve. At the same time, he with water In the event at a Siege_,

was not an Indian to be seen, but the !.old the chiefs that. he would give This done, he was ready. and in a few
follOWing morning 500 lodges Of. the a grand treat to prove the Uberallty days the Bloods arrJved to the num­
Blackfeet (or Plegan) Indlan~!Of the AmerIcans. He then began op- ber of about 1.500 hIdeously painted!
swarmed down upon the traders an Iening kegs of trade whisky which he warriors. Finding the gates securely I
filled up the valley with their lodges. had brought lor the purpose. Soon fastened agaInst them the Indians at,

every Indian in the great camp was once surrounded the post and openedI
in a state ot in!.oxlcation. fire at long range. They graduallyI The whJsky was given out lavishly grew bolder until they came near
for three days, and the Indian camp enough for the garrison to return the I
was the scene of carousal and maUd-I fire wIth tatal effect Nevertheless II
Un Joy Then KiPI' said that his sup- KiPI' had wisely decided to fire upon I
piy had become exhausted Such them only at the last extremity. as he I
liberality astonished the Piega.ns and desIred rather to concillate them and I'
elevated the Al'Qerican traders to a secure their trade, than to incur their I
place in the estimation of the red

l

hostility He therefore, ordered his)
men higher by far than that in which men not to fire, but to let the Indians I
they helel the HUelson's Bnv Co men sec thn.t he was constantly ready !.o!
When, they asked, wn.') such a thing repel any attempt to carry the place,
known, as a camp of thousands of by storm I
souls given nil the whisky they c....u1d
drink and kept drunk for three dl1....s




