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_ There was 8 boy Sy the name of Eugene August who wanted me to go to
Indiana with him, He had run away from home, Ne was gone about eight years
;frem home, and he knew that I had run away from home, so he wanted me to go
with him and we would have a lot of good times, he said. 8ald he had e
whole lot of sisters, _

I told him I would go, but I had to pet a pair of boots made, so I
went and ordered the boots and they would not have them ready until Sature
day night, Well, I think it was about the next day he eame to me and told
me he would have to go right away, He had got & man in his place and he
would have fo get back pretty quiek. I would not go without my boots.

My brother always kept telling me to put on his boots, He always
hed niee boots and he kept telling me to put his boots on, so I mede up my

“ mind, I did not know if I could wear them, HNe wore a lot smaller boot
than I did, but I said to myeelf "I will wear them if it kills me."

8o I told him I would go but I had to go and get some slothes, I
thought an awful sight of my shirt, cdat, vest and boots. When I had that
on end a paper sollar and a neek tie then I was dressed. I could not make
énough money to buy underwear, I had to keep that to spend, I had.to have
enough money to spend. I liked to run arcund awful well,

80 I went up town and I bought a little valies, I bought two nice
white shirts, two nice white starched bosom shirts, I bought two boxes of
nise paper collars, linen ooilaro; and three different'neek ties, You eouldw
see those ties a block eff, They were flashy; they were pretty nice, I |
thought, I tried to buy a pair of acéks in there but they were all too
heavy end thick for me, I knew I had to have & thin pair of secks. I went -
into two different clothing stores be%gre I found socks that wouia suitv me,
and I found twe paii of nies, thin, uiik socks. Beught them and then I
went in a drug store, as I was going home and happened to think of it, and

bought two cakes of Castile soap, I knew I would have to use them,
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MSo I goes down to the voarding house and I takes my brother's boots
and takes me in a room and I whittles up one bar of this Castile soap., I
shaved it all up in one bunch and then I rubbed the instep and around down
close to the heel and leg of the boot, and then I soaped my socks well, the
leg, instep and heel, and then I tugged and pulled, and pulled and tugged
until I got the boots on. I stood up and loocked at my boots, and My Golly
what a pretty set of boots I hed, I had a niee pair of bvoots,

Then we got ail ready and started for the traln, We had to go to
Indiena, I did first rate until I got on the trein and after I got on the
train I was there only a short time until I knew I had a pair of dancing
boots on, I could not keep my feet etill. They were going &8ll the while
and I was wishing to gét off that train, and when they sung out "Crow
Sstation" I was tlckled to death, bee&uno.Ixnew there was where we got off,
I had'been dancing from Chicage ¢lean out there with my dancing boots on.

I could not keep my feet still at all,

There we took a itage out to Cedar Lake, ¢he;e were two ladies in
the 8tege and onegentlemen, and us two made five, We went on and we had not
gone very far, going through the timber and plehty well in the night, until
all at once the axle broke, Well, I was tickled to death to get out, on
account of dancing all the while in that coach with those dencing boots on
my feet, I was denoing all the while and could not help it,

8o me and my boy jumped off and helped them unhiteh the hoxses, I
was awful tiokled to help them unhiteh on secount it eased my feet walking
around, When we got them unhitched the stage driver said, "I got to put &
lady on this horse and another lady on thii other horse, and this gentlemen
has to ride this horse and I got to ri%%:this other one, and you can stop
here end build a fire and stop in the coech, end I will be back here

tomorrow and pieck you up."
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"I had never been out in the country before, out in the wilds so far
weat, and I was scared of the bearb, tigers and all the other wild &nimels
and so I would not camp, but he wanted to build a fire., He was used to the
prairie end wanted to build = fire‘bup I did not, The driver said the;e was
& house ahead, 80 I}pioked up my little seatehel snd made him go, but every
stéf seemed like ten miles.. My feet were in such misery with those boots
on. . . .

"~ We kept on walking and walking, and I thought we had walked a good
many mi}ee, but by righte we had wslked only & little ways. He sald, "Look,
there is someone camping over there. It is a fire, Let ue camp here."
Seid I, "No, 1etvus go and camp with them," 8o we started and we had not
gone only & little ways and we saw that we were looking through a window~
into a fire piaee. It was a fi;e place in plﬁce of & camp fire znd in a
houses, 80 it tickled me and I rushed up to the door and I rapped., They saild,
"Come ing" and opened the door, There was an old man in there, an old
woman and two nice looking girli; I asked them if we couldn't have some
suppsr, breakfast and & bed, and they said, "Yes." The driver had come by
and told themqwe would be there pretty soon, so they told us to set down and
they would have something ready pretty quick,

As quick as I sat down again mybdanoing boots began to work and I
couldn't keep my feet still, It was no time until they called us in to
supper, . They had chicken and everything; they had an awful nice supper. I
tried to eat because I was awfuliy hungry. I tried but I couldntt, my feet
wes dancing too much and I had to wait until they got through eating, and &as
quick as they did I got away from the table and asked to retire,

He 11t‘a little piece of candle about fcuﬁ inches long and he walked
up to & corner that had two poles and Tittle slats nailed across to make a
ladder to get up to thes second floor, up %o the loft, and he took us up
there and at the other end of the room: there was & little table and he set
the candle on it and went back downstairs,
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" There wsre a lot of dressas hanging around the bed and we had a lot

of fun about eleeping in the girle! room, I wanted my boote off, so I tugged

and pulled until I got them off, end then we went to bed.,

Ve had no mora than got to bed a few minﬁtes, I dontt think, when
"Rap, Rap" came at the door, and the old folks said, "Come in." - Two young
fellows came in and they talked and said they were glad to see them and
everything. They talked there for a while and then the old men exocused him=
#21lf and said that on account of being old, he and the old woman would go
to bed., |

After they went to bed I began to hear them-downstairs. I heard *Chog
Choo,™ and then "Tee, Hee" and then the other, "Choo, Choo", and it was
going on for quite a while, This boy with me said, "I may know them young
fellows, I will get up and see. They are courting." I said, "What!“ ‘"They
are courting," he said, I did not know what that courting was, and he s2id,
"I will get up and gee if I can tell who they are."

80 he getq up ahd it was nothing bu* a common board floor and you
‘could look through the eracks. I was in bed =nd he got up and began loocking
through the cr&oks. I notlsed the firet tning that his head was dodging
back and forth, first one way and then the other, and I began to think thi;
courting muet be something awful nioce, so I thought I would get out and seé)
what courting weas,.

I gets out of bed and I could look straight down, but I began %o look
firet one way and then the other, 8o a% once I raiged my eye up and saw at
the far end of the room a big knot hole, I made up my mind if I could get
at that knot hole I could see what courting was, and so I put cut one hand
and as I reached that up the floor would squeak, squeak, end I would put down
my other hand and the floor, By Golly:m%ould keep asqueaking and I would hold i
my breath, But, I kept going on the while %o this knot hole, When I got to

i1t, I put out one hand on one side of it and I reached out my other hand and
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put on the other side, and I was down on my hande and knees, and as I reached
over to look in the knot hole, up went one of the hoards and down I went, I
fell right square on my back when I hit the floor below, It knoocked the wind
out of me, I got up asrqﬁick.aa I qould. These boys hollered, "Murder,
murder!™ They ran out of the house and shut the door, so the girls could not
‘get out., They were awful scared., I gueass they tought probably the Devil had
fallen through.the floor,

8o, when I got up I started to hunt the ladder up., They started shead
of me and were running around the house, and I could not find the ladder,
They kept hol;pring, "Murder§ Murderi" all the while, This old man ran out
of whére he wes slesping and we both ran right together. Ae he come out qf

 the room, I ran right up against him., Said I, "I am used to getting up in
my sleep, I must have got up and fell through the floor," end I said "I
c&nft find the ladder." He lit another piece of candle and .showed me the
way ﬁpQ

This Eugene August, I was with, had half the sheet shoved in his
nmouth to keep from 1aughing. _

The next morning I gets up and I had an awful time getying my dancing
boots on agaiﬁ,_an awful time, I waited until breakfast was called befbre I
put ﬁhem on, I did not want them on any longer than'I could help, 8o I
went down to breakfast and they were all rsady to sit down, The two girls
sat on one side of the table and me and this boy sat on the other, They were
looking &t me all the while, and I was pretty hungry, and was eating as fagt
as I could, They were all watching me and I was eating just ae fast as I
couid eat., Every little while I would throw up my eyes and I could see
they were just looking at me, and I w&g eating.

The 0ld man got talking to this boy and saild, "Your partner had quite
an accldent last night. He got up in his eleep and fell through the floor,

He said, "Oh, yes. I heard them boys when they come here and I thought I
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might -know them and I got up and was looking thréugh the crack, so he got up
and you #8e that knot hole thers, He went over to look through the knot hole
and there was where he fell through.,"

I could not eat my breakfast after that, I sould not eat & thing., I
‘could have killed him for telling that.f The old man said, "You must have been
here before.," He suid, "Oh, yes.” "What is your nahe?“ ‘He did not let him
xnow at all, | | ‘

We stayed until towards evening again and the stage come along mmd
then we had to go on, and went to Cedar Leke, There we got our supper, bed
and breakfast, and this hare boy asked the landlord if hevcould hire a team
and driver fo go out to August's plaee; He s2id, "Yes," He called a driver
in and told him to hitch a team up, and By Golly, we would be ready to go
out, 4

we got up in the morning and had breakfast, and after breakfast this
young fellow stepped up t6 the counter to pey his bill and the old fellow
took a pencil and went to figuring out what we owed, and he had about
figured when the boy told him that hé wanted seven pounds of soap put on
the bill, gnd the old fellow jumped clean over the counter, dropped his
pencil and hollered, "Mother, Mother, I found Eugene August} I found
Eugene Augusti' '

The old fellow would not let the driver go., He :a;d, "I found
Eugene August and I got to take him to his father," 8o he drove the buggy
out himeelf, about eight miles, to his father, and when we got out near his
fathert!s place we seen a,w;gen coming and he said, ﬁvhare is your mother,
father and sisters." They had a regular, big wagon and it was chuck full,

We drove up to them and this man stepped out snd stopped his team to be

sure the old men stopped his and they ‘dpoke, The first thing this man said
~ was, "Do you know this young man, Mr., August?" and , "Do you, Mra, Augustr¥

They said, "No, no, I‘do not," :"Do any of your giils know him?* "No, no."

He said, "I have fetohed seven. pounds of soap." They all jumped_éut of th;
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wagon‘ahd I have never seen a yeung'fellow kissed so mush, His mother,
. father and sisters all kissed him, |

80 we had to go to church with them, and oh, I had an asful time in
éhat chureh, I newver was in a church like it before, They wouléd kneel dowa
and stand up and do 1t'again, and at last I could aot go through the perform-
ence , and the two girls would push me and tne old fellow would push me, the
same a8 though they had known me all their life, anc when we were kneeling
they said "Get up, they are all 1ooking at you,"

Well it was mo time until church was out and then we went home. When
we got home¢ his mother told the girls to go and smother a hive of bees and
fix a room upstairs for our roonm, Théy fixed the room up and they put a
- four quart pan of honey up there in a comdb and lotas of oake en the table, and
this boy we went around, The o0ld man gave me his shoes while I ﬁas there;
I couldn't wear them dancing boots any more,

Ve stayed there pretty near a week and the boy said, "Letts go on,
You don't know my mother., She is awful mean, She is good now but if we
stay she will be mean, If you wait until you found out what my mother 1is
you won't want to come back agaon, so let!s go as I have to get back to
Chicago."

We started for Chicago after ge*ting ready, When I got back home I
always swore that I would never, never again in the world wear dancing .
boots, and I know that when I see young girls and boys in a dancing hall
- they must have dancing boots on like I had that time, |
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