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"'here WM·a boy by the name of Eugene August who W$R.t''''.e to get to

Indiana with him. He had run away from home. He was gone about eight years

irem home. and he knew that I had run away from home. ao he wanted me to go

with him and we would have a lot of good timea, he aaid. 8aid he had a

whole lot of sistera.

I told him I would go, but I had to get a pair of boota made. .0 I

went and ordere4 the bootl ana they would not have them reacly until satur­

day night. Well, I thin~ it was about the next day he came to me and told

me he. would have to go right away. He had got a man in his place and he

would have to get baok pretty quiek. I would not go Without my boots.

My brother always kept telling me to put on hia boots. He alwaYI

had nioe boota and; he kept telling me to put hia boots on, so I made up.y

mind. I did not know if I oou1d wear the.. He wore a lot a.al1.r boot

than I did, Qut I said to myaelf "I will wear them if it killa ••• "

80 I told him I would go but I had to go anel get aome clothea. I

thought an awfUl aight of .y ahirt. ooat. vest and boota. When I hac1 tha,t

On and a paper oollar and a neck tie then I was d~eased. I could not make

enough money to bUy underwear. I had to keep that to spend. I had to have

enough money to epenel. I liked to run around awful well •.

80 I went up town and I bought a little vali.e, I bought two ni••

white ehirtl, two, ni.e whit. starohed bOlom shirts. I bought two boxes of

nio. paper oollarl, linen oollar., and three different neok ties. You could.

see those ties a block eff, 'hey ~ere flashy; they were pretty niee. I

thought, I tried to bUy a pair of sooks i.n there but they were all too

heavy and thick for me. I knew I had to have a thin pair of socks. I went

into two different clothing store. b~~~re I fcuaQ aooks that wouiQ .u~t me,

an.. I fOWl.. two pair of ai.e, t.h1a. 'ilk socke. Ie." them and then I

_ent in a drug etore, as I was going hom. and happened to think of it, and

bought two oakea of Oastile eoap. I knew I would have to u.e them.
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So I goes down to the boarding house ancl I takes my brother's boots

and takes me in a room and I whittles up one bar of this Castile soap. I

shaved it all up in one b,moh and then I rubbed the instep and around down

olose to the heel and leg of the boot. and then I 80aped my soeks well. the

leg, instep and heel. and then I tugged and pUlled, and pulled and tugged

until I got the boots on. I stood up and looked at my boots. and My Golly

What a pretty set of boots I had. I had a niee pair of boots.

Then we got all ready and started for the train. We had to go to

Indiana, I did first rate until I got on the train and after I got on the

train I was there only a short time until I knew I had a pair of danoing

boots on, I oould not keep my feet _till. They were going all the while

and I was Wishing to get off that train, and When they sung out "Crow

Station" I wae tiokled to death, beGause I Inew there was where we got off.

I had been dancing from Chicago clean out there with my dancing poote on.

I ~ould not keep my feet still at all.

There we took a stage out to Cedar Lake. "I"here were two ladiesill

the stage and onegentleman, and us two made five,., We went on and we had not

gone very far, going through the timber and plenty well in the night, until

all at onoe the axle broke. Well, I was tickled to death to get out. on

acoount of dancing all the while in that ooaoh With those danoing boots on

my feet, I was danoing all the While and could not help it,

So me and my boy jumped off and helped them unhitoh the horses. I

was awful tiokled to help them unhitoh on aocount it eased my feet walking

around. When we got them unhitohed the stage driver eaid, "I got to put a

lady on this horse and another lady on this other horse~ and this gentleman

he,s to ride this horse and I got to ride this other one, and you oan stop
•.:1,l\'

here and build a fire and stop in the ooaoh, and I will be back here

tomorrow and piok you up.-

...
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- I had never been out in the country before, out ill the Wi148 10 far

west. and I was soared of the bears. tigers and all the other wild anima,le

and so I would not oamPt but he wanted to build a fire, He wal used to the

prairie and wanted to build a ~ire but I did not. The driver said there was

a house ahead. 80 I picked up my little sat.hel end made him go. but every

step seemed like ten miles. My feet were in such misery with those bootl

on.

We kept on walking and walking, and I thought we had walked a good

many miles. but by rights we had wa.lked on.ly a little ways •. He sald, "Look.

there is someone camping over there. It ia a fire. Let us camp here."

Sa..id I, "No ,let U8 go and oamp with them." So we started and we had. not

gon.a only a lit tle ways and we saw tha.t we were look ing through a window

into a, fire place, It wa.s a fire plaoe in pJ.aoe of a oamp· fire (::,nd in a

house. 80 it tiolled me and I rushed up to the door and I rapped. ~hey said,

"Come in," and opened the door. ~here was an old man in there, an old

Woman and two nioe looking girls. I asked them if we oouldn't have 80me

supper, breakfast and a bed, and they said, "Yes." ~he driver had oome by

and told them we would be there pretty loon, so they told us to set down and

they would have llomething ready pretty qUick.

As quiek as I sat down again my danoing boots began to work and I

oouldn't keep my feet still. It was no time until they oalled us in to

supper, , They had ohicken and everything; they had an awful nioe supper. I

tried. to eat beoa.use I was awfully hungry. I tried but I oouldn't, my feet

was danoing too muoh and I had to wait until they got through eating, and &1

qUiok al the~ did I got away from the table and asked to retire.

He lit a little pieoe of oandle about four inohes long and he walked

up to a oorner that had two poles and';rittle slat. nailed aoross to $&ke a

ladder to get up to the seoond floor. up to the loft. and he took us up

there and at the other end of the room-there was a little table and he set

the oandle on it and went baok downstairs.
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~here were a lot of dresses hanging around the bed and we had a lot

of fun about sleeping in the girls' room. I wanted my boots off, so I tugged

and pulled 'Wltil I got them off, end then we went to bed.

We had BO more than got to bed a few minutes, I don't think. when

"Rap, ~ap" came at the door, and the old folks said, .Come in.~ Two young

fellows came in and they talked and said they were glad to see them and

everything. They talked therefor a while and then the old man excused him­

self and said that on aooount of being old, he and the old woman would go

to bed.

After they went to bed I began to hear them downstairs. I heard "ChoQ

Choo," and then n'T'ee, Hae" and then the other, "Choo, Choo", land it was

going on for quite a While. This boy With me said, "I may know them young

fellows. I will get up and see. 'T'heyare courting." I said, "Whatt~ "They

are oourting," he said. I did not know what that oourting was, and he said.

"I will get up and see if I oan tell who they are."

So he gets up and it was nothing hut a oommon board floor and you

oould look through the oraoks. I was in bed end he got up and began looking

through the oraoks. I noti.ed the first tning that hi. head was dodging

baok and forth, first one way and then the other, and I began to think this

oourting must be something awful nioe, so I thought I VlTould get out and see

What courting was.

I gets out of bed and I oould look straight down, but I began to look

first one way and then the other. So at onoe I raised my eye up and saw at

~he far end of the room a big knot hole. I made up my mind if I oould get

at that knot hole I oould 8ee What. oourting was, and 80 I put out one hand

and as I reaohed that up the floor would squeak, sqaeak. and I would put down
.. .,,~

my other hand and the floor, ~y Golly, wou.ld keep asque~ing and. I would hold

my brea.th. But, I kept going on the While to this knot hole. When I got to

it, I put out one hand on one s ide of it and I reaohed out my other ha.nd and

~here were a lot of dresses hanging around the bed and we had a lot

of fun about sleeping in the girls' room. I wanted my boots off, so I tugged

and pulled 'Wltil I got them off, end then we went to bed.

We had BO more than got to bed a few minutes, I don't think. when

"Rap, ~ap" came at the door, and the old folks said, .Come in.~ Two young

fellows came in and they talked and said they were glad to see them and

everything. They talked therefor a while and then the old man excused him­

self and said that on aooount of being old, he and the old woman would go

to bed.

After thsywent to bed I beg~ to hear them downstairs. I heard "ChoQ

Choo," and then n'T'ee, Hae" and then the other, "Choo, Choo", land it was

going on for quite a while. This boy with me said, "I may know them young

fellows. I will get up and see. 'T'heyare courting." I said, "Whatt~ "They

are oourting," he said. I did not know what that oourting was, and he said.

"I will get up and see if I oan tell who they are."

So he gets up and it was nothing hut a oommon board floor and you

oould look through the oraoks. I W~i in bed end he got up and began looking

through the oraoks. I noti.ed the first tning that hi. head was dodging

baok and forth, first one way and then the other, and I began to think this

oourting must be something awful nioe, so I thought I VlTould get out and see

What courting was.

I gets out of bed and I oould look straight down, but I began to look

first one way and then the other. So at onoe I raised my eye up and saw at

~he far end of the room a big knot hole. I made up my mind if I oould get

at that knot hole I oould 8ee What. oourting was, and 80 I put out one hand

and as I reaohed that up the floor would squeak, sqaea.k. and I would put down
.. .,,~

my other hand and the floor, ~y Golly, wou.ld keep asque~ing and. I would hold

my brea.th. But, I kept going on the While to this knot hole. When I got to

it, I put out one hand on one s ide of it and I reaohed out my other ha.nd and



Merrill G. Burlingame Special Collections Montana State University-Bozeman Do Not Duplicate Without Permission

*5.
put on -the other side. and I was down on my handa and kneel, and as I reaohed

over to look in the knot hole, up wantons of th.e boards and down I went. I

fell right square on my baok when I hit the floor below. It knocked the Wind

out of me. I got up as qUick a.s I oould. "'hale boya hollaret'l, "Murder,

murder I " ""hey ran out of thl!' house and shut the door, so the girls oould not

get out. ""hey were aWful soared. I guess they tought probably the Devil had

fallen through the floor.

80) When I got up I started to hunt the ladder up. They started ahead

of me and were running around the house, and I oould not find the ladder.

They kept hollering, "Murder' Murder!" all the While. This old man ran out

of where he was eleeping and"e both ran right together. As he oome out of

the room, I ran. right up againet him. Said I, "I am u.ed to getting up in

my sleep. I mu.thave ~ot up and fell th:r;ough the floor," and I said "I

oan't find the ladder." He lit another pieoe of candle and,showed me the

way up.

Thi. tugene August, I was with, had half the sheet shoved in his

mouth to keep from laughing.

The next mor,ning I gets up a,nd I had an" awful time getting mydanoing

boots on again., an awful time. I waited until" br.eakfast was oalled before I

put them on. I did not want them on ~y longer than I oould help. 80 I

.ent down to breakfast and they were 9.11 ready to sit down. The two girls

eat on one side of the table and. me and this boy sat on the other. They were

looking at me all the While. and I was pretty hungry~ ~nd was eating as fast

as I oould.. They were all watohing me and I was eating just as fast as I"

oould eat. Every little while I would throw up my eyes and I c,ould see

they were jUlt looking at me, and I was eating,
'~1!i'

The old man got talking to this boy and said, "Your partner had qu1te

an acoident lallt n1ght. He got up in his sleep and fell through the floor.

He said, nOh, ye8. I heard them boys whell they oome here and I thought I

*'5.
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$ight-know them and I got up and,was looking through the crack, so he got up

an~ you ••~ that,knot hole there, He went over to look through the knot hole

and there was where he fell through."

I could not eat my breakfast after that, I eou1d not eat a thing, I

could have killed him for telling that. The old man la14, "You must have been

here before." He s&id, "Oh, yel." "What il your name'- ,He did not let him

know at all,

We stayed until towards evening again and the stage oome along aBd

then we had to go on, and went to Oedar Lake, ~here we got our supper., bed

and breakfast. and this here 'boy asked the landlord if he could hire a team

and driver to go out to August's plaee. He seid, "Yes." He ealled a. driver

in and told him to hitch a team up, and !y Golly~ we would be ready to go

out.

We got up im the morning and had breakfast, and after br.eakfast this

young fellow stepped up to the counter to pay his bill and the old fellow

took a penoil and went to figuring out what we owed, and he had about

figured when the boy told him that he wanted seven pounds of soap put on

the bill, and the old fellow jumped olean over the oounter, dropped his

pencil and hollered, "Yother, Kother; I found Eugene A~ust' I found

Eugene Augusta"

The old fellow would not let the driver go. He said, "I found

Eugene August and I got to take him to his father," 80 he drove the buggy

out himself) about eight miles, to his father, and when we got out near his

father's plaoe we seen a, wagon coming and he said, "There is your mother.

father and sisters," They h&c1 a regular, big wagon and it was ohuok full.

We drove up to them and this man stepped out and stopped his team to be

lure the old man stopped hisartd they ';Poke, The first thing this Ilan said.

was, "Do you know thil young man, Mr. August,- and, "Do you, Urs. AugustT'

They said, "No, no, I do not," "Do any ot your girls know himT" "No, no."

He said, "I have fetohed seven,pouD4s of loap," TheylLll jumped-out of the
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and there was where he fell through.-

I oould aot eat my breakfast &ft~r that. I Gould not eat a thing. I

could have killed him for telling that,. The old man laid, "You muat have been

here before. - He said, "Oh, yes." "What ie your name'" 'PIe did not 18 t hi.

know at all.

We .tay84· until towards evening again and the stage come along and.

then we had to go on, and went to Oedar Lake, ~here we got our 8UppeX, bed

and breaktast~ and this hare boy asked the landlord if he oould. hire a team

and driver to go out to August'. plaee. He .~tid. "Yee." He ealled a driver

11'1 and told him to hitch a. team uP. and !y Golly. we would be ready to go

out.

We got up 1m the morning and had breakfast, and after brea.kfaet this

young fellow stepped up to the oounter to pay hi. bill and the old fellow

took a peJH"~l and went to t1gur.1mg out what we ewed, and he had about

figured when the boy told him that he wanted seven pounds of .oap put on

the bill. and the old fellow jumped olean over the oounter, dropped hi.

penoil and hollered, "Mother, Ilother, I found Eugene A~\1.tl I found

Eugene Augusta"

The old fellow would not let the driver go. He 8aid, "I found

Eugene Auguat and I got to take h1m to hi. father." 80 he drove the buggy

out himleli) about eight mile•• to hi. father, and when we got out Bear his

father'l place we.e•• a, wagen ooming and he said, "There 1. your mother t

father and aiaters.- They had. a regular. big wagon and it was ohuck full.

We drove up to them and this man .tepped out and .topped hi. team to be

lure the old. man ,topped. hi. and. they t~oke. The firat th1ng this man la14

waa, "Do you know this young man, Jlr. AUgu8t'- aad, "Do you. Mrs. Auguet'­

'rhey aaid, "No" no, I do not,- "Do any of your girl. know hi.'- -10. BO,'

He aal<1, ~ I have fetohed .even. poua4. of leap. - 'he:rall~UJDPed.out of the
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wagon _ad I have never a.e. a young fellow ki••ed so .ue~. His mother,

father and silters all kileed him.

So we had to go to ehureh with them, and oh. I had all awful time in

that ohuroh. I ne~er was in a churoh like it before. They would kneel dowa

and stand up and do it again, and at last I oould ~ot go through the perfor~

anoe • and the'two girls would push Ile and the old fellow would push me. the

same as though they had tno.. me all their life, an~ '6hen we were kneeling

they said, ~Get up, they are all looking at you."

Well it was .0 time until ohuroh was out and thea we .ent home. When

we got hom, .his mother told the girls to go and smother a hive of bees and

fix a room upstairs for our room. They fixed the room up and they put a

. four quart pan of honey up there in a oomb and lots of oake on the table, and

thil boy we went around. The old man gave me his Ihoel While I was there;

I oouldn't wear them dancing boots any more.

W(II etayed there pretty near a week and the boy laid. "Let-. go OJh

You don.t know my mother. She i. awful meaB. !he i. iood ..ow but if we

stay .he will be mean. If you wait until you fouad out what my mother i.

you won't want to oome baok agaon, 10 lett. iO as I have to get baok to

Ohioago. "

We Itarted for Ohioago after ge+ting ready. When I got baok home I

alwaYI Iwore that I would never, never again im the world wear danei.g

boot I, and I kaow that whe. I lee YOUJlg girls and bOYI i:n a dancing hall

they must have danoing boots on like I had that time.
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