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CHIEF CROVvTOOT 1830 - IS80.

·4-~--~~-.i~~---------

The life of Chief Crowfoot brings forward to the reader
an o'L'ttstanding example of how Honesty,Integrity and Prudence
existed even in a time before a person could be trained to know
the Fundementals which make up great statesmen. It is also.
fitting here to mention the fact that Chief Crowfoot ( E SAH
PO MA KSI KA) did not acquire the role of Chief because of his
war-de(~ds or scalps. He never was a great warrior, neither oan
he claim a family tree of great warriors. But as he possessed all
the former mentioned goodQ,ualities, along with his fidelity to
his friends, his calm acceptance' of the inevitable, his .great
understanding and adaptation to things as they Came along, gained
for him the respect of,not only the Blacl~oot Nation but also
of all the other tribes he came in contact with. The following
concluding entreaty of all Blackfoot speeohes was originated by
him: "MOKAKIT KI AEKAKIHAT". (Be wise and persevere).

He was largely responsible for the faot that the Black­
foot nation is one of the fevv who aC8epted Treaty \vith th,e Great
White Mother without much persuasion and can rightfully claim
that they assimilated thel11selves';'!i th their white lzlrother most
readily without any iII-feeling or suspicion.

The Blackfoot p:epper',lrs amongst themselves subdivided
1~to Gens or Clans. We mean by Blaokfoot proper, the tribe who
'have the above name by which thay are distinguished from their
closely related brother trioes, the Bloods, the Peigans and South
Peigans which make up the Blackfoot Confe:i.eracy. There are nume­
Gens or Clans but as we are dealing with one individua.l, his oJ,.an
alone is given. Crowfoot's early manhood name was KA YE STAR OR,

"or Be.a.rGhost. Bea.r Ghostoame from parents!ho were highly res­
pected in their day, a.lthough his father before him was like
himself, not a. fammlS warrior. Many Names,father ·of Crowfoot
belonged. to the Gens or Clans originally called SE f:E KSIS TSI MAX
meaning the nClan with the marked arrows I' This Cl an made des igns
on their bo'w's and arrows by heating some obj ect and using it to
burn the design on their bows and arrows. Later tJ:lis Clan
were more popular under another name which was more widely useEl.
It was T'81 KE NAKS or the nMooassin Clan". This mame was given
to them by s eme other Clan vt:li.th which some rivalry e:x:1sted suoh
as atll11lttio sports etc. .

CroV''lfoot was born as far as the Indian ree ords shew in the
year l830. Hoy; the years are traced back to the year he was born
will be given later. These are also the offioial reoords ltept and
used by prominent llvise old Indians. It may be truthfully called
the nBlackfoot Calendar" to that period.••

Crow'foot's boyhood days were uneventfUl
den twhen hahad. a v:isii()n wh:ile

. ., bei:n~ Q$'lted.• · .
.·i·,=:"---:;Geth·e:r·:'~

Be at once -understood. th,,,t this cUd not m';J6D he would become
VilaI' Ghief. but by mainta.ining pes.,ce and order and teaching broth­
erly love, returning justiC3 for evil~ Be would become GrStn~

. Sachem of the Blackfoot. Con:dedaracy. A pair of c~l:f'sk.in 1
usually wo~n by CrOWfoot were given to him by the tf'~ff
:~s token of, the vision,he had,

In Crowf 00t l s earlY1l1a.nhOOCl.d~Y'EJ h1Jwas .~l.\eonlir~.~rfl<
Scout i.n any War P~tyhe b,ap,penec.itope".d th.le1.flt?;a.)(Ula.+'l~;
fine physique and fear.l ess butmpst.lmpol1tant 't;ust\vo:rthy,V;.ry
rarely Crow:!'oot Was not piokedto d.o the duties1.nwhiohthevery
lives of the war-party depended on. tater~J;;ostrongwasCrow.,.
foot in the confidenoe of his elders th;er.eTenlet 1'l1m Plan
prelt1.ih1.nary acti.ons in S.ome of their warfare.
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Then came the time when Crowfoot lecl his own Jar-parties.
Al th.ougb not many, it was quickl y anci. v1idel y knoy;n hOV'iT strong

w,:w for fair anc~ square warfare. T following is most typical
of his other warfares. Orowfcot,while 1n the leadership of a part
cameto a Band of Crees who W'3re sound asleep. Orml'foot smelling
the aroma of tobacco smoke in the e11r ca11ed out t c them "Come
on you plain smol:ers,let's ha~,e a smde". When the Cree party
awoke, war started, being act_ally started by the sleepers them­
selves. But Crowfoot's party soon overpowered them. After muoh
reprimand, Crmvfoot released them, lY!Uch to the disgust of his
followers 'Nho would ha:vc3 killed eV i3ry one of ther~'iJitbout awaken-
in2' thern. Another inc ident whioh shows his f r3arlessness was
when Crowfoot chased his man into the bush where the main body
of the eneIDJ! were in ambush. Because with the knOWledge that
the main body of. the enemy being in that bush did not stop him
from follov'ling his man into their midst. He killed his man and
returned to his party unscathed.

Then came the time v'Then learned from the Hudson's Bay
and other Traders that the future was to be different and that
the countryivould be sett1 ed by 'the whites who 'If/Qu1d show them
a different mode of living. And also told him that living would
be made by till ing the seil and planting in it, a oertain kind. of
seed, meaning wheat. This seeci "vould then grom into a plant
which will bear the fruit which was to be made into the prinoipal
fodd th~twould make up the daily meal. Be also was told that the
buffalo would be so scarce that livin.p: could not be depended on
by hunting them. Crowfoot qui~kly-absorbedall this infor-
mation. He at onoe started to tell his fellow' tribesmen about it.
But it would now seem that the incapaoity of the Blao~~eet to
understand.. this at the time,vvas not cl'qe to ment~Ll disability but
must be set down to the untamed spirittof the aborigine~'lho would
not then submit to a situation wgioh, at the time, seemed to him
a humiliation. Be felt himself a warrior, not a drudge, and with
the prairies .and forest d,t hand. Hw was not prepared to gl~.. up
the Bow & Arrovv for the spade. But Cro'w'foot determined to make
his people und';lrstand. He told his people that the old free life
of the Prairie and hunting grounds ",[ould soon only be a memory
in the tribal minds of the Indian.

It was during this period that a party of Blaokfeet brought
back with them a nunilier of horses they had stolen from the Stoneys
Crowfoot hearing about it,proceeded to gather every animal and
then he oommissioned a party of Blackfeet under the leadership
of Running Rabbit and other Chiefs, to take the hOBses and re­
turn them to their rightful owners, which they did•. Another party
of Bl ackf eet under the 1 ea'-ship of Eagl e Ribs brought another
bunch of horses taken from half-breeds. Crowfoot again gathered
these nOEses, all exoept one, a Red Roan, gotten by Eag;l.eRiblih
Crowfoot returned aJ,lthe othel'hO••i~S<tq.th~ O~~tseJ'l~~~~3.....4
that he c ould,.+'lOl/·;~~~~. ~.'~.~'i;~~~J.?~~"EiJ beOa\1$e.i t.wo'UJ,.<l., .• (J3:"t$$i
-Ber±'eu.a",'d;i-e'ti1I"baooei.ath~ji!{}agle-Ribs-~h8'lr'f:ng-i'-eha11enged- GTowfoot
to oome and get tlH::l horse~. Crowfoot kno-,ling that this meant
Clan w6..rfara, compensated the OVVlHlr of the roan horse himself,
-b;eoaus6, rather than create trouble, it was the onl¥.way to main­
tain peaoe. This was followed by more but in eaohoa.se Oro~foot
returned ev,srything they took, inoluding food and artiolestaken
from white settlers.

More than once, Crowfoot waS threatened. with d.th'by
his own peoPle. Some even. attemptedtokl11 ht~ oui; he would julirt
speak to them kindly and, persUaded them by goodword.sto o~ln1
themselevs. In the more dssj)erate cases, be woul<t evengivetn.em
something to calm.them in order to .. retain })E;laoe. Bu.ti'll~l'0a.ee,;
wheri;, the guilty deserved punishment, he would severelY r$pr~Jn&U(1

them and would1).ot he'sitate to threaten them i.f· they d,1dnot
, behave.
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In the year 1877 the Blackfoot Confederacy encamped at
the Blaokfoot Crossfng. All the Chiefs and prominent men of the
Confederacy were invited to attend a Council wherein the Terms
of the Treaty would be given. It was announced that a party of
vvhites, headed by "Tall White Man" - Gov'3rnor Laird, had arrived
and had propo s ed a Tr eaty wi th the Gr eat W'hi t e Yother, who would
if they signed the Treaty, take care of them. After hearing the
proposals and thd terms of the Treaty, some of the Chiefs de­
clared that they would not sign the Treaty. Crow'foot only, asked
for a few days to think it over, the rest of the Chiefs supported
CrcYlfoot's deoision. It w.a.sthen l'eally a matter of vlho '\]IIould
be the first Chief bold enough to sign, in vimi' of th.;; growing
suspioion of the terms of the Treaty, by a large portion of the
people of the Confederaoy. After the second day, Crowfoot still
in a state of partial indeoision, was approaohed by Calf Eagle,
who told Crowfoot that if he did not sign the Treaty, he would be
the first one to sign. The second after this Orowfoot consented
to sign the 'l'reaty, whereupon the Governor's oannon was fired.
This was a signal to the Oonfederaoy that Crowfoot had signed
the now famous Treaty No 7 in 1877. Crowfoot was forty Seven
years old when he signed the Treaty which made him fW1ous.

In 1879 or 1880 or th'3 sec on or third year after the
signing of the Treaty, Orowfoot now Grand Saohem of the Blaok­
foot Oonfederaoy proceeded on a goodwill tour of the Blackfoot
~~Hfe~€~ae~- Nations. This tour extended to other tribes not in
the Oonfederaoy After visiting the Blackfoot tribes ,he first
visited the Gros Ventres in Montana. Ever~Nhere he went, he was
met with great respect and hospitality until he visited the
Assiniboia tribe of tha Orees who were always hostile ito the
Blackfoot Confederacy. Croy/foot had with him in this party
three Headmen - Lyn:{ Shield, Calf Bull,ane:, Three Bulls also a
number of Blaokfoot braves. Among the young braves a mention is
made of one called Heavy Shoe, because he figures conspiououcly
when the party met the Assiniboins. Crowfoot and his headmen
rode in carts \yhi1.e the rest rode horseback. When the party
approached the Assinibo~an~ encampment, a party of Assiniboias
Came out to meet them. Every man in the Assiniboia party shook
hands with Orowfoot and his party. But one Asainiboia on a buck­
skin l).orse stood apart from hlhe tribesmen and would not come
forward to meet Crmvfoot util one of his tribesmen spoke to him
in his own language. He then came forward and shook hands with
Crowf oot. He had his head turned the other way vlfhil e he shook
hands with Orowfoot. Then he suddenly withdrew his hand~ and
started to lash Crow~foot and Lynx Shield with his quirt. Lynx
Shield's little finger Vij'&S severed from his hand in the lashing.
Heavy Shoe, the young Blaokfoot brave, immediately rode forward
and just as he was about to shoot the Assiniboian, Orowfoot
jumped in front and put th~alm of his hand on the muzzle of
Heavy Shoe's l' if1 e. and persuaded Heavy Shoe not to shoot.
Crowfoot's party then 1Jrooeed.edint()~.he,A.~s+:n1boian.enc.~J.nPJne~~

It .was her eq~9w~()o~.~~~m+tl~~,.:ji1+>elt'~oJno,t\of~.heiw~rst
hum111at1ens-'the,tean oeth%"\:i.t!! .. ona Chi.ef.Inepi te of all
this 4;~.4-s CroNf oot romained until 110 could.3stabl ish peac e and
goodwill. In the mean time, Blaok Borse or Black Bear W1 Assi­
niboia;n Chilif who was away came back and heard of the abuse of
Crowfoot by the Assinibottn, Blaok Horse, and at onoe prooeeded
to punish ~l those responsible for the outrage. But this did
not stop the growing dissension among the Blackfoot braves, where
upon Orowfoot and Bla.okhorse announced that ifanybod1 wanted
war, they i'V'ould have to fight them first. Then Blaokhor,ea.po­
logized to Crowfoot for the weongs ..that. he had suffered. Crowfoet
then left and went baok to his people. It was learned afterwa,rds·
that the Gros Ventres attacked the Ass1niboians in revenge for
their treatment of Crowfoot.
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Elome time after Orowf oot arrived home) word \iVasreo eived
from the Horth that a very grave situation existed up there for
the Crees were fighting with the Great White Mother's ,soldiers.
This was the outbreak knO\vn as the Riel Rebel11.on•. Crowi,oot
immediately prooeeded to find out the oause of .the outbreak. He
did not have f~r to go for refugees from the Crees \';er6 passing
dailY on their way to various destinations inth3 United States.
From these he reoeived various stories about 'the oauseofthe .
outbreak, eaoh band.o±,: ;t'efugees ha~ling their o:wn storY. 'But Crow­
foot notioed. that tnl2l story:E'rcl: one band o1refugs9$ always
oo:q.tradiot,;;d the story of the previous 'band.

From these stories 'he gatl~ered the information that the.
half-breeds had spread the rumor among the Crees that the White
Mother's men. 'viera her e to taka &\vaY their land. and would never
fulfil the promises m.ade to tP.6 Indians in their Treaty '.rvith th~m
and. that the white v~ere her'~ just to cheat them. It is now known
that the Object o:f these half-breeds was to stir the· Indians into
Nar with the white peopl e ana after muoh damage was. done , tb;ey
would demand the white people to corne to terms with the instead
of with the Indians. The Cre3s being ig:norant of this were ea.sily
led to believe the stories told them by .the half-·b,r~ed.s. The out­
come of this Rebellion is we11 :known u.s it appears in other books
which deal wi th North V~i;;starn History. ' .

Crowfoot than went to the fa", white people wh'o w,::;re nea.r
tlis Reserve .. From these he learned a different story. He was told
that the half b~eeds were responsible for the outbreak because
the th'e Great Vlhl te 'fother would not recognize their claims to
the lan.d whioh she kne'N rightfUlly belonged to the Indians. In
the 'tneant1ma gr$a',t exciteJnant ex.isted arAoP.g the young Bl~okfoot
braves who were equally. div1ned in their opInions of the fight­
i~g in the North. Crc'vrl'oot oalzrJ.Y went around telling them about
the real cause of tha fighting. !-Ie dfd not have muoh diff101il ty
in maintaining peaoe among hie. peoPl e for th;j' general attitude
of the 13lack:feet towards the Crees in those daYs v"Vas one of bi tte-r
hostility. Whil e travell'ing through his Res8:'ve, Crowfoot reo e~v3d

at. mesaagefrom his friend General S&a.nge (AH POP!) 'In this mes-.
sagGA,I'i PO PI wanted to knovv what attitude the Blackfeet
had tovvards the fighting in the North and also wished to know if
his friend Orowfoot '11:3'1:e able to maintain pea..oe and order. If he
o01J1d not d'o so, Ht ·A11 PO PI would come down and do so ins·tead of
pr.oc.eeding North with 'his troops·•. CrOWfoot replied to his friend
Ali PO PI not to be a.f'raid and rest assured that the Bl4Pkfeet
would not take s1d3s with any party but would remain n~eutral., .
It may be sa.id here that during the whole t1meof the Riel Rebel­
lion the Detaohment of the RWal North west Mount~d Polioe a.t
Gl eiehen w~:ef .never oalled on to do anything towartie ma1ntp.in-
ingpeaoe and ortier on erve~ The. in 1010..-
foot were un .e;p.d or-
·~iit;lY"' tffro- g,tben .

As mentJ,oned before l Crowfoot was born in 1830 •
The followi:-ng is the offioial Blackfoot Inuian reoed'.Q~ t'he
years froml'S!O to 1811/freati being signed' in 1871.$1L18 the
offioial rei!:tQrd u~ed by t:he B1a.Qkfoot prope~ in traoingtbeir
yeats baGk"to, 1~;r,)<1'(f$rtain'~1·prwanted.. Impo2l'tant inoi.d,$nta are
reoeoded and kept y.8.1' "'.t . These,w,i~l 'be brief'1Y-$xPla.ined
sonie oannot be . d.b as' th.eyare veryoomp!ioa.:ted
and reqttire a '+ t... in th~m. fUll y. In a oase like
:this)' the name' years will be given.



Merrill G. Burlingame Special Collections Montana State University-Bozeman Do Not Duplicate Without Permission

r,*.
1831

1832.

1833.

1834.

1835.

1836.

1837.

1838.

1839.

1840.

1841.

1842.

1843.

1844.

1845.

1846.

1847.

1848.

1850.

1851.

1852.

1853.

1854.

1855.

1857.

1858.

1859.

1860 •

1862.

1863.

BLACKFOOT CALENDAR.

The year 'V'lhen "White Direct Head" famous 'Harrior trailed his
enemy and killed hirr. Crowfoot one year old.

The Wolf Peace Treaty year. A Treaty made with an enemy tribe

The year "Hunch Back" a w'arrior was killed.

The year of the Sun Danoe maS'3acre.

The yeaI' the Stars fell.

The year "Sacred Messenger" warrior 'ifJ'as killed.

"White Direct ,.-ea.'!.' Head" year.

The year of the Croll Victory Dane es.

~he year of the KootenaY War.

The Big Epidemic year.

The year a Crow Indian Chief wi thou t a nose was ltill edt
•

The year of the Big Denial. This ooncernetl the whole tribe.

Blaok Pis Kun year or Big BUffalo Trap year.

Vll'1en th,e \Nl1ites first shot the I11dians.

When th,e firs t generous 'N1'1i te m.en arr ived.

The year "IUd Not Run" warrior was killed.

The year "Many Pl 'tlmes" killed the man who was goi'D-g to steal
from him.

The year "Wolf's Direotion" wallrior was scalped alive.

The year "Big Crovl Eagl e" fainted.

'rhe year of the Sarcee war.

The year of the VIal' w"ith the Cro'w "Gem".

The year of the victory of the Snake Indians.

'rhe year "Prairie Chioken Old. Man" warrior was killed.

The year tyro tepe,:;s we~ oonqured and taken.

The year we ate dogs. '

N~t Whtt~<'I'»8itt~t -¥.l~~.H'~~J:t.Meat_.~. \~tS' .
~ke l~l~~~~ ~~t~~~~~~~ver~~~~i~i~s: 8 ,

The year of three Pis-kuns in one place. Pis~Kun meaning
Buffalo or antelope traps.

The year when the Pis-kuns were made out of rotten'poles.

The year"Pe Ka.i :!\:a"was killed. "Pe Kai Ka" Long foot warrior.

"Old"Sun"senior died, Really pronounoed. "Sun Old Man.

The year when the Crees attacked the Blaokfeet at Elk Water.
"

The year "old Man" a Cree half Blaokfoot was killed.
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1864.

*** 2 ***

The year "Sleep on High ll v'larrior "If-e:8 died.

1865. year of the Blaok Epidemic.

1866.

1867.

1869.

1870.

1871.

1872.

1873.

The year of the Three Pis Kuns or Buffalo traps.

1'1:1e year 1:vhen the Crees trapped. the Blackfeet in deep snow
and mas saO red them.

Th3 year llMany Shots" died..

'nle year "Four Bears" white trader arrived.

Another epidemic year.

The year the Blac'lI:fe,~t moved over the Rockies.

TI:e year "Weasel Child" dieci fran: over-drinking. rum.

TIle year "Old Man Child"was stabbed by llVrhite PuP".

The year "Little Coyote II was 1:111 ed by Running Rabbit.

The year the Royal North West Mounted. Pol 1c e arrived. ,t,., /51'3
1874.

1875.

1876. Fe noo War ki11 a Cree Indian. The lc~st incident of this
nature.

1877. 'Phe year of the Blac3::foot Crossing Treaty.

In counting t e years this vmulct r'ake "Crowfoot" 47 years

\

old at the time of the Treaty·. He died 13 years later or

at the age of sixty.
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ADDENDUM

There is no "Cold Band" tribe of the Blackfeet although
for a time after the first iJ'l'hite -e-e4s-t±-e!!i'S traders arrived
the Blackfeet drifted apart usually by Gens or Clans. Some
drifted as far South as the YellovYstone Hiver in ~,.j'ontana

an some as far North as the Peace River. But even then they
gathered for their annual Sun Lodge festival which wa.s usua.lly
held along the Bow Valley and sometimes in the Red Deer
valley. But th~ never remained apart long enough to be
cUstinguished ::;'s individual tribes. .

As for the earthen po:bs,it is understood that cUrectly
following the p§riod called the "Dog Age" when they had.
st0213v:ara thatttitensils hS',ffi out of rook, there is frequent
mention of earthenware pots although the old Indians now
alive seer(' to have lost the formulae of how they were made.
Some mention is mOode of Carbonif arous age pots which were
ei ther found or kept froyY one generation to the next much
like the i31igious and Good Kuck symbols still in use by
the old Indians today.

]\Ifany a vvell meaning wri tar of his tory of Ind.ian 1 if e
has done more harm than good by not knowing the real history
and significance of these objects. He mentions them as
Sacred objects by the holder or ovmer.




