Prank Monroe

My father was getting very old and we had gone back to the reservation near
Edmonton and we returned to Fort Shaw and here we met Boswick and Charlie
Buck and when I got here I was taking care of the 0ld people and I was

8 young man and I hunted for them ete. When I arrived atl Fort Shaw they
told me the best thing I could do .. They came to my tent and they were
going to arrest some of the settlers aslong Sum river and they told us

we had better move so they went trapping. When we travelled through the
5t. Mary sgein my father dreamed there was a big snake and they knew that
that meant danger and he saiityou Big Eyes you be very careful and

wateh during our stay hereqand they came to the lake and tuere were some
lfexieans and we,&and we might &8s well go camp with them because I felt
there was danger. When we started to piteh our tepees I looké&d at my
father and mother and I saw that the needed my help because they were

01ld and I kept thinking about how he had warned me and I felt sharp pains
in my baeck and I felt that something was going wrong and all thig time
and &ll this time there were Assiniboins down &t the bottom looking down
on us all the time. They had us spotted and in the beginning before we
started on tne trip we got rations at Fort Shaw such as bacon, pork,
-goffee oeta., and one wagon was loasded with provisions. We had two wagons.
I felt bad and still I had courage and I was the only son. If anything
happened we would all be in the one place and then my wife begasn to get
gomething to eat. Night came and my father was telling us some stories
and I was thinking by the fire and I had killed & goose that day and it
was on the other side of the fire and I was watchimg that. We Just hsad
one little dog &and it was sick. Before I went in the tepee I went out
and saw that my norses pulled out and-tried to get éway end I told my

wife I would go get tne horses and hobble them and I did. When I went to
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-bed I had my gun handy and I.%old my wife to have the amunition handy
aBd the first thing she must do is to get the amunition if anything did
happen and before I went to skeep I heard & noise and I jumped up and
ligtened. I said it must be & bear around the horses and I went out and
coudln't hear sany nbi?e and I knew there was some on there. I had very
good horses. <They got ahold of the horses and I could hear them going
away. They were driving them along and at the first crossing qf the
Swifteurrent I could hear them. 1 was so angry, 1 hated to lose the horses.
I began to think sinée the horses are gone 1 wonder how I am going to
travel and we are & long way from our people and my parents are old and
we are going to move. When [ was eoming back to the cemp it was moonlight
and I saw an object on one side of the tepee. { aidn't know whether it
- weas & person or & horse. It was & person and during this time 1 was very
angry and I got up to him and first I thought and then I said in Piegan
who are you but the Indian said nothing and I talked to him
in English and said who are you and he started to run and he shot and 1
ran but he shot. I shot &géain and I killed him. During this time my wife
was running towards me with the amunition and I nearyy shot her but she
hollered and during this time they fired on the eamps and it was so fast
it threw light and I could see the Indisns with a scarf and a breech
elout aend then I ran for the tepee to protect my family and one of the
wagons loaded with flour so I got behind it and I kept shooting and then
they retreated. 1hey kept shooting for some time then they would retreat
and then they would come back. My mother wanted to go but I wanted to fight
&g long as my amunition lagted. I had & Winchester and stood them off. I
was meking my last shot and I grabed my mother and threw her over my
shoulder and mwy father and wife and éﬁaldren followed and my wife was
shot through the skirt. My little girl's foot was shot and they feel so
I asked them if they were hurt and they said no. We went to Chief Moumtain.

and we came t0o some white men, one of them was Left-Hand end they were
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selling liguor. Jonn Kennedy's party they were. The men said lsast night
we heard shots but some of the men said it was a snow slide. As we went
aléng that night we were near the swiftcurrent snd we looked back and I told
my father and mother that I would go back and I would invite.them out tn;re
and tight them. I kissed my father and mother and they said if you go
we will go too. My mother didn't want me to go so I decided not to go.
lie made for tue Sun River. e were afoot. Then we got back to our rela-
ives at tne old fort, it used to be Chouteau near iort Shaw and our re-
latives gaV¥e us some provisions and bedding. We moved west to iort shaw
and we found Boswick and we wére very poor and Boswick knew ¥What had
happened to us. 1he Captain at Yort sShew had & long talk with my father
and Lnen Boswick came and wanted me to go over and he gave me liquor and
he tried to get me to go. I told him I don't want to go because I can't
understand English. Boswick said we will go with your father. They finsally
got me over 1o the Generals and he said he wanted‘me for a scout but I
Told him you can't use me what are you going to do? I don't know the country
and neither does Boswick and he said they wanted to take me slong and
finally they got me full and Boswick waid now Frank you make up your ming
that we are going with them. I was taking after this young antelope and
I was running along at the side of the hill and iy the deep valley there
were eight people and they were & war party and They were looking for
Aorses and when I got close they &ll had their gums up and I said wait I
want to talk and they said go away and they said you are a Piegan go away
but I said no I am a white man. They were ilatheads and I recognized
Shot-Face and Little-~Faced~-Son. I didn't kmnow nhow to get out of this and
I said I am going to arrest you, alludf;gyu and shot-Face could undprstand
Piegan and I seid I am going to arrest you, I have been looking for you

and I said come along &ll of you and they all came and I turned them over

at the Port so I saved myself but I lied to them. I was hunting antelopes
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but happened to run onto thém. The Flatheads said they were out visiting
byt 1f I had been there I would have told them that they were on a war
party and were going to kill me. If I knew they were going to release
these people I would have gone to Milk Ri#er and told them to maxk look

out but I didn't know anything about it.
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