
HERO TRAILS.

THE STORY OF WILLI~~ JACKSON.

BY JAA~ES WILLARD SCHULTZ.

PREFACE.

In th(9 fall of 1879, there came to our trading post on the JUdltj

River,near wheri~ the present city of Lewistown, Montana, now stands,a tal1,slen~

er, pleasant young man, from a camp of hU.11ters 13.n(1 tra"mers farther down t11e

stream. He was William Jackson, or Slksikail';.w6"n--Blacltfeet Man, as hi smother t s

people named him--and from that day,he and I became fast friends. After the

buffalo were exterminated, in 1883,he and I moved to the Blb.ckff;et

and there lived for many yeHrs. We were cattle ranchers,"but our hearts were

not in the businop,s; we spent the gr';?E'.ter :;Jart of our tim.~ fishing, trapping

hunting up in the Rockies,ln that part of them that is now Glacier National
and

Park. There, with Doctor George Bird Grinnell, JI' B. Monroe, we explor(..~d section.

of the: great range that undoubtedly had never before been Visited by whit.e Ile:q.,.
1

\In his bqynood daye,Jackson had tra.pped and hunted a.long the foot of the mount ...

)ainp" wIth his granlfather,HUg.."'1 !,:!onroe,or Rising IYoll, s he was better known,ao,

when we:one summer,discovered and named the Blackfeet Glacier,Doctor Grinrlell

most apc>ropriately named tIlt; great peak upon which it rests,Mount Jaokson. lam

more thEm glad th.at he did so •the grea.t mountain is a most aPl)ropria.te monument

for myoId friend, t Jan whom no braVt~r,e...n:l more kindly man eVer 11ved. He died

in 1892,and WE; buried him in sight ot his mountain,e.nd that other ereat peak.

whioh we he,d nctmed for his grandfathsr,RisinC Wolt. DurinG the many years that

I lived with myoId friend,I took notsr; of his tales of his life,and noW for

the first time, set them down in proper form. In v¥Tlting me about h.lm.,and his

brother,General Nelson AI:,pleton Miles sald: ItI k..'le',IJ Viillia.m ana Robert Jackson

wlum they were young men, as enterprising, intelligent frontiersmen and actlve.1

brave Scouts. tI And 1n his story of the elater fight, Thomas O'l{eil says: "Wl111~

(.':.faCkson was a. half-breed Indian scout.aboutt6 or '7 yealN:!> of age,&YJd a ve""1

cool and brave boy."(~L ~~~--{: ~'~ ~
~;::>C,~ ~,~W~3~
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WILLIAM JACK30N, INDIAN SCOUT
by JaMes I','illard Schultz.

I, '.'lillian Jackson, was born in Fort Benton, the A,..crican Fur Co,.,.,pany's tradinr; post

at the head of navi~ation of the Pissouri Rivor, on the 27th day of Au~ust, 185~. At that

ti!l'e and for sone years later, this fort was the only habitation of white ""'en in the r;r~at

plains and T"!ountains country that is now the state of t~ontan9..

Naught now remains of Fort Benton but its southeast bastion, but in ry r1ind' s eye

I can see it as it was in that tir,e of my early youth. It was about 300 feet in len~th,

east ard west, by 350 feet north and south, and its hi~h, aB.obe walls were the out,er walls

of its r'any cne and two-story hOUS6S.

8nterin~ the bil; ~,ate in the wall facinr: the river', one fOU!ld at the right the carpen"er

sMp and blacks)'1ith shop; on the left, first a lcn~ warehouse, and t!len the trad~rc,01''' for

the Indians, where, behind breast hi~h counter~, were tiers and tiers of shelves upon which

the various trade ~oods were displayed. Along the west side of tho freqt in~er court were

three houses, the lower stories of which were ~ another warehouse; the store for the cOJ""pany

err.ployes; the kitchen of the bourgeois or superintendent of the fort, who in ~y tire was Arldrew

Da'il'son, a scotchl""an, ana a partner in the great COMpany. He lived and had his office in

the i1Lpper stories of the westernmost of the houses on +,he north side of the court, and th~

upper stories of the ether three houses in the row were the quarters of the two clerks.

Matthew Carrol and Geor~e Steell, and our father, who was the tailer. Practically all of

the lower stories in this row were reserved for the use of the Indians who were continually

co",in~ to the fort t.o trade. All of the houses on the east side of the court were occupied

by the en!,"at;es, or laborers. and t,>,eir families. and the guns)'1ith, the nost hunter, and tee

general foreran, and their families. The avera;w,e number of resider:t company '"'erl in the fort,

year in and year out, was forty. These were all :,arried to WOMe" of the Pikuni tribe of te

Blackfeet cCrlfederacy, with the exception of the hourreoi~, whose wife was a Gros Ventre.

From the time wher, in 1828, the American Fur C01"'pany was orra'lized in ~)t. Louis, and

becan to reach out fer the trade of the Indian tribes in the Upper Vissouri country, the

Hudson's Ba:? Company, in Canada, bitterly opposed it, and consta.ntly i>;cited the Assiniboir."

the Blackfeet, and other tribes of the North, to kill

opportunity.

. +1. vS hunters and tranpers 'it every

My earliest recollection is of the one atteMpt that the North tribes !!lade to kill the

men of Fort Benton and loot the fort. The plans of the attackers leaked out throu~h a

youn:; Blackfeet who was a cousin of the pi}:uni wife of our blacksmith; and throul"h the

calm coura~e and canny leadership of Andrew Dawson, the atte1"'1pt ret defeat. So unexpected
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was this defeat that it had an unexpected result, It created so T".uch respect for the

bravery of the Bi~ Knives that thereafter, and so long as the Blackfeet and Bloods were

per,."itted to roar: the rreat plains as they willed, the Arerican Fur Conpany r,ot the l"'ost

of their trade.

But even if the Blackfeet and Bloods had taken the fort, I doubt that they would

have killed l"'.y grandfatt.er Hugh ~.~onroe or '''ising Wolf for WhOM they had 'r;re'3.t love and

respect. The son of Captain Hugh !,ionroe, 0: the English arrw in Ca!lada, and his wife,

Arelie de la Roche, daurhter of a noble family of French eni~res, he was born in Three

Rivers, Queb~cin 1798, When but sixteen years of a~e, he had e~tered the service of tee

Hudson's Bay COl"'pany, and in 1816 had arrived at its ~~ountain Fort, on the Saskatchewar-,

where, several years later, he rarried ,."y ~randmother, Sinopaki-Fox V[oran, a dau~hter

of Lone Walker, a ?;reat chief of the pikuni tribe of the Bl~ckfeet Confederacy.

When ~y ~randfather arrived at ~lountain Fort, the fur company had no interpreter for

its trade with the Rlackfeet tribes, and he was at once detailed to live and travel with

the Pikuni tribe, while he thoroushly learned the lan(!,ua!,e. The tribe was then startin/':

south to hunt and trap, and he we!1t with it, and so vms the first white ,."a!1 to see the

east slope of the Rocky Mountains lyinr between the Saskatchewan and the !'issouri rivers.

Whflt a wonderful adventure that was:

Durin~ his long years with the Hudson's Bay Company and with the American Fur

Company r;'Y ~randf!:ither had endeared hinGe]f not o!11y to the Blackfeet tribes, )'ut alto

to their sometimes enemy tribes of the mountains, the Kootenai, Kalispell, and Stonins;

they all re~a~ded hi~ as one of theM, and his sons and daugheers too, John, Francois,

Lizzie, and AMelia, the hitter T"y mother.

Vy father, Thomas J'aokson, w~:l.s A. ""e)"'her of an old Vire'i.,ia faT"ily, a!'1d had entered bhe

service of the Arerican Fur .... o1"1pany in 1835. Includins T"Y brother Hobert, two years ny

elder, we were a fa1"1ily of four. At this time of which I write, my uncles were e1"1ployes

of the corrpu,.,y, helpers of T".y ~randfather, who was t"e post hunter. r,~y Uno Ie John was

_ married and Fra~cois and my Aunt Lizzie, then about twn~ty years of a~e, li~ed with ""y

:randfather and r,randr:other in their lar~c and cOT"fortahle quarters.

Wi '_h few exceptions, the eT"ployes in Fort Bento!'! wore Canadians, and Mississippi River

French Creoles, docile, hard-Vlorl~in;'" re'1 of T".ost happy
.,. -,4.-.

C1'lSPOSl.VJ.~n.

worked about the post, and in the eveni"~ splayed llpon their fiddles and danced to them,

old French airs that their !i'1cestors fmd brou;,,:ht acr~ss the se'1S in days lonE, past.

Ccnversation i .. the fort W'lS, of course, in t):re~ lane,uar;es; Enf.lish, Creole French, and
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Pikuni. 'he le,tter the predor:irating ton['ue. By the ti~e I was six or seven yea.rs old,

I could speak a.ll three of t}leM fluently.

Men, women, and children of Fort Bentun, we were, as I May say, one bi~ happy f~ily,

and kind, ~enerous Andrew Dawson we look~d upon as cur fathe~. As our carefree, nimpl~,

happy life lias then, so we believed it w'ould continue to be, on d:wm throu{:h the yOGI'S to

Corne. The su~rounding plains W2re always to he black with buffalo; the Elackfeet tribes

~ere to bring in to trade an ever increasin~ nu~ber of well tanned robes, 3nd ckan

stretched wolf skins, and pelts of fur~ the powerful s~eRnbcats of the rre~t Ar;erican Fur

Company were every spring to brinG up fro1"'1 far st. Louis, a1"'1p1e quantities 0::' 2"oods for

the trade. We youngsters were tau!,!:ht tha.t, in time to C01"'1e, we were to take our f'ltl1er"s

~laces as Bour~eois, clerks, traders, artizann, hunters and labcrers. There was never,

never to be an e:'1Q to the rre'~t fur conrany, and its acti"lities in its westernmoGt post,

Fort Benton.

Ca!"e, however, the winter of 1863-1':4, and with it, Ct3 J"7 sr~"ndfathel' .)~"'ten said,

"risin~ black clouds of troDble qnd change." Our rood bourceois, lonr a ~fferer fro!"1

rheu!"1atism, one nit';ht went to the outdoor cellar, i'1 which he l;!"!pt tIle 7'11ua1,16 company

;:,ooks 8,n,} doc;u7:ent s, a:'1G feiH down the steps into ....
:1 ". Helpless, a"d l..1rlalJle to 1"'1ake anyone

hear hi!"1, he lay, th~re all ni"ht, and nearly died ;:'ror! exposure before day cane and he W"lS

rescued and carried to his quarters and put to bed. He wag so::>n able to hob}:le about al':a'!lm,

but frey;; that Ur:c he taled H,t;out r:a;d rJ' a trip to Scot land, to drin;'\: the 'listers of a

r:edicinal sI':'ing of that country and be cured of l'is lar~eness.

"I: you £,0, you will never retur'1 to us. Let J"1e take ;1011 +'0 the 110t, smell.,.like-

powder sprinrs on Sun River; I am sure crou will fet well ther," ;"y .r:randfather tolc hi~,

and he replied that it \'louIe be i1"'1possible for hir; to !"'ake the Ion,.. rou,,;h ,io'Jrney into the

mountair:s.

Cane spring, and the first stear:boat to arrive brouE'ht dispatch~8 to the bourgeois that

r::ade real to us all rry F'randfather's "black clouds of trc',hle and cha"lfc". Acc1..1sinr the

1"'1en 0: the A1"1erican Fur vonpany of being Confederate sYMpathizers, and a{'ain3t the U'1ion,

tbe V;ashingtcn authroities refused to reneVl tho tr8.di!'1{~ license of the COMpan:v"', and ~j·r.

Dawson was ordered to dispo~~e of Fort Bento'!1 asbest he eoulti. He tU11 ned it over to the

two clerks, Uatthew Carrol a~(l George Steell, loaned then a large SlJ~ of ~oney with which

to carryon the business, and regretfully returned to Scotland with his two sons, leavin~

all of us at the fort ~rier-s~ricken and sadly apprehensive of the future.

/



Chapter 1 -~-

All throu~h the wi'lter, r-y rr'lndfather lnd been tal:d~1i' about the J1"ountai'1s, lcnf,in~

cor::p9.ny ended with i~~s e~~d, he suddenl~l clecided to c.o bac}:" to ther-', to trap beavers, 8.nd

We were a week or ~ore preparin~ for the lon~ trail and rnny were the au revoirs shoute_

9ft~r us as we struck out frc~ the fort one rOrni!lg, a caravan of ~o 0ean le~gth. Twerty

and 1"'cre p'-lck horses and travois horses ca1'1"1ed and drew o~)r l'elonri'1{';s, and we had 1"'Ore than

seventy free horses, which my Uncle Francois, my brother, and I herded alon~ in the rear

of the column. Vy grandfather lell, a,..,d nt intervals alan;: the line of loaded horses rode

my grandr;cther, Uncle John Qnd his wife, and my Aunt Lizzie, then about twenty, Qnd u'1r1arried.

My brother and I could hardly keep our eyes off our fnther; he had put away his blue

cloth, brass buttoned company service clot~es. dnd now, like the rest of us, wore hooded

blanket cape copote, ~oolen shirt, blanket trousers, and ~qily ~eaded ~occasi.ns. He

didn't look natur'al; sorehm': didn't seer; to fit in; he sat, stiffly in the s9-delle; held

his rifle aWkwardly. For rany years he had seldor venhlred outside the walls of the forts

in which he had worked. He had never cared to hunt; had never even killed a tuffalo, nor

trapped a beaver.

But how good he had ever been to My trc,ther and re. He had patiently tat1~ht un to

read and write; repeatedly told us that we r1ust live so that we should never share the reod

blood tlv:lt was in us, that of his own virginia forbears, and that of our Great-~randfather,

Lone Walker, who had been a pikuni chi~f of the hih:nest charf'w'uer. Year aft?r year he had

sent tc wt. Louis for to:tS H:lC gar1es and story books, wonderful Christr:n.s r:1ornir\~ Surprises

for us. On this r1()rnin~;, when we awoke. we had fo"nd on top 0= e'1ch l:Lttl~ rile of Ollr

clothin[ a bnand new cap lock rifle of lirht ~eight, well filled powder horn and ball pouch,

and boxes of caps. V'e ha.d been so ple3.3ed and excited over the fts that we had barely

tasted the ,.;ood breakfast set befcr~ us. At the tabie cra.ndfather r'onroe, had, however.

son:eitvhat darnpened our enthusiasr1 b:)" sa:,"in~ to us, srlortly"

"A ;,:un is dangerous without lock, s",ock or barrel, You ':ire roth very ?o1Jn~ to carry

rifles; So your father and I have a~reed that :r01.; ar'1 not to load a~'d fire t!':ef" excent

when we or :rour uncles are But you shall have plenty of opnol'bJnities t.o use

ther':' rlisioa, !Iahkvliyipoahts, kitskskinimach.is sahr:.sin, lcyi ikyaJ:achsin. ft 'shieh vY8..S to

S':ly, T, Risinr ~olf, shall te':lch you hunting and trappin~.

I
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On that first 'light out from the fort, we caMped about twe!1ty Miles frol"" it, 0!1 the

Teter, the Unikisisisakta - the 1'i
'

]7 Rner- of the Blackfeet tribes, havb!~ nassed durin&;

the after!1oon T"any herds of buffalo and ST"a 11 bands of a1'"1.telope, ths.t alw<Iys slowl? retreated

froT" our approach.

This W'lS r::y brother's and P'y introduction to the Rocky "ountai!1s. From the plains

arOU!1d Fort Re!1to'1, we har;' adr-ired their far_of;' snow c(mped heights, so coolly !';lea""in~

lodges of us, at the foot of a clear, cold 1a1:e, teautif'll beyond our fondest i!"'a,r,inations

of mountain lakes, and above it, ril""rinf, the head of the valley were weird shaped peaks

that see1"'ed to beckon us to cliMb their Lare heiGhts, and exnlore the vast snow fields -

ice, our ErandZather said - that lay be':diecn thero. Nearer, on the ri",ht of' the valley,

rose a red-a,..,d-Era;,' rock l""ountain, at the foot of which nestled another lake. Sor:ehow,

I adrired this rrcat ~olJntain ~ore t~ab I did an~r of tIle others in si~ht. Little did I

thi"1k that, more thar; thirty years later, this p'oun 4Jlin was to be My sra'1dfather's ~onU!'1ent

that ~y friend ApB:uni and I were to ,.,are it for hip', RisinG Wolf.

It ?Tas near sundew'1 when we T"ade Cf:lP'P, settint, up our lodfCS close to the west bank

of the outlet of the lake.

tanned bu~falo cow leather.

As T hfwe said, we h:ui three lodres , all of theY" of new, we 11-"'-

!/~1 Uncle Jorm RnG his wife occupied OMe of ther; '!TiV r,ra'1dfather.'
2nd ~r3ndmother, Uncle Francois and Au~t Lizzie, had the secone o~e: and our farilv, the

third.

Tl;lat first 1'"1ight at the lClke, My Uno l~ Francois stood guard o'rer our herd of horses.

In t~e rorning rirht after breakfast, we all set to work to build a corral close ~o our

lodges, in whioh to kee'-, the animcds ~ights, flrc1 so prevent a'"'y eJ"e1"ly 'liar par:'y from

stampedi'1~ theM. 't\'e cC!"lpletcd the vlork by noo"!!, aCid then, after eating, Ris so I

always loved to raIl hi... , said that he was going to paint his ~a1"le picture, the firure of

y ~an with a wolf ri8in~ above him - alonc the big, valley trail, and that ~y hrother a~d I

could ta::e eur rifl~'s and [0 wi th hin.

vYe left carrp on foct, followed the '.Yell-~yor!l trail dO'Vlr scrcss the biF=: prairie at the

feot of the lake, and stopped in a ~arrcw strip of pines and cotto'1woods that bordered a

si"all strear: run"'ing ~ror; the !Tlountai~.s down into the river. Ther~~ Ris ire!! ~Folf scaln~d trie

yrunk of a tree with his ldg, Hudson's Bay COl"'par:y l:!1ife, ':l.!1d with pieces of shining black

coqls fro~ a sackful of the~ that he had Eatheredrrc~ qround ~is lodge fire, painted

qnicJ~l~l his r:a:l-a~d-~".,clf sig"] uporl. the white wcoc!. This sir:n would save us fror'1 surprise

attacks by wanderinc: war parties of our tribe. After the firs"', one 'lad teen painted, we went
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down across. narrow strip of prairie and into a~cther little ~rove, a~d when our ~rand-

father sto~ped to tart and paint a~cther

with hi~, and unnoticed, we stole away.

tr~e, Rebert sirned to ~~ to FO ,
Gown the trail

We found fresh tracl~s of dcler and elk, a~d side by side, with reqdy rifles, we stele

on, eagerly leokin.", for the animals, Robert whispering to reo, "V!hichever of us first sees

a deer or elk is to have the s~ot at it."

"Yes. Of course," I replied.

We pas3ed throur;h the I-!;rove, arJl V'~re halfway 8.C1'OS8 a s"'all"Tassy par1-:, w]-len we saw

that the thick brush at ita lower end was quiverin~ as if an ani~al of sore kind pr~ssed

throush it, Going up the valley. VIe faced that way, and after a :r:orient, as the

brush ceased quiverinr, Robert hissed to me, "Do you see it?"

"I do, just a Pfll't of iJ.~s bod?, dark like that of a buffRIo. It is a buffalo:

He fired, and with the report there burst upon our ears a frightful, hoarse roar of

pain and 9.n~er. a,..,d out fraT': the hrc1sh leaped a ronstrOtls bear, seemin,!;ly as big 3.S a buffalo

bull. Clearinr.;, the brush, it stopped and sat up, a hu:;e l;rizzly be'1r.

I wanted to turn and run, but there flashed through throurh my ~ind the assertions'of

the old trappers at the fort, that it was useless to atter'!pt to rU'1 frorr a &rizzly, that

the one thin~ bo do was to shmd a"1d try to kill the amnmal as it C'1l"1e 0'1. And "it that, I

took c8.reful a.i'": at the side of i',s body, .Just at the edge of the rH,s, as I had so often

heard was the Jl"ost vi tal place. I firl"!d. saw the hear fli"1ch a~d with terrible roarinl;;

clap a paw a;flinst its side. "lncl v7ith Ions. bouncin[" leaps come at us. Then I did run. I

saw Robert runninF - and lost si[ht of hil"1. I was sure that the bear waR gal'11'1~ upcn me,

thou~h I could not see him: I dared no~ take tine to look back, and I had the dreadful

feelinf:' that every forward ster' that I took would be :'1y last 0 nee

I was run!1ir.g back up the trail - headint; for the grove in which we had left our

~randfather. I conld not resjst the ur{;e to look back to see if the bear rea 11y 'JI'<:lS after

me. He was, and c oriinb fast, bloody foam oozin{; frOM hi s part1y open mouth. I was now

quite near the ~rove, and saw with sickening despair that, even if I could reach it before

the bear could overtake me, its high cottonwoods wer~ u'1clinable.

A~ain I shouted: "Hisinr: 'i;olf-" but 'My breath vras goin~; I could no ~ore than gasp the

other work, "Help~"
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And than I noticed that one of the ,reat trees, on the left of the trail, had a sturdy

and very lon, limb that arched toward the ,round, and that by a hi~h .jump I mi:ht possibl:r

,rasp it near its outer end and swin, up onto it and climb above reach of the bear. I

dropped my empty and useless rifle and r.ade for the limb, spran~ and seized it with hoth

hands. Just as I was raisin~ up onto it, the bear lunged up and struck at me, one of its

claws rippinl; my right trouser Ie:; from the back of the knee down, and cuttin~ into the

flesh. The downward force of the blow caused me to lose my ri&ht hand r,rip of the limb, and

for an instant I swun, suspended by but one hand; but with a last upstrain I mana~ed to

renew my hold, tried to r&ise up onto the liFb and found that I ha~n's sufficient stren,th.

I leoked down and saw the bear burning ~bout to sprin, at me again; "He will get me this

time," was my despairin, thou,ht. But ri~ht then the bear suddenly sank quiTerin, to the

,round as close by, my grandfather's rifle ~ave a thunderous boom: I dropped to the ~round

and, too weak to ,et upon my feet, stared at the dying animal.

WWhat does this meanT What have you boys been doingT" cried my ~randfather, as,

hastily reloadin~, he came and stood over ~e, his blue eyes brir-ht with anger. I sa~ my

brother runnin~ toward us, and he came before I could get breath to answer the question and

exclaimed: "Oh, what a whopper of a bear: We got him, didn't we~"

"Yes, and he all but ~ot your brother: Oor,e, quick now, let me hear all about it:"

"The bear was :oin~ through the brush, down there; we could see it shakin~; and then

I saw just a little of its body a~d thought that it was a buf~alo, and when I fired, it

carre Jumpin~ out into the open and sat up, and then brther fired, and it c arne for us, II

Robert replied.

"Itve a ~ood mind to ,ive you a real switchin~; Beth of you~" the old man exclaimed.

And then, after a moment~ " Well, you had a narrow escape. Let this be your lesson that

you mutt never shoot at anythin: that you cannot see plainly. Why, that r,ight have been

me, or ane of your uncles moving through the brush~ And another thing, you boys are not

to go off by yourselves to hunt, and if you again sneak away fr~ me when I take you out,

I will put your rifles where you cantt ,et them ~ain this sumMer. There~ Do you understand

that 1"

wYes. And now let's skin the bear. I want to see where my bullet struck it," Robert

quickly replied. Myself, I could do no more than nod my head. There was a gone feelin:

( in the pit of my stomach.
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But after a t~e, r managed to ,et up and help in the 8kinnin~ of the ~reat bear

that wel{"hed, RiBins: ',';olf said, all of a tholJsand pounds. His shot had broken its

neck. Robert had shot it well back, and my tullet had pierced th~ ~nd of one lun~,

irom the effect of which it would soon lJ.ave died, had not r.y !'randfather so opportune)y

snuffed out ....
1 vS life.

Ravin;;; fi"'islJ.ed sldnnine: the bear, 'f'e hurried rock to car.p, and got an old horse that

was not afraid of bears, upon which to pack in the heavy hide. Then, when we dropned it upon

the g:rcund in front of tl:e lodges, the women Made loud protest ar,ainst its bein1" put there,

and declared that they Vlould not flesh, nor pe~ it out to dry, as they wl')re not Sun Women -

that is, sacred ',voJ""en, women who had, with vows, and fa.Stinf. and prayer, tllken part in

the buildin: of the annual ~reat ledge, the so-called Medicine lodpe in honor of the sod.

But just then our Aunt Lizzie CB!"le frorr. the river with a buc};et of 1/'ater, a"',d after

listening to the~ for a J""o~ent, she set the bucket down, and said to US~ "Even if the bear

is a ~an-ani~al, r aTI not afraid of 1' ...." , and thou E'h r aro. not a sacred lodfe WO!'lan, I will

flesh this hid." and dry it, and tan it fer a bed robe for !'ly brave young nephews:"

"Good~ Good~ r'r:: slad that I have a,..,yhoVJ one child who is not a cO'IVard~1f HL;in~ Volf

exclai!'led.

"To fear the shadows (souls, or spirits, or ~hosts), bf bears, as capable of harMin~

us as are the shadows of Crows, Assiniboins, 01' of any other ene!'lies, is not cowardly," J""Y

~rand~other told hiro.

"'.'le! will not arr.;ue al;cll)ut it. Our dau~hter will tan th~ hide. She will not be har""e(J

by doinf' it -"

"Not if "'y prayers can protect her:"

I did net hear the r est of the arguroent, for Aunt Lizzie was callin,~ to Robert B!'d ",e

to help her with the hide •. Before Hundown we had it pef'Ced out upon the ..round, its flesh s

side as s""'ooth and white as a piece of paper.

In the chedrful li~ht ef Ri3in~ ~clf's lod~e fire, around which we all Fathered that

eve"1inr;, my grandfatht"'r dec ided that our unC les John and Fra""c ois should fran dew"1 the

river, and up its fork headi"1E in the Two M~dicine Pass, and that he and our fatlJ.er should

set their traps along the river above the head of the lqke.

"And roy two bo::.'S will remaih here in ca",p, to protect us," said our rother.

"No~ VIe are Goin!~ vdth Grandfather; he is to tellch us to trap:" cried Ro:;ert.



Cha.pter 1 -9-

OUT' ~other and !,'TQ'1dmother, 1"'1akinl'" lO'Jd protests agai'1st that, were silenced b:r our

Aunt Lizzie, who said, "Of course they will RO with Father; t~ey h~ve to learr to trap.

I can do all the ~1Jardi[1g of caMp, and h:?rding of -t.he horses that is '1~cessary." And when

she said that, she ;cade no idle boast. There never was a TaVel' young WCl""an than 1iz~ie

Monroe. She had a ~ood snaIl-bore rifl~, and loved to hu~t, and bad killed with it

~u~ber8 of deer, elk, antelope, btlffalo.

help you

horse herd. T0:":0 rrow • Robert rer:a ins with ;rou.~

nOh, no: I a1"'1 the eldest, ! should be firs~ to ~c out with you~" he loudly asserted.

subsided.



•••

1 .aw III aranUa\b.... olo.eahead of ...1'Olnt lU. 1'lfle at a 'bi& oow

oa hi. len.and tlN.ant "8 me plunsed \. th. f3l'l$\Ul... I 11' out, a 111141116t4

'he wh11e X .a. 4ra.~R& an. arrow tro. the oa•• and t1tt,lai 1\ \0 III M., Btl\

.\111 111 II" were \l.PO%1 Ma,'h. rap141\1 and ea." sunn••s W1\h whlth .1 10d'
~

... Me tired so fa.oua'.d ." ,hat tor \he '1mt I torso\ all 11•• , H&~ ua
~g" hi, ....po.,. pourla..O.1 powA.r troll hi. horn aue.t.ll 1n'o the _ ...

re1,ln.f.o4 of lAW "he p~.11 of hl. han..... \. 4.teJ'Jl1ne 'he proper q\i.Mt,l\,.

uA '"n he t.ook troll h.l. ..ut.h one of a mabel' of 'ball. .1\h .h1oh he h<;~4

fl11ed 1\ be'ore Ma1nnlng 'b.e oha••,&lld 4l-oPP'" \he 'ball lAt,o \he .. _rel,
\,~;'lWeapon .evlral IIlaJ'i t.h'u.p. \0 .e'\1, \he Ohali's•• an4 ... pr1Jled t,M

P&Jl of the tls.nt,lo.a,M4 wa.....41 \0 tir. ap.1n. fhea.haY1n& ••1••1.e4 t,n.
aa"aat

next _,an4 )-144en up besld. It.,b.e poa'.I. b.18 rlf1e do_ "x" and tired .-

t.re \he 'ball 00\114 roll 40wn the 'ba,rrt.l n:-ota the po.d....ud Moal 40ft Me
..:\.) ,~ .•i. fa'" 0•• tor the ••at, hou.. ln the ton.

I aat AO. lea. tha\ the bUffalo on 'he .14.. of the herd. had 010.M 1:'

belWld ••,..... heu1ns .e on e1.ther elAe,and to,. the 1I•••nt. I was fr1lh,....

I oeuld aet. «ra. GUt .r t.ne Gha•• 1t 1 wan'''' \.,1 thoU&b.\. I look .O~. wa.;
I ".....1..... \hat a ~18 lN11 on IlJ r1sh\.and .. 00. on. my len,"'h "el0.. ,hi:
I 00\114 bay. reacahed ••\ and \ou.thed 'he. .1\h \he end .t I1J bow. we,.. P&11J'i ..

attentloa , •••,and ••r. gradual11 forpn& on pu' III .10"er pOlll,an4 tha\ t,.M

61',,,\ .....f ..lIIa1. lMh1rl4,.bee,..a. \0 ., right and len a. "hel ca...e G. A

'le..rl1ag •••••e ... pae.1n& •• on ., len. I leaa84 ou' \0.&1'4 ur.an4. ai.'.
at. a polnt. Jue\ _ok of \he 1'1.,1."17 t.he .row 1I'1\b. ul 1irhe.treae\b. .f

rtrI 10\U'l8 U'U. I ea. 1\ .trlke ia &1110.' 1ir. 'he t.ath..1n&i.... \he 1ltUe , ••

• \walal. ,,........ he,. ,,,..a. tor a f.. J\UI.P" \hen .wi48l11, 'l_~.tl .1M \lPM
";-

'he ~.aad I alII." ••t 'tr1'h. pr14e a\ W. I had .....a.tua1l,.I bad kl1:

e4 a IN.ttalo. fha' was I1J one t,hoqh','. the ex.lu.lon of ~1 .1••• I "A' 41a*l'.

wl\h. PJ'14. and. Jo,. When I .... '0 1\1••1t,1 ea. ihtl\ the las' ."h4J61"" .f val:!
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h.N bad pa.eN. u • ., .weatlns .ar.d w1n4.d porq wasw1l11n& .noll6h \0 I$Op

when I t.1sh'_H b1. _141•••1U. I turnM Jd. and rod. Da. an4- .pr_ ,.
\h. POWl4 ••14. 'he 11t"1. '0. JUlt aa ., m\h.,. G..e ."anA. I .11ou\'" t,.

hla.·S.e that.. J(y 11\Ue 0••' I ld11t4 .r'·
·.01 tou UcIa',1 'tou ooU14l'l''t, baye klllH hera tt he Joe"""

." 4Qwn aad ulp u. It11 ahow '0. .bat, I 4141- I an••ere". And.

to••t.ae w. "11e4 \h......1 OTer .POll ita .'her .14_, expo.1q fthe UTOW

4.e, 1ah.er aa4 un_roktn.

-"1 .,. 'loll 414.,0\1 414'- h. exela1••4, ..4a1:r1nal" And UelU "But
ob..,.u'll OAtem l' When pantttather .....,.

ae was \hen rl41na _u -.lona 'he 11ae of lU.. kl11e••l.Ttn .f \he.

blaetl, 40"1_ \he pee ,lUa. He 0...8 Oil faster When be law us .t...tine 1)

.14. \he ••all aa1llal.a.1. 40_ tro. lU.. h•••••and aeked. •• h. polAted to 1tc

"'Ib.o'. arret" 1. t.ha,,"

"lIlae• .,.row," % tal"r.4.

·Yov'I'" he orled.. And •••Ob.1ft& out t.o his .14e.h~S.d .

"'Iou ..111 ,. & Duttalo .....1' \ha' w••hall 1M pod otl 8••' 461,'OU ..,111

'b~ tJle po.t h\UlMrl But ,ou ahoul.', haye doae l'"ouflho\lldn' t ha.... folloW

M. Run1ns .rtalo 1a \00 claDsero.. tor Dol'I ft

"I oO~4n" help 1\,., po.,. ....wal Wl'A ..,I cou,ldn't, .\op J:d.a••

I .xplaiJa.....

"Hal fh1aka he 1. a 'buffalo J'\Q'Ulv. Well.,ou wl11a.e o\h• .,. on. of

,.U' 11't1. 'band, the next. ,1m••• 80 out tor .,..,," he rep11ed.,an.4 lt. ..,aa

II.an1 &. loftS c1a1 Wl\U 1 wa_ aga1.n ...111.4 with the exolt..,n' of ,be Gbal••

It. .at 1n "he tall of t.b.a\ ,Mr.\bA\,W1t.h 'I1fl aradt..t.hV ...4 1J11

u.Cll. "'0.,1 ha4 exel\••' of aao\b.er k184, ... dven,,*" tha\,1tb.eBevv I

'houabt aM'" l\,g...,. .. ..14 011111 the aoutb of 'he R1nut 4, Oha\1.

lat.er OOJlftpt.td \0 Sho.a Oreek.wu,as 1\. nut 1111'11_........\ 'ara._....
ov oU'Pea\er an4 hll helper, 'bull' lar,t ....1n.a.. and ,yen keel 'Do.., ••at

\he, were ....4... for 40wn JllTV oarg••••t 'buffalo roDe. and tv•••• It. wal

a ml1. or Ie Nle. \1\. to.\.and on 'h. fpPO'1,••14. or 'he rlvv&~' Ooa.1ni Up
,'!.;
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tre. thv. one 4&" tor eupplle.,a GOllple .f the 0&l'1'_te,.8 happen.d , ....'le

t.hat. \here were 80•• _elk in t.nei_,tJ1ab8re4 vallel tBO' tlU" a.va ~.

lU'd..u4 \he 1Ml.U'ta.ols t.o14 'ra, graac:tfaur 'k 50 40wn tbe.e and lt1l1 one •

t....f t.h_••sh. would like _._ tat. elk .ea' a8 a thana. fro. ~, of wt·

talo. 1 hea" h1m 61M 'he ."er,and .-.mn1ft6 ,. our tuart.e:rs"I 60:'..- u4

al'TO.8 oa••••l'Wllg 1\ tr•• •, R.ulA.r,Md when 111 uanUatduu" M4 unole John 0:

got. lal. the boa' with 'he earp.'••,I slippe" In'. t.he bOw ••.a"appHhMllv­

~, ey.in& t.Ae _,.....r bJ-.at.hlae , ..,1, u\11 ....ere w.ll cnl\ 1n 'he ..1"

er and X Was IIlUl'e \ha\I .&8 no' ,. lite 01'4a,..4 alhcu-e.

w. 80013. 1....4 at 'he 1Mat. ,U"4.,andaf\N- my Uandta\har aad tAnole

bad 1n.Ipeot,.e4 the 1116aao.k1n&. 'hen u ...,... oou\w.tl0.,hEUU'"d bn41a' &I .....
,

pIaU'. aMll' \he "even tidokU.. ot. the lwam lU••en hadwhlp...e4 t •• 1.,
~ked a_lot' \he).lcn\at1Qa of 'he elk,Dl76rw.fa\Mr pretended ,hat u ...
\be fir.t tsa. aot.l.•e4 'll1 p.......... "W'hat.".u awe'" he orled. "I'll D.' I •

.... W1lho\t'i ulUna '0\0' _,ur'. _...e." And ,ou bave lour 110. aa4 *'Tow.l

tbJ.Ak t.bat. JOu are aGing \0 ld.11 an elk. "'11,t..&11 aloD6 'filth u aa4 ••'11

seetfb.at, ,ou. ........

1 J)'ll1.1ed. ., lKt:w fro. \he ...e.a\ftna lt.,60t OU' a oO\lpl. of U'~o..,

aad proll41, stfttied att.. t.h- Alons • 11'.11 .om S"'a '\1"&11 l'WVllna \lP \he

va11.,.~ totton.ood. srfYe••1ara-.and.ull.....oro.s open pua of

s,rua and .....ll,... When "Dout a 1I11e tl'M \he bo.t, larA, ... to" alp .t..
\he elk \hat. ".re • day or '11'0 o14,aa4 tartrheJ' on,tJw1r fre.h '\r....,~.I'.

the, ba4 1n t,h. lUSh' OJ' -.1, 1lOn.1JI&.S•• taP \he Yule,. The)' w''''.1\1 .gaD

ta\her .&14,.. 'band of ,w.".t1v, 0.~ •......oalv••"ea:rl1nga and two 1
., . clul" ,01.... w. wen' on T • .,.., .1owll.folloft1\6 the Iraou in \be b1e,gaM tra11,ad

., ue1. ~e4.att.r .. had P....ed ~ta8h '" .ull gofta,that \he aJU.'""'

mala baA no\ lleu. t.ecJ.1rac,that t.a., ..,re appv-.t.l1 head1ag siralp' tor t.h,

HlP.ooA JIountaw,and he "'_ted t,hat .. would ove"'ake \h... ., ganUa1thtt1'

.J.&ne4 \ct 1111 "%ou are r16h"" anclI. l.d oa at, ll\1oh t ••t..r paoe tor a half·ule

or .on,...... 11tUe.a, ahead and hlp tIP on the r1&ht .1de of the "all.,•
.. lNll elk save Al. _brl11 wb1.t11n& .noJ1,iIlg .11. We w.re 'h•• 1n .. lUll

iNve,an4 .e hurr1.cl \0 \he _... of 1'.an4 looklng 0\1'.'." 'he Wllib.• ...
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Itan41na \1Pon a 11.U'N1, and ... rl46' and Ju.t Delo.. .. tJUJ1.1 .1' '0"' root 1

"i

UU 01 ItO_ 1fh1th "Ie .'nlPt. from 1t. \0 \be ft.ra ot t.ne pla1a. AJ .e "OO~
~---

....tGh11'a& lWI,he agaln 6."V. hi. plel'o1n&11 lulll .all,looked ease",. .. ud

40_ t.he 1:alle"and tal11ns \. ae' an auw... \. 1\.an.srl11MoOk h1a 11»&-11 .
an'U.eH4 b ..d.looked aad 118\••_ ap1a,8Q4 ~.. ...ent17 41'Sv.lt.e<t at. h1.

ta11\Q'11e.p....4 a Da4 in \h••ott. d:r,.ar\h,aa4 'ume( uoun4 -.4~ u.4

1801 40n 1J1 1\_

"a.'. our ...t. t" ay gan4tatJwr ....1&1... .'1. .,111 so buJt &ad

tol1.0.. \hat. .Oull.~t on.\o \he plaSA. tJ1en. .eu out \0 \he e4a..t \Ae .11tt

aboTe b.1a.an4 8boo'~1Dl l'lPt, whera he lie•• It

tilt h. 1••tl11 \here When •• g.t, \. \he top ot tne olltt," lal4

w..... _g do_ 'h. pov. an.4 In\. the coull.,and 'h. ol1alHd 1'.
MlTOlf aa4~ ...., De4 as taa\ aa .. oou14 So u.p 'he at..p asGent,and

a\ lu\.al1 ou.' of _.th,headed 1\ out QOn \he opfta plain,. quaner of •

Jill' tHaI the el1tt under .h1oh \he .lk wu 111•• fh1.Ultt ".1 t.Ae .a:rop oj
p

0' a IhaJp 'GIla.e .f 'he 1. extea41Da.t. lat. 'h. valll1.and as •• a,..

pr \ , .... aaw \ha\ 'he Upptar alde .t \he "011611e .lxlltab .....,

\)1 ul llk- \he on••• had a••••ed,ex••pt, \ha' ... was 10ft&W.aad bad a

tork '\U.t I'U .11 aol'\h ba. 1n the ,towU'4 u. W. pu••4 t.Ae bH4

ot ihl. twa ai a 41.tanoe ofa".\ tln, , ......., sraa4f&thel" 8 ..11\11' 1eat...

1n&.aJ u.no1. tol1cnr1ng oloa.,and I,on h11 r1&h'.Nnn1ne '0 It..P .P w1t.h ftb....

_ ...l.llldderall poe a -harP G7.VOPPll16 \he 1'1n. he was llol41~ with h1.

I'lP\ b&4,an.4 at \he IIUUJl6 1natan.t"suna Hoae4 heaTll1 beh1nd u,and lookll16

\)aole, W. law a a_Del' of Jndlane .t&nlB6 ,. ntn t,oward·.1 troa t.he .....
f_••

the coutu. I bad ana'ehed UP .,. Wto18'81"111.,.a8 ott.1'11\6 l' \0 1da t-n.,••,

wb.11e, '.1"l"1\)1, trlah'.ned, I ltept. ., ",. .p01\ '\h. In41.I,a\)01l\ a h~ ,an.
.tl, and I heud b.1a .xclal.,"X oan't ••• l\.t.h., baye .8b,ot, •• 11\ If1 .,.."

"the wal NIl al tas' aa lOU. oan so.ou' \0 \he olltt I ••• W111 t.~

l ...p"~., ,..... m,y 6l'anitat.her '.14 hlJa,an4 .tt h•••' ••e att.. h1JI,8Ad ~]

1n41_ •••1ngeW1tU, oa.



Chap'.. I. -5-
We kept look1n8 baok,..w that. .o.e ot \he war part,wer. Sa1n1ng

upon uI.atnd when .e had sone abo\lt halt.".., to t,he 011tt.1Il "'-I'all,her Wheel
;.n'

ed alJo"t., \014 •• \0 .\.4 beh1n4 l1.1a,and ratllns hie ..In.,tl..... at. \he 1.&4

lr.l41., &ad 40wn he wen' If the o'l.he,., p•••4 be.148 him. tor a lIomen' an4 \hen

at.uted \G eo•• OD,but IllY sran4tathel'lIIna,.hed trom my hand.s tJte ..Ule that, I

W&8 oarr,1na.and ..a he almtd 1t et \h_,tM, all 4rop~ tlat, 40_ 1n \he

paae a.a4JJage 'bNah and .ere hidden tn. UI.~tat,heraga1n ex­

oluaa6.d nIl•• w1th .e."el11ng, •• \0 1'Wl,&a4 a. ". eped. aft.er rq \Ulole,U

r.t.oaAe4 Me weapon. By that '1M,80•• ot the India.na had :'-810&4.4 theU­

sune,and .ere agaln Nnn11l6 at'er ua,tlr!.n8 at. ",and 1 wa.s op••tlne ,bat

....., IWP 'hat X mad••ould b. 'll1 laa\. I could lee my.elt ,help1••• \tpon f,he

~'W'i4.M4 \he 'errlble 8..lI1ee .taacl.1D&o..r .,oruell,l~ &8 t.n.1 are'
\ael,. lm1.... ,. ,calp lie.

\une" about. ....
.A6&1n ., araatttatheX' .hou\ed to •• to S.' beh1n4 h.1Il. A6a.1a he t1re.

at, \he ..., an4 .....opped another 0•• ot ta... h1&hwned t.hoU6b :.t .....1 8ho\l\'

.... ft1004. Go04." It. se••ad \1ut.t 11.0 oou14 no' lI1a. anyt.h1D6at. Wh1th he alaed..

A.betoH,he Gxoh.aQaed nn•• ...1\11 _,bu., ~... were no -.211•• \0 &111 .'rt.h'~

had all Cropped 40_ 1nto \he 8as' 'bNaa,an4 aa we tum8d and ran on.th.,··~

tlH4 , •• MO'. a' ....1\1\ou' .tt.e'- W. soon o~' up ...1'trh 1tl unole,,,,,d \b.~

looklna .ok,••w that. the -t' hAd 61ven. UP pVlN1t or u••and were 10•• ot>~

poued aHuad \he laa' one ot t.hM that f9.1 sraadta\Aer had shot..and ot.h".
et

w.re eolng baR t.othe tt,.st one. We were now not tu- from \he ollft,and walk
\he torn •••1•• 0'

oa t. tt..lI11 _ole poWngw1t.h the pain 1ft !ds &nIl.perspira.tiQn <b'lpp1q tJ-u

l:d.. pay ta•••

We 41c1 not look down at, th. toot ot t.he 011ft,to leam 1t 'he bull

elk _.,s .tUl there. On top or 1'iJl_a. lot of 1_6- roOka, anA 'tI11 ganUat.he

bad •• help hla make a barrloade w1th BOil. of \b._, 'beh1nd "MOb. .. could 4eten

our..ly•• to go04 a4'9'an'868. that, 4oae,lIY pmdta'U1er tore his under.hon 1n:'­

.,rlp8,-1\h wh10h he '1&11'1, bound. \he ",u14 1n .1 unol.'s *"' and .\opped 1t.

\tlee41na. We ..a'''4 ~••n..,...As,W)oU•••1I1 granUaiher .814 'hey ....re••

..." \bea all get. "6e\heran4 ,tand to'l' .... \1a_,haY1ng a ••unoU.apSW''''l1.
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u.4 at. 1a.t. .y. ott 80v.1fh ...... t.he pol,.\ 0' plalD.and eu.e.ppeaJ' 1n 'he

ooull. upon ,hat, a14. of 1\.

-'h", haye santI Len .e." I e.ola.1Jle4•

., araa4tat.her gave a ah.ol't l~' "Would. t,ha\ 1011 ••re rip,_" ­

• .,14. It..t \hey ha:rent. lett;1they 1.nt,$lla. to have l~&V.ns. tOl' th. ''''0 whO Q$

111ne ou\ the,.. in the sage1:U"U.lh. R16ht,llow e_e or t.hea ...-e ..e&k1ns back

UP the fork of ~e oou11e. tro.which 'MI tu.", t1....4 aft ue. and otJl.era are

hurry1na dcnr1\ 1nto \he tlabel' .tl0•• tao c01lplewl1 lurround u•• "

"wna'tf'b..n,are we to do?" I a*e4.

·'.ere is 'but one th1nl ",0 elf); IvUe ott aOHss the plaln stl'a1pt,

ww....4 \he tori,as aoon as lo~ u.nol........,~tl. bet-to.,.. ft
. w~~& .1

"We SO It".' Hand. •• ., rin. r".a14 M,w1n.o1ns .1tJl pa1n ... he &0''':

upon. Me t ••t.
-.01 I wIll carr1 It,"1 aa14,aa X prou41,

w. le't. the ~r1.a4e.my graJldt&~r 1n the 1...... ---1'. pa•••d ••11 \0 the rieht or '\he _ad of th. fork ot \he aiN11.J

utl"a1 "'•••n 1t. and. \h. head of t.heoC)ul18 itbat we had .aoen484 trOll the

11t.U. valle"and -ben a ooupl. of hund;red ,arcte b.,Qnd. the 80\l~ on.,w......

, .... of 'he en., 00•• UP ou.t. of "' and et.,.. at • t,heJl turned hOk 1n'0

the ooull',anet "he o~.,. ran ollt to t.he .-. of \h. 811ff__"b... w. ht.d 'bW.lt

the burloa4e.an4 t.hve,atter t1r'1ng h1s &un \0 at\rae\ attention of b11 COIl­

rad•• la.l0••he la14 'he .eapon do.,.4 1n theelp lueu4l6. be6Nl t.ll1na

t11.. \0 "tum \0 'Act \01',.8 W•••;re ao1na ott &01'0.8 the 4Pla1l'h W. 414 not. ..
i'·~;';

.t.aa4 \0 '13. all th.a.t he a1pe4,w\ .en\ Oftaoroa. \he rolllns' 1'1", plain ..

ta.t ae 11'1 unole could tnvel,and the lone 81pt.alker wae the la.\ em. of t.a.

~ t.hat .e '."JAtld at la.t..se.iA& that •• were not to \)e pu-a....,Ul1 sr~­

tat.h.. ,hanged 111. plan,and headea.t.r&1Pt tor ~ aou.th of 1.h. mYlar. 4.

Ohaa\le,..not '.0 all•• d.lstant,. awina 1;0 ., unol.' s we.laUUUI trOll 10•• of

111004,..4 't.h t9)'1'101. pain in ids aN,..e tra:rell." zaore and _1'. ,10""11,
~ • l

lAd .ere a lin.g 'true loing \0 tJle ;poin' of plain trOll 1f.b1Ob. •• GoUlA look UQ!

In\o the Hat yard.and aee \he men .o....k1Ai ibAtre,U&Jl \h•• ohe.rl1, .1~
f

a e.uullan bo.' '!NIlS. We del.andecl. 'hi 10Jl8 6111UI .lope ot 'Il.e poat. and J01,
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them;and,know1ng tl1at we were now safe from the terr1ble Ass1n1b01nes,my

young legs went suddenly weak;I flopped down upon a pile of shaving.,and l1sts

ad to the boatyardlers volubly comm1serat1riBgmy unole 1n his pain,and con­

gratulating us upon our escape trom the enemy. Said Rondin,in Frenoh: "But ~ijl

reflect,my friends,how narrow was your escape: Had the enemy arrived at the

head of the coulle but a tew moments earlier,or you a little 'later, they would

certa1nly,at a range of but a tew steps,have killed the three of you before

you could fire a ahot!"

Pla1n truth, that. It made me shiver.

Fearing tllat they would be attaoked by the enemy 1n the n1ght,Rondln

and sevaral of hie men took us up to the fort,and asked for re1nforcements.

The bourgeois gave him ten men,and forty ot fitty ot the Pikunl,who had oome

in to trade, Were eager to go with them and make a thoDOugh searoh tor the

party,and were more than pleased when m.y grandfather said that he would lead

them to the place ot our fight with them. I asked him several times, before he

lett,to be sure to reoover my boW and arrows,whiCh I had dropped When I took

up my uncle's rifle.

a~"

and the Pikuni found no t~ace of them. Of all of the var10us tribesmen of the

Northwest plains, the AsslnIb01nes were conceded to be the most adept in avoid­

1ng pursuIt. It was said ot them, that they could effectually oonoea.l them­

selves In places Where even a prairie dog would be unable to find cover.

t got back my bow and arrows.

Me.,women and ohildren of Fort Benton,we were,as I may say,one big

happy family,and kind,Just,generous Andrew Dawson we looked upon as our fa'her~

As our oarefree,simple,happy 11fe was than,so we ba1ieved it would continue to

be.on down through the years to come. The surrounding plains were alwa.ys to

be black wltll butfa1o;the Blackfeet tribes were to bring in to trade an ever

lno~a.lng number of well tanned robes,and olean stretched wolt skins,and pelt:

of rur;the powerful ste~~boats of the great American Fur Company were every

spring to brIng up from tar St. Lou1s,ample quantities ot goods tor the trade.
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We youngsters ware tausht that,1n time to oom.,we were to taka our fathers'

places as bourgeo1s,olerks,traders,ertizan8,hurlters,~dIbDorers. There was

neVer,I.lOVE.tl' to be vI! and to tb.e 6I'aat fur oompany, and its activities in its

wi:olsternmost post,F'vrt Banton.

Ca.me tiw winter ()f 186J-64,and with it,8,0 my t)l'EUldfathez' often sald,

"rising blttoc}:: clotHlL of trouble ~.nd Cjh.fJ,aaf~ttou.r· good bouI'gtrois,loll(S a auffere,r

from rhemr;.atism, one night went to the outdoor cellar, in wh.ich he kept the

valua:bla company books and documenta,a.nd fell down the stepe into 1t,a.llG.,help-

lesa,and un4ble to

and put to bed. He Wa,S S(){.m. able to ho'bble a.bout again, but trom t1lO.t time,

he talked about McJLi!lg a trip to sootland,to drink the waters of a medio1nal

epring of that oov..rlt.ry' and be oured ot bis lameness.

"If you go,you w111 ii/.9VEtr return to ua. Let me take you to the 110t,

smell-l1ke-powde:r' s.tJ;t>ings on Sun River;I am aure you will get well there, II my

grandfather told him,Wld he rep11ed that it would be impossible for him to

ma.ke the long rough journey into the mountains.

Came spring,and the first st.~boat to arrive,pr0u&lt dispatches to

the bourgeois that made very real to the 1nmates ot the fort,my grandfather'.

-eblack olouds ot trouble and change;" Accused of being Confederate sympath1s­

era. and against the Union, the Washi.l.16ton authorities r'efused to r-entf';f tl.l.6

tradinG 11cense ot ~le ~\meriaan Fur Oomp~lY,~~d Mr. Dawson Was ord~red to

dispose of Fort Benton as best he could. He t~led it over to tIle two olerks,
1

Matthew Carrol and George Staell,loa.ned them a large sum of money with whiah

to oarry on the business, and prepared to return to Scotland with his two sons,

at the last moment ir.i.sistlng that Steell make the lOll€> Journey with him.. Bi\t,

he was not to leave wlthout strol1g protest from '~he inm~tea of the tort. As

soon ~s the contents of tho dispatches were made kno~n to them, they all Qather­

ed before him in the great court,and old LOUis Bompre said,speak1ng for all:

flBi.;> Knite- ...r.s.lster Dawson...-S1rI" Then dOWil upon his knees he went,

clasped his hands as 1n prayer,and with st,raa.m.1rlg eye8 oont1nued: "You,JAr. Daw­

son, the great company, the Chouteau.,you all are our papa,.e are you:r ohilven
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children. We beg you,do not sell this Fort Benton,th1s home that we love. Oh,

do not desert usl Without you,how can we live? Ie it the Americans,the Yakees,

that you tear? Sir, say but the word and we will'-ld this tort for you, hold

it against all enemies. Never,never shall they take it trom youl N

As the old man spoke, the other engages gathered closer behind him,

and also knelt and olasped their hands as in prayer. It was a powerfully af­

fecting sceneiyoung though I was,it touched me deeply. I knew that I was cry­

ing,and was not ashamed ot my tears. I say the bourge01s put hand to his

e1fs.

Said old Auguste Champaign,following Bompre'a plea: tlK'eie Dawson I

Ke,I helped bUild your Fort Union. I was one ot those who, under your James

KlpP,helped build your Fort Piegan,at the mouth ot the Marias. I helped build

Fort MackenzieiFort Lewis;with my own hands made many of the adobies in these

Fort Benton walls. I expeoted to live and to die in the service of SkB yov

great cpmpany. Though you sell the torts belo"do not 8ell this one and make
$

us your children homeless. Here all around us, the buffalo, the wolves, the beav­

ers are as plentifUl as ever, and you have all the trade of all the Blackfeet

tribes. Let us hold this tort for you, against any Who may attempt to take if.
and though you are rioh,you shall grow muoh rioher. ft

"My good triends,all that you have sald ~ouches me here in my heart,"

the bourgeois replied. "I have to go,but I hope to return. I retain an interea

in this fort. In going, I leave you in good hands. That 18 all that I can lay.

I teel Bad enough to leave you,even tor a t1me. Do not make it harder for me t

go, try anyhow, to be cheerful. It And w1th that he turned t.md hobbled baok to

his quarters. With his sons,and George Steell,he lett the next day,my grand­

father on the one slde.and old Bompre on the other, supporting his paintul step

from the tort to the levee and aboard the boat. And sadly we all watohed him
1

go,never to return.

1 Note bY,~1f••L;$.: Long years atter this event,Andrew Dawson t s sons reurned
to America,and ene of them,Thomas,came Joseph Kipp and me,at our plaoe on
Biroh Creek,Blackfeet Indian Reservation. A pensioner ot ours,old Henri Robarr

I< stared and stared at him, and at last as}::ed who he was. "That is a son at your
long time ago bourgeois,B~Kni:te--ft.ndrew Dawson, ft Mr. K1pp rep11ed. And at
that the old engage knelt before young Dawson,took his hand and kissed it and
::::e~~n;;etgtete3r}lt:tJl,\,lf/r/~/t:}- French and English. It Was a most atfeot
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All through the winter,my grandfather had been talking about the mount-

ain.,longing to camp again along them,and now that he was tree,lus term ot

~erviee~"~the great company ended with its end,he suddenly decided to go

back to them,to trap beavers,and insisted that we should all of us,his sons

and daughters and grandsons,go with him.

We were a week or more preparing tor the long trail,and many were the

aurevoirs shouted atter us as we struck out tram the tort one morning,a cara­

van of no mean length. Twenty and more paok horses and travol horses, carried

and drew our belongings,and we had more than seventy free horses,wluch my un­

cle Franoois,my brother and I herded along in the rear of the column. My grand­

father led,and at intervals along the line ot loaded horses rode my grandmoth­

er,uncle John and h1s wlte,and my aunt Lizzie,then about twenty,and unmarried.

My brother and I could hardly keep our eyes ott. our father ;he had PUt away

his blue cloth, brass buttoned company service clothes,~nd now,like the rest at

uS,wore hooded,blanket capote,woolen shirt,blanket trousers,and gaily beaded

moccaslns. He didn't look natural. somehow didn't see. to tit In;he sat stitfly

in the saddle;held his rifle aWkwardly. For many years he h~d seldom ventured

outside the walls of the torts in whloh he had worked. He had never car-ed to

hunt.had never even killed a buffalo, nor trapped a beaver. But how good he

ha.d ever been to my brother and me. He had patiently taught us to read and

wrlte;repeatedly told us that we must live so that we Should never shame the

good blood that was in us, that of the Monroes,De 1& Roches,lus own Virginia

t'orebears,and that of our great-grandfather,Lone Walker, who had been a Pikuni

chief of the highest character. 'Year after year he had sent to st. Louis tor

toys and games and story books, wonderful Ghrlstmas eprnlng surprises for U8. On

thls morning, when we awaok.,we had found on top ot each little pile of our

olothing,a brand new cap lock rifle of light weigllt,well filled pOWder horn

and ball pouoh,and boxes of caps. We had been so pleased and excited over the

gifts, weapons that we had longed for more than anything else in the world,tha.t

we had barely tased the good breakfast set before us. At the table,grandtather

Monroe had,however,somewhat dampened our enthusiasm by saylng to us, ....tly:
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". gun is dancerouB without loct, stock or barrel. You are both very you11& to

carry rifl•• , so your father and I have agreed that you arenot to load and

).'.1.'" them except when we or your uncles are with you. !ut ,pi shall have plenty

of opportunities to use them; Nisto., Jlahltwiyipoahts, kitaksltinitachis 8ahmsin,

kyi ikyakachsin". Which was to say,I rising Wolf,shall teach you huntinc ani

trapping.
On that tirst nieht out from the fort, w. camped about t ....nty miles from

it,u~ on the Teton, the Unitisisieakta - Milk River - of the :Blackf.et tribes, hav-

il2& passed dUring the aft.rnoon, many herds of buffalo am sllaUDanels of ante-

lop., that always sLowly retreated t rom our a pproach. As we neared the river,

our uncle John hurrieel oj aheael, ani when we canght up witb. him at the e.ce of

a 1011& crove of cottonwoods, we t ounei him ekinning an elk that he had killei.

From that tillll ,until aftar wa _de c_p at the foot ot lower Two IIIdicine Lodle.

Lake, four day. later, not a shot ...as tired 1l>y any... , althoUlh we we... rarely out

of sieht ot C- ot 80. kincl.

'!'his was my brother', ami my introduction to the Rocky Mountains. Fro me

the plains around Fort lenton, we had allmired their Isroff snow capped heiehts, so

eooly Cleaminc in the hot sunnertlllll, ad loneed to camp amonc them• .Ancl here we

were at le.t, three lodles of UB, at the foot of a clear, col. lake, beautiful be·

yond our fondest imacinations of mo1intaialakes,am above it, rimmiq the head of

the vaUey were wellra 8hape~ ,eats that 8eeme~ to beckon us to climb

their bare h.i,hts, and explore the vast snow fieles • ice, ou, grandf..ther said -

that lay between them. Nearer, on the richt or the valley rose a rea and. &ray rock

mountain, at the foot of which nestled another lake. Somehow, I admire. this

creat mountain more than I di. IDly of the othere in eicht. Littl. eli. I thea

think that, more than thirty years later, this mountain ...as to be my irand-

father's monument, that my friend Apikuni, and. I.eI'. to name it for him, Msing Wolf

It ...as .ear sund.own when .... made caw. setting llP our lec:l&es clos. to

the west bank of the outlet of the lak., and about fifty yerds from the shore of

the latter. As I h_ve sai~. we bad three lodges,all of them of new, well tann••
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buffalo cow leather. My uncle 1Iohn anti his wife occupied one of them; my I"-nd..

father aD! grandmother, uncle Francois aDd aunt Lt••ie, had the second one, and

our family the third, lefore leavinc Fort lenton, ray gran.rather had painted in

bleck, upon e~ch side of his lodge, a larse figure of a zan,and above it,_ wolf,

risiDI up, the pictograph of his name, Ri8in& Wolt. He had told. UB boys that,years

before when camping with the Kootenai Indiana at the Lakes Insid.e .. St.MaryB

Lakes - the chier of the tribe had advi.ed him to so paint it, and also trees alone

the trai. 18 lesdine to his camp, so that waDdering war parties of his tribe Imd

other mauntain tribes, would never mistake it tor an enemy camp and attack it.

Though the Blackfeet tribes were more otten at war than at ,eace; with the.e

mountain,ani west-ot-the-Rockies tribes,Kootenais,Kalispells,Pen d'Oreille.,

SpoJames, ani Nez Perces, and though rsq grandfather was aoneid_reel by the.e latter,

,8 Blackeet, though White of skin, they kne. that he was a _n ot peace, striviDg

always for peace between the tribes ot the JDOUfttai.ns and those ot the plains, and

were aver fri_nily to him.

'!'hat first night at the lake, my uncle Francois stood luar. over our

herd of horses. In the marning right after breakfast we all eet to work to build
close to our lodge.,

• carrel. ti''1which to keep the rmimals nights,ana prevent any enemy war party stallp-

edinc them. We completeel the work by nooD,and then,after eating,Rising Wolf,so I al~

ways loved to call him, said that he was loing to paint his name picture alol1& the

bil, valley trall, and that my bre:t,her and. I could take our rifles and 10 with him.

Undo r his di rections, \f. loatled the weapons f or the first time, he repeatedly warn-

us that we must aleays carry them at halt-cock, never with the hammer down

upon the cap, and that we must never point them at anyone even when empty. The

barrels were rifled, so we had to eet the patched balls into them with short

ball starterB~berore driving them down upon the p"der with the ramrods, and he had

repeatedly asserted and did so now, that his smoothbore glintlock rifle was by far

the better weapon,as it carried a much larcer ball ani could be more quickly loade••

We knew from the frequent talks that we had. heard about firearme,that rifled bar-

rels .ere far more accurst.,and had creater ranee than smoothbores,aut our lath-

or had cautioned us never to argue with the old. man about it,and we never did.

To the very last, he believed his ancient luke was more powerful,more to be depended
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upon in a time of Iianger, than any other make ot weapons that was ever invented.

We lett camp on foot, followed the well worn trail down across the bil

prairie .t the foot of the lake, and stopped in a narrow strip of pines anti cot­
/

to_oods that bordered a amall stream runni~ from the mountains down into the

river. There Rising Wolt scapled the trunk of a tree with his big,Hui8on's Jay

Company knite, and pieses of shining black coals from a sackful of them that he

had gathered from around his lodeefire, painted quickly his man-an4-wolts!ln

upon the white wood. We then went down across ~ narrower strip of prairie and

into another little crove, and when our grandfather stopped to bark,and paint

~nother tree, Robert siened to me to go on down the trail with him; and unnoticecl

we stole away.

On the clay before, there had been some buffalo here, but at the approach

of our caravan they had fled across the river end up the ridge onto the plain.

We now found signs of other game, f nsh tracks of deer and elk in the foot prints

ot our horses in the dusty trail, end side by side, with ready rifles, we stole on
Ro.ert Whispering to.: "

down it, eagerly leoking for the animala,whichever of us first aees a deer or

elk, is to have the shot at it."

"Yes. Of course" I replied.

we passed through the grove, and were halt w.y across a sraall lTassy park,

when we saw that the thick brush at itslower end,willows and tall rosebruej,w8s

quivering as an animal of some kind pressed. through it,coine up the valley. We

faced that waY,and after a moment as the brush ceased quiveriD&, Robert "ssed to me:

-Do you see it!"

"I QO, Just a part of its body, dark like that of a buffalo. It is a

buffalo~ I am going to shoot!"

.lthour;h I followed the line of his rifle barrel as he raised the weapon

and took careful aim, I still could not discover anything like an ••imal in the

brush. He fired, and with the report there burst upon our ears s frightful,hoarse

roar of pain and aDger, and out from the brush with quick high leaps came a bear;

a monstrous bear, seem incly as big as a bufrab bull. Clearing the brush, it stoppe.

and sat up,~o our ~richtened eyes .. tall mountan of heaving fur,a huge grizzly
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bear, of whose ferocity we had heard so many terrible tales. I wanted to

Jl!rn and run, but there flashed through my mind the assertions of the 014

trappers at the fort, that it was useless to attempt to run from a grizzly,

that the one thing to do was to stand and try to kill the mimal as it came

on. And.t that, I took carefulaim at the side of its body, just at the edge

of the ribe, as I had so often heard was the most. vi tel place,. I fired, saw

the bear flinch and with terrible roaring clap a paw against its side, end

with long bouncing leaps come .-t UBi Then I did run. I saw Robert rinuunc ­

and lost 8itht of him. I was sure that the bear was gaining upon me, though

I toul. not see him; I dared not take time to look back, and I had the dread­

ful !ee1ine that every forward step that I took would be my last one. "His­

inc Wofl! Rising Wolf! Help! I shouted.
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I was running back up the trail - heading for the grove in which we had

left out' grandfather. I could not resist the ur&e to:.look back to see if the

bear re~lly was after me. H. was, and coming fast, bloody ioam oozing from his

partly open mouth. I was now quite near the grove, and saw with sickening des-

pair that, even if I could reach it before the bear could overtake me, its huge

cottonwoods were unclimbable. Again I shouted:"Rising Ibvlf~ - but my breath

was going, I could no'~moJ". than gaS! the atbe r word, "Hel,1t A:ai1 then I noticed

that an outstanding one of the great trees on the left of the trail,had a

stuny and very long limb that arched toward the ground, and that by a high

jump I might possibly grasp it near its outer end and swing up onto it and

climb above reflch of the bear. I dropped __ empty and useless rifle and made

for the limp, sprang and siezed it with both hands, and just as I was raising up

ontoit, the bear lunged up and struck at me, one of its claws ripping my right

trouser le~ from the ba~k of the knee down, and cutting into the flesh. The

downward force of the blow caused me to lose my right hend grip of the limb

and for an instant I swung suspended by but one hand; but with a last upstrain

I managed to renew my hold and tried to raise up onto the limb and found

that I hadn't sufficient -atrength, I looked down and saw the bear turning about

to spring at me qagain. ItHe will get me this time- was my despairing absolutely hope-

kess thought, and right then the bear suddenly sank quivering to the ground, and

close by,ll1Y grandfather's ruke g;ave £: thunderous boom: I tiropped to the ground anti,u

too weak to get upon my feet, star,ed~. at the dying animal.

-what does this mean! What have you boys been doin&!1t cried my grand-

father, as,hastily reloading his ruke, h8 came and stood over me, his blue eyes

all brit;ht with anger. I saw my brother running toward us from the other side

o! the little park, and he came before I could get breath to answer the question,

and exclained.:-Oh, what a whopper of a bear: i~x¢QX1UI1E.JXlaU_x)t.n·xlilXWe

got him, didn't we!"
Yes, and he all but got your brother! Come quick now, let me hear all
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"!he bear was going through the brush, down there; we could see it ahek-

ing; and then I saw just a little of its body end thought that it WBS a buffalo,

and when I fired, it came jumping out into the open ana sat up, and then brother-

fired, and it came for uB,"Robert replied.

"I've a good mind to give you a real switching! !oth of you!" the old

man esclaimed And then, after a moment;WWell, you had 8 naarow escape. Let this

be 8 lesson that you must never shoot at anJthing that you can not plainly

see, know for auf'e what it i8. Why that might have been me, or one of your un-

clea moving through the brush! And another thinct You boys are not to go about

shooting at grizzly bears. You are not to go off by yourselves to hunt, and if

you again sneal away from lIle, when I take you out, I will put your rifles where

you can't get then! again, this summer. There: Do you understand that!"

"Yes, .A;nd now let's ski. the bear. I want to see where my bullet

struck it" Robert quickly replied. ~self, I could do mo more than nod my head

I was still seeing myself swinging from the limb above, and the llear t-urnina

to make another spring for my dangling body. There was a gone feeling in the

pit of my stomach.

But after a time, I managed to get up and help with the skinning of

the great bear, that weighed, Rising Wolr said, all of a thousand pounds. His

shot had broken its neck. Robert had shot it well back, and my bullet had pierc-

ed the end of one lung, from the effect of which it would have soon died, had

not my grandfather wo opportunely snuffed out its life.

Having finished skinning the bear, we went en down the trail, and after

Rising Wolf had put his name signs upon three or four more trees alol1i it, we

hurrie~ back to C8~P, and got en old horse that was not afreid of bears, upon

which to pack in the heavy hide. Then, when we dropped it .pon the ground i'

\ front of the lodges, the women made loud protest against it being put there, and

declared that they would not flesh, nor peg it out to dry ,as they were not Sun

Women - that is, sacred WOaJln, women who had,with vows, and fasting and prayer,

taken part in the building of the annual &reat lodge, the sp-called medicine lodge,

i
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Jut just then our aunt Linie came trom the river with a

t

bucket of water. and atter listening to them for e moment, she set the bucket

down and said to us: "Even it the bear is a man-animal, I am not afraid or it;

and though I am not a sacred lodge woman, I will tlesh this hide. and dry it. and

tan it for a bed robe for my breve young nephews!-

"Good - Good! I'm glad that I have anyhow one child who is not

8 coward" Rising Wolt exclaimed, in Pikuni, so that all there would understand.

"To rear the shadwws (souls,or spirits, or ghosts) ot bears, as capa-

ble to harm us 8S are the shadows CrowB,Assiniboins or of any other e.emies, is not

cowardly" my grandmother told him.

"We will not argue about it. Our daughter will tan the hide. She will

not be harmed by doing it"

"Not it my prayers can protect her:-

I did not hear the rest or the argument. for aupt Linie was caUt"

to ttobert end me to help her with the hide. Ws dragged it to the scattering

I timber bordering the leks, and cut a small tree, about four feet above the ground

the stump to be the fleshing post. We threw the heavy hide over it, em with

her fleshing instrument. a bone handled.s8w toothed chisel-like steel, she beian

at once" with quick downward strikes ot the flesher, to remove the meat and fat

with which it was coated. ~etore sundown, the hide was pegged out upon the

ground, its flesh sids as smooth and white as a piece of paper.

In the eheertul light of Rising Wolf's lodge fire, around which
John and Francois

we all lathered, that evening. he decided that our uncles/sbould trap down the

river,ami up its tork heading in the Two Medicine Pass, and that he and our tath-

er should trap above the head of the leke.

"Am my two boys will remain here in camp, to protect us," said our

mother.
"Ho" We are ioing With irandtather; he is to teach us to tra," cried

Robert.
Our mother, and grandmother. making loud protests against that, were

silenced bp pur aunt Lizzie, who said "Of course, they will &0 with tather; they
have te learn to trap. I can do all the guarding of camp. and herding of the
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horses that is necessary". And w~.n she said that, she made no idle boast.

There ..vel' was iii. braver young woae.n than LLiad.• Mont"e. She bael a good
with it

small-bore rifle and loved to hunt, and had killed/numbers of deer, elk, antelope

and buffalo.

Said our grandfather, decisively: -.y turns, the boys will help you

guard camp and the horse hent. TOlllorrow, Robert remains with you".

"Oh,no!" I am the eldest, I ahould be first to CO out with you!" he

loudly asserted.

"You will ntmain right here, tomorrow, and think of nothing but your

craziness of this day, that almost caused the deeth of your brother:" the old

man sternly told him, and he Buisided.

At dawn, the next mornilli, the borses were turned out to graze, au

.fter breaifast, we caught and saddled those of them that were to be used. The

sun was just coming up over the rielee when I got upon my pony and follned my

gra~df'ather and father aofoss the fort of the river, aDi vI' the heavy game

trail pm tie north side of the lake. We went but a little way, when the old man

called a hal;, got down from his horse and, barking a foot or more of the side

of a large quaking aspen on the richt of the trail, marked his name sign upon

the clear white surface of the 1II00d. tt waa, he said, most important that he

do that, as the trail was ftrequanted by the West-side tribes when they came over

on our side of' the ranee to bunt and trap. None of them had been in here in

the last aix or seven yeers, but they were likely to come at any time. ae

blazed end name-painted five or six trees along the trail before we arrived at

the head of the Ie ke. And while my father and. I sat in our saddles watchinc

his quick sure work, he told us of several adventures that he had had in the

the valley when hunting and trapping here with the ,ikuD1 in years Ion: ,ast.

All the way up the trail, we had Itimpsed at iutervals, deer ami elk

i letting out of our way, end now, when opposite the head of the lake, the oltl. me
and tether our harsee

Biened to us to tlismount/ end quietly tell.. him, as he hoped to show us something

worth seeiIll. We sneaked down through the timber for a hundred yards or more,

to the edge ot the inlet of the lake, am following it up, mon came to a beaver
dam all of eiiht teet in heir;ht,and so 01. that full grown spruce and cottonwood
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. t.rees .'004 plent.ltulll along 1\.

-5- ~.
We ellmbed lts steep alope,and,oau...,l.lsly

looking over It,8"W that 1t extended oleal" aorOS8 the valle, ,da.mm1l16 a pond

that was all or a quarterot .. ml1e 1n wldth,and whlCh had atllts hea4,.another I

4a1I,not 80 lons. There were more than a dozellarge beaTer l~dges .oattered

a'bout 1n the pond,and r1.ins troll ......,iJIIIr,\o s1.x and aore teet above 1.\.

surtaee,and,broad clay thoughlt was.we Gould .ee several beavers swimmlng.if'l)

about allong th••, "There! I sn t \ that a 81ght to malte a trapper t s heart s1~

It 1.s as I believed it would b•• We are golns to malte a b1g caton ot the tlat

t.a11s rlght ~,this one pondl" the old man exola1me4. And wlth that,we rose

up and .t,oo~ u.pon the dam, and seeing us ,M.£l'1 beaver loud.ll slapped the

water w1th ••tal1,and wlth answerlng 8lapa the ot-hers echoed Its warning,.and

all dived and took .helter ln thelr 1046e••

Then,1fhile we stl11 stood there,sI1ent.,gloating over the plentitude
loud

or the beaverl,a "and Ilow splOBhI Iplo.hl sploshl of the water caused us

to look to t.he west shore,and there we saw a llu6e bull moose walking along the
I

muddJ sballo•• ,hls new growing. velvet coated antlers l ellowly glistening ln th

morning lUll. He was the tlrst ot h1s klnd that I had ever seen,and I thoU5ht,
of 1>0"

thBt I had never seen an an animal so hugely homell.big though he was~'lon.g

nosed,drooping lipped head wlth lts underhanglng black haired wattle, seemed to

be too large and heavy tor his .Ize.

"We Jlust have himI Best ot· all "he meat animals in these mountains I
,

Come on,we will head him ottl" RILing Wolt whispered to us. I had never seen... ..
him 80 exclted,so eager to make a killing.

'1No,I'll stay here.10u go don't want to kill him," my father re­

plled,and when the old man backed down otf the dam,I did too,and trailed after

hlm as he ran out along its base.

rl tore our way through tangles ot brush and high grass,acros. mUddy.,-
seepages trom the pond,and at last,wh~ near the west end of the dam. the old

'. man motioned me to stand, and oautiously '11mbed up and looked out over it" do
\

\ ed baok and motioned me to tollow. We ran tifty or sixty yards farther,and thu
\ signed to me

when he again started to climb the dam,he ••dllUUd me to go UP with him. A'
brushY

moment later,we looked out across the t;'op ot It,anl'lif10J there Was the aoo•• ,
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not tltty lards ott,stl1l splcshing through the shallow margln ot the pond,and

comlng stralght 1;oward us. 1 gave the old m.an·s"lrtsleev~a qulck tug,and

whlspered,nLet me shoot hi•• n He trQwned,looked at me sharply ,hesltatlngl, ,

and then nOdded a8sen1;. I afterward reallzed thati. 8 was an act of great

selt-denlal on his par". that he had been Just as e&681" as I, to make the ahot.

I lost no tlme In 81len\ly oocklng my rl1'1e, brlnglll(S 1t to my shouldeZ' and

almlng It fa1r at the oenter of the ~l' 8 breas\. I tlred, saw hlm tllnch, and

turn and make tor the Ihelter ot the tlmber,and after a fe.. ; r4 leaps,

.tagger and tall under a great spx-uce a llttle way back trom the shore.

"Goodl A good Shot' Boy,your are goltlES to be a real hunterl" orled

my grandfather. And then,as I started '0 run to the fallen anlmal, "Stopa" he

shouted to me. nA realhunter,atter tlrlng,never moves a step It he can avold

1',untll he has reloaded h11~; el"

It was not the tlrst. t1me I had been repremanded tor that. I felt

terribly asbaaed. Wlth trembllng tlngers I reloaded the weapon,the old man

pat.lently wat.ch1116 Jle,and then allOWing me to be ~st to arrlve at the s14e

J ot the dead .bull. How I gloated oveZ' his lmmense slze' A thousand pounds ot

the beat. ot meat,my grandfather sa14,a. he la14 aslde hla Me and,drawing 111.

't~~te,began lharp.ning It wlth the st.el that he alWays e&l'Z'led. I was dl.ap­

polnt.d,though,when my father came,and .howed no enthu.laSJl over my kl11. I
the

there reallzed tor the tlrat tue, that hunt1n& and trapping ot $n1mals was to

b1m,hard an unpleaaant work. I worrIed about It;could not understand why he

could t1nd no exoltement and pleasve In It,as dld my 6randtather and uncles.

We loon Rlnned the bull,and·tled the pleoes of Its meat two and two

together,tar to paok home upon our horses. My grandfather then told my father

that he cauld set hls slx trapsl.IiJDg the east aIde ot the pond,and tha.t~i_"
~~

would take this alde. We all went to the horses, and after my father had t'&ken

his bunch of trap.,.y grandfather and I crossed baok wlth all t11»ee ot t,he

anlmals,tled them near the butohered moose,and the. went on to set our slx

I" trap.. I had never aeen a trap s~t tOr 'beaverl,and now watohing my grandtathe

and llstening to hIs careful explanatlon ot the reason tor everythll16 t,hat he

d1el,I'D8oame tremendou.ly Interested In It.
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As we were passing a beaver sllde,or trail,running trom the shore 0 '

to a tree that the animals had telled,and along whioh they were dragging its
to the pond, /

limbs,he stopped,and said that, while some trappers set their traps at the
I

/ toot of elides,it Was not a wise thing to do,as a beaver oaught there Would

be seen by others,in lts drowning struggles,and they would thereafter avoid

that slide,and all the other slides 1n the pond, for a time. It w,s also unwise

to tear out a portion of the top ot a dam and eet a trap there.:...s a beaver

oaught at the place would frighten otf the other - .:l4o, the one and on]
least

proper way, was to deooy the animals to traps where they would l.aU suspeot

they had been set.

A few yards farther on,we oame to a,vlaoe where,at six or eight fee

out from the shore,the water was thr e teet or more in depth,and there the 01

made preparations to set one ot the}' raps. He out a slender alder about ten

teet ln length, that had a sturdy tork at its tip,much wider than the diameter

of the rlng at the end ot the trap ahaln,and atter lopping off the limbs ot t

pole up to the tork,so that each limb stub was about an lnch 1n length,he

the rap opon,and ran the butt ot the pole a little w ''-through the ring.

tHing off his moocasins,he waded into the water with the outfit,and Wlder

water....~.t.x~~ jabbed the butt ot the pole tirmly into the

and so slanting it, that the Whole length ot the pole was well bel· ~. the

of the water. Next,he set the trap firmly.upon the bottom,in about six

of water and close to the pole,and open1ng hi~ scent Jar,stuck a n end of a

dead stick into it, working it about in the thick grown mass until it was well
shoreward

coated,and then set u~ the stick B&ak trom the trap a toot or more "and set 0

other stioks outward trom it,in the shape of the letter V. The 80ent was the

oastors,or soent glands ot the beaver,mixed With aloohol to preserve it,and

the oastors were worth about tour dollars a pound at Fort Benton. They were
like g.

used by ohemists in the manutacture ot pertumes. :eJ"S Were,animas alwa.ys

on the lookout for traces of their kind, ~ old man explained as he prooeeded
.~ -

with his work. As dogs snitfed at trees and rocks along the trails,to learn

it poss1ble,who ot their brothers had been there,so did beavers go stra1ght

to places trom whioh came the powerful castor odor. The tirst beaver to oatch
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the castor odor here,would swim 1n to ,Investigate lt,enter the V ot stiaka and

come ~o a stop before the rear one of them,the ba1ted st1ck,to smell it,and

~ -hen the animal stopped,its body would settle in the water,and one or the o~~er.
I#-

of its hind teet would be caught in the trap. Instantly,the trapped one would

turn about and make for deep water,and as 1t went,the trap chain rina would

sllde out along the set pole to lts tork,and then,when the be'ver tound th&t lt

could go no farther,and that the weight of the trap was pulliIl8 it down,it~wo,u]

would try to return to the shore;but the chain ring could not slip back past
slanting 81~p~1 toward the ti of the pole,

the projecting stubs of th~ ~b8,and conseq ently,after a brief struggle to

keep its head above the e trapped one would drown. 'I
{ In the next tavorable place above,the old man allowed me to set

a trap,and I did it to his complete satlsfection,' nd telt quite proud ot my

sklli. We 800n set all". ot the traps,he thr~,and I three,and then, return­

ing to our moose kill,we were met by my tather,who ~her frettully said that

he teared that he did not know how to set traps tor beavers,and asked the old

an to show him how to do it. e loaded the moose meat and hide upon the horse

and crossed baOk to the other slde ot the pond, set the other six traps up

along lt,and then,leading our heavily loaded horses,went back down the trail

to oamp,arrivlng there a.t sundown. We had broil·ed ribs ot moose tor our supper

and I thought that I had never tasted meat sO good. I was very proud ot my

kill,and very happy,but tor one thing' I wanted to go with Rising Wolt ln the

morning,to see What the traps held that I had set,but ccord1l18 to the old

man' s orders, the morrow was to b " my day to guard camp and h~rd the horses. I

Whispered my trouble to my mother,and abe patted my shoulder and told m& not t
she ' \

worry, that would arrange tor me to go. And at that I dropped back upon the

couch ot blankets and 80tt buttalo robes that my brother and I shared, and was

almost lnstantly asleep.

Came morning,and at breakfast,our tather told Robert nd me that it

had been deolded that he was to be the camp guard and horse herder,and We were

to trap in his place,Robert with our uncles,I with Rising Wolf. and then our

aunt Lizzie declared that she was r1ght then going to quit all camp work,and
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.,. ••' with sran.t'at,her $Ad ••,us 1ihree again,t John and Franooi. and Robert.,and

she would bet, her sorrel-p1nto horse against John', black·pln~,tbatwe would

~a'ch the mo,t .beavers. Uncle John accepted her otter,and they shook banda

upon it. The horses had been turned out at day116ht,to graze,and Robert and II

with boun41es8 Joy 1n this, unexpected tum ln our attalr•••. an4 'broUi>ht th_

in,and the 'wo part1es ot us were soon upon the way to our trapping sroun4••

R1s1ng woltled otf ,aore.s the outlet and up \he tr&11,1I1 aunt and

then l"'oS. tollowll16_ "I. all but ran lnto a small 'band or buffalO. tba\·".....·

edan(tled " the rl4ge wlth great orashlng ot brush and dead st1oks.a.nd far­

ther on, we frlptened elk and deer, as on the previous day. 'fhea,nearthe head

of thelake,Ri.ing Wolf rode to one slde ot the trall,and polnt-eel down \0 1t.

and my aunt and I look1na.eaw the t"OkS of a b16 9'1&zly and several I1ttle

ones,1I1 the yell'lJ,dew da.D}~t.~d·dut: flThetold ...WOllangot the soent of your lieu"'.
and 1. probably up at 1'~ ~ing a bl6 ea••;

kl11, we wl11 have to be oareful uaother grizzlles are bad lIedioln.'." .e were

to14. And then as we r04e on. th1nklne of tales that we had beard of the feroo­

ity of old mother bear•• maybe we ebivered a blt.
When we arrlTed at the ponel, we examined tlrst. '\he six traps that

Rising Wolf and'I had set for III father. The 10...1' one of trh_ was, to 111
eaGh on.

great d1aappointment,Ul1sp+&.I bad. expected that 'ax of "he 'welTe would bet

tast to a 'beav.,.1 Nor was there a bea"er 1n the s~nd one. We c.e "Q the
thir4

~ plaoe,where I .,selt had made the •••,and III heart

th.wlped hard agalnst my rio. when I saw that the trap was 50n8a "We have 10.t

it,a be.".r bas gotten away w1th ltl" I 01'184.

"Loo.en the stake pol.,and pull 14 In, h said Rls1ne Wolf ,and drop­

ping my rlfle, I .pranglI••~••nr"i'Gbank: down into the wat.r.....aocca.1ns and all,

Tanked 'he JItU~ pole tree. and. instantly telt that there was a heaV)"

welght at It. outer enel. 1 pu.lled lt 1.n,b.and over hanel,ran up the bank. wlth l'

and. drew aehore a big beaver,4. fur all plastered .l.ek and shin, &&a1nst 1'.
, ~

, , body. I .tooped and 11fted It,and. leam.d that,for lts sJf-.the beaver wa.

"- the heavlest ot all our animal•• I dropped it upon the marsh ~as8 and,tH_

of the water,ine tur began to flu.ff up,blaolt1sh brown and thiCk an4 aott. Prill

tti-,the old m.an .a14,as he treed the boq of the trap.the While I \old 1111 aunt
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that I had set tbe trap,ibat the beaver was m'1 very own oatch. Jlyl JIll .aut X

was proud of myself'

Two of the remaining three traps on that alde,were fastt to drowne4_.1:J

,tt1tt beavers. We drew thea ..shQre,and leAYing iheJl there,gottento our horses

and oroS8~ng below the dam to the other 't4e ot the val18"oa.utlou.ll approaoh

ed the rema1ns ot the Bl008..., that I had lUlled. We found \batt, a. B1'1n6 Wolt

had predloted. tthe old. _otber srlzZll and her oubs had gone .trallAt there. and

feastted hUgel, upon the parte of the oaroa.e that we had lett.,and the old 114SA

said that,as she would ooae aga1n end agaln to teast.unttl she had f1nished

the la8~ sorap of the meai, theth1ng tor U8 to do was fto oease trapplng \b.ere

tor the tlu. OUr horse. n.ad beooBl. very uneaal.and by \he way thel snlffed

the air,andlnorted.and wa1H.m,ed the su.rrounUng tlmber,we were Bure that the

bears were not far U&Jt h"om u•• So.wh11e ml aunt and I kept, a oloa. lookou.t

tor them, the old man took up the .lx trap••but. one of thd tast to a beaTer•
.~.

He .ald that,wbile beaTers pa14 no at.tentlon to the odol' ot 1,he deer klrf.a1.1T

~r dead. t.hel kept as tar awal as pOlsible from the ."&rn1n.6 odor ot bear. and
'\

all the other animals t.hat preyed upon ihe., so we were lueky to have oauant

even one upon that side ot t.be pond.

We hurried baok t.o the trall slde ot the pond, qu,1ekl, Iklnne4 OUl"
t18 hide. an4

'beavere,and taking all the'lrap•• rode on up tbe va11e,.00a1n~h:Pr.lUlentll.to\h.

mo,t. remarkable waterfall that there ls,perhapa,1n all t.he world,a fall. naa.4

for afar bae. ancestor ot mlne. a 10un.g woman who never' marrled, who beeaae a

warrior and leader of war parties,and dled in battle,the only Plkun1 womaa who

was ever &1v8n a man f s naae,Pltamakan••Rwm1ng Eagle. 8he was a al.ter ot 141

great-6I'andfatJ1er t Nl tawah.:fa-.Lone 'Walker.;li

A ml1e or 'herea1 above this pillo.,and ;at below the foo't of ~.

seoond Two Med1clne Lake, the river cU.appear. in a uas ot lara.bouldv., ana
tollowing a.ubterranean ohannel,at las' ~.t. forth trom a J~e4. hole high

1 \ up In." a rock ledge crossing t,he 't.allel.and talls lnto a deep pool .at. the .toot
~ through the b16 beaTer pondB

ot It.trom there flowing on gentll t.o the ,lake below. I bad heard great ,&1••

about rq WOman wa.nlor anoeat.o,.,and no".as I stared up at t.he dark oavern fro.
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"hich the r1ver came tOMing and roaril16 down tJle ledge,and in which s.tie had

onO$ taken retuge,I knew that ahe must have been more brave than soat ot \he

men ot her raee,tor \0 enter tllere.the home,the lurk1I16 place of the dread
) a. .he hA4tl~1 be:Ll4tved .1\ to be,

tinder-water People...__....'Ul act tJ1an faolng ot tho oneill 1n

battle. Bore than ever,l wished that I could have known h~.beautltul louna

taman that ehe was said to have been. w1shed that 1 could bave 8een her cliabl_

the preoipitou.s ledge.and. withou.t talterlna,going slowly and surely on into

the dark oavern. I began huamlne one of her war sGng.,one tbat she was sald \0

-haVe oompo.ed,and then R181ng Wolt,Shouting to make himself heard above the

roar of the tal18, sald to u,"o1n~lng \0 a'·••i> worn villi; down the .'eep bank

1nto t,he pOol: ft!hat 1s an otter allde, and fresh used. It 11 set a trap there. It

He tid 1t qulckl.l,denlr,ua1ng a drownlng pole,aa we did tor beaver.,

and .ett1ngthe trap out troll the toot of the slide,1n a'bout. ten inchea of wat_

er,80 t.hat it "'\.tld gr1p..,tnd toot o~.:t.J.:1~otter aa 1t oaDle. to 011mb uptll.0
~. &ad. ol1llbln6 .......i'z;*d' ..p••11l0l~i....tIa11.,

s11de. We 'hen remounted our horaea,and "ent on up the vall.y,up past-the
~

,i \ great Dlounta1n wh1ch,hal 1&1 Was lat,er to be Rising Wolf t s monument,and at ..
":

dlstance ot about & atlle,rode out. upon t.he shore of 'he .eoond Two Xedicine

Lodges lake,a olear lake of lcy water,1n a ••ttll1f5 S9 beaut.ltw. and yet, 80

gr1a.that I was all but dazed by It. all. Straight, across trom lola,at the h~ad of

the lake,ros. a .lender black rook mountain far up In'o tJ1. blue,and beyon4 1t,

at, the head of the two prongs ot th.;~1mberedvalle, were aore DlOunt.a1U,

of great helght and ruggedne.s.retlected allot them in the .tl11 surface of

the lake. I want-ed \0 get. down troll my hor.e and Ju.t 81t there on t.he llnore
and 'ake 1n the won 1 vle" 1n all lts detal1s.out \0 my plea tbat We reat

there a wh11e,1U81ng Wolt turned a deaf ear,and led Us u.p the north shore \0 11111

head of the lake,where,along the banks of t.he smooth tlowlng inlet,we found

plen\y of DeaVer worklns_,and let our t,rap.,Rls1ne Wolt flve,and my ~t. and I

each \hree. Whlle doine 'bat,we d1soovered.low down ~pon the mount..1n near ua,

j' several bands ot blghom and goats, the e_.It, of the k1nda "hat, I had ever .een.
"-'.

I wantoed to 60 up there and shoo\ one of .the goata.but there was not \1•• to 40

1\;aa 1t Wal, we 414 not get, back to camp unt.11 some t1me atter dark.
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and Robert oame ln stl11 later. They had set their traps down alo~ the river.

and then gone up the mlddle fork a:h:i.S,on disoovery.and found plent,)' of _aver
1ll

"'fork1ngs all along it.,many bands of buffalo grazing the open parks in 1ta w14.

vallelJand everywhere hard 'beaten tral1s of elk and deer. The, had. .een to.,

during the day. th1rteen bears. 'he most of them &1"1$:.:.116a.

And olapping hie hancls t068th. and ••1l~ happll1,gran4tather lU.·
ins Wolf exclalm.ed:"Anomi.1£it.aka 11£81 ahkot,sapa ansaI tt .-Here. we are 601118 t.o

get richt

When. the next even1na,the two partie. ot U8 bJ"oUfSbt, lnt,o oamp t.he

pelts ot 14 'beavers,ann one o...te~.we were sure that t.he old man's propheol was

t.o come true. Pour mor&d.,s passed. durina willen We averaged all of fifteen

beavers It. da1. And tn. 04 the eVen1ns of the ,lx\h daf,.hen my unole. and

• my bJ'Oth..r c•• in,they were aooompanled by Baek-oomll16-1n-slpt,and other

ohiet. ot a band ot the Kootenai Indiana, two ~ed lodges of th_,olo••ll

toll(rtri_. fboU6h \hat meant the end of our trappll16 ln that v101n1tl,1I1 grand..

). ~a\her heartl1l weloome4 the Ohleta,old trlends of h1a,and ordered a feast pre"

pared for the•• They had that. mol"l't.1ng orossed the dlV1d&., t.hro\l6h the Two Med­

lo1n. Pas., to hunt and trap on our slde of \he ranae. \he1r JSl&1n olfeot 'belng

t.o get plenty ot hldes of our buffalo, to tan lnt.o leat.her tor new lodge sk1ns.

Thel were une.a8y because t.hey had not. sent messengers t.o t.he ch1ef. ot the

Pl1tunl , to ask peralss10n to bunt ln our ooun\!7, my grandfather advl.eel

t.h_ to do "tJ1At wlthout del." and assured the. t.hat thelr request. would be

grant.ed.

On the tollowlng d&J'. we took u.p our traPI. and on the next mornlng

paoked up and t,ook the tratl to t.he north,maklng OallP two days later at the toc

ot lower St. Kary's Lake,Puhtomutslklm1ks,Lakes Inllde,as the Blackf••t tr1be.

had long slnoe named them. We set u.p our lodges ln a narrow uove of ootton­

1'10048 on the "eu't .1de ot t.he outle',and bUilt a oorral tor 0uf hor••• baok of

~ th_,between them and the white gravelll abore of \he lake. Thi. had b."'~m.y
. . t some of th~ lee..rs that he Wall a \ra1'p. to~

sranUather s favorl1;. oamp1rag pJ..&ce dur:a.ng ltiMk»5.......,.~...........

.It t.he Hudeon· s Bay Oompany, and before he eng&6ed ~1th the Amerioan Pur Oompany:
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The sun was sett1ng when,atter our evenlng meal.tJ1e old man led us out

through the tlraber to a large, weatherbeaten oross set up on the .hore ot tbe

lake,at tbe outlet,and there he told us,as he had many tlmes betore how,guit-
Upper

lng Father La Come, the tlrst Jesuit who W&S appointed missionary to the Sas-

Itathewan oountry,the two had made oamp at this point,and set up the oross.t.he

priest then kneeling beside it,and with prayer,naming the two great bodies ot

water,St. Mary's Lakes. And then he told again,grimly smllina,that on the

tollowing daY,60~ on south ln search ot the oamp ot the Pikun1,they had dis-
I

oovered a large,,9unted .ar party,and he had oried out to the priest:"Comel We

must ride trom the. &s tast as we.1l11•••U"

"Nol Here may b. my chance to save some soul'I We 11'111 put our trust

in God,and all will be well with usl"

To which my grandtather had shortly replied:"Me,I will put my trust

in my horse's he.lsl" And quirt.ing the animal,headed tor the shelter ot the

heaVy belt ot tlmber to the west.and presently,looking back,had seen the priest

loming close atter h1II.. And though hard ohased by the war party, they had out­

ridden them and saved their soalps.

We all sat down there beside the old cross,and gazed otfupon the

still surtaoe of the lake stretohing away south in its deep wide valley,and tor

a .ime,none spoke. Up on the sreat ridge to the east of us,and in the ope:Q:,~;~.[it

parks at its toot,numerous bands ot futtalo,elk.and deer were i~ si6ht.and'~.__

straisht aoross the outlet,a big,lone grizzly oame out upon the shore, sat up

and snitted the air, caught soent 01 us and with loud wttF wftt wuftl went"

bounding back Into the brush. Wolves were everywhere mournfully howlingjooyotea

yelping. Two beavers oame swimming up the outlet and went on up the lake. Loons

oalled to one another;close behind ua a lone srouse~. In English,Rislng

Wolt began tel11ng us ot his tirst visl\ here,of his joy in oamping by the

beautIful lakes,and clImbing and hunting in the big surrounding mountains, When

'I with the Piltuni,he had oome here In the tall of' 18 t6,he the very tirst one ot
~ .. ~

.. hls raoe to traver.e the Whole length of the ,6>ot of the mountalns trail run-
!:[

~imm the Saskatohewan south to the .isso~. Close in tront ot us a huge
~f,
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trout broke water,and that started the women talking about the terrible Under

water People who inhabited the lake,and at every opportunity siezed those who

ventured to sw1m out trom its shores,and dragged them down to their death in

its black depths. My brother and I barely breathed,so anxious were we to hear

it all,our grandtather's remin1sences ot his adventures here,and our grand­

mother's tales ot the dread water gods. Atterward,my brother and I had some

talk about them:our tather had more than once told us that there were no such

creatures, that the tales about them were only idle imaginings ot the .kl.abl.

But our grandmother, uncles and'a~ tully believed that all deep lakes and

rivers were inhabited by Under-water People,and we suspioioned that our mothe.

d1d too. We d1d not want to believe that there were anywhere, such terrible

gods,and yet-· and yet--

Finally,Robert dared me to swim in the lake;we sneaked away from c&

and stripped and plunged in,swam tar out and baok,and out and back again,un­

harmed,and deoided that our father was right about it. But upon our return to

camP.....e made no mention ot our adventure.
'k?:

On the morn1ng after we made camp at"he toot ot the lake,my Wlole.

and Robert set out to trap down the r1ver,and up its first tributary ooming

in trom the north,BokIJ1 AWhkomi--Loud Roarer,the stream now named SWitt Cur­

rent. My grandfather,aunt Lizzie and 1,........ "h8 river at the ford,just be­

low camp,and began trapping the little streamlets running down the big ridle

into the lake. Beavers were very plentitul,and tor several weeks the catch 0:

the two parties ot us averaged at least ten a day. And trom dawn to dark ot

every day,there was no time when game ot some kind was not in sight,buttalo,

deer,elk or moose. Bloodthirsty young boys that we were,my brother and I want,

to shoot everything that we saw, but were permitted,by turns with our aunt Li~

&ie,to kill no more meat thai could be used in our little oamp.

At last, when our daily catoh of beavers dwindled down to only three

or tour a day,grandf'at88r Rising Wolt began to talk about mov1ng oamp to the

toot of the upper lake. from there to trap the several streams in that v1cinit;

and one evenill8,it was decided that we should bring in our traps on the toll01

1ng day, and the next morn1ng make the move.
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We were all back in oamp with our trap.,and the pelts ot the tew beavers

that we had oaught, by tour o· olock ot the next atternoon,and trom that time un

til dark, were all busy packing our various belongings and getting everything

in shape tor an early morning start on the trail to the upper lake. During the

afternoon,my grandmother had been preparing a great feast tor us:roasting the

loins portion of a fat young moose that my aunt ~zie had killed,and now,at

dark.we all gathered in her lodge to enjoy it. A huge piece ot meat it was, the

Whole baok of the animal from the rump to the ribs,beautlfully browne4,drippln

rioh Juices as it hung suspended before the lodge flre,slowly revolvlng this

way that way 80S my grandmother oooasionally poked it with a willoW stiok. "It

115 thoroUghly oooked," she said,and my mother helped her free it trom it,.,.~...

swing rope,and lay 1t upon a olean white side ot buftalo rawhide. spread before

her oouoh,and one by one we pa,ssed oWl plates and she loa.ded them with geneI''''

ous slioes ot the roast, the wh11e aunt Lizzie d us oups of strong, blc;,ck

tea,remark1ng,as she t111ed the last one of them:"ItokWitamapi abstvo~si-
p

kimi!" We find happiness in dried leaves water.

tlTrue! Truel Good tea is oheering," said grandtather Rising W*lt,in

EngliSh.

"And never was tIlere better meat,and meat more perfeotly roasted,tha

this baok of your kill," my father took time to say to aunt Lizzie. We others

said nothing;we were too bUSy eating the de11010us roast to talk.

Outside,as in the beginning of every evening,our dogs were mounrnful·

1y howling in answer to the mournful callings of wolves to one another,near anI

far. Then, sUddenly, several of the horses back in the corral lOUdly snorted,and

a moment later, the dogs changed their howls to short,.eAe barks. We all ceas­

ed eating,listened intently,heard the dogs sourry toward the oorraland there

bart more angrily than ever.

"Maybe a real-bear after the horses I tl uncle John exolaimed.

tlperhaps Ii war party I " said uno1e Fra:mrl'ts.and,~pQ-..._.,h
horn and balltouoh,and snatohing uP· his rifle,he hurried out into the night,

followed by uncle John,who had brought his rifle when he oame in to the feast.

My father and brother and I ran to our lodge for our weapons, and were fumbling
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tor them ln the blaok darkness ot the lnterlor,when,out ln the dlrectlon ot

the oorral,whooml Whoom I went two guns,tollowed by a shrll1 cry of paln,and

the shouting ot someone in a tongue strange to me.

But my father knew 1'. "Asslnibolnesl An Aas1n1bo1ne war party I" he

exclalmed. I went suddenly oold,halt-talnt trom lear ot them, then heard my

mother orylng to us to come to her,and took courage. Grandfather Rlslng Wolt
and slung them on.

was alBo call1ng us. I had found my powder horn and ball pouoh,and Blazing

my rltle,l tollowed my tither and brother out througll the doorway and aoross t
the short stretoh of ground to the other lodge.
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Baok at the oorral in the timber, guns were again booming,and again

the leader of the"'w party was hoarj~ely shouting orders to his men. Grand­

father Rising Wolf was just coming out of his lodge and was urging the women

to hurry out after him,while within,my grandmother was fretfully oomplaining
,

that she oould not find her White blanket--that she used as a wraplflt was

very dark~e,for as soon as it was realized that we were in danger of
",.-:. '-'.._-\,:

attaok,my mother and aunt Lizzie had covered the little fire with ashes and

out it out.

"Here it is,your wrap," we heard unole Johnta wife say,and then

they all came out,and my grandfather told them to run into the timber,and

through it down to the ford of the river. and hide there in the ,ruSh until

we should Join them.

ItBut you may never come to us! You may be killedl If you are to die,

I want to die by your sidel" my grandmother told him.

"You do as I say,and be quick about itl" h~,~ed,and they turned

away and vanished in the darkness,and then he said to us: "Now then,to the

oorral! We must help John and Francois,we must save our horses if possiblel"

He led the way. I was last. I heard someone folloWing me, thought it

was a sneaking enemy, and as I turned to tire,_awlt Lizzie bumped against me

and. Whispered. "Say nothing! Though I am a woman,I can fight and I am going to
thrilled me.

Her few brave words gave me fresh courage.

Now. when my unoles ~JIa'i_Q,g,_.~:~ilently through the timber,

and arriving at the back aide of the oorral,could Just make out the dim shape

of several of the enemy. at its entrance in the front side; they were untt_.
the ~Alll"'~"''''~whioh we bad,as usus~,tastened the bars,heavy ootton-

\ wood pOle~i.n place. They had both tired,and hafh1t one ot the men,ll4,,"'$l.a4

knew from his shriek of pain,and then several ot the enemy had fired at them,
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their guns had flaaaed,and olose in front of them,in the corral,one of their

shots had struck a horse and instafitly killed it,as they knew trom the way

it thudded to the ground and never moved. Then the leadel' of the war party
'0'

had shouted·_some kind to :his men, and soon atJirward, the horses had

begun to mill around 1n the oorral, surging this way and that wali, and they

knew that some of the enemy were in among them. They hurriedly reloaded their

rifles,expeoting every moment to be attaoked,to have a hand to hand fight for

their lives Then the horses got over their fright, ceased milling around,and

for a few moments all was quietilisten as they would,they could de~ct no move
'i,

ment of the enemY,~n their direotion or elsewhere. But presently, they heard

the ha.rsh soraping of rawhide rope against rough bark, and knew thAt some of

the enemy were again unfastening the bars of the entrance. They could have out

the ropes in no time;it was eVident that they needed them to oatoh and bridle

the horses.

!\

I

\'

Looking across the oorral, they oould d.1mly see the top bars of the

entranoe against the dull star11t surfaoe 01' the lake,Csibla through an open-
no movemeat, ~

iug in the timber,but oould see no shape,of men above them,and they knew that

the bottem q~rs were being unroped. They did not dare go either way around

toward the entrance,well knowing that both sides of it were ~ed,and that

the enemy would hear their approaoh and be ready put a sudden end to them with

war olubs,or bIlls,or silent arrows.
tlWe just oan t t let them take down the bars and set us afoot! II unole

John Whispered.. "We will olimb to the top of the tenoe,then I will fire,and

maybe the flash of my rifle will give you light enough to make a killing shot.

"Yes. Let's try that," Francois agreed. They mounted the M()h fenoe,

and. When John;_.~ trugger,h1s shot revealed a crowd ot the enemy betore the

entrance to the oorral,aome of them loosening the fasten1ngs ot the lower bars

but the flask of the poWder did not last long enough for Franoois to take aim

at anyone of them, though he had his rifle at his shoulder.he tired anyhow,and
and shots were fired at them,

tailed to make a hit,and aga1n the leader ot the party shouted something,no

doubt enoouraging his men to persevere in their work with the bar ropes.
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It was soon after this,when my uncles,back down upon the ground,had

reloaded their rifles,and were feeling very helpless,that we neared the corral

and they answered my grandfather' 8 low ory of ttsons , where are you?" We joined

them,and Franoois hurriedly told us that there were many of the enemy at the

entranoe to the oorral, some ot them unfastening the bar ropes,limd that others

were right in amonj the 11.orses, waiting to drive them out as soon as the way

would be open.

"We may as well be dead,as set afoot! Come! will fight tor our

/

\
\
)

horses! Follow mat ll said my grandfather,so angry that he sputtered his words.

He started to lead us around the corral, toward the entrance,and just

then we heard the thUd, thud, thud ot the bars as they were Withdrawn and thrown.

aside,and in answer to the shouts ot the chiet,his men inside ,mounted horses

that they had already caught,and began to drive the ~~.\lt. Whinneying and

snorting, frightened and eager tor the open,piataJthey .....e4 through the narp

row outlet,and we poked our rifles through the 1nstert~es of the fence and

fired at the dim shapes ot the moun~1d men, saw one ot them tall. Betore we

f1nished relofUng our r1tles,the whole herd had gone cras4l:ng out through the

timber,and we could hear the enemy driVing them otf down the Prairie toward

Loud Roaring Greek.

tlThey will round up the band out there,to catch every man of them

a horse to ride! Come,we will do our possible to recover nome ot the herdl"

my grandfather cried,and'. we went on the run,out through the timber and

along the dim tra1l aoross the the b1g,h1shllrassed prairie. My father soon

bec~ winded and we drew away trom him. :,telt half-dazediall I seemed to

know ,.as tWit I was running with the other, after enemies that we could never,
J".

never overtake. I realized arter a time, that I was close behind my gr&ldfath­

er,that we were ourselves about Winded. We stopped,llstened,could not hear
t

the 0*l,er8, sOllewhere ahead of us, nor could we any longer hear the hoot beats 0:

our band ot horses. tI'l'hey can't be far ahead, they have 1b'1ven the herd otf the

hard trail,into the heavy grass;that 1s why we don't hear them,H the old man

said.
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We soon recovered tur breath,and 1'&1 on, and were nGarir~ Loud Roarina

Creek, when we heard tiring back at our camp,wld stopping and looking down that

way, saw the tlash of several guns a& they were di sche.rged, and the old ms.tl;~.(j

cried; "Ra! ye.1 They are shooting into our lodges! .Maybe our women returned tc

to them! If they did,if they did,oh,they coul~1tt have disobeyed me! Come I We

must go backlit

We were then nearly- a. mile trom camp. Defore we had gone half-way

'back to ii,w€: saw that a small fire h.ad been star'ted there,and then another,

and then a third blaze twinkled in the darkness, and we knew that our lodges

had been set afire.aad while we stood again to regain our breath, the ~ax
red

tires grew and grew until they were three big fires of glowing leaping flames,

lighting up the timber ~~t.each tree seemed to be a tree of fire. My

grandfather was groan1ng,IDutter1ng to himself as we ran. presently he stopped

short,and as I bumped against h1m he.,.ely olutched Iay arm and gasped:

t!Your grandmother! mother I Joh.1'l t s woman! We will turn orf down to the ford, to

eee if they are there! If they aren' h,I tell you, boy, these Assin1boine

doge fhall pay for all that they have done to us th1s night! ft
'1\

We had ran perhaps halt-way from the tra11,down the slope to the

ford,when we d1scovered,sllarply outlined against-the glow of the tires,some

men a-,-yproach.ing ue. They were iive, all or them with bundles upon their backs,

packs of our beaver skins,wa felt sure. We knew that they lmd not seen us, that

they could not see us. We stopped,watched them come on,saw tha.t they would pasl

well to our right,a.nd. my grandfather whispered to me: "We will lay tor them!

Make two of them anyhow pay for this that they have done to us! But_fmaybe you

are afraid...... if you are,go on to thE;; ford and wait thGrc tor me. 11

I was afra.1djus two against five,tIley were to many for us to attack,

I thOUght, but I re-'ied., f~I will not leave you, U and taking my hand he turned

and led me on the run back ·-Ib the elope a little way,and we lay down aide by

side in the thiok grass,right in the path of the approaching enemy,by that time

no more than a. hundred yarde trom us. On they cam.e,half-running, brea.thing

heavily under the weight of the1r paoks,heading tor some place below that thelr

leader had selected for them althi~·gather,after attacking our ~amp ,and follow
lIlt
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my grandfather• ." whispered instl'\uQtlons, I pren81"'ed to Rim my rifle at the

right one of th'ti: tlJ.reit who were coming on. abreast, followed closely by the

other two.

"We w111 not shoot until they are almost to us. I w11l shoot fir8t,"

the old man hissed in my ear.

And just then we heard to our left,4own the slope toward the r1ver,

animals running, appro,whing u.s. Tf~ enemy hea,rd them too. and stoppeq.,Q,:n.d stood

listening. They came rapidly nearer, the dull potUldi:ng of their hooves upon the

turf growing louder and louder in our ears. Were they our horses, trying to

oeoa,pe their captors. I wondered,and then heard the clicking rattle of dow

claws and knew that they were a. band of buffalo. I saw our five enemies sudder.

ly ttrn and rrun off in the direction that they ha.d come,and as I sprang up,

my grandfather slezed my hand and we ran the other way as fast as we could.

out of the path of the ~lIhtened anlPalS. So close to us were some of them

as they ran up the slope, tiul.t we coulo. feel and smell their warm breath. We

ran and ran from the apparently ever Widening wed8e formation of them, and as
be knocked down

some of them began to pass in front ot us, I thought that we surely would.~d

trampled to death. And then as quickly as they came they were sone,thundering
un-nerved,sh&king,

on up the slope,and we stopped and stood ga~ping tor breath,dripping with per-

spiration. We turned and looked baok;fbe ~lres of QUI' burning lodges were grow..
~

ine; dimjwe could see nothing of the rlvei~t~emy,andpresently my grand-

father muttered: "Hail That was a narrow eS08.pe we hadJ We will go on down to

the ford and look for the women. I am too 'Worried about them to do anything

else. tf

Near the river, the tr8.11 down to the ford 1"8.J1 through patches of

alder brushj'We stopped in t:hc midst of them,and the old m~"l:h.ooted like an

oW'l,three hoots,then two,a,n,d after a pause,four hoots,a.nd two•.And then,ofr 0

to our right, we hes.rd~c gl'anC'Ullother reply to that ce.ll th~.t she knew so well:

"Here we are, oome thlsway. It

Yea,there they were, all three of them hurrying to meet us. My mother

ran to oe,hugged and kissed IiJe,demanding to
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where th0 others were.

In answer to that, two guns,Rnd then another, boomed off down near the

mouth of Loud Roaring Creak,and my grandfather exclaimed:"There they are,

down there fighting the Aesiniboine dOgS!~y.we ~hould be with them I "

"Oh,no! Not You are not go'.fig to leave us agl>,ln! U my grandmother

orled,8~z1n8 hold of him,handing on to him.
\

"Ia,we will st,OP with you, now,we would be too late to do any good

out there, If he replied.

!t'the sh.ooting up at our camp, or thereaJ,;,oul. a little time back, who

did t,hat?fl she asked.

t11'he enemy, of coul"'sel Shot into our lodges to learn if any of us

were there,before going in themselves and setting them arire!lI
'1i!:. ...••,'

l1Wh&t? They have burned our lodges? They cou1~have burIlea them! ff

"You didn't ~~ow it--you didn't See the light of them as they burnei

ed?" he countered.

"How could we,hiding aa we were in the thick "brush here,and back of

it the heavy timber!" my mother eXClaimed.

And at that my grandmother sat down and oried,wailing sadly: "All
1hing.

my things,my little savlngs ot my Whole lilt,that I dearly loved,burned,all

burned! My beautifUl dress that I wore When you tQok me to 'be your woman,Ris­

lng Wo1t;&11 my other pretty things,gone,all gone. Oh,I just can't bear the

loss of them! H

"Don't ory,you must be still,some of the enemy may be near ul,tlnb.he

old man cautioned her, and my mother sat down a:t. her side and oomforted her

as best 8116 aould. b,. sa.t down too, &nd watched, and listened, and after a time

11~ard someone comir~ toward us. He came around a close patoh of the bru8h,stop-

ad wi thin twenty feet of us and we heard him falntlyoaugh, and knew tllat he..
was my father. Jlty mother softly called to him: "Oome,here we are,a.nd he joined

Ei;nd f€JW rounds of a.uuuunltiou, we have lost all that we na.dl

\ us, Gat hea¢y down,and heavl1y slghed,and bitterly exclaimed: "Well, we are

rulned,utterly ruined! ~~tcept for the olothes that we flave on,and our rifles

•We .nou1d never,ne,
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tflt isn' t the loss of our property that worries me .all the,t ca.:.'l be

~epl&oad. Me, I am thinking about my cr.l.1.1cu"en out t,heY'(j 1n the night,1n gree.t

..i~er,dea.d.m.ay be!" exolaimed :ny gr'andtather,ln Flku-111,and at that my crand­

motl1er and uncle JOhi'''l t a \"'oman began prc;,ying aun to proteot them &.no. bring them

safely baok to us.

We watohed the Seium Pa1'80nS in the l"Ha>thern sky, rnarking the pase1ns

of the night as they wheeled around, and never had tj:H:~l seemed to turn so slow­

ly. 'fhey swung to theil' midnight pcsit1on,~1'1d up 2.t cU!' burn~d camp,our three

dogs began to howl,and from tIle ridge acrose the rlve.l";wolvee mov.rnf'ully ans­

wered them, and out upon tl.l.6 llu~e loons shrilly quavel'ingly called to one anoth­

er. One after a.nothe:l~1 th.e women 18y down and. slept" .;.md then !loY father. Iiy

grandfather and I, slttln.g slde by gina,kept watch,and noVi Emcl then I heard him.

mutter; ttOh,Godl If they would only oomel lt And again: ~If only they are sate,

it matters not all elsel H

It waS, as I jUdged by ow." stars cloelc, about two in the morning, when

we heard, juot below us, the familiar Iwota ot an owl, three and two, th.en four aIle

two,alld my gra.ndfather repeat1ng them,we were Joined by my unoles.

"You two! You have oome,you are sa.tel

mother,springing up and embraoing thom.flBut the

are they?"

011, I am gla.d! 11 cried my grand..
mr-.ughter, my ._. > ...

ot.hel's,m;y ~~,Where

no one. h&ven t t soen a sinele one of the eneh1Y t~in08 they drove OU1' horses

\

out of thf:: corral, Bald l,'tx't<.ncois.

l'Two sllot.s,and U:.en one! '1'116 emem.,y,thoJ- shot d.own w.:J t.wo loved onee,

!'lJo I the tV1Q Wt:l'E: i'i1"e·(L lJ7 OU1' young onea, I knoT\' wall ellougil the

light, sharp reports of their small bore rlfle,wlu the ~~st shot was rro~ a
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"So it may well be that they shot at tnG ene~ and, ~~oaped from them.

"fa keep up your Qourage, 'I m::i grandfather' aO.Vised.,a.'1d. elle Decik!ne- quiet, ..

It was soon after that,wll1le my uncles ~~re telling all tbw..t tb4ey

h81.d done in their fruitless pursuit of ~l;,he enf.;uny c..:nd. OU1' hOl'stls,that we 11.ea.rd

the slow mea.sured s lal"ge animals ford:ln6 tll~3 river ,a.pproaching
miBht b~ ,~

our side of it,a.lld thOUght th&t they~ several old DIII"fala bullS, that we

had notioed in the afternoon,grazlng hi~~ up on the ridge a.cross trom us. But

we were taking no ohances on that; we lined up in the b.ru.sh close to the trail

trom the ford,~d the clatter of hooves upon the stony slope out from the

rlver,and then made out,dlmly,that they were two riders approaching us.

"Hal Mox'e enemies! II my grC::IJ:ldfa.ther wllispered, &"1d we were getting ree.dJ

to tire at them,'Rhen they brought their horses to a stand,and one of them
owl

shrilly_~ call,three hoots,Bond two,a.nd f'our,a.nd two,and ba.ck of us,r!l.Y

grandmother joyfully oried:!l ":.,iy daughter! She has oome, she 1s sa.fel It

Sure enough, they were my aunt Lizzi. and my brot-her. We ran tQ....

~&y dismounted,and my grandmother,embra.oing 1.,1

Wet allover! tt

e,oried: UOh! You are wet~

IIOf oourse we are wetl The enemy chased us to the river;we had to

swim 1t!" she replied.

"But anyhow,you got baok two of our 11orses;t811 us all a.bout it,"

my grandfa.ther eagerly oried.

flIn real-languagel So that I can understandl l' gI'anamother put in.

nWel1,af'ter we lost you a.ll,outt.here on the big pra.irie, Lizzie

began, "we ran on as fast as we could to t,he edge or the timber on Loud Roaring

Oreek,and stood and listened,and could hear nothing of the enemy and our hor8e~

so we turned down ~e~~ tlmber,toward th.e river. We went very ca.·

oautlously,looklng,listening,and at last,when we were almost down to the river,

we heard,a. little way a.hea.d and out on the prairle1{rom the t1nfber, the t,read o~

hooves,low voiced herding cries of men We went on more slowly,and but a. littl.

way,and out to the edge of the timber,and saw our horses and a. number ot the

enemy herding them close together: whlle others were one by one cat~d.l1.8 a.n
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\i'!$ went on a 11ttle fE.I-ther in the ed.£,G of the timber, un-

we were just opposite them. Wo did not It-now wht'.t to clc,how"po;.;;si'bly:to reOOVEJJ

/ th<1 horses that

th.ey n';cded to ride, b"ut still they remained out thtlrb, IJvr-rouD.d,ing tho loose
baok

ones,dr1vlng in ~~ of them that ~ttempted to strike out from tho clope

herded. band. and then we heard firing of gun.s aOllloVlxwl'e up here I BJ:ld k.n.env that

th$Y were wait1ng~ for the rest of: their!)arty to join thom.. thought

too, that those ot.bers had discovored you up har(;l; an.(~. l;;.iJ 1 you. Oh,~G felt

I

bad;our hearts all but died within us. Nephew,Aore.crled;he Whispered to me;

'~hough we dle.too.we muat 8.,.fiyhow kiLl.·. of thoSG dog... :racos out ther6t"~~J
I

,. t And some W9.] I: somehow, rocover 01.\1" horses, t I xl.swered,ou.t could see

no way to do it.*

of the herd.ers. th'~re were more than twenty of th.em,had rJdden cloae together;

we could hear them talking. and then they separated, and While several ot them

began catching m.ore horses, two camo riding stra1&~t toward us, came to the edse

of the tlmber,dismounted and started to tie their animals to two little trees

olose in tront of the brush in which we stood. I whispered to nephew: 'Aim at

the right one, tire right after I do.' II

II I w&1ted until I thought they were just .finishing tie1llg"t••rope.,

I tired,dH so d1d nephew,and down went the two men and we ran to the two

trees and bega.'"l. Ulltie1n(> the ropea of the h.orses,frightened by our shot:s and

trying to croak awaJT
• 1 thought that w~ n~vel:wou1d. be sble to u.nt~~e

ropes. ,oae at iJ.J.Y side the ma.ll ttJat. I h.ad shot waa beginnil1$ to l:iove f a.nd. out

in 't,ne QP"!l the "h$;rS of t1J/) \3nemy~~~~aded thel'nmd of ho:r~ae$..... tll~Y had

":J;r>oke and ran When "lie :rir~}d..-and~.$>Etl'nMle l~'.:la:r's Wlre comlngl'wazod. us •
.---_._"" - .

But somehoW we untied!:.h0 I'opes, we got upon the hOl"ses and started down toward

of then fired at us and
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come in after us,bu.t the.}' didn't; tl'.j,f)j mur.t h.ZtV0 o~e:l a.fr'ald to tollow us into

carry us back to the enemy shore; but they ;:lidn' t; t.ll-.; rapids ~'V~I'() not wld$lj.they

kept sWillliT.lng on tlu'vllOh 't.h.em a:n.d. b.r01...ght us to th;;; feu' s11.01"e, but. well UIJ10VI

and then up along it 1.4:..'1.1..11 opposit.e the tOl'd.i~,... ;;el1,hal'e wt) £l;.l'e."
tale "

So my aunt Liz~le ended. lU.,I· .J.a«pJ'lk -of the t$I'rllJlc daJ.:16ers tha.t she
~

and my brother had encounteI'ed, a t1ll'illin.g tale that, from beg.1l.1fiille to &nd, she

evenly calmly related as though she were but glVir~ the details of a dai of

petty 'Work in camp. And when she had quite finish.ed,m.y grandfather said to

!tAs wus one ot my wouen anceetors,Hurmi.l.lb Eagle,so shall I be,a lea.d­

*'e1' in war against our enemies, II she l'eplied.

fINo 1 No 1 Daugllter, you Shall not. ehall not leave me a.nd go to war, a.nd

die in aome tal". enemy country J l! my grandmother ~ried.

Said my brother: If1 would lUte to go to war witin her, she i a bl'a.vel

Well, I made a good 5ho'~ at the enltmy I killad, I shot h.im dead.. I stepped UpOl1

him When I was untieing the horss,and he nov.;);' moved."

And then, up ut our burned camp. our dogs bega.n ba:i:'ll.ing f'Ul~iousl'y J and

uncle John e.:-;:claiw.Gd;

"'~ulckl Give Rocert and me sone caps for" our' rifles;we wot om·s when
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Leaving my grandmother,my mother,and uncle John's woman there ln the brus!l

near the ford, the rest of us,le4l by my grandfather, began sneaking up through

the tlmber toward our ~yed oamp. When we were a.bout half-way to 1t, our dot,!

oeased barking,and a little later,~ heard the tread of a number of horses out

upon the prairie,and heard their riders talking as they went back down the val~

ley toward Loud Roaring Creek. Said my brother: "! wonder why they came back

here?"

"! don't,I know why they returned:they oame for saddles;traps;beaver

skins;and other of our things that they were oareful not to burn. They are oun­

ning,those Assiniboines,they had their rald upon us well planned," sald my

grandfather.

We went on. The gentle night wind brought to us the strong odor of

burned leather;it turned and bhw the other way,and our dogs,gettlng scent of

us,oame with a. rush,whining their joy at our return as they licked our hands.

The fires had gone out, all was dark at our camping place. We stopped near it 1~

the edge of the timber, the dogs went out and nosed about and made no outcry,a.nd

we felt sure that the enemy had left there and would not return. Unole John we~

back to the ford after the women,and by the time they Jo~ed us,day was break·
a

ing. The light grew, and we'",~.~~soenedesolate enough, and my grandmotJ
sat down and
oried pitifully and would not be comforted. ~~ere OU~\lOdges had stood,were no'

three little piles of oharred leather and lodgepole ends, and black pieces of

tin that on.e had been oooking utensIls and oups and plates. Where my unole

John's lodge had stood, there were the ~lJdrned remains of two packs of beav

er skins that the enemy had overlooked;they had eVidently taken all of the ski:

in the other lodges. All of our riding .addles and paok saddles had been piled

to one side,in the edge of the brush, and oovered with a breadth of old lodge­

skin;all of them were gone, with the exception of the wo,ens' saddles that the
contemptuously

enemy had tosse4d out upon the ground. They had.apparently,oarr1ed out from ~
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••ages the most of the things of value that they wanted, before setting them

afire,and to make sure that the destruotion would be complete,had t,"-n the
made

lodges down,and piles of the poles and the firewood at the doorways,and set

upon them our stores of marrow grease, fat drled meat,and then the lodge sklns.

And as my grandfa.ther a.nd I had seen, some of the ralders had been so eager tor

loot that they had gone staggering under heavy paoks ot beaver skins to their

rendezvous down on Loud Roaring Creek. They had carrled off all of our beav-

er trapsjour cans .... of powder and sacks ot balls. Exoept1ng the *lui tour

womens' riding saddles, they had destroyed or carried off all that they had

found in OUD oamp,and gotten away wlth all but two of our horses.

As we stood there in the midst of the desolation,my father bitterly

exclaimed: "Fool! Fool that I was to have left Fort Benton! If we can somehow

get back to it,there will be no more trappers' life for me and minet" i
I
I

And at that,my aunt Lizzie la.ughed long and loud,and cried: "Itamapl~
I

anoka kokul! Niokskai tuppi kltsinita anan! Mat.lki pikai otokan! um....t~
to say,as nearly as it can be translated: It was a nlght of happiness I We kill~

I

ed three men! What matters the bird's headt
i

And my grandfather,clapPing his hands and laugh1ng,replied,ln Engl1.~

,"Good! Good! That 1s the kind of talk I 11ke to hear! It is as you say,noth­

ing matters:that which we had,we oan replaoe by a 11ttle workl And we killed

three of the enemy! Well,let us go look at the one of them out in the oorral." i
i
I,

'We found there,only the horse that had been shot:the man,dead,or onl~
I

I
wounded,had been oarried away by hls friends. There was a large spot of blaCk, i

dried blood where he had fallen,good evidence that he was dead,and buried some~
I

Where nearby in the surrounding timber.

We saddled the two horses that my a$nt and brother had recovered,

mounted my grandmother and mother upon them, torde_ the 1'1ver and took the tre.11

running south up the ridge and along the foot of the mountains. We ..."A~"Y

~".O~jl.a~~.~phead,andhalf-way up the ridge,surprised a small

band ot elk and killed one of them,a yearling oow in good flesh. They had it

butohered.'.eft._ go~ by the t1me we joined them,and we were soon sitt1ng
.' '~-



\

,

Ohapter 5. - 3-
around the blaze of dry qUaking aspen, broiling and eating strips of liver,and

tenderloin. And then our weariness overcame us and we lay down and slept until

noon, when we went on over the ridge to the south fork of Little River,where

we oamped for the night.

Near sundown ot the following day,we arrived at lower TwO Med1c1ne

Lodges Lake, and t.ound that the Kootenai Indians wh""e had 1.tt!i•••~!t1'

!~en camp and gone down the r1ver. We took their trail the next morning,ana

late in the afternoon, discovered their oamp in the big bottom of the river,

at the mouth of Little Badger Creek. It was red with the meat of the buffalo

that they had killed,and everywhera among the lodges,the ground was covered

with buffalo hides pegged out to dry. As we neared the camp,many of the peo­

ple came out to meet us,and esoort us to the lodge of Back-in-sight,wa1ting

outside the doorway to give us hearty weloome:"You are afoot! You have had

troublel" he exclaimed. "Wel1,my lodge is your lodge;all that I have is yours!

Come in and eat,and tell us all about itl."

It was a grand feast that his women set betore us:Boiled butfalo

boss rlbe;pemmlcan;stewed PO~!I b1anohe,and,best of all, large serVings ot
. . except my aunt Llzzle,

drted camas. Then,when we had flnlshed eatlng,our women folks,and the chief'.

women went out to visit about,and the leading men of the camp came in, and as
desorlbed

the blg pipe went the round of the circle,my grandfather 1a14,orally,and in th

slgn language,and in every detall,the~ponus by the Asslniboines. S1­

lently they all iistened untl1 he told about Lizzle·s and my br~her·s part

ln our atyentures of the night,and then,wlth loud olapping of hands they all
j,;# •

turned t6 her,called her a woman warrior,a woman chlet,and old Baok~in-8lght

crled: "1 give you praise,young woman killer of your enemy and ours I Beoause 0

thls your brave deed,I give you a certaln black horse ln my herd,a swlft and

well trained buffalo runnerl"
told the whole

And later, When my grandfather had .tU story of our adventures of the

nlght,he said to hlm:"Rislng Wolt,true triend of many wlnters baok,you came to

US-\30U and yoursJon foot today, but you shall not go on afoot. YOM shall lear
. T

tomorrow, the klnd of friends that the Kootenal are to you and yours. And I wan
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to 8ay rlght now,right here,and I speak for all of my chi1dren,that we feel

verygratetul to your Pikunl people • •• did as~ou advised,we sent messengers

to your ohlets,down on Bear River,they accepted and smoked the pipe tr~t we

offered them,and not only gave us permission to move out here and k1ll all the

buffalo that we can use. but asked us to move down and camp bes1de them. We

are going to do that in the next two or three days,as soon as the meat and hLd

and the hides that we have are sufficiently dry to make light packs for our

horses. We ask that you rest here,and go on with us."

"Good! We w111 stop with yout You are very generousl" my grandfather

replled.

We slept that nlght some of us in the chief's big 10dge,and s-Qm,"1fl
hls other lodge;h1s family was so large,he had eig.ht women and many ohildren.

that one lodge could not aocommodate them. all.

In the morn1ng,as soon as the early meal was over,the ohief informed

us that his second,his smaller lodge was ours.his women had moved out,and woull

live with their relatives until they could make a new lodge for themselves.

Then the herders brought the great bands of horses in from the plain,where

they had been herded dtring the night,and soon men began to come with horses

that they gave us,saddles too,and ropes,until we all had good mounts,and more

animals than We needed~or so we thought until ..~ triends peS&n to oome

wlth furnishings tor the lodge,back rests,partleches ...~ dried meat, bladders ot
woven

marrow grease,beautitul grass sacks tilled with dried camas,buffalo robes for

bedding,a kettle or two and a few oups.and then we saw that our horses were

none too many. We were oompletely outfitted. My grandmother was so overcome

by the guUIlIBtS,;adx:kkJl kind words ot sympathy With which her old friends

gave her of their possessions,that she was oontinually wiplng away her tearsJ

of gratitude. "1 don't understand why they should be so good to-us," she ~a1d

"You know and they know,tl~t if it were Just the other way, you would

be of the first to offer help,tf my mother told her.

My aunt Lizzie was holding the black buffalo horse tha.t the ohief hili

given her, stroking his glistening smooth ooat,when a woman oame w1th a high

crupper and pommel woman's saddleJs~d it at her feet and signed that she gave
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it to her. Old Baok-oomlng-in-sight looked down at It,toBsed it to one side

not
and said to my aunt: "That is the kind of saddle to be put upon the back ot

a buffalo horse. I know what you need and you shall have it,one of my two

saddles." He ordered one of his women to bring it out,a well made,elk horn

bow and orupper saddle, covered with heavy rawhide,and himself put it on the ~

horse. "There! That is no death trapt" he exolaimed. "Should your horse stumble

and fall when you are chasing a herd,you will easily slide from that saddle

and save yourself."

"You are very generous. I am glad to have it, a real saddle, It my aunt
the

replied. She rode out With my uncles that morning,took part in t chase ot 8.

small band of buffalo and killed two tine cowstand John and Francois each
all

three. When they returned to camp with the choice parts ot the animals,my

grandfather and oll~Back-ooming-in-eight praised her skill in riding and shoot·
~,

ing until she was almost beside herselt with pride in her success,and she de-

clared that that Was the life for her, that she was gOing to be 8. warrior and

hunter,as her great ancestor,Running Eagle,had been.

"You are nott" my grandmother ansrily told her. itA woman's place is

in the lodger You are going to stay right with me and help me with my work'-

"But Runnins Eagle led two lives. In camp,~shewore her

woman clothes,took care of her lodge,fed her young brother and sisteriand

again, she put on man clothes and hunted for them,and went to war,first as a

servant to the chiefs,atg~t.washerself a chief,a leader of warriors. Well,

I can do that,too," she said.

"~ung woman, Just let me catoh you wearing man clothes I Yes, Just let

me ca.toh you wearing them! That is all I have to sayl" the other excla1med,and

m.y aunt hung her head, the While we all laughed.

Three days after thc~t,oamp was broken,and we all moved down and J01n­

ed the Pikuni on Bear River--the Marias--at the mouth of the Dry Fork ot that

stream. There our relatives brought horses to add to the 11ttle band that 0_

Kootenai friends had given us, until we had more than we could possibly use.

, They gave us a180,two lodges,co~plete with linings,back rests,parfleohes,and
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other fur~lishinge,io,exceptfor the loss of our trape,ammunltion,eloth1ng,and

various keepsakes,we were about as well off as we had been when setting out

upon our trapping expedition along the foot of the Rockies.

After many talks around our evening lodge flreB,~,B~t~ father

would take'b part,my grandfather and uncles decided \h.at we should go in to

Fort Benton,to obtain on credit the various things that wa needed,and then

and trap beaver along the streams putting out trom the

II~~~--tha Belt Mountains. So,one morning,we packed up and

left the great camp of our people,and our Kooten~ friends,and without advent­

ure of any kind, trailed down into the Fort Benton river bottom three days lat­

er,and were surprised to see that a large log bUilding Was being put up a shor1

distanoe above the fort. The sight of it made my grandfather furious: "That

marks the beginning of ~le and for us!" he oried,shaking a fist at the bui1d­

ing."The whites are invading our country;they w1l1 build a town here;they will

swarm over our plaine,and along our mountains,kill off our meat animals, trap

out our fur animals, Yes, they will desofate our great country and ...... beggars

of usl"

We found Baptiste Rondin in el~rge or the oonstruotion of the big

building;he told us that Carroll and Steell intended to lease~8.ll the

fort to the Government,and that this Was to be their store. It Was not long

after this that?~ fort was occupied by United states troops,and Fort Benton

beoame a town or twenty-five or thirty 10' bUildings all in a row,facing the

river.

We rode on into the fort,and Mr. Carroll ~ve us hearty weloome.,..4d

us to oooupy our old quarters,and ,When my grandfather told him ot our 10Bs.s

at the hands of the Assiniboines,said that he would be glad \0 r .....mploy him,
with

his sons and my tather,oriPutfit them all that they would need for another

trapping expedition.

"Myself,I have had all of the trapping experienoe that I want I Never

again! Never again! If my father exolaimed.

It wa.s with heavy hearts that my brother and I helped unpaok ancf~·
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the horsestand carry the packs into our old quarters. Our father looked arounc

the roomtrubbed his hands together,gave a deep slgh of satisfa\'t.lon and"'d

l ....~Drive the horses out to the fort herd,and then bring wood tor the til"

place. I can hardly wait to see again a cheerful blaze in it. Iiere,here indeed

is peace and happiness."

As we drove the horses out,my brother said to me: "I don't want to

stay herel I don't see any happiness tor us,here ln this old tort I "

"I don't believe that we will have to stay herejgrandfather will mak

a strong talk for us to go with him j we can help h1m a lot. Why,·we now know hOll

to trap,we can earn plenty of money for ourselves,t1 I replied.

We ran the horses out to the herd,ran back to the fort and carried

plenty of wood to our quarters,and eagerly sought the old man,found him at la.

in the employees' trade room,and begged him to go to our father at onc.t~nd
go

get permission for us to on the trapping expedition to the south mountains.

He replied that he wa. bUSy then,but would make a talk tor us later on. We

f ran across the court to our grandmother,and our mother,and got them to promise

that they would help us. We thought that there was never an afternoon so long

as that;we wandered about the fort and out to the river,asked one another a

hundred times what our father's answer would be. At last we were called to sup

pert but we were so anxious that we could no more than taste of the food set

before us.

Night came. Our father left the table, took his favori., buffalo hide

covered chair before the fire and got out his pipe. Our grandfather and grand­

mother came in and seated themselves upon the robe couch to his left,and then

my brother asked him to allow us to go on the trapping expedition.

"No! Of course not! You are too young tor that dangerous litel And

anyho_,you have to stUdy your school books! I am 8i~1~.~+~I*M~t you

have some educationl" he replied.

"They can take their books with them and stUdy in camp,» said my

mother.

"1 want them to go with usl They can be of great help to US,II said OUl'
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grandmother.

"And lose their scalpel NO,they cantt gol"

"They can earn by trapping, four times as much as your pay will come

to,herel" the old man put in.

"Nol Once for all,1 say that they can not gol" our father replied.

And at that,our mother motioned to us to cease talking.

He spoke,aft$r a time,of the happenings in the fort during our ab­

sence;asked a question or two,to Which none made reply. Our continued silence

wore upon hlmjhe shrugged his shoulders;figeted in his chair:drew great clouds

of smoke from his pipe;and at last exclaimed: "Oh, well I Ra~IIir~bout it
may

Yes, they iii go,'ut. upon one condition, th.at you will make them study their

bookel"

"They will do it,or get a real sWitching every night I"our grandfath­

er promised.

And "Goodl Good!" "We are going trappingl" Robert and 1 shouted,a.nd

danced out of the room, and ran to tell our young friends of the fort that we

were iikii to be free trappers. How they envied usl

Three days later, completely outfitted with traps,ammunition,and ever,

thing else that we needed,we forded the river and struok off south across the

plains ·I',-Belt Mountains.

I am not going into the details of that trip. We trapped along the

upper reaohes of Deep Creek, the Judith,and the Musselshell rivers,and in the

latter part of November,returned to Fort Benton with six packs of beaver skins

as Wa.s proved when we weighed them at the tort. A pack was of ninety pounds

weight.

We wintered in the fort,and in the spring,struok out again to trap,

tn"season making the round of Sun River.the Teton.Dupuyer,and Birch creeks.

wi~gOOd success. At each camp,we blazed trees,and upon the clean White sur­

1 face ot the wood,rudely pictured Rising Wolf's name;and 80 were several times
¥

saved from surprise attacks by war parties of the mountain tribes. Late in the

aut~,we returned to Firt Benton with all the beaver packs that our horses
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under. By this time,my brother ~~d I were, I fear,very oonceited

consi.dered ourselves ttll fle&;ed men of the m01..mte.in.s; ..,1$ lordedyoungsters;we

o~our yo~~g friends of the tort;our pookets bulged with the money that we
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could llJta.3geI'

. ha.d obtained for our shares of the beaver skins,and we squandel'ed it upon all

kinds ot useless thlngs,atter we had pought,eaah of us,a Henry repeat1U5 rifle,

L~d five hundred rounds of cartridges. Our uncles,and our "'t Li~ziel&lsQ

bOUght each ot them,one of these wonderful rifles,but grandfather Rising Wolt

refused even to handle one of them;they were,he said,too complicated, sure to

soon get out ot order;hie faithful old flintlock was all thG weapon that he

So,trapplng in the mountains from early sprirlg wlt11 late fall,and

Wintering in Fort Benton,time passed all too quickly tor my brother and me.

Fort Benton was grOWing. Soldiers now oocupied the old adobe tort,~~d one by

one,a line of log buildings were being er(~ctad above the store of Carroll and

Bteell;other stores,a hotel,eeveral saloons. The one-time engages ot the Am­

erican Fur CompL~Y were living 1n small oabins that they bU1lt back of the

business houses along the water tront,and Were none ot them any too prosperous.

They mourned ~er the passing of the great oompar~,and bitterly resented the

discovery of gold up in the mountains,that was bringing a horde of new oomer.

into the country. In_,iUA.and July of each summer,steamboats trom far st.
Louis were as plentiful asflias along the levee,and the great rive~ bottom

there
was filled with buIlt tra1ns,and mule trains,to tr~~sport to ~~e placel' mines

the ceJ'Soes of goods that they brOUght up.

We heard terrible tales of murder and robbery up in Alder Guloh. J'Jot

satisfied With their Qhances for richls"'''t. reglon,prospeotors from there

began to infest our trapping grounds, HW We teared them more than ever we had

the war parties of our enemies of the pla.ins. Grandfa.ther Ris1ng Wolt began to

talk about going north to the Saskatohewan country, where We would anyhOW be

I tree from the wanderln8 bands of prosp~ctore,~4d at last,1n the spr1ng ot 1870,

deoided to m.ake the mOVe. My f'athel',however.sa,id that he would not go up there

tor any oonsideration,that he was goi~'down the river to Fort Buford,Where,ne
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was sure,his old friend,Charles Larpenteur,the trader there,would give him

employmentiand he was not going alone:my mother,'brother and I were to aocompanJ

him. There were days and days of argument about it, but my father was tat 'to

be won over by the others' pleadings,and on a day in early April,our rela.tives

packed up and left for the north, and sadly enough we watched them. go. Little

did my brother and I then think, that we"ere never aga.in 4to see our good grand-
, had sold all of iF horses, and

motherinor any 01' the others for long years to COIlle. v(. had bought a small
ill

batteau, and loaded it with our tew belong1ngs. We got into it and set otf

down the river,Illy brother and I eager for the long and strange trip by w"er.

I wonder it we would have been so keen tor it if we could have known tha.t we

turning our baoks upon the dangerous life of the Illountain trapper, only to take
active
part in the war with the Sioll.Cheyennetand Nez Perces,even then brewina.
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My father steered our small batteau,my brother and I each work....

ed an O1!lf,and. aided by the four miles an hour current we made fast progress

down the river;much too fast for us youngsters;we wanted more time to take 1n

the ever changing wonders of the stream and Valley. Wo soon passed the mouth

of the Riviere de Ch~~t1er where,for many lon6 and happy yea", and with song

and laurftter and much good cheer,Baptlste Rond1n and his fellow engages had

built keel boats and batteaux foX' ~~~ f~er1can Fur CompanY,now no more. A few

weatherbeaten hewed t~mber8 and grass grown and yellowod plIes of' chips,and

a oabin With 8urU;en root,were all that remained of' one time bUSy boat yard,

Sadly turning her gaze trom its desolation,my mother .~~1tnterly exclaimed:

"SteeDoats' "ldHDIS! Ho,; I hete them! But fOl' them, the great Big Knives
still

Company would still be in oomplete control ot th1s country,and we would be 11v·

lng in our comfortable quarters in Fort Bentonite

And with a long slgh,my father answered:"YeS,f~e11e.And worse 1s to

come: Following the gold seekers, hundreds, thousands and thousands. ot Elu~tern

people wll1 settle upon these plalne,kll1off the buffalo,tra.p the last beaver,

starve our Indian relat1ves--1

"Don't talk about it! 1t1s too terr1ble! Oll,I don't want to live

to see that t1met" she interrupted,a.nd there followed a long silenee broken

only by murmttr of the river.

It is a strange stream, the Upper Missouri. Always hollowly murmur1n6.

eVen where most smoothly flowlngiand in 1ts ctillest reaches its waters sWirl,

and sink,and heave up as though fed by many bursting springs,and here and there

it has rapids that roar mightily over bads of sunken boulders. There was a.

r~pld a little way below the mouth of the Rivlere de Cllant1er;we shot down 1t,

~~d around a bend, end then had to baok water to keep from runnlr~ into a large

herd of buffa.lo sWim,ulng across to the north shore. They paid no a.ttention to
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us as they drew out upon a gravelly bar and stood dripping. We passed,a 11'-

t1e later, the site of Fort Mackenzie, built by D. D. IUtohell, of tl.E1 great

oompany, in .8'2 , and then, close to the mouth. pf the .Marlas River, the ruins ot

Fort Pie~or Brule :r'lort, built by a brave oompany man,James Klpp,ill 18~. As
~

we rowed by it,my father told us its story. Kenneth M,okenz1e,the great ohief

of the Amerioan Fur Company,on the Missouri R1ver,had built Fort Un10n,at the

mouth of the Yellowstone,1n 1828,out despaired of going farther up the Missour.1

to obtain the trade of the tribes of the Blaokfeet Confederacy,as,inoited to

do so by the Hudsaon's Bay Company, they oonstantly killed the trappers of the

American oompany Wherever they found them. At last,however,MackenZle sent one

of his engages,named Berger,who had formerly been an engage of the Br1tish oom­

pany,and wh1le on the Saskatohewan,had learned the Bla.okfeet language,in quest

of the BlaCkfeet,to ask them to visit him at Fort Union. Three other engages

aooompanied Berger upon the dangerous mlsslon,and after long wandering, they

approaohed a oamp of the Blaokf't on Badger Oreek, olose up to the
ed

foot of the Rockies,and would all have been kill had not several of the Indian.

recognized Berger,and believed him to still be an~e of the Northern com­

pany. T1ey were esoorted to the great camp,~e theJ.....Sknown their m1ssiol

and gave the chiefs presents of tobacco and other goods sent them by Maokenz1e.

Atter much talk,a number of the Indians agreed to accompany the engages to For1

Union. Berger told them the number of days that would be reqUired to make the

long Journey. When that 'time passed, and they had not arrived at the tort, they
WhEII

killing them,Indians acc~ed the engages of treaohery,and were on the point of
dlclared

Berger x that it was but one more day of travel to the tort,and beg-

ged to be allowed to prove 1t. The Indians agreed to that, they went on,and ar­

rived at ttle fort at noon of the follOWing day, and Mackenzie gave them a grand

l'eecptlon, and concluded a peace treaty with them, in whioh they agreed to perm1t

him to estab11sh a post at the mouth of Bear River--the Mar1as. So,ea:r1y in the

spr1ng.James Kipp,with a number of of engages in ~eaux loaded with trade

goods, went up the river to 'build Fort Piegan. They found the Whole tribe ot

the Plkuni encamped there,and were bothered so much by them 1n their work,that
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Klpp finally ~.ged them to

and trade with h1m. Mu.oh to

-3-
go out and trap tor eighty dals,and \-~en return

his sw"pl'ia., they oonsented to do that,and lett.

t._.rking as they never had before,he and his men completed t.b.e 'building ot

the fort within tn'e apeolfied tae,and were then sate from attaclt. Dur1ng the

winter,Kipp had a larse trade. In the spring, when ready to boat the fw....!) down

to Fort Un10n,h1e men l"efused to rema.in in t11.\;: fort dtu"'ing his absenoe, so he

was obliged to abandon it,an::l during the surumer,itwas burned by the Indians.

Arriving at Fort Union with his oatteaux loaded vd.th furB,Kipp was detailed to

tak~ oharge of Fort Clark, the tradll1g post for the Mauda.'1 Indlans, and

was sent up the river with a. large number or ane;ages.and findillg

Fort Piegan burned,he w'ent on a tfJW miles,aild built, Fort Mackenzie.

A little way below the mouth ot the Mal"ias, wv entered a long oanyon

so different from an.ythlng tha.t. Robert und 1 had eve:!" saen,~hat vre felt as

thougl'l We had Qome into another world. On both sides of the l"lver were wh1te

sandstone oliffs carved into wonderful,wlord shapes of oastles,01tles,&ld

strange beasts by the winds and rains ot the ages. They were like the pioture.

of old world places in our story books,and my fatller said that it wa~ e&8Y to

imagine the hi6h battlem.ents alive With mail clad men about, to charge dvtm upm

us with their 01"'0813 bows a..'1d uther weapons of fhe long ago. And avell as he

spoke Y1e saw that they nere allve-..with mountain slJ.0epiCowltleas little bands

"f f'eraales and yo,

we drifted olose under a lone raw,at&rlng at. us fl'om a little all.alt of a clitf,:

Robert took caref'\t aim at it and fired., and down it cam~ into the river with

H. mighty splanh; 8J)d we tOlled 1t a$hor~fand butohered it; thel'e was allot a t...o

inoh laY$l' of fat upon its rump.

The strange Cllffitrmation continued all the way 0.0-.11 to the wouth II'

l!.rro\v Creek, twenty miles e...."'ld more, and appea.red again lleI'1S and thtill'S tor- a hund-·

red miles and more. Eelow Arrow Cr~ek,where the bottoms were larger and heavily

t1mbere,w~ were conetantly in sight of game of all k1nds in~tless numbers,

bUffa1o,elk.deer,blghornG,e.r~din the openbot.toma,bands ot anttjlope. Beavers

were very plentiful,and my brother and I wanted to trap them, but were not alla.

ad to do so because of the risk we would trun of being~.
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shot by some wandering war party or an enemy tribe. We occasionally camped

for the night With a party of tlwoodhawks," men who,at great risk of the11'

lives from Sioux and Assiniboines,got out long rows of cordwood whioh they

sold to the steamboats during the summer. a year passed that a number of

them were not ~illed by war parties. Generally,we cooked our supper on an

island,and then drifted slowly on in the darkness to make a fireless camp for

the night on another island. From morning until night we were constantly pass·

ing caroases of bUffalo,lodged upon bars and against piles or drlftwood,that

had broken through the ice and drowned during the winter; and we saw many

more that had been caught in the qUicksands of the river,and were some of

of them dead, others slowly surely sinking to their death. They were a pitifUl

sight. 'fiolves'ooy,ftes,toxes,gr1zz1y and black bears,ravens, buzzards and mag­

pies were feasting upon the carcases along the bars. We saw more than once a

big grizzly gorging himself at a oarcase whil~ at safe ~tance off,severaly

wolves sat upon their haunches and hungrily waited for him to take hi~ fill

and go upon his way. Early in the morning of the day that we passed the mouth

of the Musselshell River,upon rounding a sharp bend just below 1t,we saW a

lone,. cow buffalo standing upon a narrow strip of sandy shore under a cutbank

about ten feet high,and my father,motioning to us to CU8.se rowing, told Robert,

who had the bow oar,to get ready to shoot it. The cow had,apparently,just

swum the river,and was drying herself in the warm sunshone,and sleepily enjoy­

ing it;she stood facing us,head lowered, but did not notice our approach. We

had drifted to Within fifty yards of her,and Robert was raising his r1fle to

aim it,when,wlth a loud hoarse roar,a bIg grizzly dropped from the top of the

bank straight down upon her back, strad.d11ng her hump and with his forepawsr.~;

reohing forward and giving her head an upward and side tWist that broke her

neck With a sharp snap that we dlstinofa.y heard.and she dropped without haVing

made a single jump;and as she fell, the grlzz13 leaped from her back,and made

severaljnort stitf jumps down the shore,and then up it,roaring loudly at eaoh
p

Jump, and finally sitting straight up and looklng,listening,and 8n14ting the

air With his wet blaokrt1lll.e~ He then saw us,we had drifted to within twenty
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yards of h1m, and th.ruat .[.l.ls head fcrw'u'd, stal'ed 1;.. t<Sri..tly at. ua,champir..g hls

t.,., "'"' """'''''ntlv trJ',r'lnf( t.t' u.~€rd r~e if we wer6 enemies c..Pl)I'0e,cllirL ::t : ...16 Aill, andJ a ... s, <'''.vP....... v.l <I' ... ..... _VI - ... _.... _"'Q

th~refore to be put to fll&lt.

obertt Don t t shoot r If my father c8"utioned,iJul• • _~l~~ l&t.•• Cra.o~

went mv brothi&l't:3 rifle, with s. loud :t:'Oa.l' the gr1zz1,i clapped til. PJii,W againet. hie
beeasf,"
U&il~ all(l tore at at th0: stinging wounu. in it, a.Do. t.ilen wit.h a. Ion.::; ;:1.e)J. leap

and 'oy t.he tim.e she recovered her bala.nce and tuok up t.he weapon. the Dear lias

a.lmost to the stlJrn of the coat. That was a tel1se lllomment! 1r;, father h.ad spran

ahoutll1g: ,tQj¥Qkf Q.ulo1d Halld it to me or we ar~ gonal Ab hu a.ie;ed i'l;"at la.st
powerful u.psurge

Ewd turned about, the bear witil a iaiitatapXXQ,e;r1pped. 'i;,h(j T,Op of' t,h61 at.ern

and Was drawinG out of the'llater J ln WlothoI' sEl-.Jond or two would be righ'l;, upon

us. ! leaned fcrwnrd to gl'USP m:l m.othel" Ie bX'l.:l, to toell her tojUUlP out;, of the

hoqt t:~h rae, but before I oould spcal',:I saw my father tlu'ust the muzzle of my

rifler1ght *nto the;) bear t S Qpen Ut.outh; thaI'v IJ'IC1.6 a du.ll repvl..t iblood and oJ'un

£purted as the hUGe body slipped b.s.ck into the water c.nd thti.> stili;cn ot tt,u;, boat.

heaved Up. We all four went skddenlJ w~ak;cagged dQ~n limply in our S~&t8 ~t4

!ione spoke u,ti.t11 at l<i.st ,Hcbel't laue;hed queerly e.nd said: IIVv'ell. father ,you. firec

Just in time to s""vc m~ frvUi. wetting ITfJ clothes; r was abou.t to 80 Q1"er'bou'd Wh4

\~'~'We a,U talked fagt enoue;b.• .;:;ach tellin6 h.ow he had felt, durlno

the ~iiteillal1t,and Wh6.. t he had teX'.l.deti to do it' '",he bear came aboard. Said. my
~' 1t-

fath.er: "WeI • I:'Gthcr ,3 0''.1 mustiti.8.Ve 'cssn tel'l'il.>ly f'I'lghi.oned WrlGll the old grlz.z1J
'<Ii,

set his rettlln.g cL~ws ~'lto lLOd (jf tho 5ti,'il'n~n

fiT "Ras. i",' :t'YJinG abuu t. you. I itaOw 'that t.ht3. poys would Jump out and

me into tho river.when you fll"ed."

~l Itt.he 'uear had come cleal" up out or the jater, witll all of his weiGh
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upon the stern, there would have been no need for us to jump:he would have

swamped the boat,we would have lost everything that we have,and surely some of

us,our lives," he solemnly replied. And at that,wy mother shivered. But Rob­

ert clapped hands together and laughed long and loud,and said: "Well,father,

anyhow,you have,at last,killed a grizzlyl"
order

.~Jy father t s only reply to that was to 1ul3dc us to take to our oars.
said to him in

My mother,frowning at RObert~Pikuni:"You,wildone, wholly without shamel

Pray I Pray Sun I Give him thanks for our narrow escape from the result of your

ill limed shot, your eagerness to uselessly kill every animal thE"t you seel"

By this time,we had drifted far below the dead cow. The big grizzly,

albost sUbmerged,was drifting close beside us and I struck his body with my

oar as fe passed him. None spoke for a long time, our adventure with the bear

occupying our minds.

Said my mother,as last:"The little bighorn meat that we have left,

is spoiled;we must have fresh meat of some kind for our evening meal."

"We will get it before eveningjthe later the better,in this wc~m
1· .

weather," my father replied. Even as he spoke,several small bands of buffalo

were in stght on the shores below,and upon the slopes of the valley,and during

the long day,we saw many other bands of them,and numbers of deer and elk. Then,

as evening drew near,we seemed to have come into a gameless part of the valley,

for look where we would,along its slopes,in the big bottoms,and along the rivel

shones,we could see nowhere an animal of any kind,not even G coyote. We round­

ed a sharp bend and came into a long straight reach of the stream,and pointing
and

to a sharp,high rocky cone at its lower end,and its south side,my father said

that it Was the Round Butte,a well known landmark of the river,and a favorite

lookout place of war parties,as its summit commanded a wide view ot the sur­

rounding country. even the great plain stretching away to the no~th and south of

the badland valley slopes. A wide shallow just a.bove it was fordable except in

extreme hig floods,and Was much used by Assiniboines and Yanktonais enroute to,

or returning from raids against the Crows and other tribes to the south of the

Missouri.
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We had gone but a little way down the wide,long stretch of the riv-

er,when my father motinned Robert and me to oease rowing,and signed to us to

look ahead;and turning about in our seats,we saw three big mule deer on a strj

strip of sandy shore, about two hundred yards upstre&~ from the butte. TIley slo

ly and in single file stalked across the sands to the edge of the water,lowere<

their heads and drank. We were just then nearing a big snag in the channel,a.

partly submerged cottonwood tree,and when we came to it,Robert reached out and

quiokly tied the bow rope to one of its stout limba,and the boat swung around

a.nd with a sudden jerk came to a stop alongside the end of tIle snag. There was

no need to ask him why he had tied up:from its upper end,all the way down to

the strip of shore Where the deer were drin~ng,the ~jge of the big bottom was

a high cutbank rising straight from deep water,and unclimbable;our one chance

to get shots at the deer was to remain right where we were until they left the

shore,and then land there,and follow them out upon the bottom~

The deer were a long time in the edge of the water, taking an occ~s­

ional swallow or two, and then raising their hdads to stare up and down the riv.

er,and at the slope of young cottonwoods and willows running from their rear uI

to the level of the bottom. At last,they turned about,and my mother Whispered:

"Good! They are going now!" But they didn't;they lined up at the ede;e of the

Willows and stood there a long time,oocaslonally nipping the newgrown tender

shoots of the bl'ush."Therel They are stuffed full With food;they're just pl","y-
o

ing at eating;they will stay there until it is to dark for us to see toshootJ II

Robert grOWled.
Robert and I

Sun was then Within a half-hour of setting,and at last .. beban to

consider drifting down and ohancing getting near enough to the deer for shots

at them.

"well,father,what do you say to it?" I finally aSked$

"Well--- yes,cast off'" he agreed.

"Nol Robert,you shall not W1tie tha.t rope until the deer leave the

shore! We will take no chDnoes 'With them! I want some nice fried liver for my

sUIlper,and I am going to Beet that you set it for me," my mother declared,and
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with a long sigh and a Shrug of his shoulders,Robert took his hand from the

rope ~~d sagged down limp upon his seat.

"Yes,I guess your mother is right about it;we had better wait here

a while," my father _,~.eded,more to himself than to us.
u somewhat

"She alwa.ys has her way abot things," r thought,~1lb resentfullY4

I was as eager as Robert to cllance the drifting approach to the deer.

We rema.ined there beside the snag a long tim.e. At last, when mm was

no more than a ha.lf-hour from setting,one of the bucks moved up into the bruw

and disappeared,and the others slOWly followed him. Robert unfastened the tie

rope then,and using our oars a.s paddles,we noialessly worked the boat down

stream and lily father steered it to shore 'shere the deer had been. We landed,

drew the boat well outl.1P01'lthe._lis,and then followed. a hard beL.ten wide

game trail up through the brush ~~d timeer slope, looked out from the edge of

it and saw the deer a1, the foot of the hi&1 b,tte,all of three hundred yards
out '

from us;they were moving slOWly through the high sabebrush,b~Bl,x:fJiiu.u.agp:

stopping frequently to nipz~f a' mouthfuliJr tempting browse,aIlNox! Go! You

two can easily slip up to them. Your father and I will stand here on watch

until you make the kill,tt our mother told us,and as we started to sneak out tIl

through the brush,I noticed that she had brOUght ou'telescope from the boat

and WaS draWing it from its heavy raWhide case.

stooping low,Robert in the lead,we slipped out through the sagebrush,

following narrow grassy lanes meandering around its dense impenetrable growths.

The deer,meantime,had gone a little way up the slope of tile butte,so,where the

brush was low,ae we fOW1d it to be in places,we were obliged to get down upon

hands and knees and. creep onward,to prevent them seeing us. They presently
, . them.

ceased teeding,stood inert,surt'Jted With!tood;one of~ pawed a bed in the

loose shale of the slope and lay down in it. We~~~~ went

on more slowlylcautiously,absolutely certain that we wculd geG with in short

range and kill one of them.

We had about two hundred yards to go,and had made about half of it,

when we heard our mother and father shouting, and. looked back a.t them. Father
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was running toward us,brandishing hls rifle,mother continuing to shout to us,

and with her telescope,pointing to the top of the butte. We lookod up at it.

could see nothing upon lts slope that could have alarmed her,'but were sure that

danger of some kind was threatening ua:she was not one to be calling us back

without good reason. Trle buck that had lain down,now sprrolg up from his bed and

all three of t:hem turned about and stood starin.g at her, at our running father.

We saw the three bucks suddenly turn their heads and lock up the slope of the

butte;we did too;there was a bulge of its slope that prevented us seeing its

sum.mlt from where we 6tood. Said Robert: "Maybe she he.d discovered a war party

up there."

As he spoke,the three bucks st4ed down the slope With Ue high and

short stiff Jumps peculiar to their kind. "They heard somethln(j up there," I

said.

"Yes t Let's go!" Robert replied. We sprang up e.nd ran, a.nd ha.d gone

but a. little wa.y when we saw that whlch~e buIJe the side of the butte

had hidden from us:some Indians,six or eight of them, were~lng down lt

with flying leaps, intent upon cutting us off from the river!



Robrt ~;md I were nearer our mother and the shal'er of the tim.+

bel' back of her, than the enemy w'ere, and, thoug..~ they had unobstructed going dol'l1

the steep slope While we had to zl<:;;-z&g our -rna,y betwden the thl0t i:;7'owths ",

sage and greaeewood, they soon fHil.W that they would l)e urmble to intercept us,

and chi;mgi.ng their course ,headed stra.ight tOYiard her. A,t that t our father turn­

eel back to protect her Elf', best he (~ould.and we rnn f:'csterthan evert if that we

were possible. We went on and on, our hearts heavy with fear for her. We went

to the right and left around a patOli of bru,ah, and \YhaI1 ! aGain fell in behind

Ro'bel"'t,I sa.w that E, rattlesnake had its fangs !"st in his left trouser leg
8:nd flopping

a.nd was ~,.~jlJg at h1s heels. "You_'re bitten! fI I gasped.

"No I Never tou.ohed my skin!" he replied" "Fast,::r! Run faster! II

The sne.ke dro'ped free from him and I all but ste;lped upon it as it

(wiled to strike i:1"saJ.n;wlth the tail of mjr eye I saw it miss my right a...'1kle by

an inch or two •

.And now, when the enemy were about two b.undred yards t_.m our mother,

she .;'.,.~'. to us to hurl'y in, and turned and. 1'an into tihEr shelt~r {)f the brush,

and at the saIne time,our father sto~ped and began shooting at the eneilly,and

we did likewise. Cur first Ollots raised puffs of dust below themjwe aimed high·

ar,firing rap1dly,&ld shouted Wildly when one threw up h10 al'ma and fell. At

that, the others slowed Up, stopped and. fired at ouf father,tailed to hit him,

then nm back to their fall€Hi comI'a,d.u" who was yelling with r>aln, and started off

around the butte ct:rrylng hir;l 'by arms ~md legs. "rie all three continued shoot1n€

aiming at the close bunch of them. ThG ham;,nex' of rlfl~ bave & dull click

went one of the wOlmdcd. man' a carriers, and at that, the others dropped h1m and

scattering 1"a...·'1 out of our slgh:t down a.round the lower slope or the butte. We

knellJ that,as 800::1 as they struck the brusll at the foot of it, they would come
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Up through it to atta.Ck,~i'would then have every advantage ot us. We ran on,

across the last etrip ot bottom,and down the game trail in the wooded slope

to the river,and into the boat, which our mother and father' had already pushed

out into the stre£.m. We spra,ng into it, took up our oars and pulled upon them

with all our strength, and had me,de but a. f'ew stroke6, When on6,and then a."'lother

shot was tired at us from the brush below,and a bullet came through the side

of the boat,between Robert and me.

"You boysl Fa.ther! Lie down! Let the boat driftl lt our mother cried.

"We can't! Snags ahead!" I answered.

"Get down u.ljder cover, yourself I 11' Robert told hert~. she shortly_,..

;"'fi;~tNot unless you all do! It

Two more shots were fired at us and the bullets struckbhe water ClOS4

£<.bove the boat. We iad it well wlder way by that time,heading it st.ralg.11t for

the opposit' shore,distant a couple of hundred yards. Several shots mol'S were

fired at us before We landed, but none hit us,nor even the boat. liBk~dGdw

scraped upon the rooky shore,we sprang out,drew the boat up ao that it WQuldn t 1

drift away,and scurried like frightened rab'blls into the shelt.er of of the

nearby brush, the enemy firing one last futile shot at us before we entered it.

flKyi 1 Ki tal kamota Malll" '1'here 1 Wd BurV!ve lOur mother exclal;aed.

None made reply to tIlat. Safe in our brush screentwe stared out a

across the river at, the l1utte,all red gloWing lnthe setting SUll"''1d aOvn saw

the enemy,six of therll.climblng up it.

llThetelescope--where is it? Robert asked.

!IIn the bo&t,of course I !: our mother repl1ed,ilL'1d he :ran out and got

it, and leveled it at the E,mem3". F'our of them liere approacl1ing the first, one

of tilEiln that. Vi,a had shot,who was ait.tll1g up.an,d presently,f1.s t.ney au:crounded

leg was troken. An...i then he sa-1tl that the other one t.lud:. Wti; had shot, was dead.

But h'$ h.ad no need to tell usthat;we could see,riit.hout, the aid of the gla.ss,

the two that had gone to 111m, take up his sh1eld, and ':I:".l.i8 gun, and then siazing

him by the arms,e-tart drage,lng him down the slope to the brush,where they would
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no doubt,bu~y him as best they~~i4.

with themlthat very sUJ2Jle:r.,and,yeure ... t t",,,,,, '.''''*''... t·r}~!...n in L~""f1n~1,pu·..., i·'nttle.\.;or,;:'180 'v '" ~~<:i_ ...... ~u.UJ. "''''

11€ Inade me tell yvt1;. to

to do,und you had killed

b 1 it. I'TIere utchoI' ng

UTruo, true eIlOug..'1.! II said Hobf.:~r't.

!'JJut ti1ft';" isn.· tall,.h(~ 'Nent on.

',lilt}) me,·when we l~'..Ylded'? Because I felt urged t' do it,~un.·s urge,of course.

Out there at. the edge of tile brush, I WatchGd you l)Qys sneo..:-r.ing out a.fter the

deer,and then I Hdjusted the glass,and looked throu;jl it 1 not a.t the deer,nor

·the badland slope up f'rOln the long bott.om, but at once stra.ight at the top of

the butte. As I diecovered there a rou..'1d oircle of rocke,~~.a~e,redthat I

had heard mj~mbera of one of our returned war parties tell about 1t, a walled

L;okout place of the i:",loux. So r looked a;t it. more olosely,thlnkine, that,

right then,enemies mi&~t be concealed within it. ~ld st~e enot~,between two

rocks of its top,I saw a mfm's face,red p~int$d,with stripe of yellow across

the cheeks ;halr smoothly parte.d, an eagle tail-feather rising strGight from the

back of it. In. the bright light of setting Sun,l could even SBe his eyes. I

saw h1a lips move as he spoke,knew that he was not alone,knew that he, and thoa:

With him were planning to""RP us all:a.e soon as you .tilled one of the deer,and

JTour father and I ent out nn4Join you and help pack in the meat, they would

run down tht? l)A.ck of the butte to the rlver,wld up throug.h the brush to the

trail in front of the boat,and there wait to shoot us When we should come in

wi th our loads. P,:n(J then I told your fE..ther Wflat I :1ad seen, told him to run to

protect you,I sprang up,?.houting to you,E:l.nd the enemy , knowing then thnt they

were discovered, 1 eaped out from thelr hidJ.ne place to tj;"y to cut you off from
.tJ'tfl~l~c:T.I:'+ ':r3eq a'S .~ .1t.xnq' "qnop ou

-c- ·L J0~aBqJ
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from us. Giye thanks to Sun,oll,my man,and you my children,that we are here

in this brush,wlth the rl~/eJ? between us end thO£H2' cut, Uu·oa.t enemies."

prot::;;cto:- of

fire dally croBs1 e.en halred ma.'1

pily

'when lile w:H'€/ Itl'c.Y(~B hle lodg6,o:t'ten before; hE arrives t,here,£,~ld t:rs,vels all

for them-

selves."

fUl,d to that.,Bh,e !'epl1ed:"~;h'2' rf:malno ~t home l!:(lme of the n~'5hts;she

flndr:;, plenty of time to dotf the cooldng and other lodge 'Work. tl

On thin night ther{~ was no ;,noon. As soon as it was dark, we got into

the boat and drifted down strep..In,11stenin6 for the low roar a.nd hiBs of the

CUl"i:'Emt past anags and other obBtructione,411d Elver re£;.dy with our oars to

turn to the right or left of them. Even Bo,it was dangerous work,going down the

rlver at night; there war'! many sharp snags in 1t that caused no murmer n,Jr

l"lp!)le of t.he current, snage th8.t would Vtreck us if we, should strike them. But
as

we had to chanoe that fwe v;ere eure that our enemies ,BOlle of them anyl.ow, were
some narrow stretch of channel under high cutbank,

b.urrying down the vc!J.ley to some point, Where they could easily shoot us as

we rowsd into lt~we had to make sure that We were below tllem,so far below th~t

they could noI', over talce us, before we could take our ~uch ncr:;,dEd rest. TWice,
iI:

before midnii:;;ht, 'It'S struc.k 8nags: the l~~_e thrOWing thG boat over so muoh

that a lot o:\' water pQured onto it. j it W,,';'S a narrow i3scape that we had from si.n.l:r

ing. We went ashore 8.11<'1 baled the water out, and went on aga.in for an hour or

L.1ore,and then went [,shore on the 11.ort,h 8ide of an lHland,tmd la.y down 1n the



canw to on.;<'f thf<.t. 'ffe.S loUSJner-row,
h •

Rnd Gur f'a.tt-ilr s.t the hendf6r 1t,

thcr~.went up in the

'White-tails! Rt~nnin8 toward yoUf"

I brougllt ':J)l rifle to my should.or;. wr9,tched J listened, heard the thuddi~

tOWCl.!'d me. Ther etopped sudd.enly, leoked ba.ck thetnay thS'.t th.ey he.d. come, an.d I

took qu:tck aim at tho breast of of one, f'.lllC. fired, nnd d.o~m he w€lnt; the others,

with three or fou.!' long ler~Ds,sprang lnto the !"'iver a.:.'1d swam tor thf;' rrlC1.in shore

have

plly chatting. While Robert f'.nd. I butchered the an.lmal,che others b';J.l1t a. fire

and brou.ght ct.::!' m€'2S outfit from. th.B 'boat,and we soon he.d a. meal of tried liv-

er,ynaat powder bread and coffee. Wlthln an hour,we were aCain upon our way

down river.

We were now in enemy country,likely at any time to be discovered aal
or

l:UUJXby WBX' pflrt1es,afxtll;a.,::a:i 1 huntlng camps of Assln.fbcines or Yankton-

a1e., BO,more than ever we nvo.idedpaeslng'iJ.i!;d:en undor cutbank8,and wooded. shores,

with the :r'!:.'l'5ult that,when we lett t.he channel,w;; 1'i,10.t'0 often the.n not had trouble

in passing t,he sl?ndbp..re. Every ev~ninG,neal" s1.mdot'!l'rl, VI;: ha.cl our evening meal on

an island the.t, had d~ep water upon either side of' it~and theil rowed ()n in the



C:'l~~~)·t2'~' I~.

c.3-:.cl:n(~'stall~;a';ls &'::' ~t;,11C r~l;;~:: of

~
-v'"

ing v.reck6d by' snags, to camp for- t.he night

U;;()~'l a:n.oth,sr leland. One avening I.e tied up on the n.::;;rth side of Wl leland,

side of the island,::md. 1'1'0:1 the

their horsuE:.

them \"i~HJhed til€: panch l.nd other- parts of an animal t.hat 1.h6.)f had killed. They

to C8JllJ; 1.n it. 'Ihe'1r fire S00rl 11azed l.i.ppd they &athsl'ed around it, t&lklng

c.r..C'~ l.s..ughint:,. J:10VS:1' 'novted. frum the willo~f8 Uld"il it was quit.c.J Q.c..:ck, ',.:':wn we

stele bE"ckto our

of ten milGsbetw6s.ri us and. t.!.i.6 enemy--Sloux,lliJ tat-her sald--P&10.t't:: we lUlded

dawn came we were again afloa.t,Robert an.d J:plying the Oal'i:) witn. all our

if that VH~I'e pjabibl~. We saV~ fiO m.o.xe of th.6n:...
" came to t

At lae:t" one foreneon, we lliluuUlJitll€ 21t, of F'o.r't U:nlon, where mJ father

met and marri illJ iliother. We we;nt a.shore, cllmb€;Q. the steep bank and fOWld,

,- "l i ,'" ,," . 1 ,.,
," " t", <; i PU..... T r. n ,~, 'r' ;. r ' y.' Hi 'J,"lt."~.n Yo>' '1' '.., ,~. j .,,;;. ill"'" r.. ;< u" ,", I ,,; W'v ...... loJ\J.,., _\tv.... _ • .4 ...., ..... ..., ...., .....""'J.""". :o#~.~ ..... ,,_ - __ ""'10.# .." V ... " •

-.,-.

.1',16 w\,:;!entl on, Li.own past ttle
;-"

and less muddy
l~r~er',rl;~r' 'L~~l

they said,li"vod in &C0""t stJle in his (,'110 story .notteli on the north side of
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the fort. His dining table was daily covered with a fresh white clothjit

twinkled with bri&lt silver dishes,knives and forks and spoons, and red wine

in long stemmed glasses. Our father had more trlan once sat up to it when the

great Pierre Chouteau,and Charles Chouteau were guests. It was almost unbe­

lievable,he said, the great style in Which the factor carried on,twenty-five

hundred miles from civilization,in the heart of the Indian country.

A few miles below the mouth of tIle Yellowstone,we arrived at the

Fort Buford landing,made fast our boat and ascended the steep path to tIle top

of the bank,where stood a number of Indians who coldly stared at us,gave us no

greeting. Beyond them, was a long,low log bUilding of many rooms, which my fa­

ther rig!ltly guessed was Laroenteur's trading post. Farther out in the bottom,

was another post, that of the Northwest Company,and then the adobe,rock,and

timber fort,of ~o great size. At that time,it was garrisoned by thre compa­

nies of the Thirteenth Infantry,under the command of Colonel Morrow.

We went straight to the post fronting the landing,and into the big

trade room,where a heavy set,Fide whiskered man in a biG arm chair,clapped

hands together in a.stonishment,and cried: "Hal It is you,Tomas J<.Lckson! And

you,Ameliel After all these years. You are welcome in my poor home! ~uch as it

is,it is yoursl Come shake hands with me,I am crippled--broke my thigh last

winter--have to be helped about. tI

Robert and I were introduoed to the kind Frenchman,and to another

"l\~f,,;'~d of our father, who just then came in, Pierre Garreau, a Frencli.-Aricka­

rae,an employee of the Northwest Company. They qUickly told us that all of the

Sioux tribes,even the Yafktonais encamped there near the fort, were in ugly

mood,and that we were very lucky to have escaped the many war parties of them

that were abroad. Larpenteur said,a little later, that he was more than glad

of our arrival,as he needed a reliable,experienoed clerk. He gave my father

the position,and Within an hour we were comfortably quarted,with all our

belongings from tIle boat,in a room of the post two doors below th8 brads room.

Mrs. Larpenteur,a white woman,helped my mother in making it comfortable,bring­

ing in many of her own thkings for our use. The two became f4st friends.
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For Borne days,Robert and I found life pretty dull in our new

home. Every morning,we had to get out our school books and learn the lessons

that our father set for us. In the afternoons,we wanted to visit about in the

great camp of the Yanktonaie,in the edge of a grove above the poel,but the
with Larpenteur,

cold stares that we got from those of them who came to trade, were proof enough

that we would not be welcomed there.

The first friend that we made was a young man named Bloody Knife,

part Sioux and part Arickaree,who,witll a half-dozen full blood Ariikarees,was

an army scout, with quarters in the fort. His father had married his mother,

in an interval of peace between the two tribes, and she had later returned to

her people,and her Bon had grown up as an Arickaree,and with all that t~b.'s

hatred of the the Sioux.

One evenlng,when we were all gathered in the Larpenteur's living

room,Bloody fu~ife came in,and saldJ"~~rnenteur interpreting: tlyou Plkuni

people had a fight when you were coming down from your country;at Round Butte,

you killed Buffalo Rib,and wounded Red star, two of a war party of Uncpapa

Sioux."

ttYes. But we have told none allrolnxti, except Mr. Larpenteur and Mr.

Garreau. How did you learn about it?"

"Though the Sioux tribes hate me, still I have certain friends amoIlg

them learn all that gojtt3 on in their camps,allthat they have done,all that
',1

they ,intend to do. Last evening,that war party arrived on a raft,~topped in

the camp,a.bove,all night,and went on down river at dayll&lt,this morning. They

told of the fight that they had had wj~four people of a boat,a man,woman,two

boys, and then the Yanktona,is told them that they he.d not far to go to find
at

the sla4~rs Buffalo Rib,that they would find them right here in this trading
the man,white,

post, the two boys and their mother. members of an enemy tribe,the Pikunl. And at

that,Red Star called upon Sun to hear a vow that 11e would make:he swore that,

as soon as his leg became whole,he would have your lives for that you had done

to him. It

"Hal Let him come! I am not afraid of himf" Robert exclaimed.
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told him.

-9-
"Don t t boast, lay son, don't boast; it is unluclty, II our mother

"You need not worry about Red Star a!1d his vow:you a~l are safe

enough from him,here in this poet, II said :Mr. LaJ."1Jenteur.

tiRed t1tar did not make that vow alone;two of his pro..ty,Black Elk
cousins of the one you killed,

and Fox Eyes,also vowed that they would have your scalpa,1~1Js":'.~1l.i:Jobe

always on the lookout for them," said Bloody Knife.

fI I would not know them if I were to see them aGain; in the fight,

they were too far otf for me to plainly see their faces," I remarked.

"I would know them;when they were bringing their dead,and wouid­

ed down the side of the butte, I saw their faces plain enough, with tile spttglass,'•
said Robert.

Bloody Knife got up, shook hands w1Ml us all around. II I carne to

wc,rn you about your enemies, and now I have to go bucl\: to the fort; tile horn w111

soon blow for us to get into our beds. Let us be real friends. You boys, come

often to the fort and visit with me," he said,and w,-"s gone.

"He is a brave young man,lhat Bloody Kn1fe, II said Mr. Larpentew'.
upon us

tlA true friend to the Whites. But tor him and his warnings of attacks that

the Sioux were !)lanning,they would long sinoe have Wiped us out h8~e,soldiers,

fort and all. II

The very next afternoon, Robert and I went to the quarters of
(Arickaree)

th~; Ree,scouts,in the fort,and Visited with them,': ~

~:ixif'UW)t!h.tii~X1Ofx.tia.u+&XilI&J'~_1tJUM.QHXm~fHiA~~l'X

cDhlibBJ\jlix .",.. UlJtXXQ'XU~XH.~ We

co~verBed readily with tlle scouts by means of the sign 1an8uage,common to all

the tribes of the plains, and on that first day learned several words of the

Ree language,in Which we became fairly fluent before the end of tllat summer.

The Yanktonais came daily to Lar,)entur t s post to trade in tlair

proceeds of their Winter hunt, buffalo robes,elk,deer,antelope,and wolt skins,

and it was not long before my brother and I wereplaylng with the boys ot the

camp,at first around the post and out along the river,and then right in their
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oamp.in their lodges even. where we ware at least tolerated by their elders.

Naturally , playing with 'the boys, we 'Rere soon convel"sing w1th them in their

language,whioh we found muoh easier to learn,~ld speak, than that of our Ree

scout friends.

In June,ot this year, 1870,Mr. Laroenteur went on a steamboat to OmWl&,

to buyout his partners, who lived in that town,and my father was in oharge ot

his post during his absence. He was still so badly crippled, that we had to

carry him aboard the boat. Two or three days after he lett,an enemy war party,

we learned later,that they were from Sitting Bull's camp,attacked some wool-
'.

hawks back of the fort,and killed two and wounded six of them, before the soi.~
(,

In July,Mr. Larpenteur returned with a large stock of goods for

the coming winter trade. He' had bOUght out his partners,and was v0ry cheerful

about his business. He brought presents for all of us.

Came August. Back in the breaks ot the valley, the plums ~ld choke

cherries ripened, and When several of the fanktona,1s wollin oame to the post

with some of the fruit for my mother, she was more than pleased,and said that

she wanted to go out herself and gather several sacks of both kinds,to dry for

winter use. Mrs. Larpenteur laughed at her: "\ll1' go up there in the hot breaks
puckery

and work hard ,;'0 get a few cherries and small plums, when right here in the

store,we have plenty of nice dried apples and prunes, cans of pears,pe~ches,and

big white sweet plums?" she asked.

"To each T'El.ce,1ts own food, It my mother replied. BWe like best that

food upon Which we grew uPito us of Indian blood, fat buffalo meat and the

berries of our river' breaks are of better flavor than different foods th.at

the whltee have broug;.'1t into our country• "

"Yes,you are right:to each race its 01[11. food, II the other agreed.

"Therefore,I must gather plenty of cherries and plums for my boys

and my Winter use,tl sald she,'Pld that was the end of 'Che argument.
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On the following morning,Robert and I borrowed three saddle

horses from a family of Red River half-breeds camped near the post,and with

our mother, set out for the breaks of the river valley. We crossed the wide
deep (}oulies,

bottom, rode up a narrow,bare ridge between two »EaaKJx&a~1Bax and saw that

the cherry,and plum trees in them had been stripped of fruit by the Yanktonala

women. rode hi@ler up the slope,discofered a number of the women ~lead of

ue,and halted,undeclded which way to turnjit was evident that,in order to

gather any quantity of the fruit,we would have to go some distance east,or

west of the breaks sloping up from the fort 'bottom. Our motherdlitQ.i.l.jkg. said

that she thought that the country to the west was the most promising,so we

went back to the bottom land and turned up it,past the YWlktonais camp in

the edge of the timber,and the many bands of horses grazing out from it,each

ote of them guarded by a watchful herder. As we passed one of these hands,

Robert suddenly called to us to stop,and pointing to BnaxBtxikaX a big, black­

-and-white pinto in 1t,cr1ed: ItThat one,there,surely it 1s uncle Three Sun's

pinto buffa.lo horsel"

It was;ther': was no mistaking itibut i~i~as not the fat sleek coated

well cared for animal that we had knowujit was now thin and its back waS raW.

We then saw that all of the other horses of thebtfld were in like condition,
',t,

and we recognized two more of themithere could be no doubt that they were all

Pikuni horses that had been recently stolen,and ridden bareback all the way

down from our far country. Vie wondered If,in taking them, the war party had

fought our people,killed some of' them? Said our mother: uPerhaps they killed

your great-uncle--he is so brave, so fier always in the le~d aGainst the

enemy!"

ltThey shall not keep his buffalo horse,l am going to take it,rlgh.t

nowt" Robert fiercely exclaimed.

"You will not! Why,you must be crazy to think of itl stop,put that

rope back on your saddle!" she cried.

re had not noticed that there was a herder with this banA. He had ~
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been lying in the saeel)rltah ,a little way out from the opposite side of the

g:rRzlng animals;but as Robert unfantened his lariat and ~et wide the noose in

:tt,the man got uPJriflo in one hand,with the other h)~ine; the f@l:\ner of his

wrap across his face 80 thct it was all concealed below the eyes. lis fore-

he;:td "\Jl,as red nainted,lJ.is ha.ir roa.ched on top and snlooth br!titled at the sides;

he wa.s tall and powerfully built;a 5l'im,menaclng figulk,stWld1ng there glar1ng

at us. Hia wra.pwCl.s a well worn one of cow leather, upon Which he had palnted

in red,blt<.ck,green and. yellow;8cenes of his fights with enemies,horeeB awl

scalps that he had t,a,ken, })owerrl grizzlies that he had encountered and k.illed,
.~

at.range Mirna,ls of hlfS ti.r'eams,h1s 11fH ;-;rotectors. l~~<had s~:lenJof course.tha.t
re

we recognized the horses that he was GU8.l'd1ng. The could be n.o doubt that, he

would shoot if Robert {i.t.tempted to rope one f;)fthem. Again our lllothHr said to

him: llput up that r~trJe! n I\J16 AS he obeyed, she started on up the bottom BJ'1d we

close followed h t3r,ciJ'lesr y enou.gh th"ii,t we were r;owerless to recover for our un-

cle,for our people, 'the 1101"61:"6 that had been taken from them.

Said Rooel"t: "Thi"t man is not e. Yankton.a.is! Although he ooncealed his

face, I am almost aure t.:rw,t he is one of the party that ,refought at Round

Butte."

"II;.; has made me terribly uneasy r Let us turn about, go home, II aaid our

mother,brlnging her 110r8e to a stand. Robert and I didn't want to do that. We

were eager for the ride, for the day out in the breaks;we had our way about it,

and went on. As we rounded t.he point of timber, We lo(;ited. b.:!.ck and saw the

herder driving the ba.nd of horass in t.oward the oamp.

was near noon when we again turned from. thfi bottom up into theIt
a.nd

breaks.tollOWlng~ an old trail up a bare ridge,we at last,when several miles

from the bottom, and only a few hU.t"1.dred yards below the level of the plain, found
in the ooultes

up'Ju either aide of th:'3 ridge, plenty of cherry and plum trees heavily loaded

with fruit. We roele into the right halt coulie,tethered our horses,and .fllxxlQ

~hJllXBBJ~,k&x~Mt.x.ilgXhx~x'b~mK3itb:begaf stripping branches that we could ee.ally

reach, putting t.he fruit into' sacks the.t we had brought for the purpose. Our

mother was more than llappy over our find;; s she worked, she sang old time songe
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of the Pikuni,and several times said that she wished our relatives could be

with us to isather as,cks of the plums, fro1 t that did. not grow in our more

western country.

'1Ve had about half ... filled our EJacks, whe1V!e het~rd the etLtrry1ng of

some light footed ani:nal to th.B e'E~Bt of us, a.nd tc. moment later, a coyote came

tearing tbrougl1 the b:r'ueh,l'a."1 between Robt,rt 8.J,"l.d mEl ':11 t.h.O!)t noticin&; l,.,l€, wm't

on to the top of the ridge and pau8~Jd and. lo:)ked~~10i vely bac}t the way

that it had corue,e.ud went on uut of OUI' sight. ;Ve knew that only the sight or

e~nt or man could cauae ct co~rote flee D.S this Olle had, st,:n,;aking PlU3t us with

the sWiftness of an ow, so intent upon it.s going that it he.d never·,~.fttl.

Robert snatched up his rifle. told us to remain where we were,5...'1d startec. tllro

th3 bl''Ush up the 810pe of the ridge. the one from Which we had Jiurned down to

tether Qur horses. Without a word to one ~Dother.mother and I followed him;

we could not bear to be left in euspenL there tb.e thiok brush. We overtooK

him. the UPI)er edge of it, ane. from there all thr'e €I .lI..fxu carefully looked ov

er the breaks to the east; Wt) could not, of course, soe into the brushy cOl-llies;

there W~.E' nothL13 moving on i9Xyy ,:;of tIle ride:es t the parts of them tha.t we could

see;the ridge streight acroBs,about two hundrad yards off,hid those just Deyon

it from our view.

fr'ui t, fr'lghtent'?d th.~ coy<;.te. tI I said.

"Yes. They scatte:p (jut In trw br'E<8.ks ever'j" day to C8.tller it;thelr

women will d.c no CS,ll1P work vntll they strip t}H3 vers last p&.tch of t~"ees, tI our

mother agreed.~ i

"Oh,well,we chene!." it,let t s eo b.ck and finish our wc:rk,tI B&ld ROber~

However, we hud [i',athe:,oc! bU.t a Iittle more of th.e fruit When he tossed his sack I

to me, took up his rifle and started off east through the b;rueh, st.t,y'lng to us

as he went: "I feel uneasy. I am going to have Eillother loul~ at C0un.try ~ tt

(
He dlseppea.red.but a little later we saw h1m,over the tops of the brush,climb

crest
upon hnndfl and. kneel"! to the ~~ of the bare ridGe to !<;u.K ove,' 1t. '.lie watched

him for &. m1.nute or t..wo, and. then, as he did not move, gave no sign of ha.ving
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discoverod anythinG alarming,we turned to strip ~ freal1 tree of ita dead ripe

Time pat'cod. We had stripped the lowf;rbrc,nchec of tho tree; and I

Was bending down &l. high branch so that my mother c{L,ld reach it, when we heard

Robert shout: IIEnemiest Enemies coming: Q'cki G-et on your horses:"

As we turned to run to tl161e, I saw him pclnt:x.g up to the head of t.he

breaks,a.nd then running down to join. ur.. r untit::d hie h.o;r'se,turncd to help my

mot,her; she ';;c.e t.rying to f'aot.en :'lc:chc.lf-fl11ed su.ck of plums to l~er saddle.

flDrcp it!" I cried.

tlyou will leave

them,now they are ooming fast. Q.ulck.! Follcei' mel It



Chapter 8.

The Red River cart horses that we had borrowed for tIle day,

were lazy and slow gaited;we had great difficulty in making them break into

a 'lope up the steep side of the rid8eithe one our motiler rode Was not only

slow but mean;every time she qUirted it,it humped its back and kicked~

with both heels. I got close up and with all my strength laS-,d it with the

end of my tie rope until it was glad enough to close follow Robert's horse.

As we neared the crest of the ridge,we saw the enemy coming down it,five of

them,riding fast. ~e turned into the old trail, went on down it as fast as we ~lj

could,and soon saW that tile enemy were gaining upon US,and Robert cried back

to our mother: "You go on as fast as you can! Brother and I will stop and stand

them off,and then follow on."

"No. If you stop,I shall too," she replied.

ttBut you have the slowest horse I Our only clL.llce of escape is for you

to do as he saysl" I cried.

"Well,I '11 go on,but oh,do be careful!tt she replied. And at that,

Robert and I qUickly dismounted and made ready to fire at the enemy,0~ that

time no more than three hundred yards from us and coming fast. 'l'hen for the

first time,the appearance of the leader of the five struck me as famili&rieven

at that distance there was no mistaiing his painted "rap. "Hal The herder of

this morning! stealer of our people's horsesl tt I 'exclaimed.

"Yes! We must get him! Do your bestl tt Robert replied.

'Ne had wrapped the ends of our animals' tie ropes around our left

arms as we knelt down,and were worrying as to what would happen when we opened

fire;on the bare ridge of badle~d clay there was nothing to Which we could
almost

tether them;if they became frightened, fought to e;et free,then it was certain

that our end was near:"We must do our best to make our first shots count," I

said.
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hissed.
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"We can't let them come nearer,now then,at the leader!" Robert

We made caref~ aim at him,now no more than two hundred yards dis­

tant,the rest close i~ his rear,fired almost together,and down went the lead­

er!s horse,he alighting safel' on his feet only to be knocked spinnin(S to one

side by the horse 011 another rider. And,lo! our horaes never moved,they were

not gun shy! We fired aGain and aeain as fast as 'We could wo~k the levers of

our rifles and take a~m at the four riders,the man on foot meantime,firing

once at us.our fifth or sixth shot hit another horse and with its rider.it

turned kicking and squealing off down the side of the ridge. By that time,the
two

three renaining riders were Within a hundred yards of us;above the crackl crac~

ceack! of our rifles,we heard their leader,the ;~ on fo_t,shouting to them;

they suddenly swerved from the crest of the ridge off into the brush and timbeJ

coulie to the east of it, and' from there fired at us as we s)rang upon our

horses and went on down the trail. Again their leader was shouting to tllem.

Before we overtook our mother,tIley were on the bare ridge across from uS,swift.

1y goill{) down it with the intention to head us off.

"How is it--what did you do?" our mother asked,after making sure

that we were unhurt.

"Only shot two of their horses,bad luck!" I replied,as Robert forged

on to the lead, crying, t'Now then, we have to ride faster than ever. Do your best,

mother! Lash her horse,brother! Keep lashing it! It

Over on the other rldge,the three riders gradUally drew abreast With

us,:I~.len touk an ever widenin{5 lead that,we fearod more and more,would enabl

them to reach the bottom land long before we could get to it;were tIley to do

so,they could turn up onto our ridge end dOUbtless ambush us. But ac;ain luck wa

With us. Upon our way up to the B""patches,we had not particularly noticed

the ridge on our right;we now saw tllat,a quarter of a mile bel,w,it was peter'

ing out, ending in a deep narrow coulie cominS in from the northeaat,and tllat

there, and above and below that point, the bottom of the main coulie wc.s a cutban

wash of great depth that they could not cross· That they were going on at full
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speed,was proof enough that they were not familiar with the lay of the land,

and therefore were not members of the Yanktonais tribe. They were,some of them,

members of the Uncpapa. war Y)arty that we had fought a.t Round Butte. Tllat is

what we told one another when we saw them suddenly Ilalt and look~down upon

the cut coulies that blooked the", way. As one man,they slipped down off the1r

horses and beGan firing at uS,and we quartered off down the west side of our

ridge out of their sight,and went on. 'Nhen we ac;ain topped it,an.d looked back,

they were trailing up to rejoin their two comrades that we had set afoot.

A couple of hours later,when we arrived home and told of our advent-
of danger that

ure,how,but for the warning we had got from the frightened coyote,we would

surely have lost our scalps,we created no little excitement. A couple of sold­

iers who were in the trade room,and heard uS,went to the fort with the tale

of our fight,and the commander ordered out tile Ree scouts and a company of

mounted infantry to go in search of the hostiles. They came first to us,for

directions,to learn just Where we 11ad last seen the enemy,and While we were

talking with the 11sutenant,Bloody Knife told Mr. Larpenteur,in Sioux,that,as

n~ht was so near, they were setting out upon a. useless quest.'~"i_I.:,u~.$;

they returned to the fort at midnight,having seen nothing of the enemy.

TIle next morning,about ten o'clock,Bloody Knife came into the post

and said to uB,.Mr. Lar',enteur interpreting:"Well,P1kuni friends,yesterday,you
Uncpapa

a.e;ain met two of your enemies,Black F;Ik and Fox ,E;yes;but .perhaps you reoogniz-

ed them?"

suspeoted that some of them were the men that we had fought at

Round Butte," Robert rattied.

"Had •••~ome,you would not have met them," he went on. t1.::.;arly,

yesterday morning,our.oldier chief sent us on discovery down the river,and SOQ'

after we left, a certain one came from the Yanktonai s camp to tell me t.J:lu. t Bla.ck

Elk,Fox Eyes,and three others,had arrived in the night With a b~ld of horses

that they had taken from the Pikuni-- t1

"We saw the horses! The man herding them ha.d a painted leather wra.p!

He held a corner of it across his face,Ile stared at us,hiS sles like f1re!" my
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mother interrupted.

Bloody Knife laughed. "Yes," he continued, til know all about itjmy

good friend of the camp,up there,found me at home,thls morning. Tllat herder

WaS Black Elk himself. He saw that you recognized the horses,but did not be­

lieve tllat you knew him,aB he car:fu1ly concealed his fa.ce."

"This Yan.1{tonaia friend you m.ention,may one know who she is«" Mr.

].arpentuer asked, slyly smiling.
not

"I am naming anyone,I am not indicating what that friend wears,wheth-

er skirt, or wide flap leggins, It Bloody Knife gravelJT replied.

ItOh,I but joked.I ~'t no offense. Go on,tell us about Black Elk,"

the other urged.

"Well,as soon as you three went on up the bottom,Black Elk drove his

stolen herd in close to the camp,~.~o his friends,resting in a certain

lodge,told them to get ready to go 'With hlmto trail and,<f1l1 youjh.e invited
*

the man of the lodge,and several other Yanktona,is to go along and take part in

the killing. '1'11ey refused, they were afraid of the soldiers here, but they wished

him and his men success in going after your soalps. Black Elk llad not had his

morning meal,so he told one of his party,Tail Feathers,to watch wheru you want
all

up into the breaks i1e he ate and had a rest and smoke;you had saoks tied to

your saddles,he kne'w that you were goinc out after plums."

"That Tail Feathers trailed you,returned ~nd reported tl1at you had

gon up a certain ridge from the bottom-- fl

"lia r On that ridge we found a lot of women were aheati of us, so we

came back into the bottom,and went up a ridee farther oniBlack Elk's scout

did not :SB.mudult_.~ see us make the turn;that_Plains why they did not
t~

more closely trail us,lI Robert exclaimed.

ftV'then,at last,Black Elk and his party rode up to those plum batherers,

they learned from them that you had not passed, and some were for turning back

and following your trail. but finally they decided to go up higher,near the head

of the breaks,a.nd then turn west in search of you. And,well,that is all I r~ve

to tell you,so now let me hear about your fight.tI
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Little by little--Hr. Larpenteur still interpreting--Robert

told how the fleeing coyote had warned us that we were in danger,and how we had

succeeded in escaping from the enemy. And when he llad flnished,Bloody Knife

looked us over very soberly,and finally said:

nIt must. be that one of you t.h:r'ae have coyote for your sa.cred help-

er. !f

demanded.

None made ~~swer,ald after a lor~ wait ell,is t1"..a.t not eo?ft he

ted.

ttAncient Coyote is one of our gods, I pray to him," my mother admit-

"Ha! I thought sol So it is that his descendents pity you,protect

you! But for this one wh.o fled past you,warned you of danger near,Black Elk

and his part~· would have wiped you out by surprise attaok. But let this be

a warning to you never again to go by yourselves out in the breaks of the
are

valley,nor even up and down this great bottom. True,Black Elk and his men now

undoubtedly well upon their way home, But he,and Fox Eyes,and the one you

wounded at Round Butte,Red star,all tr~ee,as you y"~ow,have vowed to ~~. your

scalpo. They will come up llere again,and aGain and again,to try to way lay

you. Be careful,my friends,be careful."

"You are very good to us. We take your warning." my mother replied.

From that time on, Robert and I heard her humming more often than

she had before,the song of Ancient Coyote.

No longer allowed to play with the Ya,'1ktonais boys up in their camp,

Robert and I frequented more and more the quarters of the Ree scouts,in the
-

fort,~~d became very friendly With them,particularly Bloody KrLlfe.~XIKi&iR.

his
Jf~1+ In September, some of jbt~1R§[xrW.i relativas came up from t,:b.e Reo village

at once
to visit him,and save him two ecod horses,wh.1cl1 he gave to us. Our father then

got for us from the quarterlaster of the for't;, two CQllUemned J.\:rt.rJ.y saddles and
~;

bridles,p~d from that time,We beGan riding With the scouts When they went out

upon their rounds in the Vicinity of the fort. By the time that winter came,we
be

had decided upon our life vocation:we were Boing to Army scouts. Un a bright
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December afternoon,oaref'ully washed and in our best clot ~o went to the

fort,asked for &u4'1ence with the comman(l8,nt,and were ushered into his quart­

ers,whereNe found him smoking and chatting with several of his officers.

He asked, very pleL,sa.ntly, Wh.H.t he could do for us, fmC. smiled when Robert re­

plied that we wanted to enlllrt, thnt we wanted f.o scout for hi8 command. We

were not a 11ttle Burprisecl vThen he asked un for our na.mes--we had thought

that, seeing us about almost every day,he well lrnew Who we wore. A11d then,

When we had given tlwm,oJHJ of his officers cxp1ainod that we Were the bays

who, with our :uother,llad escaped from Black Fak and hip part~J of' Unopapas,

when th.ey'had attacked us one day in thE! DHst summar.

"0h, yes. I remember, That was good, brave worle that you did, But, of

course,you are too young to enlist "~ or four years from now. come to me

again about it J andlery liltely I can t.a.lte you on, It he told us.

At that , Robert replied that, while we were young,we had had more than

Olle fight with enemies, and so could do as good wort for 111m [>,8 any of his Ree

scouts. '1'hat interested him,and in reply to hls qnestiona,and others b~, his

younger officers,we gave a pretty good account of ourselves,of our trapping
great-

life along the Rookies with our grandfather, Hugh Monroe,our uncle,the great

Plkuni chief,~lree Suns,rold,finally.our fight at Round Butte. And WIlen we had

finiahed,Lieutenant Thompson exclaimed: "Would tha.t I couldwritet Hoy; the boys!

in the states would enjoy reading the story of these youngsters' lives,just

as they ha.ve told it to us!"

"Thej'come of good fighting stoCk," said another.

fly "t' das. He comman' ant, Col. I,1orrOVT t agreed. ;e I'Jrned to us: II I wish

that I COUld~hlist you,but I don't dare do it,at your a6e. Positively,I can
Ilk·

not do it.

"But, yo" don f t 1 j t t idi..~ 0)' ec 0 us r' ng out with ;your scouts, now £"nd

then?" said Robert.

"Glad to have

he replied.

II,
you go with them, if your father and m.other <:..1'e willing



Po
~i"""

At this time, the Sioux trlbes,below,were quiet, the Yanktonais

were away to the E',outh,lluntine buffa.lo ,e.nd th,;;, scouts W(~re doinG no :riding,

other-tha.n to hunt dcor 1e, the vicinity of the fort. That was tame sport to

Robert and rne,but better tha.n being f\hut u:p in the trad1.ne; post,so we often

more game tha.n the:; did "lIlt}:.:. thoir single shot,Army ca.rbines.

Although Tt!'.~rpenteur,['.nd. the Northwest COITl)aJ1y,too,were licen.sed

traders on the Fort Buford rBscrvD.tiol1, they wore notiflod in "Tanuary of the

New Year--1871 J to wind up their a.:ffalrs and leave the resorve.tion, as Congress

had passed a bill lowinG but one6tler to eaoh ~:U_itary reservation, and

Alvin Leighton had been appointed sutler at this place. This WEd3 a s'od blow

to our good frlend;hc wilted under it. It we.a a blow to us,too:my father sa.id

that ther-(o, would be nothing for us to co but to return t.o Fort. Benton by the

first upriver ste2,mboat, and out!1t there for fJuc a trapp1rif;:: expedition a.long

the foot of the Reckies. Robert and I d'd not like to leok forward to tha,t;

tr&.p'~in8 WD,~ G~llright,good fun,but e didn't want to leave Fort Bt<.ford:we

wa.nted to rercialn right there,e.nd 1n due time beoolle full fledged Army f;coutS.

But with a.ll his troubles, . Lerpenteur had always our welfare in mind. In the
steam

sDr1ng.when the new sutler,Mr. Leighton,arrived on one of the first boats of

the season. our go::d friend went to h1m and induced hi:':l to g1ve our father eIll-

ployment as one f his olerks. When Robert and I learned that 300d news,we

ran as fast as we could go to our Ree scout friends,to tell them tha.t we were

to re;rrain at the fort. ,A few days later, despondent and sick,MI. Lar'JEmteur·

and his family embarked uoon a down river boat. for .i.iul.trxJr<..m11.& a farm that he

had in Io~a,and we never saw him again. He died in the following fall,as IUy

Upper Missouri,had never really pros;;ered,and had died.,pr"ctic<.dlJ' perel110ss.

father sald,ot grief. h[vl for mci.ny l;lS.ny years b6011 in the Indian trade on tb1
'*

For the story of this reraarkable man, \'I11ic11 is aIse; the story of t.he Aner~can

Fur COlU'\any on the Unper Missouri,see"L;arpenteur t s autobiography, IlForty Yvars
A FyI' Trader On The Upper BBouri, II edited by ~allot Goues.
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In the tall of this year, H37 t ,Bloody Knife told us one daJ' that

he had learned from a certr:.ln Yankt.onais fr'it:nd,thut Rud star ,had completely

recovered from his wound, and had recer-tly r·:epeat'.3d 1l..1s vcw to 'i:.rw sun, th&t

he \vould ma.ke us nay with ou:r' 11vee foz' brec.kinc, his It;i6' Cons£:quently, we

were more thanev el' cb.reful tv out rldirl8 an.d ll.untln.g vnly when a.ocom.panied

by our friends. '1'h& winter paBsed, e,nd t}1€ folluwing BUlmner' and winter-, and we

saw nothing of our enemy, nnd :t'lnall~' decided tha.t time hc.1 quenched l'4ifJ thirst

for vengeance.

AS game bec;"me more and mort! SCt.l'CEi in the vicinits' of the fort,and

Vfe practically ceased hunting, time passed slowly en ugh to Robert and me. Our

father kept us a.t our studies in tIll;;; mornings,':d1d in tho afternoons we visited

with our Ree friends, and the soldiers in the fOl....:". ~)ome oi' 'tho yOUl1.g otI'icers

were ver;l :friendly to US;W6 lov6a. to sit wit:l. them a.:ad listen to tiieir 'talk

about the outside world. In that way we learned a lot that we never could [l.aVE

gotten from our school books.

Came tlw s;.'ring 01' 1873, El.11d wi th the &'1":l:'ival of the 8 teambuat,t;, en-

route to Fort benton, we heard that the railroad, then l"ullning from Gt. Ilaul

to Blsmark,was to .Jb built farther west,and that surve.:rors were soon to look

out a route for it across the plains to the Yellow6'l.~one. '1'l1i8 was good news

to the officers and men;it meant,they said,the l:5ettlement of the country and

the end of troubles with the Indians. But Bloody Knife deol&l'ed that it illeant

the beginning real war wi ttl the Sioux tribes, the Cheyennes,!o.nd probal)ly

othersithey would,he said,fight to the best of their ability to .r:Ceap tae Whites

out of the only buffalo country that they had left.

3 carned,too,that the Seventh Cavalry,wlder the command of General

Custer,we.s now at the new Army noat,Fol"t Abraham Lincoln,aituaied a few miles
• 0.'

1.""'10".' Bisrn.. 1>1"'1".. ,1",.1 1.11."::" ""l"r' n".L~ 0' ~ t' riv"" · "b t tJ. . d' d '1 .. F>J~' ... e>.... c.. ~" v. 'C Cl c:. J.al;.. 1 He , a .ou J.lree ,{lUIl' re· m~ as Del.ow'ort

Buford; and thD,t this reGiment would furnish the escort for the railroad buildeJl

wlth,perhaps, several of the comr:·al1ies of Infa.ntx'] a.t QU!' poet. lJiore ttlan ever,

Robert and I were eaeer to enlist 'With the scot'ts,andt.ak6 part in this field

work. Our old friends of the f3eventh InfantrYPlad been replLLced byslx
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companies of the Sixth Infarltry. under Lieut. Col. !h;z~nJ :.;.~;1 as he pC'.rely l<;;new

us, we feared that he 'WGulcl :10t t&lr.) un on; W? rDallz3d only too well that our

£1.n:i W('J wore, though fairly tall; of very sl::'ndc;{' DuD.d.

wi thout 21Cntionic,G our

Frr"l.nk Glrard--olc1, tir.lc fur tra.der t and now e>t interpr::ter,tG GO with us to

the Com.•na.nda.:nt ,~71d tnll-; for us J and, the~r did it so weJ.l, t.hat :ho at, once repJ.ied

that,w.lth the conSE;nt of ournarents,llH would. E;nli1~'t UB. ',Ve hurried. home.found

our father- in the tr[>.de room and told h.tm y;rhc"t ,li:3:1ao.. Gone, i..wked him to 60 witl

un to the Command<:mt,and tell him that he enlist. He stared at us,

frowning,8.rld replied, shortly: "No! That 18 too dangerous Viork for ~rou ('oung,.,.

sters! II

Yi0 then 1J7ont to our r-lothor, and a,rte.r' she hS.d ~Hk:rd our plea., she stooe

for gome time in deep thought, then

to him, "itery solenmly, "the wild b that is in these boya, bl~lOd of Hugh lJilon-

roe 0,1'1<.''- 141.: fighting Scotoh ancestors. blood of [;en0!'ations or Pik1..L"1i y"u:('riors t

th[,~t blood if.! not t,Q be de:1.1ed:~rou wi~l GO now, !'i~1.t nCHf, to Col. HE~zen and

'tell him th~"t theY]Hi;;' join :1:18 scouts. If

"No. You know as well as I do, tha.t they a.re too ;young, II he r'E'jilied.

"Young they are, but of much experience; tliEsJ

"But thin1-:: of tho d~inger of 1. t:.. If

"I do. But they will survive it. Th.at I know. Yilth the pow'erful help-

have,wlt.h prnyere to protect

Go,no.,de PQ T a~v "
~4.,i - ""~~~J"

you. aay,AI'J.elie. You Hlways 'te your wny, If 'he ;nuttared,

:lnd told u.s 1:'0 follow nirr:. As we lE;:ft ths !'GOlll) TiS h8~.rr], J1ur JJoth.er beGin, wi til

trembling voioe I tb.0 Anc.1 ent Go~rote sone;. I:.n(', tot tl'l[:;t, 1JH"t':en t ~o:rt of trembly

in our legS,cmd did not 3Et over the wE3cknees ,. ti1 WE: 1-efo.tl8 the

Trli1t n.:tgllt, V?'.:~; £1 ~~?t 111. thG 8CDUtSi Q·(>fl~~:!·t<:.>rs
new life for us.

i n
.{..; for't •
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When we awoke, soon after dawn,we wondered,tor a brier moment,

where were were;and 'hen remembered:we were in the scouts' quarter in the
,>$,

tort,we were ourselves scouts. We sprang up and dressed and washed,and Jo1ned

the othere at breakfast,which their women had cooked. Bloody Knite,leisurely

s~vering and eating the meat of a boiled butfalo boss rib, thoughtfully looked

us over,and sa,ld:"Yes. You two White-Blackfeet,You are now white soldlers'

scouts, but only half-tpouts:to be complete,You muet have,each of you,at least

three horses,a many shots pistol,water can, and. several blankets. The horses

you will have to buy;th8 other things will be issued to you by the Army-store

man. You should get &11 t.~. things ae soon as possible, for we may be ordered
,;.t

any day now,to go with the soldiers out upon the plains."

Our triend's advioe was law to us;we hastily ate our meat and

hard bread,and ran home andlll'l:i our father to bUy the horses tor us,and

he made no objection. We got winhin an hour, four good ones from a band of

Red River halt-breeds who had just come in to trade their furs,and so,with

the horses that our Ree friends had preViously given us,we now each had three

good mounts. We then went to the quartermast.r of the tort and got the accou­

tremente that we needed. We did not 11ke the Army saddles that our father had

bought tor us, and now, When he gave us each a tine stock saddle, and a bridle

with a Spanish bit,we felt that we were completely outfitted. The quartermas­

ter had SUgge~d that we use Army carbines ln place of our repeating rifle.,
1\

as we would be at no expense for cartridges for them,but we clung to our re­
several years later,

peaters. As it turned out,the tact that~e rode stock Saddles and carried
we were

these rifles,had no little part in saving our lives when trapped by the e~my.

OK thls very day that we completed our outfit, the steamboat

Far west arrived, with General Forfyth and other officers.~*.J.:on board

the officers and men of two companies ot our ~t, for an exploration of the



Chapter 9. -2-
Yellowstone River. If found to be navigable, steamboats were to take up it

supplies tor the troops that were to aooompany the surveyors of the railroad

that was to be extended west trom Bismark,across the plains to the mouth ot

Powder River,and eventually on through the mountain country to the Pacific

Ocean. For hunter and guide for the boat,Geler&! Forsyth had taken on board

a man whom Robert and I had frequently seen at the fort,Luther S. KellY,or

"Yellowstone" Ke11y,as he was best known along the river. He had several times

wintered away up in the Yellowstone bottoms, trapping beaver and other fur,in

defianoe of the many war parties that frequented the oountry. Now,as soon as

the Far West had tied up at the bank,he had oome ashore with his winter catch

of furs,and we silently admired him as our father graded the pelts and put a

prioe upon them. He was a tall, slender, dark skiIlJ.'"led man, wi th long bla.ck hair,

and b1ack,kind eyes. He wore fringed buckskin shirt and trousers,bea.ded mooca­

sins,and was easy and gracetul in his every movement. He was our ideal of a

scout,and we decided that we would also wear buokskins,and imitate his ways

as nearly as possible. Little did we then think tbat in time to come,we were

to be with him in dreadful ballles with the Sioux and Cheyennes.
'. u_ t J!.'~ _SSl9\.lt

As we stood there in the 8tor.,~15aHthlUcame hurz'ying in to tell

us that we were wanted in the tort,and there we learned that the steamboat had

brought orders tor us scouts to embark on the tirst down river boat and go to

Fort L1nooln,where we were Join the military escort that was to start west

With the railroad surveyors. That was good news;exciting newsiwe ran home to

tell our mother about it,and she said that she well knew that we would do good

work tor the e..pedition. But When we told Our father about it,he shook Me

head and sighed,and said that he had been a fool to allow us to Join the Army

ecout8Jthat it was too dangerous work tor 007a.

NoW,day atter day,we kept our horses olose to the toJ'!$,andc:u,.·

outfit in readineS8,andthen,one af".rnoon about a week after the depar'tture ot

( the Far west:tor theYello.stone, the steamboat L\lCla arrived trom Fort

lenton, and' we boai'd,ed ···itwith all that we had. and were soon upon our way doWn.
~

river. Bloody Knife and the other Ree scouts had otten travelled on steamboats,
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but to Robert and me, this was a new and thrilling experienoe. We marvelled at

the sWittness with which we glided down the stream. We went otten to the en­

gine room to stare at the maohinery,partioularly the huge long steel aras

that turned the stern wheel,and that stopped,or reversed,as the engineer,obey­

ing the jangling bells ot the pilot,moved an t'rlght lever. Best or all, we

'loved the pungent oder that pervaded the boat trom stem to stern,odor ot 'the

hundreds and hundreds of paoks of buffalo robes,and beaver,wolt,deer,elk,and :

antelope pelts that were stacked in long rows upon the deoks,and proteoted rroJ
I

the weather wlth heavy tarpaulins. They had been loaded at Fort Benton.they

were the result ot the wlnter hunt of our very own people,the Pikunl,and the

Blaokfeet,and Kaina, brother tr1bes,and the Gros Ventres. Our own rela:tives had

killed,and traded ln,some ot the robes and pelt.. We vlsloned our unole Fran-
mighty warrior

oois,our great-unole Three lun.tin the mlAst of a great run t wlth unerril~

a1m shooting down one after another the swltt tat buffalo oows that they slng-
appraising

led out With ~.tq eye. We1l,we,too,were go1ng to be warriors. In some not

far distant summer, when our people should build their great otfering to Spn,

the medloine 10dge,we would help in the bUilding,and standing betore it,oount

as many ooup' as any of them.

We sought out the olerk of the boat,asked h1m how many robes were

on the boat:they were~f) packs, 10 to the paCk, 11, 1}0 robe8,and ot pelts,

there were 8,000 pounds I We told our Ree friends that they were all our own

peoples' killing and tanning,and they clapped hands together in amazement.

We spent long hours up on the hurr10ane deok,r1fles in hand,soann1ng the shores

ot the river, the bottoms and slopes of the valley,long1ng tor sight of some

war party sneak1ng out to attaok us,but none appeared. But of buffalothere

were countless herds, in and out of the valley,resting and feeding 1n

the bottoms,stand1ng belly deep in the water,and now and again,,-th loud puf­

t1ng and snort1ng,swimm1ng across the river regardless ot the pa oom1ng boat.

Several of them that we ran over,were killed by the paddles of the b1g stern

wheel,abd more tl1an once the pilot swerved trom h1s course,or backed water,to
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avoid running into a swimming herd.

When darkness came, the boat was tied to the bank of the river,a

watch was eet,and the night passed without incident. At dawn,we were:,fnd.er

way again,and for another lOnl'daY were never out of sigbt of the herds of

game that oame from the plains down into the valley for water. On the fOllowl
t>­

1ng day,a little before noon,we tied up at Biemark,tor an hour,and as eoon aa

the gang plank was run outlwe all hurried ashore,Robert and I eager to eee

the railroe.d,about wh1ch we had heard so many tales. Our great-unole,Three

Suns,and other warriors of the Plkuni,on ra.ids tar into the south,had orossed

a railroad running east and west across a great plain--it was,or course, the

Union Paoit1c~.and returning, had amazed us with their descriptions of the fire

wagons that they had seen gliding t\..'ld roaring along i te two endless iron rails.

They went as fast as the sWiftest buffalo horses,a~nd Without tiring and slowing

Up. In the lead was the fire wagln itselt,drawing one atter another many wagons
one

eaoh a small house of many windows,and t1l1ed with white men and women and

ohildren. Well,now,brother and I were going to learn if those tales were true;

we had always Busp1oioned that they had exagerated the speed ot the tire wag-

on••

Close behind the rew stores and saloons that compr1sed the lit­

tle town, was the then end ot the rallroad,split into a number ot slde track.
and

ocoupied by several engines,passenger cars, freight cars,and as We stood staring

at thellltone of the engines. begaf shifting cars from one traok to anotheria .oft..

derful sight, but still disappointing:it did not move with the SWiftness even of

an old travoi horse. Then We heard a shrill Whistle oft down the valley,and

turning, saw a train com1ng4fh with far greater speed than ever was made by the

SWiftest horse 01' the plains. We stared~.open mouthed,almost doubt1ng our

eyes. On it came, the engine belohing smoke and steam,as though. it Were going to

leave the track and go plunging into the rlver;and then, close in front of us,

as men on the car platforms turned wheels that set the breaks,lt slowed up and

stopped in front of a house that,we later learned,was the "depot." And clapping

hands together,Robert all but shouted to .es"They did not l1e,our relative••



Chapter 9. -5-
Why,these tire wagone ce.n travel ta-ster tha.n any horse that ever lived!"

"Yesl True! True!" I agreed.

No sooner 114d the train stopped.th~l a people awarmed from seven ot

the cars ,men,women, children, wi th guns, va.llS€Hl,paekages ot all kinds a.."l.U sl1.apes,

and trom two cars back of the engine,a perfeot stream o! trunks alld boxes oame

thumping down upon the platform. We were all but stunned PJr the number of peo­

ple that this tra1n had brought from the states. And every day & like tr&1n t
came. For the first time,we real1zed the vast number of people that there¥

were, away off there in the East. And halt-dazed by all that we had seen, we

returned to the boat and went on down the river. For only a few m11es,howev.r;

&ga1n the boat was tied to the bank, this time on the south side,and with our

11ttle band of horses we went out across the bottom to Fort Abraham Lincoln,

then being bUilt,and at the time garrisoned by only two oompan1es ot Infantry,

and a halt-dozen Ree scouts,under Lieut. Col. Carlin. We moved down to the ,110

scouts' quarters,and turned our hungry horses out to graoe. We learned that

war parties ot Sloux,particularly Ogalallas,were frequently attempting to run

otf the the stock animal' belonging to the tort. In other words.the tort Was

praotically in a state ot siege;the soldiers were too tew to tollow and attaok

the raider••

A rew days atter we arrived at Fort Lincoln,the Far West came down

and at.opped tor an hour,and after it had gone on down river,we le&r'lled that

it had successfully ascended the Yellowstone to the mouth of Powder Rlver,and

tllat,with several other steamboats,it would return there WltJl supplies tor

the troops that were to aooomp&ny the railroad survey, A tew days after this,

allot us Boouts were ordered to report at Fort Riee,a small post a rew miles

below,from whioh the expedition was to start. l/hen we arrived there,we learn-
travelling overland from Yankton

ed tha.t the famous Seventh Cavalry,then enroute to the tort,w&e to torm. \he

m~ln part ot the escort. There were more Ree scouts at Fort Rio.,and as soon al

We aJ'l'l~d at their quarters,Bloody Knite had a long talk with them,and then,

looking very solemn,he sa.id tha.t he was going to talk with the chiet ot the toX1

thneral stanley. When he returned,Robert and I a.sked what W&s"oubliI16 him.and
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he shortly replied~ttS1tt1ngBull has sent messengers to all the Sioux tribes,

and. the Oheyennes., and Arapaho9, askl:rt.g tham to meet. him and his band,up in the

Elk lUveI' (Yellowstone) oountry,to take with tham all tho oartridge!.: tha.t they

can get,and help him wipe out the soldiers and pI'eVGZlt fhe railroad being

built up into that grea.t buffalo country. 1I.y friends,maioe we are going to

have soon,one big right."

In touoh with the overland advanoe of tha Seventh Cavalry,wera ~hree

steamboats, the Key West,Far West,and Pen1nah,oarrylng supplies tor t.he regi­

ment,and the wives of some or the off1cers. From the soldiers,oitiae:l teamsterl

and paokers who came to the soouts' quartera to visit with us,we heard much

a.bout t.hebravery ot the coaander 01' the Seventh,Generll1 Ouster,and eagerly

looked forwa.rd to his arrival. The reg1ment a.rrived opposite the tort &leud

or the steamboat escort,and near night,and was ferried across by an~ther steam

boat,bound down river,so we dldnot get to see him until the next day,when

the reg1ment Was j)a.I'aded. When he appeared,riding a. horae ot great beaut, and

'Wonderful spir1t,the Reetcouta one and s.ll clapped banda to moutna and gave

quick exclamations of pleased aurpr1s.,tor they saw that he wore a fringed
r

buokskin coat,fringed buckskin trouees,boots With red leather tops,and a wide

brimmed soft hat,instead of the regulation officer's uniform. He rode lus

sp1rited horse with grace and eaee. His yellow curly hair lwng town almost to

his 'houlders. Bloody Knife,stand1ng be.ide me,exolalmed:"That 10116 yellOW

haired one,hfl 1s a real chiet;ot all whlte ohlefs,the greatest ohiefS" From

that moment the scouts fairly worshiped him, were eagerto'......t hls everT

comma.nd" Right there they named him Loncs""yellow-ha1r Chief, llhlc1i they soon
abbrev1ated
alDbad to Long Hair. In t.he evening of that day,Genel"al OU8ter sent tor

Bloody IOlite,and had a long talk With. h1nl.......my brother in.terpretlng.......about the

hostile Sloux,~~d their probable 100at10n up in the Yellowstone countrYiand

from that tl1n6,ot all the Indian. scouts With the Seventh Cavalry,lUoody Knife
iL ,. . . he.' frequent oOlma11. w1th him,

'Was tr4S .neral s favorl.te one .. Ht} trusted him impllctly,often followed h1s

advioe. ~~d because he did not tollow it,on a nlgIlt in June,three years lattr,

he and half' ot h1s regiment met their death on the banks or· the Little B1ghorn,
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as I shall relate 1n proper plaoe.

W1th the arrival ot General Custer and his reg1ment,prepara­

tions were hurriedly made tor the start west to the Yel1cwatone,and OJ) June

20;"6 lett 'ort Rice. The expedition .8 l!i.Hde ttl) ot thE: Seventh CE,velry ......with

the exception of two contpanles..... !"Jld. f'1va compml.l€H:. ot the 22nd Inf'l\ntn,. tour

oompanies of the 8th Infantry;slx of the 9th InfantI7.two of tILe 6th Infantry,

and three of the 17th Infacntry. several huncu'ed citi zen tee.m.stet'e and packsel'"

with many au,tour,and two mule teams a.nd wagons,and 6, IncUarl. IiH.}O)Jte. The

whole'. oomms.nd wa.s under General Stanley,of the 22nd Infant.t'y,anO, in &ll."fe

number$d 80 off1oera and nearly 1500 enlisted men,and ~couts. The ~teemboats

Key West,Far West,and Penin&h.lett the tort at the same t1me that We did,with

supplies tha.t they were to deliver to us z,omewhore up the Yel.lowaton,~.,:~

were followd,later,by another supply bos.t,the Jose;;hlne.

The railroad surveying ~arty h~d started some days before we
80me of

left Fort Rlo$,~ld now General Ouster with hi! Seventh Oavalry and U~ scouts,

pushed on ahead of the Infantry and supply train to overtake them.wh1ch we did

some d1stance east ot Heart River.The head of thG 6urvey1r~ party was General

R08siter.who had been a West Pointer with General Custer,and then had bi#come

an ofticerwith the Confederates. The two, who had fought one another,were now
inc1dents 1n

close friends.we otten heard them talking and laugttlng ovex' the b&ttles in

whioh they had been enge,ged..

'lf~ day that we left Fort Rice, the Reee and Robert and I

saw for the first tlme,greynound dogs,ot WIlleh General Ouster had a paok ot

a dozen,his favorite one of them,a female named Tuok. When one of the oavalry

men told u& tha.t these doge would ohase antelope, arld over~e and kill t.hem,

we could he..l"'dlj' 'believe hilt, but we from. that moment,kept the rneral and hi.
,,- _ _ 1:'

paok in slSht,e...'t).(l followed h1m when,about. ten of ol oOk,w1th twenty-f1ve ot;

thirty of his r~en.1.l.e lett the main oolumn to hunt. Antelope were everyWhere

1n ste;ht,and th~ c1oe;s !loon took after a. lone bu.ck,and to our astonishment,aoon

ovex··tcck and killed 1t. learning then, that the dogs would not be allowed to

maltG mothel' Oh!''!.BE: that day, we scattered out a.."ld killed some antelope tor our
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our own mess,and to give to some of our soldier friends. On this day,we saw

a few buffalo,mostly bulls, Pl).t on the foD.owing day, we got into the main h~rd.

and from th.e.t time ',Ji(,:re never ()ut of sight. of ';mffulo,he:::"ds .and. hor.:ls of them.

during th(~ whole time of tht~ eX';1EJditi'Jn. lU1.d when,flv de.ys QU't froLi. Ii';;,rtl
found

Rlce,we struck Heart RiYer.'H~there atmulx (,}lk aJl<;1 dcer,and kill.cd ,:. ttYlf of

Of all the men (if this expedit.ion,we SCOU'c,s woro,in our own estl_"
ridlng

tion,anyh.ow, the t10st fortunate, t'or,llult.ead of r.uu:e~ in the lino 01' t4c

column,under the scrutiny and the crdera of the ottleera,we wcro tree to ccat-

tel' out and keep well in the advance of the cavalry. Co l.two.a that,'JJ:lile
gathered in large numbers

keeping a she-If lQokoU't. for signs of th~ Sioux, knOW'll to be aomehere a.lload, WQ

ha.d plenty of time to hunt.

As the days paesed,~lle~al Ouster beoame mere and more attaohed to

Bloody Knit. , and before we rQached the Yellowstone. the two beoame real friendl

At that tlme~:aloody Knife We.s trying hard to lelu'u English,and still meeded ax
and

lnterpreter,und Hobert U ! ~'ere fr'oquently ca],lea to fill that place in ills

oonferences with the Genel'a!" At the tit-at one of' thee 'talks,at. lilj8.l't River,
ratlroad

Gonsl:'al Ross1ter,chief ot the ont:)1neere, was p:r.'"eeent,and remarked that ho did

not think that the expodition would have a.ny 'ttrouble With the Sioux. To whlo.b

alo()~' Knife roplied: "Do not think that they will not have flre-hoarts, that

thGY wl1l not strike When th.ey see us rlding lnto their oountry,Boaring away

their buffalo herds."

It is,if I l~illember rlg11t,about 240 miles across COUIitry from Fort

Rice to th~ Yellcwatone.at the mouth ot Powder River. It Was some ot it very
that we traversed,

rough oountFJ ~1.d our pl'()gI'es8 lUxS slow, but on a dAy about three weeks weeks

cfter leaV1118 the fort,we came to the ed5e of the ~~ badland slopes or the

the Yollowstone valley,and there,leaving the main oolumn,~eneral Custer, with

t,wo of his companl~.H;.j.alld accompl:Ul1ed by G~.r.un'al f;.()8siter,Bloo~ Kn1t.~.d Rob-

1() oJ; C....lt a X'oute boY Which the wagon train oound bll brought town to the I:JQqIx,JX

ateD1lii&.d;+ 4"1ver, tz.l1d to t.hen t1nd the supply steanfooat, Key West, whioh had been
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ordered to remain in the Yellowstone,as aid to the expedition. ~.arked out a

good trail for the wagons,down through the badlands to a well timbered bottom

of the river,and then,leaving one of his oompanies there,General Custer went

down the valley with the other oompany,and us soouts,in search of the steam­

boat. We found it at the mouth of Glendive oreek,at Whioh plaoe the other two

boats had unloaded their cargoes,and then'gone back down river. We all got ~

aboard the Key West,went baok tp the point where the other company of cavalry

awaited us,and that evening we were Joined by ther::Ai~~~~
the main column on the follow1ng morn1ng.
There we rested for a few days,while the steamboat was br1nging up the oargoes

of the Far West and Pen1nah,from Glendive Creek,the troops,meantime,building

a shelter for the goods,whioh Was named after the ranking off1oer of the expe­

d1tion,Stanley's stook~e.

One afternoon,wh1le we were enoamped at th1s place,several of the

Rees,who had been scout1ng up on the plain,came hurrying baok to us and report­

ed that a orazy white man,riding in a one horse ftthin wagon," was com1ng on OUI

trail across the pla1n. A little later,he drove 1n across the bottom and the

sold1ers weloomed him,took oare of his horse,and made him oomfortable,a Jesuit
come to

priest,named Father Stephen. Ae said that he had Join uS,as he felt that we

would be in need of him,and that he had made the Journey from Fort Rice in seve

days,and without eo much as a pistol to proteot himself,as he ~ew that he woul

not be harmed by savage men o. prowling beasts. The Ree scouts stared at him,

edged away from him,said that he was crazy;and from that moment,and so long as

the exepd1t1on lasted,he never could get within fifty feet of them. Several

times, when he attempted to Join them at their evening oampfire,they got up and

soattered out 1nto the surrounding darkness.

As soon as all of the supplies were brought up from Glendive Creek.t~

Key West carried some of the railroad engineers to a point about fifty miles up
with them,

the river,andb8jnrning,ferried us across tIle rever,with the exception of three

companies,that remained to guard the stockade. Here the survey for the rail­
began

road, along the north side of the river,a strong excort accompanying the eqcl-

neers,wh11e the cavalrj scouted ahead,and the infantry, with the wagon train,
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the plain Just back of the valley slopes;and General Custer,with the remainder

of the cavalry,and several of the scouts,went well in the advance,looking out

tm best route for the wagons.
. Ik.
•"''''''' Now, each day, some of the scouts aocompanied the surveyors, some the

and
wagon train,others rode With the flanking oavalry.and now,more than ever\~~

kept sharp watch for eigns of the Sioux, for Bloody Knite was more than ever

insistent that they were somewhere ahead of us,in great numbers,and that they

would use all their cunning to make a surprise attack upon the troops. Now

and then we found old signs of them:remains of buffalo and other game that the;

had killed;old dim tracks of their horses;btt of their camps,and the size of
dead ash ~

them,never once so much as the fireplace ot a singl._ lodge. Finally,however,

When we were almost opPoBlte the mouth of Powder River,Medi4dne Fly,and anotheJ

scout,whose name I have forgotten,reported that they had found the tresh trail

of six horses,up in the breaks of the valley,and following it, they had come to

to the top of a bare ridge where the riders had dismounted, and left the im­

print of their moccasined feet in the soft earth. They were sure that these

riders had seen us,and that they had gone on up river to warn their camp of o~

advance.

Two days after this discovery,while the steamboat Josephlne--a. new

boat that had taken the place of the Key West--was unloading supplies for us,

the fresh tracks of two horses were found in a game trail that they had cross­

ed,and that was further proof that scouts of the enemy were watching us. In

camp,that night,Bloody Knife told us that he Was sure that we would soon have
again

a fight With them,and urged us to do all th4t we could to prevent a surprise

attack.

We moved on up the valley,and on the 4th of August,when near the

mouth of Tongue River,General Custer started out soon atter sunrise, with two

companies ot his cavalry,and with Bloody Knite~r scout,to again look out a

route for the advance of the troops and the wagon train. They found good going

on the plain,and along toward noon,turned down into the valley,and unsaddled

1n a small grove,intending to rest there in the shade until the expedition
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should come up. They had watered their horses, and were enJoling the cool shade

mounted
of the trees,when,suddenly,a halt-dozen Sioux appeared right in the grove and

tried to round up their horses and drive them ott. The nerve of the attempt,si]

Indians against a hundred cavalrymen, was astonishing. For a moment or two, the

command stared at them, then began firing and drove them out ot the grove. They

went but a little way up the valleY,however,and then stopped and shouted at thE

soldiers,daring them to oome on. As soon as hie men had saddled up and mounted,

General Custer led them out in pursuit of the Indians,who retreated at an easy

galt toward a large grove a little way farther up the valley. At that,Bloody

Knife,ridinl'at the General's side,told him that he believed that they were

trying to draw him into a trap, that the grove above was probably full ot Sioux,

and the General,calling a halt, went on with two of his officers. They soon saw

that the Sioux were trying to draw them on to the grove,so they stopped,and

the General was about to level his field glasses at it, when out trom its Shad'
~

ows came charging all of t~e hundred well mounted Sioux, dressed all of them

in their beautiful war olothes and eagle feather war bOlli,ets,aWd shouting their

terrible War ory.

Turning back with his two aid"General Custer rejoined his men,had

them dismount,and then,as tie Sioux came on,the first shot at them Was fired

by Bloody Knite,and it counted:it knocked a lead warrior dead out of his saddl«

Several more of them were killed by the olose range fire of the little troop,

and they turned and ...~tered,giving the General time to get his men back into

the little grove in whloh they had been resting. The attacking party were tbEn

joined by about three hundred more Sioux from somewhere up the valley,and they

all besieged the little bodyl9f troops, riding again and again along the edge

ot the grove and firing into it,and at last setting the grass atire,with the

intent to smoke out the so·ld1ers. But that did not work, and toward the middle

of the atternoon, When the Indians DUX had lost some ot their number, and had

wounded but one soldier, and were getting tired, General Custer suddenly oharged

them and they fled up the valley, he and his men pursuing them IM::iJeveral miles,
ditiaaand killing a few more. They then came back down the valley and met the expe-
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General Custer had not lost a man in the tight,but while 1t Was

going on,the Sioux had discovered white men coming up the valleyJand
Doctor HQ er, Mr. Bal1ran,

had killed them. They were citizens, the veterinary surgeon,and the sutler ot

the Seventh Cavalry, and were neither of. them armed. Headlee.s of the warnings

of the scouts, they had frequently set out by themselves to overtake the trail

makers,the General and his men,and had done so onoe too often.

On the fourth day after this fight,late in the afternoon,and at a

point fifty or sixty miles farther up the valley, the trail makers found the

trail of a large camp ot the Sioux that had gone on up the river,and When the

expedition came up,-'neral Custer obtained permission from General stanley,to
'i1:

take four squadrons of the Seventh Cavalry,and all of the scouts, and follow

the Indian trail,which was about two days old. After we had had our supper,

seven daye rations were~sued to us, and late in the evening we saddled up

and went on,well knowing" that, somewhere ahead,we were in for a big tight.
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The Sioux had made a heavy trail as they went up the valley,and

the moon gave us plenty of light to tOllo~t. We rods steadily through the

night,and at daylight oached ourselves in the mouth of a wide timbered couli.

where our tired horses could graze.~~d had some breakfast,and a good rest 01'

about three hours, when we again laddled up and took the trail. We had believed

that the enemy we were following, were the ones who had made the attack on the
•

4th,and now made sure 01' itsscattering lodge polee,kettles,buffalo robes and

parfleohes full 01' dried meat that we tound along the trall,were proof enough

that,having discovered the strength of escort 01' the railroad sur-vey,they were

moving their women and children as rapidly as possible to some point where we

would not be likely to discover them.

We wanted,of course,to make a surprise attack upon the Sloux,for we

were only about 450, and they allot a thousand fighting men, and at noon, find111t

that their trail was quite tresh,and that they would likely have scouts 1n

their rear,we went 1nto a big grove of timber borderlng the rlver,~~d remalned

there until near sundown. Then,having gone only a tew ml1es from that restlng
shore of the river,and

place,we came to the end of the trail~here the enemy had orossed over to the

other side,and only a tew hours before. Had we kept on instead ot maklng a

halt. at noon,we would have come upon them when they were prevar1ng to make

ng,and so had every advantage 01' them.

We could see no glow of 10dges,no sparks of oampfire on the opposlte

side of the riVer,&ld it was thought that the enemy had gone from there on up

the valley. We went on up the river a little way,and stopped tor the night in

a small grove,us scouts by ourselves ln the upp~ end of It. There Bloody Knife

came to us,very much disgusted,and tor the tirst time,angry at the man he wor­

shipped,Long Hair--General custer;"I told him," he said,pointing to an ls1and

out ln the middle of the river, "we can ride out to it,and from there swim



Chapter 10. -2-
with our horses to the other side." He did not anewer meihe just gave orders

for us to oampl"

"Maybe he did not understand you," I said.

"I told him that not only W1Ui my mouth, with white mens' talk,I said

it also with hands-talk I ot course he understood'"

ItIt is very bad for us that he would not take your advice," said

an older one of the Rees. "The enemy camp must b8 within easy ride from here;

we could make dawn attack upon It,and oh,what a kil11nal What a killingS"

"Well, what is to be will be, It said another.

I'For me, r16ht now,1t Is a. good sleep," said my brother,and at that

we all laughed, wrapped our blankets a.bout ue lay down and were In no time

dead to the world.

The sentries awakened. us very early,we sad.dled up,and forded out to

the 1slarid as day was breaking. From there to the east shore the rlver was

fairly swltt and about two hundred yards in wifth,and Bloody KnIte, caillng UpOl

my brother to interpret tor hlm,went to General Custer and again proposed that

we all should get onto the water at once and sw1m to the other shore.but a

short no, was all the answer that he got. Some of the men were already bU1lding

a raft,and when 1t wa.s completed,Lieutenant Westoll,with three men who were.gool

sWimmers,attempted to take 1t acrose with a line made of a number," pioket
'",,::;'

rope•• They never got to the other shore,and atter drift1ng down strewn for

more than a mile, they had to leave the raft and swim a..... to the west shore,

and come baok to us. Then,after several more attempts were made to get the lin4

aoross,that plan was given up,and the General sent some of us out to 5t,~.....

sk1ns with which to make a bull boat. We brought in three buffalo skins,and twc

of elk,and Bloody Knife began covering with them,a w1llow frame that he had

made. The plan nov; Wc~S to establil\h a cable ........ w1th the bull boat.an.d then
whl1e the soouts swam the horses over.

use j.t to rs.ft across our- aeooutrement8,~.sJ(bxauxu~. But the boat

was not fln1shed Uv."ltil 1t was too late to oross that day,Emd then,at sundown,

s. party of Sioux suddenly came out of the brush opposlte,to water their horses.

But they neVer watered them,for,at once disoovering us upon the ls1and,they
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wheeled about and were out of sight before a shot could be tired at them. That

ot course ended all thought of making a surprise attack upon their oamp,and
and we mO'llcd from the island to the main shore.

the attempt to oross to the east side W&s abandoned. Bloody Knite had been

sullen all day,and now he was furious , and so were others of the Rees.

,
i

What was]

the matter with these white soldiers? they asked. Were they babies,that they

could not plunge into the river With their norses and swim to the other side?

HI,they were not bables#they were big powerful men--with little bird heartal

They were afraid of the river! Huh!

Robert remarked that a number otft;hem ~ould not sWim,and to

tllat Bloody Knife angrily exolalmed:"Well,at least, they could could hang onto

their horses' tails and so be towed acrossl"

The night passed without inoident,but at "break of day,a large

party of the Sioux opened fire at I. from the opposite shore. Some ot the best

shots of the oommand were ordered to return their fire,and While they were

were doing that,it was discovered that other parties ot the enemy were crossing

with their horses above,and below us. Bloody Knite and I were two of the detail

of sharpshooters. ~~en he saw that the enemy were crossing to our side,he be­

came more angry then ever,and said to me Jerkily,between shote,"Theret You •••

What we will now have. A big tight! ~.t because we did not swim across,yest.~

day, and surprise the enemy camp. tf

And then he sprang up 1n plain sight ot the enemy and defied them as

he aimed and tired, calling them dog-faces, daring them to oross and meet him

face to face. And when they in turn defied him, shouting that they were Unopapas

and that they would Wipe us lut,dog-taoe whit. men and dog-cace Rees,he answer­

ed:"You Unopapas,you are most oowardly of all Sioux tribes. That medioine man

of yours',that Sitting Bull,who claims to be 80 powerful,where is he? Go tell

him to SWim out and meet me here in the middle ot the river! I w1l1 show him

how poertul he lsI"

After firing many shots,I managed to kill one ot the enemy,and Bloody

Knite another. But just below us a man,named Tuttle,with a long barrel Spring­

field rifle was doing better work. He killed a Sioux Who was making himselt
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very oonsp1ouous on th0 opposite bank,and when two others rL~ to the aid ot the

fallen chief,he killed them too. As h~ was reloading his rifle,he locked over

his shoulder at me and said: tlJackson, this 18 a migtl.ty Sood rifle I·... 't and. Just

then a Sioux bullet braln$d him.

tiRo! A good. ru&n gonef tl Bloody Knife ~xclaiu:.ed• .And at that "A'(;

tX'led h•. I'dE#r than ever to lIuiLke our shots count. But t:..~ :r'Eilluain1116 we.r:'loure

",ere a11'eady mounting their horiSes and hurrying to Join the &1"eat';;~tl ot

riders crossing above &1'''10. beloll us. As we then turue<l f;rom the shore,hurlCl.r·eds

of women and children and. old men .appeared on too crest of tmRiley slope

&OrOS6 from us,and rem.ained thex'e to watch,as they doubtlese Df:lieved, the Wlp1l'g

out of the soldiers in the ooming tight.

Gen~ral Custer.meantime,had sent Captain French and several ot

the troops to attack the India.ns orossing belew,and 001. Hart to attack those

crossing abov.,while he and the rema1ning officers and troops looked out for

our center. Great numbers of the enemy had already crossed and 'Were gathering

on the blUffs in our f~t,preparing to oharge us. The scouts were about evenly

div1ded among the three commands,and when Bloody Knife and I came out frow the

shore,he went straight to iJeneral Custer,and Lieutenant Brueh,.ho had charge ot

the scouts, told me to ~1ae as fast as I eould,up to Colonel Hart. I reached hie
go to

side 1n no t1me,and he ordered me to tata Lieutenant Braden,who,with about twe~

ty men, Was posted on a small knoll out in the bottom. I had no BOoneI' joined
Of the enemy

the little detail than about a hundred and t~ came charg1ng down at ue,and

kept eom1ng in face of ourflre. ! said to myselt,that right th.ere was the end

for us. One of the first shots that they f1red,pierced Lieutenant Braden's

th1gh,wJLirllng him about and to the ground. But With never a ory ot pain, there

he aat,oalling upon us to hold the knoll,and f1ring his revolver With careful

aim. But, shoot as We would, our shots did not seem to have much effect on t.b.e

enemy; then came on to within fifty yards, dxtUlJand then, just a.s I tho~ht tor

sure that they were going to ride right over us, they swerved,and went out to 011
torce

join a larger faaa preparing to oharge our tront.

It was then that we heard the band.baok ot ua,a_1m 1 1· nU Ii
-rt p. a.y ng-8X'ryr; W~.lv'\;;
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General auster's signal for the grand oharge at tlw enemy. As he rode Qut,lds

horse and that of another ottlcer,I.;ieutenant Ketchum,were shot down,and they

each took a trooper'a mount. Below,a.t the beginning or th6 advance,Captain

French killed one of the enemy w1t~h his plstol,~s my brother lat~r told us.

As I have said, the Sioux were about a. thouaar;.d 'warriors ,8.6801nst four hundred
upn them

and fifty of us, and now that the charge was begun,tew or Us thought that 1t

would sucoeed,tor they were brave fighters.a:nd with their repeatiIl& rifles.tar

the best prepared tor alose range fighting. But to our surprise. they almost at

once began to glve way and retreat up the valley. Then,suddenly W0 understood:

the ma.in col*mn ot the expedit10n Was in sight,coming up the valleyiand at that

a. grand chase of the enemy began and was oontinued tor seven or &i&ht miles,

when the last 01' them recrossed the river,and were sate. Our loss in the tight

was tour men killed and three wou.l'1ded. ~ie never knew the lose or the Sioux, tor

they carrled 01'1' their wounded and ~ome 01' their dead;they could not have lost

les8 than fi1'ty,killed outright.

That night, the ot1'loi.rs had some talk about crossing the river' and

pursuelng the IndianS,but decided that it was more important to continue wit.h

the railroad survey. Accordingly,we moved on up the river to a butt.e named

Pompey's Pillar,and from there out north to tIle Musselshell Uiver,from which

po~nt the Seventh Ca.valry,with the railroad er.A8ineers,a.nd some ot us scout.,

left the Infalltry and the wagon train &ld pushed stra.ight a~.~ tn~ plainA to

the Xellowstone,a.cross trom t.he Stookad~,and tour days later the Jusephine oame

up and terried us across. A day or two later,we struck out. tor Fort Lincoln,and

rvlthoat a.dventul"e of any kind,arrived t.here the 2~lld or september,the rest 01'

the expedition aoming in some time later.

When we returned to Port Lltooln,Robel·t and. I had a pleasant surprise

TlIwn We found our mot.r.l.cr thEu'e,aws,itlng our return. We at onae built. s. little

oabin adj oining the scouts t G.uarters, beloTI the fort, and she remained wi t.h us

all winter,returning to Fort Buford on the first st.eamboat upbound,in the sprl~

Tlle wint3r passed quietly enough, and wit.h the approaoh ot spring, word

~as pa~eed that the Seventh Cavalry was to go on a trip lnto the Blaok Hll1a
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to select, a. sit.e tor a fort,and to learn it it waS truu,s,a ha.d 'been whisper-Eta

about. that prospectors had foun.d plaoe:r gold. tJ:lel'~,and' W~:.t'O wa-arune; out. brt;;C;;\,t

quantities of it. To us soouts,t,his Was the best kind of news,we had peoome

very tired of our monotonous life a.t the tort,and iffU'. Illore t.han eager t._ go

out upon the pl&ins,wher~ without doubt,we would ltave plenty of gvod hWlt1r4g,

and. perhaps some fights with the Sioux.

"But the whit,sa are such liar., It said one of th.e Hel'i;.,v{lu da;y in

June. For how many moons,now,have we heard talk about going out to th0ee

Blaok Mountains.and the days pa.ss,and still there is nothing but ldlt;; 'talK

a.bout it. It is all a 111uthere is to be no expedition out til.x"til tl

"An;Y'XJ.ow,thero is one who doeon't li8,our cldef,Long Ha,lr. I am golng

to him,right now,and lecu"n the tx'Uth about this," said Bloody Knlfe,and aaay

he want, up to GenQral fuste:l" 8 qUal"'tel'S t and soon ret.urned tto us. broadly amil­

ing:

nIt 1. truel tl he oried. "We are goillf5 out there I We shall soon be

leaving herel"

And at that. all thejRaes sprang to their feet and sang a sOl1g or war.
At last the exped1tion was made up 10 c~panles ot the&seventh Caval-

ry, 1 eompan~t ot the 20th Inf;:Ultry, lot the 17th Infantry. a rew +bera of the
Charli. R.ynoilids,oout.,61 Indian scouts,'

Un!ted states Engineers, un apta1n Ludlow,e.nd a 101ig train of supply wagon. ,

andwe left Fort Linooln on July t. Accompanying us were Colonel G. A. Forsyth

and Colonel Fred Grant--son of President Grant..-and two geologists,Mr. Winchell

and Mr. George Bird Grinnell.

For the fivst few days out,we had heavy rains.and going so sott that
The 11' her

tlle wagons were almost hub deep in mud. did not really clear unt1l we reaoh-

ed the L.1ttl$ MlsBourl,about the m e or July,and from that time on it WaS

tine. Day by day the expedition moved south across a pl~in covered w1th game,

arld we scoute,some in the lead,others on the flanks of the long train,had all
and 8ometime. Charli. Reynold.,

the ehooting th~t wo wanted. Bloody Kni!. always,rode w1th General Custer,and

at nlght,Reynolda usually camped With us Indian scouts. I had known him tor
~

aevex'al years,~id now the more I saw ot him, the better I liked him. He was
t
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about th1rty years of age, slender but powerfully musoled,and somewhat inclined

to stoop as he walked or rode. He had un~asy eray syes,and a Y$ry light but

pleasant voice. He was often oal:L\3d ftLoneeom. ': Charlie cause h~ Qften went

alone on long trapping trips, and all the trlbef of th12' #pper Mi seo1Jr1 WE"ll

YJlew tha.t he was a man without fear. He rarely spoke, ,;,nct .,,"a.s never known to

speak of his pa.st in the Statesinone krlev1 ';ifher'e .b.e cG'J'ne' from,or If' Reyn,~lds

was his real name. All the same,he was of ~~py dlspo8itlon,~nd generous be­

yond words. I never,in all my long aoquaintance with him)~aw him in ~ jokins

mood but onoe, &.nd that was an eveniI"'..g du.rlngl:.hle ';'Xl""cdl tion, after he hao. been

out for a day with the geologists. S}:8 &king of their work, fa1d; "Th$;" [£,0

along,you know,pick up a l'ock,look a.t it,an.d one say~; tH,3.! A. thou'~d y\i;w,rs .t).~

old? I The other takes it,squints &t it.,a.r...d 8Il,rNera: "Well,me.ybe fift.el1 hundred

years. No 6004.$ and. throws it away .. "

Although I w~lted to go with ~e geologist~,and leanl something about

their work,! never got the chanoe to even get a.cqua.inted with them.. Little d1d

I then think tb.at,3ea.l"'C later,l wae to go on hunting and exploring tripe With

Geol"'ge Bird Grlnnell,into an almost unknown section ot the Rocll:Y Mow1t&.lns,a

reg10n which,in my boyhood wanderings ~1th k~ gr~ldfather Rising Wolf,I had

glimpsed from afar. Nor did I dream that, only two yt-w"ra later,! was t.c t.ake

others of my soldier an.d scout friends and. a.oquQ.il1tanc~s lte.re to meet tll(,lr end

AI3 W~ noart:Jd the Blaclt Hills, in the m.id.dle of tho month, W0 1J~tsan to

aoe ,in our txfnt, slgl1a1 tlr• .t~. scouts of ho~tile Sioux cau1.pS, D,}'- m.eaj;:U"~ of

Which the3 kept thelrpeople informed of our advanoe;wld ~hen,on 8~v.ral 00­

caslorla,w~ Saw a few of the scouts, put never were able to get within ranee of

tilem. At J.a.frt we arrived i.n the li11J.S.>'fho;c\S we found u:road an.a fe;ctile meadowa

Gh'il.ll':leli.$ of the ::;;troatlls. Our offlcer'$ weX':: -'if:fl!J en~hg.~ci,.astiQ about 1t,and in a

Y'oundabout way, We lei\.rned that Genln"a1 Cuati#r, and 1,hl;;' gwologists, wer-e W1':1. t1ng

reports a.bout the ;r'ichness of the country. Arouu.c. ow;' ev&n1xltS campfire, wt.. scou'bi

haG. 80illt,; t.alk aL,out that,and all at)"30d that Bloody Knife was right,when he sajC
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£v:arr:: in here 11kf-' fl1ee nrouna a ca!'caBe, arId th.en thf:cre lifill 'be trou'ble. great

trouble: This 111 Slou.x. ar,(l. Chej?f,mne 8.nd. JI.rapa..l1o count.:ry;1t is ISO wr-itt.eu on
. tr1be.

s. trea.ty pa.per that tht Great I'1Etther t e ohiafs and thE. chiefs of the thr'(:e

signed."

v:e.s one grr.,nd hunting trlp;we 1:iJ.led all the lJ'.lt'falo,.:mtel()pf;.df':er:8,nd elk that

V-ie could use. Goneral Cuatsr and. oth(1r officers al~() dId conaide:rable huntiIl6.

and the Gcneral,always luoky,killer1 a la.rec gllzz1S bear. }'Jl;arll€: ReJ'nolds waS

th~ only one of the scouts 'rbo had an~r reel adventu.re: Genel';:!.}, CUFt.er f.\ent him

from our canp in th.~ heart of the Hl11s .. with dlepatc):;.f;s to Fort Laramle,[md

he had no soone!' left us than he found the oountry eo tfll of 810Wl that he
several time. \ . . .

could travel only by night, and even than came near b~lng :;;all':b.ll.~1UIx kl1.L(,d by

them. Th/ last pa,r,t of his hu.ndred lind tifty mlle rlde was Without wa.ter,his

horse g~e out,ana he walked ~nto Fort Laramie,his lipe and tongue so swollen

from thirs\ that he could not talk. WIlen he rejoined us at Fort Lincoln,soon

after our arrival there in the end of Aue;u.et,he Baid nevel' fA word about the

hardships and dangers he had endured,and .e n~vel' would have learned about it,

h,;;;,d not the COrtll118Jlding offic€r' at Fort Lar8J.tie wl'l·~ten LreneraJ. Custer about it.

Then, when we aGked Clk,z'lie for the story of llis har'd tra.il, tht:; only repl:,,: that

we got 'Nas, uOh, it was thB uzual thing. Nothing worth. ta,lk1ng 'i.bout" n

Excerpt fox & lit.t.le d66:t' a.nfS', B,rft6lope hunt1:r.1&, Ilia in It''lOl''t Lin­

c.oln Wp'"e. as,a.ir. r'lonctonolis erlough to us scouts, and durin€> the f,-3,ll and. winter
~f.~

we hnd b~~ one bit of exclte3ent:tllG capturQ,~ld eecape of Raln-ln-the-!aoe.

!n his :rounds of the <llffeJ'ent Indian agenolee along the river,

to teel thE) pU10C of 1:..11e Sioux tr'11)ea, as ;.t wer-t',BluGdy Kl'l.lfe learned that,at

Stanu.lng Rock lli,Sency,fH}Venty ... 1"'1v€; Yllilef.'. below Fort U1l1on,this Uncape.pa warrior,

Ra1n-in-the-fsce,had b.c:;en bOt;,(itlIlg that he him.self tilld killed. Doctor Honz1ng$r

And Mr. B~)J.1rB.n,thc veterln!try,and tho subtler of the Yellowstone expedition ot

HJ7J. IDltm Ganm"u.l CUfltEH' leurl'ud this,he ~t onoe decided that h.e would have

Rt'.ln ... l:n-the·,fs,cEJ ar.rezted, bruug.b, tJ to Fort Lincoln, and tried for murder. He
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knew that many ot S1tting Bullts host1le Unoapapas had oome 11'1....o the agenoy

to trade their buffalo robes and ~S tor ammun1tion and tobaoco,and that it

would be very diffioult to arrest him without a tight with his many friends.

He ordered Captain Yates,and Captain Thomas Custer--his brother--to go with

their two oompanies of the Seventh Cavalry,to make the arrest,and urged them

to be extremely oautious in all that they did. As none of the command knew

Rain-in-the-tace,and as it was thought best not to have BloolJ Knite accompany

it,as he was becoming too well known as an Army Bcout,an enemy ot the Sioux,

a Ree scout,aaaxafxtkBxR••BJSkunk Head,went in his place to identity the man.

The outtit left Fort Lincoln on a bitter cold day in December,and

two days later arrived at Standing Rook,where they casually let it be known'1h

that their errand was to try to recover some horses that the Sioux were believ­

ed to have stolen in the summer,from certain settlers on the Platte River.

On the tollowing morning,tor a blind,one ot the lieutenants was sent with part

of the command to look tor the stook,but was told to keep o'rcling about among

the herds within sight of the agjnoy. At the same time, the Ree scout, Skunk

Head,reported that he had Just seen Ra!n-in-the-tace,and a number of other men

go into the trader's store. As soon as the detail ot horse hunters rode out

past the store,Captain Custer...,.~•••ve ot his men and the scouj,sauntered in\')

it and tound it tull ot Indians,and the scout,as soon as he could do it without

attracting attention,let Custer know that a certain one ot them, standing at the

counter, was the man wanted. Custer sidled up behind and SUddenly siezed him,

and he was obliged to drop the Winchester oarbine which he had concealed under

his blanket,in order to try to tree himselt. Then two of the troopers siezed

his arms, while the other three and the scout,leveled their weapons at the crowd

and held them at bay. Already a trooper standing outside at a window,had given

Captain Yates a sign agreed upon,and he and a number ot his men came in With a

rush,and betore two minutes hadtassed,Rain-in-the-faoe ,well trussed up and

bound upon a horse, was being hurried trom the agency toward rort Lincoln. At

the same tim.,his friends were hurrying to the different camps to try to organ­

ize a toroe to pursue the s&ldiers and free him. But that they could not do,
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as the most ot the ablebodled men ot the caaps were out on a buttalo hunt.

The command brought hlm safely totthe tort, where he was taken to the guard

house and chalned to a whlte man,a cltlzen,who had been arrested for steallng

Army oats.

On the followlng day,leneral Custer sent for Raln-ln-the-face,and

atter questlonlng hlm a long tlme,he admltted that he had kl11ed the doctor and

the sutler. Then his brother, Iron Horse,came to beg the General to tree him,

and came agaln and plead tor hlm, ani was ~~-~t:Q that the prisoner should have

a fall' trlal. For some reason, the court marSha! was poetponed,and whl1e awalt­

lng It,Raln-in-the-tace had many vlsltors,ecouts,soldiers,oivl1ians,even wlves

of the offlcers,and he Was kept well supplied wlth tolJaoeo. Q$p'~Ou.t,Ol'

Was a trequ':;nt vl.s1tor,and on one of these occasions I interpreted tor him•

.Durlng the talk,the Captaln told Raln-ln-the-tace that he did not think that

there was much hope for h1m;that he would probably be found gUilty,and be

sentenced to dl0. And at that,his eyee blazing wlth anger, the Indian replled:
dle,

"The soldiers wl11 never sloot or hang mel I shall 11ve to see you,you WhO

captured mel"

The Captain and I,ot course, thought those but ldle words, but they

proved to be only too true. 01' all my memorles of that long past time. that
one of the

threat of Raln-ln-the-tace ls most persistent. Was lt glven to him,wl1d man

of the plalns that he was,to read the tuture?

The cltlzen oats stealer to whom Raln-in-the-face was chalned,had

triends,and on a night When a blizzard was raging, they .....ti~le in the 106

Wall 01' the guard house and treed him and the Indian,and someWhere outside,

removed the chaln that bound them together. In tile mornlnC5,all of the S••enth

Cavalry and the Indian scouts were ordered out to hunt tor the esoaped prison­

ers.but nelther of them could be found. It was reported,later,that Raln-in-thA

faoe,desp1te the terrlble weather,never stopped going untll he had crossed the

Canadian line. He remalned there for some tlme,until the searoh tor him at

the Amerlcan Sloux agencee ended,when he came back across the llne to Sittlng

Bull's camp 01' hostlles,in the Powder Rlver--Tongue Rlver country.
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In .874 and 1875,the survey for the Northern Paoifio railroad

was praotically at a standstill,owing to the determined opposition that the

Sioux had made to its extension. leneral Custer's Black Hills expedition had,

as Bloody Knife predioted,still further enraged them,as,tollowing his report

of the richness of that oountry,it was being invaded by prospectore. Sitting

Bull Was oonstantly sending messengers to the Northern Cheyennes, the Arapahoe,

Asslniboines,Yanktonais,and other tribes of the Sioux,urglng them to Join his

hostile Uncapapas in preservlng the last of their bUffalo country trom the

inrOads ot the whites. The Government,on the other had, Was making preparations
in the summer ot 1875,

to subdue them,and as a first step in that direction,Lieutenant 001. J. W. For-

syth,and Lieuttenant 001. Fred D. Grant,on the steamboat Josephin.,to make ",n

examination of the Yellowstone River,with the View to bUilding a strong Army

post someWhere up it,in the heart ot the hostile country. At Fort Butord,three

companies of the Sixth Infantry were taken aboar', and tlB boat ascended the

Yellowstone as far as Pryor's Oreek,a distance at 250 miles by the channel.

Favorable sites tor a tort were noted. No Sioux were met, but near the mouth at

Pryorts Creek,a camp of more than 300 lodges ot Crows,Nez Peroes,and Gros tent-
.....

res Was tound. They deolared that the country in Which Sttting Bull was huntlng

Was their countrY,and that they would gladly assist the White soldiers in driv­

ing them out ot it.

Nothing Was done that year, toward establishing a fo~t On the Yellow­

stone. But in the fall,Sitting Bull's Uncapapas.and the equally hostile Chey­

ennes and Arapahos were notitied that,it they did not return to their aganoles

by the middle of the winter,and remain at them, the White soldiers would make

them do so;lt neooessary,.prive them of their weapons and horses. Their reply

to that W&S,that they were in their own country,peacably liVing upon their but­

tala herde,that they intended to remain there,and that they would not allow a

railroad to be bUilt across theirjuffalo Plain;' At Fort Lincoln,when word

oame from S~ding Rook of the defiance of the hostiles,us scouts got together

for a grand oounoiliand When Bloody Knife stated that,in his op1nlon,wer.ere to

have a big tight,in which many us would be killed,as well as many of the sold­

ier.,we all agreed that he was right.
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from that t1me ~ntil our terrible losing battle on tbe Little Bighorn,in June,

~
every one of~arr1ed upon our vacks,as it were,an ever increas1ng load ot

\
uneasy suspense,of dread of what the future held for us.
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It was from Bloody Knife that ue scouts learned the Government'.

plan to capture the hostile tribee,deprive them ot their weapons and torce

them to return to their several agenoies:Genera1 Crook,with about a thousand

troops,was to advanoe upon them from Fort Fetterman,south on the P1atte;General

Gibbon,at Fort Ellis,in western Montana,was to come down the Yellowstone with

his troops of about six humdred men,and meet General Custer with his command,

at Stanley's Stockade. The three comaands were then to aot in unison to crush

the hostiles.

General Crook's force was first in the field. On Maroh 1 it

left Fort Fetterman,and on the 17th oh,in terribly oold weather,it struok

Crazy Horse's oamp of Sioux on Powder River,and was so badlt worsted that it

had to put baok to Fort Fetterman for reorganization. It was increased to

'\ something like 1,500 men, ino1uding 200 Crow Indians, and a large wagon train,

and ~. May 29,again left for the north. With his oommand,General Gibbon left

Fort Ellis on March 30th.

At Fort Linco1n,we scouts were uneasy:Genera1 Custer had been

ordered to go to Washington,and it was Whispered about that he was in trouble

therejthat he might be dismissed from the Army. We did not want to go against

the hostiles if we were not to go with him. Our hearts were glad When he re­

turned. We felt hurt when we learned that General Terry,not he, was to be the

Chief of the expedition. However,he was still the commanding officer ot the
¥

Seventh Cavalry, still our leader;we hurriedly prepared to tollow him. We were

to leave the morning of the 17th ot May.

On the even~ ot May 16th,Bloody Knite called us scouts togeth­

er in our quarters: "I have Just had a talk with our chiet ,Long Hair," he began

{ "He says that his woman is terrible low of heart,and the women ot the other

offioers. They believe that we are not strong enough to go against the Sioux,

they rear that they will never see their men again. So it is that Long Hair
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say that,when we start,in the morning.we will parade p~st the tort and showing

them that we are many,and strong,qu1et their tear•• We,my 1'rlends.... Indian

scouts,are to lead this paradeitruly a great honor. We are to rlde ahead at
twelve

Long Hair,hlmself' leading hls ..companies ot riders. So it 1s that I Bay ..e

must dress ourselves as well as we can,and ride sltting straight up 1n our

saddles. As we pass IdIg Halr's woman,and the women with her,we wl1l slng our

war song. Those ot you who have drums. take them, beat them. loudly in time With

with the song."
~~~

In the morning,the llne tormed b+W the fort. Flrst us scoute,

then the Seventh Ca.valry.and behind them,two companies of the 17th Intantry,

one ot the Sixth Infantry,and one ot the Twentieth Infantry With tr!ree Gatllng

guns and the long wagon train and pack train. We led otf. As we passed the

quarters of' the scouts,their women,crylng,sanA a sad song ot tarewell,a song

that ohllled us. We reoovered,and passlng the tort and the officers' women.

we sang the Arlckaree war song bravely,ln pertect tlme to the beat of the four

scouts' drums. The wlmen smiled through tileir tears,cheered us,olapped their

hands, and turned to watch the soldiers rldlng behind us, their band playing

General Custer' e favorite war ......... "Garry Owen. It General Custer's wlt.,and hi.
~;<,

s1ster,the wlfe of Lieutenant Calhoun,had their horses read1,and accompanied

ttWd",i;that tlrst day out. We went but a llttle way and camped,and that night the

troops and us seouts were all pal oft,and the next morn1ng,Mr.,iCueter and

Mrs. Calhoun went back to the fort with the paymaster.

We tollowed the route ot our Yellowstone expeditlon of 187}.and as

then,were again in the mldst ot herds of bUffalo and antelope soon atter leavlq

Fort Llncoln. General Ouater agaln had With him hls pack of grayhounds,but

owing to the bad weather,dld not hunt much w1th them. From the start,rain tell

every day,and the golng Was so mUddy that we were four aays enroute to Little

MUddy Creek,only forty-five mlles out. Farther on,after crossing the Llttle

Mlssuori,the weather cleared and we had better going. Nearly every day,General
....

Custer,w1th one of hle compan1es,and and us ecouts,went ahead to look out the

route tor thet~mmand. Charlle Reynolds was With ue,and apo Frank Girard,who
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several new scouta,with whom I was not acquainted. Word had OOIDe to us from

Standing Rock agency,that the hoetile tribes pJ.anned to gather somewhere in

the badlands .aaxik of the Little Missouri,and draw us into a trap that wo~14

tinish us. So, when we neared that stream,Genera1 Ouater,with tour oompanies ot

his cavalry,and some or Us scouts,made a big ride 1n searoh of s1~~s ot them.

We found no teai1 ot Ind1ans new or old, but saw plenty ot game,buffalo,antet­

ope and deer,and in the steep badland breaka,a number of amall bands of biS­

horns. On the following day,Charl1e Reynolds,my brothel' and I took two of our

extra horses for paok animals and went atter the bighorns,and in a short time

killed tive,all fat rams. We returned to the oommand with the most of the meat

~~d two of the heads,all that our horses oould stagger under,~ld Reynolds gave

'eneral Custer one of the heads. I saw him,later in the evening, carefully sk1n­

ning it,and removing the meat and bra1ns,so that it Could be properly mounted.

With him Were Capta1n Tom Custer,and Boston Custer,oivilian forage master and

the youngest ot the Custer family,a mere youth,and their nephew,s. boy named Re~

whom they had allowed to come With the expeqft10n so that he could see some~

thing ot lite on the plains. They were Joking one another and laugh1ng,and I

watohed them for some time, thinking what a happy family ~ey were.

We had not gone tar west ot the Missouri,and were heading tor

Stanley's Stookad.,on the Yellwstone,where we expected to meet Gibbon's command,

the steamboat Fa.r West and troops ot the Sixth Infantry tram 'ort Buford,when
oaused us tcm

scouts came to us with dispatohes trom Gibbon which change. our cours. more to

the west to Powder Rlver,and striking it about twenty m1les above its mouth,

cLomped there several days,while;.eneral TerrY:lrnd severe.l othel'" olf'loers.with

a strong essort,went down to the Yellowstone and met General Gibbon.~_th1.

Powder River oamp,l.fajor RenO,w1th a part of the Seventh Cavalry and some ot the

scouts, went south and west to look tor signs Qf the hastIes,and the rest of

the command moved down to the mouth ot the Powder,aD.d later,on up to the mouth

of Tongue River,whlch we struck on June 16th,the steamboat Far West arr1v1ng ~

there the same day. On the following day,as We learned later,General Crook

and his command again had a terrible fight with Orazy Horse· s band ot SIoux, thJs
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on the head ot the Rosebud River,and again the great war chier tought him so

hard that he had to turn baok to his main camp,send his wounded on to Fort

fetterman,and walt for freSh troops and supplies to oome to him trom that
...
point. Th~ result was that he di4 not strike ~~II'~~tl1 AugU8~.

It Was near night on June t9th,wuen two of the scouts with Reno

(Jame in with word from 111m that he had found it big tra1l ot the ,~stiles e;olns
1f "

west from the Rosebud toward the Blg Horn River,where it was probable they

were now encamped. On receipt of this news, General Tarry sent orders to him to

move down the former river J and on the morn~ng of June 21, the united oommand

went into oamp at the_•••••'f' Rosebud. Across trom. us, on the north side ot

the Yellowstone,was Gibbon's command. The Far west came up with General Terry

and his staff,and the officers had a grand council of War. At the same tim.,

we scout. had a council with some Crow scouts,who,under Lieutenant Bra~l,ot

Gibbon's cjmmand,had also bee out laak1a&x1a~ trying to looate the

camp of th:· hostiles. 0.1 "Ismall tributary ot the Roee.Jd, they had seen a

camp of about two hundred lodges of Sioux,peaceably hunting. Reno had come

upon that same camp ground,aJi found there the dead ashes and coals of ~d:.

hundred lodge tires. The Crows said that they were sure that it was the only

camp of the enemy in the country south of the Yellolurtione. Bloody Knite,Charli.

Reynolds,and another famous White scout, who had recently joined us,Robert's and

my old Fort Butord friend, Frank Girard,all deolared that they were positive

that there were no less than thr~e thousand lodge. ot the difterent Sioux trib.

and th~ Ohey.~es and ArapahoS,not r., south or southwest ot us. To that,the

Crows all laughed,and their leader replied: HThat is your beliet. You are

m1staken. We ha. Been all of that country; there is but that one camp of the

enemy in it."

That the one camp oamp of hos~.~.as the only one in the ooun-
800 or 900

the country,and that it ~bered no more than,at the most.,~ ablebodled war-

r1ors,was also the firm belief of the officera.couno1l1ing on the steamboat,and

General Terry Pl~l.ned the campaign against tll.fSm. accordln.sly. They were belleved

to 'be encamped.l-~ornRivel".ncl;, Yer-J far above its mouth. General Crook
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Michel ~ruyer,a part Sioux ~cout with whom Robert and I had become very friend-

",

1y.



~~~t:fed'~o be already on or near t~; head of the B1ghorn,would be able to

head them off 1fthey attempted to ret;r;'€lat southward. Terry therefore ordered

General Custer to go up th~ Rosebud to th~ Indian trail that Reno had d1scov­

ered,~ld,fol1owlngit we6twardtb~ prepared to attack the oamp on Juno 26,when

he would be supported by I~neral Gibbon t s command. Th.e latter was to at once

move back up iB the north side of the Yellowstone to a po1nt oppos1te the

mouth ot the Bighorn River,and there the Far West would terry 1t a.cross,and

it would maroh up the Bighorn and get in teton with Custer's command.

General Custer with hls~'M••_t'ail'Y, a pack tr"a1n carrying 15

days rations and extra aart.r1dges,hls own scouts,and six Crow scouts under

!.£1ohel Bzi1er. from G1bbon t s comuland,lQtt the;;buth of the Rosebud about noon,

June 22. As we led out across the bottorn, we frig!J.tened several sma.ll bands ot

buffalo that were coming in to drink. My brother and I rode w1th a.."l old tr1enc

of ourst,Frar~ Girard,who had come up with the Six Infa.."ltry from Fort Butord,
and than had been transferred to Custer's command.

as 1ts scout and interpreter, He had brought us messages from our father and

mother,wao were well and contened,except that they were ~1XioU6 abo~t our

safety. Girard was very dark skinned,blbok haired and black eyed. Years bator.

this time,he had bsen captured by Crazy Horse's band of Uncapa,pas.a,nd had livec
and

with them so long that he had acqu1r~~d no little of their ways,liheir religion.

When ••,tt"tmet hlm,he had been in charge of the trading store in Fort Buford,

tllat Was in opposition to our father's old friend,Charles Larpenteur. Now,as

we rode a.long 1n advance of' the cavalrY,he Crafly Horse,who was,he said,a hard

t1ghter,and a.s wise as he 'Was brave.

On this day,Ju...'1e 22,we went but a little ,va:! up t.he Rosebud.and made

an early camp. The next morning,we broke oamp very early and travelll~ all daJ
up through badlands,stopyed for the night a oouple of hours betore sundown. On

tho following d~r,the going was even worse. We scouts rode well in the advance

Dnd widely spread out. We saw no buffalo herds,&ld onls a few scatterir~ antel­

ope,ev1denoe enough that we were not very tar r••m a oamp ot the hostiles. And

then we struck the;;jtra11 of them, the ono tha.t Rono had totL."'1d,several days be­

fore. And what a trail it waa;a. trail allot three hundred yards wide.and deep~

worn by travois and lodgepole ends. We went into camp close to t.he tra11,and
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oooking our supper,we soouts again oouncilled together about the outlook tor

us .. All agreed that not two hundred or four hundred, but at least tifteen hund­

red loflges ot the enemy had Bade that broad 'trail. Said Bloody Knife ~ ltlq1"~e

friends, this trail that we have found proves that ~'ie heard about tlle O~alaJ.la,

KlnneoonJou,Sans Are and Teton Sioux leaVing their agenoies to Join Sitting

Bull and Crazy Horseibut I am sure that this big trail does not aCCowlt for

all that have lett the1r agenoies. There surely are other trails ot the.iand

trails too ot Cheyennes and Arapahos."

tfMany Yanktonais and Assinibolnes have answel'ed 81tting Bull· B oall

for help,and joined him, If said Frank Girard.

"Yes. They too," Bloody Knife oontinued. ttIt is as I told Long Hair:

this gathering of the enemy tribes is too many tor _.. But he will notbelleve

me. He is bound to lead us against them. They are not far away,just over this

ridge,on the one or the other ot the forks of the Bighorn,they are all enoamped

and waiting tor us. 0razy Horse and Sitting Bull are not men-wlthout-sense,they

have their scouts out,and some of them surely have theIr eyes upon us. Well,

tomorrow we are going to have a biS tight,a losing tight. Myself ,I know what

is to happen to me;my sacred helper has siven me warning that X..~~t to see

the set at tomorrow's sun."

Sad words,those .. They went to our hearts, they ohilled U8. I saw

Charlie Reynolds,sitting near me,nod agreement to them,and was chilled again

When he said,so ~w that few heard him: >'1 feel as he does:tomorrow will be the

end for me,too. Anyone who wants my little outfit ot stutt"--polnting, to his

war saok--"can have it right now. He opened it,began passing out tobaooo;a

sewing kIt;several shirts and eo on. Many refused the preeents;those Who ao­

cepted them. did so with evident reluotanoe,handled them as though they were

alive and would bite. We had little appetite for our cottee and hard taok,and

tne meat tllat We were broiling;while we were eating,word Was passed trom mess

to mess to put out the tires. That was qUiokly done,and we lay down and slept

for a time,tllree Or four hours,when we again took up the trail of the hostiles.
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it Waa General Custer's pl~~ to,i! possible,maka a surprise attack upon the

camp of th€~ enemy. Tha cOll'ilnand was to r:3st until about m,ld.."llght. and then a.ga1n

take the tra.il;some of us scouts,llleant1me,wer f" to push on &head e.nd try to

to loaate the camp. Michel 'Sr(ler toll "the Crows, and I told the Re6~8,wllat the

Lieutenant sald, and J31uody Knife, who hadJ...."'1.derstood him, he.d a read::! a!l$war to

it: "We can not s~prlse attack the enemy I They are not cr~:j't~out doubt

their scouts have watcllsd every move that we have made since we lett Fort L1n~

coln," he said.

"Well,Bloody Knlfe,thet is probably true, but we must try to surprise

tmm.mlJ.st Wf) not?"

"Yes. 0' course. ~! .. he replied.

"Very well. We will go out. in three parties :Bruyer,you take two ';)£,'10
tt;l

your Crows and go forward on the

left or the tr'el.l1.w1l.h two of your R€E:s. You Jackson. Roys,and you,Reyuolds,

come with me "l tm trail."

VV"6 ea!dled ou.;", horse~mounteli and strucl out all together. A5 we passec

the mess of the pa¢kers,I got from one of tnem,Willl~ Sellew,a fr1end,two

boxes Qf the He.nrJ r1fle cartr1dges thE.t he was ¢arry1ng tor me. Robert and I

still aarried. CUI' Hr:'nl:'ys,and thought them tar 'better web.-pons than the i'r..rmy
were

Springfield Qarbines of the ca.valry. We lea.rnl116.however,to ha.ve great

respect tor the long barrel Sprinltield rifles that General Ouster and other

Qfficers uf1,sd When hun.ting.

We kept to(5ether for all of a mil . d th(;:n J3r'Yer and the Orows and

Bloody Knife and. thc~ Reas,bran~a off and. left us to tollow the t:r'&1l. It led

u.p o.r the h1gh roug.,"l ridge ';~'11es bat"een the Ros· and the Bighorn

rlvers~and. that is named by thf~ whites, the Bi&'lorn Mountains. To one who knows

th~ Rock.1es, the I'id.3e seems to be ruerely an j~rr'egular line of high buttes.

Of oourse1none of.~ four was acquaintad with this partioular part of ~a coun­

try. w~ thought it likely' that there '~er'iI SOllie good Sl):rings on the ridge,per.

haps the hee.d. of b, small t;rTbut~,.ry of t£l~ 1{ofji7bud or th~ BiGhorn, wnC3re t.he

hosti1 t:8 m1eht hc\ve oh.':tped, so we mv 7ed on 6lowly and cautiously, orten stoppi ll8
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to listen for the barking of camp dogs in answer to the howling of the wolves,

and to look for the red gleam of sparks from some sick one's lodge fire. So

we went on and on through the night,getting no sight nor sound of the enemy,and

at dawn,while we were at a stand, straining our eyes for a far look ahead, the

command overtook us,and Lieutenant Varnum reported to General Custer. Here we

rested for several hours and had some breakfast. While we were eating, several

packers rode sWiftly up through the command to custer, and we soon learned that,

during the march, they had lost a box of hard tack off one of their mule packs,

and going back to look for it,had found some Indians around it, stuffing the

contents into their clothing. None could now doubt C=At in9 that the enemy

had all along kept watch of our movements. With a grim laugh,Charlie Reynolds

said to me:"I knew well enough that they had scouts ahead of us,but I didn't

think that others would be trailing along to pick up our leavings of grub."

Convinced,at last,that the enemy had all along been aware of uur

mov~ments,and that we could not possibly surprise them,General Custer now ord-
,-..)

ered a quick advance,with the scouts in the lead and on the flanks of the com-

mand. We had not gone far,when Bloody Knife and his two Rees were discovered

waiting for us,and they reported that they had been to the other side of the
the day old and

ridge, and there found 1\ heavy trail of more of the enemy, going toward the valley

of the Little Bighorn,the east,and main fork of the Bighorn River.

On we went,over the divide,and soon after passing the summit,we dis­
ing

covered several enemy scouts watchAus from high points ahead. One by one

turned and rode away toward the river as fast as they could go. General
overtook Heynolds,Robert amd<me,

went on ahead with Bloody Knife,ani it was not long until .aeJ met

yer and his two Crows. Thay were excited,and Bruyer said to Custer:"~eneral,

we have discovered the camp, down there on the Little Hornl It is a big onel

Too big for you to tacklel WhY,there are thousands of SiouXoand Cheyennes down

there I "

For a moment the General stared at him,then replied:"I shall attack

them. If you are afraid,Bruyer--"

"I guess I can go wherever you do," Bruyer replied. And at that,the
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Gl~neral turned baok to the command, we fi)llowin.e; him. He had th,,';l bugler sound

gave -lihem his order,':) fer ths at··tac}: upon i~he (la,tip. HonD of the Bcouts had 'been

far in the lead,and th;;;~r allcaIllG in. Rees and Crows and "hlt('~s and Robert and

I, we were a ga.the;'lng of solemr,;. faces. Speak.. int; in Imgllsh,and. the 61t91 languaa;

too,.so th.at all would -.,m.del"st':;'Jld,Bruyer delScrlbf:·d the e~leiilY l:am.p. It lVas~he

said••ll of. thrr:se iIi.l1es lons,and made upo£ hundreds and hundr-eds of lodB~8,

more lodges than ~lf,j had thQugl1t were ownec 1;,)~7 all t,h~-;: tribf:;;!2. ot the plnins.

ii-bove 1t and be-low, and west of it wero thcus<:il1.cls cl,;."ld th?'..ls8,wls of horses that

were'belng close llf;rd·ad. With hls few r1ders,T..ton$nair had d.oc1d,,)Q to e.ttack

. t~he camp, and we were going to hav'es. tet'riblefisht Fu~nhould fd)' t.a,.l;::e aOI.tr'ae;e,

fight hal'd,make our ~very shot a killer. He finished,~ld none apoke. But after

[. m1nu:t-e or two ,Bloody Y..nlfe looked up and signodt.o Stm: ttr shall t1otse-El you

he knew that hia ead was near.that ther..) was no~ $saapl118 it .. I turned and look-

ed tho ot,hel" way. I thought th.atmyend lias near. 1 felt very sad._

Tl1.e off1cers' cowlol1 did not last lorJ.6,ancl whan it ended,Lleutenant
y

Varnum came hurrinci to us i3QQute and sa.id that the ooruma.nd Was 801ng to .1'J.1\

up to make the attac1t on tlUi cH.lnp,and thu.t we ~Iereto go with. Major Reno's
1

Golunu1., down tllo trail of th'c3 hoe-ties, tria,twe had been fo:'l l )wing:f'l'OLl the Rose-

but. iHlile we wore ;r'Goi,nc-hlng ou:,:' saddles, setting oulmol~e oartl"ldges from Our

saddle bags a..~d -.va.+' ea-aka. thoCOllliJla..l1(i at.a;t'ed. Llel..tte:nant V&"m..un kept urging us

/:.0 h,tu'ry,and at last,when '.713 WEn"!; all 1n th··; saddle,he l€-d ua tC,l the tront.As
,

we pasGed H.eno t s cclur:m, I '\'taas.la.d wh.en I saw ·tihat it VI,s'2 l1.8,da up of Captain

French t a Troop I1,L.leut.enan;t Uao!ntosh wi tb. TroopG,and Cap't.£11n lA:o-ylt:....Y} wit.h h1s

(Jli~ about hill. i'4o douilt

us lnt.:> the lead; !:l.Ci

l:.ept 100:1;;'111(.; bac.~ at us t wav1ng his hat t and shoute,;,:: tfThl.l'ty days leave to the

filgl'1 Who tai~€n::: Lh:: !h'st scalp! tt
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We now sa\'1 that GenerE~l Custer,w1th flye troopc.wtlS on om'"

£j40p·O 1--" into ""~J.e'" n""11V~'-" +",,1'1---'~ ,'a ·t·Yl"J·pV'" "". ··vO~_ ,,-,," U,4./~,jJ.;I.'-tIV..L v~ ..~.J.., ;.J..tS ,"' ..... ..• c'..;,tc)

antt on th8 ether sld:-" eof the Little J3ig:rl\rn. fOW1d 1 t pwift &ltd full 0'1

then th.e Ind1.a.na begf).!l firing at us. and we slacked up, a.n,d let our C01Ul:L.'1 overt

takE; us. J1C all tholl ,wnt on.aml pa£:sin.g the tlm'bar'.s£;,vi t.he 6l"'eat carap,<J..'1.d

a horde of l....1dE:U·fi COLl1t~ up fX'QlU it to attack us. We all tu.rn8CL in.to the timber
drY'

'tl:E:.(i,;;,.nd. be,t our 11(J1'l':.:es into an old. t ber and bru.sn chW:ll1.el vf t,t.i.C rive.c'.VI.hieh

of the vallsJ' west :rror.lj;"~~to the

•l'lU ii.L 1;:;to till S s}H:l tal'. cn0 of tl:..e 'baoame

t:::L["t Yifi;.8 ttl,:; 16.f.lt w;: eV0I' saW of him. rathin
and climbed up the bank: fI13m·th..,

"';6 left our L.ors{;s. we had a. 1.1ne of def6H£€: in

ta,
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It Was the intention ot the enemy to charge straight through

~';,.center of our line out from the timber, but when they were within a hundred
.-.-""';-<,;,-: .-,

yards of uS,our fire began to affect them,and by the time they had come within

fifty yards,we had shot so maI1Y of them, that they swune; out and went streaming

past the outer end of our 1ine,lying low upon their horses and firing rapidly_

The dust that iklll their swift charge raised-~the ground was very dry·-almost

choked us;it drifted upon us like a thick fog,and obscured the sun.

While the enemy were coming straight at our line,and Just before they

swerted to flank it,Robert,at my side in the brush, exclaimed "Look1 That one on

the big white horsel ~~i Black Elkl"
Bla.ck Elk,

80 he was. Our enemy of the Round Butte.and Fort Buford. We both fir-

ed at him, ""pparently missing, but just as he with the others Was swer..

ing otf to flank uS,he suddenly pitched head first from his horse,and Robert

shouted to me: "I got him I "

Several hundred of the enemy went thundering past that outer end of

our 1ine,and swinging In,begal attack upon our rear,others were startlng ~o
~ . ~

cut us off from the river,and more and more arrivals from the camp were like a
we weI'S

swarm of bees in front of us;we were belng surrounded, only ....i a few more

than a hundred men against more than five hundred--probab1y a thousand--wel1

armed and brave Indlane,eager to Wipe us out. 1. thOUght that werere about to

meet our end right there, every one of us, when I heard an officer order us in to

our horses" By the time we got to them we were entir~1Y IJurrounded. I he,d aeen

one man of our line kil1ed,and now,as we mounted,anotner ons , r1ght beside me,

fell dea.d out of his saddle. I. 'ad the Ree soouts, but saw Bloody Knife,Rey­

nolds,Girard,and a. negro interpreter from Fort Rice,all gett1ne upon their hor&

es. I saw Major Reno,hat1ess,a handkerchief tied arounfihle head.gett1~~ up on
-i$'

his plunging horse. He had a six shooter in his hand, and waving It,he shouted

something that I couldn't hear,and led SWiftly otr,up out or the depression
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t.r...at 'We
1,"
~.

wax'e
'"'-~-

aftel~ .b.1m,sct

:.n

ar they swarmed in on us and a hand t.J ilanc. fieJ.lt ~'i th t.h.cm ;Je8an.. r sa~

numbers of OUZo mtSn d.I'.#ppln.i;;) l'r'om their- h():(s·.:l':;, Be;,;! b.O:t·S62 i'aJ.liIlg,heard th.eir

mEt tlH;' fate that

lag behind

man on foot at my sid~,oth~ra flri:llg a ahot at u.s as t1uJ3 hurried. on. jit ls.et
a­

one of the passing Indians made a close shot at tho soldier and killed hlm,an4

I'~Y"lQose r-e-ln,Fx'anlc C·irErd ca..'1lC t~P on my l'€:-:t't.w:..dwe rode on a1de

by aide. Ahead,ldxU+tl.l.erE wa£ now a solid body of Indiana 'petween u£ &'nc~ the

.cat.roatl.n.g,har-u pJ.'f,;;l;ised so.ldiel'·~,wlG. G:Lrard shouted. to me:"\\o ce.l1't go thr'ough

t,:leml Let t:J t.\.l;'''.t::. back!"

Indiara~ W(;r'6 f,tl11 <;.,m.lrlL OLi fX'OCl the (It,io.n of ttl.air camp I and
went

wheelecI off tot-he left,End then q\.U),.:,r't€ .. inc; l)~i.ck 1>y,,"ard t.he t,lw.her-,sever·
shot at U8

them JiQJa&d:;·~aliit.~,..:t.~;:a.ll8£;"xu2,but the mf..jvrity BC$;;nerS -to hf},Y\;! ti~it:f\ only
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attract the enemy to our hiding place. Girard replied that we couldn't part

with them,and that,if the enemy should come in toward us,we would ride away,

and they would of course chase us~and leave him safe where he was. But the

Lieutenant did not like that plan:Well,if you will not drive your horses away,

I will leave you," he gruffly said,and went off through the brush.

There was still heavy firing up the river. Out from us in the flat,

we could see more Indians swiftly riding up it to join in the fight:"They are

too many,this is the end of the trail for Reno's column," I sald.

"Yes,and when they wipe his outfit out, they will come after us. Well,

I still have plenty of cartridll_,I will use them as long as I can," he replied
'*

Just then Lieutenant De Rudio came back to us,and with him was Thomas

a'Neil,of Company G,B. man who was always Joking and laughing, 'but sober faced

now as he told us that his horse had been shot under him,and that,among others,

he had seen good brave officer, Lieutenant MacIntosh,killed.right atter Bloody

Knife and Charlie Reynolds had gone down. He could not ,understand how he had

escaped being killed as he came running back into the brush;he had seen six.

other dismounted men killed,and many of the Indians had almost ridden him down,

or shot at him as they hurried on to take part in the tight at the river. He

had killed two of those who attempted to ride him down.

Lieutenant De RUdio asked that we put our horses farther back in the

brush,and then all four look for a hiding place at some little distance from

the animals. We did that,and were soon lying in a small round sandy depression

surrounded by rose brush and buck brush,and about twenty yards from the open

flat,up which a few Indians were still hurrying trom the oamp below. We lay ead

of us tacing a different direction. Li,-tenant De Ridio said to us: "Keep a good

watch. We have only once to die,we must die brave men. But I hope we may yet

get safely out of this."

In Sioux,I asked Girard what he thought about our chance to escape,

and he shortly answered:ttMany of them saw us turn back here."

The sound of the fighting up the river, seemed to be farther and farth

er from us. After we were cut off from the retreat,as we learned afterward,the
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enemy,at least a thousand ot them against Reno's one hundred,drove the troops

down a steep bank into the river and began following them across it. On the

other side Was a very high steep bank,and some of the troops managed to get

up onto it and check the Indians until the remaining triops got up, when they

all went to the top of the main bluffs and there made a standfand were there

Joined by Bentee and his three companies,and then by MacDougal and the

pack train.~~~ went north along the blufts,to try to find General

Custer's column and Join it,but were driven baok to the point tram whioh they

started.

Great numbers of the enemy now went down the tlat in tront ot us,

riding fast,and we heard heavy firing away down the valllY and knew that they

were fighting Custer there. The sun beat down upon us in our sandy depression

and we began to sufter from heat and thirst. Women trom the camp oame up DJIJt

••gaRXatz~ on horseback,on toot,and leading travoi horses,and began carr~

ing off their dead and wounded,and stripping our dead ot their olothing,and &1

slashing their bodies. That was a tough sight. Said O'Neil:tlThat's the way they
I

will out us up it they get us."

"But does it matter what happens to our bodies atter we die! The poiIt

is,we mustn't diel" Girard exclaimed.

As the day wore on,we suttered terribly trom want of water. We seldom

spoke to one anothertJust watohed and suftered. Late in the atternoon,when

we could no longer hear tiring down the valley, De Rudio said 'kk.x1aa that he tho

thOUght it likely that Custer had managed to move up and Join Reno,above us

a couple at miles. Up there, the tiring would die down,and then suddenly become

heavy,as though the Indians were making repeated attacks upon the troops. Time

and time again during the day, women in searoh of the dead, and men riding UpGfi

and down the valley,had passed Within twenty feet of uSi"-e had gone into the

heavy timber and brush where our horses were concealed, and the two animals had

never onae whinnied when they heard their kind thudding up and down the fl"'t
;.,. fj)..1i ~e t w could not' much longer escape the keen eyes of the passe~~.xx

xX1~x t of my=r,dead,prObably,alonC with B 00 ' ife,
xx'2fu~~~~~~ac~~~XPc~~~~XNiWlffii
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Reynolds and others who had done their best to cover the retreat. I thought of

our mother,praying her gods to help us. I would never see her again. I was

terrialy despondent.

With the coming of night I felt better,more hopeful;after all,it was

possible that,inthe darkness,we might make our way to the remains of our col­

umnseveral miles up ~he river and on the bluffs on the opposite side. We de-

cided to make the attempt:Girard and I were to ride our horses,the others were

to wal~ beside us;then,if we were discovered,De Rudio and O'Neil were to drop

flat upon the ground and we were to ride away,and of course draw the enemy af­

ter us. There was no longer any firing on the bluffs above,so we thought it

possible that the troops had been wiped out. If that proved to be so,we intend­

to try to make our way back to the mouth of Powder River,where we had left two

companies of infantry.

We were no sooner out of the brush than we began to pass the

bodies of the men and horses that had been killed along the line of Reno's

retreat. The men had all been stripped of their clothing, and were so bady muti­

lated that, try as I would,I could not force myself to see if my brother was one

of the slain. The moon was up,but it was shining dimly through haze that had

settled in the valley. We had gone perhaps half-way to the river, when we saw

six or eight Indians riding toward us,and Girard and I were starting to draw

them away from our companions, when they swerved off to the west and then went

on down the valley.

Passing more bodies of men and norses,we went to the river and

came to a halt on the edge of a bank dropping straight down to the water. On t~

other side was a very highsteep bank;it did not seem possible thattthe troops

had crossed at this phce. We could not see a narrow buffalo trail on the oppo­

site side,up which,as we later learnad,they had climbed in single file. Close

under us the current was swift and noisless. O'Neil jumped in to ascertain the
n<t.

depth, went in almost to his neck and would have been carried down stream had he
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aiezed some overhanging brush and drawnh1mself to footing closer in. He f111ed

his hat,& very large one-w1th water and passed it up to De Rudio, whi in turn

handed it to me. I drank every drop it oonta1ned and wanted mor.ithe 0001 water

running down my dry burning throat gave me instant relief and streIl6th. After

the had had been filled and passed up again and again,De Rudio got down into

the stream to test 1ts ourrent and depth,and soon agreed with O'Neil that 1t

was too swltt and deep tor us to tord • 'Ne went on up the shore,looking tor a

plaoe to cross. Baok of us,down the valley,tm enemy had built many tires 1n

the open, and were singing, danoing, counting their 99uRI around them. Ahead ot us

was blaok darkness,heavy silence. As we went on our hearts became more and more

heavy;w. teared that,somewhere on tlil bluffs on the opposite side at the river

and aboYe us,all of the troops had been killed. O'Neil said that the few r1ders

we had recently ,were probably the last ot the enemy to leavet.he scene ot

t.heir great. Victory.

We came to a PIlle where the river was rippling and murmurins,as

water does OVer a shallow stony bed,and De Rudio urged that we attempt to ford

11, there. I saw Girard,close beside me,take Jis watoh out--it was a valuable

gold watch· ...hold it alott;a.nd then in SioUX,he murmured: IfOh,powerful one,Day

Maker I And you,people ot ~he depths,th1s I sacr1tice to ,ou. Help us,I pray

you,to sately cross here I " And with that,he tossed out the watch. We heard 11,

splash into the water.

IIWhat were you say1ng- ....what Was that SP1+?U De Rudio asked.

"Take hold ot my horse's tal1,1 w111 lead in," Girard replied. In we

went,slowIy,feeling our way,as 1t were. Nowhere aoross was the water up to our

horses knees I When we reached the other shore I blt my lips hard to keep trom

lau8h1ns: al1 tor nothing had been Girard's sacr1fice to his gods.
i very high grass,

Here on the other shore was thick brush,wll10ws,bullberry and sarvls

berry brush, and sro"fis ot cottonw90d trees. We went quarterlng up thro\l6h it,

be11evlng that we would soon reacltthe toot of the bluffs,and instead ot ~t,
saw .

again came to the river,and on the other side blaok blUffs r1sing to unknown

height. This rattled us unt1l we real1zed that, instead of travel11ng 1n 8. o.)~
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as De Rudio declared was the case,we had in fact crossed an island,and were

now facing the main channel of the river. As no shots had been fired on the

opposite bluffs since nightfall,we now believed that the remnant of Reno's

troops had been killed up there,and after some talk, decided to go up where we

had crossed the river after separating from Custer,and Benteen,and take our

back trail for Powder River. Girard led off up the island,with De Rudio at his

side,and I fmllowed with O'Neil on the left of my horse. We had not gone more

than two hundred yards,when,from a clump of brush not far abead,a deep voiced

deman4ed of us,in Sioux:"Who are you?"

The sudden challenge was a shock to us. I felt as though I had been

struck with a heavy club. I saw De Rudio and O'Neil drmp down into the waist

high grass, heard Girard reply, as he checked up hi s horse: 'fJust us few."

"And where are you going?"

"Oh,out here a way," said Girard calmly,as he turned his horse and

rode back past me, saying: "Comel We must draw them after us."

We rode swiftly down the island for several hundred yards,saw that we

were not pursued,and s)opped,then heard a few shots fired ~p where we had left

De Ru4io and O'Neil,and a moment later,heard the splashing of horses crossing

the west channel of the river,and then the thUdding of their feet as they went

swiftly down the flat toward the enemy camp.

"Those Indians were pickets! Reno's outfit hasn't been Wiped out,it

is still on the bluffs 1I.1I.....ZJlX~JU.BX on tie other slhde," I said.

"Right you are!lI Girard replied.

We knew that our friends had tired the shots,and frightened that group

of pmvkets so badly that they had lett the island. We did not dare to return to

them from fear that we would reveal their hiding place to others ot the enemy;

all up and down the river the brush might be full of them. We were ourselves

in great danger,cr~~ through the brush with our horses,and decided that,il

we were ever to rejoin our troops,we would have to do it on toot. We cached our

Saddles in a patch of high. bullberry brush,marking it by breaking down atew

of the branches,then tied the horses in a heavy growth of willows farther down,
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and lett tie isla."ld and went on up the valley. Below, the Indiana were still

danoing and singing victory songs arlUnd their open tires.

A little way above the head ot the island,we came to a very wide

reach ot the river that looked as though it was tordable,and decided to try it.

As we were taking otf our shoes and socks and trousers,! whispered to Girard:

"If you had your watch now to sacritice it--"

"Itava given it,I have faith th""t we shall cross, tt he answered.
'~

We waded in, each tarrying a stick with which we prodded ahead

tor qUicksand or suddenllrop ot the bottom. In the deepest plaoe the water did

not reach our waists and all the way aoross the bottom was rooky.

side,we ran up intoTItlebrush,put on our olothes,and with rifles cocked and

ready, started to go up onto the blutts. Moving but a tew teet at a time,and si-
began

lently,we went through a narrow,timbered flat,and climbing a steep,brush and

timber slope. We had reached a heighth trom whieh,looking down the valley,we

could see the many danCi. tires ot the enemy, When I'tepped upon a dry stick

that broke with a loud snap,and at that,a Sioux close abo.e us said:"Spotted

Elk,d1d you hear that'"

"Yes. Maybe a deer," came the reply,up otf to our lett.

"I am thirsty;let us go down ~ the river," said another piCket,

t.and at that,Girard and I turned and went leaping down the

slope,and I stumbled and tell over a log and orashed down into a clump of rose­

brush, and lii_l;ae and to my right, still another picket cried out: "What is the

trouble up there?"

"Something running;sounds like a bear," one oft. to my lett 1'e-

plied.

As I sat up,I could no' longer hear Girard,did not know it he

had stopped,oD gone back to the river. There were Sioux below me,abave,probably

others scattered all along the slopes running up to the blufts. The one Who had
said that he was thirsty,
ftzatxap«K&KJnow said,1 recognized the voice: "Anyone going to the river With

me'"
None replied. I heard him go down the slope. Atter a tlme,go ba<;k
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up it. Then all was silent on

me, and though I tought against

-9-
the slope. Lack of sleep,and food had weakened

it,! began to dose as I sat there intpe brush,

surrounded though I was by the enemy. ~yhead would nod,r would lean over ~ore

and more until about to lose my balance,then straighten up with a jerk. After a

time,! realized that I had slept,for I felt refreshed. r opened my eyes and saw I

that day was coming. As Boon as I oould dimly see my surroundings,I realized

that I hadn't sufficient. eover,and getting out m.y sheath knife,I qUietly cu·t,

a number of the rose bushes that I had crushed down When I fell into the patch,

and sat them up all around me. All was still quiet tller·e. on the slope,and down

in the valley. Then in the half-light of the coming day,s. number of shots were

fired below,aoout where we had been ohaller16ed 1n the night,I thousht. This fi~

ing aroused the pickets surrounding me. One of the cI'ied out: "There are liltll1

a few soldlers alive down therel"

"Yes. But th$ e no more than five,maybe elght,and probably those

shots ended them," said another.

tfLet us go down and see it our men got theJll, II on6 to my lett proposed.

"You know that Gall told 1.18 to stay up here witil he comes to make the

big attack," said another.

"Well, anyhow we can go down to our 'horses,and 'be ready to Joln him

When he comes with IllS many," still another proposed.

!IYes. n"Yes II "Let us do that, '1 th: others agreed, and I heard them corn­

ing down on each side of me. I crouohed stll1 lower in my little brush corral.

One of them passed within fifteen teet ot me, the tail ot 1116 war bonnet flutte~

lng behind him. As they went,a few more shots were fired,down in the valley.

I may as well ex.plain right here what was 'l:,aklng place down there:

When Girard ~ld I left De Rudio and otNell,they remained on the ls1an4

In the dim light ot·dawn,they saw a large number of riders going up the valley,

made out that one ot them was wearing buoksk.in olothes,JUUl were sure tha.t they

recognized him,and Rudio shouted: uTom Custer I We.itl tt

The answer to that was forty or fifty shota that struck all around the
,
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two, strangely anJugn,not one or them taking effeot. They ran,dodging this way

and that w&1 around the thicK clumps of brush,and finally,going around a growth

of bullberry brush,cB.me almost. ae;ainst six of the enemy. 'I'hey fir$d at them,De
O'Neil

Rudio his revolver and liXb1: hia carbine,and two fell dvad out. lit i,heiraaCi.dles,

and a third a.s the others went ga.lloPil~ off, unable to check their frightened

horses. Then the tv/v 'turned and ra.n the ottl.cr wa;-i,up "titLe island,and coming to

for them

Because,Just at that tlme,heavy firing broke out on top or ~he bluffs

a little way down the valley f:com me,a.nd the party th.at was searching for them,
da.ylight

hurried to crOS8 the river and join in the attaok upon Reno's position. The

hillsidc pickets who had gone down past me, came hurrying up 0" their horses

and passed on each side of my brush patch &'s theS went on to also get into the

fight. The firing on 'tibe day betore l"lad been terrible, but this was far heavier.

By the sound or it,1 believed that Reno ~~d Custer and Benteen ha.d gotten their

troops together, lL'1d were doing the best th~J.t they could against three thousand
~ .

Sioux and Oheyennes. I did not have the slightest hope that they would last an
hour,so great were the odda aea1nst them. After a time,tha firlr~ slackened,

died out,and I said to myself:"That settles itithe last ones of the troops have
broke out

been killed. fI But 800n the shooting .eo•• aga1n,an.d I knew th;:;tt it wasntt the

end tor them. Tben,as the day wore on,and I knew by the sound of the firir~

that suocessive attacks upon t.he troops worD being repuls€id,I felt t.h6.t they

might hold their posit1on until Gener~erry,w1thGenerel Gibbon and h1s troop

could come to ai" them. This was June 26, the day thl?t tiley wet'a due to arrive

here.

At noon or b, llttle later,!ndians alone,and by t',ros and threes,be&aJl

to pass my hiding plaoe a,s they want down to the river to drlnk,and then be.ck

to renewed attacks upon th~ troops. The log above me, lying orossway on the fly..

steep slope.prevented them riding Bkaaa down oloael¥ either edje of my brush

ps.tQh, and after I had seen se'l'ere.l of them swerve to the r1sI.l.t Or :Ie ft to avoid

the 10g,1 felt fairly safe from discovery. I had not figured on wl1at any ot
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them might do on their we.y up trom the river. It was tb3 middle of the arter-

neon when r discovered ~ Ion"? rider coming Up,auXJU~E~ big heavy men. "n a

small thin pony that he fiercely quirted,and heel ttlImped,and scolded as he

t i A t k it 0 tr iubt ""'" tho ""t"''''T::: sl""pe Heav't~ firin f1' had El..r.is.ln broken,I' au 0 mae . g. a a 0 i. "~l·"'" 0;;' "","'.1 . ". • oJ <;;I ....,

out above,and he wee anxious to join in ttte fresh attack upon the trcops, Fln4-

in~ that the peor animal could not
"'-....' ~

rry him atrEd.ght up,e.nd unwI1J.IflE, to O,1s-

mount and lead it,he turned 1t quartering up to the rI(bt,then to the lett,
~:, '

again to th~ right , and then,when he turned again,he was comIng straight toward

me•. ~ 'Frfked my rifle., crouched as low "s I po••iblf could in IiJ¥ ne.rI'OW. bul11; •

UP~ brush. On he cama,nearer lind nearer, to pass close by the eage oft'"

the little brush ?atch. I sa,w,howevElr,tha,t he was not. l0 r;k.ing at his £lUI'round­

ings,but kept his gaze steadily upon the heiGhts above,snd I h$.d strong hope

that he would not see m.e as he passed. Nor would. he,I bellG've,llad it not been

for the ponl:!'l~nt at the edge ot the brush. the animal eithor got a glimpse of

m.e or s~led me,and snorted and flinohed.staring at me with forward pOinting

eara,and then the m~l,with a gasp of s
,.

me. 1 was too qUiok for hlrn;my bullet Bt~~ck lum fair in the ribe,he threw up

htiiS arms, 81umped heavily to the grOlL"ld. as th:) pony le3.p1Sld. trom 'Li.n.der hl:ro and

went. c.lat,tering down the, slope. I half-rose up louked all around.UJl:x»La:tx no

other riders were In sight, and the firing above was so hee;vy the. t .1 'Was sure

my lone shot he,d not boen heard. Dropping my rifle,I sprang from the 'brush,s1e&

ed the lJ1axlUnder hierm pits,a,no. hQ.lt""'llftl:ng,a.nd dre.g6int; hlm,.ot h1m up t.he

0101J(3 .and then .into t.he brush olose '.JJ1C.OI' my protect.i~ 106. I never cUd under­

stand how I ma.naged. to 6.0 It,~o b.eavy waf! he,an.d $0 we&.\.t waB i. trvl». want ot

tood and water'. He Was pretty well i;onoea.lacl where no la.y, put lout a [(.)1'1 bush

as and scattered them on top him, and. then got back into urJ hidlr~ plaoe;was
and h1s r1fle,

about to crouah in 1t. When I saw his war bon.net, thel'e in tho open Where 11.Eil had
s

tallen. I prang out and got them, thrttst tm rifle lnto the brush,1'011ed 1.4,P the

bonnet and hH1t"l\Hl.t upon .1 t. i;then I finished I was tremb11r*6 With exhaustion,

wet with sweat,Ohoking from w~~t ot water. I had not regained my brea~ When

I saw two more riders comlne up :f'rolu the 1"1vel'. 'rll€i w'ornout pony of thf# man I
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them mlght do on thelr way up from the rlver. It was tb~ mlddle of the after-

noon when I discovered e lone rlder comlnt~ up,b£XJti~ blg heavy men on a

emall thln pony the,t he flercely qulrted,and heel thlmpec1,and scolded as he

t,r1ed to make 1t go stra.lght up the e· tear 81ope. liesV}" firlng ha.d e~aln ox-okex

out above 1 and he WElS anxious to join in th,e fresh atta.ck upon th$ trcop'h FlnA..

ing that the poor animal could not,farry him strtit3.gh.t up,e.nd unwD.J.lng to dis­

mount and lead It,he turned it quartering up to the r1'lt,then to the lett.
1?i,";. I

again to the rlgb,t.and then. When he turned aga,in,he Vias coming etrals)lt toward

me. ~ "rf.'k.ed my :1'11'1e, orouohed as lOll n. r po 'l61blf could 1n ",y narrow. bullt ,

u:p~ brush. On he came,nea.rer emd neftrer, to pass close l)y the edge oft'
fi

the little brush :jatch. r saw,however,tha,t he was not. lOQi\lns at his fJLtl'roWld­

iugs. but kept his ,gaze steadily u.pon the hei8hts above,aJ1d I he,d strong hope

that he would not see me ashe p.assed. Nor would. he, I bell~ve.lll~d it, not been

tor the pon1:rl~ht at t,he edge of the brush,the animal either got a glimpse of

me or $~led mc,and snortod and flinohed.staring at me w1th forward pointing

ears,and then the m~l,with a gasp ot s e,was raising h.is rifle to fire a1;

me. I was too qUiok for hlm;my bullet atru.ok him tail' 1n the ribs.he t.hrew up

hi):e arms, slumped heavily to the ground as th~ pony leaped trom W1o.er h,i~ and

went cla.ttering down the elope. I half-rose up looked all around;~:txno

other riders were in s1ght,and the t1r1ng above was so h.ef4Yy that 1 Waz $\.U'"fi

my lone shot he,d not been heard. Dropp1ng my rifle,I sprang from the Prush,s1ez

ad the manunc'"er hl Erm pits t 8,nd hatt"'lift~1118. and UJ:'£i.g[)ing him,iot t.d.w u.p the

slope ,and then in.to the brush alose Ulld.6r' my protec~J.ng log. I n(;ver did under.

stand how I managed to tio 1t, so heavy W":l..S he,a.nd so weak 1:&1> 1. f:r'ol1il. want or

tood and water'. He Wa,S pr,-stty well concealed. ."here ho lay, 'but I uut So tv'll bUBO

es and scattered them on top hlm,o.nd than got back into m;j hid1r~ place,was
and h1s r1fle,

about to orouch in it, when r gaw his war bonnet .. the.r(~ in tb.o OpG11. whwre 11411 had
s

fallen. r prang out and got them. thrust tm rlfle into the brush,l'olleo. llP the

bonnet and ht1~... eat u.pon i t. '~:rhen :r :finished I was trembllno wIth Eixhaust1on,

wet with sweat,choklng from w~~t of water. I had not regained my brea~ wh$n

I saw two more riders cominG up from the river .. Th.6 wornout pon;y of the man I
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h!ld~kl1led..wae tifty yards below me,hea.d drooping,ears lowered,st11J.. 'br~ !l ng

heavily. The two newcomers rode olose up to It,etop~ed and stared at 1t,and

one said in Slcux,Bnd in signet I know that horse. It is my 01058 friend's

horee. Let Ul!! take it up to him. II

"NO, your friend iF. probably killed We must hurry up there to tight

q:nin n the other repl1ed.. ln siO'ne, ~rnd. in lal"l~u8..;;e strange to xu., Cheyennf$» Iiii,:.,.,. , .' 0 ""'\:.'

thought. And at that, they came straight up to~ard me. I felt sure that now my

end was near. I prepared to shoot at the right one ot them the 1nstant ,hat

they WQ\lld discover me,a.nd lo! they paseed twenty y~rds to my right,with never

a. glanoe a.t my blUsh patch. I fUll:r realized my narrow esca.pe-shad I been two In

minutes longer 1n putting the dead man and hie belon6i1l5$ out ot sight, f;,Jo.al

surely would have had mo.

near my b.l'lne r>laae, the moat of them well to my right. L.ate in the at''ternoon,
below,

I heard a eommot1on XHxt~xxaXx.,~and at some risk ot discovery,I stood up to

see waat it wa.s about:a multitude of people,oountless bands ot horeea,were

going up the Valley. The women and ohildren and old men were moving e~p while

their warriors oontinued the right up on the bluffs. I could heSZ',morc clearly
happy, they were

th~n the tiring 8bove,the sllrill voices ot the women ~E ear~. They were 21ng1na

victory songe.but stl11 the tighting was going on. I could not understand that.

Yfb.ere was victory tor them vthen the f1ght wa.s not end.{;jd, 1 worl'led about 1t.

hOX-fles tn t.lle long broc..d column going ur tOt! val:J.ey. tl 1 had ever seen toge~

know that they will w1pe out the troopa. They aing of' the sure viotory tb.&t

their f1g."b.tera are wlnnlfl,.g."

hea..rt.

I sank ba01 down 1n illy hiding plaoE: w1th heavy

From the.t time, I afJ"Y! no more riders on th.G ~l.o:pe where I la.y. aL"ld when,

at. nightfall, firing above entirely cHa,aed, I dvcldedt:ru.i.t trH~ last ot the tl"'OOPS

had been wiped out,<;md the vlcto.rlou8 1'1arrlore had passed above Ir1e E.l.S they went,

to join their moving camp. Of the three Who <he.d beenwlth me the night betore.
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I believed that De Rudio and O'Neil were dead,and that Girard was probably

already on his way baok to the Yellowstone. I deoided to strike out tor \bjie,

too. It would be useless tor me to out where the troops had made their last

stand;I could not bury the dead,there would be no wounded tor me to aid:Sioux

and Cheyennes never lett any wounded enemies on the field. Well,first I must

have some water. I got up,stretched my numb legs,and started tor the river.
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ThQugh I was qulte sure that there were now no enemies on \he

slope,I went down it very slowly, often stopping to look and llsten. At the

foot of it,1 went out across a narrow strip of brushy bottom ,then a bit of

sandy shore,and was about to kneel and drlnk when, ....~'on my lett-,I heard in

sloux: "Who are you? tt And though I fllnched, I reoognized the voice and oh, WhAt

a feellng of relief came over me as I replied,in Engllshi"Glrardl Dontt shoot 11

We ran to meet oneanother, and shook hands a.s though we had been

parted for years. I told him my experienoes of the day. He sald that he had

found a gaod hiding place in an old driftwood pile overgrown with high rise­

brush,and had run little risk of disoovery,thOugh many of the enemy had ridden

quite near him during the day. He did not belleve that allot our troops had

been killed up on the blutfs,as firing up there,though slight toward tm last,

had kept up until lt was too dark for anyone to shoot with oertainty. I pro­

posed that we eross the river,get our horses it they were still Where we had .

tled them,and then go up where the troops had made their .6and,but he insisted

that we go up from Where we wereiwe could look· for the horses later.

The f16htlng had been to the north of uS,so we went down the valley

a little waY,and found a heavy tral1 that the enemy had used during the d&3,

and followed it up the slope from the river,but soon left it and olimbed in

a more northerly direotion. We went more and more slowly as we neared the top

of the blufts,and at last stopped side by side to look and 11sten,stood there

a long tlme,heard nothing,saw noth1ng but the last of the bare steep rise ot
"'-----.

the bluff above us. At last,Girard whispered to me:"Well,I guess they are all

dead up there."

But just then we heard a strange nolse,.aeed one ano't.her,listened

more lntently,heard it agaln,knew then what lt was:the husky ooughing ~oan of

a horse. uH1,therel" oried Girard.
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And oh,how glad we were when we heard someone close above us,

reply 1n good Amer1oan:ftw~o are you?"

"Girard!" tfJaoksonl ti "Don't shootl" we shouted,and ran to the

top and were met by my brother and a number of men ot Capta1n Benteen's oompa­

ny,am the f1rstth1ng they asked ofcf;~s,ha.d we seen anyth1ng Of tteneral

custer's column?

We br1efly related our exper1ence of the two days,and said that

we were sure that Lieutenant De Rud10 and private O'Neil were dead, I asked

where the Ree scouts were,and Robert replied:"I saw them taking ba.ck tra11

they lay behind them. Time

ba.ok,had all but suoceeded in

ga.in,great numbers of the enemy on horse-
~<-''A oJ>.

t e position. There had been great sut-

fering from want of water,and several men had been killed 1n going to the r1ver

for 1t. All would have been lost had not Benteen,&nd then MoDougal,loined

Reno soon after he made the top of the bluffs. In the worst of the f1ght1ng,

RenQ,13enteen,Frenoh,and all the other offioers had kept going tram .~.to

company,enoourag1ng the men,supply1ng them w1th oartr1dges;that they had not

all been killed was a miracle.

A little way baok from where we sat,men were groaning;we learned that

"'" wounded men Were lying there,and near them,many dead. A later count of

the losses in Reno's battalion was:killed,67;wounded,52.

An hour or so after Girard and I reJolned our column,De Rudio and

O'Neil came up.and reoeived hearty weloome.

It was believed that the Indians would make another att40k upon us,

and we held ourselves ready to meet 1t. Day came at last. We looked down into
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the valley:all of the enemy had gone,taking their lodgeakina and belona1nga,

but leaving their sets of lodgepoles standing_ AWay below the encampment, we

saw a heavy cloud of dust rolling up the valley,and Major Reno sent two men to

see if if they were more Indians,or troops that were coming. A littlef~ater,

""
with their field glasses, Captain 'rench and Lieutenant Varnum made out that

they were troops,and shouted to us the good news. We watched the long oolumn

of them come on, cross the river and go into camp where,two days before, the

enemy had made the sudden and overwhelming assault upon us. Then some of ~e

officers came up to us,General Terry,General Gibbon and others. We were all of

us happ1ly smiling as we watched them ....xupxaai meet our offioers. And then

our smiles froze on our faoes,our hearts felt as though they were lead Within
not far below us,

us,_hen we learned that, they had found General Custer and all of his command,
on the previous day,

dead,stripped and mutilatedJ Then I knew why, the women and old men of the

great oamp had been sing1ng the victory song as they moved up the 1RB valley.

There on the bluffs,we bulled our dead as best we could w1thout prop­

er 1mplements,and killed the many wounded horses. General Terry's men carried

our wounded down to their oamp. Girard and I went down and found our horses

and saddles r1ght where we had left them, and then we helped bury Charlie Re

nolds,Bloody Kn1te,and others ot Reno's troops. We then went down the vallet

a oouple ot .iles,reorossed the r1ver and oame to General Custer's battlefield,

a sight more terrible than I oa.n desoribe. or all the 20j men 1n his command,

he alone was not soalped 01 mutilated. But it wa.s different with the bo4¥ ot

his brother,Captain Tom Custer,it was barely reoognizable. The moment that I

saw it I thought of RI1n~1n-the-faoe'aprophecy in the Fort Linooln guard hou••

more than a year before. I believed that this was his work. It was,as I learned

several years later. Yes,Raln-in-the-ta.ce alone killed Captain Custer,and ~.n

out out his heart!

1!Vh11e some of us were burying the dead, others were making _1. 11t*fr

ters for carry1ng the wounded. Meant1me,word had been sent to the oaptain of

the Far West,on the Yellowstone,to br1ng his boa.t up the Bighorn as far as he

could. We all started down tram the battlefield at sundown, travelling very
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slowly.and made only fifteen miles during the ni6ht.as the wounded men hadfO

be moved with the greatest care, At daybreak,we put them aboard the Far West.

which had come forty miles up the Bighorn ~iver from its Junotion with the

Yellowstone. tor this purpose. We thought the appearanco of the big steamboat

there 1n the badl~Jlds,in a stream that was more a creek than a river,w&a one

of the oddest things that we had ever scent

As aSIn as the wounded were all on board the Far West,it start­

ed for Fort Llncoln,more tlu~n 700 miles distant by channel of the Bighorn,Yel­

lowstone,L~d Missouri,and e~~d arrived there after a run of only 54 hours,and

28 women 1n the fort learned that they were widowe. Our mother had gone dow.n

there from Fort BUford,to try to get news of Robert and me,and she told us

afterward that the griet of theee women, particularly l~e. Custer and Mrs. Cal­

houn,was very affecting to those who witnessed it.

After disposing of our wounded, the commend moved down the B16­

horn to the Yellowstone, and down it to the mouth ot Tongue R1vel'. Where we went,

into camp for the rest that we so muoh needed. From there we moved up to the

mouth of the Rosebud,where steamboats brought up reinforcements, six oompanies
.

of the 22nd Infantry under Col. El11s,and s1x eompan1es\.... 5th Infantry

under General~-then Colonel~-Miles, A few of ~e Ree scouts rejoined us at

th1s plaoe;the majority of them had gone straight down to their reservution

after the b1g fight, where they said that they had had all of scouting life that

they wanted.

Around the evenl)lg oamp fires, the one sUbJeot ot conversation

was now th6 terrible defea.t of the feventh Cavalry, the pride regiment ot the

United States Army- One night, it came to the ears of us scouts, that allot the

officers, with the exception of those who had been with Reno·s troops on July

25,were bl~~~ng Reno tor General Custer's defeat, they malntainins that he,Reno,

had made a cowardly retreatjand that,it he had held the posit1on where he Was

first attacked,he could then have rejoined Custer, and, together, they would have

won the battle. We were all of us pretty angry when we heard this. Baid Girard:
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"If those officers had been with us,they WQuld not now be talking this way •.

And at that,Robert,alw&ys quick tempered. sort of went wild. H~ threw

his tood d all in.to the fire.sprang up a,nd shouted in Ree,so that all

would underatand:tlI S~ going right now to those off1cers and tell them Just

what I think of theml H

"Oh.no j~OU wont! We will not let you get into trouble with them,"

Girard exclaimed. ~\nd at that,he end I sparang up and elezed Rober~and held

him until he promised that he would say nothing to the officers about the

matter.

It was and is the firm belief of us scouts and soldiers who were

Reno that 25th of June, 1876, that the day was. l.oBt by 4leneral o.uster himself.
Bloody KnIfe,Reynofds,and Bruyer,

ThOUgh he was warned by three reliable scout.,aa he well knew they were, that

the enemy far outnumbered hia troops.he would not wait tor General Terry and

General Gibbon to come up;w1d then, when he deCided to attaok the great camp,

he lost all ohance of winning the fight by splitting his command into three

columns,sendlng Benteen to strike the river tar abo~ the camp,Reno to attaok
upper

the t.-r end of the OMP,p,.nd going himself to attaok its lower end. The result

waa that Bentsen never got to the camp,and that,while Cuater was enroute to·

its lower end,Reno W8.S SUddenly attacked by an overwhelming number ot the

enemy,all of 1,000 well armed and desperately brave fighters against his 130

soldiera and scouts,and he could do nothing tbt retreat to the blufts. hven

there he would soon have been defeated had he not been luokily reijforoed by

Benteen, and then l;.y FctcDowel~ the paok train. both ot them trying to fInd
who WaS ic

Custer,already on the d_r'hslve,more than two miles down the valley. And ~her.,

o. course,he ~nd all of his!froops we~e wiped out when,hav1ng orippled Reno

an badly th~t h.e could not move,__ the Whole foroe ot the enemy oonoentra..

ted upon hl~

YeB,th1;>ough hi!!'! own fault,GeneraJ. Custer.rash..ly brave,lost the

battle of the Little Bighorn.

To go back: ~~len we moved to the mouth of the Rosebud,General

lerry ssnttour soldiers of Gibbon's command to oarry dispatches to General
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Orook,a very dangerous undartaklng,as the whole oountry was now infested with

parties of Sioux and Cheyenne sooutS,seut \Jut by their chiefs to watch the

movements of the different bodies of troops. The ~old1ar messengers to~

Crook and his command not tar south ot the head. of the Roaebud,and on their

return, two of Croole' 13 scouts aocompa.n1ed them,.1(11li Oody,or Buffalo Bill as

buokskin olothes ,rakish broadbr1mmed hats ,t~nd wel'f; 1Jott~ or them walkirlS al"'se-

na,ls. Our officers w.ade Jluch of them. They looJ.~ed.. a.t us Indian scouts ill th

aloof eyes , nevel' once spoke to U$. But tha:tt didn't h.u.rt our l"Eielings; Vie rath..

IU' pitll1d thttm:we k.new that they cou.ld not Bi3ibly be lJetter scouts tbb.n we

were.we who had. been born to t,h,ls k1nd of 111:.,:we who w03:'e plain old clothes,
and made no talk about O'§l~· adventure••

The steamboata having now brought up au~"pllea that G·enfl;ll'a.l Terry had

ordex'ed from Fort Buford and For't LincolJl,he moved hie lal"'gely r~iutor'ced QOJU­

mand south to the head of the Rosebud Riv~.n.,.1-/her!:: wo m.et General Crook wi t11

hls troop.. The two commands togethernumbel'sd between 6,000 and 7,~)O men.A

number so large that,remote from a base of supplles,lt could not do effeotive

wo:rlc a.gainst the hostl1es,now split up into a number aI· bands t14at ,~.90uld move
-'$

trom one place to another much taster than the soldiers could follow. After

some ineffective search for camps of the enemy",tuG two commands moved northeast

aCross Tongue River to the mouth of POWder Hivel' I and rrta there \.tenoral Cl~ook

left with his comm.and for the Blac.k lUlls fJou.ntry, towa,r'd wh1eh. aev&ral Cahlpa ot

the anemy were mOVing. As he had no Sioux intEii~tet" d friend G1rar'cl

went with him in ~lat capacity.and one of his Iridian 6couts.~edlQlne .F1y,&

mleyenne,remalnod With us.

From the day l/hen lila first IIlet,on the head 01' the Hosebud,Medlclne Fl3

and I beoame inseparable friends. He Wus a youth of my om age,and,I think,the

finest type of the Indian tha.t I have ever seen. Ii;; was of a~e height, sleno.

or wiry figure,facQ of perfact,kindly teatures , and his hair,in two braids oes1~

his short oOtl,lplocks,huag almost to his heols. He ha.d o6oome an Arm) soout not

from er..m.lty of hi.s people, but because a6 a soout,he h()pedt:,o 00 ",l.Jlilit to induce

th€'J:l1 to cease their hopeless warfare ae.>a1nstthe Whites.
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WIlen general Crook started with his troops for the Black Hills,

General Terry orossed his command to the north stde of the Yellvwstone,and

set out to locate 51ttlng Bu.ll' e camp of hostiles, \,hich WE:\.!3 said to be huntln6

buffalo somewhere between that rl'Ter tind the llIaseourl.

Big Dry badlands, and then east, tr-a-vel1 1ne;. cay after d.6.::;-

herd.s of buffalo. put f1nding no Indiana nor a:ny slgns of

~ent north to the

the midst of great

;a,nd satisfied,at

last, that ther'0 were nene in tha.t part of tho country, -:ve turnei oouth und

struck tho Yellowstone at th.;;:; mouth of Glend1vo CreDle, at which point the steam-

boats,owing to the now low water in tIle Yellowstone,had ~~lo~ded our supplies.

As Winter was now not far Qrr,and tllere were not eno~h $upplles to be had for

the whole oOlnmand,General Terry aent the Seventh Cavalry--all that was lett of

It--to Fort Llncoln,ordered General Gibbon to return to Fort Ellls.~~d then he

went down the river with other troops ot the cOillmand,18avir~General Miles with

his regiment or the Fifth Infantry,a.nd six comp&i.l1es of the Twenty-second In·

tantry,under Col. otls,to oomplete the fort a.t th<;; mouth of Ton13ue River,and to

hunt and oapt"ure the soattered bands ot Sioux,lf poaslble. All of uS S$ven~

Cavalry ,~outs,1J1Ul Br~ar,ot Glbbon t s command,and M6dioine Fly,or Crook's
c' of the season

oOffim&lld,were transferred to General Miles' oommand. The last steamboat to ar-

rlva 3.t Glendive camp, brought two com.panies of the Seventeenth Infantry to help

in the construction cf tha new post,3,nd arter that tho river becam~; so low that

further supplies for us were unleaded at Fort Buford.

Not long after the de:;arture of th.~ l,:uJt stea.n:.boat,Gener8,1 M.1168 sent

Medicine Fly and me +h dispatches to Fort Butord.f~cm the mouth of Tongue

River,a dlstanc~ of about 150 miles. Although our route was believed to De f~

or the hostiles, We took no chanoes that wo could aVOid, and travellll18 at night,

arrived at the fort tho morning of the firth day out,havine seen no signs of

thf;l enemy. There, while resting our horses, and waJ:ting fol" the al1tnrers to the

dls]Jatohes, '*8 put in some of 'our time in, the trader's stol"'e. Our pockets were

Be:8n f'JT' a long time. Medicine Fly had neve):" worn ,ar..ything but moccasins. but nOlI

a pa1r of hOt;~vV' boots With red leather" t.op· ... c"'ptl"tTate·d 'nl'"w g Q Y g eye, and he bought
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and put them on,and then stumped about in them as thOugh hie legs had gone

etiffwith rheumatism. Dressed in Indian costume, wide flap leggins,preech..

clout,red shirt and gaudy blanket,long 'braided hair 1.t.ar.l.61118 down hiS back,he

Vlaij a. funny sight in those red topped boots.

"They hurt; your feet,>! I sa:ld to him.

t!.:Les. 1I

urgod.

fiNo. As :r am now a soldier>, I .uust we<1X' aoldiortllings, even ift..aey

do hurt rue. JlAnd anyhow,they iU"3 so oeautit'ul,sc vex's pea:u.t.i:ful,t.I.le red leat.har

agiinst the blaok, that I love to wear them, keep lool\.i.ng all them, II .he l'ep1.1ed.

And then, on our laat. afternoo:n a.t tIle :fort aJ:ld in the stoore, a. sold.1er

bOU~lt a large accordeon,and played several lively tWlec with it. ~edicine Fly

stared at the player,listened entranced,ana twrnlr~ apout,signed to ~y father,

olerking belllnd th.e cowlt.er: nI want one of thjse opens-alld-Shulls sing~r;..low

muoh wenty pieoes you say. GoocH II And pu.tting down a gold pleoe,he took th.e

Upon our way too Fort Butord,our horses had beoome somewhat :footsore,

aecordfj)n and ca:cried it out to put into his Wt:il'" sack.

Tbat evening we were fel'ried back aoross the .river, and sadd.1lng u.p,

we took our trail for the mouth of Tongue Rlver. At daybreak,tw watered oW"

horses in the Yellowstone,ma.de camp i1'1 a. small g;r·ove,a.n..d lla.d bl'~akfaet. Then,

when Medicine Fly took the morning watoh,and 1 lay down to rest,ue 6 out

his aocordeon and made such discords Wi~l it tha~ my toetil went all on edge,eAd

all of the birds in tlw grove fled from it on&wift wir~s. However,he wac so

pli.~ a.sed 'With hie perrox'manee that I hadn't the heart to stop him.,and he kept "'_
i1V

IP tor all of an hour,and then a.t frequent intervals durl1lg his watch.
iJ

't;

'il

and now on our way baok ,on the tllird ni&lt,they were so orippled that we had

trouble in making them go at all. SO,when we stf>ped at dawn,we rema.ined. in thEii

QaIljl ....'0 daya and t.wo nil:lht a, to 1:11Ve the.. a 1:1ood reat , !Uld then,~a .e had aeen

no signs whate"V'e:t~ of t.he stiles,and believed that therl:: Were none of them 1n

tllat pa.r-' of the country, we" travelled by day instead of night. So going, we
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tock the trail very e~?ly one mornir~.expectlng to camp that ni~~t with 001.

El11s' troops at the mouth of Glendive Cr~ek. DuL our hor~es~al~ ~ so

lost

hor~HHl were tOG W01'n to go farther. watered them 1n the river,plck.eted

put ()ut:. the fire, but :Nled.lclnc Fly objected to 1t,8ayi~ that 'iva W-i're in no

constantly scoutlng;nnd the fire Was ver:i pleaSCl.llt 1~1 thE; chill evenlng,and

he wanted to sit by it for a time. I said nQ more, but when ha got out his ac-

harsh Ci1 scor'd£; with it, I took up my blaru:.:eta, went a

Ilttle ?lay from him and lay down tL'1.der til. clump of wl11cw~. 'tot tb.at dlutanca,

tho noise Was mor0 bearable. I beGun to doze.~id was almost asleep when I heard
wr1thing

a. 8hot,~ shrill cry,Hnd springiuc; up.tia·~ my friend D1~~ upon tlu: GI'our.;.d.

As I r.?n to him ho cried to me; nr am shotl" I lifted h1m.,raJ.l with r.dm t.o the

wl1J,ow8 WhEn-lEi r ha.d lr;,1h,expectir:g. thr,t every step I :c:.u~.dB would De my last,but

not anoth{'1r shot Wt1S fi.l'$d, nor did I get t)"len a gliupso of an e.nemy" I le-..ld my

fr1.end down. He gr'oan,jd tEiy·rlbJf as I axa.'ninec1 him and found. that he WS,i3 shot
w

through thn abfJ.omen 8.n-;;·'. probe,bly b.. lddney. Bet-sen hls C;roans he mar.t.a.e.ed to say

to me: "Only one shott HoniEt f1rt.:iQ. at you when you came to me! 1low s;t;;.ra,t"1.ge III

I ran out to the little flre,my eyes so m1sty tr~t I could barely aee

its now taintly flickering tlame,and as I went,I expeoted at every step to

feel a bullet plunk into me. I found our two quart coffce pot,ran to the river

and washed it and filled it with w~ter,and then baok to my dying ohum,and never

a shot was ill'ad at. me. Arid never did I see a man drink so thirstily a.nd so

much as he;! held the pot to his lips and he nearly drained it. I hurr1ed to
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the rlv€:r and refill", i't,3n he

-1 -
al1k of' t t: ir<·tl1y again a.nd 8 ain until

he ecamG del~' r"lous. arid at midnight d edt died. in my aI-m~, and I la' d h' town

.... -en oovered
t "

a.nger, stood up and shouted in S OUX: ttyou dog."face Y..i~.lor of my fr', 'end, whoever
"t;

you are,come out.tr

...!'a.... 121 Ii

ill cl aIle!'! ... e..., •

r r1y. 4~e moo~ h'd com up,I COll d ee

"bot..l a1xuXti 10. ". :.:. _~ll d U,J end rGGt ng.

and rid'~ on to Cam) G·lendi va \Jit.h t~ .e disp~t ... el:t t -at I .ca,' :'ied, when I 3uddcmly

r ~a.lized that,a cerrie:;. "'f tloae 1mpoz·tant papers," l~.d 11 riBilt t .X> Be my...

self ,as I had b en doing. I lc...d ...,en ert"".'?.l enough,shou'cing to he ene y t,_· c,ome

into the open an ",:lgllt e. I oked down at 'v bti"' _ f I of r'

the short time t at

rot e1". and t ~. Ianocl:t;;u <:,.C2: lnto tIlt... t.i... er and ~ -..ded p t..1.I. .... va.l 6J.

Day was brea.king w').en I a'r! ed at c~ p G.. 8 dive",,~a.nd a cr:allen 'ed

by a sentry. • h s tel ,. by,LieutenCl>u't as
".,~

he'xd me talk nG tc the Qent-

ry,and hurrying out,as~ed \.1 t wa th- trouble. I t 1, hlFo hory I p?-d ~ost my

to be pott d like "(,'. atl 'i" '11, 'MJ Illl do our be t

"el10,
f;
~

lspatch c~lrier,Medi 'ine

'01 , 'll&.t 16 aci! II .~e () clc:.1moc. "Such n~~e,brave 'out' he w·el And

pot the potter!"

I 'ent "Hit.) hin t thi; co', 'an 11.3 offlc.r,Co1 onel El_1s,end r ~e8.ted

relieved me of my dis atohes and
all t~lat 1 h.ad s id.o.nd .he or ~"r0'd me to t>-\1l1dG I,leutl:;:nc. t rlz,.sey and company

of 'tiunte{;. mo' to t:il place wher ;,'[edi ina Fly had 1.Ie .• killed. ,f€:) rrlved t ell

at nine 0 t clock .. ~{ t ,0 hOl' EJ v r(~ s'till'X'az' n - wl ""':t'';; t.t"l.1cLle Fly and r

ad pi i>:eted I.. e ,"l ..d. ~-e r 'eted ~ lolL' -; 01L'1ts .lith pie, ce. whinn s. I lfted

yj' az' it m hiD 1£J1 S, it.. the n:.oriing

of t~e enemy wb:

c':'rcl'-'d thea.... it,o. ' \;

th8 sli&ht~st truv



we don't 1;:r:8w it

::: last lone rest. otten, ·t.hore-

after, '\l16 talked l\bout 111 s paM~:tne; \-rCn,d.61'ed and wondere'd v~b.y I aofta;:' ahoG'ti11O 111m.,
and weapons.

the eneIuy hACl not, ahot me,Hnd ;but taken QU);' horSet3. It w""s all a myfftery that

'Wi: ne.....e:~ fathomed.

J.\fJ .my <Uf-Jpachea hud been t'oz''',ardod to,;jcners.l 1i.i11ea.at, Xongue

little later.scoutn

of hoetllns, 'bellev(.)(1 to be [Jl·t tine BIll 'a camp, were Ulovl.r'-6 nOl'till t.Oii4U'Q th~ YeJ:.

lol'1s1tone,anc.,.eneral lLl1ef: sent 1"04' me,fUld told me to aelect three of thE! Ind!&'

saouts,nnd repo:ct to Gol. til11tt,at Gls:ndlvc Camp,and remain with him until tv-
.

ther order("i:d. W€, l':JJJ.f«l out OL t..h{:: fol10wlr-G mornlIl8,rld,Lnd> t.he be"t, hO:,('IH;)$

thut we h3.d. WJ'ifm hE> h;Hl Gone a cour:le of' miloa on the t;ctdl,one of the Reea,

!i€(\,r PIU!H~,<)t3tlled. ~. halt and ~3ald to UaJ!lF';ciendatlalilt~he;ht,mydream. W.;".$ bad.I

believe that, fJ01:1 hhGad, W0 [i;C0 to hl:;,VtZI trouble. 'f

"""1tEHl the Sl"Ju)~ IT,ove, t,he,y always !lave plenty oj;" saout.s in the lead,'1

entd another.

AS the day wore on, I hal

rn-eet the cnmny.
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{

On the tirst night out trom Tongue River Camp,we rested at Red

Oreek. We had seen no Indians during the day,and the night passed quietly,

exoept that we were twice almost over run by herds ot butfalo travelling north

We suspicioned that they had been been cbased during the day,by hunters trom

the northward movIng oamp 01' Siowe.

We lett Red Oreek at dayn,intendlng by hard riding,to arrIve

at GlendIve Oamp by sundown,at the latest. At Intervals dArIng the day, we saw

more herds of buffalo goIng north, but saw no Indians,nor any siens 01' them

untll,toward evening, the smoke 01' several signal tIres rose in thin black 001-
the south eide,

umne trom the blutfs on the opposIte slde,ot the Yellowstone.· We were then

nearIng SprIng Creek,about 15 mIles trom Glendive OaD1p,but,when we disoovered

the smoke 01' the signal tires,we hesItated about tollowing the tral1 down lnto

it,tor we believed that,it the sjouts 01' the hostiles were laying tor us, they
,e,i

were olose ahead,there in the narrow and deep out that the creek had worn ln

the plaIn. We came to a halt about '00 yards trom the cut,and I got out my

field glass,looked at the signal smokes on the opposIte blutt.,but could not

see the tlres trom whloh they rose. I then looked at the traIl ahead,and Just

Where it broke down into the out,and olose to the lett ot it,I saw someth1ng

make a slight movement in the gray sagebrush,and looking oloser,made out that

it was the war bonneted head ot an Indian who was watohing us: nOne Sioux is

there in the edge ot the out,and there are probably more," I said,as I thrust

the glas8 back lntu its oase.

"Ha J Let us back trail as fast as we oan go J tf Bear PluDuit proposed.

"No' We will make tor the timber down there,'!I~.ald,pointing to a

grove a mile away.on the bank ot the Yellowstone.

tfYesl"~sl" the others cried,and away we we~.~d had not gonee ;"'J]'

thirty yar4. when,looking baok,_e saw fifteen or twent~~me up out ot the JUt,
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hot after us. They did not fire,nor dld we as we quirted our horses and kept

. them going as fast as they oould run. We orossed the level tableland,flew down

the'''' bru.sb.y slope to the river bottom and on t,oward the grove,and slowly

but surely lett our pursuers fart_er and tarJWher behind. Then, when we were abo

about a hundred yards trom the t1mber,they began tirlng a.t WJ,and a llttle

later,one ot their bUllets struck one ot our number,s. young man n~ed Wh1~e

Antelop.,and he tell trom his horse,crylng out to us:"They have holed mel Helpr

At that,we checked up our horses and swung back,and while I opened tlre at the
lett their horses

enemy, Bear Plume and the other Ree dismounted, and siezing the wounded man, ran

wlth hlm tor the shelter ot the timber. One ot my shots brought 40wn a horae,

and another one stru.ck a rider and sent him tumbllng baokward to the ground,

but the others kept coming and shootlng,and I Wheeled m:y animal about,and over­

taklng my oompanions as they were ~mtering the grove. I sprang ott and let my i

amimal go,and helped carry the wounded one on into some thiok wllloW8. There w,

luokily had a straight outbank ot the river to protect our rear. However,none

ot the enemy attempted to oome in there atter us,where we would have every ad­

vantage or the.. The brush was so thiok and high in front of us that we could

not see what they were doing;we believed that they would wait until dark,and

then try to sneak in on us.

Our wounded man was biting his lips,suppresslng his groans. I knelt

to examine him and he whispered to me:"No use to do that,I am going." I pulled

down his right leggin,tound that he had been shot in the groln and was bleeding

to death. Though I telt sure that I could not stop the flow ot blood,I started

to take ott my shirt and use strips of it to bind the WOUld, but betore I could

get it oftthe . said to us,"My friends,I go." And then he tried to sing someth1~

his breath gave out and he was gone.

"Hal ya! White Antelope,our go4d friend,our generouS,our brave frienq

but a little time ago,back there on the trail,slnging so happily I His songs are

torever endedl"Eear Plume exclaimed.

"Hai ya!" "Hai ya!" we echoed.

Night came. We sat in a row,rifles cocked. listening,watching for the
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approaoh ot the enemy. We had seen none of them sinoe entering the wl110ws,

and sinoe sunset heard none. Time passed. Now and then we whispered to one

another our thoughts, our conjeotures. One said that he believed we would soon

hea.r the enemy sneaking toward us. Adlther one thOUght that they would oome

noisleesly in,and attaok When they could see to shoot. Then,some time atter

miblght,we heard shooting down the river,IPparently several miles away,and. we

all agreed that that meant but one th1ng:the enemy Were attackIng a wagon t;ra111

enroute from Glendive Oamp to Tongue River Oamp. It was not heavy t1ring,It 8000

died out,and that meant that the atta.ok had been rel11se4,and the t.rain would

oome on in the mornIng. We believed,too,that the riders who had ohased us,had

mad.e the attack on the train, had anyhow taken part in it,and that We Were tree

to leave the grov.. We soon decided Just what we would dOlwa sneaked quIetly

down below the cutbank to a sloping shore,had a good long drink ot water,and
north

then nolalessly went to the edge ot the grove\and stood there a long time,look-

ing and listening for the enemy. All was quiet out 1n the sagebrush bottom,and
an uneasy

as we could not hear even the stamp of the feet of a horse,we felt qUite sure

that the enemy had left us to attaok t.he wagon train,and ....II.I,.urned. HoW­

ever,we did not intend to take any chances that we could avoid;we got down UpOI

hands and knees and started creeping out through the sagebrush. Luck1ly,I had ~

pair of heavy leather gloves,and I put them on and took the lead,and feeling

my waY,Was able to avoid the beds of oactus that grew here and there 1n the

brush. So going, and pausing orten to rest and watch and listen,we went out. int<

the bottom until the grove was just a dim dark blur behind ue,and then, fUlly

satisfied that,if the enemy were still surrounding the grove,we had cut t~ua)

their line,we got upon our feet and orossing the bottom,climbed the slope up 1',<

the edge of the pla1n.and stopped in a heavy growth of sa.rvis berry brush and

rose brush at the head of a shallow coulie. We were there only a tew hundred

yards ,rom the wagon tra1l,and not a mile from where it crossed the narrow cut

of Spring Oreek. BelieVing that there were many Indians between us and the

wagon train,we did not 4are attempt to go to it,and deoided to remain r1ght WhE

where we were until 1',116 train should oross Spring Creek and come out opposite
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us, when we oould easily Join it.

We were right in our belief that the enemy were between Us and the ··w

wagon train. Day oame,and Just as the sun was rising,we sa.w fitty or sixty of

them OODle out of the timber lining the lower end of Spring Creek,and;-' UP.

the the lellowstone bottom a little way. There they halted,and with my glasses,

I oould see several of them pointing to the little grove into whioh we had been

driven the evening before, I thought that they Were planning to make an attack

upon it,when they suddenly turned about and oame up onto the plain midWay be·

tween us and 6pringCreek,rode out to the wagon trail,turned east upon it,and

dismounted when about a hundred yards from the breakS of the creek. Two of

their number then went on afoot to the edge of the breaks, where the wa&. traU

went down into the cut,and there they flattened out in the brush to watoh for

the train .. The others,allowlngtheir horses to graze,g",thered in several small

circles and smoked and talked. They were all of them dressed in their beautlful

war olothes,and had on thelr war bonnets.

Now thi',as I learned a llttle later,ls what had happened to Colonel

Otls. oommand at Gljnd1ve Camp; A few days betore Generul jUles ordered us to
t

%!~~t there,Ool. Otis had stared a wagon train tor Tongue River Camp,with an

esoort of four oompanies of Infantry,under Captain Miner,and the first day out,

it had been attacked by a large bodl of Sioux,and lost so many mules,that it

had been obliged to return to the camp. Oolonel Otis then reoX'gUdzed the traSn
esooX'ted it with five oompanies of

and himself alaa~.1Skxtl Infantry-·about 200 men,inoluding my brotheX'

as his soout. Making an early start,they travelled all day without seeill6 any

of the hostiles,and oamped faz~x1n a bottom of the Yellowstone,about

two miles below the mouth ot~lring Creek. There,about m.idn18ht,a emall party t:I

the hostiles attempted to stampede their animals, but were driven oft Without

any loss to the train and its esoort. That was the ocoasion of the slPotlng thst
>/

we three, cached in the grove with our dead companion,had heard.

At a little after sunrise of this day,the train started on,and as it

\ was coming down into Spring Creek, Colonel Otis sent my brother and one ot the

soldiers to scout ahead, and warn him it they Should get sight of the enemy. Th.,
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orossed the ereek,and started up the west slope 01' the out, and at about that

t1me,we three saw the two S10ux sooUt8 enaak baok trom it a little way,and

8ign to their party to come on. A tew minutes later,all of them mo~~ted,thel

went with a rush down lnto the out and out 01' our a1$ht,and heavy tirlfl$ began

They all at first, concentrated their fire upon Robert and the 801dier,but~j~Y

though many 01' the bUllets made holes in their cloth1ng,and one 1n the top ot

Robel\'s hat,they were neither 01' them wounded. It surely was a olose o~ll tor

them,a miraole as th" sa.ying is, that th.ey were not killed there on the s.ope.

As soon as the enemy appeared on the slope, Colonel Ot1s sent a part

of hie men forward and they drove them back,and we saw them oome up out ot 1ihe

cut and go north and out of sight in the rolling bills. A few m1nutes later,

some at the Int'antry oame 1n sight on the trail out dUluix fro:, the creek,

then the lead .agO~ appeared,and leaving our hiding place,we ran torward,mak­

ing the peace sign,shouting our names,and were met by my brother and several

ot' the sold1ers,and later by Colonel ot1s,to whQm I briefly related our a.x."
~ experienoe with the enemy. He at onoe told oft a tew men to go with me to

the grove and bury White ~lope,and we soon did that and rejoined the comman
surroUnded with the Intantry, '

As the train,now moved one.ver the level plain, the party ot

Sioux that had attaoked it,oame out along our north tlank,and trom the Yellow­

stone,oppos1te the mouth of ofJ.n OAe"k,many more oame h~'" to worry our

tront,lett flank and rear,and we ocoasionally exchanged shots with them, but no
done

damage was'" to either side. We were nearing the breaks ot Clear Ore.k,and

there,we well knew,we were to have trOUble. Signal tires were now burning here

and there on the opposite aide ot the Yellowstone,and ahead or us and behind,

and we could see more and more Indians rid1ng toward the Clear Creek crossill&.

As we ne~red it, Col. otis ordered Robert and me,and my Ree oompanions,to

Join the two companies ot Intantry torm1ng the lett side 01' the advanoe guard.

The trail went do\v.u a long coulie into the oreek bottom, and When we en~er.d it

several hundred Indians gathered on the blfrts on our lett and began fir1ng

down upon the train.. We charged up at th~' as tast as we could runJ~.er111&

their fire,and yelling so lOUdly that we all but killed the sound ot their war
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songs. We drove them out on the plaln to a low rldge,woundlng or killlng flve,

who were taken up and carried on by thelr companions. ~h11e we were doing this,

others of the Infantry drove baok more of the hostiles who had gathered on the

blUffs on the west 81de ot the oreek. so protected,the wagon train came down

to it,and When all the animals had been watered,it moved on up onto the plain

and went on, surrounded by the troops, and they in turn surrounded by an ever

increas1ng number of the enemy,who became more and more persistent as we ad­

vanoed. They repeatedly tired the prairie in our tront,and tben in t.he thick

smoke tried time and again to over ride us,and break up our olose formation by

stampeding our wo~k animals. But every time we drove them ott with some 108S

of their numbers. Late in the afternoon,we made camp on the high,dry plain,and

'ook aocount of ourselves. Not Qne of the troops had been killed,and bu.t four

wounded, had,on the other hand,wounded and killed not less than twenty-tive
evening

ofi;the enemy. As~ oame on, they went otf south to the X'ellowstolle,and We

passed a qUiet ntlht. Early in the morning, when we started on, they came out

from the ;r'iver and again surrounded us, 'but kept out of ra.nge of our bullets.

We had not gone more t}~ a mIle, when a lone rider approached us,making the

peace sign,and when at a. distanoe of about 300 yards,he dismounted, .tuck a sticls:

in the ground, and pointIng to it again and a.e,a1n,got baok upon his horse and

rodE back the way he had oom.. We could see that, something wh1te was atta4ed

to the atiok,and Colonel Otis told my brother, Who was mounted,to brIng it In.

It proved to be a letter from 8itting Bull,and we wondered and wondered Who

had WrItten it tor hlm;lt did not seem possible that there was anyone in his

camp who eould read and write,and yet, there was the letter,whioh stated,as I

remember.

"\That are you doing on this trail,soaring all my 'buffalo away. I want

to hunt here. I want you to turn baok,and 1t you dont I w111 tight you. ~..

a.11 the food that you. ka.ve,and some powder. Answer my letter right away.

Your fr1end,
Sitting Bull.

When 001. Otis read that to his otfioers,they grimly laughed,and one

ot them Said:"A whl te man· wrote that, the blank bl<:mk renegade! How I would 11ke
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to meeth!mt"

colonll otis s&1d:"I will write no answer to 1t!" Than sald to my

brother: "Robert, you rlde out and say to any ot the Sioux who wl11 meet you,

that I am going on to Tongue River,snd wl11 be glad to tlght sitt1ng Bull and

all hi s trlbe, at any time. ,t

,;trom a. citizen teamster, wno was one of the nlght­

herders, and rode out With my brother. We advanced making the peace slgn,and

at tlve or six hundred yards trom the traln,were lIlet by two of' the Sioux, whom,

80 far as we knew, we had never seen before. Robert said to them at onc~u ttl

bring you the words of the soldler chief, back there. He says:"Tell Sitting Bull

that I am golng on to Tongue River. Tell hlm that I ah~ll be glad to tl&~t hlm

and his men at any time. It

"tVe hear you,1t one replied. They st&l'ed at us, not angrily but very

sadly,and the other one sald to us:"You two,llke uS,of Ind1an blood,how ca.n you.

help the white soldiers drlve us about,make us and our women and ch1ldren sut...

fer? You should be ashamed,greatly ashamed of yourselves."

Sald the others"You. both know that the Whites have meanly wronged ut,

stolen our country and our game from us again and agaln,and her.,in this last

place of plenty of 'butfalo,where we could live 1n peaoe and plenty,they atll1

puraue us. Yes,you shOUld be ashamed ot yourselves tor helping them."

ltyou Sioux have ever f'ougllt our people, the Pikunl, the Bluckteet. Rlgltt

here where you are,ls our country, these herds of buffalo are o\~ buffalo. 50 it

is tha.t we help the white soldiers tight you," Robert replied..

"There ls oountry here big enougLl. tor your people and. ours' ,and pleD:t,

ot buffalo for both. Yes,it ls Blackfeet countrY,but it the white soldiers

drlve us from it,not long will it be your oountry;as surely a6 you sit there on

your horses they will take it trom~ou.Just as they have stolen th~ Blaok Hl11~

and tho wide plains around them,from us," said the first speaker. And at that,

Without another word, they turned and lett ua,wlthout once looking back,~~d we

hurrled back to the command. We did not tell Col. otis wr~t the Sloux l1&d said

to us. We were sure that they were wrona. We knew that, in the treaty that our
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people had made with the Government,in ta55,it was plainly stated th.at.tHa

the Oanadian line south to the Yellowstone,and from the Rocky Mountains east

to a north and south line interseotlng tha junotion or the Missourl and the

( tellowstone,was Plktml...-Blaokfeet terrltory, and. "a firmly believed that the

would neve~ be broken. Hat How slmple We were to have had tha.t faith'

The train moved on, the hostilea coming up ft'om theircElmp on t.he Yel­

lowstone ln ever increasing numbers,to surround &nd att~ck us. However,we had

killed so mAny 01" them on the prevlous day,th.at they now fired. at us at very

long range,we seldom replying to their ha.rmless~_" Atter crossing Bad

Route Oreek, we disoovered. two Indiana coming toward us ir'om the Xello'WE,tone,

one of them waving a white ras,and we signed to them to enter our lines. They

proved to be two scouts from Colonel Carlin,at Standing Rook A&ency,who had

sent them to advise the hostiles that the best thl'beat thing they could do

for themselves,thelr women and children,wuuld be to cease fighting and return

to th01r agencies. They said tllat Uley had camped for the night With Sittina

BUll,and that he wa.nted Colonel Ellia to oome out away rrom_~*.on tra1n and

talk with. him. Colonel Ellls told them to tell fUtting Bull, that,if he w&Jlted

to talk with him,he would have come in to the train.

In an hour or so, the scouts C8J1l& in with. three of the host116s,tiut

Sittir~ Bull was not one ot them:he would not ~~xa1m.slfx come within range

of the troops. His throe messengers had a short talk with Colonel Ellls,lu Whim
8thf sa.id that tl1,9 Sioux &n,d Cheyennes were very angry at the soldier tor oom1.Q5

""into their country an,j frightening away their buffalo nerds,fl.!ch were at onoe

their' 'food. and thei'!;' clothin.g. They were now hW1grY J tu"'ld were almost wi thou.'t

cartridges and powdex' and ball for h~"'ltir~,and wanted to make peace.

Colonel },llla replied that,it it was peace they wanted, they would haw

to ta.lk with Gensral Talee,at 'longue R1ver' aamp,a'bout 1t. He would not,himself,

give them any SJIilllunltlon,beoause,if they had not tought. 141m,they would right

then h,'lve more than enou~'1 to last them all wint.er, for killing 'bUffalo. He did

give th$m several ooxe$ of iUlrd taok,and some bacon,and at that we moved on.

During the aay,we were followed by some ot the enemy. but they did not aga1n
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attaok ue,and we passed a quiet n1ght. On the tollowing day we saw none of

them except a small party,huntlng,8vidently,we1l to the north of us. In ~ha

evening,when W~ trailed down into Custer Oreek,we found General Miles enoamped

there with all but two oompanies of his Fifth Infantry. Alarmed tor tho safety

of the overdue wagon traln,he had ooms out to look for it.

The two acouta from Standing RocIt, betore retttrn1ng to 81tting BUll,
his camp

had told us that he was moving north,to\~upon the Great herds of buffalo

ranging in the badlands of the Big Dr,y3end to obtain ~nunltion from the trad-

ers at Fort Peck, the Asslniboln~: Indian Ai5enoy. Upon L:'i.U"ning this,General

Miles deoided. to eo after the oamp,and. crderod RobEilrt and me to re>101n hIs

troop... We made an early start on the following morning, Colonel Ellis wi th the

wagon traln t pull1ng out at the Slame time,tor Tongue R'.ver.
ot an October day,

We travelled northeaet,and at noon,struok tha big trail of the Sioux.

xa4x..KftX.~ax"H~XBKm~~andwere met by the two Standing Roek aoouts,who

said that SItting Bull wanted to have a counoil with the sold1er chlef. This

was arranged,and a. little later,General rUla:a and Lieutenant Btdley,and four

others including my brotb.er,ruet SittlnG Bull and. five of hie men}at some dis­

tanae outside our liles. I wanted to aae this ohief of whom I had he~d 80 much
t::--

but did not ha'V'e smough s,Hsuranoe to a.sk the General to le' me go to the aOWlcll

in place of one of his soldiers. However,my brother told m~ all about the mee~

ing. Slttir~ Bull,he sald,was a &a11 01 average hei&lt,good ~~ild,and st~ong

lnt~lligent faoe,and of tew wordsihe thought earefully What xle would say,betore

~pe8klng. He asked General Miles what he Was doln~ in ths oo~~try with his $01­

diers,and the General replied that 11e was there to move the Siou;t ill to their

agencies. To that, tho chi0f said tJ:1.at the Whites hated Indians,and Indlans

hat~{l 1'1111 te men. This was India.n country, 80 ho &'1.d his people would lot leave

it. They intended to re~aln in it and live upon the bUffalQ,&e Indians had liv­

Id, fro! the tim.e the gods f1rHt made them,e.n.: g,~ve them the buffalo plains upon

whloh to wander. General Miles then told 111m that he would be foolish to re­

ftise to r&tl~n with h1s peo~lc to hie ~enoy,because further f1ghting could onJf

end as all. Indian wars had ended,1n the Indiana being wh:tpped. That made th.e
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ohlef terribly angry;his eyes werellke fire as he replied that it was better

for him and his people to fight. an.d die, that to no oonfined a.t an ae;enoy e.nd

starve. The whites ware liars,never ae,ain to be trusted: i;,IlOJ' had, made treat·

iea wi th the Sioux, and brakan $Vary ona of thol.U. In trw last tl"oaty} they 1:lad

aoknowledged that the Black Hills oountry was Sioux country, e.nd then. had. taken

1 t from. them. DU1"lng the talk, a few more Sioux. had. one '0:/ OIle Blipped i.n t.o

the oouncil" and now one of them put a. rifle Ul1.del' the buffalo ro't-HI that 81 ttll1j

Bull wae wearlr~. General Miles noticed It,&nd said that all but the six

Sioux &~eedupon,mu$t leave tIle co~~el1. They ~ad8 no move to go,&O he decl&

ad the oouneil ended.

The 31oui''; ma.de no e.tt.ack upon us tha.t. nlc~t\.t.<:'"nd. lie took 1;.lH;ir t.r3.il

.;)&r1y the next llol"nlng,and after travelLing thl"~te at' fout' hOUl"lS t s1gh.ted tl'l-elr

Cdp. Sitting Dull t.\.nd his ohiefs or thE; clay before,came out trom it and had

L"lothsl'" counoil '11th Genel"'al Milas. As he had. about E~ thouaand fightlnt') nen
1

as 8....1anat four hi,mdr;;:d of us,h.e lHsliEilvtJo. that he could whip us, put for the Saki

of his camp.
of tho WO~~l and chl1dren.he proposed to mako peaoe it General ~11~s would

move all the soldi£.,r"s and other whitea out of the count);'.}', leaving only the

traders along the Missouri,from whom his people o0uld bujpamwlunltlon tor hunt­

.lng purposes. This counoil tovk pla.oe on~y a 00'\11116 of hundn:d yards from. our

1int:s,and the troops stood in battle formation,uneasily watching 1t,unable ot

course to hear What bel.ng saidjbut we lKJped that :1 t would resu!. t 1n the

(

.e:..nc. his peop'::'e 'NQuld not sur:cendG'l' Within :fit't~cn minutes, the reeult 'Would b.

C<. fight,al'ld th.9.t t,ll.e whites wo'uldbrlng mor'e soldiers 1:£1to thi:l Qountry,and keel

on flghti.l.1g the Sioux until the;t- If<ould all be wiped out. The intel·pJ.--eter,ot

course # oould. not t.rlikluJ.p',:;So fift,ef:.tl Ullnutes into tilt: la.n.guaee of a people w110

knew nothing of clQcks;he had to say,suI'l'ender at onoti',noYf. .And at th&t.,81t...

t1r13 Bull fea-rod that he Wtf.Q trappedihe pointed to 'the ·l;.ruCfl rag that one ot

hln men oal"ried,und said thb.t he had believE.td he 8.I."1d his men would be sate w1t1

it, fie was atH~ured at, he \Tould. not b~ fired upon as he l"eturned to his CaDlP~
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and away he went with his men,al1 of them shouting to the great gather1ng 0:

warriors beyor~,that they were to fight.
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Doubting that Sitting BIll and their other chiefs would succeed

in making peace with General Miles,the Sioux warriors had painted themselves,

put on their war olothes,stripped the ooverings trom their feather rimmed

shields,and mounted their best horses, while their women and ohildren prepared

to move camp,in case the fight should go against them. As the General returned

to our lines,we could see the warriors massing in our tront,shouting to one

another,and we impatiently waited tor the order to advance to be givenii' we

were to ti6ht,'We wanted to do it at once and have 2,_ end to it. But there we

stood While the General,watch in hand,marked the passing ot the tltteen min­

utes that he had Jiven Sltting Bull to accept his term.. Every mlnute of the

tlme seemed an hour to us.

At last the order was given to advance. The Sloux lmmediately set

flre to the prairie ln our tront,and as the smoke trom It'.nv.loped u.,they

came swarming along our front and flanks,tlring at us the while they shouted

thelr war songs. My brother and I,wlth B~yer and the other scouts, were With

Lieutenant Cas.y,in the advance. We aimed and tired as best we could in the

swirllng smoke ot the burning grass, and saw now and then an enemy go down. Vie

expeoted evetJ moment to be forced to make our last stand,but we kept on going,

the enemy retreating,and as we neared the outskirts of their camp,Robert said

to me, shouting to make me hear:tJThey're not so fierae,so sure of themselves as

they were on the Little Blghornl"

"No,they are not!" I shouted back. And Just then one ot the1r shots

nearly lifted my hat trom my head. I snatched it up,set it on more flrmly,notilt

the hole in the crown;it had been a alose call tor me.

( We began fightlng our way right through the camp. The women had taken

otf with them ••~, ot~dges,complet.,butin most cases had taken only the

lodge akins,and .uch ot their lodge effects as they could quickly load upon
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their horses. They had left.muoh ot the1r stores tor use 1n the coming winter,

in all, tone of cl''l.retully dried buffalo meat and back f8.t;hundr(~d8 of part"leclleI

sturfed full with dried berr1ea;several tone ot marrow gr$!\ae~and \emmlcL~;raw

and tanned skins of antelope, elk and deer;many tanned. robee,and sidee of buf­

fa.lo leather.1.Jany cooking utensIls,a.xes, travois,ro::ea and. the 11ke. seeing

red. as I did the_, bi tteiJ.§ hating the Sioux, I felt 111{e sing1ng when these starl
, {\

fell into cur handEL I could not then re211ze bow terribly des-pond.ent the YOmel

rill.d been 1F'httnf'orced to a.bandon them•

•,"8 we drov>!: on through the abandone". ca.nl:ry, I as."" tha.t eome of our

mOlli~ted men were rounding up bands of the en~",.~,so I took a braided raw,

hide rope from one of t~e lodges,and from another lodee,a 115ht r1ding s&ddle

with elk horn bow and cantle,a~d strapping these to my back,fought on. A band

of the cUJ,plIred. hOt'f.iefl came- ':!1y way, &Jld I caught and saddledsnd mount.d 9, good

PO. W'ith this band, ~nd with others captured later, were 8. ntL"!lber of Ouster••
•

Seventh Cavalry horses, all of them mere skin and bon$S~.Dom the hard usage to

whtch they had been sUbjected ..

Boon att<r we P8A3S13U t.hrough their aband,Jned camp, the Sioux surround...

ad us on all sides, w'it.h the ~vld.ent 1ntentton to wipe us out; or at least so

crlp'le us thllt 'We could no longer fol,low the,trall ot thalr fleeing women and

chiJdpen. To meet their attackfGenaral Mile~ formed the troops into a hollow
~.

square, aml h::l.d our two small pieces of artillery m!lde ready to fire. The Slou..x

<Hune on bra"lrely enough, shou.ting defianco, singing their wur songs, rapidly flr1ne;

their r1fl'ss· For n time the fighting was deaperate;lt seemed that it wQs,inde.

to be another ~lster tight. And then our little field pieces opened fire upon

tham J.md thoy began ",va""erlng ,and talI1.nr; back when the shells burst close to

one~,!:roup tlnc. snother of them. I do not believe that a Single one ot them waa

killed or cr1rnled by the ehells,out they eould~~~~~~to th~m,myeterlous

!,t)roe of them:;J, ball that 'W8.8 fired. from a cfJ.nnon,8.ml then fired itself,was bad

medicine. Retreating, they trled. to draw us trom the tre,il ot their women and
l

( children, but we kept foll::wlne; 1t, they harraBBlng our. fl~!.rJ{s unt1l night, when

theJr dl'E'"pp~e.l'ad. V!e hr.d kllled and wounded Q number of them {luring the dAY •.-
Our losses were only one man killed and four Vlou."1ded.
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The night passed without incident. In the morning. when we aeain

took the trail, going down Bad Route Creek tows,rd the Yellowet.one, Aome ot the

Sioux appeared ~and during tltt-e day ~ fired at ue now ~!'!d thellJ, wi thout ,I-
effect. On t~ following day,we saw where a emall party ot th~ hoetl1ee had

branched off from the trail tino. turned north,and In.ter learned t,hat they were

Sitting Bul~~lefa Gall ,and Pretty Bear. with about ~rty lode,ee of t.hall' Unor

pap&8~ Then,&fl w81eft Bait Route Creek. ~,n.d h"'ad~d tOll1e.rd the Yellowstone, to

camp opposite the mouth of Cabin Creek;the hoetiles sent from their C~~? on the

south side of the rlver,Bull Easle and several other eh1~fg to us with re­

quest tor another council. They admitted that.ae we had depriV$d them of all

their stores of t'ocH1,drlven them from the buffalo herds to the north,a,nd. fought

them until they were about out of ammunitlon,there W~~ nothine for them to do
promised

put surrender. They ~r.l".JItt to go to the Cheyenne s.gencYton the Mtr:13ourl,Sl.nd

t~Ye of the.hlefe J after some talk.agreed to aot a,l'3 hcstages that thlf3 promise

would not be broken. Lieutenant Forbes with a small detachm0nt of meu,took

the hoetage8 down the Yellowstone,and thence down the MiBaOt~1 to the Cheyenne

\ 'll,geneY,at whioh place their follow1ng,m.ore th~." 400 loa.ges cf MlnnoQon.1 Ott, tdl.d

8~nA Arc Sioux, arrived in due time.

When the terms ot t,he surrender were decided upon, E~nd thB hos~,,'

left under escort, we returned. to Tongue River Cl"unp, and e.ft.e:r e. 1'6 et thero of

only a couple ot days, started out aga1n to loalt tor 81 tting Butlfand hit! f()11ol[

.ng of Unoapapa Sioux. It wa~ the fifth of November ~hen we lett th0 oamp,and

cold Weather had alr~ady set in. w~ acouted tho whcl~ country from the Y~llow.

stone north to Fort Peek} the Aeslnlbolne Indlan ac;ency on. the },!1.s5c)u:rl, and upon

arriving at that place~three of ua eooute,Johntruyer,F,;y brother' end Is Ell:'!t abol.t

learning trom the Indians g~ther0d there,the location ot Sitting Bull's camp.

Al though but few ot the Aasinlboines had te.ken pa.rt in the ;".,

their sympathy was all with their brother Sioux trlbes,and they became dumb,~d

glared at ue With eye~ of tire. when we questioned them. So at night,we ~rapp.d

( ~;urselve8 in blankete,e.nd so disgu1aed,fl'tro&!ed about in tneil" ce.mp,lltten~d to

the ta.lk in their lodgee,e.nd lee..rned that Sitting Bull was camped on the B1g

Dry 'ork ot the Missouri, and was intending to ootain ammunition by .urpr1s1ng

~
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a surprise a~tack upon Carroll,a small trading post on the M18sourl,abou~

thirty miles a:pove the mouth of the MU8selshell RlvliU'. willen we r~'po:r'i;,ed t.his
and some of the scouts,

to General Miles,ho s.nt four of hie comp~lles to look fur the hostile c~p in

tl>.e Dry Fork country,and h1mself moved up the Miasoux-'j, with alA COl.l.l'p&4J.tHi tiona.

the rest of t.he scouts,including my brot.hel' and me. V[U,Eilll we ~");'ived at til.

mouth of Squaw Creek,more than a hundred miles a:coye ~'Ol··t,~t_,lib wel'~ <.r\ler­

taken by a messenger from that place, who si:dd t~t it Was 1Jeing 'Whispel'~d &-~ou't

in the Assinlbolne camp, that Sitting Bull and his U'ncapapa.$ ha.d \iUrul:il.i .......d

were moving e6.st, wi th the intention to cro£'s t.he1tiltH.,ow'l 14w8.1" li'oI't, ?Elck, and

Iiva upon tll&bu:t'f'a.lo herds to the nort.l.l of the );'1vel'. '.C&.k1ncs 't.h.;; e.u.an.ow f,.i:l&t
. · three

tills report might 'pe true,iJenera.l Miles sent Lleut.eui.lo!,i,ti Baldwin wltn ic:tic.xcom-

pa.nles a.nd a few wSoG0ns of supplies, back 1;,0 Fort f'vck,and sGnt one o(napany

up to Ca.rroll, and himself' turned south witb.li.he r0st at hi,s command, to lovk

1'ox' tne nost!l. camp in th(:;i' countrJ between the Miasourl and the Yell\.nv~tol1a.

The weather was no'W bltterly oold, the snow more than a. foot deep. We BU1.'i:6l'EJd

lntens~.were often without wood. We did not find the eamp,no~ did Ouptain
. other

Snyder, ••ttl the :tfllllX 0lmpanies,sooutlng to the east 01'US,8.flU alter 14&.l:l..irlt::> &
-.

r-ound of more than fo'ur Ilundred miles,we returned to Tougue River Camp on the

14th ot Deceat"bor,toul' days at'tel' tho arrival of Captain Snyder 4iLUd h1s troope.

Lieutenant Baldwin and his small tr"p h.a.d. I..let.l>el' luck t.Uci.U wo did.
""

Upon a.rriving at Fort PecK,he learned t:nat Sit(,lng Bull uad been Jo1ned b:i oth'
, nearly two

ers or tlle hostiles,and tnat ius camp,now numbe.c'in.g ~xlMklAJiIC& .uW'.LdI'~d lud6es

was enoam.ped on Porcupine Ci'eek... -o:n. tn~ nort.r. side of tJ:le .lUi:H~ourl. As fOUll.a.

l'

and by a surprise attack captured it and many hCI'aca;tt .I:'..i6 troops w(;;r~ 60 worn

t.hat tillOY oould not pursue the fleelng Indians. lJ:'hey destroyed th.e CBJ.i4p,hOWevel

aod that put an end to Slttir...g Bull t s act..iv1ti.s. Xu tt.LC SPI'111.6, With seV",ral

hundreu of his followers,he soug.h.t refuge a.cross tllC (Jw1a.dia.rl 11ne,&lld x'wlLair.t.Cii

there for fiHiNe);'al ;y'eiU'S, until (reneral Miles periua,<1&d lUill to ;return to Btand1D.4

Rook 88enc~,a.nd be boud.

Now ttu.,.t 5ittlng Bull and his follOWing h&.a. bee.ll rendeI'ed h.armles~,
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there remained of the hostile tribes, the Northern aheyennes.unde~their head

chiertVJhitt, Btlll,a.nd the: Ogp,le.lla Sioux under Cra~y Horse and Lame Deer. Upon.

onr )~ettJX'n to Tongue River Ca,!!ll', Boauts whom we had lett there,reported that

\' t..IlfIy hEld foun.d thB oombined camp of these tribes; 1. t was located far up on

T()ll(~ue Rivcr t and nttmber\1d mOr'B trJ.lln s1x hundr(~d lod{sea J or about tour thousand

people, of whom C'lt loast fifteen hundred 'J'l5ra f.tghtlng men" Great herds of'

1:il.trfalo surrounded th"'! camp, (:I,..'l'ld the seouts reported. that the hostile19 were

they intended to bUy ammunition from the trad...
decided

Upon l'9arnlng this,General Miles to proceed aga,inst

l!\rg, nU!11bera o'f' tha-rn; drylnp; >sraat qur.mtitles or the mef.t tor future
With

tanning t~8 hldes,which

ers along thfJ M1. fiH5o'V.ri.

With a small bulltr~1nJand two pieoes of. ~rtl11ery disguised With

bow3 and ~heetB to re~emble w~~on8,we pll11ed out from Tongue River Camp on

neoember 29)in far below zero weather and tWQ teet of snow. The freezing

breeth or th*!men and~~lmala aa we 910dded along, was like a low dritting oloud
'~.

Q'''er. ou.I' hEH~da. f~a:n,y of the llolC'..!eI'tt euffered terribly from the cold, but Rob­

S art an.~ I,and all the others native to the oountry,were comfortable in our

llAavy alQthlngtolosely wrnpplr~ bla~ketstand our feet in two pairs of buffalo

robe moaaaslne;tTh" tracks that we made with thea were of siant aize.

After t.ravelling up Tongue R1ver about sixty ml1es.we saw soml:D of the

hostiles retreating before our advance,and on January t.and. RoBin on Janua~y },

us. soouts,ln the e,dvR.noe,ha,d. some fight1ng With thelr rear guard. We kept on

atter them.day after day,and on January 7 t the scouts made an lmp~t~~t capture.

Following the tresh trs.ll of the retreating Indians, we tound that l.', part ot

We took the rlght handthem had branched off and gone up Hav~ln3 Woman Creek.

trail,the one up the ereek,and had gone but a little way When we disoovered a

few Indians comlngback down l.t,and eaeilf captured. them and. escorted tlH~m down
m .. 1 wex'I'J Cheyennes, and

to the .,.,., . e of them was a noted medleine womem, named Wool Wc;llt'l.u.n. AJitu4t'
.~~~

Wa.s the w1dow of' 8. ereat warrior, Walking. ~ite r1~2.n;t.he others were e. youngman

and tour ohildren. They had,we learned,turned back to take the trail up TOll8Ue

Rlver,upon lea.rning th8.t their relatlV'efl hed gone t:tat 'flay, As .$:lcon as we wtre

r1d or them,we ag~ln $tarted up the right hand trail,but were soon me~~i
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and dodglne; into it,W6 f0Ull~ seve.l:'<:>.l

(I Jllhhl or wounded sev\;lral of' !.;ne 0JlO111Y, but could not cLeek their ~vlV'ance;n.icht

was coming on, and in t.he c.uslr they sur.r'oundcclr.Lt0 11 t. t1 e b.r'ove ~..rl,c: be0aJl. sn,,;a.k-

ing in upon us under cover of the l--.eavy un.der'gr<ywth of roacbrush.

up with us.we th.ought,when an a.d~"pa;&.'>r. of '~n\;; QOn,W.i.a2ldva.:.:1'J up

them oft.

T'"",1..

were by their women and childr~n,'we wer'e steadlly

following mo.t'!llng. We ilad not advanced far up t.rw narl':;)O;; va.ll'Y'ii]1~n t:c..o.i' appea­
pine alad

ed in large nUut"u;,:;,;rs- upon 1..1:10 blurt"s on €i:i.ch i,.,lde of it,and. lIegan fil'll~ .:.10Ni,l

in

Jur tront s.nd rear- ~Hl we Vi(Jre »:.u entirely surroL..i..l::ded· lhen our t.YlO 11t Lie

field pieces hage.n actlon,and if the shalls 6,id no damagee,tIley frlght.ened every

Ii. Ltle gl'oup 'lIa.!' wbich tlleyburat. 1l'l1.e;_~st. al'lCl. tlGl'cGat. pax'ty of tile enemy

was on t.he i.Jluffa to our left,arn was led b'y- a Cheye.1.ne m~dioine lllall il&med B1g

Vl"Cftl,who,unhu'Weu in ma.ny fights that he had .!:ad Wit.11 the wll1te.s,and With enemy

t..J;·i.i.>es,nLainl.al'(l~d tll&t i.Lis eaol'ad a.n.a. powilr:ful medic1ne illad.e aim bUllet proof.

Dr~H;s~d i.a be~u.t.lfUl wal' olot.hea, t.he long tail of .r.de WSI" bo:n..~j,et tlutt;,er1l'lS.

and Bwu.ji:n.g a;.:, hls 1;c::r.~A,h0 led. his partJ' down at us, shoutin.g ills name,de:r;)rl~

&..n.J. t.~i.mt.ing UE. to .Jl00t. hl4U. John Bru3'er,my br'other and. r were ald~oy side
part or

In. tho left. 1'1culk of th0 COD:iillw1.dl.h.::..t Capta.in. Baldwln and bevel'al other' or:f1'••

W'.U:'hin i'1f't.J' ;yards of UE.. before he lost conu"ol of them

t":;-c.r turnod (,; ..i.. u:) the bluff'. half wa.y up i t,howeve:r,he aga.in rallied ."t~

an·3_ 1 thall" 'b;;.ck d-:. wn, d~lclng a.nd. sln.g1116 b.nd clrc11ng in TI'ont ot theil, renew.
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their ccuraf,e,giv1nC thom t158uruno9 that h€- wou.ld le'S,d them to viotory over

.i.ostiles on the oppoEl t~!'j bl1.if'1's, ll.IlC; Ln .at

;.rl1e

or t't'!Jo,untl1 our strengt.h b&ve out 1r: trY;) t'VC1'

then. 13,)' the tl::nD VIe got 1:n.ok down to whe:ce

tirf':C to eat.

fifty.

stiles w~s Gut of tha

for them t.o obtii4il.l. meat, that we l:.ie.i.ievedl:.h6;,j wer'~ Hen, iLL 0. ,W,God to sur':::'Ollcter.
d.ays

',rae captive \;lleyel1.t.l.6S WGl',;; of the same Opi:':lion,so,a f:;;'.'i; liii:&.& attGx' Vj~ ;('ot.:ll"n.ed

Wl1ich WfJt'fJ t11at tne,f [Jus tt,urn over to h1m. a u\il,j,'tain Pl.'opor-tlon of tllalz' horses
1\-" . . " then

al";ns an,Co s,;-amunl:L:iOU, aad retu..rXl Lo tlwl1" sav~ral a/.5ancles. ,till te llUll, the Ollay'"
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principal men of the delegation,offered themselves as hostages that their

tribes would agree to the teBms,and the others went to 'back to their camps,

b ~~ th t i ~'··.·~.ite Bull,~,.n~ticula~ly,-~~ QA,Xer fo~ his tribe&~oto .~,JUg em 0 move n.J,u, y~ ~ .....Q "''"'"'0 ~

make peace with the whites,and (}eneral Miles,having groat faith in his good

will,put him on the "a.y roll as a scout,and S8.va him (1 new soldier uniform. He

put it on a.nd strutted about,ad~lring himself. He thougllt it far more elegant

than l1is truly beautiful war clothes and war bonnet. Later on, several more

of the Cheyennes" ..i.nd Buffalo Hump and other Sioux,were also enlisted as scouts.

By the middle of Aprll,t~ Cheyennes,and Crazy Horse's band of Sioux

had complied with the terms of surrender,~~d turning over to us several hund­

red horses,and nany rifles,had set out for their various agencies. Sitting

Bull's band had vrossed the Canadian line;of all the hostiles who had fought

us in the previous year, there remained only the band of Sioux under La.m.e Deer,

Who swore that the wh.ite soldiers should never drive him awa.y from the buffalo

herds of his own country. This south-of-the Yellowstone country a.ct.ally was

owned by the Crow Indians,but Lame Deer had no regard for their rights.

To aid us in bringing this ast band of the hostiles to terms,we were

reinforced by four com':'anles of the ~',econd Cavalry, cOUlLlanded by CE"ptain Ball,

from Fort Ellis,and on the first of May we left Tong River Camp. Beside the

cavalry,tlle expedition was made up of two companies of the Fifth Infantry,four
newly appointed

com~anies of the Twenty-second Infantry,and us scouts,including the Cheyennes

and Sioux scouts. John Bruyer,my brother and I and a few other scouts were

sent ahead to look for Lame. Deer's camp, and on May 5th, at a point _ .._aty

miles up To~ue River,we reported to General Miles that we had found the trail

of the hostiles wller;;, about two weeks before, they had gone west from Tongue

River toward the Rosebud River. There could be no doubt that &ame Deer's scout

were watching our' column, and General Miles thought o~\ a way to mislead them

as to dlue object of the exnedition:he moved the command across the trail and

on up Tongue River,~ld made an early camp. There we left ~le wagon train With

three companiee of Infantry,and with the four companies of the Fifth Cabalry,

and the other cOllF'a.nies of Infantry mounted, we set out, aDon after dark, west
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wa~d to look for the hostile camp.

',~

"'9-
It was a raiftjy cold night, but we made

our
about thirty-five miles.and crossing the RQsebud,at dayli&lt made camp in a

I1ttlelfllAlUln in the high ridge between the Rosebud and the Bighorn rivers.

From there, a tew of us scouts went out to look over tIE country, and from a

high point on the ridge,we discovered Lame Deer's camp;it was about twelve mil

miles to the south, on a Ii ttle strea"!l running into the Hosebud, and. close under

the rough ridge. 'i.i thout being seen by the hostiles, we returned to General

Miles and told him of our find, and he went out With a. small escort,and With his

field glasses luokeJ at the camp and planned how to ap'Jroach it. Having done

that,he rllurned to ce~p. In the afternoon,Rjbert and I and Buffalo Hump,and

one or two other scouts took the watch on the high point. saW from it a

i
\

\

rising dust cloud to the east of the Rltsebud, then dark :-aasses of running buf­

fa.lo,and knew that the hostiles were out therea.fter mea.t. Toward evening we

saw them slowly crossing the river and going up to their c.amp,their horses

burdened with all the meat and hides that they could carry. Eagerly watching

them,Buffalo Hump said to us: "How I would li1:e to have some of that meat they

ha.ve killed;a. few fat .Ok ribs,hot froI'1 the coals and drl;')ping juices. This

soldier toad that we are Wa.ting,I say that it is no good;eating it,I am grow­

ing weaker every day."

tlTomorrow,maybe,. shall ma.ke peace with Lame Deer,and he will invite

us to feat with him," said Robert.

Buffalo Hump gave a grim laugh and replied:"Lame Deer ha.s vowed to

Ilis gods that he will never make peace with the whites! If you eat any of his

tood,yau will do it over his dead body! tt

We went back down to the comm~~d,just before 8undown,satisfied that

none af the hostile scouts had discovered us durir43 the day;tl1ey were,doubtles~

that we had left on Tongue River.
watching the wagon train and Infantry.aHxtkBx~1x~xaxaJx»BlAx As soon as it

was dark, the command moved forward,Lieutenant Casey With us scouts in the lead.

We travelled very slowlY,an'0at a little after midnight,when not far from the

hostile camp,rested until day was near, and then went on again. It was dawn as

We approaohed the camp of fttty lodges,and already some of them were redly

glOWing with the cooking tires that the women were building. Large h.erds ot
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waving a white handkerchIef,etarted down to meet the chief.we following. Lame

Deer was in the lead of the others,a.nd When he met and shook hands with the
him,

General,the latter told.through Robert,that if this was to be a peace talk,he

and those With him must lay down their 1'1"198. The chief nodded,lald.is

rifle down;the man immediately behi~him,his nephew,B'_~_.refusedto do

that. He was dressed in all his war clothes,and with rifle re~dy to fire,he

walked up and down,up and down,fiercely glaring at us and repeatedly shouting:

"I am a fighter,here walking upon my own ground! I will not give up my gunl

These whit.fl soldiers have killed my grandmotherl n

At that,Robert told White Bull to go to the Y~ llW.n and advise him

that, for the sake of the women and childre~Ile should surrender~the women ~nd
~

their young would then belt-OUght in and kfndly treated. Just t,hen, Captain
~

Baird joined us,and Robert added: "This officer w1l1 help you. U He - ••8Q,t,..lied

tnto El'..glish what he had sald,and the two rode past Lame Deer to Bad Ankle,and

as they adYanced,the two Sioux back of the young man,retreated tOWard the crtie&
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White Bull ruXc tie otficer brought their horses to a stand close in

front of ,.;Ancle,and to the former's advice to him to aurrender,he replied:

tlI have told you at;ain and ac;aln that I am a f1ghter.here on my own ground!"
"I
)_~_tthe se.me time struck a.t hlm.wl th the weapon. Wh1te Bull slazed it by t:,

barrel, Captaln Baird grasped the yount; !ClS-n' a arm. He tried wl th all hi a

strength to ;rloint the weapon at ,{ihite Bull ;hc fired, a.nd 'the bullet went wtld.

Lame Dar,heuring the shot, snatched up his rifle t!:U1d fired at Gener",-l Miles.

and the bUllet,passing close in front of him.ldlled his orderly. Robert and

I then fired a.t the chief as he turned and ran toward his nephe'if,an:l we saw

him flinch. By this time we had been joined by several cavalrymen.and we all

fired at the two as they ate.ed to rotreat. Lf..:.me Deer Wl.Hl badly wounded, but

went a little way leanir..g upon his nephew fol:' support;adi:U.lixU.Y~at.lxa..'1,d 11e.
p

also wounded, limed along, stead;y'ine; himself by usinG his rifle as a oane. At

last the c~lief fell, and tilO other, turning and facine us, fired, and fell too;

with great effort sat tip and tried to reload his weapon. But before lie 'ould

do it ,Robert 1cnel t andtaklng car.eful 801m fire:d at him, and the bullet finished

~~him;lt nt;-a.y cut off tne slender eca.lplock hanging down 1.1 front of hissar.

By this time,the two retreat1n6 Sioux had been ki lad,ana we turned back with

til. part of the c0m111and to rescue our pack train, whichB<'} been attacked;one ot
mules .

the pa.ckers was ki led [mel several J:<e:utau loaded ,,1 th a:Jl'iunition were taken

by the hostiles foro 'lie recched It. Flm;.11y, when the enemy il.ad Deen dr.ven
rest ~

some of them <,:.cr08 to tho Rosebud a.nd up it,a.nd thci"r up the creek valley,

we des tr'oyed t}loir camp. It 'Re.s rich wIth dried meat,bUffal8tr~ a.nd furs,

a'1d in every found "",,'-'._',3es, :JrlcUes, and othor artioles that had belong-

ed to Custer's 111 fated 'eventh Cavalry. lost in the fight (jnly four lLLen,

;;,:,nd but six vcr 'Wuunded. a.nd we k~~.:'1ed Ol'l tllG field, fourteen of tile }:;ioux, and

the off wad: irlG ttl'rvwmen for their d'3ad; the fi.~int crying of hungry child...

ran. en th,-,' follov:inG ;1.ay "we turned G8.ck, w1th 1'1vo hundred enem,}' llorses, to

our buLL traln,on ~flguc Riv~;;r,and thEmoe back to Tongue Rlv\:r Camp. So ended
the war with the Sioux and Cheyennes.

THE END.


	21
	22



