Where use of a species not native to a particular water body or region is deemed safe from
the standpoint of the native biota, then it should be a species that is well adapted to ihe
conditions of the water(s) and that will provide the highest quality fishery. Salmonids
stocked to barren waters should come from nearby native stocks whenever possible.

G. MANAGEMENT TAILORED TO DIFFERENT SPECIES AND STRAINS

The unique requirements of individual species and strains of salmonids should be
recognized in the design and implementation of fisheries management. Habitat
improvement and fishing regulations must be suited to the characteristics of specific kinds
of salmonids to be benefitted. Traits of salmonids to be stocked must be suited to the
characteristics of the receiving waters and their biota.

H. USE OF HATCHERY PRODUCED SALMONIDS

Stocking of hatchery produced salmonids, whether "catchable size" or smaller, can be
appropriate for enhancing fisheries where it will not harm native or wild salmonid
populations. Due consideration must be given to agonistic behavior, disease and
sanitation, and genetic mixing of wild and hatchery stocks. Stocking is recommended only
as a measure of last resort. Use of hatchery fish should be guided by the following:

1. Stocking of hatchery fish should be avoided or minimized in waters with self
sustaining populations of native or wild salmonids.

2. Stocking can b= a valid management option for a. reestablishment of wild populations
in habitats that have recovered from catastrophe or into waters reclaimed from infestation
with undesirable fish; b. initial introduction of a species where it can be shown that it will
fill a fisheries management need or a vacant niche in the ecosystem; and c. maintenance of
a fishery where natural  reproduction does not exist but where proper conditions exist for
satisfactory survival and body growth.

3. Salmonids used for stocking, if not from native stocks, should be healthy, natural in
appearance, and genetically adapted to the conditions of the receiving waters. For put-take
catchables, the less spent per fish, the better.

4. Put-grow-and-use stocking is the preferred stocking method. This stocking requires
fish to be planted at a small size and allowed to grow for several months or more before
being enjoyed.

As a last resort, in urban areas, where stream conditions prohibit year around survival,
stocking of catchable salmonids is an acceptable method for introducing an appreciation for
trout angling and salmonid ecosystems.

5. Anadromous populations of salmonids should be supplemented with hatchery-
produced downstream migrants only after all other methods of enhancing the fishery are
exhausted and only if damage to native populations is preventable. The presence of
hatchery strains of anadromous salmonids threatens the integrity of wild anadromous
salmonids-in the same waters by stimulating intense fishing on the wild fish and by

introducing unsuitable genetic traits through interbreeding.
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