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It oacdicetii on
This report summarizes the 1921 cgreenback cutthroat trout
recovery effort in the MNorth East Region +for the state of Colorado.
the greenback cutthroat recouver:

restoring stakie, F—sustaining populations of

trout (Salme clarkKi stomias? til said populations

point where thezir survival is assured. To meet this goal, the

chisctives were established:

1> Determine if and where additional areenback cutthroat trout
populatianst=till axist]

Reintroduce greenback cutthroat trout into suitable habitat
1N iEhe ChiistoR ietiins

3) Monitor and protect Known populaticons.

This years eff = were directed to achieving the second and
thicd eblilectivec F&1, one new greenbzck cutthroat trout
population was established in Williams Gulch. & total of =2
were survered for potential reclamation zites for greenback
cutthroat frout reintroduction. MNonnative trout species were removed
from severzxl =ites scheduled for - traut introduction. These

ites included East and kiegst = of Sheep Eﬁeek, Geor
Cornelius Creek. In an ey

habitat requirements, a methodology for quantiftying stream habitat

was develaped,
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Five pcpuiationa‘of'greenback cutthroat trout are presently

-

managed in the Morth East reqgion (Table 1.} Mone of the populations

at this'point i i an be considered =table populations.

afeenback cutthrost trout populations.

Drainage

Boulder Creek

Larimer - S Black T on s
Hdur‘gL.»ss River
EH it el S e R R Foudre River
af Poudre River

r

Creel River

t degradation and fishing are the main problems
confronting the Como Creek population. Habitat degr ad
tedimainly imche ST ack ot good deep pools and
.. Washout from four wheel drive roads which run

‘ass Como Creek in the lower secticons i= the main
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reproductive success and food production. Fishinag pressure is still
limiting this population. Al though no anglerse were

there was evidence of fishing.
Eiacikchad o L racic

were posted on Black Hollow Creekk to alert -the public

Hoilow population. Letters explaining the
it ineat it raut fandl o+ the Bl ack He lllcw

Creek populaticon (see appendix A2 were aleo distributed to xi11

landowners living near Black Hollow Creek. Mo attempt was made to

collect any fish from this area during the 1921 field season.

South Fork of the Poudre
empts were made in June to collect adult Fish
eqg taki { ati Un+ortunately, no fish over 10cm were
captured. During 1% _ : fish up to 20cm were coll ted. Based
on evidence of i X 3 = . this population
has been depleted due ta fizhing.
S5igns were posted to zlert the public of the
popul ation. Furthermore, i1 landowners adjacent to
Service property were notified of t status of the
cutthroaxt and +ishing reqgulatione f{see appendix A).
Durina late fAugust and sariy September fry traps
to deftermine if reproduction had been

transportation to a more secl




May Creeseik
May LCreek was sampled twice to determine the status of fish

stacked duping il 280 . F i zampled on =i ther occassion.

Hourgl as=s Creeik

During June, Hourglass Creel was examined to determine i+ +fish

were present +rom the 1920 stockKing. Fish weres observed in the sam

lacation of the preuiaue yearé plantfng. More greenback cutthroat
were ctocked to increase the size of the existing population. During
July, approximately 94 greenbacks were planted. Thece fich were
transported from a +ish hauling truck tolth stocking sifte in twelve
nlastic bags {approximately & fish per bag? by horszeback. &l1 Fish
were acclimated to the s=iream temperature and released. No

mortalities were cbhserwved.

I1II. Estatl ishment of New Populations
Dpe new population was established in 1281. Williamse Gulch,
tributary of the Cache la Poudre River, in Larimer county was
tocked with approximately 48 oreenbackse in July. These ficsh were
ransported from a2 fish nauling truck fo the stocking site in =i
plastic baxgs Capproximately 2 fish per bag) by horsebzck. &11 +ish

were acclimated to the stream temperature and released. MNo

mortalifties were observed.

IV, Stream Restoration Projects
East znd llecet Forks of Sheep Creek, G ; : . and Cornelius

Creel were the sjte ; tream restoration F + i 1981. These




streams wers @r : sy¥nergized rotenone (2.54) to remawve

nonnative ; . 3 octassium permanganat
the rotencne. Concentrations, exposure

rotencne and potassium permanganate for both fish
are listed in table 2. Rotenone was released intoc

modiftied emall animal watererse. @ 1518 inch hole

detaxity
amount of

removxl projects

was drilled into

waterers. A constant head of water in the trough

steady flaw through the hole. FPotaszium permanganate was

using modified five gallon gerry cans. A trough was welded

Sl 2R tneh hale Was drilliled inte the bottam

Lrouamt 2 wWas applisd tao j: ted and low +lcw poocis

using insscticide

East and ldecst s reek were poisoned in {230

rotencne. Untortunately rainbow trout were coliected during a

electrofishing survey during Julx of 1951.

incomplete Kill in 1980 may be due to heavy rains

—

farp an

P C it T e

polsoming ot Sk CreekK. A higher than normal influx of freshwater

intc both +orks » hawve diluted th cencentnatian

relezased int

again on 10 September

in

ot atoxicant

The two drip stations were approximately

naturxl water+all barrier, The detoxifying drip station w

\ted above fthe watertall +ish bacrier ‘on Sheep

and Cornelius Creeks were surveyed

o

Cresk.

and wers

qreenback cutthroat trout




reintroduction based on reciamation potential and adequate frout

habitat. Brook trout cSalvelinus tontinalis? was the primary spedid

Taund witthiia tew 'Breown thout (Saima trutis) calilectadiiin the |awer

reaches of both stre

A fish barrier was constructed in Geor Creek approximately 0O
miles below the confluence of Cornelius Creek. The Young Adult
Conservation Corpse (YACC), under the direction of Jim Smith, heipsd
design and build the fish barrier. The barrier was constructed of
rock—-filled gabion baskets. I ¢ (Eie = d o e
meter high watertalil. Belaow - mater large boulders wers
positioned to prevent scouring of the bottom subsirate and

underminig of the barrisr. The oarrier was lined with black plastic
to prevent seepage through the rock-+illed baskets.

ognstructicon of the barrier was compieted, George and

eks were poisoned an 19 August 1¥81. The five toxicant

s apart, with two on
The

Cornelius Creek zand - € 14 : Cr { he detoxitication
tation was ER g ! Barrier. Members of the
THEC helped maintaining the rotenone ip stations.
East =t Forks Shesep Cr G e » and Cornelius
zuruveyed in
e T e Ty pPDJ-c{E were

tehcullgi Belmeints aduced




Table 2. Concentrations, exposure times, and total amount of

rotenone and potassium permanganate used for

tish removal projects.

iearge Cornelius

Fork Mainstream Cr : reelk

octe 7 (ke

Sppm Sppm Sppm

]

cotassium-nermanoanats

concentration

fotal ussd

ratencne
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In an effort to develop x methodology for evaluating streams for

greenback introductions, two habitat models were examined. These
included the Habitaf Suitability Index (HSI) developed by
ish and Wildlife Service and Binns (177%) Habitat Quality
These models were examined with the cbhijective of

quantitatiuvely fuating candidate streams prior to introductions
of areenback cutthroat trout so that a prior estimate of their
pertormance attesr introduction coulid be made. &t present, candidate

reame are selecied mainly on subljective opinions. Field forms wers
developed to record intformation required by both models and =z
permanent file form was dewveloped to summarize the fisgld information

appendix B). These methodologies were performed on Como

i & measurements and compliete znalrysis of the methodologies

complete at this time.

for reintroduction of greenback
LE s s s e e
survey maps and =ftrsam : peys il i S tename i EOE L nleimi e n
potential streams were narrcowed down ta =z 1 @ g
CHliS = e S E by =ing tfollowing criteria
1y Streams =t i headwaters of either the
South Platte Piler drainag
2) The neadwaters ot i streams = rrotected from invasian

de, oth=r impassable

X manmade bharrisr,




3 The sitream must i i a low—-use are
4} The stream mus
reproducing population

A rating syetem based

barrier or potential for structi et B SR B SR Rie R

accessability and potential - eradication of nonnatiwve

set up as follows:

rating

Fish barrisr present.

Gacd it Rlen TR =

Low fisherman

Ready fop o ' ' introduction.

p ote x

d betore

barrier or barrier
marginal habitat.
zhing pressure,
sclamation potential.

ommended tor introduction of greenbacik

(]

'}
(8]

i}
- 1

% saut ey
1)




Antelope

Arapahoe

Bear Culch

Bell Gulch

Beaver Creck

South Fork Middle Boulder
Buck Gulch

Caribou Creck

Cave Creek

Central Gulch
Chipmunk Gulch
Colorado Creek
Coulson CGulch
Delonde Creck
DryStl Vrain
Ellsworth Creck
Fourmile Creck
Haiwkins Culch
Horseshoe Creck
Jasper Creek
Keystone Culch
Mamoth Gulch
Mitchell Creck
Park Creck
Pennsylvania Culch
Rattlesnake Culch
West Fork Little Thompson

Table 3. List of Streams to be Evaluated for Greenback Cutthroat Trout Introduction

Clear Creek

Barbour Fork
Bard Creck

Bear Track Creek
Beaver Dam Creek
Blue Creck

West Chicago Creek
Chicago Creek
Cottonwood Gulch
Cumberland Gulch
Devils Canyon
Dry CGulch

Ethel Creek

Fall River
Grizzly Gulch
Herman Gulch
Hoop Creek
Indian Creck
Kerney Gulch
Lake Fork Creek
Lake T'ork

Lost Creek
Leavenworth Creek
Mud Creek
Melvine Creek
Mill Creck

Nott Creek
Quayle Creek
Ralston Creck
Rose Creck

Ruby Creek

Ruby Creck

Soda Creck

Steel Creek
Stevens Gulch
Truesdale Creek
Tumbling Creek
Vance Creck
Warren Culch
Watrous Gulch
Hest Fork Creek
Wide Awake Culch
Woods Creek

Douglas

Bear Creek

Camp Creck

Cook Creek

Dry Gulch

Eagle Creck
Fourmile Creek
Garber Creck
Middle Garber Creek
North Carber Creck
South Garber Creek
Gove Creek

Jenny Gulch

Metz Canyon

Pine Creek

Last Plum Creek
Spring Gulch

Star Canyon

Trout Creek

Turkey Creek
Little Turkey Creek
Watson Park Creek
Wild Cat Creek

Jefferson

Bear Creck

Bear Gulch

Beaver Creek

Brusch Creek

Cabin Creck

Deer Creek

Elk Creek

Field Creek

Freemun Creek

Green Mountain Creek
Gunbarrel Creek
McCurdy Creek
Morrison Creek
Redskin Creek
Rolling Creeck

North Rolling Creek
Tanglewood Creck
Tramway Creck
Wigwam Creek

Gilpin

Arbuckle CGulch
Cottonwood Culch
Elk Creek

Elk Creek

Jenny Creek

Macy Gulch

Pecks Gulch

Larimer

Beaver

Little Beaver Creek
Boston Peak Creek
Box Elder Creek
Cedar Creek

Cow Creek

Dry Creek

Fall Creek

Fall Creek

Fish Creek

Fox Creek

Hells Canyon Creek
Jug Gulch

Lewstone Creek
Miller Fort
Mongtomery Creek
Panhandle Creek
South Fork Panhandle

, Poverty Gulch

- Skin Gulch

! Stove Prairie Gulch
' Swamp Creek

Trap Creek

Willow Creek
Willow Creek
Young Gulch

Park

Bluestern Draw

Bone Culch

Bruno Gulch

Burning Bear Creek
Camp Creeck

Craig Creek

Deep Gulch

Deer Creek

Duck Creek

North Elk Creek
North Fork Elk Creek
Francis Creek
Geneva Creek

Gibson Gulch
Gurnsey Creek
Holmes Gulch
Jefferson Creek
Jefferson Lake Fork
Kenosha Creek

Kirby Gulch

Lake Fork

Lamping Creek

Mill Gulch

Sawmill Gulch

Scott Gomer Creek
Shute Town Creek
Slaughterhouse Gulch
Smelter Gulch
Threemile Creek




Twentr—eight of the lF2 potential D-rated streams wers
in 1981, Surveyed streams were svaluted based on the potenti
areenbackiicuttheast pelintpoduc th on. Hiughtyimoderate  =and [ an
priortties were zigned to exch stream survered L Eed avs

High priority - should be considered for grzenback cutthroat

el e nalinEriaaict o,

Moderate pricrity - shouid be considered if no high pricority
reams ar
ekl il e {1 s - sho considered for greenbacl cutthroxt
Ut SR elin tRc | anciaienll s = e Thilm o).
Streams which were surveved and had good
looked at again were not given a priority
The follawing is an annotated list of streame which were

inwentaoried during |

Car i bou CreekKitributary of Meorth Bo
Surwvewed on 24 September 1981. Stream habj
to human actiwity in the area. Heavy use from four—wheel
has destroyed much of.the ripariansgraounditcaver and mining
near the headwaters hawve resulted inm heavy siltation of the
finedi = e dtiie e nE oo om oy s belsll imiin it e i+ =]
structures were install
+1low, and
aod. The lower reache P e s _reek +lows through

James Guercio, owner aribou FEanch, nas
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to its natural conditions,

reintroducing the greenback

ariaority stream.

Como CreelkKitributary of

Survered con 22 September 19231.

the
building a fish barrier,

cutthraat

Hor th

upper sections of Caribou Lresk

and

CRE

Boulder Creelk’

The lower resaches of Como Creeg

below the waterfxll harrier and lccated on the Caribou Ranch was

surveyed. Habitat was good with deep pools, adeguate cover, and good

e W S i e s

+1ow

determine |if

traut wer: aptured. The

Guercio, the ownesr of

reclamation of the

Focurmile Creeikitributary

Surveyed on September

ZE g i itat was marg

Mo carnris

—Zre

urveyed

attention oy

ctroshacking

cUtthreat

inal

conduted to

were the watsr+all. Mo

ol found br ook

the manch,

ower of

of Boulder Creek?

Upper resaches were surveyved above

with moderate and a few

were found, but -zl

ook trout was

=r

i El [ aese | =i -

wWas i Breuah b te aur

P Sl

stream surwvey crew found




and the habitat suita Pleip s I S0
good with lTarge deep
Mumsrous ams are prec creating
=6l mes we samp

Sl wEaEr S o Tie B

at water guality . ¥Sis indicat: i i2thal concentrations

heavy metals wers present in the water campl
4. A second water zample wiil be
and analyzed for ftoxic glements. Bar e e e Sip = 0

ish Darrd

the results of the secc
favorabls gnvironmentxl assessment re

B B et

Biue CreskKiiritoutary

Surveyed on 2 0O ' ¥ Habi ' = i e e E et S nid
RE i i sl e G R e
Ehiilcesiaeiiimr o aelddtriibitany o+ e

Surveyed on T ober 7 Hab ot wiin e = i £ waes goad
with large pools, EeMens s ncihiite it lleow S ST e =5 Spawning
haoitat waxs ad tar cutthraat trout zxbove ITdaho Springs
Ple S r g enline ot il Fiell el rsy R i k eservair s an stfectiv i=n
Barrien . sevep il =mal ; = oz the headwaters of Chicago creek and
the upper sections at : am should be surveyed

A pedre pt el R e RO R o R R i eleim
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caga CreekKitributary to Chicago Cresic

Surveyed on | October ¥21. Habitat in lower reaches was poor

with high gradient and +=w pococls. Mo tish were cbserved., The West

Chicago Creek area receives high r itonal uwuse. The upoper

rezches should be surwvered. This i€ & low pricrity stream.

Cumberiand Gulchitributary to Clear Creek:
Surveyed an 20 September 198Z. Habitat was poor with low flow
(<1.0cts? and no pools. Mo +fish were ocbserwed. No fish barrier was

found. Thi=s ie & low priority stream.

(Wi s BT tes i (Rl ] sl e
Surveyed on 4 Octoher FE in lower reaches was

Flow was moderate (2.0c+s?. Further investigation is neesded.

Bl e s iir ibutary af
Surveyed on 30 September habitat was
marginai with good cover and adequats pocls.
Hlu et ilans aused by wariable water
Erack iSEaU T s
arrier was found. iMost of the

e Pz 0e s e s e o p== e i e

L . S
UG e e e CREIE e

survered on 3 Octobar 7al fzbi Tat was moderate with few poal

Vo ke - and moderate G = ol nottom subszfra

arance with limited periphyton present. Hach ki
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wWwepedlh of 8.0, hardness of 102.4, and nit

2.2mg”1. Mo fish were observed. Steep gradient in lower

ssiainatural di shebarr e, Thicisoa dow priarg by

Ea i BidgEr i bty e Elear Grecil

veyed on 4 Oc tgber 1281 . Trout Habitat was poor in  lowep
Flow wxs moderzate (Z.0cfs2. Mo fish were ckssruved. Further
igation is n ded.

Crreemitributary of

el San @S et o b e PRSI L S e e sl s o e e S S

ient. Mo fish were obserwved This is & low pricrity sip
Leavenwor th Creselkitril ry of South Clear Creek)
Survewed on 29 September 1%82. Habitat was modera
adequate cover, = qood
ected or abser 5 series af watertalls in
e pesults et water guali &
concentr = of heavy metais (see
o e ted and analwvzed during pe.
5 o el el i =M aeEpd e ez i
aching trom the numercus mine *tailings ores
avenwor th Cr St e e it el Eir fEEls Shdr Eehn | Binie) = el e
i U RO T pHE T i zeul ts ot
are tavaorable., &n oenvironments

regort owil De prepared by the U.S5.
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Surveyed afn 30U

deep poois,

large

dams

are

Enpainco B diictte t hinie ot

[5-35cm) wers

tour wheeli

Creelkitributary

collected.

drive rozads

P

eptember

good cowver,

oLt
ho

and

iy

ot

were

bacrier

trails

iocated approximatel

as

twio mi i

The

= =

through private property and the upper reach

property. This is

itu d

Crraasl

Surwveyxed on

00 et B e et =

lower secti
the mainsi
o fish w
e Can i an.

ezt e ke

vehiclese and +oot
empire, Colorado.
quality anaxivsis

=

2AM .

‘reelkitrioutary

moderate priority stre

EEREU e

HiEE o

Darrter was

(i8]

~

“_

=l

(a{a@iaiE] SRl et

Many

am

sl Eie) o

=

m

11 o

desp

found.

ey
b ®

e mw

=

are

noaol s

@i

abowve

To

barren

Further

suppl

o+

inve

t
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a

tigatiaon

lower re

B G

SE s

e

TPl

is

te

from

collected amd numerous

SCCESs

water+all

wheeli

n

(E (eiEetsl OO g
HMumerous

the contluence.
brook trout
Timited to
1w

Service

wWas poor

few

er ponds

=
confluence with
driuve

iream +far

water

ity ] el e

Wit aeoad il
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STtewvens

yrveyed on

s, litt

few pcool

Tt om

1w
stream with

fish

Liocods Creelkki{tributary to

urvered

mine

i

Reservaoir

Hhoods

Zard

ate

fimited periphxton

o

L e T e el ey mhe  EEs & EResi

was poor to moderate
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2. Habitat

I moderate tlow (2.0c+
B had the appearance

at)

in Steven LR

present. Mo fish were

=,

barrier was pressnt. B0 ik e e e

Urad Reservair?

Sl oner 1SS Z 0 e el E e olldiliic Blieicis0t =
oroject. Mumerous rock Ganic

Ccreatsed pool s

am which

od with deep pool
grock trout were pr The drain pipe in

Al fe veliriii =R b apRliee B EGr thentl iimUas E i
= ztrzam.

T &=

a mader Bl fj e ] e

and Leavenuworith Creel heavwy

with

etz
Cadmium
Copper

Lead

A E Mo Th

2 feEa
FI F‘ tx
epb

AU (e oph
<10 ppb opb




Boston P=sak CreeWl(tributary to Cache la Foudre River, west
at Boston Peall
Survered on 12 October 1881, Trout habitat was marginal with 1ow
arnd few pools. &n impassable water+zail +ish barrier
ed. I+ ne

is successtully

transplanted

Ffor et ic

)

& moderate priocrity strea

=kKitrioutary of lest Creesk?
Surveved on 14 October 19381. Trout hHabit was good wi th

moderate flow (Z.0cfs), deep pools and sufficient cover. Mo

carrier was found. The majorifty of Cow Creek +lows thro

~ation with landownesrs wouid be

—

e —ail e e el e ct St n e = e e El e e B e O = B e T e e = e

Surveved on 1 dartats cli U Hazbi tat was poor due to law or no

+low. Mo fish were obhzerwue Threi s sadibow prioni byl stieam.




North iForil cafel 3 bt tle T hempson Biwver
ttributary of Little Thompson Riwver?

Surwveved on 15 October
tlucuaticns Decaus water diversion. Longrnose

£ el e ) fafpd ] Tehe s Cirele

Stove Prairie Gulchitributary of Cache l1a Poudre Riuver)

SURee G lEn i & ; Habi tat was poor dus to low £1ow

Mo fish wer e d TR = e ) el e SRR S

Thonpsaon Hiwver

River:

oraperty of many private owners

Barrieriwas Foundigihisaiiel o o priler it =tream.

Pamik "Eoun b
Genews Cr
October 158: Habi tat was good with
andla e 5 Siat e WRE
JCaEnitit s acen iz =Rl S Pma AR R el tRel E
Ho Darrier was found, but

i el e with Genewa Creek s xcid water
Hansiim g e e 2 Sl a8 e e e LR aimE i

znouid De

el e e
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CreekKitributary of North Fork of South Flatte Riuver:’
with adequate

In the upper

in this section was 4.0 ¢ 0 was towser 1imit

and hardness was 11%7.7mag 1. o the confluence

T el mh s e e dlE R o e cEom S ES EE aiE el Uias : wWith & white

precipitate = the Fh was S5.0. The acid water was probably due to
mining activities ted near the headwaters. @& watertall barrier
das located just abou i x + g of Scaott Gomsr Creek. Geneusz
Creek is & low pricority stre i potential of Genswva Creek acid
water proolsm oei I up should be investigated.
Kirb» CreeikKitributary

Surveyed on & Octobher (78 = E oaaui e ol
Sl = and S i o i i Ao i et e b Fhie daie Eas o e

(= e B el e R e i

cott Gomer CreselKitributary of Genewa Creelk:.

Surveyed on & October 1%81. Habitat was good with high flaow
o alict=sy S ima leen pOo and high cover are Wwas 7.0 and
hardness 1 S, & ol A onatural waterfa occated above the
contfluence with reel suttices az a tehDarrieriiIn

upper reaches should survered for zuita g sinir @t Rl inElsl e

Gl e ¥ 2tresam.




Sme 1l ter Sulchitributary
Surveved an & October 1%81.
good cover, and
A good watert=zll fish barrier (= Sincla

with Geneva Creek. Upper reaches should be survered for

=Bt =mdl F =R = e S el e R s pl oy

FRecommendations

bitat evaluation procedurse dewelooment.

Fuantitative evaluation of candidate streams would bes a usaful
tcol to the management of gresnback cutthroat trout. Development of
an appropriate evaiuation opreocedure should include monitorin
introduced copulaticons. For sxample how dosse growth;
population =ize; recruitment; compare to what was predicted
madel. Thiz type of model application would

oredicting responss of greenback populations to habitat improvemsnt.

In Coma Creek, measuremenis were made prior to improvements. Bx
approximating what variables will be affected by improvemsentis =z
prediction of the population response could be mad

habitat improvements have oceen implemsnted, resul

by closely monitoring the population.

Lo e T
Binns, HM.A. and (L Elserma 2o b RS e el = (el Sy e B GE a el e

~abitat in Wyoming. Transacticons of the American Fisheries
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STATE OF COLORADO
Richard D. Lamm, Governor
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION CF WILDLIFE

Jack R. Grieb, Director , Northeast Regional Office
6060 Broadway 317 West Prospect Street
Denver, Colorado 80216 (825-1192) FortlColuinsi GO 80526

July, 1981

Dear Landowners:

The greenback cutthroat trout illustrated on the followfng"page is on the federal
and state threatened species list. This colorful trout typically displays large
pronounced spots and red coloration over the lower sides, throat, and belly
regions. The greenbacks, which are native to Colorado, are presently found only
in a few isolated streams. One of those few remaining populations of this rare
trout exists in the headwaters of the Little South Fork of the Poudre River

above the Roosevelt National Forest boundary (see map on attached page).

During the past five years this population of greenback cutthroat trout has been
closely monitored by the Colorado Division of Wildlife. The results from these
surveys indicate the number of these fish is rapidly declining.

This year a serious effort is being made to reverse that trend. Signs will be
posted near the stream informing visitors of the closure to angling and status
of the greenback cutthroat. It is a federal and state offense to capture and/or
consume these fish. You can help us restore this population to a more stable
level by contacting the Law Enforcement section of the Ditvision at one of the

numbers listed below if you know of any one fishing in the area indicated on
the map:

825-1192 (Denver)
484-2836 (Fort Collins)

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.

Theodore Washington, Wildl#fe Biologist
Colorado Division of Wildlife
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STATE OF COLORADO
Richard D. Lamm, Governor
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DIVISION OF WILDLIFE

Jack R. Grieb, Director Northeast Regional Office
6060 Broadway 317 West Prospect Street
Denver, Colorado 80216 (825-1192) Fort Collins, CO 80526

July, 1981

Dear Landowners:

The greenback cutthroat trout illustrated on the following page is on the
federal and state threatened species list. This colorful trout typically
displays large pronounced spots and red coloration over the lower sides,
throat, and belly regions. The greenbacks are native To Colorado and are
presently found only in a few isolated streams.

One of the few remaining populations of this rare trout exists in Blackhollow
Creek. 1Its near extinction was the result of habitat degradation from man's
exploitation of natural resources and the introduction of nomnative trout
species. The brook trout replaced the greenback in high mountain streams;
brown trout replaced greenbakcs in lower, larger rivers; and the rainbow and
other cutthroat trout hybridized with the greenbacks.

In 1967 the U.S. Forest Service and Colorado Division of Wildlife constructed a
fish barrier on Blackhollow Creek, and all nonnative trowut species were removed.
However, several years later a fisherman reintroduced brocw trout above the
barrier. As a result, brook trout soon replaced the greemback cutthroat in Black-
hollow Creek. In 1979 the brook trout were again removed, and greenbacks were
reintroduced in 1980. Unfortunately, during the summer of 1980 two young boys
were caught trying to reintroduce a large, live rainbow trout above the barrier.
This relntroductlon attempt was 1llegal and would have resulted in the loss of

two years' work on Blackhollow.

This year a serious effort is being made to inform the public on the status of
the greenback cutthroat trout in Blackhollow Creek. Signs will be posted near
the stream informing visitors of the closure to angling and status of the green-
back cutthroati ' It is a federal and state offense to capture and/or consume
these fish. It is also a state offense to transport live game fish captured
from state waters. You can help us restore this population to a more stable
level by contacting the Law Enforcement section of the Division at one of

the numbers listed below if you know of any one fishing in Blackhollow Creek:

825-1192 (Denver)
484-2836 (Fort Collins)

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.

e

Theodore Washington, Wildlif e’Blologlst
Colorado Division of Wildlife
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