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a hIStorIcal perSpectIve of BIghorn Sheep dISeaSe 
In montana

*Jennifer Ramsey, Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, 1400 South 19th Ave., Bozeman, MT 59718

A historical overview of bighorn sheep disease in the state of Montana will be discussed
by summarizing causes of morbidity and mortality experienced by various Montana bighorn 
herds.  Changes in our understanding of bighorn sheep diseases, their impacts on herd health, 
and management strategies that may be directed at reducing risk of disease outbreaks in 
bighorn will be discussed.  Additional information and updates on current health testing 
protocols and a multi-state effort to standardize testing protocols for bighorn sheep will also 
be presented.


