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In species reintroductions, monitoring post-release movement of translocated individuals

can provide valuable insight into the factors influencing survival, site fidelity, and ultimately,
reintroduction success. Swift fox (Vulpes velox) populations in Montana are primarily the result
of multiple reintroduction efforts onto tribal lands in northern Montana and Canada, yet despite
those actions occurring >20 years ago, an approximately 350 kilometer range gap remains
between the restored population in northern Montana and southern populations near the borders
of Wyoming and South Dakota. The Fort Belknap Indian Community and partners are
translocating swift foxes both to promote connectivity in this range gap and to return an
extirpated species to Nakoda and Aaniiih sovereign lands. To date, we have translocated and
fitted 75 swift foxes with GPS collars to monitor post-release movement and measure progress
towards ecological and cultural goals. In addition to an overview of the translocation process
and early progress toward reintroduction benchmarks, we present preliminary results on the
effects of origin, individual factors, and release strategy on distance travelled in the first two
weeks post-release. We discuss the implications of findings from the first two years of
translocations in terms of adaptive management of the ongoing reintroduction and for future
conservation actions to promote this sensitive species.
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