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The “Timberline” subspecies (Spizella [breweri] taverneri) of the Brewer’s sparrow
is a little- known songbird breeding in high elevation treeline habitats of the
Canadian Rockies. Recent discovery of Timberline sparrows in Glacier National Park
raises new questions about it’s current distribution, abundance and biological status
in the United States. Field surveys of Timberline sparrows in Glacier National Park
in 1998 found approximately 50 breeding pairs in fifteen separate locations within the
park. I will discuss subspecific identification, vocalizations, habitat associations,
effective monitoring methods and plans for future research.
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