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Natural recruitment of pallid sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus albus) has not been observed in
the Missouri River above Fort Peck Reservoir, Montana, for at least the past 20 years. In an
effort to recover the species, 736 age-1 hatchery-reared juvenile pallid sturgeon (HRJPS) were
released in 1998 and 2,300 were released in 2002. However, the ecology of juvenile pallid
sturgeon is relatively unknown, and more scientific information is needed to assist in the
recovery of the species. Therefore, we examined the stomach contents of HRJPS and juvenile
shovelnose sturgeon (JSNS) (Scaphirhynchus platorynchus) from the Missouri River above
Fort Peck Reservoir from June through September 2003. Stomach contents from HRJPS and
JSNS were obtained using a gastric lavage to allow captured fish to be released unharmed.
Gastric lavage was performed on 61 JSNS and 16 HRJPS. Stomach contents were obtained
from 50 percent of the HRJPS and 71 percent of the JSNS. Fish remains, Ephemeroptera
nymphs, Chironomidae larvae, Trichoptera larvae, plant material, and detritus were found
in HRJPS stomach contents. Fish composed the majority of the wet weight of HRJPS diets
(82%), while Chironomidae composed 93 percent of the diet by number. Aquatic invertebrates
composed the majority of the diet for shovelnose sturgeon. In addition, no fish were found
in any shovelnose sturgeon stomach contents. This is the first documented food habits data for
juvenile pallid sturgeon and these data illustrate that pallid sturgeon are piscivorous as
juveniles.
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