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In Montana, burbot are native to the Kootenai, Missouri, and Saskatchewan drainages. To 

assess the distribution and status of burbot in Montana, we requested population characteristic 

data (e.g., length-weight data, catch per effort, population estimates) from fisheries biologists 

throughout the state. In addition, we surveyed biologists regarding their opinions about the status 

ofburbot in their area. We were able to obtain and analyze trend data from several populations 

throughout Montana, but most of these data were from incidental catches while biologists were 

sampling for other species. Thus, low sample size was a common problem with these data and 

made any conclusions regarding population trends relatively unreliable. Fisheries biologists 

throughout the state also agreed that data was limiting to make any recommendations regarding 

the status of burbot in Montana. Where standardized long-term data sets existed, burbot 

population abundance was highly variable and likely related to discharge. We recommend that 

standardized sampling be incorporated for monitoring burbot populations and that sampling for 

burbot be specifically targeted in areas that are identified as potential spawning and rearing 

habitat. Despite that burbot are native to much of Montana, little is known about their overall 

status, usefulness as an indicator species, and function in fish assemblages. 
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