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The project's purpose was to assess the effects of highways in the Western United States 

on elk (Cervus elaph11s) and elk habitat. Elk are an important wildlife resource in the Western 

United States and have significant social and economic values. Elk also are a focal species for 

most western state wildlife agencies and land management agencies. The authors quantified 
the existing direct and indirect effects pf highways on elk habitat on a state-by-state basis and 

propose mitigation measures based on the impacts. The results will have widespread implica­

tions to state wildlife agencies, land management agencies, transportation agencies, conserva­

tion groups and the general population that is concerned about elk conservation. The authors 

also quantified elk mortality on highways and provide recommendations to mitigate elk mor­

tality, habitat loss and improve highway safety for motorists. The project was supported by the 

USDA Forest Service and Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation. 
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