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BRUCELLOSIS SURVEILLANCE IN FREE-RANGING MONTANA ELK —
SURVEILLANCE CHALLENGES AND RESULTS
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Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks has conducted surveillance for brucellosis in elk
(Cervus elaphus) since the early 1980s. Occurrence of brucellosis in a domestic cattle herd in
Montana has raised a concern producers have about potentially infected elk transmitting the
disease to cattle. Recent events have increased the challenges of obtaining adequate samples
and interpreting standard serologic tests. Based on historic records brucellosis in free-ranging
elk has only been documented within the Greater Yellowstone Area with a sero-prevalence
of <4 percent. Sero-prevalence seemingly has not changed greatly over time, but new
confounding factors are influencing surveillance activities. A brief history of surveillance
efforts, new challenges faced in conducting surveillance and interpreting serologic test results
and recent survey findings were presented.
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