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ABSTRACT

We electrofished and snorkeled stremms in the Henry’s Fork watershed upstream of and
including Fall River, the Teton River watershed, and the Snake River Pl@n Sinks drainages
adjacent to the western edge of the Flenry’s Fork watershed to assess the distnibution of Yellowstone
cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarki bouvieri). Yellowstone cutthroat trout were present in
20 of 138 reaches of stream sampled in the Henry's Fork watershed. They were isolated from
nonnative salmonids in all or part of eight of the 20 reaches. This represents occupancy in about
17 percent of the historic range of the subspecies and exclusive occupancy in about 3 percent
thereof. Yellowstone cutthroat trout were observed in 35 of 48 streams sampled in the Teton
watershed and were the only trout species observed in five of these 35 streams, representing
occupancy in about 89 percent of fish-bearing habitat and exclusive occupancy in about 19
percent of fish-bearing habitat, all of which lies within the historic range of the subspecies. In the
Sinks drainages, Yellowstone cutthroat trout were observed in 19 of the 38 streams surveyed
and were the only trout species observed in seven. They occupied about 52 percent of fish-bearing
habitat and exclusively occupied about 19 percent of it. We do not know with certainty whether
the Sinks drainage streams lie within the historic range of Yellowstone cutthroat trout.
Distribution of Yellowstone cutthroat trout within their historic range has drastically declined
throughout the Henry’s Fork watershed; however, additional populations have been established
outside of the subspecies’ historic range. The status of Yellowstone cutthroat trout within its
current range is uncertain because of the lack of genetic information and the presence of nonnative
salmonids.
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mylkass) into the lower Snake River
system, the historic range of the

INTRODUCTION
The Yellowstone cutthroat trout

(Oncorhynchus clarki bouvieri) is the most
widely distributed and abundant inland
cutthroat trout subspecies in North
America (Varley and Gresswell 1988).
Following deglaciation (6,000-8,000
years ago) and subsequent invasion of
redband rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus
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subspecies included the Snake River
above Shoshone Falls, the Yellowstone
River drainage downstream to the
Tongue River, and two now extinct
populations in Waha Lake, Idaho, and
Crab Creek, Washington (Behnke 1992).
Although once widespread, the
distribution of Yellowstone cutthroat
trout has declined to the point where the
subspecies has been petitioned for
listing under the Endangered Species
Act. Varley and Gresswell (1988)
estimated that in the late 1980s,
genetically pure Yellowstone cutthroat
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