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ABSTRACT

The 8444-kan* Henry’s Fork watershed lies in eastern Idaho and western Wyoming. It is
bounded by the Continental Divide to the north, the Yellowstone Plateau and Teton Range to the
east, the Big Hole Mountains to the south, and the Snake River Plain to the west. The Upper
Henry's, Lower Henry's and Teton hydrologic units comprise the watershed, whose major streams
are the Henry’s (North) Fork of the Snake, Teton and Fall rivers. Recently formed volcanic
features, including the Snake River Plain, Island Park Caldera, and Madison and Pitchstone
plateaus, dominate the geology. Mean annual temperature and precipitation, respectively, range
Jrom about 5.3° C and 30 cm at the lowest elevations (1400 m) to less than 1° C and over 100 cm
at the highest elevations (3300 m). Pine, fir and spruce forests dominate upland areas; sagebrush
steppe and cultivated agricultural land are found at lower elevations. Native people used the
area seasonally for fishing, hunting and gathering. The areawas first settled by Euro-Americans
in the mid- to late 19* century and remains sparsely populated. The watershed boundary roughly
coincides with that encompassing the ldaho counties of Fremont, Madison and Teton, where
Jobs are provided primarily by agniculture and other natural-resource-related occupations,
comstruction, service industries and goverronent. About 50 percent of the watershed is federally
owned, and forest, range and agriculture account for about 95 percent of land use. The watershed
1s well known for seed potato production and outstanding outdoor recreational opportunities,
most notably fishing, snowmobiling, and skiing.
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conflicts over water management issues
(Van Kirk and Griffin 1997). Yellowstone

INTRODUCTION
The Henry’s Fork of the Snake River

has been well known throughout the
country for its outstanding ¥rout fishing
opportunities since the 1880s. The rich
agricultural land along the river’s lower
reaches is equally well known to the
agricultural community as the world’s
largest seed-potato production area (Van
Kirk and Griffin 1997). The cultural and
economic significance of angling, on the
one hand, and irrigated agriculture, on
the other, have made the Henry’s Fork
watershed a natural battleground for
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and Grand Teton national parks flank
the watershed'’s east side, further
adding to the complexity of natural
resource management in the area. Over
the past two decades, water and other
natural resource management issues in
the watershed have received national
attention, both for the intensity of
conflicts over them and for the eventual
success of collaborative watershed
research and management efforts. In
natural resource management cirdles,
the watershed is now as famous for its
successful watershed council as for
fishing or potato production (Van Kirk
and Griffin 1997, Weber this issue). The
contents of this issue illustrate the
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