
July 10 , 1970 

. r . red Carleton Harris 
tk1nsv1lle , v . 

uear i \r . iarr1s, 

I am ma1lin you by registered insured mail Jeannette •s 
copy ·or your thesis . certainly profited from read1n@" 
it , · but you say you wan~ it to talce to .ontana, so I 
am sendi : it ,o k~ you . 111 you pleAae let her know 
I have done so? 

"ou asked for comments . Perhaps I could best help you
with a few comments on the ontana situations . where you
sometimes don ' t quite understand them~ I sure I ' d 
have a ha.rd t1, "ri t1ng about Geor •• " ell them, 

p-.. 2 gold loades . Th1nk you mean lode§ . .. ut it •s not 
-~~ us• • ~~tter Just to say mines A lode is 

just one type of gold ore place~ent . 

p . J You pear to be referr1ng to the ~ezperce Indian 
war of l ~ 77, three ye~rs before J»· was born, and to the 
particular incident of the shooting of women -lr children 
at lribbon •s . ass . Your facts and interpretation rather 
shakJ. est to read up on it. • 

P• 4 Condi t1ons 1n Boston 1n contrast to those of . ontana.e 
You under-emphaaize . 

1p . 20-" ' on " . voting s1 tuation. 1ontana had not 
yet been ct1str1cted tor two represetnatives , which was 
why the;y ran t larsr _ • J was ac·tu.a.lly 2nd and would not 
have been elected 1n a single rnemberd1strict-•e1ther 
estern or eastern . ~his dramatized to her , and still 

does , the importance of Proportional epresentation and 
preferential voting. Also (19) perhaps not too much 
emphasis should be· put on efflcaoy of ei 11n ~t- - ' s au 
as far · ontana vo'ters·went , thou do doubt he gav 
usetul dvice , loan'3d money.. • not popular in ont • ,. 
otice how 1ny times he ran tor office himself , ·-mn 

only once . Also , p . 5 , "gerrymander" not a very good 
word , thou •. I have often heard Jtt use .1 t 1n th1s fashion . 
~he was western 1ontanan, and it was dom1nated by Butte 
(60 , 000 people , one-si.th of the population of i. ontana) and 
1 t was very atron . ·. l:lemocra«s1c . It you are .,. n to d1 v1de 
ontana into two \#On. ~ress1onal districts . what else oan you

do but divide it e s t and west? 

https://one-si.th
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. 33 opaps .fu.f????. haps are a cQver1ng for the legs ,
mostly to ke~p hem warm , worn while riding. Sometimes 
they are of cowhide or other tur . But cannot understand 
••trimming her skirts with chaps fur?" ~ 

u . 56-57 Interpretation or lutte str1ke 1917 and I 
rather stran ;i;e , tr1 -e •rfas result of mine fire whic,h 
' illed someth1·1 like 125 people , but it was more or 
less leaderless, due to the destruction of iners • 
nion 1914. Actually there were four feeble unions at 

the time , one of them~ . . True that the ~ ••made 
the most effort and furnished the strongest leadership . 
This 1s a very complicated situation. Your remark about 
the l\. growin out of the Colorado strikes 1s a very
aprt1al truth , t best . Also "mediate" not quite the 
word . You might be interested 1n reading 3~1ssenden, 
Paul . , .e I I A study of Ameripgn synd1cgl1sm 1 

ew York , l · ,: • and The Launch1n,e; of the I ndustrial x,o;rkers
of the \.orld , 1913 , A.nd ''The 1:1utte i1ners and the hustling 
Card" 1n £'he American ...-.conom1c hev1ew , (Deeember, 1920)
755.715 . This last 1s a short Rrt1cle and may give you
all the 1nformat1on you want . '£here are two recent books 
on the , Renshaw and DUbofsky . 'hey are not very good
and of course you don ' t want to go into this anyway ., 
as 1t is certainly far far awq ~rom your central interests . 

I certainly enJoyed reading your thesis , and think you have 
done a tremendou job. 

ould 1t be pos lble for you to have a copy of your Ph. D. 
thesis e for e , t my expense , of course? 

It was nice to see you 1n asbington , and also your lovely
wife . l , se ve mukx her my regards . 

1th .11 best wishes in the continuance of your project , 

( 1rs . -ouis uc . . 1th 



, 

You may not remember me, but I was in the old age assistance 
division in the Clark County welfare department in 1943-45. 
txxawxassxmssx~.-r,:x:num•x~••t•x4•~xx I have been a lot of places
since then and I expect you have, too. We are here in 
Seattle for the summer, while my husband is visiting professor
in the medical school, and I am taking the opportunity to 
do some local research for a book I am writing. I ran 
across your name yesterday, in the library of the U. of w. 
school of social science, and I think perhaps you are the 
person who can help me. Excuse me while I take a little 
time to explain what I need. 

I am writing a book on Jeannette Rankin, who, as you 
know was the first woman elected to Congress, and kad a 
significant part in the woman suffrage movement and the peace 
movement. She died last year at the age of 9J. We w•ee personal ~riends 

She graduated from the University of Montana in 1902, 
taught school for a while, decided she wanted to be a 
chJldren's worker, went to the New York School of Philanthropy,
and in 1909-1910 worked first in a children's home in 
Spokane, and then in one in Seattle. At this time, 
torn apart by the tragedies of the children, she decided 
she couldn't take working directly with them·, and further, 
that protective legislation was needed. She went to the 
University of Washington and took courses in public
speaking and political science to prepare herself to 
champion such legislation, At the same time, the the 
campaign for woman suffrage in Washington was going on; she 
took part in it, and this was how she got started in the 
suffra~e movement and in politics. So her year's stay 
here was really a crucial part of her career. 

Now, I would like to know more about these children's 
homes. In Seattle she lived right in the home. The 
Seattle city directory tor 1910 gives f1'l1rhomes where she 
might have been, and the one I consider most likely is 
the Washington Children's Home Society, Rev. L. J. Covin*ton, 
state supt, J2J NY block; receiving home E. 65th and Jones 
sts, Ravenna Heights, Mrs. Grace H. Kittredge, matron. 
Because she had worked in Spokane,• it seems likely that 
she transferred from one brance of the society to another. 
Also, this location, appears to be one from which she 
could have walked to the Univermty of Washington to classes. 

I took this information to the librarian of the 
School of Social Science, and she found the present
address of the Children's Home Society of Washington, which 
seems to be about the same, and it says Elizabeth Bannister, 
state director. 



I wouldn't expect tbe society to have' a list of employees 
back that far, although when you start out to do rese.arch 
like that, you never can tell what you will fi1'd. What I 
would be happy with would be any information to flesh out the 
picture---what the home was like in those days, what were the 
regulations, how many children there were, how many emplpyees. 
Perhaps none of this is available1 there may be some other 
fact. I~ might not make more than a short paragraph in the 
book, but it would be an important paragraph. 

If you can help me on this, I would surely be 
grateful. Perhaps some brochure with some of this was issued 
some time, on an anniversary, or a fun~-raising campaign. 

It would be nice to meet you again, too, and hear 
what you have been doing. We are living here in Lake Forest 
in a rented house, the phone number is . 
Our 11•:zm-x "permanent" home at the momemt is in Blacksburg, 
Virginia. 

We were in Seattle last summer, too, and I went to 
Vancouver for a few days to see Pauline Windell. She gave 
a luncheon, at which Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Burhans, May Twidwell, 
and other& were present, I was surprised how many people 
from the old days she could produce. It was very enjoyable. 

Give me a ring when conveninnt. Tuesdays and Thursdays 
I susually go in to the library to work, so some other day 
you are more apt to catch me home. Or evenings. 

Again thanks for anything you can do. 

(Mrs. Louis DS. Smith) 
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lloo Highland Circle SE 
Blacksburg, Va. 24060 

Feb. 11, 1974 

Xerox University Microfilm 
Dissertation Copies
PO Box 1764 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 48106 

Please send me Serox copies of the following disseraations, 

Harris, Ted Carlton 
Jeannette Rankin, Suffragist, First Woman Elected to 

Congress, and Pacifist. 
University of Georgia, 1972 
No. 73-5707 

Schaffer, Ronald 
Jeannette Rankin, Progressive Isolationist 
'Princeton 
No. 59-5221 

enclose check for $20.00. 

Yours very1nly, 

Norma Smith 

1100 Highland Circle SE 
Blacksburg, Va. 24060 
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1100 Highland Circel SE 
Blacksbur~, Va. 24060 
April 8, 1974 

MisB .Alice Paul 
Belmont liou ■ e 
1028 Connecticut e.ve. NW 
Washin~ton, D. c. 

Dear Mias Paula 

About three yea.rs a~o your friend and mine, Mi&u1 Jeannette 
Rankin, su~g•sted to me that I should call on you. I am 
sorry that circumstances have hitherto made it impo ■ a1ble 
for me to do so. 

Jeannette and I were friends for 10 years before her 
deeth, and visited extensively 8t each other's houses in 
Montana and Georgia. She knew that I planned some day 
to write a biography of her, and was very cordial about 
it. Thi ■ biography ls now under way, and I should, 1f 
like to call pn you this spring, if possible. Would some 
time next month be convenient for you? 

Perhaps before you answer you would like to know something 
about me. I am 61. I was a newspaper woman in my youth, 
and about 12 years a~o I earned a master of history degree 
at Montana State. I grew up in Idaho, lived in Montana 
for 17 years, and now live in southwest Virginia. I am, 
of course, aware of the three Ph. D. disserta.tions that 
have benn written on Miss Rankin's career, but my biography 
is intended for general consumption. I hope, however, to 
place Miss Rankin's life properly inits historical context. 

Hoping to hear from you, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Norma. Smith (Mrs. Louis ns. ) 



Vita 
Norma Smith 

Born, Norma Longete1~, March 1, 1913, Mohler, Idaho. 
Education: BA, journalism, u•iversity of Idaho, 19331 MS, history,

Montana State University, 1961. 
Experiences Newspaper reporter, secretary, social worker, 

editor, free lance. Light verse published in Saturday 
Evening Post and other magazines.

Married, three children, three grandchildren. 

I met Jeannete Rankin in Montana in 1964, told her I planned 
to write her biography. She neither approved nor disapproved,
but we became close friends, and she invited me to be her 
guest for days at a time in Helena, Montana, and Watkinsville, 
Georgia. She also visited me in Bozeman, Montana, and Atlanta 
Georgia, for overnight visits or longer. Serious family
emergencies prevented me from writing for several years, 
but I kept up my notes and files. 

During the last few years of her life, when I would spend 
a week with her in Georgia in March, graduate students and 
magazine writers were interviewing her with tape recorders. 
She put up with it, but hated it, so I never used one. 
We had long conversations on many subjects, politics current 
and past, the woman's movement, life in the south and life 
in Montana, religion, gardening, how to start a balky car. 
I tried to take notes from memory every evening, but I 
now find that I remember much that I never put in notes. 
Especially quotations, words she used. 

We had much in common, (1) Although I was a generation 
younger, I was still old enough to ~nderstand a little of 
her earlier experiences, and I have parents of her alll 
age who still live in Idaho, just across the Bittellbot 
Mountains from where she lived. (2) I was a westerner, 
born 1n Idaho and living 17 years in Montana. (i) I had 
been a social worker and was interested in humanitarian 
causes. (4) I had always been interested in politics, 
followed 1t closely, and came from a political family.
We agreed on nearly all the larger social and political
issues, but we didn't always vote the same way. (5) We 
both enjoyed nature, flowers, gardening, were both ••country
girls" she said with a 11ttle sm1le--because the phrase 
has a southern connotation. (6) I had seen as much or 
even more of the United States as she hads though I 
couldn't match her overseas travels. (7) We were both 
womenr 1t makes a difference. 
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Telephone: 524-6020 

July 11, 1974 

Mrs. Louis DS. Smith 
5847 181st Street N. E. 
Seattle, Washington 98115 

Dear Mrs. Smith: 

Thank you for your letter of July 10th directed 
to Miss Bannister. 

She is away from her desk on vacation until 
the 29th of July, and I feel sure she would want me to 
advise you of this so you will understand the delay in 
a rep 1 y. 

Thank you for your patience. 

!'rcere!y, 1/
V /JrIi&tL .6, 1(P .lv 

vbk Vi rg (n i a B. Karr 
Administrative Secretary 

• OFFICES: 

A Uniled \YayAgency Chehalis □ Seattle □ Spokane O Tacoma □ Va n co uver O Walla Walla O Wenatchee O Yakima 



584? 181st s t . NE 
Seattl e , Wash . 98155 
August 6 , 1974 

Manuscr1nts d i vision 
Library 
University of •~ntena 
~issoula , ~ontenA 

Dear Sirs, 

I Rm 1nqu1r1ng a.a to the whP-Ee~bouts of the papers 
of Jeannette RAnkin. I ru, R friend or hers uho 
if: ?)resently !lt work on a biography of her . Some 
nr~lhi1nery chabterR are now be1n,.. rend by two 
nubl\ shers ana the ·-1hol e book 1 s sk etohoo on t in 
first craft. 

• hen I 1,. st s1'w her 1 n Geor,#faP 1n 1971 the •~ ·,ers 
••ere ,t;o1np bRc' • and forth from John Roa in 
GrPat FPlln to Ted Harris in rntk1nsv1lle , Ga ., 
bot.h of whom were work1 rHr ()n thPF:es; hm ever I 
hopP they heve now coMe to re~t 1n your f1lP, 
drawers or bo~es . 

I ,,) ~n to be in 1 1ssouln •or several CAye about 
thf' c8th tif AuQ:ust , and I °" onaer !.f 1 t would be 
po~·1ble for ~e to see them at that time . 

I \ ould appreciate any 1nform.st1on you can g1 ve meJ 

YourF very truly , 

( rs . Louis DS . bmith) 

'Perha.ps _ should add that I am a fo~er ontanen. 
have an 8 1n history . and thf\t r . ,• err111 
Burl1n~B~e , Boze·ru1, retired head of the hi rstory 
department at Montano. State University , is reaoing 
my ~Anuscr1nt for h1stor1aal cr1t1c1sm . The 
above address is temporary for the su~rrer only. 
My neIT'm,e.nt a.c1dreRR is 1100 t 11!'.hland ~ 1rcle. SE ., 
Blacksbur~ , Va . 24060 . 

https://neIT'm,e.nt
https://Perha.ps


5847 NE 181st st . 
Seattl e , Wash. J8155 
August 6 , 1974 

Miss Elizabeth Banni ster 
State Director 
Children's Home Soci ety of Washington 
Seattle. Wash . 98115 

Dear Elizabeth, 

Thank you so tnuch for your lle1p last Friday , 
and please than.~ your Rtart"ror me too , 
especi ally the girl who did a l]ll: tha t readi ng 
and made all those notes . 

The More I think of 1t the more I am conV1nced 
that 1 t was the Washington Chi l dren •s Home 
Society for which Jeannette worked, but I 
think it must have been only a few months , 
tor there is a transcript at the u. of 
Washington for the 1st semest er, 1909- 1910 . 
It 1s hard to figure 1 t out , however, for 1 t 
also says "admitted. 2- 14-10". The people
who did the Ph.D . theses put.it this way, 
she worked for "Children's Home Societies 
(in capital letters) 1n Spokane Md Sea.tt.e . '' 

Again, th,mk you so much . It uas n1ce to 
see you again . 

S1neere-ly, 



5847 181st st NE 
Seattle , Wash . 98155 

I 

August 6 , 1974 

Ryt her Children ' s Home 
2400 NE 95th 
Seattle, Wash •. 98155 

Gentlemen" 

I am wondering 1f you have any records going 
back to 1909. I am engaged in writing a 
biography of Jeannette Rankin of Montana , the 
first woman elected to Congress . She may have 
worked for your agency 1n 1909-1910. 

She was a professi onal eoc1al worker , having 
graduated from the Universi ty or Montana 1n 1902 
and the Kew York school of Ph1lanthropr 1n 1909 . 
She then went to Spokane and then See:£tle to 
work as a children•s home f1nder . Of course 
she might not have worked for Ryther, but 
I am trying to find out where she was . 

If you have an1 information from those early 
years I would be pleased to heve 1t. 

Sincerely , 

(Mrs . ) Non:ia Smith 
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5847 181st st. NE 
Seattle Wash . 98155 
August 6 , 1974 

Beattle Childrens Home 
2142 10th ave. ~ . 
Seattle. Wash. 98119 

Gentlemen a 

I am engaged 1n writing a biography of JeMnette 
Rankin of ¥ ontana, the f1rst uorriAl'l to be elected 
to Congress. 

She was a professional social worker, and was 1n 
Seattle in 1909 and 1910 , working as a children. • s 
home finder, At least part of the t1me she lived 
1n the home w1th the children . It was 1n Seattle 
that she became 1snterested 1n woman suffrage and 
eventually got into pol1t1cs . 

Do you have any records or 1nformat1on of any 
kind that go back that far? She may , or may not , 
have been working for your agency, 1t could have 
been Ryther or the Washington Ch1ldren •s Home 
Society. 

If, however , you do have any information . I would 
be glad tohear from you. 

Yours very truly , 

(Mrs . ) Norma Smith 



5847 181st st . NE 
Seattle, Wash . 98155 
August 21 , 1974 

Mr . John Board 
1500 17th st S. 
Great Falls , Montana 

Dear Mr . Boards 

Thank you for returning my call , also your cordiality 
with respect to Jeannette's papers . 

You may wish to know something of the background; 
we are in Seattle this summer whwe my husband is 
visiting professor in the med i cal school . We now 
live in Blacksburg , Va ., but were in Bozeman 17 
years , where he was dean of the graduate school . I 
have a m9ster ' s degree in history, and did my
thesis on the Butte Miners ' Union . Previously
I had been a newspaper woman , free lance writer , 
and social worker . 

Jeannett e knew for 10 years that I planned to 
write her biography, and she was always very 
corial . She i nvited me to visit her in Helena 
and she stayed with us in Bozeman. one winter 
when my husband was consulting in At lanta I saw 
a great deal of her . Then shen we moved to Virginia 
in 1967 she i nvited me to spend a week each year 
with her in March ( to see her daffodils , she said . ) 

Several serious family emergencies prevented me tm 
from starting serious work on the book . Then in 
the meantime Ted Harris began work ing on his Ph . 
D., mt using a tape recorder , which she hated , but 
put un with. I did not think I coul d i nflict 
another one on her . However , I have a large stack 
of notes , gathered from conversation over 10 years . 

We will be leaving here Saturday for a couple days 
with my parents , in Lewiston , Idaho. Will be 
driving from there to Great Fal l s on Tuesday the 
27th . I will call you either Tuesday evening or 
Wednesday noon. In the meantime, should something 
turn up that you are unable to be there , my parents • 
phone 1s 74J-1384. 

I am looking forward to meeting you , and would like 
to discuss a couple problems with you . 

Sincerely, 

Norma Smith 



RYTHER CHILD CENTER 

2 4 0 0 N. E. 9 5 t h 5 T R E E T SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98115• 
September 16, 1974 

Mrs. Norma Smith 
5847 181st NE 
Seattle, Wa. 98155 

Dear Mrs. Smith: 

In reply to your letter of August 6 asking for infor­
mation regarding Jeannette Rankin of Montana, we are 
sorry that we have no records availabe dating back 
to personnel of the "Mother Ryther" days. Our records 
only go back to 1935. 

We are sorry we cannot be of more assistance. 

Sincerely, 

/ / ;/ . 

~(PA ?'?t-UL ' /~
-)" ' ~ 

Barbara ans 
Assistant to Director 

BJ;bb 



1100 Highland Circle SE 
Blacksburg , Va . 24060 
OctobeT 7 , 1974 

Mentana Historical Library 
225 North Roberts 
Helena , Montana 59601 

Dear Ms . Meloy1 

Thank you , ana your staff , for your hel when I 
was there in early Sep t ember looki ng for material 
on Jeannette Rankin . 

Unfortunately , one favor leads to another , and I 
wonder if you would xerox an article for me from 
the Pacific Northwest W.uarterly , which is not 
availabie here . Please sena a bi ll , of course . 
The article is 

Huetter , Richard T. "Showdown i n Mont ana , 1938 1 
Burton K. Wheeler ' s Rof e i n the Defeat of 
Jerry O' Connell ." Pac . NW Quarterly , LIV 

(January 1963) , P5· zSJ 
The author ' s name ,axxY ; sspelled , if i it ' s 
who I think it is , "'but you will be able to find 1t . 
That ' s the way my reference reads . 
Your help will be much appreciated . 

Yours very truly , 

Norma Smith 



xxxxx:xxxxxxxx 

1100 H1ihland C1rile WE , 

OOtober 28 . 1974 

Mr . John Board 
1500 17th et . S . 
Great Falls . Montana 

Desr Mr . Board 1 

•·y husband and I enjoyed meeting 7ou and your
wife 1n Septe"ber . ~e were sorry thBt you were so 
busy that there was no chance to talk , but we both 
understood that you had your professional respons1b111 ti es . 

Thank you so much tor letting me see the Jeannette 
Rankin materials , and smx also for your permission to 
make ~m,, copies . As you said . there ls not much 
there to add to the history , however I dld f1nd some 
things very useful to the writer of a book for general 
reading, things that flesh out the pic ture . 

The more I work on this the more I realize how 
unueual a person she was , and h•r life was a lot more 
interesting than just the fact that she was the f i rst 
woman elected to Congress and voted against two World 
Wars . It was a great experience to know her , even 1n 
her old age , ss I ' m sure you will agree with me . 

I am retum1ng herewith the old photograph of 
the kankin fami l y , which I had copi ed by a professional 
photographer, natur a lly Xerox was not good enough for 
that . Thanks ag 1n. 

With best regards , 



1100 1• ~7 d '1rcle J 

•l~oksbur,r; , Va . 24060 

1 oYember 2_S , 1974 

H1stor1oal ,ociety o, ontana L1brary 
225 orth ~berta 
·elen", ontan,1:1 59601 

Dear s . elo71 

"! nk you for send1n.- e the c .. or a 1, , r•i 

An 1rt1ele 1n the ' • ct fie ort h1 est ~arterl:, . 
.~rter I ··ent you that reque ·t, 1. occurrect to e 
that ~ I hould not have done so , 1 had 
thou ·nt you ~1,ht have this journal on your ~helTes, 
but ' • , 1 did not, a.na I nut to the trouble or 
wr1t1nr to eAttle for 1t l q olo~1?.e. I 1ec~ 
I c ,1 7- • ve thou ht of sb"'e other way to ,.-et 1t . 
In fact, I could ask the .. 1 library here to do 1t, 
but r ha't'e to 11e a little about 1t and pretend
that I { a faculty member , or else that y 
1us' nc neec,.., 1' .-or e;•, .. e of h1 s 1crob1ol 1 1cel 
research . 

But an,~ ay , tha.nk you for tb1s . I a enclos1 
a check f'or • ~ to rftpay you for your ti e, troubl , 
stamp ■ , etc ., • t you nan Just consider an7 
reaa1nder as a contr1'but1on to the Soc1et7 rro 
•Y' husband . 

I presume you have seen the lm~s reT1ew of 
·tann h Joseohson's book on ~•eannette :in . new 
this wns comir. out , but haTe not yet been 1ble to 
obtatn a copy . review ls rather stra, ~. I 
an «o1n ahead wlth my own book an7way , \ hioh e~ s 
to bt, ulte 1fferent 1n treat ,ent . 1...- ls n rlyI 

r1nlshed 1n second draft . / 

1th best regards , 

• Onta 1th 



MONT<AN:A HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
~unded /86"> 

225 N. ROBERTS PHONE (406) 449-269-l HELENA.MONTANA 59601 

January 8, 1975 

Norma Smith 
1100 Highland Circle S.E. 
Blacksburg, Va. 24060 

Dear Mrs. Smith: 

You were correct in assuming the Pacific Northwest Quarterly was held here. 
I am happy to know the page arrived safely. 

Thank you very much for your generous check as a donation to the library. We 
have set it aside for some special acquisition. 

According to Montanans whose opinion I value, Hannah Josephson's book was a 
disappointment. Her resources must have been untrustworthy in many respects, 
as errors abound. It always seems a shame to us in the research world that 
a mediocre biography is the first one published because succeeding biographers 
can only continue their work with frustration and some sense of discouragement. 

We look forward to the completion of your book. 

Sincerely yours, 

;.' • .--~~/ . .,, .· ,,,,, 

~,,~-~-- ~;,,,/6 c. //2 r",:y ·-....... 
(Mrs.) Harriett C. Meloy 
Librarian 

HCM/bn 



1100 Highland Circle SE 
Blacksburg, v~. 24060 
January Jl, 1975 

Mrs. Harriett C. ~eloy 
Li'hrar1an 
~ontana H1stor1cal Society 
22 5 N . .R ~berts 
Hel~ng, '-'cmt!l.?V\ 59601 

Dear ~rs. ~eloy, 

Thank yo•.1 for your letter of Jsm11ary 8. 

Ism within four or five chapt~r• of finish1ng fflY book, 
ancl. w1thln a aaonth of be~nn1ng to look for a publii:her. 
It would b~ useful 1f you could give me permission to 
u~e your lette1·, especially a the part abo~t the inaccuracy 
of thf" Jo2t'phson blo@:ra_phy. Would this eubarass you 1n 
any w&y#, It' so, of c:>urse, I would not ask. 

I hp,ve the Josephson boe>k I have not read it, because I 
don• t want to be infiuencod until l ar1 through \'llri tin6 . 
~hen 1r I find any different interpr~tatlon I will think 
about it, and if I find 1t is right, will say so and 
g1v~ heir the crecUt. I did flip through it, and found 
a lot of errors in the half dozen pages I read. 

As an exaMple, she says the Wash1ngton suffrage campaign 
of 1910 was run by May Arkwright, J\.b1ga11 Scott ..;unniway, 
and Em-niR Smith DeVoe. May Arkwright's name waa May Ark~r1ght 
Hutton (one of our most interesting western characters), 
Mrs. J>un1we.y was about 85 and lived 1n Oregon, &he had 
nothin~ to do w1th the 1910 campaign. Em&a Smith Devoe 
ts ri~ht, with qualifications. The question that ooaea to 
mind 1s why bring 1n these ru,mes at all, if they have no 
significance, and she cs.n't have thought them significant 
if she kne·H no more about it than that. It 1s too bad. 
However, I am prejudiced. 

I would be very pleased 1f you could give me permission 
to use yon.r l~tter in contacting publiuhers. That ant the 
NY Ti~es review of Nov. J, 1974 should explain the- need 
of another biography. hhether it will sell or not they 
will justhave to judge from 11y ms. Further interest ia 
being stirrttd upa l hoar that Dorothy Mackinnon Brown has 
an article on Jeannette coming out in the Readers' Digest. 

Addendum, Mra. Duniway wa ■ another fantastically inter•ating 
western character. 

Sincerely, 

(Mr■ .) Norma Smith 



1100 Hi ghland Circle SE 
Blacksburg , Va . 24060 
February 2, 1975 

Ma. Mary-Feldhau ■ Weber 
Ma. Chr1 ■ t1ne Herb•• 
Ma. Diana Rabmeld 
Women'• Telev1 ■ 1on Project 
Smt1am Radcliff• Cellege, 
Cambridge, Ma••• 

Dear Lad1••• 

I wonder 1f you have cen ■ 1dwred Jeannette Rankin, foraer 
Congreaaw..an from Montana, whe died 1n 1973 at the age 
of 93, fer your telev1 ■ 1on ••r1••• 

She had an 1ntere ■ t1ng life, and 1f underatand1ng of 
purpoae, determination to purau• 1t under all odd ■, 
and th• toughn••• te atand up under terrific a■■ault ■ 
aak•• for greatn•••• ■ he had 1t. A• for acceapl1•hlll•nt, 
a future general1on will have te dee1d• that. 

A• you know, •h• waa th• t f1r•t Congreaawoaan~?+ited 
aga1n•t the lat World War, waa elected again" 1940 
and again veted aga1nat the war. Wa• lobby1at fer 
progr•••1v• cau••• 1n between her term ■• In eld age
continued active work, aoatly propaganda fer refera 
of th• electoral •1•tn and anti-war aovftenta, She 
lived 1n poverty, but had a brother werth a1111ena. 

Unfortunately, the extant biography 1a inaccurate, 
inadequate, and dull. Th• Ted Carleten Harri• Ph.D. 
(Un1ver■ 1ty of Geerg1a), 1• truatwerthy a■ te •••t et 
th• fact•s 1• 1• •••tly the re ■ult ef taped interview ■ 
with her. My own book will not be ready fer a few aontha. 

I aa including a brief de ■ cr1pt1on of ■ ome ■ cen•• that 
I think would•••• over pllllx very well en TV. I 
■hould be glad to con ■ult with you on th1a. 

Perhap ■ ~ox I should mdctxb add that Jeannette and I 
were old friend ■ 1n Montana, and I ■ aw her frequently 
1n her home 1n Georgia a■ well. I aa an old lady •Y••lf, 
but ■ till a generation younger than ■ he. 

Hoping you will oona1d•r th1 ■, 

Sincerely, 

Noraa Saith 



A few ■uss••t1ona aa to TV ■ cenea for a 11f• of Jeannette Rankin. 

--play1nc on ■ 111 pond lee• with brother and a1atera, MQntana frontier, 
U 1890. 

--c.\analna at Theodore Roo ■ eTelt'a 1naupral ball, 1905, fellowed b7 
4l•••Ter1ng poTerty in ■ lu■ a or New York and Beaton. 

--Speaking fer woman ■uffrage on ■ treet corner ■ of New York, or an7 
town, yeu n-• it ■h• wa■ there. Addre ■■ ing Mentana l•sialature 
in faTor of woman autfras•1 Get ■ beuqu•• ot Tielet ■, hall 
1• filled with flower■• Burton K. Wheeler, later to be 
a fuou ■ Senator and reoentl7 ••o•aaed, •ak•• uneouth Joke. 1911 

--Tlred of aohool teaching, apprentice ■ her ■ elf tea dre ■ naker. 1906 
Goea to New Zealand becau•• it 1a so aoc1all7 advanced. Support• 

■ elf a ■ dre ■ aaaker. 1915. 

--Enter• Congre•• aa fir■ t woman t• be eleeted. Vot•• aga1n ■ t 
Werld War I. 1917. 

--Speech to 15,000 ana, ■ inera and other■, Butte •*~fiKx eepper atr1ke 
due to fir• that killed aoae 150 ■iner■• 1917. 

--S••• not ao draaat1c aoenes, but 1aportant, working tor pea•••
proteot1v• l•s1 ■ lat1on, eto, 1920-1940. She waa friend or 
Flerenee Kelley, Jae Add-■, Dr. Al1oe H-1lten. etc. 
Toured Frenoh battlefield• with th••• three, 1919. 

--Vot•• again ■ t second World War, 1941. 

--TraTel all over the world. Say, luneh1ns •1th Pandit NGhru and 
Eaaen DeValera. lJA 19~0--1970 

--Shareereppera oottas• aurrounded by thousands of daffodils, 
pear and peach tr•••• etc. No .. plped water, puap
eutaide door. Watk1n ■T1lle, Georgia. 1943-1970. Then 
■ummer ■ tay1ng at Montana ranch •1th ■ 1111ona1r• brother. 

--Anti-war act1T1t1••• "arching around Capitol with Jeannette 
Rankin brigade, 1969. She then 89. 

--Chara1ns relat1on ■ h1p •h• had with the black f-117 ■ he had 
bef~~•nded, and who in t~rn befriended her. Th• children 
like her own srandchildren. 1960'• Gnrs1a 

--90th b1rthda7 dinner, Ho~•• office building. Attendttd b7 Senator 
Mike Man ■ f1eld--othere. 1970 

She ■poke ertre■ely wells prebably ■ad•, between 1910 when ■he 
teok publ1• speaking at u. of Waah1ngton, and 1973 when she 
died 6000 apeech••· Some year■ , of course, 500. She also 
dreaaed very well, exoept when it didn•t aatter1 then ahe waa car•l•••• 

H•r ai ■ ter, Edna Mackinnon, was associated with Margaret Sanger. 



THE STANTON PROJECT 
FILMS ON WOMEN IN AMERICAN HISTORY 

RADCLIFFE COLLEGE, RM. B-1 

10 GARDEN STREET 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138 

(617) 661-0779 

MARY FELDHAUS-WEBER. EXECUTIVE PRO°"UCER 

CHRISTINE M . HERBES, ASSISTANT PRODUCER 

DIANA RABENOLD, PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

All of us at the Stanton Project were extremely pleased 
to receive your letter. We're only sorry that it's 
taken so long to reply to you. 

We have received a great many good suggestions for subjects 
of our biographies, and we thank you for yours. We want 
to assure you that each of them will receive very 
careful consideration. 

The response from women, men and children all over the 
country to the Stanton Project, particularly since the 
appearance of the PARADE Magazine article in December, 
has been enormous and almost universally enthusiastic. 
Thanks to the written 9upport of people like yourself, 
we are more confident than ever of•the overwhelming 
importan~e of the series we are planning. We hope that 
when the series airs, probably in the 1976-77 season, 
you will be among our viewing audience, that you will 
enjoy the films, and that through the series the achievements 
and spirit of women in our history will be more fully 

• realized -- that, indeed, the series will be a message 
of strength and promise from the women of 1976 to all • 
the sons and daughters of 2076. 

Best wishes from all of us, 



They made history: Elizabeth Cady Stanton (I) and Alice Hamilton~ two of 
the 26 women whose achievements may be celebrated.on new TV series. 

Grell An1Pic11 W• 
Y■ llbll1K• 

by Herbert Kupferberg 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

W
mU.S. women be overlooked in 
the forthcoming Bicentennial 
celebration, as they were in the 
Centennial of 1876? 

Not if three young women in Cam­
bridge, Mass., have anything to do with 
it Working out of a basement office at 
Radcliffe College, they're planning a 
series Qf_ 26 television programs to tell 
th~ story of the feminine contribution 
to U.S. history to a nationwide audi­
ence. 

They've obtained th~ bac~ing of the 
U.S. government for their pr~ject to the 
extent of a starting grant of $60,000 -
from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. They're hopeful of further 
funding by the Endowment, or possibly 
private foundations, to carry the pro­
grams through. And they have the back­
ing of a· panel of 30 of the nation's 
leading women historians, plus a dozen 
TV directors and script-writers of both 
sexes, all of whom are enthusiastically 
supporting the project 

Says Mary Feldhaus-Weber, a 32-
year-old film-maker originally from 
Pierre, S. Oak., who conceived the 

,.. idea: 
~ "Television has been terribly unfair 
: to women. It always shows them as
! prostitutes, or neurotics, or obsessed 
tJ with the laundry. We · want to show 
~ what they've really done and can do. 
:, I've ·been dumbstruck ·myself to find 
~ that women 100 years ago and more 
~ 

were saying things that would be radi- • 
cal now. 

"Over the last 20 years men have 
discovered that women have sexual 
dnv'°es and needs. Now they must dis­
cover that wol"!len also are creatures of 
ambition, passion and dedication." 

Adds historian Anne Firor Scott of 
Duke University, who may serve as an 
Alistair Cooke~type hostess for the en­
tire series: "It's an exciting and impor­
tant project. American culture has not 
incorporated great women into the na­
tional fabric. Half of our people have 
gotten dropped out of our history as 
we've gone along. We want to drop, 
them in again." 

The top 26 
Working with Ms. Feldhaus-Weber at 

Cambridge headqua,:ters are Christine 
Herbes, 25, assistant producer, • and 
Diana Rabenold, 28, program coordi­
nator. They have the job of selecting 
the 26 women whose careers will be re­
counted on the half-hour programs-. 
they've decided to bypass the more 
obvious choices, from Martha Washing­
ton to Eleanor Roosevelt, and devote 
the programs instead to women they 
feel have been overlooked or under­
valued in the nation's history books. 

"There are vast numbers to choose 
from," says Christine Herbes. "We've 
gotten suggestions by the hundreds, 
and more · come in every day.'' 

So far, subjects have been selected 

definitely for the first five programs, 
with tentative choices. made for the rest 
of the series. The lead-off program, al­
ready in proquction, will be on Alice 
Hamilton, the-first woman to graduate 
from Harvard Medical School and a 
pioneer tn safeguarding the ·health of 
working people. She died in 1970 at the 
age of 101. -

Want mothers to watch 

"She was more than just a feminist­
she was a.pioneer in h~r field," says Ms. 
Herbes. "She used to crawl around 
mines; collecting evidence of poison­
ous fumes and otner hazards to the- men 
there. Our aim in these programs is to 
reach our mothers, and we think Alice 
Hamilton's career is ideal for the pur­
pose." 

To follow the Hamilton program, 
scripts are in preparation on Ruth Bene­
dict, Columbia University anthropolo­
gist who died in 1948; Eliza Lucas 
Pinckney, 18th-century planter who 
buHt the indigo trade in South Carolina; 
Ida Wells-Barnett, black journalist and 
anti-lynching crusader, and Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, feminist who partici­
pated in the first women's rights cor,­
vention at Seneca Falls, N.Y., in 1848. 

The 21 other women chosen as pro­
spective subjects include: 

Lou.sa May Alcott, author of Little 
Women. _ 

Mary Mcleod,Bethune, Negro l.eader 
of the 1_~30's and '40's. 

Mary Cassatt, lmpre-ssipnist painter. 
Dorothea Dix, champion of prison 

reform. 
Abigail Scott Duniway, Oregon Trail 

pioneer. 
Amelia Earhart, first woman to fly the 

Atlantic. 
Margaret · Fuller, literary critic and 

transcendentalist. 

Mary Feldhaus-Webe7'"(with glasses) 
and Christine lferbes, who want women 
to get thefr due in 1976 Bicentennial. 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, artist and 
writer wlio died in 1935. 

The Grimke Sisters, Angelina and 
Sarah, abolitionist leaders. 

Anne Hutchinson, Puritan colony 
freethinker. • 

Helen Hunt Jackson, crusader for 
Indian rights who wrote Ramona. 

Mother Jones, early labor leader. 
Lucretia Mott, Quaker minister and 

abolitionist. • 
Leonora O'Reilly, labor union or­

ganizer. 
Sacajewa, Indian interpreter for the 

Lewis and Clark Expedition. 
.Margaret Sanger, birth control advo-

cate 
Lucy Stone, feminist and suffragette. 
Henrietta Szold, Zionist leader. 
Harriet Tubman, counselor and sup-

porter of John Brown. 
Mercy Otis Warren, Colonial activist 

and historian. 
Frances Willard, leader of Women's 

Christian Temperance Union. 

Men allowed 
Besides pointing out the achieve\ 

ments of these women of the past, MJ. 
Feldhaus-Weber and her associates feet 
the programs will perform a valuable 
function in showcasing the talents of 
the women of their own generation 
who are working on the .shows. 

'We can't employ, women exclu­
sively,'" she says with a smile. "It's il­
legal to discriminate against men. We'd 
take them anyway, of course-they aa~ 
a dimension. We have no intention of 
being polemical or doctrinaire fo our 
program approach. We want each ep\~ 
sode to be entertaining as . well as 
accurate, and we're aiming at an audi­
ence of men as well as women." 

If all goes as planned, the programs 
will be ready for showing on public 
television by the end of next year, with 
their main concentration in the Bicen­
tennial year of 1976. 

The series hasn't yet been named but 
its three progenitors refer to it in­
formally as "The Stanton Project," in 
honor of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, the 
subject qf the second pro~ram in the 
series. All three of the young women 
are Stanton enthusiasts. 

Cold shoulder in 1876 
They point out that Mrs. Stanton 

was -one of the leaders of a group of 
suffragettes who descended upon the 
1876 Centennial celebration in Phifa- . 
delphia to complain that women were 
being ignored in the festivities. 

When officials there and in Wash­
ington continued to ignore them, Mrs. 
Stanton denounced the government for 
its "injustice to women" and declared 
that they wanted "to place on record 
for the daughters of 1976 the fact that 
their mothers of 1876 had asserted 
their equality of rights." 

Th~ daughters have gotten the mes­
• sage. 

https://celebrated.on
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MONT:AN<A HISTO-gJ~L SOCIETY 
iJ7jan@d _1865 

225 N. ROBERTS PHONE (406) 449-2694 HELENA,MONTANA 59601 

February 5, 1975 

Mrs. Norma Smith 
1100 Highland Circle S. E. 
Blacksburg, Va. 24060 

Dear Mrs. Smith: 

In response to your letter requesting permission to use my correspondence 
to press your case with the publisher of a second biography of Jeannette 
Rankin, I am sorry not to be able to assist you in this way. The reason 
is that I cannot back up my guesses and presumptions without documentary 
proof. In other words, I believe it would be necessary to read the book 
and research each item that seems to be in error, and I just haven't the 
time to attempt this project now. I can only guess at Josephson's problems, 
but it would take some work to prove them. 

I do hope you are successful, however, in presenting your manuscript to the 
publisher. Miss Rankin is worthy of several biographies because of her 
staunch stand against war, if for no other reason. 

Sincerely yours, 
/, /'? 

~~Lt,'l--£-~ ~7~~/~&L7 _ 
(Mrs . ) Harriett C. Meloy ,,;/ 
Librarian 

HCM/bn 



1100 Highland Circle Sl:. 
Blacksburg, Va. 24060 
March 13, 1975 

Mra. Harriett c. Meloy 
Librarian 
Montana Histor1cal Soc1aty 
• 225 N. Roberts 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Mrs. Meloyz 

Thank you for your letter of February 5. Your w1ahea will 
be respected, of course, and I thoroughly understand your 
reaaons. 

I wonder 1f you have any 1nformation on Mary O'N•111, 
Butte newapaperwoman, a.c t1 ve 1n Democretlc poll t1ca, 
probably born about 1865. She took an active part in 
school ~lect1ons when that was all women were allowed to 
take part 1n, waa vice president of Woman Suffrage 
organization 191~-14, ad~viaer to Jeannette Hankin, 
ran for clerk of Supreme Court 1928, and according to 
Bt1tte Standard clipping 1n your Jeannette Rankin file, 
(Nov. 15, 1940 P• 6) organized a luncheon at the Butte 
Country Club congratulating both Jeannette and Mra. B. K. 
Wheeler. 

Also, wsa there a Whitehall newapaper 190J-1901~7 I'm 
sure there muat have beens was 1t weekly or da1ly1 I am 
~oing to have to read 1t sometime. Though I don't expect 
1t to be productive. 

Thank you ■ o much for your help. 

Sincerely. 

Norma Smith 



1100 H1r,hland Circle ~I!, 

Blacksburg , Va . 2lW60 
March 17, 1975 

Mft. ~ary Pickett 
'(. Fr&nk Pickett 
Sourdou~h Road 
Bozeman, Montana 59715 

Uear Mary, 

Not knowing wher• J'OU are , I hope your JJ\.other '11 111 
forward this . When la11t I a.aw you • you ltere go1ne; off to 
Stan.ford to studdy CoJruRunioat10l1.i:, I hope the experl one a 
has been a prof1tnble one . 

i have nearlT cosplete<l a biography of Jeannette R~nk1n . 
It has been aead bT a nwnoer of profeaaional~ and ha• been 
very liell r•ceived . Unt'ortu.natcl7, as you.x probably know , 
another biography has £1nce cow• o~t . It is not very 
~ood, in my -prejudiced opinion . It -P-ias reviewed by the 
NY Times Sunday Book Section lJovemb•r J , 1974. which 
d1dn•t five 1t a very ~ood report . (Th• book 1• Hannan 
Josephson Jeannett• Rankin.l It 1& al&o replete with 
errorA--and a1nc• •7 own book le quite dif'ferent---more 
~ ~11re and t1m~e" and m~ch more completelJ researched 
p,a to bs.ckground, I am goin~ ahead w1 th 1t. -Whether or 
not I find a pQbl1•her 1~ ~ a ~~eation. 

However--you mentioned one time that ,-o~ had heara that 
LaGuardi~ aaked her to marry him . I certainly find a 
r-re!lt many evidenct:a of their cloae personal f1•1endsh1p . 
I would like to know where you got 7our 1nforma.t1on as 
to the po ■ a1bil1ty of lllarrlaae . There was a time , betneen 
his first and second w1ves, fro~ 1922 to 1929, that th1a 
could have happened . 

Certainly ~ould like to hear from 1ou , with that or an7other 
information you ma1 havft. 

Best wishes to you in whatftver you 8re do1n~ now . I would 
certainly like to hear ebou t you. 

(Mrs. j orma 1th) 

,
' 



1100 Hi ghland Circle SE 
Blackaburg, Va. 24060 
Marola 18, 1975. 

Librarian or Archivi•t 
or Morgue
Florida Times-Union 
Jackaonville, Florida 

For aome research I am doing, I am wondering if you
would ••nd ■e ■om• muklaab-nax material on woman 
aurtrag• publiahed in your newapaper on April 14, 
mmt:XX.µ April 28, May 3, and May 4, 191).
I am •orry I do not have the page numbers. 

In particular I would like a copy of the adverti••ment 
or th• Shredded-Wheat Compan7 on May 3, 1913. 

If you can make copies or whatever material 
you can •••117 find, and aend m• a bill, l will 
••nd a check at once. Of if you prefer, ••nd m• the 
bill firat and ••nd th• material on rece}pt of my
check. 

Thanking you, J am, 
),\

,A 

Sincerely yours, 

.( Mr•. Norma Smith) 
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?r)Y\ 
l l oo Hi ghland Bi r cle SE 
Blackaburg, Va, 24060 
April 17, 1975 

~~Dear Doroth71 

Please for~1ve me for this roundabout way of gett1n touch 
with you. I know you are married, but don't know your 
married nam.e, or whether you use it or not. Also, I 
understand you are llving 1n our old cabin up the Gallatin, 
but don't know what its addr••• might be, so am sending this 
in care of your father and hope that he w111 forward. 

We hBve been following 7011r career with much 1ntereat, 
and were really pleeaed that you were re~lect~d last fall, 
even 1f it was a squeaker. Thia may consolidate your 
voting atrength enou~h so that you can run for the Hou•• 
of Repr•aentat1ves (U. s.) when you are old enough. 

I am wr1tin« to 48k 1f you have any cop1ea, leaflets, 
etc., regarding the Montana Conat1tut1onal Convention of 
1972. Also wo11ld like to have your peraonal recollections, 
eapecially of Jeannette Rankin and her apeeche ■ • If not, 
perhaps you could refer me to aomeone who was there. 

My biography or Jeannette Ranlcln 1• almost f1n1ahed. 
Of course, you know there 1• another b105raphy out.bu.tit 
1s more of an eaaay, or memoir, than anything el••• It is 
definitely not a "life and time•." And it 1s full or errors. 
Mine has quite a different approach and aome people think 
~• 1t 1s likely to be published. Anyway, I'm going to try. 

If you have any material that you think m1ght help 
me, 1f you could have 1t copied and ~orwaro 1t, all at my 
expenae, of course. I should be very gratef~l. 

Hope you are enjoying the cabin. We •pent very little 
time in 1t, but did spend a lot of time behind the barn and 
the aapens. where we had a p1onic spot llith the little creek 
runn1n~ throu~h 1t. Also we built R horse trail up to the 
top. It had formerly been impo••ible to get a horse up there, 
too steep. I imagine that by the time you got there the 
picnic spot was all overgrown, aa 1t took a little keeping up. 
I know that Mar~ueri ta improved the cabin a lot, and 1 t 
•hould be quite comfortable. 

Thank you ao much, and beat wish•• for your continued 
succe ■• in your career. 

Sincerely, 

(Mrs. Lou1a DS. Smith) 



MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
225 NORTH ROBERTS STREET (406) 449-2694 HELENA, MONTANA 59601 

May 21, 1975 

Ms. Norma Smith 
1100 Highland Circle S. E. 
Blacksburg, Virginia 24060 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

Response to your letter requesting information about Mary 
O'Neill was postponed because Doris Ward's ~nread thesis, 
"The Winning of Woman Suffrage in Montana," was at hand; 
and I felt it was only fair to scan the 160 pages before 
sending you a reply. As you may remember from your visit 
to the library, we do not have indexing to Ms. O'Neil. 

Doris Ward's paper, however, does contain a number of 
references to Mary O'Neill, The first citation on page 
84 refers to Ella Knowles Haskell appointing Ms. O'Neill 
to the Committee on Organization of Legislative Work along 
with three other persons "All of Butte." Ms. O'Neill was 
one of the prime activists during the effort to obtain 
suffrage, especially her forte seemed to be writing. She 
developed position papers for those testifying befor~ the 
legislature, and she wrote for the press. Described as 
one of the suffrage "work-horses," she addressed the 
convention called by Jeannette Rankin in Helena, January 
21-22, 1915, to urge Montana women to "organize for intelligent 
use of the ballot. 11 

Although it may be impossible to collect vital data regarding 
Mary O'Neill, I am sure Butte newspapers would be a very productive 
source of information on her career as a feminist and politician. 

The only Whitehall newspaper in our collection for the period 
1903-04 is the Montana Sunlight, a weekly. 

Please return for further research at the Montana Historical 
Society at some future time. Perhaps this summer? 

Sincerely yours, 
~/ . 

nr::~~~~ 
Librarian 



1100 Highland Circle SE 
Blacksburg. Va. 24060 
May 28• 1975 

Mrs. Harriett c. Melo, 
Librarian 
Montana Historical Society 
225 North Roberts at. 
Helena, Montana 59601 

Dear Mrs. Meloy: 

Thank you for your letter of May 21. I didn't know of Doris 
Ward'• thesis. •The WiJ11J1ing of Woman Suffrage in Montana." 
I presume that this is the Doris Ward I knew in Bozeman; I 
believe she waa a guest at our house onSourdougb Road when 
u we had aome people in for an evening to Meet K Jeannette. 

I would like to have a copy of this thesis (of course, at my
expense), but am not sure you are authorized to do this. Also, 
am not aure you would have Mrs. Ward's address. I am writing
the Burlingames about this, ao as to get permission. If so, 
I think my ola friends, the interlibrary loan department at 
MSU would do it. If the theaia in U of M. the problem would 
be different. 

About Mary O'Neill, it is a minor point with me. But am toying 
with the idea that ah• might be the ■-s■z•zx daughter of the 
fiery editor of the Miners' Mgazin•l the Western Federation 
of Miners• official organ, Jo 61Ne 11. As you know. although
the WPM headquarters were in bssw Denver shortly after the 
turn of the century, their original headquarters and main roots 
went back to Butte. City directories as well as newspapers would 
help; however, when I worked in your library 15 years ago, on 
my thesis, there were very few Mbs■x Miners' Magazines. Either 
late this &JI.PW summer or fall, or next year, I hope to be able 
to check on some these details. For my own satisfaction. 

Coula also, with considerable diffidence ask, if you have a 
copy of my thesis •The Ria• and Fall of thJt, Butte Miners' Union, 
1878-1914n, MSC• 1961, in your library" Several libraries have 
aaaed permiaaion to copy it. It would pl•••• me to know m7uxxx 
you have it. 
Thia letter conaists of a aeries of random comments, as to which 
I thought you might be interested, but no answer is needed. 

Sincerely, 

(Mra.) Norma Smith 

lx PS. I don't care whether you address me as Ms., Mias, or 
Mrs. but I have been Mrs. ror 39 years. Moat people call 
me Norma. 



MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
225 NORTH ROBERTS STREET • (406) 449-2694 • HELENA, MONTANA 59601 

June 16, 1975 

Mrs. Norma Smith 
1100 Highland Circle S.E. 
Blacksburg, Va. 24060 

Dear Mrs. Smith: 

If' you have a copy of' your thesis, "The Rise and Fall of' the 
Butte Miners' Union" we wish to inicrof'ilm it. If' you do not 
have a copy, I hope we will be able to borrow the manuscript 
f'rom Montana State University. Please let us know if' we can 
borrow yours bef'ore we write to MSU. 

I hope you were able to obtain a copy of' the Ward thesis. 
It is excellent. 

We shall be interested in knowing how your research and 
writing progresses. 

Si#~c~ 

(Mrs.) Harriett C. Meloy 
Librarian 

HCM/bn 



1100 High1and CiNle 
Blaoka~ Ve . 2lt060 

Au.gut 6• 1975 

>lra. Harriett c. Meloy 
n Libt'arian 

Montana Historical Society
225 R. Robe~ts at. 
Helena,. Montana 59601 

Dear Mrs . Melc;y: 

i'hank you for your letter of 3W1e 16. My tard1neaa in 
anavei-1.ng 1e because I was spending •ix weeks on a lake• 
getting mail onae a we~ with my children and grandohildNtn., 
Arte,..- oOl'lling baok home I bl-eke Jlf3' toot in a .fall. l can 
hobble a Pound a little now . And I knew thei-. lUl8 no 
i-uab about the letter. 

I am•~ that I do not :have a decent oopy of my 
therle. l WM the i'i.Pat pei-aon at MSU to get a mMtte:r-1 s 
in hiatoi-y, and. even th• the-y were not "t'uall_y authorized 
to give one,. I had to take a de~e like a mutm-•s 
in applied aeienc~J_ nobody underist.ood it. My b~idge
playing f'riends would expect me to antn1er their queatiorus 
about nuclear etnflrgy.~.x So rrry O'W'n copiea 
a~ c-arbona-hal"(l to Nad.- a.1.d .alao seribb1• on. ~ 
I etartftd to :Nt'Wl'ite one 't11Qa with the idea o~ 4oi.ng an ~tiole. 
But I am ·aure HS'U will 104111 you a oopy.k I don•t lmow 
whether my t'Piend Mra . PaPker atill haa that Job• not. 
If' so and you 41'11 in correapondence• tell her "hello" for me. 

M:a,ririll BUJ-"l~ame tou.nd ljle a CORY~ Doria Ward1 s th..1e,
and it 1• quite enlightening. i; had on<t time r&ad the 
Alderaon papen and Qthara on WOJ(Wl autbage 1n your librai-y, 
perhape lS 7eara ago . But r:rJ.1 notea are inadequate, I 41dn1t 
know what I wanted at t-he time. So the thesis eleai-ed up 
some :points fop me. 
Thank you again ror your, help. 

Sin.cerely• 

https://anavei-1.ng
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1100 Highland Circle SE 
Blacksburg, Va. 24060 
August 6, 1975 

Dear Doris: 

Merrill Burlingame sent me your thesie, end I am. reading it 
with great interest. It i3 very good and quite inI'ormaltive to me. 

read the Alder1J.On papers years ago in Helena, but the notes I 
took 1,;ere inadequa-ce,. sinae at that time I really didn't lmow 
what I wanted. Your theeis enlightens me on 8eversl pointe. 

You are quite rigll.t (not that you need my approval) in 
emphasizing the work of the local people. I wonder if you would 
agree with r~e that the history of woman suffrage has not yet 
been Nritten. Flexner, Adams. and other& w1·ite from the official 
atanpoint of the MAWSA headquartered in New York, and making 
annue.l forays into the west to drum up enthll8ia8m and collebt 
their dues of 10 cents a. member. Eut roost of their time 
wae ?!pent in the east. most of their mone~. and roost of their 
thinking. Yabl Yet it wns the west that action,. slow as it 
was. was going on. In Oregon and Washington there were msny 
suffrsgietn who were not members of· 1~AWSA, or. even if there 
were, p"rsi:,ted in zoing t!..eir o-wn way. like It Abigail Scott 
Duniwe::y, ~t The ·waahing't:Qn victory of 1910 that broke 
the JUmX dam was primuily due to her early efforts over many
year•• and the man who piloted the measure through the legiftlature 
was her personal friend and neighbor--and a legal counsel for 
liquor interests. Of course at the time Mrs. Duniway waa 
old and ill and had retired f'rom the fr~y but ahe had been 
campaigning in Idaho• Oregon. and Washington for years. Apparently 
she never got to Montnna. 

After 1915 western states -where 
women voted had enough presidential elector$ to worry the two 
old partie8, and in 1916 it was believed that the western 
women gave President Wilson hi~ 3Urprlse cliff-hanging victory. 
It made New York mad that :illm their Charles Evans Hughes 
was not elected• and the papers said it wae a disgrace that 
women could vote in some a•ates and not in others; perhaps 
t}lere should be a federal amendment. At that Tammany Hall withdrew 
its opposition to woman surfrage and in 1917 New York women 
got the x•t••:x vote-carried by the city of New York. The NYC 
woman suffrage waa well organized and did a good. job, and we 
have to give NAWSA the credit for that, but not, I think, for 
the work in the west that started it all. At least, not so 
much credit. 

https://Alder1J.On
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'l'he trouble is that t. grass roots movements leave few 
paper•• and the eastern women let't volum••• ao perhaps it would 
be impossible to '111-ite a history ot au.f'.f"J'age inxxk■xx in the 
ve•t• but I may t}7 aome time. Or perhaps you will . 

Thezr,e ia one other point I would lika your opinion on• 
Do you believe that the Waahington experience of having autf'laage
taken awaJ Ju.at oerore th• atate oonatitutional oonvention ot 
1889 may no~ have 1.nfl~enced a the Montana convention or 18891 
It wa8 a tricky bit in Waal:d:Agton. The ter~itorial leg1alatve 
gave women the vote in 188J. a:rter whieh a local option law 
•tt-:.bagx (liquor} waa passed, and women were blamed. In 1887 
the woman suffrage law was challenged by a gambling outfit to
s•~ one of them out ot the penitentiary; he being sent there 
b7 • j'lll7 that included women. tvo pl'O•nu"frage judgea on the 
Supreme a---:cx were ill or- dia4ualittedJ the tvo remaining
declU"ed swaixx the law invalid on the grounds of a defective 
tit1e. In 168. htere.fore. the legislature pe.seed another, 
properly titl.as law giving women the vote. '!'he timing was 

- important, 'bocauae mr women voted in the .rall election they
would be voting roz, delegate~ to the state eon~itutional con­
vention• and wo~ eu!"t'"re.ge would be embedded in the etate 
Co~~ ;.>o. in a pre&rr2ged action, the clerk or A 
looal •l•etion re.t'Uaed th All.cw the wife ot a saloon owner 
to votel b She brough.t • $$000.daug• •uit, l.oat it in 
loveza cOUPt• loat it lit.Supreme eoUPt-whioh was the plan.
Judge• aaid when Congreaa gave the ~eriitorial legialature
the power to ~AllCHISE ANY person 1t saw .fit, it i-eally
conferred the right to enfranchise cnly males . 

It doe• uem to me that all or thia happening at the same 
time Montana was preparing tor statehood might have had its 
twxi:■-~x influence . 

See Stella E. Peaiace• •s~.f'Jl'age in the Pacif"ic Northt1est , ,u 
Waah~ton Historical Q.,Uarterl;rt 332 (Api-il 1912)1, 106...111~•. 
llao • iL. Iialley-• 1liow Washing on Women Regain d the B llo·i;," 
Paoii"ic >,oanthlz. 26.1 (July 1, 1911) . 

I will be eend1ng 1~ thesis baek befor e lon . 
Lii'e ia a little slow here. We 11pent aix months at the lake with 
children and grandchildren, and Just u we moved back home 
l'bN>ke a toot b a tall. I ean hobble around now, but can't 
dr1v• • so it 1a oontining. 

Have I told you that when Jeannette met you she a~ 
1mpreaaedby J'OU'P •1ntent. liatening look.a I. guess that was at 
my howre . Also she aaw you at a hearing (redi stricting_ It ink 
it was) in Helena. 

Thank you eo DlUCh roi- letting me W!e yoUP t hesis . 

SinceI'e·l y • 

https://eu!"t'"re.ge


MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
225 NORTH ROBERTS STREET • (406) 449-2694 • HELENA, MONTANA 59601 

September 8, 1975 

Mrs. Norma Smith 
1100 Highland Circle 
Blacksburg, Va. 24060 

Dear Mrs. Smith: 

Thanks for your nice letter of last month. 

Yes, we will ask MSU for your thesis, but we shall need to 
know your maiden name. Perhaps someone at Bozeman will know, 
but Dr. Burlingame is out of the state at the moment, so I 
am writing back to you. 

We look forward to hearing from you again. How is your 
writing on Rankin coming along? 

Sincerely 

~-..::;;;;;-A--,~ 
s.) Harriett C. Meloy 

Librarian 

HCM/bn 



1100 Highland Circle SE 
Blacksburg, Va . 24060 
December 17, 1975 

Mrs . Rosa Nell Spriags 
7005 Meadow Lane 
Chevy Chase , 1'1d . 

Dear ~rs . Spriggs:. 

I ~hould appreciate it it you would give me an interview 
in the near future in connection with the life of Jeannette 
Rankin . Your name end eddreee has been given to me by 
Reita Rivera, of Athens , Georgia . 

I am an old friend of Jeannette ' s , s Montanan, writer , and 
historian . I have completed a book--except for a smell 
amount of rewriting--on her life . or course , I am Aws1·e 
of the Jospehson book , but txix8X my book is quite diff6rent . 
I would not wish or expect to discuse factual matters 
with you yery tr1uch . I am more .:interested in your ineights 
as to personality and motiva~ion , and would not wish to 
publiah without having benefitted from iour opinions . 

I expect to be in Springfield , Val , over the Chrietmas 
vacation , and a I em wondering if I could see you then , 
on Friday or Saturday, December 26 or 27 . I will phone 
you on Tuesday evening, December 24 to s ee if this 
would be pos s i ble. Ir not , perhaps you could phone me 
at my daughter ' s house , Mrs . Celia O'Connor, 6825 Jerome 
s t ., Springfield , Va ., 22150 , telephone 971-6447 . If it 
is impoaaible for me to see you at thi8 time , I will 
rr.ake &KX•f~atxia every effort to be in the W&shington 
area thi s spring . 

J eanne tte and I were friends and vi~ited back and forth 
at each other ' s houses in both Georgi e and Montana . We had 
e lot in common , including an intere~t in politics and a 
knowledge of Montana . She kne~ that I planned to write a 
book about her. It has taken me two years to complete 
the regearch and the ~riting , but I am ebout ready to wrap 
it up now]. 

Tru8ting that ixrlxlxluxx you will be able to talk to me , 
I am , 

Sincerely, 

(Mrs . ) Norma Smith 



Dr. Ted Cat-lton HArria 
]Jl8 Westgate Blvd. 
Albany, Ga. Jl707 

Dear 'l'&d; 

l hop• you are enjoying your teaching •• Would be 1ntereated 
to know what. alee you a.re doing. Any research? 

Reita Rive:i,e end I have been talking recentl7. I visited in 
Athen• in Februar1 , and s"e suggested I might write you. 

To give you the background, l beve recently sent off )50 
pagea of ros. orl Jil' a lite to Ohio Univereity Preas. O•o:rgis 
u. Preas has also expressed en inte:reat.Jll or coarae there 
is no guar♦ntee or publication, but I hope to achi•ve that 
some time. The ms. is bee•d on my own perusal or tho 
Bankin papers (exc•pt ~hose held incoratrlWlioado in Helena), 
sorne reaearch of rrq own in Seattle end Belen•• much background
material in order to give hie~orical perspective• end of 
course your e Uuiies ar1d those of John lioard end .Ron Schaffer. 
Your own fh . D. theeia, is,ot course, the greatest of these. 
And 1 al1all certainly give you. credit 1n the pref'aoe of 
the book if it ever gets publiahed . 

I have tried to do a lively, but careful, narr•tio:a . There 
ere )J pages of chapter notes and 9 pages ot bibliography . 

Reita baa suggested thtlt you have material on your tspes
that you might. wish to ebare with me•• I am aure there wae 
much ttu1t would be suitable £'or a book of general publicotion 
that you could not co1u1ider for e theaia . If you cere to do 
this, l wo.uld be very grateful. It there are coete involved, 
auch QI copying, etc ., I vould gladly bear the111. 

It is unfortunate that Hannah Josephson waa in auoh e hun7 
to get into print. The book hes not been well reviewed, and 
ot course it wea not reeearcbed, end contain ■ many errors ot 
.ract and interpretation. People in Montana ere screaming. 

My h\la'band and I are aoving to Seattle, so after June l my 
temporary addreae vill be'.\& Mra. 'l . R. O'Connor, 6825 Jerome 
etreet. Spi-iag.tield, Va . 22150 . W• will roake a atop in 
Montane on the way, and I -will apend a day in Helena looking 
up some material . We will probably not get to Seattle until 
about Augu.■ t 1. 

Please give my regards to your lovely vif•• and keep some for 
yourself. I hope to hear froml1ou st your convenience. 

Sincerely' 

Horma Smith 



Mrs. Louis DS. Smith 

May 12, 1976 

~rs. Norman Winestine 
105 11th ave. 
IlelenQ, Mont. 59601 

Dear Mrs. Winestine: 

You may remember that we hed a short interview s c ;your hoxrie 
in Helen8 i:1 (I beli~v~) 1961~, and you gr;ve me Jea:.m.ett•a 
Ri:mkin ts address. I thank you very much for this; I saw 
.her f'requently J'r,:,m that time u.ntil hGr denth•-1:otr:c in 
Helonu snd BOZ$man 1 muix ee well aa Georgial. She slWiQ,Ya 
invited me to )¾pend 2 weekmix with 1-Jer in M~rch in 
Watkinsville, snd those were rewsrdind weeks. 

I believe I told you at the time that I planned to write 
9 biogrephy. I told her so, t,oo, and we ru,d man;y- conv(';rsations 
about he1~ life. Thia biography is no'W completed, and is 
being I'tHild llJta by Ohio University J>r(!s s • at their request• 

I would lilrn to telk with you on a i'ew mo t;ters, iand if 
you ere going to be in Helena on June 14 or 15, porh~ps 
we could meet egsin. '!'hose dates are 811 I con rt,Sifi&i::.e 
at tbe moment, end if they are not convenient for you, 
it may be possible for me to arrange ~oosthiLg l~ter, or 
perhaps correspond. 

'Jihe :matter of Je~nnet'te I m problems when she wfls te:;aching 
at Wh1 t@hfil.11 in iS~Hf+X 190.3-vlr.. for ini,tince, would be 
somethi11g I would like to know. 01' courea this Wl.t.S befor·f.i 
your time, but you may h~ve h-'.Utrd something. 

You rr.1-y like r.o know whet reeesrch l bnve dozie; I J1&1vE, 
seen sll of the Rankin papers ( exceptthose }ield ~ncomm~)iOGdo 
in lJelenc), including aoroe 1•ecentl;.1 ,::i8cove:t•ud that n(.;-one 
has seen,. I have researched the Lib:t·t,r;1 of Congr6SB ( t.:t;e 
W~lsh papers), and of course em fv~iliar with ~our 0rticle 
in Montana, Htc~other• was Shocked. 11 b.x.i'.Juix 1 Ju,1ve done 8 

gret.it deiii.i of background re3earch, Hlld ~leo f~()l,;C Spt:icii'iCf1lly 
in Sesttle and f'oun<l some, of JR' :a -t;rQckB tlu,?HJ. 

Ey husband is retiring i'rom ai.ix VPJ here, Hr.td i2 receiving 
en honorary doctorato frorti >:ontan'? Stati:; e,n June 12. So l 
CSln be in Helt~n:. on June l.1+•15. We are going on to Idibo 
to visit relatives, on to s cottage on Lake P~nd d'Oreille, 
touring the Cenodion Rookies_ and then to Seattle, in which 
aN~a we expect to settle down. Louis :has a loose vieiting 
pr•o.fesao:r &irr&g@eHnent in the medical school there-•in fact 
we have recently spent summtn•e there. 

It would be a great pleasure to me to be able to see you., 

Sincerely, 

mailto:t@hfil.11
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1100 Bighlaad Circle SB 
Blackaburg, Va. 24060 
Kay 19, 1976 

Dear Kra . Wiae ■ tiBe : 

Thank you for your pro~pt reapo••• to my letter . I llluat 
have mialed you, for my auabaad ia gettiq hia degree ia Bozeman, 
aot iD Hiaaoula . He wa ■ head ot the Botaay aad Microbiology 
departmeat , aad th•• graduate deaa, there fer aeme yeara. W• 
will be at ta• I111perial 400 Motel ia Bezeaa~ from about JWle 9 
through JUlle 13. 

Your c8mment ■ on the Yariatio•• ia the ■ tori•• ~bout Jeaaaette 
are iatereetiag. Qf courae, aome poopl• are carel•••• and fruther 
I believe that over the yeara she didn ' t alway ■ tell her atoriea 
quite the aame way . 

Your remark ~bout ..-xx how ahe happened te run for Con6reaa 
is intereating. The interpretation I am uaing ia that ahe was 
getting te th• ead of her career in the NAWSA . She was national 
field secretary , but would have liked to have more say in 
policy making, etc . But ah• w~& shut eut . .Ann~ Howard Shaw 
w&s getting old and about to step down; Carrie Chapmea Catt 
waa •n~ goiag te step up. She did not like Catt-there are 
hints or that in the papera--alao ah• h•d asked for a better ,,,; 
job--th•r• is• letter from Antoi.llette Funk iA Apri l ~f l-9i6 If/} 
in reply to some auch requeat, and suggesting tD Jeannette that 
ah• w•• a ~very i)IJ>ortaat apoke• , th•J would try to find some 
~aaier job for her than one with all that travellhl&. lt was 
not very encouraging. At the same time JR received a letter 
from the head of the Waahiagt n , D. C. Good Government League , 
with a veiled remark that ahe suw nothing wrong with Joanaette •a 
using the bu~aux Montana Good Govorzunent League•• & apri•a­
board "in the matter that looms ao large to you . " And that 
is just what JR did in 1916 . The mechanics of the election 
proceaa for the llouae in ~ontana at that time made it pretty 
sure she could be elected . A• my huaband remarked: "It was 
juat 1-2-J. It only took aemeone like Jeannette ta see it . " 

I write you about thia at aoru• length in order that it may 
facilitate our coaveraation later. If you differ with thia 
interpretation in the alighteat reapect I should lik• to 
know about it , or if you have aaythimg to Qdd . 

Mary O' Neill ia & key figure about whom I weuld like to 
lmow more . There ia a delightt'ul letter from her in the 
JR papera . Both Schaffer aad Harris quote from it , I bslieve , 
but they mtssed the impertaat paPt . 
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What about JR'a relatioaa with Fiorello LaGuardia! 
A great nephew of hera believed he a ■ ked her to marry him. 
There are a couple or geod letter• fr.m him in the paper■, toe. 
Waa hia Ilouee of'fioe acroea the hall from hera in 1917? 

I remember that in 1964 you cautioned me tb~t she 
had an "inflammable emotional • teaperameat." k There 
is much evidence of that, both from the papera aad from 

.personal frienda. I believe it can explaia quite a lot, 
but no one in writing about her a has ao much•• mentioned 
it . 

What about her relatioas with Alice Paul.T My own 
interpretation ia that they were friendly bu~ that Jtt did 
not approve of Paul'• methods. a Thia whole thing I 
have mostly aecoad band . Jeannette aaked me ••v•ral years 
Ia ago to get in touoh with Miaa Paul, and I tried to do 
so, but failed . I believe she is atill alive, but blind 
and senile . 

When we let't Montana in 1967, besides the moving 
and adjuating I had a aeries of severe preaoual crises , so 
I did aot see Joamaette until 1969. By thia time ah• was 
not quite her old aelf, ah• had had an unsucceaaful operatloa_ 
for her tic doloureWI• and Ted Harri ■ was there with hi• 
tape recorder. Conaequeatly I did not reel I oould burden 
her , at the age or 89, with more tape recording ••••iona , 
a11d though we had a lot of converaationa , t,:ero were many 
question• I should have aaked aad did no~. I auppoaed 
that Ted would aak them-and did not want to double up•• 
but appareatly he didn ' t aak some of the queatio:aa I would have . 

Thia is a loag letter, but I hop• it may help us to 
get straight to the point when talking face to face . 

Ag•i•• thank you tor your reply . Roaa Noll Spring• 
won't talk to me and Dorothy Brown won't answer my lettera . 
I do plaa to write Jaaet Kimle}, when I get w permanent 
address . We knew slightly at the Univeraity or Idaho . 

Hope to see you on Juae 14. Will call you from Boxemaa. 

Sincerelp,, 

Norma Smith 
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13339 31st ave. NE 
Seattle, Wn, 98125 
July 27, 1976 

Dear Minnie: 

Here is my rewritten letter of transmission for Jeannette Rankin's 
hood. Thank you for sending the original back to me. I'm afraid this 
is not much better typed, for I am trying to use my husbands new and 
fancy and expensive self-correcting IBM given to him on his retirement. 

We are now settled here for about a year; then we will see. 

Your letter acknowledging receipt of the hood was forwarded here, 
and I thank you for it. It was nice to be remembered, too, by Doris 
Willson. Please give her my regards. 

Ohio University Press thinks they are interested in the book-­
maybe . They want some revision, and some other people to read it, 
but woul d like me to give them another six weeks. They have already 
had it three months. We shall see. 

It was nice to see you and so many other of our Montana friends . 
Louis was extremely pleased with the honorary degree . He already had 
one from our alma mater. the University of Idaho, but feels that 
this one counts more, since it came from a faculty that he had worked 
with for 17 years. He has an office here at the University of 
Washington, and a fisiting professorship with very few duties attached. 
Of course this is not a new place for us, au sace we spent two 
summers here raceutly, when he was lecturing. and ha received his 
earned doctorate here iu iiKh 1948. 

Bveryoue in Bozeman was very good to us, and we thank one and 
all. We would be pleased to see you and any other of our Bozeman 
friends should you be in Seattle , 

Sincerely, 



3605 Eurchvale Road 
~•natch•• • WA 98801 
January 23, 1977 

Libr•rien 
University of Chicsgo 
Chigao, Illinois 

Dear Sir: 

Would it be poseible tor you to copy, •t my expense , • 
Ph . D. theeis done at the University of Chicago in 1926? 
The reference is 

Coon, Shirley J. aEconomic Development of Missoula County , 
Montan• . h Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of 
Chicago, 1926 . 

i am a tree lance writer and doing I biography or 
Jeannette Rankin, of Missoula . She waa th• firat woman 
to be elected to Congress . 

I am enclosing stamped, eelf- &ddreeeed envelope . 

If, however, you c•r• to sx• lend• copy, I would under­
take to return it within a couple of week■ • Please let 
me know 1 what your policy is . 

Yours very truly , 

Uorma Smith 



Jc).') Lurchv~le rtOit(j 

ot"iru-tcr,~e, ld-1 ·,ibJOl 
J~rnu&rj 23, 1rn 

Lrs. lllilrriet Eelo:, 
LiLr&ry 
.'·ontan1,1 ltistoric~l Soc:iet._y 
?25 ~. EoberGR st. 
iit"ltm~,, ~-:ontan:.. .:596Ul 

Uesr t, r~. Leloy: 
ta cop:, of 

Is it possiule that you h~ve in )our files/~h• following 
rn11 teri3 l: 

Coon, ;:shirle~ J. n:r.cono.r,ic Development of 1,.,lssoula. Count:>7, 
t-ontaru•. " Unpub1isb~d Ph. V. dissertstion, Univeriity 01' 

CbiClil£O, 19?6. 

If so, ~ould it t~ possibl~ to lend it to ~e, or copy it 
for !na'? 1 ha.Vt'! "lso -writ ten t.be Univere it)' of Chicago 
to fina wr;a. t their policy is, cut Universities liire g~tting 
stick.;y ~bout tliese things, espl'lcially for free-lsncl" people, 
who h~ve IiO UniversitJ connections or access to int~r-library 
loliilns. 

I shoul~ spprecinte your ~dvice s~ to the best wey to 
secure this. I don't re9lly needs copy to keftp. 1 just 
need to see it. 

Sincerely, end 
best rt111gsrds, 

N orrr.a 8r,i th 



MONTANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
225 NORTH ROBERTS STREET • (406) 449-2694 • HELENA, MONTANA 59601 

January 31, 1977 

Ms. Norma Smith 
3605 Burchvale Rd. 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 

Dear Ms . Smith: 

In response to your recent letter, we have had a copy of 
Shirley J. Coon's doctoral dissertation, but there is no 
clue to it currently in our card catalog. I have no idea 
how to solve the mystery only to say that we shall continue 
to search. If the dissertation is located, depending on its 
format, we may be able to assist you . Of course, it will be 
necessary to arrange for an interlibrary loan whether the 
dissertation is on microfilm or within covers. 

I am sorry we are not able to help,?" this time. 

S;incerely~s , 
,.- ; ✓ ~ 
~z,~/P?e~ 

A,) Harriett C. Meloy 
Librarian 

.,I 



J605 Barchv.le Road 
WenQtchee, • A 98801 
February 7, 1977 

Th u , onorabla Richard M. Nixon 
SH1 Clemente, CQlif . 

Dear lr . Nixon: 

If you should happen to remember cert5in events ut Duke 
Univ~rsity for 1936, perhaps you would be so kindest 
shir& your memorias with me, for a book I am writing: & 
biogr phy of Jeannette Rankin, who, es you know, wes the 
first wom,m to be wlectad to Congress , from .'lont,ma, in 
1916. 

In 1936 she was working for the Nitionlill Council for the 
Prevention of W»r , Qn organization supported by churches , 
primarily Quaker . In the course of her duties she gsve a 
series of lectures · t the Duke University Institute of 
Intern tionil Rel'1tions, from June 18 to Junfil 21, 19)6 . 
These lactures were pQrt of the Quaker-supported Emergency 
P~»ce C mpaign carried on on college CQmpuses . ( Jhittier 
College w. s •lso one of these carrpuses , but I believe 
that in 1936 you were no longer~ student t ~ra . ) 

If you happened t sttend these lectures, entitled "Organizing 
Public Opinion°, when you were Q young l&w student at Duke , 
or remember something bout the Em9rgency Peace C&mpgign, 
your memories would be or inestimable help to me . 

In any c~se, I appreciate your &ttention to this l&tter . 

A st ~mped, self- ddressed envelope is enclosed . 

Sincerely, 

(Mrs . )Norma Smith 

https://Barchv.le


OFFICE OF RICHARD NIXON 

February 16, 1977 

Mrs. Norma Smith 
3605 Burch vale Ro ad 
Wenatchee, Washington 98801 

Dear Mrs. Smith: 

Your letter of February 7th addressed to 
President Nixon has come to my attention 
for acknowledgment. 

In view of the heavy schedule of writing 
and other commitments he has undertaken, 
which require that deadlines be met on a 
regular and continuing basis, we ask your 
understanding of the circumstances which 
make it impossible for him to comply with 
any of the many requests which require the 
preparation of material for school, publi­
cation, counselling or other specific 
purposes. 

He would, I know, want me to express his 
appreciation for your interest in contact­
ing him, as well as extend his best wishes 
to you. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Carl Howell 
Staff Assist ant 
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3605 MKJ1:uaxxax Burohvale Road 
Wenatohee, WA 98801 

November 18, 1977 

Secretary or State 
State House 
Helena , Montana 

Dear Sir: 

With regard to some researeh I am pursuing , I hope.fulEl'[l'l 

that you can give me some i nrormation on the vote in the 
House of Representatives or. the worr.an sui'.frsge resolution. 
on either Februe.ry 1 or February 2, 1911 . 

Spec1r1cly I should l ike to know Hll.la..Bl!!hx:iax Burton K. 
Wheeler voted for or against . His tnemoirs say he .a.iii.pc w&s for J 
the Hel ena Independent of February 2 , 1911, says he voted 
against. 

There were two Wheelers in the House at that time , so there 
may be some confusion. Burton K. Wheeler, ~r course, was 
from Silver fow coW1ty . 

would be very grateful for a'l'.ly help you can give me . 

Yo~r very trul 1 , 

{Mrs) Norma Smith 

https://Februe.ry


J6o5 burchvele Road 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 
November 18, 1977 

Dr . Michael P. Melone 
Head , Department of History 
Montana State University 
Bozeman, Montana 59715 

Dear Mike: 

Thank you for your invitation to the Montane History 
Conference . I'm sG)'ry I couldn't contribute more but glad
I went . I got a great deal out mf it myself .m It seemed 
very successful and ahojld bee feather in your au, oap 
and of the others who helped organize it . l enjoyed the 
legislative session Friday moPning . 

Did you:wntion to me the name of e person to reach at the 
University of Washington Press? If so, I wonder if you
could give it to me again. 

While I have your ear I wiah to complain about e matter 
that has been buggidB me quite a while . Arnon Gutfeld, 
in"!he Murder of Frank Little," in Montana 's Past, p. 385 , 
says: 

On the floor of Congress , Representative Jeannette 
Rankin of Montana declared that ■he had had advance warning 
in regard to a lynching at Butte, but had been unable;6 3onJfdf in i1me,tne President or any Cabinet member . 
l n er n ng mine . 

The reference given iS the Congressional Record, LV, 5897 . 
All I can find on this page 1a that ■ he "received a telegram 
at midnight .•.~ that the people feared violenoe." 

d 
There is ooasiderable difference in meaning between the 
two phrases . In Fact, the implications of CoDageasman Rankin's 
having "advance warning in regard to a lynching" boggl e the 
mind . It rather boggles mine to understand how anyone could 
twist the origin l simple statement into something 10 sinis ter . 

Again , I am grateful for the invitation to the · Conference. 

Sincerely , 



3605 Burchvale Road 
Wenatchee , WA 98801 
May 2 , 1978 

HiatorJ Depai-tment
Western Waahington State University
Bell ingham, WA 

·oantl emen": 
;l•t; 

.I have heard[ that a master ' s theaia was done in 
your department on the Washington State woman 
suftrage oampaign of 1910. If this ia the case , 
woul d you p]..ease give me ita title . author , and 
date , and perhap1. I can borrow it through interl ibrary
l o.an . 

I am working: on• biography of Jeannette Rankin. 
the suffragist., pacifist , and la t Congreaawoman. 
She waa a Montanan, b.ut began her suffrage work 
in Waahingto.n in 1910. 

I should ap~.&oiate any informat ion ;vou may have 

Sincerel y , 

(Mra .) Norma Smith 



3605 ~urohvale Road 
Wenatchee , WA 98801 
May 2 , 1976 

Headquarters 
Plunkett Society
Dunedin, :N.Zealand 

Gentl emen :. 

Is it poa.ai.ble tha~ you have a amall pamphlet or booklet 
deaoribi1!.,,JOur aervioea , and eapeoially telling of your 
hi• toryY tft · 

I am writ · g a ·biography or Jeannette Rankin , the first 
u. s. oongreaawoman. She was a a■x children ' s social 
worker and autfragiat , and from lovember to May, 1915-16, 
ahe waa in New Zealand studying social conditiom--and 
incidentally working tor a living aa a aeamstreas . In 
1918 ~ as -Oon.greaawoman, she introduced a bill for maternal 
and ohild'heal th oar•, modelled somewhat ,! believe , on 
the Hew Zealand experience . So youoan see what my interest 
is . 

I myself was 1n New Zealand in Peb~uary , but found out 
that when I was in Dunedin yow- offices were oloaed . 

I should l:>e.·very pleaaed if you cc,uld send me whatever 
materia l rou have . 

(Mra .) Norma Smith 



)605 Burchvale Road 
Wenatchee , WA 98801 
May 17, 1978 

Librarian 
Eisenhower Center 
Abilene , Kan1a1 67410 

Dear Sirs 

Could you help me locate the source ot the following Eiaenhower 
quotation, which is aaid to have been made shortly after he 
took office as ,resident l 

"Every gun that ii made , every warship launched, 
eve!9y rooke"t tired aigni.tiea , in the final aenae, • theft 
from those wh,o hunger and are not fed , thoie who are 
cold and are not clothed ••• 

"Thia is not a way o.t life at all. Under the cloud 
of thr6stening war , it ia humanity hanging from a cross 
of iron. Ia there no other way the world may %i1• live?" 

Thia quotation ia given on the dust jaoket of the book 
Jt11.xMaz.ax:Wazx To End War, by Frederick J . Libby, Nyack, N. Y., 
Fellowship Publloetiona, 1969 . 

Any into1"1•t1on you oan give me will be very muoh 

appreciated. 

ThanG you for yoW' attention, I am , 

SinoerelJ , 

(Norma Smith) 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

National Archives and Records Service 

Dwight D. Eisenhower Library 
Abilene, Kansas 67410 

May 25, 1978 

Ms. Norma Smith 
3605 Burchvale Road 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

Thank you for your letter of May 17. The quotation that you 
cited is from President Eisenhower's "The Chance for Peace" 
address which was delivered before the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors in Washington, D.C. on April 16, 1953. 
The full text of the speech is published in Public Papers of 
the Presidents of the United States: Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
1953 (Washington, D.C., 1960) on pages 179 through 188. 

If I can be of any further assistance to you, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

WICKMAN, Director 
wight D. Eisenhower Library 

Keep Freedom in Your Future With U.S. Savings Bonds 



3605 Burchvele Road 
,enetchee, WA 98801 

October 17 , 1978 

Miss Frances C. Elge
923 Poly Drive 
Billings , MT 59102 

· Dear Frances: 

I was sorry not to have seen you when I was in Billings 
last month . Better luck next time . 

Could you help me in connection withe problem related 
to J eannette? A Montane historian ' s criticism of my 
manuscript is that I misunderstand JR's relationship 
to the politics of the time . He seems to think she was 
just a pawn end just did what Wellington told her to do . 
I am aware that she wes influenced by him end regarded 
his advice very highl y , but that does not mean that she 
was not her own women . 

For instance , regarding the 1916 campaign, I mention that 
Republican politicians went to Wellington, xmi asked 
Wellington to tell JR to do this , not to eo that . And 
I suggest that this was because male politicians were 
not used to dealing with a women , didn ' t know how to 
deal . The criticism is that they went to Wellington 
because that ' s where the power•• •• • I t seems to me 
like male chauvinism, ~ut would like to have your opinion. 

With regard to 1940 , you would surely be a good source . 
Criticism is "possibil ity thet she was an accident ..• 
triumvirate of Wheeler-Well ington Rankin-Sam Ford is 
widely be l ieved to have joined to run the state beginning 
in it) 1940... enormous questions about whether or not 
J eannette was in feet a pawn of this trio. Many feel 
that 'wheeler maneuvered her in to beet :kit his old foe 
Jerry O'Connell.'' This leaves Jeannette with nothing. 
Would like your opinion on this. 

Ther e is also the que s tion of Wellington-Jeannette relationship . 
You yourself told me onee , probably not entirely seriously , 
that the reason she never married was that she never found 
anyone to measure up to We l lington . Surely there may
be some truth to thet , oout also it must be remembered that 
she was four years older than he . I f he baa been older 
it would be more understandable , but in my personal experience , 
a little brother four years yowiger , whose diape1•s big 
sist;er had changed , taught him his ABC ' s , etc ., remains e 
little brother . There again• I would be pleased to have 
you elaborate on your opinion . 
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The problem boils down to whether Jeannette was p utty in 
their hands in 1940 or KBEHX* wasn ' t she?H All the 
time I knew J eannette she seemed to me like pretty poor 
putty materiel. You, of course , knew her much better . 

Suppose you accept the premise that she was maneuvered 
into the Republican race in 1940~ some other questions 
remain . Why could they not get another Republ ican. She 
seems to have won pert l y , or largely , because of 
liXan O'Connell's deficiencies . Couldn't somebody 
else have done? 

Well, I surely will thank you for your thoughts on this 
matter , and also any others you would like to give me . 

--•Afterthought , my impression that Jeannette got along 
well with her steff , although a llowances ThUst be made 
for her fierly temper. i•~ Any comments on that? 

Sincerely, 

Morma Smith 



University 
Microfilms 

International 

Dear Customer: 

We are sorry to return your recent order, but we must ask that payment 
accompany orders from individuals. This prepayment policy has been in 
effect since February 1, 1975. 

Your payment must include appropriate shipping and handling charges and 
your state sales tax. We are obligated by law to collect sales taxes due 
your state treasury. 

Attached for your use is a pricing schedule which includes shipping and handling 
charges. 

Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience this may cause you. We 
will give your order prompt attention upon its return and look forward to 
being of service to you. 

Sincerely, 

(}.Jkd-· 
1} I 
CDissertations Publishing 

Customer Services 

300 N. ZEEB ROAD, ANN ARBOR, Ml 48106 USA 313 761 4700 18 BEDFORD ROW, LONDON WC1R, 4EJ, ENGLAND 01 242 9485 



DISSERTATION and MASTERS THESIS PREPAID ORDER 
To order by mail, send this completed form with payment, credit card To order by phone (credit card and institutional customers) call 
information or institutional purchase order to: 800-521-3042 

University
Microfilms 

International 
Dissertation Copies-P.O. Box 1764 Pricing Effective March 15, 1978300 NORTH ZEEB ROAD, ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48106 

SHIP TO: 

Name Tel. No. 

Omit if 
using Title/Department 
home)

address Institution 

NOTE: Please use a separate sheet 
of paper for any inquiry not directly 
connected with this order or phone 
800-521-0600. This will speed our 

Address 
hand!ing _of both your order and 
your inquiry. 

City 

State Zip Code 

"Check one: D Faculty D Staff CD D Student I.D. No. D Non-Academic 

TO ASSURE OPTIMUM TURNAROUND TIME PLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS BELOW BEFORE COMPLETING YOUR ORDER. 
INCOMPLETE OR INACCURATE ORDERS MUST BE RETURNED. 

® @Publication Soft Cover Library Bound 35mm roll Micro-
Number AUTHOR'S NAME PRICEXerographic Xerographic Microfilm fiche 

Mastercharge D Visa D 
ID No. Card No. 

Card No. Expir. Date 

Expir. Date 

STEPS FOR COMPLETING THIS ORDER FORM 

<D Students must enter their student identification number here to qualify for 
academic prices. 

@ Microfiche is available for titles carrying the prefix 76-, 77-, or 78- as their 
initial numerics (e.g., BGD77-1101) 

@ Use the price list below to calculate your cost. 

SUB-TOTAL 

@ SALES TAX 

® Shipping & Handling 

@ TOTAL 

© Add your state's sales tax. Your order will be returned If aalet tax la not 
Included. 

@ If priority rates or special delivery is desired, please use the Special Handl­
ing table below to compute your cost. 

@ Payment In full must accompany all orders from individuals, or complete 
credit card information must be provided above. 

MICROFORM (35mm and Microfiche) XEROGRAPHICDissertation & Master Thesis copies: 
Effective March 15, 1978 U.S./Canada Elsewhere U.S./Canada Elsewhere 

Academic" $ 8.25 ea. $12.00 ea. $16.50 ea. $24.00 ea. 
Other $11.00 ea. $12.00 ea. $22.00 ea. $24.00 ea. 

"Academic prices apply to all universities, colleges, and high schools. Library Bound (Hard Cover): Add $5.00 per volume 
This includes their libraries, departments, faculty, staff, and students. 

REGULAR SHIPPING AND HANDLING: No charge for prepaid orders shipped Special 4th Class. 

SPECIAL HANDLING MICROFORM XEROGRAPHIC 

Priority Mail (the best way) $1.00 + $1.00 per title $1.00 + $2.00 per title 
Special Delivery Add $1.00 per title to priority mail rate Add $1.00 per title to priority mail rate 

OI-30043-OF Printed in U.S.A.Effective date, March 15, 1978. All prices quoted are subject to change. 



3605 Burchvale Road 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 

November 14, 1978 

Xerox University Microfilms 

Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Gentlemen1 

Will you kindly send me microfilms of the following 

Ph . D. theses, 

,-'900'\ Ruetten , Richard T. "Burton K . Wheeler , i:j&-j A 
~O Progressive Between the Wars ... (U . of Oregon , 1961) 

_23p0\ Gutfeld, Amon "Years of Hysteria, Montana, 1917-19211
•11 

UCLA , 1971 . 

I don't know what the price of these is now, but 

will forward a check upon receipt, or you may bll me 

first . 

Yours very truly, ~ ~ ~ 

/f~ --'~ 
Norma Sm1th 

NOV 2 71978 





May 16, 1980 
Dear Millicent, 

I am writing to ask you a big favor , The background is that 
Holmes and Meier , publishers , has asked , thDaugh an agent , to see 
the ms. I promised it to them for the end of March, saying that 
it needed some revision; then I wrote saying it needed more than 
I had thought , and it would be ready the end of May . I took it 
to Gainesville (Fla.,) with me, thinking I would have nothing to 
do in a motel for amonth while Louis was out consulting ,but I 
could not finish it ina month. Also my t ypewriter went on the brli nk , 
However , I am now nearly finished . It has been drastically re­
organized . 

What I would like you ·to do is read it with your good old 
critical pencil (but not be~ore I send it out, I think it is 1n 
~ood enou~h condition to send . You can be reading while they are 
r ading, and if they accept I will need (have needed) such oriticisn, 
and if they do not , I will still need it.) I am also asking 
Reita Rivers, Athens, Ga., to do the same . She is writer and 
editor for the Ga . Sea Grant program (they worry about commerio•al 
fisheries, shrimp harvest , etc . ) and she was for a long time a 
good friend and assistant of Jeannette, toward the end of JR's 
life, 

I have only an original and two carbons, so what I propose 
to do is to send you the first half and .Reita the last half, 
and then exchange , I can ' t afford to let my l ast copy out or 
the house . You aan use a green pencil and she can use a purple , 
maybe . 

Do you think this would be feasible? 

Hope you are both well, and your boys. Not boys any longer 
of course , but that ' s the way I think of them . 

We were g;one about seven weeks . Spent some time 1n Houston 
with Fran and Audrey, some time wandering around Flor1ca, mostly 
inthe Everglades National Park , and a month consulting at the 
University of Florida. 
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After Frances got the Houston office set up and operating and 
counting people , the Census Bureau said they had management 
problems in D. C. , and wanted her back . F ' s house was rented and 
her furniture 1n stora~e, and there was no place to live, so 
Audrey came home with us and is going to school here. Shen 
school is out she is going to Calif . to vlsit Ed and her other 
grandparents , and then go back to her mother, who has now managed 
to get the renters out of her house and get squared away again . 
We are enjoying having Audrey, she is easy to live with, and 
wakes us up every morning at 6130 with kisses . But of course 
the outside -work around here at this time of year is terrific , 
particularly since we didn ' t -•t back till April 17, and so 
life as usual is full of pressures . But I work every morning on 
t he ms ., willy-nilly. 

Frances says the census bureau is in a mess. About two years 
ago five or six top people resigned in protest against the director . 
They got a new director, but apparently things never got smoothed 
out, and they are $imply not ready in personnel or computer 

facilities to orocess the returns . s They have given her con­
siderable authority to move people around, etc •• 

Celia and Ellen are fine . Celia and family seem to be en­
joying Philippines . Eastman has built a new administration bldg., 
so Ellen has a new office and a better place to house her com­
puters. Celia is substitute teaching math . Iom ' s department ' 
is working round the clock seven days a week on account of the 

Iranian nt and Af~hanistan crisis . 

Well , that ' s all the news of any importance . I will 
be waiting to hear what you think of my proposal . 

Say "hello" to Sidney. Oh , yes , Ellen mentioned on the phone 
last night that there was some IE in Little Rock who was from 
Montana State--and before going to Little Rook was with Alcoa ' 
in Wenatchee . But she didn ' t name names , Said she was going 

to call him up next time she was in Little Rook . 

Love to you both , 



May 26, 1980 

Dear Millicent, 

Thanks for your card . I was pretty sure you would come to my 
rescue. I have not yet heard from Reita-- she would be agreeable, 
I believe, but she is very busy, and last I heard her mother was 
in the hospital with something bad . Mother and step-father depend 
on Reita for almost everything, in addition , the mother has a 
gift shop , and Reita is probably trying to keep it going. So 
it n might take her a while , and also, while she would be an 
adequate critic , the main reason I need her is that she has first 
hand knowledge of JR ' s life , toward the end , and I would like her 
point of view on interpretation. 

So I am changing the signals somewhat , and think now that 
I will mail you the entire ms., and ask you to read it before I 
send it to the publisher. Reita can have it la~ar . You say 
you are a fast reader, which I would know without saying , so 
that ought to work aut all rg1th~ I don ' t want you to pQsh 
yourself , though , of course . 

I'm not sending it to you for correction of pimctuaticm, 
grammar , spelling, etc ., though of course would be grat ful 
for 1t , but mostly for the writing.-- • clumsy passages, not 
enough explanation , bad transitions , repetition. , etei. You 

will know what to do, as we have )Bl[I[ both been to the same hard 
school , the Bozeman Writers ' club. 

we got about 1/8 inch of asha were on the northern edge . 
So no problem. You mentioned no mail, did you get so much 
dust in Bozeman that the mail didn ' t go? we were g•iitlg to 
Lewiston this week end to see my fol•s• mother 3ust turned 
90 and Dad is 98 , but couldn ' t get across the path of the ash, 

The ms. should be 1n the same mail as this letter. 
extremely

Thank you so muc•• I shall be/grateful , and if 
this ms . ever is published , so will the readers . 

Sincerely, 



Ju.ne 1, 1980 
Dear M1111centa 

I got the ms . sent off about 10 days ago , thanks to you . 
I really appreciated your thoughtful and protess1onal work , 
and think I have benetitted considerably. Don ' t know why I 

didn ' t know how to spell ~aggression", but that i s just one 
or the many things you helped with . Also , I appreciated the 
complimentary- comments ("nice") in the margins , as I needed 
a little stroking, I get quite depressed about th1s opu.s . 
I saw what you meant about the IWW , and think I was able to 
improve it somewhat , 

You may beinterested in two or three comments of mine . 
About the title , I had already coas1dered Stubborn Woman, 
But it has some tlnpleasant overtones , and •ore importantly, 
it doesn ' t say what I mean , I wish to suggest ten·ac i o1.1s 
movement toward a goal , not s1tt1ng down and refusing to 
budge . However , 1t 1s probably a more salable title , and 1f 
some publisher suggests it I would probablf give in, 
About the future pasts or whatever t hey are called (woulds , 
was toe) , this is a well-known problem of h1etoriaans . I 
have looked into it , beenk beaten over the head about 1t, 
and believe that there are many t i mes when it can ' t be 
avoided . It does , of course , sometimes make for some awkward 
constructions , and I have tried to smooth those over. There 
are many times when the word"later" • or a f~ture date , 1s 
enough of a signal that we are moving out of the time frame . 
But something mu.st be done . I appreciate your mentioning 
it . 

About the single spacing of quotes , 1ou are certainly 
right when the typed ms . is to be the final version. but 
when it is to be presented to printers . everything is double 
spaced, to give the editor room to make corrections, write in 
instructions to the printers , etc . This was called to my at­
tention by the U of Wpresseditor , and I should have known it 
anyway, having woriced around printers for several years . Ther e 
were a few pages that I si ngle spaced , these are some that 
miraculously escaped revi sion, and we re f rom a first version . 
Perhaps I shoul d have ret71>ed t hem. 
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Audrey l eft for Calitomi a to visit her father and other 
grandparents . I talked to her last night , and she sounded 
fine . She is going back to her mother in about 10 days. 
It was great to have her, and things seem very qui&t now that 
she is gone . Perhaps that is wht we kn• are feeding two 
two-mob:llks-old puppies , a gold and a black Labrador, that 
somebody dumped in our bam. . They have been here a bouple 
days, and probably we are .committed without qu1te admitting 
it . We have taken care of Celia ' s black Lab many times, 
she has been with us in Yt:q:t•t• Blacksburg, and · out at the 
lake , and here, and she is the nicest dog we have ever known, 
she now lives 1n Seattle . If these two turn out as well, 
that will be fine . 

When are you and Sidney coming over again? We have 
improved our place considerably, and are beginning to see 

some results of' all the planting we have donw . 
Right now I am deep 1n processing garden stuff a beets , 

spinach, cherries , raspberries , boysenberries, etc. Most 
of it gets frozen . But will take three days off the end . 
of the week tor a bridge tournament . The Wenatchee tournament , 
always held about this time, is very popular 1n the northwest,.._ 
and Califomia and Arizona, and us11all7 runs about 6.S tables 
(playing at once) ,tor three days . They have sessions morning , 
aftemoon, and night, an.d even a midnight session. I am not 
going to play 1n all or them , needless to say. I don ' t have 
the stamina . 

The kids all seem to be well . Celia is teaching a 
dumb course and a smart oollrse in m.ath this summer••! guess 

I shou!a say one tor dumb people and one for smart people . 
Frances is trying to ct all her traveling 1n before Audrey 
comes home--she has been all over the country , Ellen 1s 
pla,1ng a lot of tennis, en~oying her new office , and says 
she will be out here Labor Day. They have decided on a 
friendly divorce , which is certainl7 the best thing to do. 

Well , have a dozen let&ers to write yet . Do try to 
come to see us . We will be here all summer. Regards to 
Sidney, he might be ineterested that Lollis has taken ll:P soaring. 

With love and gratltllde , 



usesPS 1980 Mont Hiatorical Calendar by M.Burlinga.Dl8 Apr.6 l917"Jsannette Rankin voted aiainat 
US entry into World larl", Feb . l,,l971•Jeannette Rankin became lat member ot Suaab B Anthony Hall 
of Fame.",and Nov. 7,l916"Jeannette Rankin elected to ii!iel!ly,J-Mewf~M the world to be elect 
ed to a major parliamentary body. " 

Dear Norma: 

Sorry I ' v• had to be so long readin& your faacinatin& manuscript. First th• volcano 
must have delayed ita arrival . Then couaina from Denver viaited for six days. ( I 
could ha.v• read th• nia.nuacript had it arrived before they did.) And aadly we learned 
ot Sidney's brother ' s terminal illness in London, and then hia death , many back and 
forth phone calls and letter ■ e(H• was 10 yeara younger, hospitalized only 2 weeks . ) 

NOW: I thin- you have done a beautiful job and eagerly look forward to th• finished 
pub'L;.ca.tion, 

I ma ked i~ eraaable pencil so you could use or not as you wished, and then 1ive to 
someime el•• • 

Beaidee b~ing a ,raduate of that"hard school 11 , our Writer's group, I am alao an •x­
Engliab teacher, whose spot■ show, From Howard Dean I s 195, EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION, 
p. ,58, "Quoted Material" : 

Prose quotations of leas than four lines are uaually enclosed in double 
q tation marks and incorporated in the text. Lon&er quotationa are set 
oft from the text . They should b• indented from th• left mariin(as you 
have done) and should be ainile-8paced . No quotation marks are necessary 
aiound typed quotations that are aingle-apaoed, but quotation marks are 
used around all longhand quotation• • 

So I ' ve marked your& MS aooordin1ly. Easier to spot quotations tl;jat way too . Of 
course style manual s vary slightly, but this worth followin&• 

I read '45r1rst caref\tlly,and then read it again double-checking for anything elae. 
Moat of what I noted is self-explanatory. 

I got hune; up occasionally 011 your use of 11 ah• was to" or "ah• would 11 , and opted 
for simple paat most of thai tilll8 unl eaa you very much wished to uae tht__futur• • 
And would recommend your goin& thr ough all such usages and aeeing if ,atineeded . 

I've marked an ocoasional place(only two I think) where more transition seema to 
me needed . 

You seem to go into the intereatin& material on th• Wobbliea too soon, could include 
some sentences on Jeannette's defeat first,ao we know where we are . 

I'd be faao i nat,d to know about Whitehall ! Maybe after publication someone will step 
forward who knowa . Alao was so intersted re La Guardia, whom I always liked . My 
grandmother would have loved readini thia~ a Republican , ah• liked many of th• men 
mentioned . 

You made me intereated in each chapter,in what would come next ,broU&ht her to life . 

I ' m just sorry I'v• not been able to send it back sooner . Be aure and tell me next 
movea . We called UPS and will send it back by them.our PO not very reliable.All mail 
handled in Butte,not even a Bozeman poatmark. Notice it tore your packai• and arrived 
open . UPS says they will get it to you in "a couple of days 11 ,and I'm not sure the PO 
will . 

Will write a letter later r• family affairs . We were East for a month visiting Greg 
and Dixie,Ward,Savannah etc and etc . Love , and Love That Book! 



f004 So. UA/l6on JJ.u•. 
-~ lflq,iia,u,, 59715 

iS~a· 
S c,~ .. 

• 
Norma Smith 
~5 Bw-chvale Road 
lenatoh•• 

_lash. 98801 
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Saturday June 14th 

Dear Norma. a . 

This 1a not the catch-up-wi th-ua letter I WILL write but a haaty 
catch-up-with-Joannette(after all more to the point at preaent l ) 

Hope UPS DID make it before my card to you , what with volcano 
holdin1 forth a,a1n ,but apparently not south , and neither your 
direction nor ours o 

Thursda./Yif.ntfi.1 on Montana TV at 9-9 :,0 on Ohannel 4 ABO from 
Great Fall s, they had brief(about 10 minutea) on the dedication 
of the statue, which I 1m sendinc you the c lipping of, from th• 
CHRONICLE • 

Maybe we will get a better story la.ter,with a pictw-• of th• statue . 
Th• TV gave more information than the paper. Regrettably Channel 4 
was poor and hard to a-,{ Oable man came and put in new cable Friday 
and I just wish we ' d had it then- old one had frayed some;nw and Channel 
4 was the one that suffered . ) 

Mou may know all about this , the statue 8 feet high , done when ahe was 
'6 in 1917,and exact replica of dreaa and ahoea she woro . William Allen 
White 1a words are on a paper she is holdin1( not too clear) or a sheet 
in 1omo way,on the statue, which the paper doesn ' t say ,but the TV' did o 
(Maddeningly ,it was wavering with stripes . ) 

Belle linestine Bell spoke briefly,clearly,approvin& statue . Mrs.Elg• 
also intMduced . 

Intereatinily,a Susan B Anthony dollar is cast into the back. 

Resemblance to sculptor mentioned and she said striking reeemblance to her 
grandmother.Most time spent on scultor,Bell~ and Mrs.E only brief appearances . 

What I will do is look in the library and xerox off Helena or Billinga or 
Great Falls papers that may be better for you. Shall go Monday,closed nowo 

Maybe you know about this,more than I do , if someone in Helena let you lmow. 
Wish you could have been there . There were no notices here about it ahead of 
time . 

Lov• ;tJl,1 • 

PS re spelling I picked up on MS,I find one of mine on carbon I kept of letter 
to you , left off '• ' in interested ! 

PPS Shall stick in other clippings too . 



DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

COLLEGE OF LETTERS & SCIENCE MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY. BOZEMAN 59715 

July 6 1 19t'1 

:forma Smith 
3605 Burchvale J.d. 
1;Jenatchee, 1,Jashington 98COl 

')ear Norma Smith: 

Please excuse the tardiness of my response to your nice letter~ 
Jeannette Hankin. Your note caught up with me in the midst of the final 
paper, final exam assault just prior to my leaving on a two week trip. 
Since you were already in touch with Ronn and Nancy (a.k.a. The Fine '.fun­
ing Gompany) I was aware of your work. I should explain, perhaps, that 
The Fine Tuning Company is a non-profit organization which donn and Nan-
cy incorporated for the express purpose of making them eligible for such 
things as MCH grants. This is the second gra.'1t project which we have col­
laborated on and is so far proving to be the most challeneing and interest 
ing. 

I spoke briefly with Ronn and Nancy on Friday, just prior to their 
leaving on another location, and they asked me to see if mid-August would 
be open for you to be interviewed. i'Je wanted to try and save you for last 
since you seem to have the best handle on the whole of Jeannette Rankin's 
career. What we have so far are fragments from peo2)le who were either too 
close to her personally or else encountered her too briefly to provide us 
with a sense of the whole. After we have had a chance to review the ta;)es 
of Ronn's and Nancy's eastern trip (they were able to interview, among others, 
Ralph Nader, ~ella Abzug anc. Ralph Baldwin) I will try and send you some 
preliminary questions and Duzzles which you might ac.dress. In the meantime, 
any possible syntheses which you might be able to offer of thlhs wonderfully 
paradoxical figure would be most welcome. (Faced with all the contradictions, 
we have in fact gone to the Georgia Committee for the Humanities fcr,r some 
additional funding to extend this film into a one hour documentary.) 

Again, th~ou for your cooperation and we look forward to seeing in 
August if that is acceptable to you. 

Sincerely, 

rt:nt:::r 
Associate Professor 

TELEPHONE (406) 994 • 3768 



)60S Burchvale Road 
Wenatchee . 98801 
July l)t 1981 

Jolm Ramage 
Associate Professor 
Department of English 
Montan,.. State Un1vere1 tY. 

Bozeman, Montana 59715 

Dear John Ramage, 

Your 1nterest1ng letter arrived several daya ago and I 
have been thinking it over. You use words like .. contradictorr" 
and"paradoxioal . ~ So have map:y other pec,ple t I , however, 
see Jeannette Rankin ' s career developing in a fa1rl7 straight 
line , and I enclose a little essa.7 setting 1t forth as I 
see it . It would be helptul to me , however, if 7011 would 
give me some concrete 1nstanoes ot the paradoxes , 

Almost any time in the summer 1s all. right for you to come 
here , We are are 1n and out , b11t not u.sual.11' for more 
than three da,s (have to 1rr1gate) , and we have a fair 
amou.nt of company. We are expecting house guests about 
August 14 (dattghter and grandsonl and they will be here 
a few days . But 1f you wanted to come abo11t that t1me I 
suppose that would not interfere, All I really need to 
know is some sort ot firm date when you can give me one , 

I keep wondering about the weather in Bozeman. e have had 
snch a cold summer , and tode.J there 1a fresh snow to the 
south of us , down to about 5000 feet , 

With best wishes to all of you and your pro3eot , 

S1noerel7, 

https://u.sual.11


Jeannette Rankin as Pioneer . 

By- Norma Smith 

Jeannette Rankin was a woman of deep ded1cat1on1 to 
e1-tizensh1p . People of deep dedication a.re called .. saints" 
when they are religious, "geniuses"when so1ent1f1o, "statesmen" 
when political, noraokpots" when not understood . A selfless 
dedication to citizenship is not understood because 1t seems 
to bring its possessor (or the possessed) neither money nor 
honor . Yet, 1n a democracy we are supposed to be citizens . 
once some women friends from the South asked Jeannette and her 
Montana v1s1tor how 1t was that they became so interested in 
politics . Said , the visitor , "We were expected to be o1t1zens . " 
Jeannette was impressed by this remark . She herself was not 
one to verbalize motivations for her actions , 

If oit1zenship did not come naturally 1t had to be 
learned in the frontier wher~ Jeannette grew up . There were 
dangers that could not be met singly. There was much work 
to do to build for the future . An energetic and :respar,.-le 
intelligent person N1turally took a place as a respons1ble 
member of the community , Yet there was a conflicting side of 
the pioneer personality, ind1viduali sJl\, Ihese people had 
left older settleAcommun1ties with older settled ideas, they 
had often differed with the old ideas to begin with , and then 
in a new environment they were forced to develop new ways of 
thinking. They were probably self-reliant to b~ with, to 
venture into the unknown. Some extreme 1ndiv1dual1sts became 
mountain men , pirates, bonanza seekers , but these were not 
the people who built the new communities . The ordinary pioneer 
was an innovator, a pragmatist, a self-reliant 1ndividuU1st 
who found it necessary to cooperate responsibly with others . 
Such were the seeds of western democracy. 



2JR as Pioneer 

As a citizen Jeannette Rankin took as her area of activity 
social concerns , especially the welfare of children . !hat 
society had a concern for the disadvantaged was a pioneering 
idea then; economic Darwinism had left such things to charity. 
Jeannette's experiences as a children's social worker led her to 
enter another pioneering movement , woman's suffrage , no doubt with 
the motivation of most women, tired of seoond-olass citizenship , 
but also because she believed the necessary social legislation 
could not be passed without women ' s votes , 

Her election in 1916 as the first Congresswoman was a 
historical accidents because both representatives were elected 
at large , although she could not expect to win first , she could 
be second . HaV1ng Just led the successful suffrage campaign 
in Montana, and it being the first election in which women had 
the vote, it did not take great acuteness on her part and that 
of her political brother Wellington to see that she oould be 
elected . It did, tho~gh, take pioneer courage to accept 
such a radical idea. 

In the woman s~ffrage movement pacifism was often men-
nad been 

tioned; in fact it -... impressed on Jeannette by her closest 
friend in Seattle in 1910 . .And pacifism would come naturally 
to the humanitarian Jeannette . But it was not only women who 
were pacifists 1n those days . Pacifism was intertwined with 
the growing progressive movement. socialism, the labor movement . 
F!fty-six Senators and Representatives voted against World 
War I , As we know, Jeannette was one of them. 

World War I stopped the progressive movement and Jeannette ' s 
political car•er. She went on to paid lobbying for social 
welfare and for pacifism. In 1941 she was 1n Congress again , 
having seen a political vaoeuum t hat ,e,, ~ould f!µ• _(She -tt._. I/__ . 

was astute at analyz1ng political sittlatio& ~ o vot:--r ~ -
against World War II . Some have said it was sheer stubbornness, 
but it was stubbornness born of conviction. 



JR as Pioneer 

When she left Congress she was 62, too notorious to get 

a job with some humanitarian organization, except perhaps 1n 
the back room stutt1ng envelopes . There were few such jobs 

anyway. so she went back to Georgia, where she had lived part 
t1me for nearly 20 years , and was to live for nearly JO more . 
She had a much-loved little three•room share-cropper ' s cabin 
1n the country . She lived a good life between it and her 

relatives 1n Montana , with extensive world traveling. 
Her living conditions 1n Georgia were Spartan, perhaps 

even squalid . She had almost no moneys although Wa111ngton 
was generous , she accepted trom h1m from time to time only 

money for travel . But the real reason for the extreme 
s1mpl1c1ty or her life 1n Georgia was her scorn tor the "stupid 
money s7stem. " She prided herself on making do with so little . 
She felt the "stupid money system" was responsible for the 

unequal distribution of goods which left a few with luxuries 
while othere starved , She had come throl.lgh the panic of 1907, 
the great depression of the thirties , and even 1n good t imes 
there were hungry people , The country oould produce enough 
food , clothing, housing, teachers and doctors for everyone , 
but it did not distribute them. "Luxuries , " she often said , 

"are not right with children are hungr7. •• Besides this 
soc1al dispar1ty, she strongly believed the "stupid money system" 
promoted militarism to roster profits , 

With the development of muolear warfare , her concern for 
peace became overriding. She did what she could to encot1rage 
the Vietnam protesters (she was then 1n her 80 ' s) , and 
propagandized when she saw an opportunity. She refused to 
pay the taxes on her telephone bill (they had been imposed to 
help pay tor the war) . She hoped to be arrest ed and sent to 

jail, but alas , the IRS simply went to her bank and collected , 



JR as Pioneer 4 
Her voting 1n h1s decade has been point ed out as an 

instance of her many contradictory actions , tor she voted 

tor Goldwater 1n 1964 and McGovern in 1968. But she was not 
voting for Gol d.water , she was voting egainst Johnson, whom 

she had known 1n Congress . He was "Roosevelt ' s flu.nky , 0 and 
had "helped Woosevelt get us into war. " She thought Johnson 

might do so again , and his handling of the Vietnam situation 
has tended to prove her right . She gave some lame reasons 
for voting for Goldwater ; such as the "m1lite.ry" (she meant 
Eisenhouwer' s "m111tary£1ndustr1a1 complex) was making Goldwater 
out to be militaristic so people would vote against him, and 
also Goldwater was of Jewish origin and she respected Jews . 
She often gave lame exouses for her actions , It was dift1oult 
tor her fo formulate acceptable reasons to a disapproV1ng 

publio, perhaps even to herself • and I d.on • t think she tr1ed 
very hard to do so . 

Although Jeannette had been living 1n obscurity, 
her anti-Vietnam activities gave her some prominence , and 

the rising women ' s movement swept her again into the limeli ght. 
The SOth anniversary of her vote against World War I occurred 

in 1967, and that brought her some }(:d: publicity. The 
women ' s movement was proud of her , she was an energetic and 

attractive and articulate old lad, , and almost the only one 
lett from suffrage days . She didn ' t get along well wit h them , 
however . She thought the movement took talent and energy 
away from the real problem, peace . Nuclear warfare would 
involve llA all , and 1ts probablt,.. effeets made other issues 
B Kllllll:X nnimportant . Besides , the women ' s movemont was too 
wrapped up 1n the "stupid money system , " there being too much 

talk about pay and prestige . She said to one horrified young 
woman magazine interviewer, "What kind or a job do you want? 

Cutting off chilken heads?" That was what her black tenant 
d1d. for a 11v1ng. In addition, some of the women acted as if 

they had invented the issue . 

-

https://m1lite.ry
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JR as Pioneer s 
Jeannette herself was partty to blame, however, tor not 

getting along with them. She had always had problems 
gett1ng along w1th people . Though she 1s usually described 

as charming, magnetic • radiating eonf1d.ence , many people 
felt there was a fundamental diffidence , a laok of self­

conf1denee, 1n spite of the brilliantly learned leasons in 
speaking to and dealing with the public . What is known of 

her youth re1ntoroes this impression. She had the little oh1p 

on her shoulder that can oftenwll8 Riff~n~n people of energy 
and brains , both men and women , /for reasons for example of 
ethnic minority or class d i stinction , relegated to an inferior 

position. Besides that , she had a horrendous temper , more 
under control as she grew older , but never entirely so . She 

had terrible temper tantrums . With that kind of personality 
to be dealing constantly with the public must have taken 

tremendous toll of nervo(Js energy. Fortunatly she had that 
in abundance , These J,roblems , and her intense individualism, 

meant that she was never successful at working for others . 
the many seeming failures in her life ooourred when she was. 
not in command . She shone when she could do her own organizing 
and managing. Underlings adored her , co-workers had mixed 

feelings, bosses threw up their hands . 
Jeannette Rankin was not an intellectual, 1n the sense 

of foraulat1ng l!Qr philosophy. She was a pragmatists she thought 
actions should be guided by reason, not habits she thought 
new ideas should be tried to see if. they would work . 

She was the 1dee.1 exemplar of the pioneer American, 
anf individualist dedicated to democracy, pragmatic, 
self-reliant , hardy, hard-working, conscious of responsibility , 

welcoming new circumstances and new ideas, looking to the future . 

I. 



.1Q04 South Willson March 10, 198.3
Bozeman, MT 59715 

Dear Noma: 

First, Return of Indonesia, we very much enjoyed it, what a good job you did. 

Then I am enclosing program in which I did a five-minute memorial for Kit. I 
would appreciate it if you would slip it into an envelope and return it, as I 
thought maybe Peg Kraenzel would be interested. 

The first part was nice, and amusing end with signs and props for the Smior 
Center, BUT I don't like to be h~rded by age, variety better. And large con­
tingent .6rom nursing hOJDe s looked blankJ.y at me, I v.a sn I t sure the microphone 
worked. It was a relief when a younger woman smiled. Sidney thinks the others 
didn ' t have enough energy to• 

.Ray Wood.riff had been ill some time, but still going to his research,in between 
chemotherapy for prostate cancer,and introvenous feeding at the hospital, as 2/3 
of stonach removed for bleeding ulcer operation in summer . But he ma.de it to our 
eggnog party in January, and still full of research ideas . Memorial in summer whe~ 
.family always gathered and camped together. 

Ulysses Grant olipping because you almost did him once instead of Jeannette! 

Also further Jeannette material. Sidney got to see it with me,and I enjoyed it 
again. The Burlingames missed it, but all have a ahance to see on PBS late May or 
June, and the 2 film-makers said they'd tell you in time. But watch for the PBS 
advertising,with your back-a.nd-.forthing. 

Your getting floorcovering for kitohen is what we should do this summer. Ward and 
Joanna and Andrew are coming around Christm:i.s to do winter Park instead of sUI!liller 
so we should get some things done , as I think no summer visitors for a change. 

l 'd have liked to have seen Hal Holbrrok too, nice to have chances like that in 
SeattJ.e. 

We will think of you and Celia and all on Death Valley trip. We will be somewhat 

down that way,leaving March 24 for 2 weeks in Phoenix with S's sister Sonia,and. 



we 1ll see Grand Canyon for first time., also desert in bloom,hopei'ully. Then :nzy 
sister in Savannah, S• s 50th Reunion at U of Alabama., which we hope does not get 
each to tell story of life a la your dread experience at Idaho! I will sa_. .,n:ain 
event was to have been Bear B:ryant.,but is football game . Then dipping in on \.klrd 
and Joanna and NYC., some friends ., Greg and Dixie in Urbana,and winding up with a visi 
in Denver ., toget back here Ma.y 9. Longest we I ve been a'l£y. 

What did you think of Ghandi?ApparentJ.y superb actor.,but I );.lave seen reviews that 
say history inaccurate ., cf March 6 NYT. (Arts Section,S,00.ay) 

Today is 641 Doubtless lying in '!£it to see us off with a bliz7ard. 

Love,have fun on expedition, AAJJ 
\"'J/1/I J I 

The Temples enjoyed Indonesia too., but had a cold so didn ' t get it to Burl,ingames. 

~ got 1st .bad cold in yet=1.rs ., getting better.,but generously gave to me . WASH YOUR 
HANDS atter reading this! 

We had 2 postcards from Dixie I s meetings in New Orlaans.,Greg went along. Arrived 
last Saturday.,retll:ljing tomorrow,~gruuias out ., '70s. They are having lbvely time . 
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Portland, Oregon 97219 
Telephone: 503-244-6l Bl 



360.S Burchvale Road 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 
March 29, 1988 

Dr. Janet Kinney 
316 W. Barde 
Ch:::.cago Ill. 60614 

Dear Dr.Kinney: 

Your cousin Dorothy Brown gave me your address when I talked to her in Del 
Mar las~month. She was not well, but we hope she is all right now. 

To introduce myself, I was a friend of your Aunt Jeannette's for many years, 
both in Montana and Georgia, and I am doing some writing.(Qualifications, besides 
personal knowledge, degrees in journalism and history, newspaper and free lance 
experience. I have seen all the available papers--those that are now at 
Radcliffe in Great Falls when John Board had them, some at Athens and Watkinsville, 
Ga., those deposited a few years ago by Belle Fligelman at the Montana Hisktorical 
Library. I had an article about your augt' s vote against World War I in 
Ms. Magazine in March 1986. ) 

You may remember my husband, Louis Despain Smith, from when you were both in 
pre-med at the lJniuversity of Idaho. He has had an active career in research 
microbiology, and retired from the Virginia anearobe center 12 years ago. He 
has contlnued to be active in consulting and publishing. 

I am writing to ask if you can give rre,any information about JR's tri-geminal 
neuralgia. Dorothy thouglt she developed it in her forties. But there is a 
letter written by her when she was in Congress in 1918 to a doctor in Michigan 
thankin~im for helping hefr in 1912 when she was in such pain, thanking him 
for the "little black Pills" and asking for more. Dorothy thought she had 
something very painful, something that was hush.!.hush except in the family, 
in 1914,possibly TB of the bone. She also had a "violent" pain in her ear. 
The "little black Pills" sound like an opiate, which I suppose was what they 
used in those days. There is surprisingly little information about the 
disease in the U. of W. medical library. I know,of course, and have talked 
to Dr. Ward in Watkinsville, that she had a nerve severed in Atlanta 
in the late 1970's. 

There is really very little specific information about JR's health. 
One writer, not too accurate, says she had poor health in her chilchood, 
that because of that her father thought she could not be a nurse. He 
does not give his source. 

I should be very pleased if you could give me any of your thoughts on 
the subject. 

Sincerely, /~- L --()! 
( tforma Smith) 

• 



2 

Your remarks aoout JR being impatient with band a1os when the sysstem 
itself was causing the injuries, I agree with completely. I don't 
remember Ad.aams letter, though. Should have seen it. I believe 
JR went to San Francisco about 1907 (I have all the dates in my 
files), then went to r~Y to sttKly social work in 1908-1909, and to 
Spokane and Seattle to work for the Washington State Children's Horne 
Society in 1909-10.k Lost her job, took a course or two at Ul-l, 
(I have sane some research there), and became caaught up in the 
1910 Washington woman suffrage campaign. 

One of the mysteries is why she quit teaching school at 
Whitehall aboutl 1905. Ostaasibly she had only a temporary 
license (not having any education credits), and had to take an exasm 
in the middle of the year and failed to pass it. How,unless she 
was ill, she certainly could have passed. Did she deliberately 
flunk? Aid she have an unproductive love affair? I think 
Ted Harris tried to explore this subject with her, but she kkept 
her own counsel. Incidentally, Ted Harris, whan I knew well in 
Georgia, will not share his tapes with me. 

We have bought a new house (s.se address at head of letter), 
and don't have all our books unpcked. I just went to lookl up 
bone TB in 1916 Britannica, and find it is somewhere in the 20 
boxes of books. 

We are pleased with the invitation to Flathead Lake, and will 
probably take you up on it. We have an old friend from Bozer11an 
days at Polson, and can stay with her, tco., so would not hcive to 
impose ;on you too much. 

I might add that we have a nice guest room and bath in this 
house, which is mostly out in the country in among the orchards, 
with a 1180 degree ofiekeof the mountains. Perhaps you cuod 
could stop here. Wenaatchee is a nice plee.e, one of the best-
kept secrets in the northwest. Lots of sunshine; a short winter. 
All mountains, rivers, lakes, and or chards. 

So consider coming to see us. 

Again, thank you for your letter, and I hope we can get 
together this l&Bl~r. 

Sincerely, 



3605 Bu~chvale Road 

Wenatchee, WA 98807 

Ma~ch 29, 7 9 8 8 

Mo. Do~othy B~own 

950 St~at6o~d Cou~t 

Du Ma~, CA 

Dea~ VMothy: 

Thanh you 60~ allowing uo to oee you laot month. We we~e oo~~y 

you. wue ill and cutainly hope you a~e all ~ight now. We ohould 

no,t have come at all, buz when we made the appoinzmenz I aMwned you 

would be be:tte~ in a 6ew dayo. 

I am w~iling a b~le6 oynopolo 06 what we d~cuooed, oo that you 

may di_,ooent o~ add ao you li_,he. (Feb~ua~y 25, l988). 

JR' o ouzotandi_,ng cha~actui_,oti_,c wao hu adher...ence to belie6lhe,11. 

i_,n opile 06 the coot to he~ pe~oonally. He~ expe~ience wilh 
o~phan agencieo b~ohe he~ hea~t, ohe wao due~mi_,ned to do oomuhlng 
60~ cWd~en, and 60~ that women'o voteo we~e needed. She wao a 
~ationali_,ot and not i_,ncUned to a ~eli_,gi_,ouo o~ myotical philooophy 
06 U6e, She wao upod when oome membe~o 06 the 6amily tu~ned 
to Ch~iot.I_,an Science. She had a ot~ong oenoe 06 6amily ~eoponoi­
bilily. You ag~eed wilh hu ~emMh ( quoted by me) that 11 Ranhi_,no 
a~e lonuo even i6 we a~e g~ega~iouo. 11 You thought ohe ota~ted having 
tic doulou~eux in he~ 40 10,You~ mothe~ told you the~e wao talh 06 
.JIii-, oomuhlng ve~y oe~kouo, pe~hapo TB 06 the bone, not opohen 06 
outoide the 6amily, the yea~ ou66~age wa/2 won in Montana (7974) 
She had a vi_,olent pai_,n in he~ ea~. You hnew nothi_,ng 06 the 
11 liltle blach pillo II that ohe tooh ao eMly ao 7 9 7 2 ( acco~ding to 
a luter... 06 he~o In the Helena Hioto~ical Ub~a~y.) 

I'm /20~~y we couldn't talh longu. It wao ext~ao~dina~ily hlnd 06 

you to lu uo in at all. I muot mention we we~e ext~emuy i_,mp~eooed 

wilh you~ location, the Paci6ic Ocean all buz lappi_,ng at you~ 6ed. 

Wilh beot wiohe~, 



Norma Smith 
.3605 Burchvale Road 
Wenatchee, WA 98801 

Dear Norma Smith--

I Just re-found your letter of March 29, 1988! Last year, 
particularly last summer, was a total bummer for me. When 
you came, I simply was not myself. I was coming down with 
an episodic depression which visits me every ten years or 
so--for no reason the shrinks can pinpoint. I remember your 
visit dimly and through a cloud. Spent the summer from late 
June to mid September in the madhouse (two weeks out in 
between for pneumonia, caught during my incarceration) and 
finally made it to Montana and my house on Flathead Lake for 
recuperation. 

I hope this explanation helps you to know that I had looked 
forward to meeting you, was devastated at my own lack of 
performance when you did come, and finally was so impolite I 
did not answer your very nice letter. Can you forgive me? 
I'm back to my ordinary self, and very interested to know 
how your book on JR is coming. 

With regard to your question about Jeannette's problem with 
tic doloureux, I don't think it began as early as 1914. J 
had a miserable scar on her neck under her left ear. When I 
asked my mother (Edna) about it, she told me me that it had 
been a great secret, but that J had been diagnosed as having 
tuberculosis of the bone behind her ear. Since TB in those 
days was regarded as a disease of the poor, for a 
middleclass young woman to have it would be scandalous. So 
she was sent to San Francisco (there were Rankin relatives 
there, but whether she stayed with them--disclosing her 
1ow-c 1ass disease to them or not, I don't know. ( In my 
day--I don't know how old you are--cancer was concealed, 
felt to be a lower class disease!) I never directly asked 
Jeannette about her neck, although when I helped her wash 
her hair, and "blue" it with bluing, it was hideously 
apparent. 

On the other hand, my cousin Virginia Ronhovde tells me I am 
a 1 iar:that J's problem was a mastoid ear infection, 
improperly dealt with. This, Virginia says, she got 
verbatim from our mutual grandmother. Take your choice. 
My miind tells me that Olive Rankin was a 1 iar and 
manipulater, easily up to transforming a "family scandal 11 

into a simple case of mastoid infection. It fails to 
include why J. was sent to San Francisco, but I'm not 
arguing with Virginia;she has much more authority simply in 
her manner than I. 



I did think, however, that that trip to San Francisco came 
much earlier than 1914, because it was in SF that she caught 
the suffrage fever, and began working through it in both 
mind and action. <While in SF, she began seeing settlement 
house people and catching their disenchantment.) I have 
seen, and was too dumb to copy, a letter from Jane Addams to 
JR, responding to J's complaint that settlement work was 
only patchwork, after the fact. JR must have suggested to 
Jane Addams that only by doing something about the power of 
men to run women's 1 ives--i.e., change the system. 
Suffrage! Miss Addams reply was cool and cautious: better 
to bind up the wounds of the battered than to bust one's 
head against a stone wal 1 . 

(You must remember, however, that I am recalling Miss 
Addams' letter, and assuming from what it said to what 
Jeannette must have written to get that response.) Not a 
very reliable piece of historicity. 

The "1 ittle black pills" you mention still do not evoke any 
memory in me. Perhaps next summmer when I go to Montana, 
I can go look at the letter you mention. 

A few years ago, I bought a house by Flathead Lake, 8 
miles east of Polson. Until last summer, I have rented this 
Del Mar house as early as possible, and gone to the Flathead 
house. I had hoped to go in June this year, but my renters 
want July 1 to Sept 4. So I probably won't get to Flathead 
until the end of June. <Impossible to leave and unihabited 
house in Del Mar; we have been named the burglary capitol 
of So .Ca1 . ) 

Please forgive me for my derilection both in meeting you and 
responbding to your very nice letter. Since Wenatchee is 
much closer than Del Mar, perhaps you could come visit me 
there? Have room; would love to see you and natter away 
about our curious, eccentric subject. 

Hope to hear from you soon. 

My best to you and Mr. Smith 

/ ~ 

M:c~ orothy Brown 
950 Stratford Ct. 
Del Mar, CA 92014 
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2449 tlortt •• ave.1 :-.1~ 

[ . t ,venatchee, WA 98802 
March 1... , 1,, · 

r e: 

1 ,. your very nice letter. It was r..: • ious .. l • 

at place i , Del ~,. that you were well (,11t you had yourI 

, 1: [I l l you; I was , • 1' c at • '·· wel you n I c, yourself it1 

,; ym .. ~ , apparent i ness) . So we :t, not stay very l l, , ,
' 

.8! I iI >' . try to pick up where we left off . 

?/ 1 , .. ·~ .( . et • ew yearxs , _. (if anything is ever canpleted; 
I ; , , a re-writer, not a writer) . l l • ana University Press was going 
' !.. . •t, an<t t • tor was verv ~limentary, rut hherco-editorl. 

1\;i f ' , •L tory , : Joan . , r f Wilson, whom I , tve iciiown since 
1l 9 . . , • • she borrowec some of my material . Hdan thought we should 

' .t n c nscl larJ 1 , • ; tus", rnleaning . xnebody with a L !.• D and 
a standi , ir , •, tory - .7ofessi n. She , thought I E - . ' , pick 
up . co-author, ,·, her choice was a very i :· . • 1y in Bellington. 

, had an intervh \ ; nei • '-J f us was , • interestec it 1 

co-authors; ~ 1e L • • , , lf, t the University ;. ,.:re :.. c felt she 
did not 1 t' the • •· Anyway, ner Ph. D. isin linguistics; I could 
not see situation woulc be ve-ry productive.. So it was left at that. 

I ; .._. l • since. 1be ms . is annotatecl an{ sources cited;1.. ., 1 ·, 

I : , . • f • originals in my files . I have seen all the material now 
·,,. : , i.,l e, I think: the papers now at Radcliffe, which I saw when 
Joh, oard • '-°" • ", • in Great fc'alls; some papers at the Univerdty of 

(.•_ rgi8_L ti .! material Winestine gave to the Uontana State 
Ustorical Society library, and San£ other material they have there. 
Also have • ·es of everything I thought pertinent . And as you know, 
Lt " t , : lerable time w1th Jeannette in the 10 years before her 
deatt , r ' .. :::. • , f ran i -..: tL he recei.ved an honorary degree from t1ontana 
State Univt • y at the same time I c., t my master's in history. 

I was interested in the theory of the mastoid operation;they 
were fr~t in ( days before antibiotics, and also frequently 
- • . (I lB<t , , in Lewiston, Idaho, in 1922; left a very neat 

scar) . ! lar; . ~( 1. to read up on IB of the bone and see ·,. it was 
treated at the turn of the century. I arn also interested in your 
theory that it ..[·~ hushed up for social reasons . Was there that 
much cJ.ass consciousness in Missoula in those days? I grew up 
innorthel.,, Idaho ., was hardly aware of it tmtil I wWent east in 
1936. But I agree that there were many thi.ngs not mentioned 
aloud. Being able now to say a11<1 print what you mean, even if it 
is l ut cancert syphilis, AIDS, mental illuess, is one of the 
(possibly fewJ good things atx>ut this ear. 





Division of Chemical Health and Safety <H:;AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 



201 25th St. N.E. • East Wenatchee, WA 98802 

t1ay 7, 19':. , 

Karen Offen 
Institute for- Res arch on .omen and G <" er 

Serra Hous 

Stan or California 43 . 5- 640 

Thank you o much 1or y ~ l. 1 tt • Yr •.1 C t , . , , t 8 

are much appreciated nd well c sid re< . 

I als enjoyed t ,e paper; was ot f~ i 

wit Goegg . 

s . . I. . . I ' , enclosing a copy of the , rtic e i 

Obviously it had to be u cc . !,: ~ ee l. - t h 

magazine . I insist n oi it ·se , a 1 

they rat r reluct: .·tly acqui , see . 

I shall certainly tti l k about your . u· estions . 

Sincerely , 

• orma ' , it 1 
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October 9, 1992 

Talked last ~might with Reita Rivers, in regard to John 

Levy's call looking for people who knew JR, as he wants to 
make a film. 

Reita said that a few years ago she got a ca11r from 
a woman who said her mother was JR's daughter. Said 
JR tried to keep her for a few months, found she could 
not do so, and put her up for adoption. This woman 
had always known she was JR's daughter, but did not J 
bring it up in order not to spoil JR's career. ~ fv..>-­
mother was at that time dying of cancer, and the woman 
thought the family might care to help financially. IC:,.. 

Reita gave the woman Dorothy Brown's phone number. 



Jan. 9, 1996 
Dear Norma Smith, 

I am Cassie Call. I talked to you on the telephone January 

8, 1996 about getting some information about Jeannette Rankin for 

the National History Fair. If you would please write back and 

answer these questions, ~ would be very grateful. My address is: 

3021 Basswood 
St. George, 

8§790 

Circle 
Utat 

.J?Lf7C/0 

1) What education did Jeannette receive during her life? 

2) What affect did she have on the future of women being in 

Congress? 

3) How did Jeannette get interested in politics? 

4) Do you have any quotes or speeches she gave about opposing 

World War I and World War II? 

5) What awards and honors did she receive during her lifetime? 

6) Did she have any nicknames throughout all of her life? 

7) What was her childhood like? 

8) Do you have any quotes or speeches she gave while in Congress? 

Please write. If there is any way I can get your 

unpublished book that would be wonderful. My number is: 

801-628-7072. Thank you so much! 



Volney Steele 
4026 Bridger Canyon Rd. 

Bozeman, MT 59715 

July 1, 1999 

Dear Mrs. Smith, 

I downloaded this tic douloureaux information for you. (See below) In all the years I practiced I 
never diagnosed a case myself I am deeply into your book on Jeannette. There are so many 
fascinating things about her life. I am finding some things that you have uncovered about her 
relationship with her brother that will be helpful to me. When I have finished with your work, I 
would like to spend some time and discuss the subject with you. 

You asked about Wellesley. Virginia Ronhovde told me that information. She herself graduated 
from there. Her mother Hattie went there and also Edna (Edna also went to the University of 
Wisconsin and graduated from Law School at the University ofMontana). I don't know about 
the other sisters. Somewhere I read, but cannot find it now, that John telegraphed Wellesley that 
he was putting one ofhis daughters on the train and that he expected someone there to meet her 
because she intended to attend classes there. This apparently without any preliminary 
correspondence. • 

I look forward to discussions with you. 

smJ/JM 
Vol Steele 

Trigeminal neuralgia (TGN) is a peculiarly painful paroxysmic disorder 
with an annual incidence of4.3 per 100,000, which undergoes spontaneous 
remissions and recurrences. The pain, which is subserved by large not 
small fibers, can in some cases be triggered from outside the trigeminal 
territory and by other than mechanical stimuli. There are strong autonomic 
influences on the pain, and there is cutaneous vasoconstriction in the 
trigeminal territory in which it occurs. There are also sensory perception 



deficits for temperature in the affected region and for touch in the whole 
trigeminal territory. There is now increasing evidence that the majority of 
cases are caused by vascular compression of the fifth nerve at its point of 
entry into the pons, for the pain can be relieved ( with restoration of the 
sensory deficit) by surgical decompression. No anatomical abnormalities 
of the (peripheral) trigeminal nerve have ever been satisfactorily 
demonstrated. Arguments are examined for the hypothesis that TGN is 
essentially a disorder ofcentral processing, the term being taken to 
include the oligodendroglial-sheathed proximal segment of the nerve. 
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