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April 23, 1985

Norma Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, WA 98801

Dear Norma Smith:

Thank you for submitting your material to us for consideration. We are
sorry to have to respond with a form letter, and trust that you will
understand the exigencies of today's very tight budgets that tax-exempt,
non-profit organizations like ours work on.

We are sorry to say that your material does not fit our current
publishing plan. In general, we are interested in primary texts that
have both a broad general sale in bookstores, and long-term consistent
adoption as a book for college classrooms.

Under separate cover, we are sending you a catalog. If you have
specific questions about our publication policy, we trust you will write
to us again. We hope you will find our books interesting enough to
order, and that you will also enjoy becoming one of our general support-
ers. All funds contributed to The Feminist Press are tax-deductible.

Cordially,
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H
Florence Howe 65“
Director of Research
and Publishing
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October 8, 1985

Norma Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, Washington 98801

Dear Norma Smith:

In response to your recent letter, let me say that I am

sorry that we were unable to come to some agreement regarding
your Jeannette Rankin manuscript. I am certainly glad, however,
that at least you and Kathryn Anderson had an opportunity

to meet together. I have discussed both your letter and
Kathryn Anderson's letter with Joan Hoff-Wilson. We both
agree that it probably would be better for all concerned if
you did indeed seek out a commercial publisher.

Therefore, I am returning your manuscript herewith. I wish

you the best of luck with this project and apologize for any
misunderstandings which may have resulted from our differing
views of this project. Again, thank you for the opportunity
to consider this manuscript.

Sincerely,

O Y
‘QK

Joan Catapano
Sponsoring Editor
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October 8, 1985

Norma Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, Washington 98801

Dear Norma:

I am sorry that the collaboration with Kathryn Anderson did not work

out. You know how valuable I think the research you have done on Jean-
nette is; however, you also know that I strongly believe that this
material must be interpreted from the point of view of her place in
women's history. Otherwise, your biography, like so much of the material
already published on Rankin, will not provide the breadth and depth of
interpretation which IU Press requires for its EVERYWOMAN SERIES. I do
not think that placing your material in an historical context would
narrow the scope and description of Rankin's life and the importance of
her career.

I am also sorry that after all this time it locks like we will have to
agree to disagree over this matter because I am convinced that your
primary resource material is the best that I have seen on Rarkin.
However, at this point, she does not deserve another ancedotal treat-—
ment.

My best,

a@an

Joan Hoff-Wilson
Executive Secretary
JHW/dl
CC: Joan Catapano
Kathryn Anderson










The University of Nebraska Press publishers of Bison Books
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April 13, 1998

KarenR ™ ngeteig
143 Concord Avenue
Lexington, MA 02173

Dear Ms. Longeteig,

Thank yor for your letter describing your aunt’s manuscript, “American Pacifist, Feminist,
and First _ _ngresswoman: Jeannette Rankin.” As you note there has not been a
significant work dealing with this important figure in American political and Western
history. I would enjoy seeing the full manuscript.

I'look forward to examining the full work. Best wishes to you both,

Sincerely,

W Cland ijﬂ e

W. Clark Whitehorn
History Editor (402) 4 -5945
ww@unlinfo.unl.edu

312 North 14th Streec
ro Box 880484
Lincoln, NE 68588-0484
TEL: 402 472-3581

FAX: 402 472-0308
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To our knowledge, there is no scholarly, full-length treatment of Rankin’s life and work. There are
children's books, unpublished theses, and entries in anthologies of 'heroines'. There was one
biography aimed at the adult market published in 1974, which was poorly written and not
comprehensive. It is scandalous that the American public has before them no interesting and
authoritative biography of such an important moral leader.

This work includes new material treated nowhere else -- that of Jeannette Rankin's extensive travels in
India, where she first met Chester Van Allen, an American doctor working there. Their friendship
and correspondence comprised Jeannette Rankin's only known romantic interest. (The letters were
discovered concealed behind the wallpaper in JR's house after her death.)

One chapter of this book was published as a stand-alone article in MS. Magazine in March 1986.
Mrs. Smith was interviewed for a PBS video entitled "Jeannette Rankin: The Woman who voted
No", published in 1984. The author has some personal photographs taken while she was visiting
Ra " "2, which could possibly be used as illustrations.

The author, who is 85 years old’, is active and maintains her passionate interest in JR's life. She
authori: ' me, at my own request, to investigate publishing possibilities for the manuscript, when I
expressed my desire to see Jeannette Rankin get the attention she deserves.

Thank you very much for taking the time to look at the enclosed chapter. If you have any questions,
you may call me; I will also be happy to give you Norma Smith's address and telephone number at

your request.

Sincerely yours,

Karen R. Longeteig

Enc.: As stated

' While I do not have with me a formal curriculum vitae for my aunt, I can supply the following information:
Norma Longeteig Smith was born in Lewis County, Idaho, around 1913. She graduated from the University
of Idaho about 1935 and later obtained an MA in History from the University of Montana. She was a social
worker in Portland, Oregon during WWII, then became a homemaker, raising three children. She was
married to Louis DeSaint Smith (died 1994), a professor of microbiology.
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