1100 Highland Circle SE
Blacksburg, Va., 24,060
December 17, 1975

Mr, William D, Drennan
Editor

300 East 7lst st.

New York, N. Y. 10021

Dear Mr., Drennan:

Your letter of November 2l to the Anaerobe Laboratory, VPI, has
been brought to my attention.
a

I am herewith enclosing the summery of & completed ms, in which
I hope you will be immk interested. I say completed, which is
true, but I plan to do some condensing, cutting 9mk out some of
the historical background, pointing up the personal involvements,
and livening it up a little bit for the general reader. This
should tske me about two months,.l

In July of 1974 I sent four or five preliminary chapters (since
completely rewritten) to a number of publishers., Knopf and
Lippincott returned the ms. at once. The editor of the
University of Oklahoma Press returned it, saying that they had
a heavy backlog of masterisls at hand, but to address letters of
1nquiryito“other publishers "some of whom will undoubtedly want
to see it.,

Herper and Row kept the ms, sereral months end then Ann Harris,
editor, said that given the Josephson E biography, which had
just come out, snd the "vagaries of the marketplace®, they

hed decided against it.

I have not tried to market it since, thinking it better to
finish the book,

I might mention that the Universitiy of Georgia Press has asked
to see the manusecript. Nan Caerpenter, head of the department

of comparative literature st the University of Georgia, is

a member of the Press's board of directors and an old friend

of Jeannette's, both in Georgia and Montans. I know her through
Jeannette, There are no commitments on either sideg and they
have mxmix not seen the ms,

Would appreciate hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Eorma Smith



DETERMINED WOMAR
¢} The Life and Times of Jesnnette Rankin
y Summary of a Completed MS., of neerly 100,000 words.

Jeannette Rankin (1880-1973), was elected Congresswomen from Montans
in 1916, the first womasn to be elected to & mejor legislative body
in the world. She was born & pponeer, lived a pioneer's life, and
was still well ahead of her time when she died., S&he was independent,
stubborn, hgrd-working, pragmetic, intelligent, usually charming
snd dﬂu!!&uuttiy irascible., &She was a social worker, teacher,
suffregist, politicisn, lobbyisit, peace worker, world traveller,
and slways an sctivist, She knew Franklin Roosevelt, Jsne Addsms,
Carrie Chapman Catt, Fiorello LaGusrdia, Psndit Kshru, Eamon
DeValera. She is best known for her two votes against the two
World Wers, and she herself considered per pesce work most
important conbeisusden, but her work for social causes, both
in pand out of Congress,snd her suffragist career, are perhaps
more interesting.,

I b=
62%2;?;"155 time spen of the ma§§%5¥¥pt is from the 1370-s to the
970%s,

(At the age of 92 she was still active,Plying back and
forfztggsgas the country on behalf of the peace and women's movenents, )
The ©Ta2s-"is the world, from frontier Montsna, to Washington D.C.,
to New York, Paris, Indis, South Africe, and elsewhere. Tire emphasgis
is on ® the United Ststes #s a whole, with special attention to

her aln lMontans and Georgia, | The (Gue—t—shore
whsk-18T) that of & western pione s—manuacript

100 1

8

v 1, The work is intended to sppeal to the genersl reader of

opular history, as well #s to those interested in the women's
" or peace movements, or in socizl history.

¢ here are 33 pages ofynotes snd 10 pages of bibliogrephy.
earch msterisl includes the Jeannetie Rankin papers, University
f Washington srchives, Walsh 1918 papers at the Library of
Congress, 10 years of conversstions with JR and her friends and
scquaintances imd in Georgia snd Montsna, as well as secondary
materials such as graduste theses and published biographies and
histories.

Pictures would be no problem; there are many collections, 1
p myself have two or three thet have never been published, one of
them sn 1898 photogreph of the Rankin family,

'6W' As to the author: I am 62, merried, thres children, three
Gb‘ randchildren, I have a BA in journelism and sn S in history
~» \Montens State University). I have been s newspaper reporter,
free lance writer (mostly newspepers), editor, socisal worker,
and writer of light verse published in the Saturdsy FEvening Post
and elsewhere,
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1 was & friend of Jemnnette's for meny years., We visited beek
apd—forth in esch other's homes in both Montsns end Georgias., She
knew 1 planned to write her biography. ¢ manusé

retired

rg;Q,;ndﬂcpiticiaod~byA%hew -head—of —theMonteng Stete

0 EXPLANATION: Hannsh Josephson's Jeannette Rankinf1{ )
was published in 197h4i A hsetily written work, it 1s duil,
incomplete, and insccuraste. Josephson spent a couple days with
& tape recorder with Jeannette in 197]; she has used thst and
two or three graduste theses, She hs nﬁitggggjned the papers
and knéws nothing of Montene., The book , been well received;
see reviews in Sunday New York Times Book Section November 3, 197k,
end Reviews in Zmericen Histor une 1975. “FIt—is not nice
to knock M the competitLion, but s publisher might wgll asgk "Why
another book?"™ I hope wine will snswer thst qudéstion,

TABLE OF CORTEKTS

i+ Introduction., A pioneer in sctian.
1I. The young Jeannette and her m"family. Mentana, 1570-1898,

I11. Sesrching for ldentity. Indifferent college student, Reluctant
school teacher., Father's desth, Big sister snd mainstay of
gggé}ylgoﬁgamstress's spprentice, Montans, 18981907, A trip

IV, Frustrsted Social worker. She studies RupxxxpalitimsixzEresryxx
political science, and public spesking. Ssn Prsncisco, Kew York,
Seattle, 1907-1910.

V. Suffragist, 1910-1915. Seattle, New York, Cslifornia, Florida,
Washington, D, C., Montans, elsewhere, Dissatisfied with position
in the movement, Thinks things over in New Zealsnd,

VIi. Politics under the bEig Sky. The Anaconda Copper Company in a
highly politicized stste. How the first Congresswoman was elected.
Montana, 1900-1916,

Vii. War snd Peace asnd Jesmnette Rankin, Pacifist influsnces.

VIil. The First Term. Friend Fiorellc LaCuardia., Vote against
World Waer I, Wartime strike in the copper mines, The friend
of labor, Jeannette, kakes sn enemy of the Anaconds Gopper
Company. Social legislation: the Renkin-Robinson bill. The
Irish question, Woman suffrage in the House of Representatives,
1917-1919.

1X£. Honor demands she run for the Senste, She is defeated ss
she expected. Smeared as an IWW, |Montsns, 1918,

X. Trip to Furope with the Women's Congress, Jane Addems, Florence
Kelley, Chicsago, Hull House, 1920-192Lik Lobbying for Kational

Consumers' Lesgue, Fiorello Lsiuardia proposes marrisge. 1920-192L.
l‘


https://sworr.an
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Summary, DETERMINED WQMAﬁ, page 3.

XI. She buys a home 1dy5eergia. Bontrast with Montana. Caring for
her sister;es children. 192L1«1929.

XII. Back to the public srensk Lobbying for pesce. Trying to
defest Carl Vinson. Neutrality legislation. Smeared ss a
Communist, The Great Depression, Washington, D, C., Ceorgis,

and elsewhere. 1929-1939

X111, Elected to & second terme~-Montens, 1940, The second term:
agein the vote egainst the wer, She continues to work for
sociel czuses,

XIV: Shedy Grove Cottage, Georgis, 1943-1973. A sharecropper's
primitive cabin, No plumbing, Her friendship with the
local blscks. Austerity in Georgis in the winter; comfort
in the swmer &s a guest of her weslthy brother, But she
prefers to live on her own resources.

XV, World travels, especially India, 19/i5-1970., She does it on
the cheap but brother helps. HNehru., DeVslera, What world
travel wass like in 1945: DBasreh to Karschi to Kew Delhi in

18 daye. A bundle of love letters.

iVi. Jeannette Rediscovered, The burgeoning peace snd woman's
movements, Lesading peace merches, speaking at women's
conventions, Working out a new election system: the
preferentisl Presidential primary and multiple-member
Congressional districis,.

XVil. A life-~time philosophy. Ko wmystlical faith., What keeps her
going? "Just stubborn, I guess.” FPragmatic, not
theoretical, Not strictly a feminist, but 8 humsniterian,
Amerioas is rich enough to feed snd educate and care for
every child; why don't we?

XIX. The last days., Recognition from her collsagues., The 90th
birthdey dinner, The Susan E. Anthony lall of Fame,
Distinguished speaker at the Monatsna Constitutionsl Convention,
Telking with Nader's Rsiders, September 1972: YA LO<hour
& week Jjob isn't worth doing." Desath only & few months
later--spparently & series of strokes., She asked to be
cremated, and there be no monument, But s fitting epitaph
would be the mmiy old pioneer one, "She slways did her
damndest,”

W itd
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WiLLiaAM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR
300 EAST 71ST STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 16021

(212) 535-2366

November 24, 1975

= Pr. W E. Gl Meoone

== « Anaerobe Laboratory

ﬁiééf’ Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
= State University

S Blacksburg, Va. 24061

Dear Dr. Moore:

I am a free-lance acquisitions editor for scholarly, profes-
sional, college text, technical, and reference books. I work with
a number of the leading commercial book publishers and university
presses in these areas, and am writing to invite you to send me
summaries of your manuscripts, with a view toward possible publi-
cation of the final manuscripts. There.is no cost to you for this
service; my fee is paid by the publisher.

Let me explain my service:

Authors send me summaries of their book-length manuscripts
(or their printed but unpublished book-length material). If I
believe a particular publisher will be interested in the work on
the basis of the summary, I send the summary to the publisher, and
T tedll (the author ‘wheve Toam Sending dti% If the publisher i% not
interested in the work on the basis of the summary, he will inform
the author of this directly and return the summary te me.: But if
the publilsher is interested, he will be im direc®econtact with the
author on all matters relating to the work--for example, asking
for the manuscript, negotiating a possible contract for the work,
and all editorial matters pertaining to the work. My fee is pay-
able only upon receipt by the publisher of a final manuscript for
the work satisfactory to the publisher; also, by the terms of my
contract with each publisher, my fee cannot be taken from the
royalties. To the very best of my knowledge, none of the publish-
ers I work with is a "vanity" press (where the author assumes the
costs of .publication).

The author is under no legal obligation to me whatsoever, and
my referralsv of the summary to the publisher doesn't oligate the
guthor——1%€ simply puts him in' contact with the publisher.” "If ‘at
any point I believe that I can't place a particular work, I inform
the author promptly and return the summary material to him. Other-
wise I continue to try to place the work, unless the author asks me
to return the summary material, which of course he may do at any
tame, @ ITnthis vepard [ ask ithat Ehe duthor not try to place.a
particular work on his own while I have the summary for it. I also



dsk the author to Jlet me know (1) when he 3s First in contacimwith
the publisher; (2) 1f he signs a contract with the publisher:/ind
(3) if ‘the publisher accepts a final manuscript as satisfactony.

The great majority of my contacts are with American publishers;
however, I am also in contact with foreign publishers, principally
in Furope. (Because the book market is different abroad, these
publishers are often receptive to material that would not fing its
principal market in the United States:) T submit a summary te& a
foreign publisher only after I have exhausted the publishing
potential for the work in this country. I ask the author io @™ me
know if he does not want his material considered for original
publication abroad. A

LEf you are intevested in my service, I ask that you send me
the following:

Summary: Please send me summaries of specific works that are
el bher ioGmpleted or that atideast hdave a final framework (thet is:
2L least two chapters completed and a table of contents)., '(The
final manuscript should be of book length--at deast 40,000 words.)
Do not send summaries of works in the conceptual stage, and please
&0 not send the manuscpript sto me. The summary material sheuld
present EBhe following: o brief description of the findings or scope
ot the woblss Ehe table of contents: the time period covered; the
methodology: (ihe approach (historical, descriptive, analytkical,
etc.)s the purpose of the work and the potential dudience for dt:
the dength of the work, anda brief description of your bsckeground
(please mention any material you have previously had published).
The summary material for these points should contain only enocugh
information to elicit the publisher's interest, and no more. I ask
that the summary material for each work be separate; that each
summary not exceed four pages; and that you send me three copies of
each summary.

Covering letter: Please mention where you might have sent
the material edplier (to avoid duplicate submissions), and if you
have a prior commitment of any kind to any publisher (for example,
to give him first option on Yyour next workd):. I 'will not send your
covering letter to the publisher. e

I Want to emphasize rhat this is & completely free serviee, Tto
the author or sponsoring research center, institution, or group;
there is nothing to sipn. As I noted abovel, imy . feetis paid by the
publisher, and my fee cannot be taken from the royalties. You
have nothing o lose. @ can'f guarantee that [ can pilidee veonnr
material sobutel know what edach publisher s looking Wfor, and. T
believe [ican save you both time.and dggravation,

I hope T will be hearing from you.

Sincerely,

{
[
o

AAsy Sy
A A P ¢ DA

William D. Drennan



WiLLIAM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR
300 EAST 71ST STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021

(212) 535-2366

January 5, 1976

Ms. Norma Smith
1100 Highland Circle, S.E.
Blacksburg, Va. 24060

Dear Ms. Smith:

I have sent the summary material for Determined Woman to:

Ms. Patricia Fitch, Director
Ohio University Press
Administrative Annex

Athens, Ohio 45701

614-594-5852/5505

Sincerely,

//r.‘fé/ L /(// CFPrhocs

William D. Drennan



Oihiiio University, ‘Press,  Athens,  Ohpol 45701

Telephone 594-5852 or 594-5505 Area Code 614

March 17, 1976

Ms. Norma Smith
100 Highland Circle, S.E.
Blackburg, Virginia 24060

Dear Ms. Smith:

Mr. William Drennan sent me the summary of your book
Determined Woman in January.

The subject sounds very interesting and if you would like,
we would be happy to consider the work for publication. Our
procedure is to send the manuscript to readers competent in
the area for evaluation. This process takes about three
months, and sometimes a little longer.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely yours,

§ ./f g \]
/(c ¢y1m44¥_‘77(”(j{c\\\

\
'TMs.) Patricia Fitch
Director

PF :mdb



1100 Highland Circle SE
Blacksburg, Va. 24060
March 22, 1976

Ms., Patricis Fitch

Director, Ohio University Press
Athens, Ohio 45701

Dear Ms, Fitch:

Replying to yours of March 17,

I should be very pleased to have the Dhio University Press
see my ms, of Determined Woman,

This manuscript has been lying dormant over the winter, and

I have several ldeas for re-writing its Spetifically,
changing the order of the first two chapters, re-uriting the
introduction, and shortenineg some of the historical background
material, I believe I could do this in a month or six

weeks, perhaps less.,

The question I have is, Should I wait and send you the
rewritten ms,, or would you like to see the existing
manuscript (which is not a rough ms., but one I believed
to be ready for publicaetionssit has been many times re-
written) first? The reason I ask the question is that

no doubt in the rewriting I could benefit from editorial
advice,

If you would give me your advice on this I should appreciate
ic.

In the meantime, thank you so mich far your letter, and
I look forward to hearing from you again.

Sincerely,

Norma Smith

P.,S. I have also unearthed a little more material--not
significant, but interesting, a letter from Fiorello
LaGuardia, for instance.,



WiLLiAM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR
300 EAST 71ST STREET
NEW YORK., N. Y. 10021

(212) 535-2366

April 17, 1976

Ms. Norma Smith
1100 Highland Circle, S.E.
Blacksburg, Va. 24060

Dear Ms. Smith:

I'm writing to ask how things are coming with OChio Univer-
sity Press in reference to the Jeannette Rankin study. I sent
your summary there on January 5. I had no word from them for
over two months; on March 15 I called them, and Patricia Fitch,
the director of the press, said she would ask to see the manu-
script.

Could you send me a number where you can be reached by
phone? Thanks.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

VAT AR b

William D. Drennan



1100 Highlsnd Circle SE

Blacksburg, Va. 24060
Avril 21, 1976

Mr. William D. Drennan
300 East 71st st.
New York, N. Y. 10021

Dear Nr. Drennan:
Thenk you for your letter of April 17, which arrived today.

Ms. Patricis Fitech wrote me on March 17, reguesting to see
the manuscript of Determined Woman, I wrote her thet I
should be pleased to have her do so,xm but the ms, needed
some rewriting., As I wrote you on Lecenmber 17 that was the
case, and a busy life or sheer sloth prevented me from doing
ic.

However, since hearding {row her I have been working seven
days a week, I am nearly finished, and I fzel that I have
an improved ms. I 1 should be able to ship the ms. off
to her about April 27,

My vhone number here is (703) 552-864L6,

We are,hovever, moving to Seattle, and will be travelling
most of the summer. After June 1 I can always be reached
in care of ny daughter,

Mrs. T.R. O'Connor
6825 Jerome st.
Springfield, Va. 22150.

Telephone (703) 971-6447

I am unfamiliar with Ohio University Press. I assuxme that
Ohio University is not the same as Universbcy of Ohlo., I
should be pleasad to have any ianformation you can give me.

1 am esvecially impressed with your attention, and continued
attention, to these details. I have taken the liberty of

glving your name to a meamber of Chelr hlstory denartmenc herse

at Viraginia Polytechnic Institute. {hey have a very active
history department, for a college that specializes in technical
subjects (Im am not a member of it). You should send them

a letter; the department head is James Robertson.

fours very truly,

Norma Smith



R = e

1100 Highlend Circle SE
Blacksburg, Va. 24060

April 26, 1976
Ms, Patricis Piteh Tel, (7033 £52.8616
Director, Chio University Press
Athens, Ohio 45701

Deer Vs, Fitchi _ v
Please refer to your letter of March 17 snd mine of March 226

Under seperate cover, by registered meil, I am fcrwa%ding

my manuscript of DETERFIKEB WOMAN, The Life and Times of
Jesnnette Rankin, Az I wrote you, it needed’ rawwriting,
end it heas now been pretty thoroughly ree-written, : ~
. Heverthaeas, I em always open to suggestions. X Though v ;
through the yesrs, off end on, I have made a living W

‘ ‘writing, thie is the first book.

My husbsnd snd 1 ere in the process of moving to Seattleg\‘
and after June 1 my sddress will be,temporarily, - 1§

6825 Jerome st,. { by

8pringfield, Va, 22150
Telophone (703) 9716447,

I %a am 1ooting forwerd to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Norma Smith

ders sbalb
Se 1 note that you say it takes your rea

igy;e months., So, unless 1 have some word from you by
August 1, I shall sssume you are not interested,




WILLIAM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR
300 EAST 71ST STREET
NEW YORK. N. Y. 10021

(212) 535-2366

April 30, 1976

Ms. Norma Smith
1100 Highland Circle, S.E.
Blacksburg, Va. 24060
Dear Ms. Smith:

Thank you for your letter of April 21. I'm glad to hear
that things are progressing with Ohio University Press. Also
thanks for the reference to the history department at VPI.

Both Ohio University and Ohio State University are part of
the state hicher-education system, but each has its own press.

Please keep me advised of developments with Ohio University
Press. And all the best in your new home.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

i A 4 ,}
72 / 0L

William D. Drennan



OQ'hidio University Press; Athens; Ohio 45701

Telephone 594-5852 or 594-5505 Area Code 614

July 19, 1976

Mrs. Norma Smith

c/o Mrs. T.R. O'Connor
6825 Jerome St.
Springfield, Va.

Dear Mrs. Smith:

I have read your manuscript and find it a fascinat-
ing subject. However, we do not feel that the book is in
publishable form and would need extensive editing.

I must be away from the office for a month. If you
are willing to wait for a report until the middle of Sept-
ember, I will pursue the possibilities of revision.

I have not yet had the opportunity to read the
Josephson biography which will have to be considered in
making our decision.

I personally found your work exciting, but whether
our readers will or will not I cannot say.

Sincerely,

//\ M

47 ) MRt ¢ A JRE
;K?ZLLL;&LJMJ*-Liii&;
(Ms.) Patricia Fitch I
Director

PF/at



13339 31st ave. NE
Seattle, Wn. 98125
July 28, 1976

Ms. Patricia Fitch, Director
Ohio University Press
Athens, Ohio 45701

Dear Ms., Fitch:

Thank you for your letter of July 19, which was forwarded to me from
Springfield, Va. The above address in Seattle may now be considered
permanent.

There is not much I can do but wait for your report, which you say will

be in the middle of September. I note that you wish to suggest revisions,
I always welcome professional advice, and would give yours especially
serious consideration.

Of course you will want to read the Josephson book. I should warn you
that it contains many errors of fact and interpretation. People in
Montana are screaming about it. My books are still packed and I can't
get at my copy, but off hand let me mention a few:

She says that leaders of the suffrage campaign in Washington in 1910 were
(amogg others) Abigail Smith Duniway and May Arkwright .. Mrs. Duniway's
middle (maiden) name was Scott, and she was an old lady who lived in
Oregon. She had for many years campaigned for suffrage in the Pacific
Northwest, but in 1910 she was too old and ill, and had nothing to do
with the campaign. May Arkwright's name was May Arkwright Hutton (Mrs. Levi.)
She suggests that when JR introduced a resolution into the House xx
supporting Irish Independence (19183), she was entirely uninfluenced by
political reasons, since she did not have an Irish comnstituency. The
fact is that the Irish were her largest constituencg. They constituted
nearly a quarter of the population of Butte, which dominated the rest @f
the state. She says that JR ran against Jerry O or in 1940, His name
was 0'Connell. There are many others, and unfortunately most are the
kind that the average reviewer would not be able to catch. I think you
would like to know these thingse

I shall look forward to hearing from you about the middle of September.

Sincerely,

Norma Smith



WiLLiIAM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR
300 EAsST 71ST STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021

(212) 535-2366

September 20, 1976

Ms. Norma Smith

¢/o Mrs. T. R. O'Connor
6825 Jerome Street
Springfield, Va. 22150

Dear Ms. Smith:

I'm writing to ask how things are progressing with Ohio Uni-
versity Press with regard to Determined Woman. I hope that your
work on the manuscript is going well.

It would be useful if you could send me your new address and
phone number in Seattle. I look forward to hearing from you.

With best regards,

Sincerely,
' ‘ /
///Z &/“"’/’ /4/ % Fooi kst

William D. Drennan

WDD/ae



i" @ihio Unityersdty s Press ildahiensiiiOM ol 617101
A\

I Tiellephonie ! 594-58352 or i594-550064 Area Codei6ll4

September 30, 1976

Ms, Norma Smith
1100 Highland Circle SE
Blackburg, Virginia 24060

Dear Ms, Smith:

I apologize for being a couple of weeks late with this letter
which I promised you on September 15.

We have come to some general conclusions about the manuscript
on Jeannette Rankin, We feel that a really good book on Ms, Rankin
would be well worth publishing and should be published,

However, there are quite a few difficulties with your manuscript
as it now stands, I will simply list the editor's comments:

1, There is very little elucidation about how J. Rankin felt
about things-~personal or public, except what she thought as
a child.

2, The first three chapters are too generally directed at the
Rankin family, but the author does not show how this is
important to Jeannette., (I believe you had already acknow=
ledge this to be true, Perhaps condensation would help here.)

3. There is not enough focus on Jeannette's growing up and young
womanhood in light of the forces which shaped her,

4, Although the author speaks about Jeannette's power as a speaker,

there are almost no quotations from Rankin's speeches which
would convey personality and her political stance,

5. The author must try to use her facts in such a way that the

reader receives a coherent picture of what Rankin was all about

as a person and a leader,

6., The style is weak, There are serious misspellings and punctua-

tion errors; there are problems in paragraph development., The
style should be stronger, Certainly Ms, Rankin was a strong
woman,

7. The strongest sections of the manuscript are those which deal

with J. Rankin's entry into Congress and her fight for suffrage

and the work she carried on in the peace movement in the 50's
up to the end of her life,



Ms, Norma Smith 2w September 30, 1976

8. The author's facts are strong and she has an excellent bibliography.

If you think that you are willing to work on the manuscript in more
depth, we would be interested in seeing a revised work., We cannot provide
editorial help, but if you could find an experienced book editor, preferably
in biography or history, to help you with organization and style, I believe
you have the making of a good book., We believe, however, that such a work
should be an indepth study.

I wish you the best of luck and I hope that you are willing to undertake
the extensive work which must be done,

Si?cerely yours,

(Ms,) Patricia Fitch
Director

PF:jmb
cc: William Drennam

P, S, I am returning the manuscript to you under separate cover,



¥338x 13339 31st ave., NE
Seattle, Washington 98125
Telephone 205-363-4219
September 30, 1976

Mr, William D, Drennan
300 East 71st st.
New York , N. Y. 10021

. Dear Mr, Drennan:

Thank you for your letter of September 20, Patricia Fitch
of Ohio Unliversity Press wrote me on Julyl9 that she found
DETERMIVED WOMAN, which I had sent her on April 26, very
interesting, and "personally exciting, but whether our
readers will or will not gI cannot say." She thought the
ms. wWas not publishable in its present form, and would need
extensive editing. 8he did not say how. She asked me to
wait until the middle of September for a report.

Since there was nothing else 1 oould do, I acceded. But I
have heard nothing more. I do feel that Chlo University
Pregs is dilatory in the extreme. Of course I would welcome
professional advice,

My address is above. In two or three weeks, however, we

w1ll be in a permanent home at 3605 Burchvale Road,

Wenatchee, Washington, 98201, We have spent most of this

year travelling the United States (while my husband received
many honors) preparing to retire. We both write in motels.

He has finished his fifth book on microbiology, and 1 have
written an article for lontana the Magazine of Westerm History.

e will nﬁ’-be settled on a hill in the Wenatchee sunshine
with a view of the Cascade Mountains opposite and the anple
trees and Columbia River below. I em thinking of a book with
a light and easy touch (but not flippent) on retiring.,

Where and how? We are really very familiar wich almost
every part of the United States, and considered much of it
seriously, and I could bring in a lot of local color.

We will have two or three months to gzet settled, and then

will be in & Atlanta (where my husband is a consultant to
the Center for Disease Control), for two or three months,

and visiting in Washington, D. C.

Thank you again for keeping in touch with ny ms.

S8incerely,


https://311rchva.le

3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, Washington 98801
October 25, 1976

Hs. Patricila Ff*gh
Director

Ohio University Press
Athens, Ohio 45701

Dear ¥s, Fitch:

Thank you for your letter of September 30, aqd for your
return of my ms., on Jearmette Rankin, insured, etc,
Your care 1s appreciated,

I especially thank you for your for your detailed
criticisms of the ms, Some of them are very thoughte
provoking. I am even somewhat surprised at soue
eriticisms that were not mentioned,

1 Wm intend very shortly to get to wWork on revising
the manuscrint, uging some of the Er¥pfaXxrEmEXREXY
helpful remarks you made, and with some other ideas in
mind, too. It will take some time, as there will be
a lot of rewriting and rethinking, as well as some new
thinking. But 1 have never pretended this was easy.

Again, I thank you for your time and consideration.
S5incerely,

Norma Smith

cc. William Drennan

PS, Please note my new address above, 1 hope this
one will be relatively permanent.



WiLLiaM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR
300 EAST 71ST STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021

(212) 535-2366

January 31, 1977

Ms. Norma Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, Wash. 98801

Dear Ms. Smith:

I'm writing to ask how your work is progressing on Determined
Woman. Your letter of October 25 to Pat Fitch mentioned that it
would take some time; I hope that the work is goinc well.

Please let me know of any new developments.

With best regards,

Sincerely, i
Zﬁaﬁg AN srrais

William D. Drennan

WDD/ae






3605 bBurchvale Road
Wenatchee, WA 90001
February. 7, 1977

Mr, Willism D. Drennsen
Editor

300 Beask {lat st.

.New York, NY 10021

Degr kr. Drennsn"

Thenk you for your letter of Jsnusry 31, Your sttention
is apprecisted,

iaving fineslly become somewhst settled down after & year
of moving, 1 am sgain working on the ms, Though em teking
& month off in March & for & trip east, ‘

Josn Koff Wilson, professor of history and fellow of the
Radcliffe Institute, has just spent two days here in
connection with an srticle she is writing on the history
of foreign policy. We wourked ¥k intensively two full days
on esch others masnuscripts. She wes zarzxdzsxakisx of con-
sidersble help to me, and 1 believe 1 wes to her, She

is the suthor of, swong other things, & biography of

Anne Martin, suffregist from Nevads, and @& revisionist
biogrsphy of lierbert Hoover,

Agsin, tnank you for your letter.

Sincerely,

Norma Smith



WiLLIAM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR
300 EAsST 71ST STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021

(212) 535-2366

August 31, 1977

Ms. Norma Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, Wash. 98801

Dear Ms. Smith:

How are things going on Determined Woman? I hope your work
is procressing well.

Please let me know of any new developments.

With best recards,

Sincerely,

Tl S

William D. Drennan

WDD/ae



WiLLiaM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR
300 EAST 71ST STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021

(212) 535-2366

November 18, 1977

Ms. Norma Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, Wash. 98801

Dear Ms. Smith:
Since I haven't heard from you in some time, I was wonder-

ing how things were going on Determined Woman. I'd like to hear
of your progress.

Could you send me your phone number in Wenatchee? Thanks.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

F Jpermae.

William D. Drennan

WDD/ae



3605 Burchvale Roead
Wenetchee WA 98801
November 25, 1977

Mr., William D, Drennan
300 East 7lst st.
New York, N. Y. 10021

Dear Mr., Drennan:

Thenk you for your recent inquiry concerning DERERMINED
WOMAN . About the first third of this book has been
revised and re-written and re-written agein, snd I am
considerably more pleased with it than I was before. As
I think I wrote you, Dr. Joesn Hoff Wilson was here last
winter and we worked together for e couple days, both
on my ms. and one she wsg writing for sn antholegy on
foreign policy. She is professor of history st Arizona
Stete, last year wes a Redcliffe Insiitute fellow., She
hed eccess to some research sourches: that were difficult
for me to reach. Also, the Rankin papers are at the
Schlesinger Library st Radclifffe; I saw these papers,
however, before they were deposited. It was seeing my
neme in the Rankin papers that caused her to hunt me up.
I saw Dr. Wilson agagn & couple weeks ago in Helense,
Montena, where we were both invited to spesk at the snnual
Montana Historicel @Gonference.

To go back to the ms., in two or three weeks more 1
will have the first third polished up enough that I can
send it back to Chio University Press snd 28k them if
that is whet they had in mind., If they sre not then in-
terested 1 think we should pert company.

ThelUniversity of Weshington or the University of Georgis
presses seem to me more logicsl places for this book; 1
believe both would be interested--in fasct I have been told
so., However, before 1 was ready to submit s ms., somebody
called my sttention to your services. Then Ohio wrote me
at & time when I knew I would have no time of my own for

@ yeare-~gso I hastily rewroie the ms, in sbeut five weeks,
and that wes & mistske. Still, they have done me the
courtesy of reasding end criticizing, so 1 shall smnd the
re-worked ms., or part of it, back to them in a few weeks,
unless you have other mfes ideas,

My phone number is 509-663-2490.



Drennan

Also, I recently received & phone call from Secondardi
Productions (spelling not gusranteed), New York. They
hsve alm grant to make two pkXmimk pilot TV programs as
& preliminery to doing & series on woman suffrage or
women leaders, or some such., They have settled on
Susan B. Anthony and Jeesnnette Rankin for these Emax
first productions, and wish me to help with Renkin. I
don't know just what they have in mind. They were
referred to me by Dr. Wilsone-who, while she was at
Radeliffe, spparently became known as a Rankin expert,
She is writing the Rankin biography for Noteble Americsan

Women,

If you know snything sasbout these people at Seconderdi
Productions, or have any suggestions as how to deal
with them, 1 should be glad %¥m of your edvice,

Again, thank you for your inquiry. I apologize for
this long uncrganized letter,

Very truly yours,

Norma Smith



WiLLiIAM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR
300 EAST 71ST STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021

(212) 535-2366

December 30, 1977

Ms. Norma Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, WA 9880l

Dear Ms. Smith:

Thank you for your letter of November 25th.

I'm glad to know that your work is progressing well: 1'd stick with Ohio University
Press - they'd gone to some effort with regard to your work, and I think they will be

an effective publisher for it.

I'm not familiar with Secondardi Productions, although | suspect it is associated
with John Secondardi, who was (and | believe may again be) affiliated with ABC-TV.

Has Dr. Wilson signed with a publisher for her anthology on foreign policy?. If
not, or if she is working on another book, 1'd be interested in trying to place her material.

Could you send me her address ?.

Thank you for your phone number, and please let me know of word from Ohio University
Press.

With best wishes for the New Year,
Sincerely,

[ 4

gl / /:/» 4 .
)ﬁ,j(,/, C A/ et se e

William D. Drennan

WDD: cl



2605 bBurchvale Rosad
Wenstchee, WA 98601
REarch 19, 19708

Mr. Williem D. Drennsn
300 E., T71lst st.
New York, NY 10021

Dear Mr. Drennen:

Replying to yours of December 30, Dr. Wilson tells me
I may send you her address. 1t is

Dr. Joan Hoff Wilson
Professor of History
Arizona State University
Tempe, Arizona 05201

Dr. Wilson's article on tne Rankin foreign policy is to
be a contribution to sn anthology being put together by
Jeff Stafford of the History of Dept, Montsna State
University, Bozeman., I don't know what Bhe kzma has in
mind.

However, Dr. Wilson says she is writing a book on
Machiswo in Am. foreign Policy (fureign polity is one
of her fields.) She hss published & revisionist
biography of Herbert Hoover, Forgotten Projressive
(Little,Brown). I predict that eventually she will
have a long string of books to her name.

Thank you for your sttention

Sincerely,

Norme Smith



WiLLiAM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR
300 EAST 71ST STREET
NEW YORK., N. Y. 10021

(212) 535-2366

April 12, 1978

Ms. Norma Smith

3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, WA 98801
Dear Ms. Smith:

Thank you for your letter of March 19. I am writing
to Dr. Wilson.

I am quite curious as to developments regarding your
manuscript and Ohio University Press. Could you let me know?

With best regards,

Sincerely,
ey , ;
) /;;)//:; .—//I:J‘.w o é/:/: /Lyr £ b o

William D. Drennan

WDD:cl



WiILLIAM D. DRENNAN
300 EAST 71ST STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10021

May 29, 1978

Ms. Norma Smith

3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, Wash.98801
Dear Ms. Smith:

Ohio University Press tells me that you have never sent
the revised manuscript back to them. I don't know what their
time frame might be with regard to this work, but if you are
still interested in pursuing the matter with them, I suggest
that you send it sooner rather than later.

I would, of course, be willing to try to place it else-
where if you don't want to continue further with Chio University
Press.,

With best regards,

Sincerely,

sl
f;é% m LS, //L«" F gt

William D. Drennan

WDD:cl



3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, WA 98801

December 8, 1978

Mr. ¥Willism D, Drennan
300 East 71st st.
Vew York, NY 10021

Dear Mr., Drennan

Thank you for your phone call of three weeks ago. At
that time I sa2id I would have the ms. ready in two weeks,.
I have been incorperating some changes sugeested by a
Yontana historian, but I have also found some serious rewriting
necessary, especlslly in the later chapters., Addéed to-&he
fuzk that is the fact that a couple of my usual famlly
ema:%:neiea have occurred, so I still have a last chapter
to 1 te.

And, I am leaving Monday for Florida, for about six
weeke, Both ny husbend and I have writing to do, and arxre
taking our typewriters. 850, I hope to do this last chapter
in Florida, and mall the ms. to Ohio U, Press from there,
s @r if not, from here about February 1.

It ig tiresome to have this hanging on s0 leng, but I
gm sure that Mrs. Elliser would rather have a ms., with
a better last chapter,

¥r. address in Florids will be % 0*Connor, 2024
Bent Pine Court, Jakksonville, Fla., 32216, Telephone
90 U4=2b6-3197,

Agaln, thank you for staying on top of this matter.

Sincerely,

Norme Swith

Copy: lrse, Patrlcia Blllsar. ditar

Ohie‘uﬁivaraltwarosa
Athens, 0., 45701


https://Flor16.rl
https://fanl.1.ly

Aptu A- 2

265,0 Dole st, ,

HOROLBLN s oHT - 8496822
Mre, Petricie Flliser

Director, Ohio University Press
Atheng, Ohio 45701

Februery 14, 1979

Dear Mrs. Ellisar:

Under seperate cover 1 am gsending the rceuritten
version of Detsrmined Womsn, the Life snd Times of
Jeannette Rankin. 1t includes I pages of Table of
Contents (with chapter summeries), 300 pages of
text, L8 pages of chepter notee, and 18 pages of
tibliography.

You will note that 1 am writing from Honolulu. I
heve been working on the last two or three chepters
here, and don't heve my Iiles with we, s0 cannot
check references., Of course, I will do that when I
g0L howe,

You have been given five or six addresses in the

less then three yesrs we have been in contact: two

in Virginis, two in Weshington, one in ¥Florids

end now here, But that is the way I live., The

3605 Burchvele Road, Wenatchee, WA 980C1s 1el. 303-X32490

sddress 1s permensnt, snd snything sddressed towe
there will eventually resch me, 1 expect to stey
here until the end of Karch.of the end of May. 1
will let you know shead of time when I leave Hono-
lulue.

Awsiting your resction, 1 am,

Sincerely,

Norme Smith

XEX P.8. I find thst I don't have Willism Drennan's
address with me, s0 csn't send hiwm the enclosed copy

of this letter. Perhaps you would do we ths favor of
sending it on.



Ohio University Press, Athens, Ohio 45701
Telephone 594-5852 or 594-5505 Area Code 614

February 19, 1979

Mrs. Norma Smith
Apt. A-12

2640 Dole Street
Honolulu, HI. 96833

Dear Mrs. Smith:

Determined Woman

I Took forward to reading the revised work. I shall forward
your letter to Bill Drennan,

An acknowledgement card will be sent to you letting you know
the the manuscript has arrived.

I hope you are enjoying pleasant weather. We just received
another six inches of snow.

S1ncgn$1y,

| ( ’f{/¢ ol {/4,/1%/

(Ms,) Patricia Elisar
Director

PE:blp



CocA. M P WS WA
Ohio University Press

Scott Quad
Athens, Ohio 45701

Ms. Norma Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, WA 98801



'D!
OHIO UNIVERSITY .;?g PRESS

C A M P U S ATHENS, OHIO 45701 M A

February 20, 1979

Dear Ms. Smith:

We have received your manuscript and will give it our
close attention. We will let you know our decision soon.

Sincerely,

Myne Nldebwolt

Myrna Hildebrecht
Acquisitions



2640 Dole st.

Apto 1‘&"12 ’
Homolulu, HI 96822
March 13, 1979

Ms. Patricia Elissar
Director

Ohio University Press
Athens, Ohio ;5701

Dear Ms. Elisar:

Thank you for your letter of February 19. I have
not yet received a card telling me that you heve
received the manuscript. However, my e¢xperience is
that the postoffice service is not nearly as bad

as it is cracked up to be, so presume it will get
there evenbuslly.

Also, this is to tell you that I am returning
in 10 days to Wenatchee, so sny further communication
should be addressed to me there,

3005 burchvsle Hoad
Wenstchee, WA. 96801

5

Unless, of course, you heve not reccived the ms. snd
then 1 would appreciste immediste notificstion ac

Thank you so much for your atbention.

(Mrs.) Norme Smith



WiLLiamM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR

45 BALMORAL CRESCENT

WHITE PLAINS, N. Y. 10607

914-592-5867

May 28, 1979

Ms. Norma Smith
2640 Dole Street
Honolulu, Hawaili 96822

Dear Ms. Smith:

Have you heard from Ohio University Press regarding
Determined Woman? I'd be interested to know their reaction.

Please note my new address and phone number above.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

o //ILMW

William D. Drennan

WDD:cl



3605 Burchvale Hoad
¥Yenatchee, WA 98801

June 7, 1979

Mr. Williem D, Drennan
Editor

45 Balmoral Crescent
White Plains, NY 10607

Dear Mr. Drsnnant

Your letter of May 28 addressed to me in Honolulu has
been forwarded here, The ahove 1s my permanent sddress,
and mall addressed here will always reach me some time
or other,

I have made a note of your elemsnt White Plaine address.
Thirty years agzo my husband and I and twe ¥ids, travelling
from Delauare to Maine, had generator gtrouble In White
Plains, early on a Sunday morning, one or tTwo o'clock,

ane We found an all night garasge, in charge of a very
weary black man, and he found a generator, which he said
he thousht was $18., My husband said o.§.3 the two of
them put the generator in, and then the man anid he had
looked up the price, and it was only $15., My husbend told
him & bargain was a barsgein, and pald him the $18,

We drove orn to Mailne through the ralny night guite happy,
and I think the garage attendant was,Coo. I suprose
White Plazins is not like that any more,

1 have hesrd nothing from Ohio University Press, other
than acard dated February 20 aciknowledging rsceipt of
the manugerirt,

Thank you for sttention,

Sincerely,

Norme Smith



Ohio University Press, Athens, Ohio 45701
Telephone 594-5852 or 594-5505 Area Code 614

July 31, 1979

Ms. Norma Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, Washington 98801

Dear Ms. Smith:

Thank you for allowing us to read your manuscript, DETERMINED
WOMAN: The Life and Times of Jeannette Rankin. Unfortunately, we
have received a negative report from our reader and cannot offer to
publish your work.

Although our reader found your information interesting, she
felt that the organization was poor and that there was too much of
a mixture of formal language and slang. While she comments favorably
upon the amount of research that you have done, she adds that the
material is not "synthesized into an organic whole with a viable
thesis." For that reason, she suggests--and we concur--that you
make several magazine articles out of the material you have collected.

She also says:

"The chapters seem choppy and segmented. Frequently, anecdotes
or quotes are repeated (apparently without the author's realization)
as when a quote from a speech of J.R.'s in Chapter 6 is excerpted
again in Chapter 8, or the repetition of information, only slightly
differently worded, between the last line of p.20b and the first line
of p.2l1--an oversight by the author and good evidence of the overall
sloppiness of the entire work.

"Occasional juxtaposition of information makes the manuscript
unintentionally hilarious, as in the following: 'He offered her his
car, which she gratefully accepted. She ran into him later in a
Washington bookstore...'!

"The issue (or question) of Whitehall is dropped almost as soon
as it is mentioned. Smith makes a mysterious statement and fails to
speculate on it or discuss it at all., Why bring it up only to drop
it after saying, 'something happened'? (Chap.4).

"The information on J.R.'s campaign skips from one chapter which
discusses the campaign itself,to the election, and in the next chapter
back to the campaign. Why isn't this material better organized?

"Pointless anecdotes abound. On pp.12-13: 'At Baker in the
southeastern corner of Montana, where ranch houses are miles apart
and towns even farther, she was driven to a community picnic by a
l6-year-old boy. He took a cowpuncher who ridiculed the idea of
women in office out behind some bushes and gave him a trimming. Later
in the early morning he drove her back to Miles City to catch a
three a.m. train. The car lights gave out, and they drove by light-
ning flashes in a severe thunder storm. Jeannette talked to him of
the European war, and how German morale must be broken before Germany
could be beaten. He didn't know what 'morale' meant, and went home
and looked it up.'--So0? This anecdote, sandwiched in between another



Ms. Norma Smith Page 2 Juily 3L, 1979

anedote and more information on Rankin's campaign, is not interpreted
nor commented upon. If the author wanted to give the anecdote a
point, she should have used it as an example, perhaps, of Jeannette's
influence upon the younger generation, but it should not have been
placed where it was in the manuscript.

"On the whole, the manuscript is lacking in direction and focus.
I think the best thing for Ms. Smith to do is develop a few magazine
articles on specific topics--she has enough material to write several
short and interesting articles."

I hope that you will find the reader's comments useful, whether

you decide to follow her advice or not. I wish you every success
with whatever you decide to do with your manuscript.

Singerely,
Ry

iﬁi%t&éxﬁt‘(5;12<;kif

(Ms.) Patricia Elisar
Director

PE/dme
cc/William Drennan

P.S. I am returning your manuscript under separate cover.



wWiLLiaM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR

45 BALMORAL CRESCENT

WHITE PLAINS. N. Y. 10607

914-592-5867

August 20, 1979

Ms. Norma Smith
3605 Burchumale Road
Wenatchee, Wash. 98801

Dear Ms. Smiths

Patricia Elisar of Ohio University Press sent me a copy
of her letter to you rejecting Determined Woman.

I think that your manuscript can be placed with a book
publisher. However, since I first approached Ohio University
Press with Determined Woman (which was, in fact, over 3% years
ago), I have had to charge all my authors the standard 10% of
rovalties fee--that is, I would receive 10% of your royalties

if I found a publisher for your work.

1 also have had to charge a marketing fee for approaching
publishers--a reflection of the prohibitive cost of doing
business in this field. The fee is $5 for each publisher I approach
on the author's behalf. If you'd i1ike me to approach additional
publishers, please send your check or money order for the appro-
priate amount--for example, $5 for one publisher, $25 for five,
$50 for ten, etc. I can't, of course, guarantee that any publisher
I approach will be interested in the work, but I'd send to those
publishers who would seem most likely to be interested.

Finally, with publication costs skyrocketing, some publishers
now ask a subsidy from the author before publishing the work.
Please let me know if you'd like me to include publishers in this
category in the submissions.

Again, I believe that your manuscript can be placed with a
book publisher, and I look forward to hearing from you.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

Aot S Lok

William D. Drennan

WDD:cl



3605 RBurchvele Road
Venatches, WA 98801
September 13, 1979

Mrs William D, Drennan
Editor

45 Balmoral Crescent
White Plains, NY 10607

Dear FMr. Drennant

Thank you for your letter of Ausgust 20 regarding
publishing Deternined Womsn, I too helieve this
manuscript can be marketed, and, once vublished, should
have » modest sale. Your proposal is reasonable and 1
am inclined to accent it.

First, however, some questions. Is it customary
for an agent to handle a manuscript he has not seen? 1
feel 1 need some objective criticizm frow the literary
end, I have had zood critical review from historians,
but few of them seem to understand writing. For instance,
if you would refer to your copy of Mrs. Elisar's letter
to me of August 20, at the end of page 1, there is a
remaric sbout nointless anecdotes, The simificance of
this varticulsy anecdote was intended to be not historieal,
but literary: =2 vivid plecture for the reader to see.
Of course, it is axziomatic that if a writer is misunderstood
it i3 his own fault, but I feel that comments of this sort
suggest a narrow view. (Other remarks, of course, I shall
benefit from.) Perhaps you would care to review the mse.
yourself, I reslize, of couxrse, that I am asking for
professional advice and expect to pay for it.

It may be that this ms, should go to a commercial
publisher, instead of a university press. It is not
intended to be a historical esssy, dut a bicgraphy of
an unusual person written by a historian for the general
reader. I am not interested in subsidized (vanity?)
publishers, not orly becsuse they don't impress reviewers,
but also because if the ms, isn't good enough for a
regular publisher to teke a chance on, it isn't good
enough, j

Thank you again for your letter. I feel sure
that somethingz can be worked out.

Sincerely,

Norma Smith


https://D~ctu.re
https://rr.:-.ry

WiLLiAM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR

45 BALMORAL CRESCENT

WHITE PLAINS. N. Y. 10607

214-592-5867

September 28, 1979

Ms. Norma Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, Wash. 98801

Dear Ms. Smith:
Thank you for your letter of September 13.

I have no objection to critiquing Determined Woman; however,
my judgment regarding it and that of another editor may differ
markedly. The evaluation of the publisher is what counts, and
vou'll get that free. What I can do for you is match the work, on
the basis of the summary, with what would seem to be an appropriate
publisher. I sent it to Ohio University Press first because they
publish historical biographies and because its female director is
interested in publishing works dealing with women. Another outside
reviewer may think differently regarding the manuscript and take a
broader view.

I have in mind a mix of university presses and commercial
publishers if you'd like me to send to, say, five or ten-- the
work falls into that "middle zone" between academic and trade. The
commercially oriented presses particularly are inclined to evaluate
from a,literary as well as from an historical point of view.

Regarding subsidy publishing, I didn't have the vanity presses
as such in mind; but some university presses are asking their authors
for subsidies because the presses' subsidies--from the university--
are being cut back in some cases.

Again, I believe that Determined Woman can be placed, and I
look forward to hearing from you.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

William D. Drennan

WDD:cl



3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatches, WA 98801

October 7, 1979

Mr. William B. Drennman
"ditor

b5 Balmoral Crescent
White Plains NY 10607

Dear ¥r. Drennant

Thank you for your letter of September 28. Ilour advice
geems sound, and I think we should zo =long on that
basis, mmmdiwm apnproaching a mix of publishers, beoth
trade amﬁ uwwvar itj.

The sumnary shauld be rs-wrltten. whlch I plan ta do
at once. It would help if you would suggest its
length. Unless there 1s some pressing reason; I
should think one page single-spaced, and that's 1ls the
way Y'll "r¢ta unless you tell me dif fsrent.

I had previously approached (two or three years ago’

' or move) University of Nebraska Press, becanse of

their prestipge in the fileld of western history, I

got the ususl polite letter saying they were over-
committad, They did not 'see the ms, University of
Washington axpreased en interest, but finally declded
not. University of Caorgia has expressed an interest, -
vears ago, in seeing the completed ms. I have taken
this no further, sithoush I am in Athens once a year

or 80: 'On 'the board of directors of the U, of Gas
Pregs uged to bha Nan: Carpenter, of the English’
 department, anﬁ a friend of Jeannette Rankin'e, both
in Montans ond Osordia, I an net sure 1f she'ie srill' :
there, Well, this pavagraph is only for your information.

)

sincerely,

?

Nowmes Swith


https://t'!,'-...li

3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatches, WA 98801
‘Dovember 26, 1979

Vre William ¥4 Dremnan

BES e Res Determined
45 Balmoral Crescent
vhite Plains, NY 10607 Homan. ,

Dear lre Drennan:

Please refer to your letter of September 28 end mine
of Dctover 7. I em now serxiing the surmary in
question, which I had planned to write sariler, but
i have been in lereley and Arkencas, and zlse pro-
crastinated., :

There is z two~gnie-g-~halfepage sumEnmery end o bLenore
Iable of Coentents, If you have any suggestliong as
te changes or a different trestwent, I rhould ba
glad to have them. i

I am enciosing ny check fer $50, and perhape you will
consider spproaching a mix of publishers, both

trade smd vniversity. In the meantime I should like
ro do o lirtle work on the ms.

Toura very truly,

Morma Smith



Norma Smith

Summary of
DETERMINED WOMAN
The Life and Times of Jeannette Hankin
Completed ms. of neariy 100,000 words

cuhiect, Jeannette Hankin (1880-1973) wes elected Congress-
woman frow Montana in 1916, the first woman to be elected to
a major elective hody in the world, She served only one
tern, losing the 1918 election due To nexr vote azainst World
War I, among other things, but was axzin electéd ir 1940, 8She
vorad azainst World Wer II., She is best known for her votes
against these two wars, and she herself considered hsr peace
work the most important part of her life, but her work for
gsocial esuses, both in and out of Congress, and her suffraglist
career are verhaps rove interesting,.

Jeannette Eankin was born 2 pioneer, pioneersd all her
life, and was still well shesd of her time when she died. She
was independent, stubborn, hard working, pragznatic, intelligent,
usaally charmine and falrly often irascidble. She wasg a social
worker, teachsr, suffrasist, noliticien, lobbylist, veace woxkex,
world traveler, and always sn activist. She tnew versonally
many prominent peopls, ineliuding Tranklin Roosevell, Jane
Adéame, Carrie Chapman Catt, Fiorello LaGuardla, Carl Vinson.
At her death she wes active in the new peace movenencs and the

soment's movemant.



Norma Smith, DETERMINED WOMAN Summary

Place and Time. The time span of the story is about 100
vears, from the 1870's te the 1970's. 1The locale is the world,
from frentler Montanz to Washington U.Cs, to New York, Paris,
India, South Africs, 2nd elsewhere., The emphasis ie on the
United 8tetes as a whole, with svecisl attention to to her work
in Montana and Gsorsla; she had homes in both states,

Polnt of View snd Purnoss. The peint of view 1s that of

2 western ploneer and hamanitarian, New ideas and technigues
interested Jeammette 211 her life, and she hoped that they might
result in the bettering of the humen condition, The work is
intended to appesl to the general reader of popular history, as
well as to those interested in the women's or pests movements,

or in soclizl history.

Resserxch ond Documentation. There ere sbout three dozen

pages of chapter notes, and close to 20 pames of bivliography.
Research materlal lincludes the Jeamnette Rankin papers, University
of Washington archives, Walsh 1918 papars at the Library of
Coneress, 10 ysars of conversations and correspondence with
Rankin and her friends and acyuaintences in Gaorgla and “ontana,
as well as secondary materizls such as graduace theses and b
lished blographies and historias.

[ gSe There are many collections, especially at
- 1libra¥res in Montana @nd Gesrzis and the Library of Congress.
I myself have some plictures that have never haeen publisghed, one

of them an 18%8 photograph of the Rankin family,



Noxrma Smith, Determined Woman Summary 3
Author. I am 66, married, three childran, three gra%khildren.

1 have a BA in Journalism 4Bdahn,ME98f) and an ¥2 in history (Montana
State University, 1961). I have been a newspaper reporter, free

lance writer, editor, social worker, and writsr of light werse

published in the old Saturdsy Svenins Post afé elsewhere., I was
a friend of Jeannette's for many years.

Competition. Hannah Josephson'e Jeannette Rankin wae published
e Bl AR e m-”&'

in 1974, A popular treatment, hastily written immediately after
Jeannette's death, it ie dull, insdeqguete, snd inaccurate,
Josephson had not exémined the papers, snd Xnew nothing of Montana.
The book was not well reviewed (see Sunday New York Iimes Book
Section Fovenmber 3, 1974, and

1975. )

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Paﬁes
I, A Unigue Femsle Anhievement 4
&n introduction,
7

II+ The First-Born is a Girl. JR's position of responsibility
in a large famlly and possible effect on her. Also

her brother's privileszed position in family.

III. A Ploneer Family . Short history of Jeannette's 13
perents. Ploneering in Hontema. Frontier influence
on Jeannatte,
even failures,
IVe BSearch for Identity. JR's undistinguished careey/in 15
collere, teaching, social relatimns. MNustvwsit for
life to come to her." Why not marry®? Deatch of
fagther, Trip east, eyes ovened te urbken poverty, in
Boston, Yew York, Washinston., Discovers socisl work
in San Francisco,



Worma Smith, Determined Woman Summary 4
Ve Soeial Vorrer, Studies socilal work in New Yori. 10

Vi,

VII.

Attemnts to reform Missoula, Montana, Jov 1in

Seattle, loses it, Distress at inability to help
children irn komzs instictucion., Believse legislation
needed, Prevenclon important. Studles U. of Washington,

Suffrecgiet: Success in Washington. Learns publie 12
gpesking, Joins suifrepge movement iln BStste of YWashington,
Key relacionshi» with NY suffrage member and paciflst,
Minnie J+ Heynolds. Washinaton suffrage campaisn, 1its
problems, come personalities. Washington suffragists’
theories of cempalsming well learned, bo be followed
by JR for 60 years,

Suffrasist: United Snates Lravelar. Professinnal 18

suffrare worker, Vew York City, New Ysrk legislature,
Celiformis, Ohis, YWashington (D.C.), Conzress, 21lsewhere.
Drives car from Butte to Washington, . ¢, getting
petitions sisned slong the way. Franklin Roosevelt;

John Sherp Willisms., Ideass of the times: Olive Schreiner
and Lymen Abhot contrasted. Jearnette's disasr&ent

with St. Pavl, A

VIII. Suffrecist: Success in lontena, Addresses state 29

legislators, Politicaf, economic and soclal description
of Montansz. WYWalsgh, Wheeler, Anaconda Company. Cosmo=-
politan character of liontana. "lontane was urban before
it was rural,” and highly politicized., JE helps orgenige
statewide suffraze movement. Problems with liguor in-
dustry. JR travels 6000 miles in state., Personzlitles
of NMontana suffraszists. Hary 0'Weill. Butte liners'
Union riote Hard, welli-organized work makes Jeannette
one of hegt-xnown veople in Montana, with a bullo-in
political organization.

Successful Politicion. JR's disgsatisfaction with 19
national sufirage nmoveuwent. Goes to New Zealand te

8tudy doot a1l nonditions and snd have s rest. SupnOTLS
hargelf thers by sewing, as ghe hed once done. Back

to Montans, decides to yvun for Congress, Support of
hrother. At this time Montana had 2 renresentatives
elascted at large, so that since Jesmmetts ran second,
ghe was elscted, Hard campalan,. J/? PO

G il i e gl
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X4

XI,

XIT,

XIII

XIVe

Summary 5

First Congresswoman: Pacifist. JR's paciflianms 19

as s2lso her suffrapist beliefs, an expression cf
her basic humenitarisnism. Approach of wWals

JR and brother visit Theodore Roosevelt., JR's
continuing bad relationship with Carrie Chapmen
Catt. JR's speech at Carnegle Hall., Drother

Ellington always st JR's side, tries to influence hex
nol: to vote esailnst war, Opening of Congress. The
votes Opinions of colleagues., "1 would vote "No?t

agein.”

First Congresswoman: Soclal Worker, BPButte
Finers® strive snd its drascie influence on JR's
career when she trles to intervene., JR labeled as
TWW sympathizer, Helps federal workers at Bureau

- of EBngraving, Intyoduceg bill to gzlive women

eitigenshin independently of husbandg; federal board to
to creats snd oneraste hydroelectric plants, cther
measures ahead of their time, lNMaternlty and child
hygiene., Shoyt digression ag to how United States
perceived the unigue phenomenom of a female
Congressman, and Jeannecte's comporting herself

with disnitye.

First Consressuumens Suffrazgist. JR's role in
pushing suffragism in Congress. More militant suf#
frogists make it havd for her, although meny of

them her percsonsl friands, Good relacionshiv with
a vehanent anti-~-suffragzist Congresasman given as an
example of her politiecal sdroltness. Drama of vote
on floor. Final nassage 1920,

Defasted Peliticlan, JR decides rumming for

Sengste bhetter chance then House, Republiecan

Party will not support. Complex situation between
the two Renkins (JR's brother now being prominent)
Walgh, Wheeler, snd enmti-IWW histeria followling
war. Non-Partisan Lesgue, She runs as independant,
Accugations of brivery., Defeat.

o

Lobkylist:s Soelsl Worker, Goes to Zurope. Helps
orgenize Women's Internstional League for Peace and
Freedom, JE'e pragmetic spproach to Kuselean
Revolution: "Let ug welt snd pee,"” Jodb with
Consumer's Leasue, Helationships with Jene Addans,
Fiorence “elley. Denisge of progressive Eepubllcanlsn.

14

16

15
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&R Morme Smith, DETERMINED WOMAN Summary
XV, Country Georsia and New York City. Buys 10

XVIs'

proverty in rural Gsorgla. Relationshivs with
neighborss Primitive living eonditions. Caring

for niece and nephew, Friends in Washington,

New York, Hatharine Anthony, Chmtdes end Mary Ritter
Beard, Florells LaCuardis: d4id he a2sk her to marry
hin?

chﬁist: Pacifist, lore than 10 years of 23

. workibe for nesce, moastly through the 30's,

e

Fational Council for Prevention of Var. Lobbying
in Congsress. Orzenizing Ceorgla Peace Society.
Attacked as Communist by Americen lLegiorn and news-
papers Sues.

6

XVii, Lobbyis Agaln, Successful Politician. Split 16

with NCPVW, diagoresments with head, No moray for

salary onyway. Sees political vacuum in Montans.

Suppoert of VWelléngton in spite of faect he becoming
more conservative, she more radicsl., J& on thes

" gstupid morey system,¥ %lected, 1940

XVIII. Agein, Congreseswomen: Paclfist. The aspproach o4

XIX,

XX

of war. Arerica First, Faury Maverick. JE tries
to stem the tides The war wvote, JR belng only

one opposed, Severely sttacked, but scme pdnmire,
in spite of themcelves, LaGuardls's supports

Tries to prevent =elling of nublic power to nrivate
interests, Alone much of the time,s JR's thesis on
how Roosevelt and Churchill got US into war.

From Rural Gecrzia to the Byways of the World, 28

Beck to George snd sherecrovrer®s cabin, Primitive
1iving conditions, Relationshin with bHlack
eeizhbors, Vieite friends in XY, inclunding !
LaGuardia, Egards, Anthony, Sheean, Alice Paul,
S8inclelr Lewiegs, Travels sbread., Difficulty of plane
travel in early days. Visit with DeValsra. Lives
in Indis morths et & time; six trips to India to
study non-viclence, Drives own car sround Indis.

A leve affeir with Amexican doctor practicing in
India; JR no® 72,

Woman on Horssback. Pres, Kernedy calls attention
to JB¢ JR worits against Vietnan war. Relationship
with students. Leals march on Washington, age 89,
Builde unique housge for elderly women, a fTiasco,.

Decldes electoral reform necessary so pecple oo
exprecs themselves, Ereskes h?p: e ;gg Eguloﬁ?eag,
ggtga§$§§?day Cinner in D.C. Senator letea sums.

22
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XXI.

XXII.

A Brilliant 014 Age. Ornament To new woumen's 1i
movemenc, but Jr has some reservations, Does

not like to be treated as treasured antigue, Fe-
1jeves tha only thing now workbnworkinsz for is
peace, bhecause of The Bomb, Jeanmette's atrength
1s within herself, not in a myscical Faith, What
keeps her going is thst she 1= * jugt stubdborn.”
Attracts radlical students, Young man in about

the last vear of her life arranssg travel, cooks,
doas everythinz for her, She spendg the last three
years of her life frantically travelinsg, opeaking,

propagandizine for peace, Halph Nader's remarks.
Dies in rest home, Californisz, May 18, 1973.

To 8ave Citles, Conclusion, JR mg exemplar 5
of frontier velues, 2w Also one of those peobple

who nareh firnly forwerd doing what they belleve
to be right, even in spite of Tallure. Quotation
from Thornton ¥Wilder, desoribing herkvery well,
and eoncluding that such peonle "s3ave cliies~=0r,
having failed, thelr exomple seves other citles

tor thelr dsatha"

Faa#

Summary 7



WiLLIAM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR

45 BALMORAL CRESCENT

WHITE PLAINS, N. Y. 106807

214-592-5867

December 10, 1979

Ms, Norma Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, WA 98801

Dear Ms. Smith:

Thank you for your letter of November 26 with the summary
material for Determined Woman, and for the check. I have sent
a copy of your summary material to each of the following
publishers:

University of Pennsylvania Press
Gulf Publishing Company

The Macmillan Press

Paul Elek Limited

Robert Hale & Company

Atheneum Publishers

Harper & Row

Liverpool University Press
Holmes & Meier

Simon & Shuster

1'1l1 be in touch.

With best regards,

P S Lpime

William D. Drennan

WDD:cl



WiLLIAM D. DRENNAN
EDITOR

45 BALMORAL CRESCENT

WHITE PLAINS, N. Y. 10607

914-592-5867

January 25, 1980

Ms. Norma Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, WA 98801

Dear Ms. Smith:

Atheneum, Simon & Schuster, Gulf, Macmillan, Elek, Hale,
and Liverpool are not interested in Determined Woman.

However, Holmes & Meier is interested. Please send the
manuscript tos

Ms. Emily Crom

Holmes & Meier, Publishers, Inc.
IUB Building

30 Irving Place

New York, N.Y. 10003

With best recards,

Sincerely, :
Hoilloawe & formior

William D. Drennan

WDD:cl



3605 Purchvele Hoad
Wenatecheaa, WA 95501

February 7, 1980

Mee Umily Crom

%olwea & Veler, Publighers, Inc,

IUB Pullding y
30 Irving Place

New Yorir, WY 10003

Naar Vg, Crons

Mr. William D Urennaen writes me that you might he

intere: f’w”"( iv sseinge the Ym@uacript of Let 24 4
"8 _anc sannette s g

tha firat T en to ba e}uatam to

a'.iolﬁraihv‘bf

Conzress.
I had sgome plans for revising this menuscrinvit, and
Just rescently sone new meterial has cone ont, so

I provose to send you this meanmugcript toward the
and of Yarch, I hone this will e satisfactory.

Sincearaly, z

Norma 8mith

et Williem 'y Dreyman



3605 Purchvele Road
Wenatchee, WA 90801

M8. Emily Crom

Holmes & Meis» Publishors, Inc,
ICF puilding

30 Irving Place

New York, NY 100032

car Ms. Cronmg

ot
o

lease refer to ny letter of February 7. 1 hed hoped
send youa the ma, of DETERMINED WOMAN before this.
Howwver, I had keen away from this me, for some time,
and when I got into it 1 saw it needed more work than
I had realized. I e2lso found the University of Florids
was not a very good place to work, mostly because 1 :
was away from my files.

1 am now, however, on the home stretch, and should be
able to meil you the ms, within e month. 1 don't believe
you ure holding yomr breath for it, but I thought I
should vell you it will be forthcoming.

Sincerely,

Horma Smith

cc. Willism D. Drennan
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3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, WA 98801
June 23, 1980

Ms. Emily Crom
Holmes & Meier Publishers, Inc.

IUB Building, 30 Irving Place
New York, NY 10003

Dear Mg, Crom:

I am sending you under separate cover the manuscript
of Determined Womani The life lmeg of Ue
Bankine Mr. William D, Drennan had written me that
you would be interested in seeing it. I hope to hear
from you at your convenience.

3 O _den

2

Z1 LTS

Sincerely yours,

Norma Smith

cet William D. Dremnan



3605 Burchvale Rosd
Wenatchee, WA 98801
July 16, 1980

Mx. William D, Lrennan
Editor

35 Balmoral Crescent
White Plaing, NY 10607

Dear Vr, Drennan:;

I have had no reply to my letters to imily Crom eof
Holmes and lMelier, copies of which I sent you, dated
Febrvary 7, May 6, and June 23, or any acknouwledrement
of the ms. I sent them on June 23,

I wonder if they are still in business. It would
seem okly good practice to acknowladze the receipt
of 2 manuserint.

3incerely,

Norma Smith



3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, WA 98801
July 18, 1980

Mr. William D, Dremnan, Editor

38 Ralmoral Crescent

White Plains, NY 10607

Please refer to my letters to you, and coples of letters to
Holmes and lMeler, of Feb, 2, May 6, June 23, and July 16,
I have the following letter from a good friend in Athens,
Gad, herself a writer, who was also ah o0ld friend of Jeannette
Rankin and is administrator of a truft fund under JR"s will:
1 tried to call you a couple times during the last monthese.
Iris Hill of the Georgla Press ameked 1f I koew how much
writing was being done snbout JR,..I told her about you,
of conrse.,.when I told her that you had an interested
publisher (hope.that was OK) she asked who and I told
her that, too. She sald the Georgia Press could do a
better job of publicieing your book than Jolmes and
Meler...that they d¢d not like to review manuscrintes simul-
taneously with another nublisher..but that if you had noi
alresdy sent them your me, they would reglly like to see itess
,wonld promise a speedy and serlous reviews..
I 2m now concerned that the ms, 1s at Holmes and Meier.
and, as 1 have already written you, they have not answered
my letters or achknowledged receipt of the ms. It may he
a little early for them to make a declsion, but in view of
their complete lack of communication, I would like for them
to return the ms, at once, unless they are seriaously interested
and can give me an early date at which I can expect a firm
ANSUET :
Would you please get in touch with them asbout thies?
I don't think it necessary to tell them about Ga. Press.
Incidentally, vou may reumember that I wrote you same'tlma
ago that Georgias Press was oprobably a potential customer.

Sincerely,

Norma Smith



EmHOLMES & MEIER PUBLISHERS, INC.

IUB BUILDING
NEw YORK aND Lonpon - 30 Irving Place, New York, N.Y. 10003
(212) 254-4100 Cables: Meiholm Newyork Telex: 236845

7 August 1980

Ms. Norma Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, WA 98801

Dear Ms. Smith:

I'm sorry to be so late in acknowledging receipt of your manuscript,
DETERMINED WOMAN: THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JEANNETTE RANKIN. Emily Crom
is no longer with the company, so it came to me. I will read it and
get back to you with our decision as soon as I can.

Thank you for your patience.

Sincerely, [\
4 {)
/-r';. <) % /

VTN AL Lrdain
zg/('/w,__/ WA V,x\{' 1\

B
LN AR A
/ i’ \—/v“‘-"’j&»"g‘t\_
{

Emily Granrud
Associate Editor

Divisions: Africana Publishing Co. International University Booksellers, Inc.



3608 Purehvale Romd
mﬁmmm W h%:x
Oot abar m5.‘x9aw*

Me. PAly Sranzud

_ Assoclate Wditer

Holmeas and Meiar Publishers, Ine.
I”m “MEQ

30 Irving Place, New York, WY 10003

Dear Mg, Granrud:
Having hnuwa nnuhxnm from you since I uunm uhm unmmmmw%nu
of Degerpined Womes the Life an mes ette Rankin
Lo you on June 33‘ wiuh uhn nxmupmtam aw ruuw hwaur nmma

L d u»hnmm&maunmnnm on August 7, 1L take it §Ou ars not
&mmarunucﬁ in my unmuuﬁxapm. |

If that is the cese, I should appreciate it if you weuld
rararn 4t at your sarliest eonvenience. |

Mmmmw yours,
Norma Smith

a0 ¥illiem D. Drennan




HOLMES & MEIER PUBLISHERS, INC.
IUB BUILDING

NEW YORK AND Lonpon — 30-Irving Place, New York, N.Y. 10003
(212) 254-4100 Cables: Meiholm Newyork Telex: 236845

9 October 1980

Ms. Norma. Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, WA 98801

Dear Ms. Smith:

I am returning your manuscript, DETERMINED WOMAN: THE LIFE AND
TIMES OF JEANNETTE RANKIN, herewith. Unfortunately, it isn't for
us. However, I did read it with great interest, and I'm sure you'll
find another publisher,

The book is really much more appropriate for a trade publisher.
Jeannette Rankin was a fascinating woman, and her story deserves a
wide audience. Your manuscript is very readable and the research
you have done on her life is good and will be valuable to anyone
pursuing further information.

I urge you to submit the book to other publishers, perhaps the

larger companies or even the paperback publishers. Thank you for
sending it to us, and best of luck with the book.

Sincerely, )
Gy @VM

Emily Granrud
Associate Editor

Divisions: Africana Publishing Co. International University Booksellers, Inc.



3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, WA 98801
Oetober 17, 1980

Mg, Zmily Granrud

Assoclate Tditor

Holmes and Meler Publishers, Inc.
1UB Bldg, 30 Irving Place

New York, NY 10003

Dear Vs, Granrud:

Thank you for returning ny manuseript, which arrived
yesterday, and for your nice letter. Obviously

you had dispatched the mse. before receiving my letter
asking for it. Your courtesy 1s appreciated.

Sincerely,

Norma Smith

ce: William D, Drennan



DRENNAN COMMUNICATIONS

45 BALMORAL CRESCENT
WHITE PLAINS, N. Y. 10607
TEL. 914-592-5867

October 2, 1981

Ms. Norma Smith
3605 Burchvale Road
Wenatchee, Wash. 98801

Dear Ms. Smith:

Since we haven't heard from you for some time about Determined
Women, we're writing to ask about its status.

In addition to our literary-agency work, we're getting heavily
into thorough editing of manuscripts. If you'd like to consider
this for Determined Women--or for another manuscript--we invite you

to send the manuscript to us.

We look forward to hearing from you.

With best regards,

Sincerely,
, [/
b v i /l by

William D. Drennan

WDD:cl
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