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SURPRI SED BY I KDI A}lS 

In t h e earl days ~hen Mrs . Fannie C. To rre son still lived ~it 
her f ami l i n a log c ~b i n on t he bank of R ,ck reek s he s su r prisea 
by Indi~ns. Mr . Torreyson hQd just fenced in an uJoini ng sc 001 
section for p ture an t he fence l ed hp th~ valley to~& ro. t he cAbi n . 
One morn i nMr s . Torrey on was out by the sio.e of t he c abi n in the 
ahade doin h er f aIhily washi n , i . en sUCldenly she vvas st rtled b 
ch orus of "how" uhe turned and t h ere \iva a pb.rty of about a do zen 
e r o , Indi an squa s all on p onies . She was not useo. to b eing surprised 
by I ndians foI' sbe s i .:.. t h t Ino.ians jere very r a re ly een a round t e 
plac e h ere t he Ii v ea . A1. on t h e s u avvs was one .Y oung half-bre ed 
squaw ~hom Mr s . Torreyson knew . Her nBme was Ella Far~ell. Mrs . 
Torrey-son v'h en he recogniz ed er amon t he S4Ub.VvS s ' io., "Ell a Farwell ! 
a ren It YO v. a shamed of yourself? " For she s 10., "Th ey liked to scareo. 
me to death" . 

The Indi ns hao. never s een Torrey~6nns cabin before , a nd wbile 
t h ey had been ridi g up the coun try c ame upon t he nev\< fenc e that 
hao. just een bu ilt. Their curio..::ity had c aused t h em to follow t he 
fence until t hey c ame u pon the c ab in and found rs. Torreyson wash-
ing . Mrs . Torreyson said t hat t h e' approach ed I ndian f o.shion , 
slowly and not ev'en their ponies maki ng any noise. For t hat reason 
she h ad no warning of t he a proaching visitors . 

In the conver a tion t ha t Mr s . tor reyson hr c ~ ith Ell a Fare ell 
on t h ie s u r pris e vi s i t she remb.r k eo. ,to he r t hat she v.as sur,PI'ised to 
fi 0. her an on , the I n i a ns for she hac. been e uc " t ed i n t he hi (, e 
man ' s schools at Bi llin s . El la ' s reply was that t he vvhites would 
not associate with he r nc. t hat if she aswociated h ers If with the 
.h i tes t he Indians V.OUld not have a nything to do vvi t h her , and that 
for that re b.son she had one b&ck to he r Obn people . Mr s . Torreyson 
sa¥. Ell a occasionally in t h ose early days . She late r married a 
breed Indi an vho hao. been eo.u c a ted at " a rlyle " a nd vvho vvas one of 
t h e Indi an po lice on t he Crow Reserva tion . The last time Mr s . 
Torreyson sa Ella 'v. as on t h e occ r sion of sone public celebrCtti onin 
Red Lo o.ge , an d t hen she had tvvo Ii t tIe bo s . Thi s must have be en 
i n abou t 1 908- 1 910 bec ",us e t he I n ians Vllere campeo. &.roun t he founcia.­
tion fo t he "La.bor Temple" vvhich Vias under construction in t hose years . 

El la ' s f t h er , Farvvell was mr rried to a §rov squaw and liv ed in 
a log c abin on the Reservat ion nea r t he p resen t site of Silesia. He 
las t h ere 'he t h e first settlers came and his s t h e first known 

cabi n to hav e e:xis teo. in what is nov Ca rbon Count y . . 

(Th e W.~ove is hat Mrs . Fannie Torreyson , Red Lod e , Montana , XN 
a resident of arbon county since June 1 885 told me while I inter-
vie ,e d her Au gu s t 3, 1 939 . She w s a Vi ay 011 a · vis i t 1 as t win t e r 
when I 'v\as l ookin for such s tori es , c:Jl I t hought t h is mught sti l l 
be acc eptable . ) 
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