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Community Church Dinner.

Among other commnity affairs may be mentioned the church
dinner or supner, as it is udually termed, sponsored by the
various ladies' aids connected with the Sand~rs County churches.
These, however, are not as numerous as they used to be.

All our churches now have dining and cooking guarters
set aside or built on to the church edifice; in some cases in
the church basement.

A typical suprner ig that of the Communtty-Methddist chureh
of Plsins, held in its annex recently.

Long collapsible tables are used and may be stored away
in very smsll space when not in use. The food is plsced be-
fore each guest on individunal vprlates, the serving being done
by the older daughters of and the younger members of the sid,
asgisted by a number of high school gzirle who are teking dom-
estic secience. The older members confine themgselves to the
cooking, the dish washing and the coffee making.

On the tables, of couree, are the usual peper nankins, pep-
ver and selt shakers, plates of the fomous Sanders County zol=-
den-hued butter, cerispy rolls and flaky biscuits; home-msde
pickles and relishes of all descriptions, cream and suger for

those who uge them in their stesming Jave, huge bowls of vo-
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tato salad, vegeteble salad and cole slew, apvetizing, tangy
cranberry sauce, bowls of crisp celery and clear golden honey
in the comb. All of these delicacies are contributed by the
members of the orgenization and, testifying to the envisble #4
reputation of our cooks, they disappesred in enormoug ouanti-
ties. Oravy there wass in abundance, for many of our big husky
men are particularly addicted to the hebit of cutting open
their biscuits and smothering and surrounding them with the
tasty and extremely fottening gravy until they look like tiny
islands out in the middle of the ocean.

The main dish was, and invariably is, creamed chickenh
with mashed potatoes of the famous mesly dry-land variety
which grow in such huge nuantities in our soil and the chickens
reared right in the community. They are re=lly ss big as
young turkeys and of the most d=lieious tenderness.

Occasionslly at these suppers there may be sliced roast
LAy turkey, for thousands of these vopular birds are raised
in the county; and at other times may be found venison or elk
donated by the sure-shooting, mest-loving nimrods of thig f--
vored communitye.

Pie, usually with whipped cream, igs always used to fill
up what little crevices there may be left in the already over-
loaded stomachs. Apple pie a la mode (with a blob of ice

cream on top) and a piece of cheese on the side, is a greet
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favorite, as is also pumpkin, , cream custard, lemon, cocoe-
nat custard, or any kind cookzed by these ladies of re~l cul-
insry art from time out of mind.

Second and even third helpings are rare, but those who
indulge in this prsctice, ususlly ™dig up"™ for two or three
me=ls when the collection plate is p~ssed sround for the mon~
ey, which is the usual vprocedure.

A deep and almost awe-inspiring hush descends upon the as-
semblage as the food is placed before it and only the clmtter
of knives and forks is heard for the first few minutes. Then,
ag the éﬂédéﬁ stomach wrinkles sre gradually ironed out, ~uins
and jests begin to pass around the t=able, and leughter and goy
good humor, the twin aids to digestion, take the center of

the gstege.
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