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Sourc e Gl adys VI . 'iiller . '1'eacher On the' issouri at Ceekay , 1936 . 

I 1vas teaching near the old 0 eekay Ranch on the 1 issouri 

during 1935 - 36 . 
'1' he shoolhouse on 11hich I livecl with my sma 11 

dauahter for company was a rou~h lo ~ affair ,the unfinished log 

wa lls of which reflected the candlelL.,ht,for I was une.ble to 

obtain kerosene in nost pionePr fashion . But thouq;h we culd 

see t~rou~h the chinks the bi~ squartty iron heater kept us 

vvarm ano we burned pine knots "'..,iuhdmh~_cas t ai:1f'1icfiering light 

upon the walls at evenin ·· in true 1-il.crrim fashion . Du·eing the lonn; 

cveninss people fre uently ~ro,ue~ i !or popcorn and apples 

~o~ste~ on the bi, hearth and listened to our radio the only 

rrodern touch in our school life on the river . 

\Je carriec our water up ove:· t e bluff from the river by a narr ow 

cattle trail,steep and windin~ . I di~n 't like the idea of ~ving 

to ~rink the river water , but the older dwellers on the river 

assl'rer'i me , 11 '.Vhy its perfec tly pu:be . Sclimmists say that the I\ water 
IY. () '1 t-

nur if :t es itself every hundred yards o_ so . l~"' &"ver has 

typhoid or n:nlar:'La he~. 11 '30 my fPa:r"3 werA assauged and we dr ank it 

till sprin0 • Lfter the sprin~ break up I asked one of the 

younr.·sters , 11 1Jhat 1 s tlr1at stickinn; up ';bEre in tr•e water? " 

lt was only about a 1uarter of a mile away . 

"Oh,th2t,...s only Joe KJine 1 s bull . J.J.e f'::ll in and w.s drowned last 

winter . 11 needless to say I carried water froFJ the nearest - ranch 

two miles away all spring . 

ne eveninr; a ban-some yo1m--·ster , ubose rrother had fallen a 
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a vict im to the flu st Thanks::J'ivin:.o time aDproacherl me rather 

tj·-ic'ly . n, rs •. illcr , font you end r/Iaryone come r~own tonite f'or the 

week end . Dae_ ano the boys would li1-rn to i-iave you . 11 

I hesitate • ~o 10 to a stran~e place where there w1 s only the 

masculine ele~ent rather ph~sed ~e but the b oy added 

''Pleese come . It~s so lonely in the evenin~s . 11 So we went . 

It was very cold anc we were ~lad after the two mile drive 

broug~t us to the old Ceekay aanch , a c l uster of long l ow 

l o ~ buildin~s built in the old tirre manner with a strin~ of 

bunk houses attache~ to the main bvildin~ . The house was 

warm and we 11 lio;hted and 1;ve were we le omed by the father and three 

husky brothers in typical frienc ly fashion . The li vinq; rooma nd 

r,inin~· room wer·" one a_ gret1t room . A table of planks set on 

trestles was near the Ji~ ran e an long benches were on each 

side t o ace omoda te the ~u~·ts . ~he table was covered with a 

suotlEss oil cloth . ThP- odo:e of savory roast was tantali:J!\ing 

ac "e hail. beFn unable to procure fresh meat since Christmas . 

~twas sooD on the table , hot biscuits , delicately brown , gravy , 

honey c~nned pc0ches bnd store cooki s nade a meal which ~as 

served by t~e three big brothers as deftly and daintily as if they 

1-iac been ,c:.;irls . rrherf: was no butter ,'c,_nd the milk was canned . In 

fact on rr:any occasions l found that mc,ny of thP ranchers oid not 

have any ~ilch cows as they were de~initely engaged in ~rowin~ 

beef . After supper I querie~ &s to th~ neat . 

answered . ',7e killed some tbis fall . 
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A knock s.t the door and iuntie h·arie,husband and two tall sons 

entered . Aunt =11arie sai she thought I had better have a lit t l e 

feminine comnany , so while the men listene excite0ly to the 

prize±'i-:;bt , we made fudge and popcorn balls and the boys 

made coffee anr served cookies at mioni~ht . 

Jn the wornin1 we found breakfast of sourdou~h hot cakes 

fried venisin liver , ,ravy anc'l oran~es . We went to Aunt karie ' s for di 

c'linnPr of fried fish,notatoes baked , ,mashea souash and 

a'!ple pie iho7 drove us home to the schoolhouse . Up the river and 

on t;he ice , to my terror narrowly avoiding airholes , for th e 

river was coated with snow ~ nd it seemed Mery dan~erous to me . ln 

f8 ~t the t Wint Pr they did q;et in ;-·-.e \'lat er With a b~ ~ load Of r,ro-

reries an. lost both food and car an~ escape" within a veritable 

" inch of their lives . 11 

uur next visit was to the fri nds at he postoffice . Here 

we Bere in different surroundin~s as the postmistreess was 

a won erfu l en~ dainty cook . 1 hey bad plenty of milk and 

buttP~ fo~ our hostess woul~ nit be sa~isfied without it . 

Anc'l coffee . J?elicious am such cream . '3ourdoup;hs as lir.r,ht 

as a feather ,maple sy up , ham , an~ sliced oran~es for 

breakfas t . I remember it ye t . 

'.J..' eanwhile t,he weather ~rew colder and the snow deeper . he 

radio re~orted coldand colder . No ch ldren at school . Across from 

t,'be schoolhouse in +hs cabin intended fo01 the teacberer;e lived 

the cl•''"rk of' · i1e district a ,rnman with four small children 

1'.-1n·" tvrn youn, nephews of' 11 :.:1nd thirtee en . 'lhey had moved 

r' own for shool 1:'\ut the mai l man didn ' t come . 
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/nd when he r1id come hP bro ~ht our lit le i:;roup no n;roceries . 

l'r s . c . haa cabbac;e anr pota·f-oes Pnough for 2 -·ev days , I bad 

pancake flour , ai package of Bis quick anr1 r:: little canned fruit , 

one can onf Campbell 's soup an' som pineapple . rrhe mail man 

can:.e , by pack horse and brought -- of all things - a radio , 

a be la tea Christmas · ift from a New York cousin . 'r!r: almost 

shed tears , Seven children- an~ no food . Suddenly a fi~ure appeared 

stru~~lin~ +-ho~dgh the snow . ~t was a lone ly bache lor who 

livec two ~iles bP Jow . he w9s a rafio enthusias t anc'l the fill.ilman 

had tolr: him he had bnou,.,.ht +-1-Jc schoolrra ' am a. radio . When he 

hcrr0 o-r our nlic:;ht he promntly came to +;he rescue . That 

af'tprnoon hF ennrarcf ~ith a floursack of' beans, 8 can Of Cris co , 

a dozen cans of toma tons an· sori1e prunes . We lived on beans 

11ntil some of our nei,...hbors arrived with a lit le bit of' venison 

ano n, ?S . C's bus ban, came a own anc'l took her home . 'The weather 

imp~oved E\n the rn& ilrnrn carre throuri;h . That was my liveliest ex'9eri8nc: 

~ith Awerican Eats • 
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