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PARK COUNTY BAF.BECUE 

As years go by, t he ba rbecue become s mor e popular nd l a rger cr owds 

participate in t his out door fete in Living s ton. 

The occas i on for a barbe cue m y be during a badeo, a Fourth of July 

celebration, or l a ter in the season , vhen elk, deer , or even buf f a lo 

meat i s plent i f ul. On these occasions the women are dismis s ed from 

any part of the wor k conc erned with t he nec essary proc e~dure. They may 

relax t o a degree of s &tisfaction in looking on while the i r men prepare 

a r ea l me al. Ther e are many st i fled chuckles, smot hered smiles , 

an knowing nods exchanged between t hese women as they watch t he men 

a t work. 

No doubt the white man learned many a t l' ick in the art of barbe-

cuing an animal f 1· om hi s red-skinned brother, t he Indi an. And t hese 
readily 

Livings ton menAc augh t t he i deas handed down to t hem. Though the 

original methods have been modernized for t he s ake of convenienc e , 

ye t it is a ba r becue. 

During the l as t few years , Saca j awea Park, along the e l l ovrs t one 

River, hos . been t h location for the event. He1·e i:;he ci ti zens of the 

l ocality had l arge pit s dug int t he ground and concre t ed to preserve 

f or· us e f r om year t o year . Gr a tes were made t o cover over the pi ts, tb 

hol d t he h ge hunks of meat, fo r roa s ting .~. 

The f i r s t procedure consis t s of ga t her · ng t he proper kind of wood 

for this open fir e method . !hite wmililow is generally used , as it will 

gradu lly burn down t o a nic e bed of coals , and give a sweet smelling 

f l avor t o barbecued meat . 

While s ome of t 1.1 e me n ar e busy a tten ing t e fi r e s , pl acing t he 

grates , and making certain t heir long-handled f o ks are in condition, 
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ot her groups a r e a t work cutting the quart ers of t he animal i nto l arge 

pieces. Both the hind and f ront quarters are cut into t hre e or four 
. . 
p~~ces, according t o t he s ize of t he animal. Anot her group car r i e s 

t he mea t th t he fir es, and pl aces it on t he grates . Now t he 'Ork 

co:r_tinues, for woe be unto any man who allows hi s pi ece of meat t o 

burnl He mus t c ontinually, untiringl y , t urn, t urn , t urn,--and ke ep 

t ur ning t he meat over t he b ...... r ning coals, until it i s browned on t he 

outside jus t right, yet thor oughly ~ooked t hrough. And t his i s no 

wo~k f or a novice. 

While all t his is goi ng on a t one end of t he park , anot her group of 

men in the Community Hall have cut chunks of br ead ,--not s l i c es,-­

and pl a ced t hem on t ables. Wnen t he me a t i s roas t ed, it i s brought 

i nto the Community Kitchen, where it i s cut in hunks. "Come and ge t itl" 

is called , and t he crowds form into l i ne, gr ab a chunk of bread and a 

piece of meat, and are on t heir way to t he "Java pot", where other 

hospitable groups of men pour the American drink into tin cups fo r the 

pas s er s by. Now are t he gues.ts sea t ed at ni ce l y prepar ed t abl es , 

wi t h shi ning cut l ery? Oh, no. They are usher ed out of doors , weat her 

per mitting , and can s it Injun-like on t he gr ound, o lec.n &gr:i. ins t a 

t ree f or a prop, so far a s t J::.e entertainment commi ttee cares . An they 

l i ke it. 
swee t smel l ing 

Wh shoulun't t hey? The open f i re, where the l ogs of ·hit e willow 
" 

have burne d '-'wn to gl owing coals, an f umes of freshly roas t ed meat 

pour f or th delicious odor s which mingl e wi th those of t he freshly 

brewed hot J ava ,.--coul d t his be anything but a time t o "enj oy ·t he 

ear th and t he f ulnes s ther eof"? And i s i t s ur pr i s i ng t hat aft ee t he c 

eat s , t h is happy c r owd of people,--men women, and hi l d en, - -join 

hands enc · rcling t he f i res rhich s ome t houghtful one has made into a glow-

ing bla ze? Danc i ng and singing in sheer -elight and happiness of an 
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event whJ.ch ha s come dom through ages as cu s tom and t ! adition. 

FISH FRY 

This a~fair at Cooke City is a t ypica l Montan~ pioneer ga t hering. and 

fe ast of fi sh. As t o setting an exact date each year f or thi s event,-­

thi s aint donel It comes about when a bunch of these ol d timers f igure 

t he have caught enough trout t o . f eed t he multitude , who coITe, over the 

trail ea ch year hen t he invitation i s given. Two weeks or s o before the 

dat e is set for t he Fry, t he good citizens of Cooke City and any others 

who wish, contribute their catch which i s pl aced in cold s torage. 

"hen t he right time fo r t he gathering is agre e• upon, word i s s ent out 

Every one i s invited and welcome , f rom the oldes t pioneer t o t he yo"L<nges t 

dude. Large camp fires are built, over which are l aced any and every 

availabl e s ort of l ar ge frying utensil. Cas t iron skillets are in 

order. The tops of dis carded stoves are real finds f or this pur pose. 

Bacon gre&se, l ard , and butter is put i ~ to br own by t he quarts and gal­

lons . Then in to t he gr e ase go t he mountain t r out , 1~ich have been 

nicely sea s oned with salt and pepper, and flour ed . 

This group of pione er s 

oldest guy t ells t he other 

Whetu er it is chopping t he 

do not fuss about organiza tion of duties . The 
t1'U "~t 

fellers what t o do./\ "Ge t- to · A._tJ out of here 1" 

wood, k eeping the fir es, or t ur rling t he 

fish i n t he pan, all hands f all to. There is a kn~ ck of kno\ ing just 

when ~o flop a trout over in t he grease and how to ge t it out whole , not 

in pieces . 

Now we all have our little t ricks here in Montana,-- s ome bes t known 

to our selves alone. Here's one thes e pi oneers have and use , regarding 
t he 

t he t r oublesome dude , or A too-cur i ous "Down Eas terner",--ns tandin' 'round 

askin' t oo many dam ques tions,--pes terin' us"· t Old Man Hughes knows how 
.~ . 

t o bait a hook, pole , line, sinker , and all. He has these t h~nd, and 
'\ 

s ays t o these ducies ,--says he, nc tmon, we'll all go f i shin ',--catch our 



Page 4 . 

Elva R Howar d . Nov. 15- Nov. 21. 

own mess." This is an invitatior_ rr.os t attrective, 

"And may we ea t our own t r out?" que r i es the mos t t rouble s ome dude . 

"Hell, yesln s · ys Hughes. "I guar'ntee it so." 

ell, anyway , t he dudes a r e out of t he way t ill "Come and get itn is 

c alled. 

The hungry ones gathe r in line with tin -pl a t e and cup , re .dy for 

his share of t he fry. The o or of fresh fri ed t rout and coffee,--the blue 

of t he skies,--the f all of t he mounta in s tream,--the shade of pine t r ees, 

--ta tops of t he t ops of s nowy mount ain peaks ,-- who cares who caught 

whose fish, or who et it? 
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